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Together, we have 
committed ourselves 
to securing the future 
of Jewish life, here in 
Southern Arizona and 
around the world, while 
redoubling our efforts 
to provide food for the 
hungry, shelter for the 
homeless, and outreach 
for the multitudes 
experiencing social 
isolation.

We have advanced the integration of the Jewish Federation of Southern 
Arizona and the Jewish Community Foundation of Southern Arizona while 
co-existing with a lingering pandemic and finding new ways to fulfill our 
organizational mission. Our work and community impact have progressed 
meaningfully throughout.

Now officially known as Jewish Philanthropies of 
Southern Arizona (JPSA), we relentlessly pursue 
the mission of partnering with organizations, 
families, and individuals to foster and enhance 
community and respond to those in need – 
enriching Southern Arizona, the Jewish people, 
and the world.

We are thankful for your commitment and 
generous support. Together, with hundreds 
of other community members, you make 
everything we do possible. Despite a second year 
of COVID-related restrictions and challenges, our 
community remains as steadfast, compassionate, 
and forward-thinking as ever. We rally local donors 
and champion the causes and organizations that 
form an essential safety net ensuring vulnerable populations are supported 
through challenging times. Together, we have committed ourselves to 
securing the future of Jewish life, here in Southern Arizona and around the 
world, while redoubling our efforts to provide food for the hungry, shelter for 
the homeless, and outreach for the multitudes experiencing social isolation.

The future looks bright for the Jewish community of Southern Arizona. 
As the newly integrated Jewish Philanthropies of Southern Arizona, we 
are poised to have an even greater impact locally, in Israel, and around 
the world. We have strengthened our professional leadership team, and 
deepened our partnerships with our five beneficiary agencies. As the 
situation in Ukraine has evolved, our community of supporters has stepped 
up in times of crisis and cares deeply about addressing the world’s injustices 
and supporting those in need. 

No matter what the year ahead brings, we will make a world of 
difference—together. 

In many ways               represents a paradigm shift.2021-22



For more than 75 years, JPSA has remained 
committed to addressing community 
needs locally and overseas, in the Jewish 
community and beyond. By maintaining 
the communal infrastructure that delivered 
support throughout the pandemic, your 
investment has enabled us to help agencies, 
organizations, synagogues, families and 
individuals.

Our Partnership with Homer Davis 
Elementary School

In 2021-22, we continued our longstanding 
partnership with Homer Davis Elementary 
School to provide under-served school 
children with supplemental weekend 
and school-break food packs, after-school 
homework help, classroom assistance, as well 
as school supplies and other items essential 
to their well-being and educational success. 
The Homer Davis Project is a vital social action 
program facilitated by JPSA that directly 
benefits approximately 100 local school 
children.

Our              in Southern ArizonaImpact
Studies have shown that students with poor 
hygiene or who do not come to class with 
adequate school supplies suffer academically. 
That’s why we held a community-wide back-
to-school supply drive in August 2021 to 
support Homer Davis students. Everything 
from binder paper and crayons to deodorant 
and toothbrushes were collected and donated 
to support kids right here in our community.

Looking to the future, we will continue to 
partner with Homer Davis Elementary School 
to explore sustainable, scalable solutions to 
meet the needs of students and their families. 

Providing Transportation and 
Preventing Isolation

As many of us learned during the pandemic, 
prolonged social isolation can be incredibly 
challenging and even lead to health risks. This 
is especially true for vulnerable populations. 
As such, we have expanded service for our 
Senior Transportation Program.

Through our partnership with HandiCar, 
we continue to provide no-cost rides to 
Jewish older adults and Jewish adults with 
disabilities. Before the pandemic began, riders 
were eligible for free rides to and from Jewish 
programs, synagogue services, and other 
social events. Due to increased demand for 
services and evolving health restrictions, we 
expanded services to include trips to and from 
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students received food 
assistance every week 
of the academic year96



medical appointments, including medical 
offices, pharmacies, and vaccination sites.

Last year, we provided 127 trips per month on 
average to community members who would 
otherwise be isolated at home. Thanks to your 
generous support and our organizational 
partnerships, hundreds of local community 
members have stayed engaged in the 
community, attended important medical 
appointments, and connected with others.

Safety, Respect, Equity
Sacred Spaces has partnered with Jewish 
Philanthropies of Southern Arizona and the 
Tucson Jewish Community Center to support 
participating organizations in promoting 
a safer, more respectful, more equitable 
culture for those who work in and access their 
communal spaces. To accomplish this, seven 
cohort organizations are examining their 
organizational culture and developing policies 
that prohibit and respond to complaints, 
discrimination, harassment, bullying, 
retaliation, and other abuses of power.

Jewish-Latino Teen Coalition 

JPSA sponsors the only Jewish-Latino 
Teen Coalition of its kind nationally.  
Twelve outstanding young Jewish and 
Latino teenagers spent a year studying 
each other’s cultures, performing service, 
learning, and exploring social advocacy and 
community issues. This year’s outstanding 
cohort traveled to Washington, D.C., the 
first time such a trip was possible in two 
years. Students met with Senators and 
Congressional Representatives on issues the 
group had selected.

rides provided 
last year1,500+
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Our              in Southern ArizonaImpact

“This program is truly one of a kind and 
so, so special, because it gives teens 
the opportunity to learn about different 
cultures and religions, and to do so in an 
atmosphere of like-minded, intelligent 
peers, all working towards a common goal. 
I may not be in a position of authority now, 
but I now know that I can work toward 
my purpose regardless, and I’ve been 
equipped with the skills to do so because 
of the Jewish-Latino Teen Coalition and 
the people who make it possible.” 
– Talya Fleisher, Member, 
JLTC 2021-22 Cohort



Combatting Antisemitism in Our 
Backyard

In the spring of 2021, our community was shaken 
by two alarming antisemitic attacks: the glass 
entry door was shattered at Congregation 
Chaverim in May 2021 and a Tucson Chabad 
house was vandalized with graffiti just two 
weeks later.

In response, JPSA convened a 60-member multi-
faith, multi-ethnic, anti-hate group to issue a 
unified statement condemning antisemitism 
and all forms of hatred and bigotry.

We didn’t stop there. In order to keep our 
community safe and secure, JPSA continues to 
fully fund the work of our community security 
directors. Paul Patterson and Chelsea Gutierrez 
work diligently to address threats when – and 
even before – they arise. They provide security 
assessments to each of our community 
congregations and agencies, train staff and 
community members, interface with local law 
enforcement, and oversee our community’s 
response to any potential threats.

JPSA played an active role in bolstering 
community security in 2021-2022 by assisting 
multiple agencies in applying for funding from 
the Arizona Department of Homeland Security 
Nonprofit Security Grant Program. Six local 
Jewish organizations were awarded a combined 
$587,634 (see chart at right) to be used to 
support target hardening and other physical 
security enhancements and activities, including 
planning and training.

“There is never an acceptable reason for 
antisemitism, and it is never defensible. 
We unite against antisemitism, as we unite 
against xenophobia, racism and bigotry of 
every kind.” - Anti-Hate Statement

Organization   Amount   
    Awarded

Handmaker Jewish   $150,000
Services for the Aging

Congregation Chaverim $144,440

Jewish Federation of  $121,500
Southern Arizona

Jewish Family &  $77,615 
Children’s Services

University of Arizona   $48,239
Hillel Foundation

Temple Emanu-El  $45,840
  

PJ Library

PJ Library continues to be a highly popular Jewish engagement 
program in Southern Arizona. Each month, we send educational 
and entertaining Jewish books to over 500 local children – at no 
cost to participants! Since the program launched in Tucson in 2008, 
nearly 2,200 children have benefitted from month after month 
of heartwarming Jewish content, facilitating meaningful Jewish 
connection with their parents and siblings.

In 2021-22, we expanded PJ Library programming to include a new 
6-part series geared towards children aged 2-8 years old called Jewish 
Life Through Art, a joint project with Congregation Anshei Israel. The 
series included appearances from rabbis, cantors, and synagogue educational directors. 
Families learned about Shabbat during Who’s Got the Grape Juice?, Chanukah during Let 
There be LIGHT!, Passover during Who’s got the Afikomen?, and more.
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Jewish Family & Children’s Services (JFCS) 
is a key partner in delivering vital services to 
those most in need in our community. JPSA 
is a funder and facilitator of multiple outreach 
and assistance efforts to meet those needs. 
Your support of JPSA strengthens JFCS, 
which results in increased care for our most 
vulnerable populations. Below are a number 
of JFCS programs made possible thanks in 
part to JPSA’s continued support.

Jewish Emergency Financial Assistance 
(JEFA) 
The JEFA program continues to provide 
critical financial assistance and case 
management services to families and adults 
facing economic challenges. This program 
helps to prevent eviction and utility shutoffs 
while also assisting with transportation, food 
insecurity, and medical co-pays.

The JEFA program has been and continues 
to be a vital lifeline for the most vulnerable 
members of our Jewish community by 
helping them address crises through 
dignified, respectful, and compassionate 
support.

Caring for Local Holocaust Survivors
JFCS has been providing valuable 
Survivor support services for 25 years, 
enabling Survivors in our community 
to live independently and with dignity. 
This important work is funded largely 
by The Conference on Jewish Material 
Claims Against Germany as well as Jewish 
Philanthropies of Southern Arizona. In a 
growing partnership with Kavod Shef and 
JPSA, JFCS is provided additional emergency 
financial assistance to meet the needs of our 
local Holocaust Survivors that fall beyond the 
bounds of Claims Conference restrictions.

This funding provided 52 local Survivors with 
crucial services like transportation assistance, 
utility bill assistance, mental health 
counseling, social visits, and much more.

Type of Service # of Recipients

Food Assistance 125

Housing Assistance 103

Utility Assistance 80

Transportation Assistance 17

Medical Assistance 13

Durable Medical Equipment 3

Highlighting Our 
with Jewish Family & Children’s Services

Partnership

Honoring and caring for our Survivors has been 
and will always remain a priority. 

Mitzvah Magic 

This popular program mobilizes JPSA volunteers 
and donors to provide low-income Jewish 
families with gifts and support during Rosh 
Hashanah, Chanukah, and Passover. Vulnerable 
families were provided with gift cards to ensure 
they were able to buy groceries and other 
necessary items, as well as gifts for their children. 
Although need has increased since the start 
of the pandemic, we are proud to share that 
Mitzvah Magic has grown to meet that demand. 
In 2021, 312 dedicated donors donated or helped 
raise over $30,000 to support 30 local families, 
representing a meaningful increase over last year. 

312 dedicated donors

$30,000+ raised 

30 local families supported

Mitzvah Magic
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Type of Service # of Recipients

Food Assistance 125

Housing Assistance 103

Utility Assistance 80

Transportation Assistance 17

Medical Assistance 13

Durable Medical Equipment 3

In 2021-22, we provided critical 
support to our primary overseas 
partners: the American Jewish 
Joint Distribution Committee 
(JDC) and the Jewish Agency for 
Israel (JAFI).

For over a century, JDC has 
been the leading global Jewish 
humanitarian organization, 
putting Jewish values into 
action when the world needs it 
most. It is estimated that JDC 
has rescued over 1,000,000 Jews 
in danger since the organization 
was formed in 1914. JDC has 
also provided emergency relief 
assistance in 69 countries over 
the past 100 years. We are proud 
to continue funding their many 
life-saving activities.

JAFI’s mission is to provide the 
global framework for Aliyah 
(immigration to Israel), ensure 
global Jewish safety, strengthen 
Jewish identity, and connect 
Jews to Israel and one another. 

Spotlight on Response to Ukraine Crisis
JPSA remains vigilant and prepared to respond to 
threats to the global Jewish community. Between 
the pandemic, rising antisemitism, and the Russian 
invasion of Ukraine, our capacity to mobilize our 
community in response to crises has never been 
more critical. In the wake of the Russian invasion 
of Ukraine, home to one of Europe’s largest Jewish 
populations, we raised over $500,000 locally (as 
of July 2022); the Jewish Federation system has 
collectively secured over $71M to date.

Through our partnership with Jewish Federations
of North America (JFNA), we have distributed these
emergency funds to JDC, JAFI, and other worthy
agencies. These partnerships have enabled us to 
support individuals in need with the vital assistance 
they require to get to safety and begin rebuilding 
their lives.

In June 2022, we secured a matching gift of $150,000 
which matches donations for refugee and migrant 
relief, dollar for dollar. Our fundraising efforts in this 
area continue as Tucson leads the way for refugee 
resettlement in Arizona.
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Our     Jewish CommunityGlobal

$500,000+ raised locally to 
help the people of Ukraine



Prior to the pandemic, we launched an 
extensive community planning process. 
More than a thousand community members 
and leaders provided thoughtful insight and 
feedback about their experience of Jewish life 
in Southern Arizona. Based on the findings of 
this extensive research, three working groups 
were formed in order to effectively address 
community priorities and concerns. Additional 
professional positions at Jewish agencies have 
been/are currently being filled in service of the 
needs of the community.

Working Group 1: Drive Toward a Community-
Wide Approach to Jewish Education

One of the community needs identified in 
the initial survey was for Jewish education 
for children and families, including for those 
who are not affiliated with a congregation 
or attending Jewish day school. By creating 
additional offerings targeting these Jewish 
families, we can meaningfully increase Jewish 
education, engagement, and reach many in our 
community who responded to the study with 
great interest in Jewish education.

The Tucson JCC has been actively working with 
several congregations to pilot collaborative 
offerings in this space – and the J launched 
new Jewish educational offerings as a part 
of their popular JCare (after-care for school-
aged kids) program. Already providing 
transportation from over 20 local public 
schools to the J each day, JCare now offers 
Jewish education, experiential, and enrichment 
offerings in addition to recreation, homework 
help, and activities. Moreover, leveraging 
their existing transportation infrastructure, 
the J has generously worked on a pilot 
with congregations to ferry students to 
congregational religious school to support their 
full engagement.

This is an important and exciting milestone. Not 
only does it immediately address a high-priority 
need identified in the community survey, it also 
demonstrates that we are swift to take action to 
meet those needs.

Working Group 2: Elevate and Embrace 
Diverse Approaches to Jewish Life: Spiritual, 
Cultural, and Values-Driven

The community study informed us that many 
members of the Southern Arizona Jewish 
community desire new and different ways to 
engage Jewishly beyond synagogue affiliation. 
Young adults and millennials in particular 
are eager for different kinds of spiritual 
expression and would like to find ways to 
create those opportunities beyond the walls of 
a synagogue.

In 2021, this working group recommended 
the creation of a Community Engagement 
Director position. We are pleased to share 
that work on this project moves forward 
and is currently under consideration by 
members of the Ecosystem for a launch in 
the coming program year. In addition to an 
Engagement Director, the working group 
has recommended hiring a Senior Jewish 
Educator, engaging Gather, Inc. (a technology 
platform for tracking Jewish engagement) 
to provide training, and deploying a cohort 
of volunteer ambassadors who will broaden 
the reach and impact of our community 
engagement efforts. We are eager to see 
progress made in this space.

Additionally, we anticipate that in the months 
ahead we will develop a coordinated plan to 
launch community-wide Jewish celebrations 
that allow opportunities for people to come 
together in a way that does not cause inter-
organizational competition for such events.
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Driving      on Community GoalsProgress



Working Group 3: Pursue Tzedek and 
Tikkun Olam through Community Service, 
Social Justice, and Social Action

The final working group focuses on 
bringing Jewish values to life through 
service and action. For many special 
population groups in Southern Arizona who 
are less involved today—interfaith families, 
LGBTQIA+ individuals, millennials, and 
young adults—their primary expression 
of Jewish identity is through making the 
world a better place. Many expressed an 
interest in more opportunities to act on 
these commitments within the context of 
the Jewish community and are hopeful that 
they will meet other like-minded people in 
the process. Moreover, many participants 
in community conversations expressed a 
desire to see all sectors of the community 
and all age groups mobilized to serve 
populations in need within the Jewish 
community, including and especially older 
adults, wherever they reside.

During the 2021-22 program year, this 
working group chose to prioritize meeting 
the needs of the older adult population as 
a first step. In 2021-22, we expanded the 
Senior Transportation Program to include 
medical-related trips as well as trips to/
from Jewish programming and services. It 
is paramount that older adults and adults 
with disabilities not feel socially isolated and 
lonely, particularly as they emerge from 
the trauma and challenges posed by the 
pandemic.

The Jewish Ecosystem of Southern Arizona: 
Collaborative Leadership of Community 
Priorities
To advance the execution of the community 
priorities that emerged from our planning 
process, we are on the cusp of launching a 
new collaborative community forum called the 
Jewish Ecosystem of Southern Arizona. The 
Ecosystem is an inclusive, collaborative decision-
making group consisting of the many and varied 
organizations that contribute to Jewish life 
in Southern Arizona. This group oversees and 
makes decisions enabling the execution of plans 
and priorities across all three working groups. 
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Beth Shalom Temple       
  Center
Congregation Anshei Israel
Congregation Beit Simcha
Congregation Bet Shalom
Congregation Chaverim
Congregation Choftez   
  Chayim
Congregation M’Kor Hayim
Institute for Jewish Services  
  & Study
Institute for Judaic Services  
  & Study (Saddlebrook)
Jewish Friendship Group  
  (Saddlebrook)
Kol Ami
Secular Humanist Jewish  
  Circle
B’nai Brith
Brandeis
Hadassah
Handmaker
Jewish Family and   
  Children’s Services

Jewish Philanthropies of  
  Southern Arizona
Northwest Tucson Jewish  
  Community
Tucson Hebrew Academy
Tucson Jewish    
  Community Center
Tucson Jewish Free Loan
Tucson Jewish Museum   
  & Holocaust Center
UArizona Center for   
  Judaic Studies
UArizona Hillel
Desert Caucus
Temple Kol Simcha
Chabad of Oro Valley
Chabad of Sierra Vista
Chabad Jewish Center   
  of Vail
The Shul of Tucson
Chabad on River
Chabad at the UArizona
Olami Arizona
Weintraub Israel Center

Ecosystem Organizations (list in formation)



Agency Leadership Brings Three Outstanding 
Women to Southern Arizona
One of the major highlights of 2021-22 program year was the hiring 
of three new agency executives: Lori Shepherd at the Tucson 
Jewish Museum & Holocaust Center, Johanna Shlomovich at the 
Tucson Hebrew Academy, and Jessica Emerson McCormack at the 
University of Arizona Hillel Foundation.

Lori Shepherd
After an extensive and rigorous search, the Board of Directors 
of the Tucson Jewish Museum & Holocaust Center selected Lori 
Shepherd as the new Executive Director in March 2022. Lori was 
unanimously approved. Prior to moving to Tucson, she previously 
served as the Executive Director of the El Paso Holocaust Museum 
and Study Center.

Johanna Shlomovich
Tucson Hebrew Academy welcomed Johanna Shlomovich as 
its new Head of School in August 2021. Having served as Chief 
Operating Officer of Ramaz School in New York City (including 
during COVID), Johanna comes to THA excited about a bright 
future. Her first academic year at THA concluded in May 2022 and 
culminated with the first 8th Grade Israel Trip in two years.  

Jessica Emerson McCormack
In March 2021, the Board of Directors of the University of Arizona 
Hillel Foundation named native Tucsonan Jessica Emerson 
McCormack as Executive Director. Jessica was selected after a 
national search and competitive selection process from a strong 
field of Jewish leaders. Her first academic year at Hillel concluded 
in May 2022 and culminated with Shabbat on the Mall and an 
outstanding Hillel Open House that each saw dramatic increases 
in participation and engagement over recent years. 
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Securing and Investing in  
to Lead Our Community

Talent

Lori Shepherd

Johanna Shlomovich

Jessica Emerson McCormack



Additional           UpdatesCommunity
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JILL RICH DAVID HAMEROFF

AARON ROTTENSTEIN CARLOS HERNANDEZ SAM GOLDFINGER

ISAAC ROTHSCHILD KATHY GERST HEATHER WOLFSON

HEDY FEUER JAMES GIERKE

Looking Forward: Tobin Fellows Cohort

Building on our community’s exemplary legacy of lay leadership, we are thrilled to announce 
the upcoming launch of the Tobin Fellows in fall 2022. This initiative will follow a leadership 
cohort model and will be divided into two components. For the first component, we have been 
working with Lapin International to build a tailored curriculum based on their Lead by Greatness® 
framework. These workshops will help participants get in touch with their unique leadership style 
through deep self-reflection to uncover the non-negotiable beliefs that drive their choices and 
decisions. They then develop strategies for using those guiding principles to lead.

The second component of this program will focus on the technical skills necessary to maximize 
participants’ contributions to the organizations they serve, enhancing the effectiveness of the 
participants in an organizational leadership setting. Through the comprehensive development 
of our community lay leaders, we will establish a strong pipeline of effective, charismatic, and 
compassionate leaders to steward our community for the future.

The following individuals were presented with 
awards from the Jewish Federation:

•	 Jill Rich, Woman of the Year

•	 David Hameroff, Man of the Year

•	 Aaron Rottenstein, The Gary I. Sarver 
Award: Young Man of the Year

•	 Carlos Hernandez, Ben & Betty Brook 
Community Professional Award

•	 Sam Goldfinger, Rabbi Arthur R. Oleisky 
Teen Recognition Award

The following individuals were honored by 
Jewish community agencies:

•	 Isaac Rothschild, Tucson Jewish 
Community Center

•	 Kathy Gerst, Tucson Hebrew Academy

•	 Heather Wolfson, University of Arizona 
Hillel Foundation

•	 Hedy Feuer, Jewish History Museum & 
Holocaust History Center

•	 James Gierke, Jewish Family and 
Children’s Services of Southern Arizona

LeadershipHonoring



Harvey & Deanna Evenchik Center for Jewish Philanthropy
3718 East River Rd. | Tucson, AZ 85718
520-577-9393
jparizona.org

Thank you
You have our sincere appreciation and gratitude 
for your support during the 2021-22 program 
year, and your continued commitment to Jewish 
Philanthropies of Southern Arizona. 
Together, we make a world of difference. 

Jewish 
Philanthropies 

of S O U T H E R N  A R I Z O N A

A Word About Our New 
Brand and Logo

Jewish Philanthropies of Southern Arizona 
(JPSA) unites the Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Community Foundation of Southern 
Arizona into a single organization, building on 
a 75-year history of serving as our community’s 
coordinating body for fundraising, 
philanthropy, planning, and communal 
services. 

JPSA’s vision is to achieve the full potential 
of Jewish philanthropy, now and for future 
generations. We are proud to partner with 
organizations, families, and individuals to 
foster and enhance community and respond 
to those in need – enriching Southern Arizona, 
the Jewish people, and the world.

Our new logo is a thriving tree of life and is 
inspired by the traditional Jewish story of Honi 
the Circle Maker and the Carob Tree. “When I 
was born into this world, I found many trees 
planted by my parents and grandparents. 
Just as they planted for me, I now plant for my 
children and grandchildren so they will inherit 
a fruitful world.”

We hope you will continue to join us in 
investing in our Jewish community just 
as those who came before us did. The 
commitment we demonstrate today 
ensures a beautiful community for 
generations to come. 


