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Agencies come together to fight poverty

SHERI SHEFA
sshefa@thecjn.ca

Although Jewish social service agencies
across the country have spent decades
working to alleviate poverty in their re-
spective communities, as national Jewish
poverty rates continue to climb, service
providers are banding together to try a
new approach.

Earlier this month, the National Think
Tank on Jewish Poverty in Canada - a
group established last year and led by
agencies including Jewish Family Ser-
vices in Ottawa and Vancouver, Jewish
Immigrant Aid Service (JIAS) in Toronto,
and various federations across the coun-
try - released a statement that said raising
awareness about Jewish poverty is the first
step toward alleviating it.

“We cannot change what we don't ac-
knowledge... We need to develop com-
munity-specific responses to the needs of
our members living in poverty. We need
to invest in our youth and support our
seniors. We need to hold governments
accountable and ensure that they create,
fund and deliver adequate social and eco-
nomic policies, programs and services
to end injustices, including poverty, and
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prevent them, to the benefit of our com-
munities as part of the greater whole... We
need to act,” the statement said.

“While the issue of poverty is managed
on a provincial basis, this national body
strives to be part of a national solution - to
share best practices, broaden awareness
and delve deeper into the specific differ-
ences and strategies within the Jewish
community.”

In Toronto, Hillel Toronto, Jewish Family
& Child (JF&CS), JIAS Toronto, Jewish Vo-
cational Services (JVS) Toronto, Kehilla
Residential Programme, Miles Nadal JCC,
UFC/UIA and Ve'ahavta, convened by UJA
Federation of Greater Toronto, are all work-
ing together to break the cycle of poverty.

Last week, after the United Nations' Inter-
national Day for the Eradication of Poverty;,
these agencies held a Jewish Poverty
Awareness Day, during which information
tables were set up at Jewish institutions in
the GTA, and people were encouraged to
take an online Jewish poverty quiz.

Robin Gofine, vice-president of strategic
community planning and engagement at
UJA Federation of Greater Toronto, and
head of its “Collective Impact Strategy”
on poverty, said federation has started to
think about large-scale social issues in a
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very different way.

“We decided as an organization, with
the input and support of the [agency
heads] around the table, including Ri-
chard Cummings at JF&CS, Janis Roth at
JIAS Toronto, Lori Shekter-Wolfson at JVS
and Nancy Singer at Kehilla, to look at de-
veloping collectively a strategy to address
and hopefully reduce poverty in the Jew-
ish community of Toronto,” Gofine said.

She said a major portion of funds raised
by the annual UJA campaign go toward ad-
dressing poverty. In 2013, the federation al-
located 15 per cent of its annual campaign
funds — $7.6 million - to social services.

“Jewish Family and Child, on a daily
basis, is addressing poverty in the Jewish
community and supporting the Jewish
poor in Toronto in many ways. JVS is look-
ing at employment issues, Kehilla is look-
ing at housing issues, but we have never as
a community banded together to look at
impacting the system in a large and com-
prehensive and significant way. So that is
really the exciting opportunity,” she said.

Fran Chodak, a JF&CS social worker, is
the co-ordinator of a new program called
the STEP (Striving to End Poverty) project,
which aims to provide people with access
to education, and career and life skills
programs to achieve financial independ-
ence, as well as access to JF&CS services.

She said that the idea is also to partner
with other local agencies that are working
toward the same goals.

“I think there is an effort now for agen-
cies to gather together around this issue,
and we're starting to do so more and
more. Now we have this STEP program
that we are initiating that we hope will be
a unique way of delivering some services
that will empower people to move out of
poverty,” Chodak said.

“One of the projects that STEP will
undertake is to raise awareness in the
Jewish community about Jewish poverty,
but also to raise awareness in the general
community that there is Jewish poverty.”

Fran Chodak

In Montreal, Leah Berger, a senior plan-
ning associate for Federation CJA in its de-
partment of strategic planning and com-
munity relations, is co-ordinator of the
federation’s social advocacy committee,
a coalition of local social service agencies
and groups. She said the coalition focuses
mainly on changing policy.

“The social service programs that are
provided by our frontline social service
agencies have a critical impact on individ-
uals and families who are living in poverty.
The social advocacy committee approach-
es these issues from a policy perspective,
meaning that until the policy, until the
core of the issue is addressed, the prob-
lem will never truly be addressed,” Berger
said. “It’s an inclusive approach, meaning
that we seek improved social policies for
all Quebecers, and we seek to accomplish
this by linking up with larger coalitions,
organizations Quebec-wide in the larger
community.”

Susan Karpman, director of community
services and immigration at Ometz, an
employment and social service provider
in Montreal, said poverty can't be solved
by the Jewish community alone.

“That’s why we do invest a lot of resour-
ces in terms of working with and advocat-
ing... for a [better] living wage, for reason-
able welfare benefits, for cost of living, day
care,” Karpman said.
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(416) 781 5156 ext. 225

Canadian Young Judaea celebrates
Camp Solelim’s 50th Anniversary.

Reconnect with old friends and join us
for dinner, drinks and more!

Saturday, March 7th, 2015
35 Carl Hall Road, Toronto
Dress code: Shabbat Chic

To purchase your tickets, please call

or visit www.campsolelim.ca

A portion of the proceeds will
go to the
CYJ Camper Scholarship fund.

#Solelim50th
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Russians less likely to intermarry
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75 APARTMENTS FOR RENT

PRIVATE LUXURY APARTMENTS ON THE RAVINE
34 CARSCADDEN DRIVE °* BATHURST/SHEPPARD

TR {Ilﬂw E"ﬂ.

Llsten to the blrds ina peaceful forest settmg Beautiful spacious,
renovated units available. Quiet, mostly adult building. TTC.

2 Bedroom available.

4B
Please call for information or to book an appointment:
Donna Goldenberg: Donna@lordon.ca

905-474-3600 - 416-638-6813
WE LOOK FORWARD TO WELCOMING YOU HOME

125 FLORIDA PROPERTY FOR SALE

_South Florida Real Estate Professional -
~ Specializing in Sunny Isles, Ba! Harbour
and South Beach o

* CONTACT ME TODAY

130 FLORIDA
PROPERTY
FOR RENT

140 FLORIDA
ACCOMMODATION
WANTED

Delray Beach. Great 55+commu-
nity, amazing condo w/all ame-
nities incl. Near ocean & Atlantic
Ave. $1400/mth. 1- 516- 641-7795

Inverary-2bd/2 bath on goif course
Jan. 01-April 30 or a part; 1900/
mth. Call 416-733-0411 ex. 23

Delray Beach, Century Village,
2 bdrm/2 bath, furnished, A/C.,
across from pool, perferred 3 mths
rental. $1800/mth. 416-484-9184

Aventura Inter-coastal, 2/2.5 direct
pool access, cabana, furnished ,
seasonal or annual 647-800-5100

Boca Raton,2bdrm/2bth. Jan.15
March.15, flexible. Polo club Boca
West/Wynmoor. 416-499-8288

190 VACATION
PROPERTY
AVAILABLE

Saint Croix, U.S. Virgin Islands,
Christiansted, Hillside. Living rm.,
3 bdrm/1bth., kit., min. 3 mths.
Yvonne 1-340-773-6884 or
e-mail:ahhanschen@gmail.com

Hallandale. On beach, new 3 bdr,
3 bath condo, fully fumished. 7 pools.
Call:after 8:00 pm.- 905-771-0351

Hallandale Beach, Parker Tower
on the beach. 2 bdrm/2 bath., fully
renovated, furnished, 24-7 securi-
ty & valet prk. Avail. Nov. 20/14, for
min. 5 mths. Call: 1-847-858-0853

Hallandale. Renovated 1 bdrm.
& sunroom. Modern fumishings,
overiooks canal, pool, tennis
crts. Clean, quiet, close to
beach. 416-630-2177; see photos:
www.hallandale.webs.com

'135"FL6RID'A '
PROPERTY
FOR REN‘I‘/SAI.E

Fort Lauderdale/Pompano to
Boca Raton Starting at $75,000
3 Mo Rentals from $1800
Call Wieder Realty, Inc.
954-978-8300
or 1-888-979-9788
www.Palm-Aire.com

250 DOMESTIC
HELP AVAILABLE

Exp. personal caregiver for the
elderly. Homes, hospitals, ret
homes Eng. & Polish-speaking.
Live out. 647-739-7138

305 ARTICLES
WANTED

Ben Buys Book Collections,
manuscripts, diaries, letters, doc-
uments & militaria. 41 6-890 9644

FINE ASIAN ART & ANTIQUES
PURCHASING CHINESE,
JAPANESE, ASIAN ANTIQUES

Porcelain, Ceramics, Bronze, Jade & Coral
Carvings, Snuff Botiles, Ivory, Cloisonné,
painfings, etc. Over 35 years experience,

professional and courteous.

Call:

250 DOMESTIC

HELP AVAILABLE

@ NHI-NURSING &
&% HOMEMAKERS. INC:

* Private Companions
» Registered Nurses
Highest standards of . care from

general attendant care
to acute injury,care
Call 24/7--365 days/yr,
Tel: 416-754-0700
www . nhihealthcare.com

I can clean your home and apt.
quickly and nicely. Good prices.
Call 647.867.6144.

Reliable, hard working and
experienced caregivers avail-
able. Please call 416-546-5380.

Certified Nursing Assist. w/15 yrs
experience, drives, willing to travel.
Available immediately. 647-771-2820

Cleaning services for homes,
apts., offices, etc. Call Glenna
647-303-5372 or 647-344-2621.

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 17 ‘
said she is a “so-called ba’al tshuvah... un-
fortunately, a minority in the Russian-speak-
ing Jewish community.” “I think the idea of
Limmud is good,” she said, “but I would like
to have seen a bit more Jewish content - by
that, I mean Torah content.”

The question of difference was addressed at
a panel discussion titled “What Makes Russian
Jews Jewish,” featuring Anna Shternshis, a
professor at U of T's Centre for Jewish Studies,
Yigal Kotler, a doctoral candidate at the Jew-
ish Theological Seminary and Olga Levitski, a

PhD candidate in sociolinguistics at the Uni-
versity of Ottawa. They discussed factors such
as shared memory, a community bolstered
not by religious observance but resistance to
fascism, and a lack of acceptance of Russian
Jews by “mainstream Jews” in Canada.

But they also noted that, as the Pew Re-
search Center'’s recent “Portrait of Jewish
Americans” shows, secularization and inter-
marriage among North American Jewry is
rising steeply and that FSU Jews are actually
more likely not to intermarry and to feel more
connected to Israel. B

Poverty is not uniquely Jewish

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 38

Federation CJA committed $6.8 million of
it $30.8 million 2014 campaign tally to social
services.

“What has changed in the last decade for
sure is the focus on capacity-building and
strength-building programs targeting young-
er people. Here at Ometz, working with youth
is a priority. It doesn’t diminish the work we're
doing with people in chronic poverty, people
with mental health issues where we are look-
ing to increase their quality of life, as well
as their skills and capacity. But in particular
with youth, we're looking to break the cycle
of poverty by providing academic support
programs, financial capacity building is a big
focus for us so that people understand the
implications of their decisions today and how
they can plan for their future,” she said.
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The hope is that if children living in
poverty do better in school, are better fed
and have better access to affordable hous-
ing, it will help them break the cycle, but she
said Jewish agencies can't do it alone.

“I would stress the need for collabora-
tion with the broader community, in terms
of looking at Jewish poverty. Poverty is not
uniquely a Jewish issue and the solutions are
not going to be uniquely Jewish community
issues and we really need to work in collab-
oration with other groups, with other coali-
tions, because if that stereotype still exists
of Jews being different and affluent, this is
another way to combat that stereotype, and
it is another way to be effective, and we need
that broader social movement in order to
look at poverty on a macro scale,” Karpman
said. B
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HELP WANTED 395 ELECTRICAL 433 LESSONS 445 MOVING
Jewish male care-giver, | | BOSH ELECTRIC " LEARN2KNIT| | &M Moving and Storage.
EOTF irrglée‘;' g‘ gg;?r needed. MASTER ELECTRICIAN % with Janice Apts., homes, offices. Short notice.

AN LICENSE #7005757 Aknitting teacher | | L2ge or small. We carry suppiies.
: Looking to sell your home? RENOVATIONS 7 for over 10 years | 905-738-4030.

o o BEOTLIGHTER knﬁuﬁe.f& ‘.’.L“"é’.’,?";ﬁ ewstiog SRM Movers-Call Stanley! A-1
3 PANEL UPGRADES * Stress free way to learn skills to last sh9rt notlcg, insured, home, apt.,
TROUBLE SHOOTING a lifetime » Knit the perfect afghan or | | Office, business. 416-747-7082

OUTDOOR LIGHTING sweater for the littie ones in your life N
LANDSCAPE LIGHTING Knit with love, gift with love. We schiep for Less, Aftentive ser-
416-953-2138 vice. Reas. rates. 416-999-6683,

4 1 6-678-23 1 9 www.learn2knit.ca BestWayToMove.com
FULLY INSURED
[ N N N N N N N N N NN N N J
seforesigning ¢ | SR SAMENES
405 FURNITURE any contract, !

305 ARTICLES Earl Bales Sr. Woodworkers. make sure Painting, residential, commercial,

Q‘WANTED Chair Repairs, Caning, Regluing, interior./exterior. Drywall.

416 669 1716

Custom, reas. 416-630-6487.
Marcantonio Furniture Repair

your contractor

Reasonable. FREE ESTIMATES.
PAINT HOUSE ENT.

Specializing in touchups. ap TOPTIO"EI)’ Caliild3:1853.
Rest_oration, r(:)finishings & gen. rcens e
repairs on premises. 416-654-0518 with the Very&se yglur
415 Hol ';;ug; Bl | * Metropolitan * | 3 'Serwce*-ln
IMPROVEMENTS Licensing - ? 2 X ?
0Odd jobs, small repairs, paint- Commission Y < = '. il
ing, etc. Please call Fred at 416-392-3000 ) ClaS-Sal'f'Ied'Sbg
416-420-8731. n




