











PART ONE: PATTERNS OF SETTLEMENT
1845-1870

If "no man is an iland," then the German
-Jew of yesterday can only be understood in
relation to the American non-Jews among
whom he lived, They outnumbered him more
than 100 to 1. Their concept of him--and
it was often a sorry one--never left him

untouched.
Jacob Hader Marcus.















well: they dealt, in the beginning at least, with the kind
of people they had always known, in a language they had al-
ways spoken.8 What was different and exhilarating about it
all was their freedom to move about, expand, and try out
various ventures,

In a perceptive new study, The Shaping of Jewish

Histo %, Ellis Rivkin suggests that larger forces were at
work in the immigration of great numbers of German Jews.
They came, he says, nat because of intensified persecution,
but because of the "snapping of the links connecting Jews

to the old precapitalist agricultural system."™ What had
formerly been a "hostile symbiosis" between precapitalist _
urbanized Jews and the German peasant was transformed by the
dynamism of nineteenth century American capitalism into a
mutually profitable partnership.9 Certainly the German Jews
did well in their new country, but Rivkin, in taking the
broad view, wouid probably concede that the snapping of a
link of any kind brings social dislocati&n. What was sig=-
nificant in nineteenth century Europe was that the social
dislocation did not have to be tolerated. There was an al-

ternative to anti-semitism and economic restriction, and the

™German-Jewish Names,“_Studiés in Judaicé Americané, 276) .

8There is evidence that the Jewish peddler came quick-
ly to prefer dealing with English-speaking ‘Americans; the
Germans were frequently bad. customers (Glanz, "Source Materi-
al on Jewish Immigration," Studies in Judesica Americana, 57).

9Ellistirkin,.The Shaping of Jewish History: A Rad-
ical New Interpretation (New York: Charlies Soribner's Sons,
1971), 196=-197. :



ery "Up and to America" reverberated throughout the Jewish
commﬁnities of Central Europe.10 And the‘more successful
the initial settlers were, the more assistance and encourage-
ment they were able to offer to members of their families |
and their "to-religionists" who were considéring the move to
North America, A

In some ways, life in the American hinterland was
easier for the German Jew than it was for the German non-
Jew, When the Jew ran into prejudice and intense nativism,
he had his hereditary defenses, For'the non~Jew who had |
never known discrimination, the early years were frequently

a jarring experience.ll

The establishment of religious in-
stitutions, on the other hand, was more difficult for the
Jew, particularly after he left the Eastern seaboard wheré
Sephardic congregations had existed since colonial times.
The Jew in the Middle West helped the German Christian to
organize and preserve his mode of living and participated
with him in a general German social 1life, but then, if he
lwas conscientious, the Jewish settler étill had the task of
organizing his own religious and communal 1ife. And he

frequently had to do this while Christians, at best, were

praying earnestly €orhis conversion. He was a German, and

: lo"Source Material on Jewish Immigration," in Glanz,
Studies in Judaica Americana, 27, 30, L2, '

1lG1anz, "Jews in Relation to the Cultural Milieu of
the German," in Studies in Judaica Americana, 205. Animosity
toward the German immigrant centered largely around the
issues of temperance and observance of the sabbath,




a new American, and a Jew, and the added religious dimension
was a complicating factor in his life which sometimes ex-
plained the delay in the establishment of enduring congrega-
tions. In many instances, there was simply too much for the
German-Jewish immigrant to handle at one time.12 His first
priority had to be to make a living.

Given what seem to be the preconditions for Jewish
settlement--a growing German population, a relatively un-
developed market with a recognizable urban center, and a
transportation 1link with the source of manufactured goods--
Toledo, Ohio was a predictable choice for the establishment
of a community of Jewish merchants in the mid-18,40's. Cin-
cinnati, which was sixty hours away by canal, had been a
center for Jewish settlement since Joseph Jonas arrived there
with his family in 1817. By 18L5 the city had two Jewish
congregations and four years later the Jewish population was
estimated at l},000, considerably more than the total popula-
tion of Toledo at that time.13 In addition, Cincinnati was
a major wholesale center for the West and the seat of the
extensive Jewish clothing industry. The mid-forties is also
chronologically consistent with the establishment of other

Jewish settlements in Ohio and Michigan., The community in

121pig,, 223.

13Jacob R. Marcus, The Jews of Ohio (Cincinnati: The
American Jewish Archives, 1967), 5-6. Toledo Blade, Septem-
ber L, 1850, In a 1970 master's thesis.at the University of
Cincinnati, Amn Deborah Michael suggests the presence of Jews
in the city as early as 1814 ("The Origins of the Jewish
Community of Cincinnati," 28),







married to daughters of the Thorner family of Cincinnati,
And the Thorner sons were also represented among the early
merchants of the city. They opened ciothing stores in 1849
and 1-851.16
The record is contradictory as to who actually ar-
rived first, According to the Mgumee Valley Pionser Asso-
ciation, Henry Thorner came to Toledo on September 21, 1845,
and Joseph‘Roemer and William Kraus arrived with their fam-
ilies on May 14, 1846, But since Henry Thorner was only

thirteen years old in 1845, it seems reasonable to assume

that the records of the Deuntschen Ficonier Vereins are correct

and that young Henry first came to Toledo in September 1846
when he would have been able to make his home, at 1éast temm
porarily, with one of his sisters, Marianne Kraus or Freder-
icka Roemer.l7

On the other hand, there is evidence that the Kraus
and Boemer store opened for business in the fall of 18,5,
and somebody must have been running it before the arrival

18 ’

of the proprietors and their families, It is not at all un-

16An ad for S5, Thorner end Company appears in the
Toledo Blade, May 16, 18,9, Joseph and Henry Thorner were
both involved in the operation of the Great Western Cloth-
ing store which first advertised on September 2}, 1851,

17aggreases, Memors Sketches, Maumee Valley Pio-
neer Association tToledotsrooman and Anderson, 1900), 202-
20h. Chronik des Deutschen Pionier Vereins von Toledo,
Ohio (Toledo: Peter Mettler, 1898), Witglieder, unnumbered,

18Toledo Blade, September 2, 1845. The initial ad
gave notice of "a cheap clothing store from Cincinnati" to
be operated by Kraus and Roemer.
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Landman had become a Mason during his year in Vicks-
burg ané‘shortly after his arrival in Toledo he, along with
-twelvé or fifteen other men, hired a big sled and rode
"throggh_the woods and hills"™ to Maumee where they received
é‘diépensation to organize a new lodge. The incident later
1oomed 1afge‘in Jacob Landman's memory. The snow was heavy,
with a crust, he remembered, and the ride was an exciting
one, They arrived early in the evening, thoroughly chilled,
and had supper at Kingsbury House. In January of 1847 the |
seme group called a meeting at the 0dd Fellows Hall and
Toledo Masonry was 5orn. Almost sixty years later Landman
alone was left to reminisce about that snowy ride to Maumee%o

The Masons were not his only activity, ‘He also be=-
longed to the 0dd Fellows, was a member of the volunteer firse
department and was interested in politicé} first in the Free
Soil movement which he helped to launch in the area and then
in the Republican party. He and his partner (the business
was aiways in Heinsheimer's name) plunged into a challeng-
competition with other clothing merchants, particularly with

the ever-changing Kraus, Roemer, Thorner operation, But

Clncinnati by the Rev. Mr, Goodheim on April 27, 1808. The
notice appeared in the Blade on May 2, 15&8 and included the
following: "We are commanded to 'rejoice with those that do
rejoice,! and on this occasion, being in receipt of a beauti-
ful slice of the wedding cake, which promises to make the
hearts of all glad, we would do violence to our own sense .of
justice not to express our warm good wishes for the happiness
and prosperity of these partners in their new and interesting
relation,"

uoToledo News-Bee, October 2, 1904. Toledo Times,
October 13, 03.
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ated as the writer went on to éuggést that "it would be a
fine item among our commercial statisties could the actual
receipts for ready-made clothing in this city be accurately
ascertained, There is no branch of our business that has
been more rapidly improving or more thoroughly monopolized,
Our city boasts perhaps twenty dealers in this trade alone,"

Less-than four years later, and almost ten years
after their partnership had been formed, Heinsheimer and
Landman offered their complete stock of goods for sale, ine
cluding the fixtures and the leasehold. on the store they
were then occupying in the Williams Block on Summit street,
In addition they offered to sell lots 247, 368, and 550 in
Port Lawrence on which there were five rental houses, Fur-
ther property included lot 165 in the Stickney addition aﬁd
66 feet fronting on Summit street and running back 330 feet
to Superior street, The partnefs had indeed accumilated
wealth, and yet both decided to return to Cincinnati, On
February 9, 1856 they dissolved their partnership,uT

Just as he was ready to leave ths city, Jacob Landman
received a silver goblet from the membefs of the Croton
Fire Company No. 3 in appreciation of his "many noble quali~-
ties and services as their foreman.," The gift was unusual,
and the Blade noted approvingly that "this spontaneous token

of regard was as much merited be the recipient as it was

4631640 Blade, January 1li, 1856,

hTToledo Blade, February 9, 1856.









Chapter Two: THE EARLY ENTREPRENEURS

Jacob Landman's success, as well as that of the other
early Jewish merchants, was due in large part to the flexi-
bility of their operations, to their willingness to slide in
and out of partnerships and provide capital and jobs, how-
ever menial, for a landsmann and a co-religionist. From the
time of their arrival in the United States, they were part
of a network of German-Jewish activity.

The operations of the Krauses, Joseph Roemer, and the
Thorner brothers during the early years serve as an illustra-
tion both of the fluidity of business enterprise and of ties
with the established Jewish centers. William Kraus, perhaps
the most enterprising of the German-Jewish immigrants in
Toledo, went immediately into the business of exchanging
money. He also beceme involved in building a distillery,
along with his more conventional interest in the clothing
business ﬁhich he shared with his brothers and with Roemer.

By 1846 the clothing business was flourishing in
Cincinnatli. As the Jewish peddlers moved West from the sea-
.board and in many caées became shopkeepers themselves, they

needed closer sources of supply. Wholesale operations grew

up in New Orleans, in St., Louis and in Cincinnati.1 These

' ..1Rud01f Glanz, "Early Jewish Peddling in America," in
Studies in Judaica Americana (New York: KATV Publishing House

26
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purchasing elsewhere.

"Elsewhere" seems to have been the Lake Erie Clothing
Store, 6perated bf Heinsheimer and Landman. From their
earliest days the Star and Lake Erie stores tried to outdo
each other in the Blade'!s advertising colﬁmns. Each used
a cut and various type styles and sizes within the same ad
to attract attention. Also, the rivalry was obvious in the
copy the owners ran. In a new ad on April 23, 1847, Kraus
and Roemer claimed that under the sign of the Star they were
selling goods which came from New York, Boston, and Phila-
delphia and which they were able to offer at "prices that
will astonish the natives." Heinsheimer employed a sailing
vessel in his ad and assured Toledoans that "we do not mean
to be a mere star in the ready-made clothing and furnishing
‘business, but will endeavor to make our establishment a Sun
to light the darkened footsteps of others."LL The Star ad
measured eight inches, the Heinsheimer ad nine, and they
ware frequently placed in the paper side by side.

Kraus's ad offering to exchange money and to buy gold
and gilver first appeared in December 1846 and continued off
and on until he went officially into the banking business as
& partner in the City Bank in 1857. On July 28, 1847 Kraus

and Roemer announced the erection of a large distillery for

3Toledo Blade, April 5, 1847, The Cincinnati City Di-
rectory of 1846 1ists Kraus, Roemer and Company, clothiers,
at the Northeast corner of Main and Second, There is a per-
sonal listing for William Kraus but none for Roemer (236),.

uToledo Blade, April 26, 1847,
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appeared, but the new ad was even more eye-catching:

BEM BAM  BOUM
Latest News

Hungary has been Conquered, Venice has Capitulated,

Rome has been Crushed

but

S. Thorner and Gompaﬁy
are still holding out and intend to defend the cor-
ner a2s long as there is a rag in the store, customer

to buy them, and carts to haul them away. wil like
a general of old, exclaim "Never Surrender,"

In the meantime, while the Thorners were getting
established, there was a reorganization in the original
Kraus and Roemer clothing store, and what had been a retail
operation became also a manufacturing establishment, In
August 1848 the firm ammounced that it would be making pants,
vests and shirts "in connection with their immense stock
of resdy-made clothing, hats, caps, boots, etc,' They wanted
"hands to work on the above kind of work--either men or
women." Good wages were promised.l2 Apparently this kind
of diversification was not unusual in the mid-nineteenth

century. For example, Lewls Atherton reports the difficul-

ties in handling census information from 1840 because so

lpsiedo Blade, September 28, 1849,

leTbledo Bldde, August 19, 1848,
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many storekeepers sold both at wholesale and retail and en-
gaged in some manufacture of their own.13 The Star Clothing
Store in Toledo was in a process of transition which was not
unusual in American mercantile history.

Perhaps there was something about the new direction
of the firm which did not please William Kraus. In Septem~
ber 18149 he withdrew from the clothing store and the company
was reorganized to include only his brother Lahman Kraus and
Joseph Roemer, The name of the firm remained unchanged.lu
Kraus's money broker ad disappeared from the Blade at about
the same time, but the distillery continued to operate.
William Kraus told the census taker in 1850 that he was a
distiller and he reported a household which ineluded his wife,
three daughters, a thirteen year o0ld boy born in Germany,
and a German-born female servant by the name of Elizabeth,
Kraus gave his age as thirty-five.l5

Even though he was in the distilling business at the
time of the census in August, he was out of it by October,
He dissolved his partnership with William Howe and left the
business in the hands of Howe and of his older brother,

Jacob, For the second time William Kraus had moved out of a

.business arrangement but had left one of his brothers in it,

13Atherton, The Southern Country Store, LOn.

1L’fToledo Blade, September 10, 1849.

15U.S. Bureau of the Census, Seventh Census of the
United States: 1850, Population schedules, Toledo and
Lucas County, Schedule I, 75,
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of the 1850's, he surfaced again in November 1857 when he
Joined with Charles J, Wood as a partner in the City Bank
of Toledo. Wood's pfevious partner withdrew from the firm,
The E;gég, in recognizing the change, called William Kraus

120 And a man of means he remained until

a "man of means.,
the disastrous failure of his bank in the panic of 1873, In
1864 Kraus reported a taxable income of $6,900, higheat of
the members of the Jewish community, but far from the top
income reported in the city.°* And in 1873, when his fi-
nances were a matter for public speculation, the county
treasurer estimated William Kraus's personal real estate
to be valued between $300,000 and $1,00,000.22

While Kraus's fortunes were building, his relatives
were going through numerous business changes and temporary
alliances. Kraus ahd-Roemer, ¢clothiers, relocated in their
new building, weathered what seems to have been a minor
labor skirmish., The Tailors' Society successfully persuaded
several of the master tailors in the city to establish a
fixed scale of prices, and thereby to establish wages., The
grateful tailors published a card of thanks in the Blade,
citing Kraus and Roemer; Mack, Thorner and Company; and

Heinsheimer and Company among the eight cooperative firms.23

20751 6do Blﬁéé, November 3, 1857,

2lpen Toledoans reported incomes for tax purpoges in
axcess of $10,000, The highest was that of tobacco merchant
€alvin Bronson at $60,610 (Toledo Bee, December 28, 1893, 6).

22

Toledo Blade, October 1, 1873,

23Toledo Blade, May 17, 1853,
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made a trip to New York to stock it, and also continued in
manufacturing. In the spring of 1858 the Blade heralded
a "great revival in the clothing business," and Gustav
Goidsmith, a competitor of Roemer's, wrote an ad which re-
vealed some of the condiﬁions in the clothing business,
He said that he had "bought none of this miserable Slop
Shop work and consequently can sell none." Lahman Kraus
opened his own tajloring shop at No. 63 Summit street and
probably experienced difficult times. 'In 1860 he announced
his willingness to barter his services in exchange for coun-
try goods.26

In FebruaryJ186O Henry Thorner bought out his brother
Joseph, and in June of that year entered into partnership
with Joseph Roemer. The firm was called J. Roemer and Com=-
pany. Thorner had extricated himself ffom a soap and candle
manufacturing endeavor with a man named Ertel before going
}into business with his brother-in-law,27 The following year

Thorner left the Roemer partnership and became a sutler for

. 26051 edo Blade, April 21, 1858; April 2L, 1858; Aug~
ust 28, 18F8; February 29, 1860, - o S :

2Troledo Blade, February 6, 1860; June L, 1860. Some
confusion arises from the Thorner entries in Williams Toledo
Directo City Guide and Business Mirror for 1860 (Toledo:
Anderson and Fullsr, 1860) which shows Henry T, Thorner in
the soap and candle business with Edward E. Ertel; Henry
Thorner, clothier; and H. Thorner and Co., brewers and dealers
in malt and hops, There is also a listing for Henry Thorner,
salesman, at Ll Summit street (143)., Part of this can be ex-
plained by William Kraus! testimony in December 1875 that he
bought Andrew Stephan's brewery at a foreclosure .sale in 1857
or 1858 and operated it for a time under the name of Thorner
and Company (Blade, December 20, 1875).
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much of his time in New York. Oncé again Henry Thorner was
selling clothing. In 1871 Thorner married Mark Graff's
daughter Henrietts énd latef that year he started a liquor
business with a man named E, Epker, A few years later he
dissolved that partnership to deal in wholesale liquors
under the firm name of Thorner and Cohen, Henry Thorner,
who was only thirty-eight years old in 1870, had been in
Toledo for most of twenty-four years, and had been involved
in at least six business arrangements, He had many more
to come before his colorful career ended in 1911.31 His
brother Joseph was not nearly so active. Once he left the
clothing business, he settled into a partnership with
George Meissner, dealing in barley and brewers!' supplies.
Joseph was more stable and apparently also somewhat more
prosperous than Henry.32

The oldest Kraus brother, Jécob, and his partner
William Howe, offered the distillery for sale in December
1857. They suggested that the f00 foot lot with the engine,

boilers and line shafting might be suitable for a planing

3101ark Waggoner, ed., History of the City of Toledo
and Lucas County Ohio (New York and Eoledo: Minsell and Co.,
1 743; Toledo Blade, April 12, 1869; April 1, 1869;
Edwards, Toledo: Historical and Descriptive, 2,2, Henry
Thorner apparently left the city .for some time after the
Civil War. The Commercisl on April 12, 1869 said: "We are
glad to welcome Mr. Henry Thorner to the active business
circles of Toledo again.™

32In 1868 Joseph reported taxable income of $1,490;
Henry reported $235 (Blade, May 7, 1868).



39

mill or another manufacturing purpose, The Blade, always
staunchly a temperance newspaper, thought this a good idea,
By the time of the first city directory in 1858, Jacob Kraus
was back in the ¢lothing business on the corner of Monroe
and Perry streets.33

Shifting business alliances such as the Kraus, Roemer,
Thorner enterprises were not confined simply to the Jewish
merchants., A careful study of nineteenth century newspapers
would reveal considerable instability, with businessmen
easing in and out of partnerships frequently. But the Jew-
ish merchants added the dimension of family and family in-
terests, and when the family was large the possibilities
were extensive.Bu When Jacob Landman returned to Toledo and
went into the liquor businesa, he invited his brother-in-law
Samuel Stettiner and his nephew Isaac Landman into the firm.
Gustav Goldsmith operated in partnership with M,S. Fech-
heimer, probably Marcus Fechheimer of Cincinnati, uncle of
his wife Marie, and one-time business partner of Lewis

Goldsmith who may have been Gustav Goldsmith's father,

33Toledo Blade, December 11, 1857; Hosmer and Harris,
Toledo City Directory, 1858, 225,

31I"S't:ephen Birmingham illustrates the cohesiveness of
Jewish femily enterprise in Our Crowd (New York: Harper and
Row, 1966}, It is a dimension in the development of urban
America which.deserves further study, See also Lewis E,
Atherton, The Pioneer Merchant in Mid-America (New York:
DaCapo Press, 1969), 87. Atherton makes passing reference
to "the pull of family ties in business," He is dealing with
the.entire business community; however, the "pull" seems
stronger among Jews., Ande Manners refers to."the tJewish
Magnet!--relatives"™ in Poor Cousins (New York: Coward,
MgCang ?nd Geoghegan, 1972, unnumbered insert between pages
160=161),
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Goldsmith arrived in Toledo around 1855 when he was
in his early twenties, After his partnership with Fech-
heimer dissolved he continued in business under the name of
Goldsmitht's Oak Hall for a number of years, untii he sold
out to M, Simon in 186li. Goldsmith returned to Cincinnati,
but he retained an interést in Rice ahd Goldsmitht*s tobacco
and cigar store which was a family enterprise, and eventu-
ally he came back to Toledo,.>?

| Goldsmith was one of several Jews who moved to Toledo
in the 1850ts, Others included the Stéttiner brothers and
their sisters (Fannie Landman ana Rosa, wife of Joseph
Thorner); the @Gitskey brothers from the German controlled
section of Poland who operated clothing stores on opposite
sideé of Summit street between Monroe and Jefferson; and

pa
fled Germany after

Emil, Guido, and Joseph Marx, two of whom
the revolution of 1848. The Marxes were unique among the
early group because they did not start out in the clothing
business-=-and for some other reasons.

The Marxes added variation to the pattern because
Emil and Guido went first of all to the country, to Wood
county, Ohio, where they and some friends bought forty acres
of canal lands in order to farm, They built a small log

house, cut prairie grass for winter feed for a cow and a yoke

of oxen, and began clearing, grubbing, and fencing., But by

35Toledo Blade, August 19, 1865; February 7, 1865;
October 2, 1868,
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the agitation of 1848-1849 died down, it seemed expedient

for the brothers to leave the country, Marx describes the

circumstances as follows:
Emil, born in January, 1826 and Guido in June, 1827,
left Baden, the country of their birth, in consequence
of having taken part on the popular, but unfortunate
side of the political commotions which took Place there
in 18%?, and landed in New York on October 1lst of that
Year, ‘

Emil and Guido Marx do not appear by name in the
studies which have been done about the German "Forty-Eighters"
who came to America or in Bertram W. Korn's more particular
study of the "Jewish Forty-Eighters in America."38 But some
of the generalizations which these historians make about the
group of transplanted revolutionaries seem to apply very well

to the Marx brothers, or at least to Guido about whom the
most information is available. "The typical forty-eighter,"
according to Adolph Zucker, "was a free-thinker, if not an
atheist, He was & humanist in the more militant sense in

that he was opposed to conventional religious views concern-

37Harx, "The German Element," in Waggoner, History of
Toledo, Thli. There is evidence that Guido Marx actually
fought in 1848-49. He joined in a Toledo reception for Gen-
eral Franz Sigel, a Civil War hero, and shared reminiscences
with the general in 1876. At that time he said that Sigel
had been a lieutenant and he (Marx) a private during the Ger~
man uprising (Toledo Sunday Journal, September 17, 1876, L).

38Guido Kiasch, "The Revolution of 1848 and the Jewish
'On to America' Movement," Publication of the American Jewish
Historical Society, March, 1919, 13;-23E; Bertram W. Korn,
MJewish Forty-Eighters in America," American Jewish Archives,
June, 1949, 3-20; Carl Wittke, Refugees of Revolution: The
German Forty-Eighters in America (Philadelphia: University of
Pennsylvania Preass, 1952); Adolph E. Zucker, ed,, The Forty-
Eighters (New York: 1950), .




L3

ing men's other-worldly commitments."39 Or, as Bertram

Korn explained 1it:
For some of the Jewish "Forty-eighters" the ambivalent
loyalty to German culture on the one hand and to Ameri-
can life on the other did not leave much room for Juda-
ism. Partly because they shared the antagonism of the
German intellectual towards all religion, partly because
they were convinced all barriers between men should be
broken &Bwn, some of them abandoned their Jewish back-
ground, :

And that is exactly what Guido Marx did, Although
the Israelite identified him as Toledo's second Jewish mayor
in 1875, he never allied himself with the Jewish community,
In fact, when a political opponent charged that he was "a
JdJew and an apostate to all religion and anything good," the
Blade countered by saying, "It is true Mr. Marx was brought
up in the Israelitish faith, but at the age of 21 years he,
with his father, . sisters, and brothers united with the
Evangelical church of his own free choice.“""1 If this con-
version ever occurred, it was probably a matter of expedi-

ency. Guido Marx was comfortable only as a free thinker,

although when he died he was buried by a Baptist minister.,+2

392ucker, The Forty-Eighters, 20.

uOKorn, "Jewish Forty-Eighters," 1.

ulThe Israselite, April 30, 1875; Toledo Commercial,
April 3, 1B75; Toledo Blade, April 2, 1875, The Commercial,
which went to great length to print the charges and counter-
charges, never said that Marx had become a Christian., The
¢ircumstances parasllel these of Karl Marx's family who were
also baptized as Chriatians. in the same period, See Edmund
Wilson, To the Finland Station (New York: Anchor Books, 1953),
112-113,. Guido Marx's election as mayor is discussed fur-
ther in Chapter Eight.,

42701640 Blade, February 3, 1899, 8.
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His grandchildren never knew that he was Jewish.u3

Marx, however, did show a great loyalty to the Toledo
German community, and was frequently a leader in German ac-
tivities, He married Elizabeth Brehm, the daughter of an
early German settler, brought to Toledo when she was two
years old, and at one time Guido Marx even wrote s newspaper
article to make the case for a German discoverer of :Chnerica.m'L
In 1853 both Marx brothers became interested in publishing
a German-language newspaper and they explained the reason
why it was necessary:

Of great importance in procuring for the German element
in Toledo that proportion of recognition to which it was
entitled by its numbers, as well as by the moral, mentsl
and industrial activity of its members, and of facilita-
ting their combination into the proper Societies, was
the found&gg of the first press and newspaper in their
language.

In order to establish the paper, Emil and Guido Marx
sent for their younger brother Joseph, who had been trained
as a printer. When he arrived, Joseph brought a gift from
his book-seller father, D,M, Marx of Baden--a library of
several thousand volumes, most of them light German litera-

ture which circulated among Toledo's German citizens for

many yqara.ué

h3Seymour Rothman, Blade reporter, contacted a grand-
child of Guido Marx in Cincinnati when he was working on a
centennial history of the B'nai Israel Congregastion (1967).

uuToledo Blade, May N, 1855. Marx's candidate was
geographer Martin Behaim,

e l[“51{:&!.'1:'):, "The German Element," in Waggoner, Historﬁ of
Toledo, T7hl,
| borpiq,
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With the help.of Heinrich Hauschild, a printer friend
from Saxony, the brothers secured a press and a few fonts of
type and set up shop on the third floor of the brick build-
ing at Summit and Monroe of which they.were part owners,

The first issue of their weekly Ohio Staats Zeitung appeared

in December 1853 with news of the destruction of the Turkish
fleet at Sinopel which marked the beginning of the Crimean

War. The Staats Zeitung was incorporated into the daily

Express in 1857, and the paper continued in various forms
until the twentieth century.u7

The Express, launched during the decade of intense
American nativism and amid the controversy over the exten-
8ion of slavery, took a firm position from the beginning.
Julius Vortreide, editor during the first months and himself
& refugee from the German revolution, stated the editorial
poliey very clearly. "Our political course will be that of
an honest, straight-forward and progressive Anti-Slavery
democracy," he said., "Yet our paper will not be a party
paper in the common sense of the word, Independent in

everything, we shall be neutral in nothing."L"8

l"T‘I'he history of the Express is complicated., It was
published as a daily from June 2, 1856 to May 30, 1857, and
commenced again as a daily on October 9, 1871, In the inter-
im, the weekly Express was operated first by the Marxes, then
in 186} and 1865 by the Commercial Publishing Company, and
finally in 1866 by Joseph Bender, an associate of Joseph Marx,
who bought the paper from the Commercial, It was Bender who
re-established the daily in 1871,

uaToledo Ex fess June 2, 18563 Zucker, The Forty-
] ’ -
Eighters, 351. ucker lists Vortreide in his "Biblliographi-
cal Dictionary of the Forty-Eighters,"
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Joseph Marx published the Express, and his brother.
Guido eventually replaced Vortreide as editor, In 1857 the
paper anncunced its intention to carry a lead article in
English in each issue., The purpose, consistent with the
reasons for founding the paper, was to improve communica-
tion with the editors of English-language newspapers who
received the Express as an exchange, The Marxes wanted to
be sure that American editors understood the position of
German citizens on critical issueus.LL9

The Express reflected the intelleétual interests of
the Marxes and their devotion to German cultufe, but it did
not support them all. For money they turned to the grocery
business, at least at the beginning, apd their stores were
colorful places.so They offered bird cages, fishes, pigeons,
baskets, glassware, marbles, wines, wooden ware, fireworks,
and Detroit and Cleveland beer at wholesale prices, For a
few months they took a daily ad in the Blade~-an innovative
idea which attracted attention in the advertising columns
and alsco in the local polumn where the day's new advertisers
were 1isted.51 The Marxes ran a wide-scale operation,

accepted produce on consigmment, and sold both at wholesale .

and reteil.

ugDie Eipress. March 1l, 1857.

5OIn the early jears the Marxes operated a grocery
store at the Packet Dock and a "Depot of Provisions" in their
building at Summit and Monroe (Blade, December 18, 1852),.

51Toledo Blade, See the period from January to March,

1858,
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On Christmas Day, 1857 Emil and Guido Marx opened a
lLager Beer and Oyster Saloon with "a glorious free lunch
featuring turtlé soup and all the delicacies of the season."
It wés a great success.52 The following September the
brothers divided their business with Guido retaining the
grocery and Emil taking full charge of the restaurant whieh
was located in the basement of their building?3 Joseph was
busy upstairs with the newspaper., He had assumed sole pro-
prietbrship in February 1857 and at that time the Blade
reporféd that the paper was both prosperous and influential.Sh

In October 1860 a devastating fire destroyed eighteen
buildings in downtown Toledo, including the one housing all
three Marx enterprises. Guido Marx was in the process of
closing out his grocery business at the time of the fire,
Although insured for $2,000, he never resumed operations. In~
stead he joined the wholesale liquor firm of R, Brand and
Company, a connection which he maintained for the rest of his
life?5 And he did very well‘at it,

Guido Marx was the only Toledo Jew to exceed William

Krgus in taxable income in 1868, Marx reported an income for

' 52Toledo.ﬁlade, Decaember 23, 1857; December 26, 1857,

53‘i‘oledo Blade, September 7, 1858,

5L""I"r:oledo Blade, February 2, 1857,

55Marx "The German Element," in Waggoner, History of
?»
Toledo, T49; Toledo Blade, October 18, 1860; February 3, 1899,
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tax purposes of $10,423, By 1870 he, with his wife and
children had spent a year in Europe, buying wines for his
firm and renewing old friendships. He kept the home~towners
informed of his progress, and at one point in the trip, sent
8 packet of Russian newspapers to the Blade. The editor

acknowledged their receipt but never explained who read

them.s6

Marx was vocal and important in the community, Al-
though reluctant to speak in the eﬁrly‘years because of his
imperfect command of English, he soon became involved in
local polities, served on the city council, was elected to
two terms in the state legislature and also served as the
cityts mayor.57 He must have learned to use the language
with ﬁrecision. Certainly he learned fo write English well
and he contributed frequently to the local newspapers, some-
times as a spokesman for the German community, For example,
in July 1869 Marx defended the German celebration of the
patriotic Fourth in language which was both colorful and

effactive:

e o o850 if you will give us sbsolution this time, we will
promise not to celebrate the Fourth of July again on Sun-
day for the next six years. But on the.occasion of the
one hundredth anniversary of the nation's birthday, you
will either have to get more stringent Sunday laws en-
acted or become so absorbed in your devotion that a band
%ng a few pounds of powder will not disturb it any more
han the. ringing of bells or the tones of the organ; or

' 56Toledd ﬁiadé, May 7, 1868; May 18, 1867; June 20,
1867; June 8, 18683,

57: . .
: Ioledo Blade, January 19, 1857 Waggoner, History
of Toledo, 753, ’ ’ ’ ’
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better, pefhaps, if your churches by that time will be-
come 30 alive to the occasions stirring up the hearts
of the people that they will join us in celebrating,
they magsthen be as crowded as Lenk's park was last
Sunday,

Marx was also interested in weather and the fore-~
casting of storms. As early as 1860 he had suggested to
the editor of the Blade that turbulent weather could be
predicted if the telegraph and the facilities of the Associ=-
ated Preés were used to send regular réports of prevailing
winds, wind velocity, and whatever other information was
available. His letter was prompted by a devastating storm
on November 23 and 2l which had taken many lives on the
1akes.59

Another of Marx's continuing interests was education,
He ran a free school for boys on Friday nights which was
eventually'absorbed by the Board of Education; he offered
a series of free lectures on "Mankind in Nature," which was
undoubtedly Darwinian in interpretation; he served as an
examiner of teachers for the city schools; and he became
a trustee of the University of Toledo in charge of its

Manual Training School in 1884, His own children received

good educations-?bne daughter, Ella, graduated from the

58This letter, which appeared in the Toledo Commercial,
is signed "G.M." as is previous correspondence on this sub-
ject in .the Blade., There can be little doubt that this was
Marx (Commercial, July 12, 1869),

59Toledo Bldde, December 3, 1860,
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University of Michigan as a physician in 188?.60

Marx's older brother, Emil, died in 1867 of a lung
disease, He had spent most of the years between the fire
which destroyed his Lager Beer and Oyster Saloon and his

death in military service.61

The younger brother, Joseph,
served as U,S. Consul in Amsterdam by appointment of Abraham
Lincoln, He held the position from January 1864 until
Lincolnts death, after which he returned to Toledo and to a
federal post as customs inspector, And even the Marxes did
not remain coﬁpletely detached from the clothing business;
Joseph also owned the Ladies! Bazaar at 57 Monroe street
where he offered "the latest in millinery" and whalebone
corsets for seventy-five cents. Joseph Marx served on an
organizing committee of the Mechanics Savings and Building
and Loan Association and was one of the trustees of the new
House of Refuge, He died in 1872.62

Another family which deserves consideration among the
early entrepreneurs is more difficult to trace., Unlike the

Krauses, the Roemers,the Thorners, and certainly unlike the

6OToledo Commercial, December 15, 1870; January 22,
1870; Waggoner, History of Toledo, 753, 754, Marx had thir-

teen children, eleven of whom survived,
61
11' 1867.

ibid., 751, 160; Toledo Blade, April 10, 1867; April

62Marx, "The German Element,” in Waggoner, History of
Toledo, 752-753;.Toledo Blade, January 1, 1869. Guido Marx
says that his brother died in 1872, but Joseph Marx's tomb=
stone in Forest Cemetery records his death on April 2, 1871.
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Marxes, very little is known about the Gitskey family.63 At
times there were as many as seven male Gitskeys listed in
the city directory and they were apparently fairly prosper-
ous, but one senses that they did not really “belong."&'L
They received great praise in the press in 1869 when they
proposed to build an opera house for the city, but the pro-
jeét slipped away from them and was undertaken by the heirs
of Lyman Wheeler, Lewis Gitskey then.busied himself with
the conversion of the city's skating rink into a large hall
which opened in 1870 and which advertised seating for 3,000.
He called it Gitskey's Opera House. In the winter of 1870,
however, Gitskey offered to turn it back into a skating rink
if he could be assured that two hundred people would buy
season tickets, In the meantime, he was hauled into police
court twice, once for ﬁosting bills for some attraction at
his Opera House without getting permission from the owner of
the building, and once for tying his horse to a city lamp
post, He paid a $13.20 fine on the first charge; the second
which had been brought at the insistence of a Mr., E. Knapp

was drapped for lack of evidence.65

63The Gitskey name is spelled a number of different
waya, This is the form which appears on the high school
graduation list and in the Eagle Point Cemetery.

6J'L.See for example Scott's Directory, 1868-69, 151.
Scott's Directory for 1870-71 also lists seven Gitskeys,
but they .are not identically the same names (168),

65Toledo Blade, November 13, 1868; November 18, 1868,
The Gitskeys owned a building, the Gitskey Bloeck, at the
corner of Monroe and St, Clair streets which was brick, three
stories high, and divided into four stores, each about 20 x
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In the case of the Gitskeys, even obituary notices
do not offer much help. The death of Benjamin Gitskey, for
example, who died in 1895 at the age of 82, and who had
been in Toledo since at least 1858, was noted only by a

sSimple paid notice.66

Joseph Roemer, on the other hand re-
ceived a lengthy obituary., Both men were in the ¢lothing
business, neither was distinguished by public office, their
names appear frequently through the early years as contribu-
tors to the same patriotic and charitable causes, they even
seem to have had similar incomes. And yet, Roemer emerges
as a respected citizen, and Gitskey's death was scarcely
noticed, The Gitskeys must have been measured and found
wanting on some social or cultursal scale; perhaps their
Polish-German background placed them apart, even in those

early years.67 Or maybe it is more accurate to suggest that

the Gitskeys had a fairly solid position in the Toledo com=

100 feet, It cost $30,000 to build in 1868 (Toledo Blade,
January 23, 1868). They announced plans to finish the upper
floors of the building first as a hotel and then as an opera
house (Ioledo Blade, February 8, 1868). For a record of

Lewis Gitskey's arrest see the Toledo Commercial, August 10
and August 19, 1870,
66

Gitskey's name appears in the first city directory
in 1858, His brother, Moses, offered six horses for sale in
April of that year; the Gitskeys had probably just arrived
(Toledo Blade, April 8, 1858), Notice of Benjamin Gitskey's
death appeared in the Blade, September 15, 1895,

67Hoses Gitskey told the census taker in 1880 that he
was forty-eight, and that he and his wife who had recently
died were from Poland., In the same census his brother Benja-
min, }5, said that he and his wife were from Germany. Guido
Marx refers to the Gitskeys only once in his lengthy article
about "The Germen Element" in Toledo (751).
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munity in the first decades after their arrival and that this
was eroded when the influx of Eastern European immigrants
frightened large numbers of Americans and caused them to
change their attitudes.68
The Gitskeys were an enterprising family, however,
Five Gitskey young people graduasted from the Toledo High
School in the years from 1873 to 1883 when going to high
School was still quite extraordinary. Three of these were
the children of Moses Gitskey and one, at least, was the
child of Benjamin Gitskey. Another child of Benjmain Git-
skey, a son named Marcus, lived in Toledo until his death
in 1924, From that time the Gitskeys seem to have dis-
appeared from the rec ord and the memory of the Toledo Jewish
community.69
\ The Gitskeys, the Marxes, the Krauses, Roemers,

Thormers, and the other early Jewish entrepreneurs in Toledo

came from somewhat different backgrounds and they developed

6BThe animosity toward Eastern European Jews has been
well documented and will be considered later in this study,
Ande Manners calls the uneasiness on the part of the already
established Jews the"Tsitterdik Sypdroms." The word is
Yiddish and mears "uneasy, wary, nervous." (Poor Cousins, S5h)
As evidence that the Gitskeys might have had a more solid
position in the early years, there is the notice of the death
of Jonah Gitskey whom the Blade called “one of the oldest of
our Hebrew citizens"™ in 1876 (May l;), and the inclusion of
Moses Gitskey's name among those who gave gifts when Jennie
3tern and Gates Thalheimer were married in the newly organ-
ized reform synagogue in 1876, He gave a sardine box (Blade,
January 6, 1876),

: 69The graduation list is printed in Waggoner, Histor
of Toledo, for the years 1857 (the first class) through 1887
20-623). Marcus Gitskey's obituary appeared in the Blade

November 11, 192, :
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different lifestyles. In summery, however, two things seem
to be constant: they all came as part of a family group and
family solidarity was important to them; and they were all
enterprising people, quick to move into new opportunities

and to risk their capital in new combinations, In this

Some were more successful than others, Being among the first
businessmen in the community wes not an sutomatie guarantee

of later affluence or position., There were too many other

factors at work,
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to the Occident both in 1855 and 1858.°

Leeser was not the only knowledgeable traveler in the
decade of the fifties to report a lack of organizing zeal
among the Jews of the West, Isaac Mayer Wise, who had ar-
rived in Cincinnati in 185}, and who opposed Leeser in just
about everything, agreed with him that institutional growth
was slow, DBut where Leeser is disappointing in his refer-
ence to Toledo, Wise is totally frustrating. He does hot
mention the city at all. Reporting on a trip which he made
in 1855, the energetic rabbi referred to Jewish communities
or Jewish settlers in Indianapolis and Terre Haute, Indianaj;
S5t., Louis, Missouri; Keokuk and Davenporf, Iowa; Rock Island,
Quincy, Ottawa, LaSalle, Peoria, Morris, and Chicago, 111-‘
inois; Milwaukee, Wisconsin; and Deﬁroit, Michigan. And
then he said simply, "1 journeyed homeward from Detroit."h'

It is difficult to travel from Detroit to Cincinnati
without going through, or very close to, Toledo, but Wise
tells us nothing. He makes only the following general com-
ment:

Outside of Detroit, I had not, in the whole course of nmy
journeyings, found one teacher, chazan, reader or congre-

3Occident, October, 1855 and February, 1858. Accord-
ing to Isaac M, Wise's son-in-law, Max May, not many German
Jews could read English easily and therefore few of them
read the Oc¢cident, the circulation of which was confined
largely to the English, Polish, and Dutch Jews of this coun~-

try (Max B, May, Isasac Mayer Wise: The Founder of American
Judaism /New York: G,P, Putnam's Sons, 1916/, 72).

uIsaac M, Wise, Reminiscences, translated and edited
by David Philipson (Cincinnati: Leo Wise and Company, 1901),

29h-303 »
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gational official who had enjoyed even a common school
education. I had come across not a single congregation
that thought of reform and had noticed not even any be-
ginnings suggeative of higher strivings in Jewish circles,
The whole section of the country through which I had
traveled during these five or six weeks appeared Eo me,

as far as Judaism was concerned, like a dead sea,

But Wise believed that there would soon be a movement
toward the Reform Judaism which he was preaching. He fought
hard for a rational, Americanized Judaism and found common
cause with the advocates of Orthodoxy such as Leeser only
occasionally when the challenge was bigger than both of them.6
Wise was extremely influential, particularly in the Middle
West, and his influence was certainly felt in Toledo where
many of the members of the community retained strong ties
with Cineinnati, In addition, Wise began the publication in
185l of The Israelite, published in English, and in 1855 of

Die Deborah, its German counterpart.7

SIbid., 303.

6Wise discusses his early relationship with Leeser in
his Reminiscences. See especially pages 279-282, See also
Max May, lsaac Mayer Wise, page 81. Arthur Hertzberg in
"The American Jew and His Religion," which is part of Oscar
I. Janowskyts The American Jew: A Reappraisal (Philadelphia:
The Jewish Publication Society of America, 196l.) says that
Leeser's consistent objective was the creation of an indi-
genous American community on the lines of a modern tradition-
alism, Leeser was willing to cooperate with men of other
shades of opinion, including Wise, but never to the degree
of countenancing major reforms (108-109). Abram Leon Sachar
in A History of the Jews (New York: Knopf, 1965) says essen-
tially the same thing about Wise's willingness to cooperate
so long as the major tenets of his Reform theology were not
attacked (308a).

7The English edition was called The Israelite for the
first twenty-one years of its publication; the name was then
changed to The American Israselite.
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The first mention of Toledo in the Israelite and
Deborah came in 1862 when Rabbi Wise officiated in his own
temple at the wedding of Marie Fechheimer of Cincinnati to
Gustav Goldsmith of Toledo.8 Three years later, in Novem-
ber 1865, the Israelite published an unsigned article which
indicated that the Toledo community already had a widespread
reputation for recalcitrance., It said:
Toledo, O,~-Persons acquainted with localities will feel
somewhat surprised to learn that a temporary congregation
formed in this city for the last holy days and met regu-
larly for divine worship, With all their business sus-
pended. This was the case, however, with the new set-
tlers only, not with the old Hebrew residents who have
grown indifferent to their religion. The organization
of a permanent congregation is frustrated as yet by the
Miphag question. The Polish, Germans, and Italians each
want their own way. The best they can do is to adopt at
once the Minhag America. They claim gow to be Americans
and - not Poles, Germans, and Italians.

If Rabbi Wise did not write the piece, he certainly approved

its sentiments, because he waé the author of the Americanized

ritual which became an inherent part of the Reform movement.10

In 1867 Wise came to Toledo to officiate at the double
wedding of "the two Misses Crouse, cousins."l As was his

custom, he left a storm behind, and his account indicates

8Israelite, May 23, 1862. The marriage was performed
on May 18, In the May 23, 1862 issue of Die Deborah Frau-
lein Fechheimer wished a cordial farewell to her female
friends in Cincinnati.

9Israelite, November 17, 1865, 157.

1OWise, Reminiscenees, 3)43-347; Sachar, A History of
the Jews, 308a.

e *tuo Misses Crouse, cousins," were Fannie Kraus,
daughter of Jacob, who married Max Frank of Delaware, Ohio
and Lena Kraus, daughter of Lahman, who married Julius Mack,
then of Memphis, Tennessee.
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what some of the local problems were.12

"We were two days in Toledo," he said, "where many
wealthy Jewish families live without having done anything to
demonstrate that they are Jews." By the exertions of a
Mr. Hochstadter, whom Wise called an intelligent young gen-
tleman, about twelve or fifteen of the leading Jews were
called together in the German Hall on Wednesday, January 9,
In Wise's words:

We simply asked the question why nothing was done in this
city for the cause of Judaiam and we received various
replies, among them also atheistical ones for be it re-
membered here that the atheism which was a sort of fash-
ionable disease among Germans in the West about ten years
ago when Mr, Hassaureck was the apostle of that destruct~
ive doctrine, has left some votaries in Toledo who are

not men of science or inguiry: they merely believe that
they must believe nothing., This is convenient to t&gught-
less persons who are gifted with a sound digestion.

Wise decided that in Toledo the problem consisted of
some such "nothingarians,” others whom he described as having
"orthodox stomachs," and others who were "honest about it
and wished to do something.”" But even with such disparate
views, it was possible to have some consensus. The group
decided after Gitskey, Hochstadter and others had spoken

that some organization was desired. They authorized the

purchase of a parcel of land to be devoted to a Jewish burial

ground and agreed that a benevolent society of Chevrah should

12This article carries no signature, but since the
Blade identified the officiating minister as Rabbi Wise, and
since the style of the article is in character, there seems .
no question that it is Wise's account (Blade, January 10, 1867).

13Israelite, January 18, 1867, 6.
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be formed with the object of supporting the needy, visiting
the 3ick, burying the dead, and consoling the mourner.

This, Wise decided, was the best he could do. Gitskey
and Hochstadter agreed to serve as a committee to present
the matter. "This we expect," Wise wrote, "will be accom~
plished and it is certainly better than nothing, especially
as the objects of the proposed society are eminently of a
religious character, Let the brethren of Toledo be united
to do good, and they will soon do better," The forceful
little rabbi went home to Cincinnati.lu | |

‘Wise and lLeeser together have provided some good clues
as to what the organizational problems were, Certainly
.Leeser's point about mobility was well taken. The comings
and goings of the Landmans, Heinsheimers, Goldsmiths,
Thorners, and others serve to illustrate that there was a
great deal of uncertainty in the minds of the early merchants.
But the two problems which Wise described were more important,
particularly in the decade of the 1860's when the first organ-
izational attempts were made.
Jews from various backgrounds had different ideas

about how services should Be conducted, and the sessions

within individual congregations were sometimes very stormy.l5

Uipiq,

15The classic example of this kind of dissension
occurred in lsaac Wise's congregation in Albany, New York in
1850, Wise was arrested when he tried to conduct Rosh
Hashana services and bitter factionalism eventually divided
that congregation (Reministences, 155-175).
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Rabbi Wise did not found Reform Judaism in the United States,
but once he associated himself with it, he became its most
vigorous proponent, and he wrote the controversial Minhag
America in its English version during his early years in
Cincinnati, It was Wise's belief that Judaism had to be
shorn of the "cabalistical portions" that had crept into the
prayer book and that the service should never be longer than

two hours including the sermon.l6

By his own admission,
Minhag America was not popular, particularly in the early
years. "The book,” he said, ", . . was attacked savagely
in both camps in the East and rejected. . . . Individual Jews
scattered throughout the country ordered the book; but the
congregations held aloof, The old prayer book was deeply
rooted in home, school and synagogue."l7
Wise's reform of the services was controversial, but
his underlying philosophy was revolutionary for Judaism and,
again, caused considerable problems in the organization of
communities where o0ld and new ideas cléshed. As usual,
Wise's own words are most graphic, and they give some idea
of his no-nonsense approach to the subject:
The Jew must be Americanized, I said to myself, for efery
German book, every German word reminds him of the old
disgrace. If he continues under German influences as
they are now in this country, he must become either a
bigot or an atheist, a satellite or a tyrant, He will
never be aroused to self-consciousness or to independent

thought. The Jew must become an American, in order to
gain the proud self consciousness of the free born man.,

16Wise, Reminiscences, 343, 34k.

Y1bid., 345, 3u6.
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From that hour I began to Americanize with all my might,
and was as enthusiastic for this as I was for reform.
3ince then, as a matter of course, the German element
here as well as in Germany has completely changed, al-
though Judeophobia and uncouthness have survived in
many; but at that time it appeared to me that there was
but one remedy that would prove effective for my co-
religionists and that was to Americanize them thoroughly.
We must not only be American citizens but American
through and through outside the synagogue. This was ny
cry then and many years hereafter. Thislatoo, increased
the hatred of my opponents considerably.

Toledo, as well as other communities, experienced the
divisiveness which existed within Judaism, a divisiveness
which would lead locally to the public excoriation of one
group of Jews by another before the century was over.

The other problem, or perhaps more accurately, another
facet of the seme problem, was the defection of Jews into the
ranks of the free thinkers and the atheists, and this was a
singularly important aspect for Toledo, which, for a time,
became the center of the free religion movement. It is im~
portant, however, to distinguish between the free religion
which Wise courted to seme extent and the "nothingarianism"

which he despised,

18, . . X
Ibid., 331. See also Lou H., Silberman, American

Impact: Judai;m in the United States in the Ea;l Nineteenth
Eenturz (Syracuse: Syracuse University Press, 19%E5. S5il=
berman says that the most important thing to know about Wise
is his unyielding and enduring belief in the transforming
power of America. Wise was the protagonist of an American
Judaism indigenous to the land, growing out of the soil,
‘responsive to its challenges, its hopes, its forward thrust.
He rejected Europe in toto. Nathan Glazer in American
Judaism (Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1957) sces
Wise as the epitome of the German-Jewish immigration, and a
man who was interested more in results than he was in ideas

(37, 67-68).
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Frederick Hassaurek, whom Wise saw as the atheistie
enemy, was, like the rabbi, a Cincinnatian who was prominent
in German-American activities. He had been involved in a
student revolution at the University of Vienna in 1848, and
shortly after his arrival in Cincinnati he began the publi-

cation of Hochwachter, a radical, anti-clerical, socialist

paper which he called an organ for intellectual enlighten-
men and social reform.>’ In the decade of the 1850's
Hassaurek stepped up his attacks on the Catholic Church and
also became involved in the Free Soil Movement and then in

20

Republicanism, In 1860 he came to Toledo on behalf of the

Republican party in an attempt to wean German-Americans away

from the Democrlts.21

He was at that time a Republican can-
didate for presidential eleector in Ohio.

Hassaurek spoke in English at the Wigwam in Toledo

19¢ar1 Wittke, "The Germans of Cincinnati,! Bulletin
of the Histerical and Philosophical Society of Ohio, January,
1962, 11.

20

Ibid., 12,

2lguido Marx, writing in 1888, explained the German
vote in this way: "Politically the Germans of the period
before 1848 (with the exception of the immigration of 1830-
3) sided mostly, as by a preconceived notion, with the Demo~
cratic party. The Know Nothing movement in 1856 tried to
punish them for this, but only succeeded in rallying them
closer under Democratic colors until the "Free Soil" and
Anti-Slavery agitation presented issues upon which the German
vote quickly became divided., While the elder immigration
largely retained their political predilections, the younger
zealously began to advocate the advanced principles as early
as 1854, and to vote with those with whom they agreed," :
(Guido Marx, "The German Element," in Clark Waggoner, ed,,
A History of the City of Toledo and Lucas County, Ohio /New
York and Toledo: Munsell and Company, 1888/, 751).
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and was entertained during his visit as the house guest of
William Kraus in his home on Washington street. While there
he was serenaded by the Union Silver Band and the Republican
marching organization known as the Wide Awakes.22 Wise un~
doubtedly knew what he was talking about when he said that
Hassaurek had good friends within the Jewish community in
Toledo.

The Free Religious Association was another matter
entirely. It was formed in 1867 by transcendental disciples
of Ralph Waldo Emerson and Theodore garker, and was composed
largely of former members of Parkerts dongregation, Unitarian_
ministers, and others who opposed the religious fundamental-
ism of the day., Among the founders and members were Emerson
himself who served for many years as one of the vice presi-
dents; Octavius B, Frothingham, friend and biographer of
Parker; Thomas Wentworth Higginson, abolitionist and writer;
Robert Dale Owen, social experimenter; Francis Ellingwood
Abbott, Unitarian minister; and Rabbis Isaac Mayer Wise and
Max Lilienthal of Cincimmati., The purpose of the society
was to "provide for a non-sectarian religion to whieh any
intelligent person could subscribe despite conditions of

race or birth.“23

The key figure who linked this radical religious

22761 edo Blade, August 9, 1860; October 5, 1860,

23Louis Ruchames, "New Light on the Religious Devel=-
opment of Emme Lazarus," Publication of the American Jewish

Historical Society, September, 1952, B3-BLi. Emma Lazarus .

was also interested in this movement,
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movement with Toledo was Francis E. Abbott, who came to the
city in the summer of 1869. By that time Abbott had moved -
away from Unitarianism and his kind of radical religious
teaching split the local Unitarian church. Some of the
members joined with Abbott to form the First Independent
Society.zu Rabbi Wise was, along with Abbott, a director
of the Free Religious Association, and Wise spoke 2t the
annual meeting in Boston in May 1870. In the fall of that
year Western regional meetings were scheduled in Indianapolis,
Cincinnati, and Toledo, Wise was scheduled to speak at all
three, but he attended only the Toledo session, His absence
in Cincinnati, where the meeting was held in his temple,
was noted by Octavius B, Frothingham:
The Free Religious Association, friends, presents itself
this evening for the first time outside of the city of
Boston, . . . We had hoped to have had here the presence
of Dr, Wise and Dr, Lilienthal, whom absence on duty in
New York detains, We have not been fortunate, we may
say, in securing rabbis. Two years in succession we tried
to get a genuine Jew to sit on our platform without suc-
cess, having promises, but no presence. At our last
anniversary in Boston, in May, Dr. Wise was present and
aided us by his eloquent language and his fervent soul,

Then we had a Rabbi without a temple; now we have a oL
temple without a Rabbi. Would that we could have both!“:

24Gardner Williams, "Francis Ellingwood Abbott: Free
Religionist, The Toledo Episode, 1869-1873," Northwest Ohio

Quarterly, Summer, 19,8, 137.

25The Index (Toledo), January 1, 1870; November 19, :
1870. In his excellent chapter "Reformers and Conservativea"
Nathan Glazer has indicated that the logic of the Reform
Jewish position led some rabbis to abandon Reform Judaism
“and become apostles of a religion of progress in which the
distinction between religions and peoples was of no account.”
He cites specifically Felix Adler and the Ethical Culture
Society, (American Judaism, }49).
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The meeting in Toledo was held in Gitskey's Opera

House, and Wise addressed himself to the subject "Religion
Under the Law of Reason and Common Sense." Once a man was
permitted to reason for himself, Wisé said, he would break
his fetters and remove all obstacles., If a man is free he
will reason right, feel right, and do right:

e« o o Therefore give us knowledge, science, philosophy,

give us the products of reason, and send your theology

to the museum, Give us God and no definitions; facts

and no delusions, Give us truth and weggill have the

best religion--~that governed by reason.
In the future, Wise told his audience, no church will be
needed, The stéte will become a humanitarian organization
caring for the wants of the poor and furnishing the means
for the education of all to a degree which shall iift them
above the grossness of the present day. "I believe in the
future and in a spiritual creative power.“27
Wise's thinking was much like Abbottts and the rabbi

wrote approvingly of Abbott's newspaper, The Index.28 One

26

Tglggo Commercial, November 9, 1870; Israelite,
November 18, 1870, :

217he Index, November 26, 1870.

281n his Reminiscences Wise tells of a conversation
he had with Daniel Webster in which he said: "I referred to
Theodore Parkerts conception of Unitarianism, and set over
against this my conception of Judaism., This forced me to
the conclusion that there was no essential difference in the
matter of doctrine, but in historical development, which,
however, did not enter into the question of doctrine. ‘It
is well,' said Webster, extending his hand to me, 'You are
indeed my co~religionist.t'" (187, 188). Abbott, like Wise,
believed that mational, scientific interpretations of ex-
perience produce ultimate truths., Both men were opposed to
a mystical, intuitive, "cabalistic™ basis for religious
knowledge (Williams, "Francis Ellingwood Abbott," 128; The
Index, November 26, 1870),.
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pagek of the weekly publication was turned over to the Free
Religious Association in 1870, & practice which Abbott dig-
continued only because the Association had trouble f£illing
the columns allotted to it., In the rest of the paper Abbott
printed his talks before the First Independent Society of
Toledo, much correspondence-~some of it from leading intel-
lectual figures of the day, news of free religious develop-~
ments, and, of necessity, quite a bit of what was going on
in Toledo, Ohio,
Guido Marx, a friend of Abbott's, did not approve the
mixture, Marx offered a translation from the German writer
Zschokke which said that faith was the blossom of the soul
and from it you can tell the tree. In order to do good, you
do not touch the blossom, but you cultivate the stem and
give it more nourishment. Marx then used the analogy to
illustrate his point about The Index:
The Index is filled with religion from beginning to end,
and (allow me the pun), it is altogether too flowery! I
want a little more s0lid food, and so, I guess, do many
others,

Marx offered to provide translations of material he thought .

would be more satisfying, and he did.29

Among the local affairs which The Index reported were

29The Ipdex, February 19, 1870, Again, this article
was signed "G.M,," but a subsequent translation from the Neue
Freis Presse of Vienna was also signed "G.M.," and was else-
where credited by the editor to Guido Marx (The Index, October
15, 1870, 3, L). All of this activity was very much in charp-
acter for Marx. He had attempted to organize a Freie Maenner
Verein in Toledo in 1854, but failed when it quickly became
political (Marx, "The German Element," in Waggoner, History
of Toledo, 743).
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Marx's attempts to organize a free evening school for boys,
and an interesting campaign conducted by the Radical Club
(of which Marx was an officer) to eliminate Bible reading,
prayer, and hymn singing from the public schools. And in
that one William Kraus, then mayor of the city, was alsgso in-
volved., Kraus made a speech in German at a rally staged by
the Radical Club, and it is worth quoting in full. Whether
this translation was provided by Kraus or made by a reﬁorter
is not known:

Ladies and Gentlemen: I am not the one to speak on this
gubject as I do not feel competent to do justice to it.

I am an American citizen, not from birth, but from choice,

because I love its liberty. I am among those who believe
that this liberty needs some improving., It may be too
late to try, but I am flattering my countrymen that the
man with liberal ideas is as good as that citizen who is
sectarian in his belief, You can do no good by claiming
that you are better than anyone else, I don't want the
education of my children to be blamed on prejudice., I
don't want them to go to a school where they are not con-
sidered equal to the rest, but I want them to g0 where
all children are equal, where they are taught that those
who do right shall have the benefit of it. For this
reason, I have always objected to having a religious book
in the public schools. I would not have a superintendent
who would teach the scholars that the infidels are not as
good as anybody else, and that the Jew children will go
to hell, It is because such ideas are taught in our
schools that I have declined a position in the Board of
Education., Mr. Marx was surprised when he came to Amer-
ica, because I did not take a part in the government of

the schools; but I gave him my reason and he sustained me.

I had rather go for dividing the school fund than to sup-
port a doctrine which I do not approve. Religion is a
matter of choice; and if anyone desires to have his chil-
dren educated as a Catholic, a Methodist, or a Jew, let
him; but I have no right to say what your children should
believe or what they should not believe. I want my chil-
dren instructed in all that is right,

It ought to be one of you Americans to discuss this ques-
tion in your own language., But my heart and hand are
with you for liberty of the greatest extent in the
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schools, They should bﬁogoverned for the benefit of all
without regard to sect,

Francis Abbott's ministry in Toledo was not a success.
He was continually short of money and the Index Association
faltered. Guido Marx‘was one of several Toledoans who bought
stock and attempted to shore it up. Two of William Kraust's
former partners, W, E, Howe and E.P, Bassett, were members of
the First Independent Society and also tried to help Abbott.
But eventually the Society dwindled, and in 1873 Abbott de-
cided to.return East, He took The Index with him.31

Francis Abbott and The Index provide a short but
stimulating episode in Toledo's history. His paper was a
forum for freethinkers of all types. Isaac Mayer Wise under-
stood this and participated in the swirl of ideas. When he
struck out against the "nothingarians" of his own faith, he
had a particular and very different target in mind,

The disinterest in religion in Toledo, as the Israel-
ite account of 1865 suggests, was found brimarily among the
early merchants who held themselves aloof from organizational

efforts, Because these same early merchants were the lead-

30 pausts speech was reported in the Blade, July 18
1870. The Index reprinted it in full from that source; the
Commercial condensed it but also credited the Blade as its
source of information (The Index, July 30, 1870; Toledo
Commerciasl, July 19, 1870).

>lWilliams, "Francis Ellingwood Abbott," 137. David
Ross Locke of the Toledo Blade and .Albert E, Macomber pro-
vided most of the financial support in the early months,
The Index was continued as a publication until 1886, Fran-
cis E, Abbott died a suicide in 1903 (Williams, "rancis
Ellingwood Abbott,” 141, 142).
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ing Jews in the community, they were probably the best equip-
ped to transmit news of the Jewish community to the loecal
press and to the lgrgelite, For this reason we cannot be
sure that the services of 1865 were, in fact, the first, ali~-
though the author of the Isrgpelite article did tease his
readers by telling them he had information which would sur-
prise them, Unfortunately for all the purpcses of history,
the Ispaelite was a Reform newspaper; its correspondenté
were sophisticated individuals who could write in English '
(or perhaps in German to be translated into English), and
the affairs of the more Orthodox and less articulate members
of the community went largely unreported.

In the Toledo press considerable space was given to
Jewish holidays from the mid-1850's dn. These were genefal
articles, usually long and scholarly explanations of the
significance of the day within the Jewish tradition, and
they frequently appeared in the "Local" column of the Blade,
which would suggest that they originated in Toled_o.32 1t
was niot until 186l that a hint of a local observance appeared,
however. In that year, the account of Hosh Hashanah included
the following sentence: "This festival of the Hebrews com=~
menced this morning end in accordance with the ancient usage
is observed by many of our citizens and some of our business

houses have been closed during the day." The article con-

32As an example, see the explanation of Passover
Toledo Blade, April 1, 1862,
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tinues by saying that "the reversnce with which this day is
held by all Israelites is shown by the fact that be they
ever 3o wayward or sacreligious during the year, they will
on this day seek a community in which services are held in
order to pay the proper observance."33 In 1866 the Blade
account waslmore specific, The high holidays were observed
by mervices in one of the large rooms 6f Lenk?'s Block, "The
day," the article said, "is one of the.Jewish holidays and
smong that class of our citizens, business is entirely sus-
pended."_BLL

| it is elear, then, that aerviceé were held for Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur beginning sometime in the 1860t's and
that the leading families became involved only reluctantly
when Rabbi.Wiae goaded them into forming a benevolent socie
ety in 1867. Shortly after that January meeting, Toledo Jews
purchased a small amount of land from a farmer named Ebie
Lammers, It was located on the east sidé of the Maumee at
Eagle Point, several hours! journey from downtown Toledo.,
Ostensibly the land was to be used for a cider mill, and
Lammers' grandson concedes that the ruse was necessary., He
probably ﬁould not have sold to them had he known what the

real purpose was, Harry Lammers says.35

33701edo_Blade, October 1, 186l
Mro1edo Blade, September 20, 1866.

35The story of the cider mill ruse was related by Mar-
shgll Isenberg, president of the Toledo Hebrew Cemetery Asso-
ciation, and confirmed in a telephone conversation with Harry
Lammers in 1972, Lammers said that his grandfather acquired
the land by serving as a Civil War substitute for the original
owner, ‘
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Chapter Four: "THIS IS A CHRISTIAN NATION"

A study of attitudes is usualiy based on a series of
assumptions. Perhaps the riskiest assumption of all is that
one can determine a prevailing attitude toward a group of
people, and our courage to try this sort of thing tends to
increase as we move away from any period in time, It is
a truism that historic time seems simpler than our own.

To understand what the newspapers and documents of
the 1840's, 1850's, and 1860's reveal about attitudes toward
the Jews within the specific locality of Toledo, Ohio, re-
quires that the time itself be understood in terms of its
social tensions, The years which led up to the Civil War
were among the most turbulent in American history, Nativ-
ism, radical reform, and religious fanaticism were combined
with the ever-present American drive to make money, and were
tempered by frequent economic depfessions.1 Immigrant
groups, especially the people who escaped from Buropets
political eruptions of 1848-49, inserted a particular kind

of liberal activism into the American social swirl.2

1Documentatiori on this period is plentiful. For a
recent article which seems to pull it together very well see
Michael F, Holt, "The Politics of Impatience: The Origins of
Know Nothingism" The Journal of American History, September,
1973’ 309"313- '

2Eric E, Hirshler, "Jews from Germany in the United
States," in Hirshler, ed., Jews from Germany in the United
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proof of the tendency felt by the Jews to assimilate them-
selves to the Christians in religious practice.“9 Even the
Free Religious Association was looking forward to a day when
there would be no religious difference between Christian and
Jew:
Will our Jewish brothers learn to forget their nation~
ality in the consciousness of our common humanity and
abandon the myths of historical religion? The reldigion
of the future will not be historical but spiritual, and
the sacrifice is necessary, Reformed Judaism, like
liberal Christianity, islsnly a stepping stone to a
larger and higher faith,
Or, as Octavius Frothingham explained at the convention in
Cincinnati, he had only to quote a Jewish rabbi in order to
state his own views:
Sacrifice is dead. The Jewish nationality as a separate
political organization is overthrown. The belief in the
restoration of Israel to the land of their fathers and
that the Redeemer will come to Zion is an er}oded
theory. God be praised for all his mercies,
Assimilation and conversion are two radically differ-
ent ideas; in order to be converted one must see the error
of his ways and repent., This involves guilt, and the guilt
of the Jews was what the state superintendent of schools,
Anson 3myth, made very clear in a speech in Toledo in 1856.
Smyth, who had formerly directed Toledo'!'s schools, spoke in

the Congregational church and took as his text "the words of

the Jewish population who clamored for the death of our

970ledo Blade, September 17, 1847.

10rhe Index, March 19, 1870, l.

11The Index, November 19, 1870, 1.
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Saviour: 'His blood be on us and our children,'"

He said
that this prophecy was literally fulfilled in the subseqﬁent
history of the Jews as evinced in the horrible scenes at
the sacking of Jerusalem as well as the subsequent judgments
which fell on that doomed people, DBut Smyth's main object,
the Blade reported, was to show that retributions were trans-
mitted from parents to children and that the innocent chil-
dren would not escape the judgment which fell on their
parents.l2 |

How those words must have hurt! Fourteen years later
William Kraus was still talking about them when he campaigned
to take the Bible out of the public schools, "I would not
have a superintendent," he said, "who would teach the
scholars that the infidels are not as good as anybody else,
and that Jew children will go to Hell,"13

Certainly the greatest amount of open animosity which
the Jews experienced came from the Protestant churches, The
principal problems were the proper observance of the Chris=-
tian sabbath and the whole issue of temperance, Usually the
battle which the prohibitionists waged was aimed at all
Europeans, and at the Germans in particular, but there were

times when a religious note crept in, In the spring of 185,

during one of the temperance skirmishes, Reverend Henry B,

12151640 Blade, November 10, 1856,

137he Index, July 30, 1870, Kraus's speech is re-
printed in full in Chapter Three,
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Walbridge, rector of Trinity Episcopal church, wrote a long
letter to the Blade. He concluded it by saying:
They are the enemies of the German people who seek to
array them against the Sabbath customs of our country.
I do not care to argue the question of religious duty.
It is enough for the present to recognize it as a social
institution embedded soul deep in the moral sense of the
American people,
This is a Christian nation, At all events it has no
other and never will have any other religion, When the
last Christian Sabbath has come America will be gathered
to the tomb of empire andlﬁer name removed from the
scroll of living nations,

Two years later there was some trouble about a festi-
val designed to raise money for poor relief which resulted
in a heated exchange of letters between James H, Baird,
pastor of the First Presbyterian church and William Kraus,
one of the organizers of the festival., Apparently someone
had accused the ministers of failing to get behind the idea
and to urge support for it. Baird replied that he had an-
nounced the festival for the relief of the poor from his
pulpit, and he was sorry he had. In fact, he felt the whole
undertaking was inappropriate and his position needed ex-
plaining even more than the position of those ministers who
refused to announce it., "That those gentlemen have a right
to have a "Pestival! no one will deny," Baird wrote, "but let

us have no mixing of things 'clean' and 'unclean.! Let con-

tributions for the benefit of the poor and Festival fees be

1}‘LTole'.ndua Blade, May 26, 185, Henry Walbridge served
as rector of Trinity from 1848 to 1868 (Randolph Downes,
Capal Days /Toledo: The Historical Society of Northwest Ohio,
192’16). ’ .
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80 ‘widely separated that there will be no appearance of a
connection, and then with propriety, ministers can lend their

aid and Christians will be constrained to tlend to the

Lord.t"15
To this William Kraus replied two days later:

Mr, Editor: I noticed an article in Wednesday!'s paper
signed by James H, Baird in which the festivities in
Morris Hall were held up in rather a novel light. The
Rev, gentleman says he made the announcement on Sabbath
last, but smoothly gets over it by saying that he was
not posted on the intended proceedings that were to fol-
low the gathering of these funds for the poor; and fur-
ther intimates that the Festival was of that class where
Clergymen and Church members could not attend without
violating their vows and their consciences, If religion,
in this enlightened age, has arrived at that height where
harmless and innocent amusements designed for a noble
purpose cannot be tolerated by church discipline, I pro-
nounce it false sanctity. Among those whose mite was
contributed for this noble purpose (not violating their
laws or consclences) were persons of the highest respec-
tability and standing in this community, and the enter-
tainment throughout was of the most unexceptionable
character. And I will say that as true and virtuous a
heart beats in the bosom adorned for the fascination of
the Ball Room as in that of the would-be Diogenes who
would censure it.

That touch of irony about "the clean and the unclean"
bears various constructions, DBut in charity to the Rev.
gentleman, I will give it its fairest outside, If those
are denominated the clean, whose sanctimonious faces and
well=-stored larders make glad their hearts, while starving
poverty and pining want is wasting without unfed, then
may I remain unwashed, If those are the unclean whose
generous hearts devise some innocent amusement for the
most worthy of all purposes, then charity bears the fatal
stamp. In conclusion, I will say that Rev, Mr, Church,
as also the Rev, Mr, Platt, will accept our apology, as
I am informed of the illness of one and the meriterious
announcement by the other, 16

Wm. Kraus

15Toledo Blade, February 1L, 1855,
16

Toledo Blade, February 16, 1855,
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It sounds as if Kraus won the battle, but sixteen
years and many community projects later, he lost the war,
As mayor of the city in 1869, he participated in and took
the blame for the rousing Fourth of July celebration which,
unfortunately for him, fell on a Sunday. He was publicly
castigated from the Congregational pulpit of the Reverend
W,W, Williams, Williams took his text from the 0ld Testa-
ment--Exodus 12:);9~~"0One law shall be to the home-~born, and
unto the stranger that sojourneth among you." The legal
issue was a state law which forbade the shooting of cannon
and the music of bands on Sundays, and Kraus, as mayor was
held to be responsible, Williams made it clear that Kraus
was “public-spirited; iarge—hearted, enterprising, and ener-
getic," but he was completely wrong in not laying aside his
personal preferences and enforcing the law as it was devised
by the "home-born." The only recourse, he told his congre-
gation, was to "vote against men of this stamp, and for men
who « . « Will not permit their personal opinions to set
aside the 1aﬁs they are pledged to execute."17

When Kraus was nominated for re-election by the Repub=

lican party, some twenty months later, the Young Ments Chris-
tian Associated "strained every nerve to defeat his rs-election."

They succeeded in splitting the Republican vote and electing

17Williams? sermon, delivered on July 11, 1869, is
quoted in full in The_ Index, July 2, 1870, and refuted by
Francis Abbott the following week, July 9, 1870.



83

18 Guido Marx later confimmed that

the Democratic candidate,
the incident of the Fourth of July "created such ill feeling
during his /Kraus's/ term among other constituents, that he
failed of being re-—elected."19

If Williams was attacking Kraus as a Jew, he never
said so, although in developing his text he made a great
point of its Hebrew origin and said that it meant "the
Israelite by adoption must observe the rules of the home-
born Israelite," But his attack really was against anyone
who would introduce "foreign" ideas whichiintéqfergd with
rules devised by "home-born" Americans some ninety ﬁears be-
fore. Abbott, in his defense, pointed out how illogical it
was to observe Sunday as the sabbath anyway, but then asked
only that each person be able to fulfill his religious obli«
gations as he saw them.

In addition to the kind of harrassment in which being
a Jew is sometimes but not always separable from being "for-

eign" and therefore suspect, there was considerable curiosity

about Jewish customs which was reflected in the newspapers.

18The words are Fprancis Abbott's from The Index, July
15, 1871. He went on to explain that Kraus's defeat aroused
the liberals who subsequently elected their slate to the
city school board, and then coalesced to form the Liberal
Alliance of Toledo.

19@uido Marx, "The German Element," in Clark Waggoner,
ed.,, A History of the City of Toledo and Lucas County, Ohio
(New York and Toledo: Munseil and Company, 1B88), 751, 752.
Marx's letter in reaction to this incident is quoted in Chap-
ter Two, _
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Not only did the editors run long explanations sbout holi=-
déys, but they also inserted a lengthy description of a Jew-
ish wedding in Dayton, and urged a full house for a lecture
by Dr. J.J. Abrsham, "a Jew by descent,"” Dr, Abraham, "being
of the order of the priesthood is perfectly familiar with the
peculiarities of his religion," the Blade explained, "and he
may be considered the best authority on the tenets and cus-
toms of the Jewish church."@? Dp, Abraham spoke a second
time in August 1862; his talk on Jewish customs was sponsored
by the Civil War Ladies Aid Society., Tickets were twenty-

five cents for adults.21 In 1869 the Commercial devoted con-

siderable space on its editorial page to the New York divorce
of Mr, and Mrs, J, Burnstine, A Jewish divorce was a curios-
-ity, and the article described the procedure in detail.22
Most Americans thought of the Jews as "a peculiar
people," an idea which was reinforced time and again in the

newspapers, The following example appeared in connection

with an explanation of the Jewish New Yeagr in 1867:

EOAS an example of the frequency of articles in the
Blade, there was a story on September 16, 1868 about the
Jewish New Year, Another appeared the next day., On Septem-
ber 25, there was an explanation of Yom Kippur, and on Octo-
ber 1, an explanation of the Feast of Tabernacles, The
earliest of these descriptive stories appeared October 5,
185L4. Their frequency increased markedly during the 1860's.
Someone must have been preparing them for the paper. The
story of the wedding in Dayton was published in the Blade on
August 15, 1854, Dr. Abraham spoke first in Toledo in May
1857 (Toledo Blade, May 30, 1857).

?lpoledo Blade, August 7, 1862.

22Toledo Commercial, June 1, 1869,
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In all phases of life, the Jewish observances look es-
pecially to teaching the children. The Hebrew always
has his children about him, whether in the ballroom or
in the church., The ties of affection are very strong,
whether as a result of the religion or in their nature
as descended from the East where reverence to parental
authority is strictly inculcated. In fact, this strong
union between parents and children may be one of the
reason3 why this peculiar people have held together so
remarkably, It is certainly one of the reasons for
Eheirégreserving their faith and many ceremonies in-
act,

Occasionally, there were casual references to the Jews, as
in the following:

Among the old Jewish proverbs are these two, the first
of which is humane and the second very curious., "No
man is to be made responsible for what he utters in his.
grief," "Descend a step inzﬁhoosing 8 wife; mount a
step in choosing a friend,"

Or there were pieces probably meant to be humorous, which we
find to be unsettling, and which defy c¢lassification today.

The following discussion of whether Hannibal was a Jew or a

"Nagur" is an example:

We understand one of the speakers at the Democratic Club
last night, in alluding to the story of the nations of
bygone days, spoke of Hamnnibal as a Jew, Quick as
thought a son of the Emerald Isle exclaimed--"I'11 bet
ye a hundred dollars that ye're a liar and lave it to
histhry that Hannibal was a Nagur,"

A member suggested that the thoughtless Celt should be
-put downstairs, but strong in the right, he asserted that
there was no man in the house able to do that same, de-
claring "I paid me fifty cents to become a member of the
cloob, and bejabers, I¥1l have me say." The question is
now fairly before the Democratic public, and it is neces-

sary that it be decided at once that the rank and file

may not be divided on the importspt question whether
Hannibal was a Jew or a “Nagﬂr."ég 4

2
3Toledo Blade, September 30, 1867,

2L"I'oledo Blade, January 27, 1868.

25Toledo Blade, November 20, 1863,
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The article suggests that the question was ridiculously un-
important, maybe because it was ancient history, or maybe
because neither Jew nor Black was a desirgble thing to be
and it was not worth fighting over, Probably the paragraphs
could not have been written substituting the word "Hebrew,"
and it seems clear that "Israelite" would not have been used.
It had a special religious connotation all its own.

‘There is proof that the words "Jew" and "Hebrew" had
different meanings, The editor of the Blade, while ponder-
ing the problem of pigs running loose in the city streets
outside his window, wrote the following:

We were not educated in the Hebrew School, were never
taught to eschew swine flesh, but we are not so hard
hearted as to set_down those who do as Jews, ogéentitled
to any other particularly harsh epithet. , . .
The word "Jew," when it was used at all in the Blade, was
usually fastened to a "Jew peddler" who was beaten up, or
to the notorious case of the "Jew pickpockets," sought all
over the midwest and éaptured in Toledo. Their story is an
interesting one,

Hyman Kaufman, Isaac Greenburg, Simon Oppenheimer,
and Joseph Harris were arrested dividing up their loot at
the Toledo depot one night in 1857. Between them they had
pocket books, gold rings, gold and silver coins, and bank

bills totaling about $500., They were subsequently bound

over to the grand jury, indicted, and convicted., Harris

26poledo Blade, July 18, 1865,
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Greenburg, and Oppenheimer were sentenced to five years each;
Kaufman was granted a motion for a new trial. While the men
were in custody in Toledo, word came from Chicago that they
were big time operators and that Greenburg had been sentenced
to the Illinois penitentiary and then pardoned when private
police interceded for him in a corrupt arrangement, The
Toledo police were warned that the men were not without con-
nections on the outside, They were well-known in St. Louis,
Cincinnati, Detfoit, New York and Boston.27

On December 11, 1857 Toledo Sheriff Kingsbury ar-
fested a man named Morris Goldman on the charge of bribing
a witness who was important to the case. The following day
the Blade announced that a plan to escape, "concocted by the
prisoners in our jail under the lead of the four Jew pick-
pockets," had been discovered and promptly thwarted., "The

warning of the Chicago Democrat is confirmed," the Blade

said., "There is evidently a strong association of the ras-
cals having perhaps their headquarters in Chicago who are
very much disturbed by the conviction of Greenburg, Kaufman,
Harris, and Oppenheimer and will strain every nerve and stop
at no exertion to get them out of limbo." Sentence was pro-
nounced on Christmas Eve, and at year's end Sheriff Kings-

bury took his prisoners to Columbus under strong guard,

"Quite a crowd" had collected at the depot before the cars

27Toledo Blade, October 22, 1857; November 5, 1857;
November 7, 1857; December 9, 1857.
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started.28

Further proof of the attitude toward Jews and the use
of the word "Jew" emerges from the testimony of a Mrs, Geller
in the murder trial of Conrad Meier in the Lucas County Court
of Appeals, August 1869, Meier was accused of killing a
Jewish peddler named Solomon Feldenheimer, and Mrs, Geller,
when called to the stand, told the jury that "the Jew was at
our house and , , . we knew him four or . five years, He al-
ways stopped when up there, Do not know what his first name
was, He took dinmer with us,"2? Meier was convicted and
sentenced to hang, but he escaped before the sentence could
be carried out.3° In another similar case, a Polish Jew
named Bennet Scop was hanged at Norwalk, Ohio after he was
found guilty of killing Jacob Goodman, a peddler with whom
he had been working for two days., In the detailed newspaper
stories about both criminal trials the word "Jew" was fre-
quently used and "Hebrew" did not appear at all,>1
The Jewish merchants were usually referred to circum-

spectly as "Hebrew citizens" in the press, and William Kraus's

28Toledo Blade, December 9, 1857; December 11, 1857;
December 12, 1B857; December 29, 1557.

29

Commercial, August 19, 1869,

30Meier received a stay of execution because a Roman
Catholic priest from Toledo interceded with the governor.
He was sentenced to hang on December 8, 1869 and disappeared
from his cell on November 25 (Commercial, November 6, 1869;
November 25, 1869),

31Cgmm§rcig1, August L, 1870,
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ngme was frequently followed by an "Esq." or, after he was
mayor, preceded by an "Honorsble." There was one instance,
however, which showed that fhe Joewish merchants were set
apart to some extent., Long-time Toledo merchant N,W, Eddy
tooﬁ an ad in the Blade to offer his stock of fall and win-
ter clothes on better terms "than either the King or the
Jews,"32 The phrase was in boldface display type., In addi;.
tion to the Jewish merchants, one of Eddy's competitors was
John ‘A, King, selling at the sign of the big red coat.

The local editor of the Blade thought Eddy's adver-
tisement was clever, He called attention to it the follow-
ing day:

Eddyt's advertisement is a novelty-~our gentlemen readers
have doubtless noticed it, and we hope they will call and
notice the fine stock of clothing some day as they are
passing,33
If anyone was offended by this form of advertising, there
was no public notice of it. Gustav Goldsmith followed a
g8imilar line the following spring when he advertised his new
shipment of goods at prices which would "astonish the King
and please the natives,"3%

Ten years later the names "Hebrew" and "Jew" were

intermingled significantly in an.editorial about the pro-

scription of Jews, Certain New York insurance companies de-

32Toledg Blade, November 2, 1857,
33Toledo Blade, November 3, 1857.

34151 ed0 Blade, April 1), 1858,
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cided not to grant policies to Jews on the grounds that
"losses have occurred in the premises of Jews of German ori-
gin, doing business in a small way . . . far out of propor-
tion to their numbers as compared with the business commun-
ity." The indictment stated further that the Jews were "for
the most part persons of no known business antecedents, of
no known social standing or pecuniary responsibility, and
that whatever new effort is made by the companies to defend
themselves against the most barefaced and extortionate de~
mands, the claimants have generally been found to possess a
reserve corps of witnesses of like faith by whom they are
always able to prove any fact necessary to support their

own view of the case,"3”

The Blagde printed all of the above, quoting a pres-
ident of one of the New York insurance companies, and then
adding the following:

All of this may be true; but nevertheless it furnishes
no good reason for the wholesale proscription of a
class, There are thousands of respectable Hebrews in
business whose social standing and business antecedents
are good, and who are just as honest as businessmen of
any other race or religion, To exclude these from par-
ticipating in the benefits of insurance is senseless and
unjust, The agents of a company are supposed to know
who they insure; let them decide upon Israelites pre-
cisely as they do upon Christians, upon their merits.
"If an American, English, or Irish merchant is of such a
character as to make insurance unsafe, he is rejected
for that reason, not because he is an Englishman, Irish~
man, or American, The same ruling should be applied to

Hebrews instead of prosgribing an entire race bhecause of
some unworthy members, 3 :

3510ledo Blade, April 23, 1867.
36114,
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The editorial was unsigned, although the Blade was edited at
that time by David Ross Locke, author of the satirical
Petroleum V, Nasby letters, and champion of the underdog.
Locke was a reformer at heart, characterized by his most
recent biographer as a forerunner of the journalistic muck-
r-akers.37 He probably wrote the plea for fairness,

1t seems as if the only way to summarize the attitudes
toward the Jews in Toledo in the mid~-nineteenth century is to
3tress the ambivalence which is reflected in the use of dif-
ferent terms, There was great interest in and curiosity
about Jewish customs and Jewish people so long as the Jews
did not in any way interfere with Christian observances, and
8o long as Christians could delude themselves that the Jews
would one day be converted, The merchants and other people
of means were treated with public respect, although thought
of by some as "Jew merchants"; the peddlers, the criminals,
and anyone else whom society did not #alue, received the

harsher name, and, by extension, harsher treatment.

_ 37John M., Harrison, The Man Who Made Nasby: David Ross
Locke (Chapel Hill: University of North Carolina Press, 1969),
22.




Chapter Five: THE JEWS AS CITIZENS

Most of the early Jews found their identification as
part of the German group within the city, And as Germans
they seem to have been admitted to organizations without
diserimination, In fact, the record in Toledo may be bet-
ter than that in other cities., Rudolf Glanz reported, for
example, that in the Middle West Jews'were generally not
admitted to the high ranking eorganizations of the native
stock, but that they frequently joined German organizations,
They were excluded usually from the pioneer societies, Glanz
wrote, but they were welcomed into the German pioneer organ-
izations where some sort of "higher Judaism“'was projected
as a fit companion to Germanism, In Glanz's words, "Those
were the days when they were not yet talking of 'Nathan the
S1y,! but of tNathan the Wise,'" alluding to the German
dramatiat Lessing's famous plea for religious toleration
published in the eighteenth century.

Glanz used the example of Cincinnati where the Pioneer

Association accepted anyone as a member who had been in the

city before 1815, Most of the Germsns and all of the Jews

"Rudolf Glanz, "Jews in Relation to the Cultural
Milieu of the German in America Up to the Eighteen-Eighties,"
in Studies in Judaica Americana (New York: KTAV Publishing
House, Inc,, 1970), 226, '
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afrived after that date and they formed their own pioneer
organization.2 In Toledo there seems littlé evidence that
the Jews were excluded in the early years, Jacob Landman
was influential in bringing Freemasonry to Toledo, and he
was aléo a member of the 0dd Fellows, serving for a time as
secretary of the 1odge.3 Joseph Roemer was particularly
proud of his membership in the Maumee Valley Pioneer Associ-
ation, In fact, he said it was the only organization he had
ever joinc:ad."Ir It is important to stress that Roemer, al=-
though described by his family as a non-religious man, did
subsgceribe to the QOccident, did invite Rabbi Lilienthal to
marry his daughter, did publicize the wedding in the E;ggg;
end did 5reathe his last surrounded by friends and family

on his fiftieth wedding anniversary in the Jewish social
rooms, the Progress Club, in 1892, He made no attempt to
hide his Jewish background, although his name never appears
among the organizers of congregations, He was accepted, |

apparently without question, into membership in the Pioneer

2Ibid,, 223-22l,

3Landman was secretary of the Wapaukonica Lodge No,
38, IOOF, in 1850; he served on a committee for a festival
in 1852; and he was on the committee to celebrate the open-
ing of a new lodge hall in 1853 (Blade, December L, 1850;
January 23, 1852; August 16, 18537,

hGuido Marx says of Roemer, "More true to his origi-
nal occupation, but taking a less active part in political
matters, was Joseph Roemer who since his arrival in Toledo
was firat in the retail and then in the wholesale clothing
line" (Guido Marx, "The German Element," in Clark Waggoner,
ed,, History of the City of Toledo and Lucas County, Ohio
[New York and Toledo: Munsell and Co., 18087, 7L2).
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Agsociation,

Although the Jews were influential within the German
community, not all of the early Jews were German, and not all
the Germans acted within the confines of German orgsnizations.
There were numerous patriotic and service activities in which
Jews participated as individuals, guided undoubtedly by their
own inclinations, their own commitments, and their own values,

One area of civic service which attracted several of
the Jewish men was the volunteer fire depsrtment, Landman,
Samuel and Henry Stettiner, Joseph and Emil Marx, Henry
Thorner, and the ubiquitous Willisam Kraﬁs were all firemen
at one time or another, Xraus was elected chief engineer,
the top post, in 1857, and both Stettiner brothers served as
assistant chief engineers in the 1860'3.5

The volunteer fire department was an enthusiastic and
public-spirited, if often inefficient, attempt to solve the
nineteenth century American city's fire problem, Most cities
moved through the volunteer stage to the institution of a
professional fire fighting force by the 1870t's, and that

6

pattern was followed in Toledo. In the early years, however,
the firefighters dressed in elaborate parade costumes, held

balls to raise money for equipment, met frequently for fire

5Toledo Blade, March 10, 1857; October 17, 1867; Jan-
uary 18, 1869, By the latter date when Henry Stettiner was
first assistant engineer, the paid department consisted of
three general officers and thirty-two men who received an
aggregate annual salary of $1800.

6Charles N, Glaab and A, Theodore Brown, A History of
Urban Americe (New York: Macmillan, 1967), 177-178.
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new3paper.10

These small fracases aside, the men in the volunteer
fire companies were a colorful and vital part of the com-
munity, How important they must have felt, for example, as
they paraded down the street on a June day in 1856! The
newly organized Teutonia Fire Guard led the way in their
Prussian helmets, Captain Emil Marx in charge, Neptune
Hose Company No, 1, the unit to which Henry Thorner belonged,
wore red shirts and grey pants. Erin Engine Company No. 2,
the scrappy Irishmen, marched proudly behind their green
silk banner, Krausts Croton No, 3 looked "cool and comfor=-
table" in white shirts and black pants, and the Germania
Company No, i withstood the June temperatures in their rich
uniforms of black velvet. They werelpreceded by their
"exeellent band." After the parade and the tests of fire=
fighting skill, the men marched to have daguerreotypes

made.11

They must, all of them, have had a strong sense of
identification with their community.

Another kind of festivity in which the Jewish citi=-
zens participated with great enthusiasm was the celebration
of the Foﬁrth of July and other patriotic holidays, William

and Lahman Kraus were involved in the official planning for

the Fourth as early as 18L9, In that year the celebration

107071 edo Express, February 2, 1857,

11Toledo Blade, June 16, 1856,
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ineluded a procession toward a specially-erected bower where
there were seats for the ladies and where all could hear the
speeches and the band, A celebration dinner at the hotel

cost Fifty cents. 2 In

185l David Heinsheimer was one of
the vice presidents for the patriotic party. In 1857 William
Kreus served on several sub-committees, and in 1858 he
chaired the first meeting to plan the observance, Also in
that &ear all three Marxes participated, arranging to print
the programs, engage the music and buy the fireworks.13
This kind of patriotic activity also involved the
Jewish women as planners in at least one instance. Most
respectable women in the mid-nineteenth century seldom had
their names in the paper, ©Social events were frequently
described using only the initials of participanta, But
the women did take part publicly in an 1859 attempt to raise
money for the Mount Vernon Association, to restore Washing-
ton'a home and grounds, In Toledo the festival was 3scheduled
for March 3 and involved five separate balls, Mrs, William
Kraus and Mrs, Joseph Thormer served along with Mrs,
Morrison R, Waite, whose husband would one day be chief jus=-

.tice of the United States Supreme Court; Mrs, James B,

Steedman, wife of General Steedman, and many other women,

12751640 Blade, June 16, 1849; June 23, 1849,

Loss 13901ed0 Blade, June 17, 1854 July 1, 1857; June 1,
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The duties were divided and Mrs, Kraus, Mrs, Roemer and Mrs.

W.W, Howe were the managers at Union Hall where the benefit

was German in spirit and execution, Music was provided by

the Hammonia Band and the Jeagers, and the Teutonia Fire

Guards and Germania Engine Company No, L also participated.lu
Women were involved in and got credit for work in

one other area~-charitable undertakings, In December 185l

men and women organized ward committees, set up separately,

to investigate and ameliorate the condition of the poor.

Mrs, Kraus was a member of the committee in the fourth ward.l5

And the women, of course, came into their own during the

Civil War when they were able to provide help for the fami=-

lies of soldiers in the area ss well as great amounts of

food, clothing, bandages and other things needed by the men

in the Union army, Wives and daughters within the Jewish

community were mentioned frequently in connection with the

Soldiers?! Aid Scciety. Mrs, William Kraus was a director of

the organization from its beginning and her daughter and

niece were among those who helped to keep the rooms open and

vwho painstakingly collected lint and worked to assemble "com=

‘Tort bags" for the soldiers.16

1uTo;edo Blade, March 2, 1859; March 5, 1859, The

Blade lists Mrs, Joseph Thorner as participating in one
article and Mrs, Joseph Roemer in another, Possibly both
women were involved,

15Toledo Blﬁde, December 8, 185,

| 100016d0 Blade, October 10, 1861; September 9, 1862,
In his History of Toledo Clark Waggoner pays tribute to the
heroism and nobility of the Mloyal Christian women of the
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The war and the events leading up to it politicized
the men in the Jewish community until they eventually*begame
staunch Republicans and ardent Unionists.l7 Some of them,
at least, moved in that direction from the Whig camp; Lah-
man Kraus was vice president of a Scott club, pushing the
presidency of General Winfield Scott on the Whig ticket in
1852.18 The following year Jacob Landman was a fourth ward
delegate to the county Whig convention , but by 185l all of
that had changed, The passage in May of the Kansﬁs-ﬁebraska
Act, which thregtened to extend slavery by popular sovereignty
into territory from which it had previously been barred,
caused a tumult all over the country, Toledo was no excep-
tion. On June 23 a call was issued for a great meeting in
Columbus to oppose the extension of slavery and to defeat
the legislators who had supported the hated bill, Landman,
David Heinsheimer, William Kraus, Joseph Roemer, and Lahman
Kraus signed the call, and four days later the Blade announ-
ced that the Germans "almost to a man advocate distinctive
action in the present crisis and are in favor of the conven-

tion in Columbus."19

United States" for their moval and physical care of the
soldiers, He then goes on to describe the work of the Sol=-
diers' Aid Society in which Jewish women were also active

(114).

17333 Guido Marx's analysis of the German vote,
Chapter Three, n, 21,

18Toledo Blade, July 13, 1852,

1901640 Blade, June 23, 185l; June 27, 185h,

e E— ey
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These men coalesced around the single issue of extend-
ing slavery, They were not yet the Republican party; much
of their organizational work was still to be done, But they
did represent a vocal alliance of outréged Whigs, Democrats,
and radical abolitionists., In Lucas county they came togeth-
er on July 1, 185l and chose twenty-six delegates to state
their case in Columbus, Jacob Landman waé among them, along
with Senator Henry Reed, James M, Ashley who was later
elected to Congress, Jesup W, Scott, and John R, Williams,
editor of the Blade.

The delegates took with them what Historian Randolph
Downes has called "one of the most strikingly progressive
documents ever framed in the history of Lucas County poli-
tics."?0 Not only did they attack the "mighty conspiracy
of slave holders and dough faces who have determined to
nationalize slavery," but they also indicted the "weak,
corrupt, and imbecile President," who was letting them get
away with it. And other planks in their plaform were
equally outspoken, They favored doing away with the elec-
toral college, abridgement of the Presidentts appointment
powers, election by Congress of all foreign ministers, the
distribution of publiec lands to actual oécupants at reason-
able prices, individual taxation on the basis of actual

worth, free schools with no public money spent for sectarian

®ORandolph C, Downes, Lake Port (Toledo: Hisporical
Society of Northwest Ohio, 1951), 112,
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or political teaching, énd the right ofjrecalll As Downes
suggests,'the Lucas county platform of 185l was many years
shead of its time.21

Guido Marx was a member of the central committee in
Lucas county which organized the successful Kansas~Nebraska
fight.22 Local voters sent Richard Mott to Congress to
express their opposition to popular sovereignty and the ex~-
tension of slavery, and their choice was echoed throughout
the state, Ohio elected only two Democratic congressmen in
185ls.,23

The years between Kansas-Nebraska and the outbreak of
the Civil War were a time of financial dislocation and poli-
tical turmoil as the nation slid toward its holocaust, But
as is usually the case in times of social upheaval, the
issues were not clear and decisions were difficult. A vote
for Salmon P, Chase for governor in 1855, for example, was
a vote against slavery, but the Germané and German Jews must
have felt they were in bad company, Many of Chase'é sup~
porters were the anti-immigrant, old-line Americans who had
formed the Know Nothing party. Their intentions were sus-
pect, and the slavery question could well have been a false
issue on which to ride to power, Chase carried Lucas county

by 191 votesa, but the third and fourth wards of Toledo, which

2l1pig,, 113,
22Toledo Blade, July 3, 185k,
23Downes, Lake Port, 11l.
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were predominantly Irish and German and where most of the
Jews lived, went Democratic.zu

It seems consistent that the party which espoused an
end to slavery should alsoc be in favor of extending liberties
to naturalized Americans, But this was not the case, When
a group of Germans in Toledo wrote to William Lloyd Garrison's
Liberator in the spring of 1859 they were protesting an anti-
alien law in Massachusetts and criticizing the Republicans.
for supporting it. They explained that the action of the.
Massachusetts legislature struck at "the very root of these
eternal principles of equality and right.” They said further
that if the "Party oflthe Rights of All Men" discriminated
against citizens, and the Democratic party maintained its
impossible position with reference to the preservation of
slavery, the only alternative was to form a third party
which would stand up to the level of the framers of the
Constitution., "We can never act with any party," they wrote
"that does not recognize the eternal truth of the equality
of all men and the equal rights of all citizens, . . ." The
letter was signed by a representative committee: P, Lénk{

Guido Marx, Geo, Weber, M, Hoffman, Geo. ‘I‘anner‘.g5

2u1bid., 120, Toledo Blade, October 10, 1855. In the
Blade of September 6, 1 » William Kraus was listed as a
delegate to the Democratic Representative Convention, This
may have been a reflection of the point made above, or it may
have been an error.

25&.19.92&._@. April 8, 1859, 56,
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Not all Northern Jews were abolitionists: Rabbi Wise
was one Jewish leader who looked with skepticism upon the
gbolition movement and who remained a Democrat, Wise believed
that the radical getivity of the anti-slavery men was a di-
rect cause of the war, and he believed further that the
abolitionists were narrow-minded men, interested only in the
cause of the Negro, Louis Ruchames has done considerable
research which proves that Wise was wrong and that coopera-
tion between abolitionists and Jews tended to broaden the
outlook of both.26

Using Garrison as an example, Ruchames shows that the
abolitionist leader was guite sympathetic to the Toledo Ger-
mans when he presented their letter for publication:

We heartily respond to the following just and reasonable
appeal, in regard to the attempt to change the Constitu-
tion of Massachusetts, so as to bear proscriptively and
invidious}y against our ngturalized.fel Qw-citizens in
the exercise of the elective franchise,
But Garrison shared Wise's concern about narrow mindedness
and self interest and seemed to worry that he was being used,
Two weeks after he sympathized with the naturalized citizens,
he wrote a warning against anyone who fights for the rights

of newcomers but who "at the same time, cares nothing that

4L million of pative born Americans are stripped of every

right, worked with the brutes, bought and sold as property

26Louis Ruchames, "The Abolitionists and the Jews,"
Publication of the American Jewish Historical Society,

December, 1952, 131-155,
27

Liberator, April 8, 18c9, 56,
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and subject to insults, outrages and tortures innumerable.
His love of liberty is nothing but personal selfishness."28

Ruchames concludes that on the whole abolitionists
welcomed Jewish support and in their continual efforts to
assiat both slave and free Negro the abolitionists saw "more
than did others, the sufferings of the Jews through the
ages.“29 That the opposite was also true, that many Jews
who supported the anti-slavery movement came to feel an
affinity with Negroes was expressed directly in Toledo by
William Kraus. His most succinet statement was made at a
"Colored People's Jubilee," orgenized to celebrate the
passage of the fifteenth amendment. Kraus, then mayor of
the city, explained that he had become a Whig in the 1850's
because it was the party most opposed to slavery, and that
he could never put shackles on humanity. He then spoke of
the persecution of Jews and said that he could sympathize
with colored people. He urged Negroes to take advantage of
their educational opportunites and stated that he favored
integrated schools, He was sure it would not hurt his chil-
dren to sit in schools with colored children.30

What Kraus was expressing was shared minority, an

idea which Lillian Hellman developed recently in considering

28Ruchames, "The Abolitionists and the Jews," 136,

) aglbid., See also Rufus Learsi, The Jews in America:
A History (Cleveland: World Publishing Company, 195L), 90-95.

3OToledo'Commercial, April 8, 1870,
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the warm affinity between Southern Jews and Blacks, She
indicated that this sympathy comes out of the American ex-
perience and "should not be fancied up with talk of a common
bond in the 01d Testament."3! The letter of the Toledo Ger-
mans confirms this when it pleads for a consistent attitude
toward all Americans "without distinction of color or birth."
Their own fight for acceptance tended to increase the aware-
ness of the Germans and the German Jews toward the Negro and
his position in American society, 7

As the nation struggled with the problems of "Bleeding
Kansas," Dred Secott, and John Brown, Toledo politics re-
flected the national torment. On the municipal level, how~
ever, there was a move toward non-partisan politics and
this attracted the cityts Jews, Jacob Kraus chaired s meet-
ing of German citizens in April 1857 which confirmed s sSlate
chosen by the non-partisan Peoplets meeting.32 The following
Year a call went out for a Peoplet!s convention for the mnic-
ipal election and Jacob Kraus, Joseph Roemer, William Kraus,
Lahman Kraus, Joseph Thorner, Gustavus Goldsmith and Guido
Marx were all among the signers.33

By October 1859 William Kraus could be clearly identi-
fied with the Republican party, Speaking at a Republican

celebration, Kraus made what the Blade called a "fitting

31Lillian Hellman, Review of The Provincials: A Per-
Sonal History of the Jews of the South by Eli N, Evans, The
New York Times Book Review, November 11, 1973, S

32To1edo_Blade, April 6, 1857.

33701edo Blade, March 31, 1858,
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allusion to the constancy and fidelity of his fellow German
Republicans at the recent election.” He told them that amid
many difficulties, and in the face of many appeals to pfeju-
dice of nationality, they had stood by their party to an
extent worthy of praise, The Republican band paid a compli~-
mentary visit to Kraus's home as part of the victory festi=-
vities.3u
In 1860 Kraus was an enthusiastic supporter of Abraham
Lincoln, On May 22, lessthan a week after the nomination of
Lincoln and Hamlin in Chicago, there was a large ratification
meeting in Toledo with speeches, bonfires, music, military
Bands, aﬁd‘cannons. Kraus addressed the crowd and aléo
agreed. to serve on a committee of five to launch a loecal
' "Wide.Kwake Club," a marching group patterned after the one
. which supported Lincoln in Chicago. Joseph Marx, Henry
Thornér, and Joseph Roemer were among the thirty-five mem-
bers of the first company of Wide Awakes in the city. They
wore élazed cap8 and oileloth capes and carried kerosene |
lanterns mounted on sticks, thereby adding color and ex-
.i citeme?t to the campa'ign.35 By the fourth of June, Kraus

had Been named treasurer of the Toledo Republican Club and

- 751040 ‘B1ade, October 13, 1859,

3'STolendc:.» Blade, May 22, 1860; Downes, Lake Port, 139,
Michael Holt sees the Wide Awake clubs as vestiges of the
"super-patriofic Know Nothing lodges" and says that they
attracted the young, the poor, the workingmen and the mechan-
ics ("The Politics of Impatience: The Origins of Know Nothing-
ism," Journal of American History, September, 1973, 322),

The Jewish Wide Awakes in Toledo do not fit Holt's categories,
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was suggesting that the organization erect its own Wigwam
to be named after the hastily-built structure in Chicago
where Lincoln was nominated, In fact, the "Wide Awake
German Republican" William Kraus offered to build a Wigwam,
and he did, It was a 60 x 80 foot brick building on the
river side of Summit street between Adams and Madison,
Kraus made it available for the party for $450 and it was
used throughout the campaign and for many years afterward.36

Less than a year later, with Lincoln in the White
House and the guns aimed at Fort Sumter noisily sounding
the beginning of the war, political feeling in Toledo fused
into a strong Union spirit, Asking that "party ties and |
party feelings be forgotten in this hour of our country's
peril," a call went out over the signatures of hundreds of
citizens, Democrats and Republicans., Again, Jewish names
were on the lisfz all three Krauses, Jacob Landman, Gus~
tavus Goldsmith, and Joseph E, Marx.37

One of the early volunteers to serve the Union cause
was Henry C, Roemer, son of Joseph Roemer, who had been a
pioneer in the Yoledo Public School Cadets, organized in
1856, Apparently he did not graduate from high school but

went into business, In the summer of 1860 he took an ad in

the Blade announcing that he was selling needles for all

36161 640 Blade, June L, 1860; June 6, 1860,

37Waggoner, A Higstory of Toledo, 85.
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types of sewing machines, Henry Roemer enlisted for three
months in Company A of the Ohio Northwest Regiment, soon
renamed the 1llith Ohio Volunteer Infantry, and he left Toledo
on April 2l, 1861 in one of the first units to report for
service, Corporal Roemer saw action in the first battle of .
the Civil War at Philippi in Western Virginia on June 3,
1861, and later at Rich Mountain and Laurel Hill, Virginia
in Juiy of that year, On July 25, 1861 the 1llith was wel=-
comed home in a joyous civic celebration., Their three
months completed, the men of the 1llth were given a chance to
rest and reorganize or "veteranize," Henry Roemer had per-
haps had enough for a while, His name does not appear on
the roster of the 1llith as it was redrawn for the three-yogr
enlisfmenf. .But'he did fight again, On October 1, 1864 he
was given the rank of captain in the then-organizing 182nd
Ohio Volunteer Infantry. The 182nd joined General Sherman
in the battle for Nashville and was mustered out in July
1865,>7

Another Toledoan who entered service twice was Emil
Marx, He enlisted first on June 24, 1861 in Company K of
the ZStL Regiment which was known as the Anderson Guards.

This was the fimpst three-year company to volunteer from

Toledo., Marx was then thirty-five years old, He fought

38po10do Blade, June 15, 1858; July 12, 1860.

39Toledo Blade, May 6, 1861; Waggoner, History of
Toledo, 133, 279.
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through the battle of Chancellorsville and was discharged
with a certificate of disability in May 1863. His wife had
died and he returned to Toledo to take care of his five
children, By October 186l he had married again, the children
were provided for, and Emil Marx went to war a second time as
a bugler in the 67th Ohio Volunteer Infantry, He substi-
tuted for his brother Guido whose name was the first one
called for the draft in Toledo'!s fourth ward., Emil Marx
died in Toledo on April 8, 1867 of a lung disease, His
funeral was attended by members of his GAR post.‘ The Blade
said that the presence of so many veterans in spite of the
bad weather “"speaks well for their mutual attachment and
their interest in each other's welfare."ho

" There were other Toledo men who served, and there were
men who served who moved to Toledo in the years after the
war, In the first group, Henry Stettiner joined the 67th
Regiment, OVI, on October 7, 1861%1 Jacob Landman received
an appointment late in 1861 as a sutler for the 68th OVI, a
Henry county regimenf, and Henry Thorner served in the same
capacity with the 14th OVI, He carried letters, packages,
and money back and forth for the men from Toledo and their

families.11L2

uolbid., 160, 751; Toledo Blade, April 10, 1867; April
11, 1867. :

tholedo Blade, October 7, 1861.

_ l*‘gToledo Blade, December 6, 1861; December 9, 1861:
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In the sgéond group, those who settled in Toledo after
the war, the naﬁe of Jacob Lasalle is foremost. Lasalle
came to America from Prussia in 1856 when he was twenty-
three years old., He went first to Dubuque, Iowa, found
employment as a clerk in a dry goods store snd accumulated
a few hundred dollars., When he refused to reinvest in the
business, he lost his job, From there Lasalle went to Mil-
waukee where he bought a shaky tobacco business and contin-
ued the operation until an early winter froze his supply
somewhere on the lakes, He liquidated and moved to Chicago,
bought a seat on the stock exchange and, according to the
legend, won and lost two fortunes before the war broke out.
Lasalle lost little time in organizing and equipping a com=
pany of 181 Chicago Jews which was accepted as Company C of
the 82nd Illinois Volunteers, They'saw action at Chancellors-
ville and Gettysburg, By the time that his company had been
decimated by wounds, privation and disease to a total of only
_twenty-three, Laéalle was.ready to leave the army, He re-
turned to Chicago where he got married, In the fall of 1865
Jacob Lasalle, with four careers behind him, was in Toledo
and announcing the opening of his new dry goods store in

'partnership with Joseph Epstein.u“3

u3David Alexander, "History of the Jews in Toledo,"
Reform Advocateh(Chicagos,AJune 20, 1908; Toledo Blade,
obituary of Jacob Lasalle, September 17, 1921; Simon Wolf,
The American Jew as Patpiot, Soldier and Citizen (Philadel-

phia: The févytype Co., 1895), 156; Toledo Blade, February
3’ 189’-’»! 2-
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Louis Van Noorden came to Toledo in 1860 at the age
of ten when his father, Solomon, dissatisfied with the way
things were going in Detroit, hired a steamer, loaded up his
family, his clothing stock, his furniture, a servant, a dog
and a‘cat, and moved south. They landed at the foot of
Adams street and quickly found a place oﬁ Summit where they
could set up store, Solomon Van Noorden was an immigrant
from Holland who had stopped off first in Schenectady, New
York before moving to Detroit and then to Toledo. His young
son started school immediately in the third ward school but

remembered later that Toledo had not impressed him very much.
“it was a rather sorry place with no water works, poor sewer-
aée, no bridge across the river, little paving, and plenty
of swamps, c¢reeks, ponds, and mosquitoes, In December 186l
when Linecoln called for 300,000 men, Louis Van—Noorden served
as a drummer at the recruiting office at Summit and Perry
streets, He recalled that he was not quite five feet tall
and his drum was very large; his partner, a young man named
Bill Flannigan, was more than six feet tall and he played

the I‘:l'.:f‘e.h'5

The other drummer was Phillip Oesterman, btrother of
Nathan D, Oesterman, also from Holland. Nathan Oesterman
made his home in Toledo from approximately 1863 until his

death fifty years later. He was born in Amsterdam in 1838,

uSUndated clipping in the geneology file, Local His-
tory Room, Toledo and Lucas County Public Library; Toledo
$1ade, May 28, 1941, The Van Noorden stories were sonfirmed
in an interview with Daisy Van Noorden, daughter of Louis,
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arrived in New York at the age of thirteen, and sbme years
later married an Irish Catholic woman who became a Jewish
convert, He brought his wife and young children to Toledo
after a fire destroyed his furniture business in New York
and he had no insurance to handle the loss, Broke and
ashamed, he chose Toledo because he knew there was another
family from Holland--the Van Noordens--already in the city.
N.D, Oesterman's brother Phillip spent only a short time in
the United States but his years in Toledo coincided with
the Civil War and he, too, spent some time as a drummer,
" When he returned to Europe he settled in Belgium where he
prospered, In 1899 Phillip Oesterman sent his picture
from Brussels to the Ford post of the GAR, confirming his
participation in the American Civil War.ué

It is the opinion of the Jewish historian Bertram
W, Korn that the Civil War was a crucial experience for
American Jews, He says, .for example, that the war American-
ized the immigrant Jew because it forced him to identify
with his surroundings and choose sides in the confliet, Out
of this came a feeling of rootedness because of the contribu~

.tions made by individual Jews in and out of battle.u7 Korn

uéTolgdo Blade, September 2, 1913, 1; Interview with
Lewis Osterman, son of N,D, Osterman (the spelling of the name
was legally changed by N,D, before his death); the picture of
Phillip Oesterman is in the Local History Room of the Toledo
and Lucas County Public Library,.

u7Bertram W, Korn, “American Jews in the Civil War,"
Message of Israel (radio program), January 8, 1961, cited in
Katz, The Jewish Soldiers from Michigan, L2.
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js saying that people who suffer and sacrifice together
form strong ties, and for the war generation, at least,
Americanization took on a special meaning, He may be right,
and yet it seems from the evidence in Toledo that the Jews
had already identified themselves as Americans and the war
simply caused them to intensify what they were doing.

The participation of the old residents in patriotic and
civic affairs increased-~-and some new names did appear.

As a continuation of the o0ld, William Kraus seemed
tireless in his concern for those who were in need, For
example, he took part in the Washingtonts birthday cele-
bration in 1862 when he shared the platform with Jesup W,
Scott, Morrison R, Waite, Judge Thomas Dunlap, and Father
Boff of St, Francis de Sales church, Kraus, the Blade said,
"made a few happy remarks in relation to the duties of the
citizens in times like the present and said they should pro-
vide with a liberal hand for the wants of the soldiers!
families.," Kraus "struck the right vein ., . . and his sug-
gestions were greeted with immense applause."""8

Kraus was genuinely interested in-the welfare of the
soldiers?' families, He made personal coﬁtributions as well
as speeches and continued his concern to the end of the war,
Late in 1864 William Kraus was part of a state-wide effort

to collect contributions and organize a festival for the sup-

uBToledo Blade, February 2, 1862,
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port of needy families, But this was only one facet of his
wartime activity., He also addressed war meetings and par-
“ticipated in the campaign to raise bounties and war subsi-
dies in order to avoid the drafting of men in Lucas couhty.
For a time he was chairman of the Military Finance Com=-
mittee.""9

. The problem was to supply enough volunteers to fili
the county's quota without resorting to a draft., As hopes
for a quick war faded and the reslity of‘the military situ~
ation became evident, the competition for recruits increased,
It was necessary to raise greater and greater sums of money,
This was done initially by subscription and the 1list of con-
tributors published in the Blade in September 1862 shows
some familiar names, The largest contr-:'l.bution;---$1,000--n was
given by the Michigan Southern Railrosd. Kraus and Smith,
bankers, contributed $200; the Gitskeys pledged ten dollars
a month for a year; and Joseph Roemer, Jacob Landman, Gustav
Goldsmith, and Lahman Kraus each pledged five dollars a
month for one year.SO

Because the threatened conscription would have been
been handled by wards, ward organizations developed to raise

enough funds to hire substitutes, and sometimes some pretty

ugToledo Blade, September 25, 1861; July 15, 1862;
August 25, 18623 December 5, 1862; Waggoner, A History of
Toledo, 113, ZKraus was frequently joined in activity of
this type by Jacob Landman,

5OTole__qo Blade, October 6, 1862,
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high pressure méthods were used, The Blade published lists
showing the amount of each contribution and if the contribu-
tor was eligible for the draft, The idea was that a man
should have enough social conscience to contribute even if
he could not be ordered to war. If not enough money was
raised, and a draft was ordered, contributions would be re-
funded to anyone who was drafted, so that he could use that
money--and add to it--in order to pay a substitute, All of
this activity was considered very honorable, The disgrace
would havé been for Lucas county to send draftees to the
war, and while some names were pulled for draft, no one ever
went into the service on that basis from the county.sl
A list published on April 13, 1865, just after the
end of the war, showed that William Kraus; not eligible for
draft, paid $75.00 into his ward fund. Louis Wachenheimer,
also not eligible, paid $5,00, Among those who were eligi~
ble, Alexander Black paid $50.00; B. and L. Gitskey paid
$50,00 each; M, Gitskey paid $25,00; and Guido Marx paid
$50,00, Presumably, by the rules of the game, Marx's fifty
dollars was returned because the fourth ward did not meet
its quota and his name was the first one drawn., By his own
statement, his brother Emil took his place, and the money

probably went to the support of Emil's f‘amily.52

51

52Toledo Blade, April 13, 1865; Marx, "The German
Element," in Waggoner, History of Toledo, 751.

Downes, Lake Port, 195-20L.
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In addition to the raising of money, the members of
the Jewish community were concerned about the problem of
war-time morale which, for a period between 1862 and 1863,
was very low, Military victories eluded the Northern forces,
and the Copperhead sentiments, which combined a kind of war-
weariness with obstructionism, plagued the soldiers from the
rear, Toledo area regiments, like many ;thers, needed to be
reagsured that they had loyal support at home, They asked
directly for that support and they got it,

| At 2 mass meeting on March 18, 1863, more than 2,000
Toledoans signed a pledge to provide loyasl home support for
Lincoln's government and for the men in the field, And here
the name of Solomon Van Noorden, Jr, appears for the first
time, as does that of Alexander Black, along with a familiar
collection of Krauses, Goldsmiths and Gitskeys, OCut of this
meeting came the Loyal National League with its primary ob-
ject to "bind together all Loyal men--of all trades and pro-
fessions~==in a common Union-~to maintain the power, the glory,
and the integrity of the nation," William Kraus was treasurer,
A few days later a German Loyal League was proposed with
Guido Marx, Jacob Landman and A, Bunert appointed to organize
the Germans, An enthusiastic response assured that thes Ger-
mans, too, were aligned against the Copperheads.53

Also in 1863, as part of the home front response to the

53Waggoner, History of Toledo, 92-107; Downes, Lake
Port, 208,
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Copperhead threat, the Ohio National Guard was organized in
nine districts, Lucas county making up a part of the ninth
district, Here the name of G, Gdldsmith appeared as a first
lieutenant in the second regiment of the guard, elected from
Toledot's third ward., The confusion about the Goldsmiths
persists, however, and there was certainly more than one G,
Goldsmith in the city in the 1860'S.SLL

One other form of government service during the war
has been noted: Lincoln's appointment of Joseph Marx as
U,5, Consul in Amsterdam, The job was perhaps a Toledo
sinecure: Dr, F, J, Klauser of Toledo held it from Septem-
ber 1861 until Marxts appointment.55 Lincéln's choice of
Joseph Marx did not secure him the support of Josepht's
strong-minded brother, however, Guido Marx thought Lincolnts
position on slavery and reconstruction was too moderate and
he favored the Radical Democracy of John C, Fremont in the
election of 186l;, In fact, he quarreled with the Commercial
Printing Company, then publishers of the Express, and withe-
drew from the editorial management of the German paper in
June 186l because he could not secure an endorsement for

56

Fremont, That should have been the end of the incident but

Suwaggoner, History of Toledo, 107, Waggoner's list of
loyalists shows G, Goldsmith and Gustav Goldsmith (98),

55Toledo Blade, September 16, 1861; January 15, 186l;
Marx, "The German Element," in Waggoner, History of Toledo,
752. Marx says that Klauser followed his brother to Amster-
dam, although the Blade indicates otherwise,

56

Toledo Blade, June L, 186,
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Guido Marx did not lose easily. ©On June 17, 186L the Express
came out strongly for Fremont and the parent Commercial
issued a quick denial, The article found its way into the
Express in a "clandestine and surreptitious manner and is
entirely at variance with the sentiments entertained by the

publishers of the paper," the editors of the Commercial

eiplained.57 The Blade hoped smugly that their corporate
neighbors would get themselves adjusted.58

Once the war was over and Lincoln buried, the dis-
enchantment with his successor came very rapidly. Wwhile
Toledo editor David Ross Locke gained a national audience
for his satire of Andrew Johnson, and Toledo Congressman
James M, Ashley launched the quarrel which eventually led
to impeachment proceedings, Toledo Jews reflected consider-
able smbivalence, Most of them, unlike Emil Marx who pub~
licly opposed Johnson's soft policies, still wished to be
countgd as loyal Union men., They signed a public call state
ing that "the same organization which carried the country
through the war should continue to govern it." They were
loyal Republicans, but they had their problems with Johnson,

William Krsus was on the committee to meet the President

57Toledo Blade, June L, 186L; June 18, 1864, Warning
of the radical ideas of "a small faction of malcontents™
emong German Republicans. appeared in the Illinois Staats
Zeitung in March 186l, The Blade printed a translation on
March 19, 1864. See Carl Sandburg, Abraham Lincoln (Har-
court, Brace and Co,, 1954) for a discussion of the Fremont
challenge in 186l (pages 514-515),

58y Toledo Blade, June 18, 186lk,
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during the four hours he was to be in town on September L,
1866, but Kraus withdrew from the honor and so did two other
members of the committee, "It is astonishing how sensitive
men are in the matter of Johnsonism," the Blade said, "They
want nothing to do with him,">9

In 1868 things were looking better, however, Xraus
was ;n the executive committee for the election of Ulysses

S, Grant and the dilemma of supporting a party but not the

60

man who headed it was about to end, Kraus's own election

as mayor took place on April 5, 1869, 'He was nominated by
acclamation and elected with a plurality in six of the
city's eight wards, The Commercial summed up his reputation
in the community on the morning of the election:

It is not necessary to tell our city readers who William
Kraus is, Few citizens have become better or more per=-
Sonally and favorably known., For many years he has been
among our most prominent, successful and honorable busi~
nessmen, FPolitically, he was a one time Democrat, but
when the slave power developed itself in monstrous
usurpations, he left the party and for the past fifteen
Years has been among the most active and earnest sup-
porters of the cause of freedom, Throughout the rebel-
lion he was especially active on the side of the Union
and his money and influence contributed largely to the
support of the govermment, That, if elected {of which we
admit no grave doubt) he will devote his rare talents to
the advgfcement of Toledo's interests cannot be ques~
tioned,

59David Ross Locket's sgtires about Johnson were col-
lected in Swingin Round the Cirkle (Boston: Lee and Shepard,
1867}, Toledo Jews who supported a Loyal Union meeting in
1866 were B, and L, Gitskey, Guido Marx, Solomon Van Noorden,
Sr, and Jr., Samuel and Henry Stettiner, Joseph and Henry
Roemer, and Lahman and William Kraus (Blade, September I,
1866). See also Toledo Blade, August 30 and 31, 1866,

0ro10do Blade, April 15, 1868,
6

Yroledo Commercial, April 5, 1869,
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As the decade of the 1860's ended, Toledo had a Jewish
mayor and there were at least seventy~five Jews listed in the
city directory (See Appendix A), Since most of these were
heads df family, the Jewish population of the city, by con-
servative estimate, must have exceeded two hundred, Some,
were vocal and prosperous. Others, such as Moses Powder
(he changed his name from Pulvermacher in order to sound |
more American), who was a peddler and who lived upstairs at
No, 17 Woodruff, were probably very poor.62 Many of the
newcomers, such as the Van Noordens and the Oestermans,
had arrived during the decade with families and all their
possessions, Certainly there were other, younger, men who
arrived with nothing more than they could carry and who,
like Jacob Landman many years earlier, sought work as clerks.
Perhaps this was the case with Simon Hirsch who was a clerk
for Isaac Loeb in his clothing store at 25 Summit street.63

But for those who stayed, commitment to the community
was evident, The Jews gave their time and money. They took
part in the times of crisis and in the times of celebration,

and they were good citizens,

62Interview with Marshall Isenberg whose grandmother
was a sister of Moses Powder,

63Simon Hirsch's name disappeared from the city
directory in 1872-73.



PART TWO: A DEVELOPING PLURALISM
1870-~1895

The last decades of the nineteenth century ., . .
witnessed a succession of attempts to set up areas
of exclusiveness that would mark off the favored
group and protect them against excessive contacts
with outsiders. In imitation of the American
model, there was an effort to create a "high
society" with its own protocol and conventions,
with suitable residences in suitable districts,
with distinctive clubs and medis of entertainment,
all of which would mark off and preserve the wealth
of the fortunate families.

Oscar and Mary Handlin
American Jewish Year Book 1955




Chapter Six: THE ORDEAL OF WILLIAM KRAUS

When the City of Toledo celebrated his favorite holi-
day, the Fourth of July, in 1870 William Kraus was mayor and
presided over the festivities., 8Six years later, at the time
of the country's great centennial birthday party, Kraus was
exiled and living in Canada,-or perhaps in Burope, His exact
whereabouts was not clear.

Kraué was a conventional mayor, perhaps more active
than some, He seemed genuinely to enjoy festive occasions
where he could make stirring, patriotic speeohes.1 He was
a civic booster also and caught up in the transcontinental
railroad frenzy of the late 1860's wﬁich was intensified by
the completion of the first system to span the country in
1869, Plans in Toledo at that time involved building a road
to the east to reach the coal fields of southern Ohio and to
connect, in the first version, with the Erie system under
Jay Gould, and when that failed, with the Pennsﬁlvania Rail-
road. Much of this interest in new railroad lines developed

during Kraus's term as mayor, and he was indefatigable in

lAs examples, Kraus urged continual support for the
orphans and families of the Civil War dead in a Memorial
Day speech, he participated in the St. Andrew'!s festival
although concéding that he was not much of a Scotchman, and
he addressed the Colored People's Jubilee in celebration of
the fifteenth amendment (Toledo Commercial, May 21, 1869;
December 1, 1869; april 8, 1870),

123
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his pursuit of authority and approval for the new road.2

Once it beceme apparent that Jay Gould had lost in=-
terest in building the projected Toledo and Woodville Rail=-
road, a plan developed for the city to issue bonds and fi=-
nance the construction. This required special authoriza-~
tion by the state legislature, Under Ohio's constitution
of 1851 all units of government were ﬁrohibited from in-
vesting in private enterprise and railroad construction in
the state virtually ceased, What the Toledoans wanted
(Cincinnati was asking for a similar law) was not to join
in a private enterprise, which would have violated the con-
stitution, but to form a totally-owned municipal corporation
to build the railroad, Three weeks after his election,
Williem Kraus headed a committee which went to Columbus and
secured the necessary legislation. Toledo was authorized to
issue bonds in the amount of five per cent of the taxable
property, or approximately $L50,000, provided only that the
voters approved.3

Getting public approval was something Kraus knew how
to do. His years of war rallies and Republican stumping had
given him good practice, The election was set for July 6,

1869, and Kraus, in the words of Randoiph Downes, "seems to

2For a full discussion of the railroad frenzy, see
Randolph Downes, Lake Port (Toledo: Northwest Ohio Histori-
cal Society, 1951), Chapter six of Downes' book is entitled
"A New Railroad Hysteria" (59-82).

3Tglgdg Blade, April 30, 1869; Downes, Lake Port,
68«69,
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have been everywhere in behalf of the r-oad."l‘L He set up
ward committees and had circulars printed to inform the
voters that any tax increases would be more than offset by
the extraordinarily low cost of coal and by the influx of
manufacturers to the city, Xraus and his committees did
their work well, More than 98 per cent of the voters fav-
ored the project. On July 26, Judge John Fitch of the Court
of Common Pleas appointed Kraus to head the board of trus-
tees of fhe railroad, and this was an activity he continued
even after he got into financial trouble.S

The kind of boostérism which involved the railroad,
the luring of manufacturers, and the general puffing of
Toledo as the "Future Great City of the World," was undoubt~
edly Kraus's major contribution as mayor. He was an enter-
prising businessman, well accepted in the community as a
warm-hearted individual.6 Probably one could find his coun~
terpart in many of the major cities of the country in 1869,
with thé possib;e exception that Kraus was Jewish, At least
two other cities had Jewish mayora in 1869, The Isrgelite

made a point of identifying Philip Myer, a native of Charles-

b1pig., 7o0.

5Ibid., 69; Annual Statement of Finances of Toledo for

the Year Bnding March lst, 1870, The Mayor's Annual Message
£ 1870);

%ﬁ& Reports of the Police and Fire Department (Toledo:
oledo Commercial, July 27, 1869,

6Kraus's identification with charitable causes has
already been documented, In the summer of 1871 the Ipdex
ran a letter from a Jewish woman in Maine who needed fi-
nancial help, Kraus was among the few who sent her money
(Index, Septemmber 2, 1871).
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ton, South Carolina, who was mayor of Natchitoches, Louisi=~
ana, and Bernard Goldsmith who had to be coaxed to take the
post of mayor in Portland, Oregon, along with Williaﬁ Kraus
of Toledo, The fact that the Israelite compiled such a
list indicates that Jewish mayors were something of a rarity.7
Az far as the day-to-day activities of Toledo were
concerned, Kraus provided a stable administration. He was
understandably concerned about equipment for the fire de-
partment, he urged the impounding rather than the shooting
and poisoning of stray dogs, and he launched a campaign
against prostitution which must have caused him some pain.
One of its victims was a twenty-two year old woman named
Sophia Kraus who kept a house of prostitution on Swan street
and who committed suicide in November 1869, William Kraus
had a daughter named Sophia who was nine years old at that
time.8
When Kraus was defeated for re-election (he lost in

every ward), he did not exactly retire gracefully. He and

his supporters were bitter about the campaign which the

7Israelite, October 29, 1869, 11, In The Provincials:
A Pprsonal History of the Jews in the South (New York:
Ktheneum, 1973), Eli Evans reports that Solomon Jacobs was
acting mayor of Richmond, Virginia in 1815; that Galveston,
Texas had three Jewish mayors before the war; and that Jonas
Levy was mayor of Little Rock, Arkansas from 1860 to 1865

8Toledo Commercial, November 8, 1869, U,S, Bureau of
the Census, Ninth Census of the United States: 1870. Popula-
tion Schedules, Toledo and Lucas County, Ward L, 77. In 1877
the Blade noted as "a common evil" the adoption of the names
of prominent people as soubriquets by people "of low repute"
(Blade, December 4, 1877). Perhaps this was the case with
Sophia Kraus. -
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church groups, and the YMCA particularly, had launched a-
gainst him., The issues were the improper Sunday observance
. of the Fourth of July discusged earlier, and Kraust's alleged
failure t§ enforce liquor laws.9 On the evening of April 19,
1871, two weeks after his defeat at the polls, he was sere-
naded by the Petersburger Maennerchor at his home, Spokes-
men for the group expressed their approvai of his "past of=-
ficial course" and Kraus replied that he had been directed
only by what he understood to be right and proper and that
he would always adhere to the same principles, Guido Marx,
who that day had been installed in the new city council,
said that Kraus's defeat was more of a victory than any suc~
cess gecured by the surrendering of principles, and that any
Germans or Republicans who had joined to defeat Kraus were
abandoning their honor. "A dozen defeats," Marx said, "under
these circumstances, would be more honorable than a deviation
from life-long convictions, "0

The controversy over what was "proper" in the observ-
ance of the sabbath was not easily resolved, and both the
Liberal Alliance of Toledo and the Radical Club were formed

to combat "soul-slavery" as the Index called it., The Kraus
incident led to the foundation of the Liberal Alliance and

that led directly to the Index's call in the beginning of

1872 for the "Impeachment of Christianity." Meanwhile Kraus

9Toledo Blade, April I, 1871,

10151640 Biade, April 19, 1871.
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involved himself in ghe controversy over the Bible in the
lpublic schools, and he revealed some of the bitterness he
had been feeling for many years.ll
For very different reasons, during the remainder
of 1871 and throughout 1872, William Kraus was in the news
several times, In October he and Guido Marx were heckled
and prevented from speaking by a vocal clamor and “grossly
insulting language" at a political meeting in the fifth ward.
The Commercial reported that the Speakefs "hore the outrage
with much forebearance and patience and did not fail to make
good use of the affair as an illustration of the kind of
'freedom' to be expected when that kind of Democracy got
power, if it ever should."12 |
A month later Kraus took his place at the speakers!
table for a dinner honoring Toledocan Morrison R, Waite,
Waite was leaving to serve at the Geneva Tribunal of Arbi-
tration, which had been set up to hear American Civil War
claims against Great Britain, After the dinner Kraus re-
sponded to the toast "Our Adopted Citizens," and said that
he was proud to call himself an American citizen, even by
adoption, For Waite he had the higheét praise: "I love

him~--not for his good looks=-«but because he is such an em~

bodiment of sterling warth. I have a thousand times wished

11The Liberal Alliance of Toledo was formed &s a di-
rect result of Kraus's defeat, Its major concern was the ab-
solute separation of church and state (Index, July 15, 1871,
August 12, 1871, January 6, 1872).

12Toledo Commercial, October 7, 1871.
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we could all be like him."!>
In January 1872 the Blade hinted at a coming wedding

of great interest, and then disclosed a few days later that
the reference was to the double wedding of Lena and Laura
Kraus, daughters of William Kraus, Lensa, sbout 2ij, married
Isanc Rosenthal of Philadelphia, and Laura, 21, married
Adolph Feiss, owner of a tobacco store in Toledo, Rabbi
Max Lilienthal of Cincinnati performed the ceremony. The
wedding was at five ofclock in the family home with a re-
ception for "a very large number of guests" at Hunker's
parlors in the evening., The Blade account described the
gifts:

Those who were fortunate enough to be invited to the

house yesterday (the day before the nuptuals) speak

of the trousseaus of the brides and the mementos of

friends, as of the most elegant and costly description.

The Jewish custom of provided . outfits for their daugh~-

ters on such occasions goes far beyond the temporary

policy of our American families, an excellence wh}ﬁh it

is to be wished, might be imitated by the latter,

Kraus's older daughter left with her husband for

Fhiladelphia, and three weeks later was joined by her brother
James, Again the paper explained:

We learn that James J, Kraus of our city and son of

Hon, William Kraus, is about to go East for the purpose

of engaging in business, Mr. Kraus has become connected

with the extensive firm of Rosendahl, Long and Company

(421 Market street, Philadelphia) who are manufacturers

of parasols and other goods of like character. By appli-
cation to business he has the promise of a fine career

13Toledo Commercial, December 19, 1871,

lthledo Blade, January 22, 1872; January 26, 1872,
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and we hope to hear of him favorably at no distant day.ls'
James Krgus was nineteen or twenty at the time that he 1ef£_
Toledo,16

In June 1872 Kraus had an opportunity to visit his

children when he attended the Republican national convention
in Philadelphia=~the convention which nominated Grant for
the second term, He returned home with a fellow delegate,
James Madison Bell, a poet and leader of the Toledo Negro
community, with whom Kraus had been acquainted for many
yearé;l7
| On the surface William Kraus appegred to be a man who
had his house in order. He was a reSpgcted banker, a lead-
ing citizen, a father who was beginning to see his children
independently established, and a person with enough leisure

to enjoy life.18

Perhaps that is why the failure of his
bank in September 1873 caught so many people unaware and
caused so much suffering, particularly among Kraus's German
friends,

The failure was linked directly to the suspension of

Jay Cooke and Company on September 18, 1873, Cooke's demise

15poledo Blade, February 21, 1871.

16Ninth Census, Population Schedule, Ward I, 77.

17Toledo Blade, June 10, 1872, Bell was a popular
orator and Kraus was among those who sponsored his talks.

1BKraus was also a director of the Toledo Brewing
Company (Peter Lenk's firm) and of the Germania Insurance
Company. His bank moved into new quarters in the Chamber of
Commerce building in June 1871 (Toledo Commercial, September
2L, 1870; Toledo Blade, January 17, 1872; June 6, 1871),
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was 80 unbelievgble that an overly zealqus policeman was
8aid to have arrested a New York newsboy for shouting "All
About the Failure of Jay Cooke,"? The failure just a week
later of Kraus and Smith in Toledo was qually incredible.20
The firm closed its doors at Y p.m, on Thursday, September
25, one of a number of national casualties resulting from
a shaky market situation and the erosion of publiec confidence,
Stunned depositors milled around Kraus and Smithts door on
Friday but were persuaded finally that there would be no
money and that they would receive some information soon,
One dazed German withdrew his one hundred dollars of savings
from another bank and spent it all on beer before the day
was over.21
The Blade was reassuring about the whole situation,

even in its initial story:

The announcement, after business hours yesterday, that

one of our most active business firms, that of Kraus and

Smith, had made an assignment, caused quite a sensation

in our streets,

In addition to the individuél embﬁrrassment arising from

this failure, the effect of the announcement was in-
creased by the fact that Kraus and Smith's Bank was

19Fred Shannon tells this story in Economic History

of the People of the United States (New York: Macmillan,
193&5, EEB.

20In a later article the Blade reported there had been
a run on Kraus and Smith'!s bank earlier in September when
Ysome evil~-disposed persons originated and circulated reports
among the depositors of that bank," This resulted in large
crowds blocking the streets and sidewalks, but the bank re-
mained open and all demands were met without the assistance
of other banks and private capitalists who had offered help
(Blade, October l, 1873).

21

Toledo Blade, September 30, 1873,
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well-known to be the depository of most of our publiec
funds,

We are pleased to learn that the securities pertain@ng
to the County and City funds are such that the public
will meet with no loss,

The bond of the County Treasurer is ample for all the
funds in his hands, being signed by men whose property
is worth at least five timesthe amount called for. In
addition to this, the Treasurer has real estate and
other securities in his hands which will guarantee him
against loss, A little time may be needed to convert
the securities held into money, and the exercise of some
leniency on the part of the demands on the treasury,

but that no loss will come to the public throygh the
action of the Treasurer, we are very certain,”” .

And in the same way, the individual depositors were
told initially that the situation was really not serious,
Kraus said that his personal assets were sufficient to meet
all liabilities and to leave him $100,000 or 50.23 He spent
an hour or two "down street" on the Monday morning after the
closing and was quite willing to talk, When a Blgde reporter
asked him what had happened, he replied:

It was because we had no currency and couldn't get it,

In consequence we were obliged to make part payment of
the larger checks that were presented. In ordinary times,
we could have had fifty or a hundred thousand dollars,

but now owing to the general stringency, it was no use

to ask it. And so we suspended because we could not do

business on our limited amount of currency, and we werezu
unwilling to make any discriminations in our creditors,

Kraus then told the reporter he intended to turn over all of

his personal property, which he estimated at about $400,000

22Tgledo Blade, September 26, 1873,

®3fhis is what Kraus told Dennis Coghlin when he
turned over the bank's problems on September 25 (Blade, Sep-
tember 29, 1873).

2 1pi4,
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or $4450,000, and that he held nothing in his wife's name.
He denied that the bank had been speculating:
« ¢« + the bank has speculated in nothing., No money has
been put outside the bank so as to make it unavailable
in the payment of debtg5 We have some real estate, but
that is all available,
The next question concerned the Lucas County and Toledo
school board funds which had been deposited in the bank, and
Kraus explained that he had had county funds for two years
and school board funds for one year, He said it was true
that he had loaned some money to Toledo brewer Peter Lenk,
but said he had been carrying Lenk's paper for twenty years,
and did not think it best to make any statement of the
amount of Lenk's indebtedness,
The reporter asked a few more questions and then said,
"I believe you were somewhat similarly situated once before,
were you not?" Kraus answered:
Yes sir; I was twenty years ago, I was unfortunate in
business, and was unable then to pay ten cents on the
dollar, After a time I managed to pay one~third, and
the balance was paid off in one and two years. I paid
every dollar then, and I mean to do so now if my credi-
tors do not prevent it by forcing me to sacrifice valu=-
able real estate at half its worth, I believe that if
I am not able to do so, I have friends enough wheo will 26
help me through and help the bank to make a start again.”™
After he left Kraus, the Blade reporter walked douwn
the street to call on the county treasurer, J.S5, Kountz, who

told him that $95,000 of county funds were on deposit at the

251414,

261154,
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time of the suspension, but that he had real estate in the
amount of $130,000 which Kraus gave to him as insurance,
and that his (Kountz's) bondsmen were going to meet and con-
sider the problem of the county funds that afternoon.
Kountz was particularly vulnerable because he was standing
for re-election to the post of county treasurer, and the
election was only two weeks away., On October 1, Kountz
was defeated, the first casualty of the Kraus and Smith
failure.27

Dennis Coghlin, a Democratic politician who had been
Krausts friend for twenty-five years, agreed to settle the
bank's affairs as assignee on the 26th of September., He
said that he acted out of friendship and a strong convic-
tion that the bamk was solvent.20 Coghlin was one of the
signers of Kountz's bond, and he found himself under increase
ing criticism as he proceeded to sort out assets and lig-
bilities, In fact, he tried to quit, but when the task was
offered to Matthias Boos and he refused, Coghlin decided to

stay on until a definitive statement could be made, This was

27Tgledo Blade, October 15, 1873, The Blade had tried
editorially to save Kountz (Blade, October 4, 1873). Kountz
was later elected county recorder for one term; he retired from
public 1ife in 1877, He was popular locally because of his
Civil War record, He was a drummer boy at Missionary Ridge
and lost a leg in the battle,

28Toledo Blade, October 18, 1873, Kraus did a similar
favor for Coghlin in 1859 when he and R,H, Bell agreed to
vigit the Sisters of Charity Orphan Asylum and determine if
all money was being handled properly. Coghlin, who was re-
sponsible for the funds, asked them to make the audit, Kraus
and Bell reported everything in order (Blade, April 2,1859).
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accomplished on October 18, and then Coghlin indicated that
he intended to resign. He actually stayed with the task
until the end of the year. The balance sheet which he pre~
sented in October, howevef, contained some surprises: assets
of $429,511 fell far short of the $940,113 liabilities of |
the bank,2’

Concern was growing, particularly among the German
depositors, but the Blade remained staunchly loyal to Kraus;
It offered his explanation that the bank had loaned money on
inadequate securities and that the personal property listed
in the 'assigneets report at $190,000 had actually cost the
bank $612,000. Kraus was sure he could raise the value of
the real estate appraised at $168,000 to at least $357,000
if he could have up to five years! time in which to liquidate
it. The Blade not only supported him but was effusive in its

praise:

The embarrassment of the Bank, as thus shown, originated
from the character of its credits, and not from any cor-
rupt use of its funds, Those who have best known Messrs,
Kraus and Smith have never for a moment harbored the
thought that the affairs of the Bank had been managed
corruptly for the purpose of defrauding its creditors,
Mr, Kraus has been a prominent and active business man
in Toledo for twenty years or more, and during all that
time no man has been esteeméd more upright in business
transactions or more generous to the poor and needy., We
do not believe that he ever, knowingly, wronged any per-
son, and we are gratified to know that the actual bank
assets show that its business has failed, not from any
wrong motive on the part of Messrs, Kraus and Smith, but
because they had, in the kindness of their hearts, loaned
money upon inadequate securities, This is the extent of

29701edo_Blade, October 18, 1873.
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their offending,'and a knéwledge of ‘the fact should.put

a sFop to the ugjust accusations yh%cp have grown out38f

‘a misunderstanding of the true condition of the Bank,
The Blade believed that the matter should be kept out of
bankruptey proceedings and that trustees should be appointed,
with Kraus as their agent, to function for a period of five
years., The Express printed the balance sheet for its German
readers and quoted Kraus at some length pleading for the
faith and trust of the German community which would enable
him eventually to make restitution.31

Certainly there was talk from the beginning of forc-

ing the firm into bankruptcy, a course which was filled with
danger for the small depositor, some thought, A correspon-
dent to the Blade who signed himself "Small Depositor" ar-
gued that the bank's wealthy customers could'recoup their
losses by buying Kraus and Smith's real estate at its ap-
praised value and holding it themselves until it appreciated
again, "To give the assets into the hands of lawyers and
auctioneers 1s like giving a dead body over to panthers and
ravens for a decent burial," the writer said.32 Other small
depositors were outraged because Kraus had guarantéed the
public funds by depositing real estate with Kountz, They
felt that this constituted preferential creditér status for

the county and could only leave less to be divided against

their personal losses,

30151040 Blade, October 21, 1873.

3lro1edo Express, October 21, 1873,

32751640 Blade, September 30, 1873,
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Animosity was growing and by November 9 it flared
into the open, On that Sunday a group of about 400 Germans,
40 or 50 of them women, met in Druid Hall for s "general
consultation." John Groenewold called the meeting to order
and set the tone, He said that many poor men and widows had
been robbed of their property by the failure of the City
Bank, which he considered "the greatest swindle he had known
since he came to this country--22 yearslago." Groenewold
wanted to see the rascals who had perpetrated the swindle
behind locks and bars--"the whole gang of robbers brought to
justice," He was heartily applauded.33

Groenewold offered as evidence of c¢riminality a re=-
port that on the day before the failure Fritz Lange had asked
for payment on a check for $1,200, and, on being refused,
had torn the check up and thrown the pieces into Kraus's
face. On the next day, Groenewold said, the bank paid $2,500
to Lahman Kraus, $2,500 to William Kraus, $2,500 to John
Henry (cashier at the bank), and $175,00 to Feiss and Wolf
(Feiss was Kraus's son-inflaw).Bu

Amid calls that the spitzbuben should be hung up,

' 33Toledo Commercial, November 10, 1873, Someone wrote
an anonymous letter to the editor to say that he approved
when the Commercial attacked Kraus for "marching through the
streets with a band of music on Sunday," but now he could
only. side with XKraus and against the Commercial since the
paper carried a "flashy report of the meeting oi the German
creditors of the City Bank" because the meeting, too, was

on a Sunday (Blade, November 10, 1873).

3L*Toledo Commercial, November 10, 1873.
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there were a few who tried to speak more calmly. A man named
Bruksieker, for example, said that he thought Kraus was being
illeused, Kraus was not the real guilty party, he was only

a "signpost" and others took advantage of his easy good
nature and his lack of capacity as an accountant to work his
ruin, The ones who were really responsible should go to the
penitentiary, Bruksieker said, but ﬁot‘KrauS.

Groenewold would not accept that, Kraus was perfectly
able to supervise his own affairs, he said, and to know their
condition., He had been begging deposits for years, and had-
swindled the people of his own town and his best iriends.
Meanwhile, John Schrink raised what was to become an increas-
ingly important point. He suggested that the certificate of
deposit issued for the public funds was in fact false, and
when he asked Kraus about this in three direct questions,
he said that Kraus had evaded an answer, The suspicion re-
mained that the money was missing and that Kraus and Smith
had cooperated to cover up that fact, The irate Germans
appointed a second committee to work with their first com-
mittee and apreed to meet again the following Sunday.35

But they did not sit idly by waiting for the next
méeting. Some of the German depositors went to see Kraus,
and some went before the grand jury {(Guido Marx, foreman).
Kraus told the delegation that he would do well by them if

they would help him avoid bankruptey. The grand jury re-

351p14,
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turned indictments against former county treasurers Valen-
tine Braun and Ernest Greiner, The German depositors be=
lieved that the former treasurers or their bondsmen should
pay the money owed to the county treasury and thereby re-
lease the real estate which Kraus had given to Kountz as a
guarantee for the public money, They believed that Kraus
had been covering up for past sins and that it was time to
get the_whole matter into the courts.36
‘And they‘probably had good reason to think so, When
the Germans came together the second week, the committee
reported on their conversation with Kraﬁs and quoted him as
saying that he did not owe any money to the treasury, that
the $103,000 certificate of deposit which he gave to Kountz
when Kountz took office "was given to cover up other matters"
and that the "stolen money" was a matter "of twelve years
standing.“37 Although he faced a bankruptey hearing on
November 29, Kraus still hoped to avoid such action, and
told the committee that if he had the opportunity to settle
his affairs without court interference, he would turn over
a $68,000 certificate held by his wife, On November 25,
Upton McClaine, one of the members of the German committee,
published a card correcting the Blade'!s account and saying

that "it was not intended that Messrs, Greiner and Braun

were spoken of as defaulters by Mr, KrauS."38

6
3 Toledo Blade, November 12, 1873; November 13, 1873;
November 17, 1873,

3gToledo Blade, November 17, 1873.
30q ledo_Blade, November 25, 1873.
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The second mesting was as stormy as the first and
"considerable private history of the parties in question was
discussed to the evident enlightenment of many present."39
By that time the city was full of innuendo and rumor.,
William Kraus, who during most of his time in Toledo had
been honored with an "Esq," after his name or an "Honorable"
before it, became plain Kraus in the pages of the news-
papers, Before December ended Kraus and Smith were forced
into bankruptcy and their assets were turned over to the
assignees named by the United Staﬁes District Court.uo

Kraus lost the power to redeem himself and for the
next two years he was a spectator at the events set in
motion by his feilure., On February 6, 1874 John Henry, the
bank'!s cashier, was indicted on a charge of embezzlement.

He went to jail, pleaded not guilty at his arraignment, and
then asked that his trial, set for March 5, be moved because
of "public feeling growing out of the failure of the City
Bank,"# The change of venue was denied,

Meanwhile the date for the trial of Braun and Greiner
arrived and only Braun appeared, Greiner reportedly had fled

to Cenada and his $10,000 bond was f‘orf‘e:lted.’"‘2 On June 8,

39701edo_Blade, November 17, 1873.

uOTgledo Blade, December 18, 1873, The assignees were

Charles H, Swain, Leander Burdick, and Henry E, Bruksieker,

ulToledo Blade, February L, 1874; February 6, 1874:
February 23, 187l; March 5, 187,

uaToled Blade, March 18, 18743 March 19, 187k,
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187, Braun was acquitted, When Henry's trial came up later
in the month hé, too, was acquitted of criminal charges al«
though a civil judgment was entered against him 1.@11:651'.”'3
During the trial Kraus was called to testify and revealed
some of his business practices which seemed to confirm the
charges of the German depositors., He did not keep the
books, he said, and he handled correspondence only when a
German letter was required, He was unable to idéntify the
handwriting in the bank's record books.m'Ir

Kraus and Smith's real estate was liquidated at
public auctions during the summer and early fall of 187,
Sufficient property (including Krausts home) was offered to
and accepted by the city to make up the defiecit in publiec
funds and Kountz's bondsmen were released. It cost them
some $7,000 to clear the various properties of mortgages,
however, and Kountz mortgaged his own house to help meet
that zamsessment.""5 On January 1, 1875 the assignees re-
ported they had recovered assets totaling $,,65,000 against
liabilities of $795,000, William Smith's personal assets
exceeded his personal indebtedness and therefore supplied

some money to the firm, Kraus's assets did not meet his

u3Toledo Blade, July 2, 187,

uuToledo Blade, June 30, 187L4; July 1, 1874.

uSToledo Blade, August 20, 187L4; Cctober 1, 187l;

Octover 2, 1874; November 21, 187k; November 27, 1873
December 14, 1874,
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personal indebtedness, and they were not applicable to the
firm's def‘:i.c:lt.iL6 One matter still to be settled was the
collection of more than $300,000 in notes, drafts and book
accounts, Approximately $210,000 of that was the indebted-
ness of three men, Andrew Stephan, former county treasurer,
Peter Lenk, and Andrew Brown.u7

'As the settlement dragged on thé assignees brought
én action against Andrew Stephan, who had preceded Kountz
in the treasurer'!s job, and the problem was still the county
funds, Although the public money had been returned, the |
assigneéglwere seeking to develop the bank's assets, and
they'now charged that it was Stephan for whom Kraus had been
‘covering up. The mgtter was referred to a board of referees
who returned their report in December 1875, After hesring
e#tensive testimony, the referees concluded that Stephan
owed $125,759 to the assignees of the bank. Stephan's
attorneys filed exceptions to the report and more testimony
was taken, Out of this emerged a fairly consistent story,
one in which both Kraus and Stephan conc:urred.iLS

The two men had been shoring each other up for some
twenty years, During the time that Stephan was treasurer

he deposited public money with Kraus and Smith., When it came

time to transfer his accounts to Kountz, Stephan showed a

u6Toledo Blade, January 18, 1875,
W71p1g,

usggledo Blade, December 16, 1875; December 18, 1875,
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deficit of $203,000, This he asked William Kraus to cover
for friendship's sake, and Kraus obliged by borrowing
$80,000 in currency from Cincinnati, putting $20,000 of
his own money with it, and issuing a certificate of deposit
secured by his own real estate holdings, for $103,000.
Kountz accepted the arrangement and returned the currency
to Kraus and Smith for deposit without even counting it.
When Williem Smith returned the $80,000 to Cincinnati im-
mediately after the transaction, the money was in its origi-
nal wrappings. Kraus and Stephan admitted to the officers
of the court that they were in violation of a state statute
governing public treasuries. The court entered a judgment
against Stephan for $125,759 to be paid to the assignees.ug

In March 1876 two of the "heavy sufferers" who had
lost much in the City Bank placed the testimony which Kraus,
Smith, and Stephan gave to the referees before the grand
jury. Subpoened witnesses who were standing by to corro-
borate that informﬁtion were never called, Instead the
grand jury moved guickly to indict all three men based on
their testimony alone.50

The secret action was taken on a Saturday, and the
word leaked quickly to those involved. Xraus and Stephan
quietly disappeared before they could be arrested. The fol-

lowing Monday the Blade examined the new development under

ugToledo Blade, December 16, 1875; December 18, 1875;
March 8, 1876,

50ro1ed0 Blade, March 8, 1876,
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the headline "Will They Come Back?"

As to Mr, Kraus, the information is less complete, Mrs,
Kraus, his wife, states that he left on Monday on the
noon train on the Dayton and Michigan road to visit a
daughter of theirs living in Louisville, and that he
will be back again in a few days. Others assert that

he is in Canada and on his way to Europe,

The indictment against Kraus and Stephan was found upon
their own testimony, given at the examination before the
referees last Fall, when the assignees of Kraus and Smith
were prosecuting the suit to recover from Stephan the
money he had obtained from the City Bank. In that case
they found themselves between two fires~-on the one hand
was their infraction of the stringent laws governing
treasuries, and on the other was involved the whole of
Mr, Stephant's property. They threw themselves on the
first mentioned horn of the dilemma in order to escape

the ogger, and the result is that they are caught on
both,

The Blade earlier in the same account had explained
what it considered to be the improbable feature of the story:
"that it is generally believed that Stephan is hopelssly
bankrupt, and that it will be impossible for him to retain
any control in the brewery, since even if he were to satisfy
his other creditors, the judgement of $125,759 obtained against
him in the United States District Court would be sufficient
to sweep away‘everything.“52 Stephan héd extended himself

too far, and he probably never returned to Toledo, GCuido
Marx wrote of him, "misfortune, in various ways, compelled

him to seek & home in the Far West."53

51114,
521p34,

53Guido Marx, "The German Element," in Clark Waggoner,
ed,, History of the City of Toledo and Lucas County, Ohio
(New York and Toledo: Munsell and Co,, 1 s Th2. The
brewery which Stephan abandoned in 1876 became, after several
changes of hands, the Buckeye Brewing Company.



145

Of William Kraus there is not much more to say. The
bankruptcy proceedings, creditors! meetings, court suits,
etc,, continued for many years until the Blade referred to
the situation as "That 01d Sore," and conceded that the
"claims and accounts left by Kraus and Smith were in such
wretched shape that costly litigation was necessary at every
step."su Final settlement was not achieved until June 1879,
almost six years after the failure. The last dividend of
3% per cent made a total of 13% cents returned on each
dollar.ss' When the accounting was complete, it showed that
Stephan owed the bank $125,000, Peter Lenk owed $43,000 and
the partners themselves were short $561,OOO.56

William Kraus stayed out of the country until the
indictment against him was dropped., He reappeared on the
streets of Toledo in early January 1881 and was greeted
warmly by his old friends, The editors of the Blade undoubt-
edly reflected the prevailing attitude when they wrote:

There are those who have a feeling ageinst Mr, Kraus and
it has already been manifested, The failure of the City
Bank was one of the most terrible disasters that ever
befell Toledo, but it has never been determined who was
responsible for it. One thing, however, is certain,
that those who remember the kindly generous nature, the
benevolence and liberality of William Kraus are loth to
believe that it was his fault, except so far that he per-
~mitted himself to be the head of a business his very gen-
erosity and liberality made him totally unfit for, It

is impossible to look upon William Kraus as a scheming
fraud deliberately deceiving confiding people., There was a

SLI"I'o;c-:c'lo Blade, January 7, 1878.

55Dividends of five per cent were declared in January
iB?Ssagd September 1876 (Blade, January 15, 1875; September
s 1076,

56Toledo Blade, June 19, 1879,
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terrible crime committed against the people of Toledo
in the conduct of that institution, but we do not be-
lieve that William Kraus should be held entirely re=-
sponsible for it, It is certain that he reaped no ade
vantage by the failure, for, from the date of the fail-
ure he had been living in Canadsa in abject poverty, The
0ld man paid dearly for his confiding nature, He is en-.

titled to a smooth passage for the remainder of his .
expiring days,57

William Kraus had the rare opportunity to read his community's
evaluation of him while he was still alive, A little less
than three years later--in December 1883--Kraus died at the
home of his daughter Laura Feiss in Toledo, and the Blade
repeated essentially the same sentiments.in his obituary.58
The Blade's consistent defense of Kraus must be
accorded some importance because it was a genuinely sympa-
thetic reaction, David Ross Locke must have known and
respected William Kraus, In another much less serious
instance of bank failure Locke reacted very differently.
When the Commercial Bank under Cyrus H, Coy closed its doors
in 1883 Locke led a vendetta against Coy which gave the
defaulting banker no peace. The newspaper documented the
stories of individual suffering among the bank's many small
depositors and eventually attacked Coy personally. This

never happened in the case of Kraus. The most that the Blade

ever expressed was a kind of exasperation at the confusion in

57
58

Toledo Blade, January L, 1881,
Toledo Blade, December 10, 1883,
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the affairs of the City Bank.59

And yet, although the press treated Kraus charitably,
the failure of the jnstitution cannot be minimized, Clark
w;ggoner, looking back from a perspective of fifteen years
wrote that "no similar financial disaster in Toledo hus

caused like distress."60

Guido Marx, who was his friend,
reported only that "William Kraus never recovered from the

misfortune which overtook him."61

59The campaign against Coy is fully described in the
chapter, "The Case of the Busted Banker," in John M, Harrison,
The Man Who Made Nasby, David Ross Locke (Chapel Hill: Univer-
3ity of North Carolina Press, 1969), 263-280. Harrison is
careful to point out that Locke had $1,,00 deposited in Coy's
bank, although he does not believe that was the reason for
the vendetta, Locke was particularly interested in bank re-
form, and banking problems were reflected in his novel A Paper
City, his play Infl tion, and a series of letters entitled
Inflation at the X Roads (279), Locke edited the Blade from
1 to 1875 and again from 1878 to 1888, Perhaps it is sig-
nificant that he was absent from Toledo when Kraus disappeared,

60Waggoner, Higtory of Toledo, L49l.

61Marx, "The German Element," in Waggoner, History of

Toledo, 743.
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sailors and gradually for railrocad men also. For a time the
structure was occupied jointly by the Bethel and the First
Presbyterian church, Eventually, the First Presbyterian
built its own church at Huron and Orange streets and the
Bethel moved to the Middle Grounds.3 The Jewish dedication
was described as followa:

Yesterday the Jewish congregation of this city took pose
session of their lately-leased place of worship on Linn
street, with appropriate dedicatory services, consisting
of readings from the laws of Moses and the impressive
ceremonies pertaining to the Jewish worship, Rev, Mr,
Roth officiating as rabbi, assisted by Mr, Goldberger,
The Chapel has been newly and beautifully refitted
throughout, appropriate for a synagogue under the effi-
clent superintendance of Messrs, Van Orden, president
end Oesterman, vice president of the organization. The
society is in a highly flourishing condition, receiving
a large addition to their membership yesterday after the
dedication. In the future services will be held on Eri-
day evening and Saturday afternoon at the synagogue.

By =mll accounts, the building on Lynn street was well~
kept and attractive., The first Toledo city directory de-
scribed it as a "neat brick Gothic structure™ built chiefly
through popular subscription. An article in the Ispaelite
in 1874 called it a "neat synagogue which was formerly a
church.” The lsraelite also reported that the owner of the

building, a Christian, rented it to the congregation for much

3Tgledo Blgde, March 18, 1872; After 100 Years: A
Sparse History of Temple B'nai Israel of Toledo, Ohio (Toledos:
‘B'nai lsrael, 1970), 7; Clark Waggoner, ed., A History of the
City of Toled d.Lucas County, Ohio (New York and %oledo:
Munsell and Company, 1%555, §9g, 602~603.,

hToledo Blade, March 18, 1872,
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less than he could have gotten for other uses of his property.5
Things went well in the tidy and economical synagogue

on Lynn street for several years, In April 1872 the local .

press took note of Passover and reported that the Bfnai

Israel congregation was growing:

Since its establishment two years ago, the congregation
has flourished finely, having more than doubled its mem-
bership, the removal to the synagogue on Linn street
adding considerable to its strength. A benevolent so-
ciety is connected with the congregation, gffording as=-
sistance in the case of sickness or death,

Later that year Solomon Van Noorden, the retiring president
of the congregation was honored and presented with a solid

silver snuff box, He was succeeded as president by N,D,

7

Oesterman,' In April 1873, Passover was again observed in

the synagogue and the event recorded in the local newspapers.
In July 1873 there was dissension within the Btnai
Israel congregation, but the Blade took a light view of it:

The Ruling Passion-~The Israelite church on Lynn street
has seventeen members, Mr, Shugarman, who has acted as
Vice President, has been brought out for President by his
friends, and now finds himself confronted by no less than
8ix candidates for that honorable position, During the
war there were many persons who wanted to join a regiment
composed exclusively of Brigadier Generals, and we sup-
pose 1t would be pleasant to join a church where all are

SHosmer and Harris! Toledo Directory, 1858, 252. Is-
raelite, January 16, 187L., The name of the Lsraslite was

changed to Amepican Isyselite with the issue of July 3, 187L.
®Doledo Blade, April 23, 1872,
TToledo Blade, October 2, 1872,

8Toledo Blade, April 12, 1873.
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President or Ruling Elders.9 ' '

Abraham Shugarmen, listed in the city directory as a "peri-
patetic trader," emerged from the contest not as president
but as a ruling elder, An article in the Isrgelite the fol-
lowing January identified one of the Van Noordens as presi-
dent, but Shugarman was a trustee and served as vice presi-
dent again under N,D, Oesterman in 1877-78, Sometime during
1873 the cohgregation acquired another rabbi, Abraham Gold-
" berg, Goldberg, who servea at least until 1878, lived at
30 Staté street and was listed in the directories sometimes
as a rabbi, sometimes as a peddler, and in one instance as a
junk dealer. The directory of 1873-7L also lists Aaron Gold-
berg, who was a peddler, at the same address.10
Because of the Israelite article early in 1874, we
have an idea of the make-up of that first congregation, The
writer said that the Jewish population of Toledo had increased
during the previous few years, and that the majority of new-
comers were natives of Poland and Holland, "The Israelites

here as a class are not wealthy but are industrious and well=-

to~do. There is a congregation which holds divine services

9'f[‘oledo Blade,; July 26, 1873,

1015y alite, January 16, 1874, 6, Scott's City Direc~
jg;g;_lﬁlﬂ:l%, 1lists Abram Sugerman, peripatetic trader, who
lived at 19 John street (451). See Appendix B for informa-
tion on the early congregations as it appears in the city
directories, For Goldberg, see Scottts directory, 1873-7L,
2233 187576, 2263 1876-77, 232, The listing for the Btnai

Israel congregation in Polk'!s City Directory, 1887-88, shows
Abraham Goldberg as rabbi,
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according to the most orthodox Polish Minhag., . . _“11 Ir

the membership was seventeen as the Blade suggested, the
total congregation, using the multiplier of three and a half
which the city directories of that time employed, probably
exceeded gsixty. In September 187l B'nai Israel announced
that anyone who wished to attend divine services during the
holidays would have to procure tickets from one of the trus-
tees: 3, Van Noorden, N,D, Oesterman, or A, Shugarman.12
And then a strange thing happened, On April 17, 1875
the Blade ran a long, scholarly article about Passover, which
included the statement that there would be no public celebra-
tion in Toledo because there was no synagogue in Toledo.13
Two days later a quiet correction appeared:
The statement in Saturday's paper that there would be no
public celebration of the Passover by the Jews of this
city to-day was correct only so far as it applied to the
Reformed branch of the Hebrew church which. is as yet
without a place of worship, The Orthodox branch has g
aynagogue on Lynn street wheﬁe the day will be celebrated
with all the ancient rites,l
The mistake probably occurred because Max Eppstein wrote the
article about Passover., A newcomer who was to shape Toledo
Reform Judaism, Eppstein either did not know or did not con-

sider it important that there was an Orthodox congregation

observing the holiday,

1l1gn elite, Jamuary 16, 187, 6,

12To;edg Blade, September 9, 187.,

13566 Appendix C, The article entitled “Lel
Shimmoorim" is reproduced from the Toledo Blade, April 17,

1875.
1uToledo Blgde, April 19, 1875,
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Eppsteints initial contact with Toledo came in Janu-
ary 1871 when he ﬁarried Belle Roemer, daughter of Joseph
Roemer, whom he had met in Fort Wayne.l5 Eppstein was at
that time a resident of Champaign, Illinois, but his father,
Mayer Eppstein, was a highly respected rabbi at Fort Wayne,
The family came originally from Heckingen in the princi-
pality of Sigmaringen, South Germany, where Mayer Eppstein
worked for forty years training young men to become rabbis.
In 1818 he received a gold medal from the King of Prussia
as an acknowledgement of his acholarship.16

In 1856 Mayer Eppstein (then sixty years old) brought
his wife, four daughters, and twin sons to the United States,
The boys, Max and Rudolph, who were born on February 17,
1842, were fourteen when the Eppstein's arrived in Fort
Wayne, Max went to school in the East and graduated from

Palmer's University, West Chester, Pennsylvania, Then he went

15The garbled notice read as follows: "Married Wed-
nesday, January 18th at the residence of the bride's parents,
by Rev, Kohler Max, M, Eppenstein of Champaign, Illinois and
Belle Roemer of Toledo, Chicago and Fort Wayne papers please
copy."” (Tgoledo Commercial, January 20, 1871)., Belle Roemer -
was born in Toledo and graduated from high school as one of
the. thirteen members of the class of 1866 (Waggoner, History

of Toledo, 621),

lélnfonnation about the Eppstein family, not always
consigstent, comes. from several sourcea: Mayer Eppsteints
obituary in the Fort Wayne Daily Sentinel, April 5, 1879, L
Max Eppstein?s obituary in the %ort Wayne Journal, February
21, 1894, Ls the American Israelite, April 1i, 1879, 63 and
the Toledo Blade, February 19, 189l, 1. Isaasc Mayer Wise,
who may have known Mayer Eppstein in Europe, described a
visit to Fort Wayne in 1860 and spoke warmly of "the old and
venerable gentleman" (Jacob Rader Marcus, Memoirs of Ameri-
cen Jews, Vol. III /Philadelphia: Jewish Publication Society
of America, 1956/, 15, 16). |
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to Champaign where he launched a clothing business with his
brother. Although there is confusion about these early
vears of Max Eppstein's life, it is clear that he took his
bride, the popular Belle, back to Chempaign and that they
stayed there until early 1875 when they decided to return
to Toledo.l?

Eppstein'é decision to live in Toledo was an impor~
tant one for the Jewish community. He was & man of great
energy, he was innovative, he had a well~developed sense of
public relations, and he was deeply religious, He worked
very hard to establish and maintain the Reform congregation.

On February 10, 1875 the Commercial announced the

arrival in the city of Max M. Eppstein who "intends to open
a men's furnishings store at 65 Summit street, Detwiler and
Lewis's old stand," The Commercial followed the practice
then very common of printing a testimonial from the new-
comer?!s previous place of business, The Chamgaign Union had

called Eppstein "one of our oldest and best~known business

1749 an example of some of the confusion, Max Bpp-
stein's obituéry in the Blgde tells of his attending school
in Pennsylvania, which was not entirely unlikely becaude
there was at least one rabbi trained by Mayer Eppstein in
Eupope who lived in Easton, Pennsylvania {Isrselite, May .27,
1881, 372). He, Edward Rubin, might very well have Super-
vised Max Eppstein during his school years., On the other
hand, Max Eppstints obituary in the Fort Wayne Journal in-
dicates that he spent his boyhood in that city. And to com~
plicate matters further, the Champaign-Union was guoted as
saying he lived there for 17 or 15 years, Only if he had
gone directly to Champaign when he arrived in America could
he have accumulated 18 years there before moving to Toledo.
Belle Roemerts popularity (she was called "Belle of the
Wabash") was deseribed by her granddaughter, Mrs, Mervin
Levey in 1971.
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men," and said that he had grown "from boyhood to man's:
estate" in that city, all the while showing industry, en-
ergy, and enterprise.18

Three days later Max Eppstein was again in the news.
He was called by the police to identify a man from Quincy,
I1linois who had gotten off the train in Toledo and who
was behaving erratically at the dépot. Eppstein was knocked
down twice during the encounter, The man was an old school
mate from Europe, Emil Levy, a member of the firm of J,D.
Levy and Coﬁpany of Quiney., Levy was finally subdued and
taken to the Boody House in handcuffs, Detective Hanks of
the Toledo police eventually took him home to Quincy., Epp-
stein, who had been in the city only a short time, was‘
quickly becoming known.l9

There had been some interest in organizing a Reform
congregation before Eppstein arrived, An article in the
Isrgelite in July 1874 talked at length about the health of"
the Orthodox cqngregation and its success in establishing a
sabbath school, dnd it mentioned in passing that effort was
being exerted to bring the Reform Jews tcgether.ao On Feb-
raary 19, 1875; however, there was real news to report. The

Toledo Reform Jews had been aroused from their lethargy and

several meetings had been held, 'Thirty potential members

18Toledg éommercial, February 10, 1875,

1970164 _Commercial, February 13, 1875: American
lsrgelite, February 19, 1875, 6.

20Am§riggg Israelite, July 17, 1874, 6,
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had subscribed a thousand dollars toward furnishing a syne~
agogue, and they hoped to be joined by Jews from small towns
surrounding the city. The writer‘conceded that many of the
old=time Toledo Jews showed no intérest. The impetus had
come from "younger man who have come to Toledo from places
where they have enjoyed a synagogue and sabbath school,"
Those most vigorously involve& were Messrs, Goldsmith, pres=-
ident, and Max Eppstein, secretary. The same story containad
refgrence to the unfortunate Emil Levy of Quincy. The chances
are that Max Eppstein, temporary secretary of the congrega-
tion ﬁrote it.21
On February 17, 1875 the Reform group got together
again, this time in one of the rooms of the U.S,‘ExpPBSS
building on St., Glair street.22 Principal business before
the meeting was adoption of a constitution, and the oniy
controversy centered on the form of worship. It was decided
to adopt Rabbi Wisets Minhag America, the proposed consti-
tution wes changed to include that decision, and the con~

gregation was born. The members adopted the name Shomer

Elnmegicag Israelite, February 19. 1875, 6. 'This

article was writteon at least two weeks before the date on
which it was published,

22The Commercial located the meeting in S. Kohn's
room. Kohn was a commission merchant in flour and hay who
had an office on Monroe street. The Blade account which was
sent to and reprinted in the Isreelite sald that the meeting
took place in the U,S. Express building. Two members of the
community, Louis and Jacob Cohen (of Thorner and Cohen) had
rooms in the Exprass building, and that could explain the

Commercial's mistake,
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Emunim (Guardien of the Faith) which had been suggested by
Rabbi Wise, and then proceeded to elect permanent officers.
They chose Emanuel Stern as president, Max Eppstein as sec-
retary, Moses Gitskey as treasurer, and Jacob Lasalle, Henry
Stern and Simon Kohn as trustees, The new officers and the
trustees constituted a board of directors whose first assigne-
mentes were to incorpérate the congregation, find a suitable
place for worship, and hire a rabbi, Forty members signed
the constitution and by-laws and subscribed more than $1,500
for the support of the congregation.gB‘ |

The story in the Isrgelite, a reprint of what ap-
peared in the Blade, stressed that many attempts had been
made in the past to establish a congregation. Meetings were
held with no effect, "The Israelites were not ready to
adopt the new ideas, and although there were several who
kept it alive, the project was virtually abandoned until
recently."zu While it is probably unfair to suggest a di=
rect causal relationship between the arrival of Max Eppstein
and the formation of the congregation, the two events cannot
be entirely coincidental, Eppstein's enthusiasm and his

experience had to be important factors. Not oniy did he

23151 edo Commercial, February 19, 1875, American
Isrgelite, March 5, 1875, 6. The congregational name has
been sgelled a number of different ways, Originally "Shomer
Amonim" seemed to be preferred, The spelling today is
"Shomer Emunim," a change which first appeared in the city
directory of 1878-79 (Polk's City Directory, 54-55). The
modern spelling will be used throughout, except in quoted
material,

2,'Lﬁxmer;i.c:an Israelite, March 5, 1875, 6,
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come from a deeply religious family, he came from one that
was committed to congregational activity., His father con-
ducted services for the high holy days in Champaign~Urbana
and his brother served as secretary pro-tem of the congre-
- gation there, The minute book of the Fort Wayne congrega-
tion, handwritten in German, contains the frequent signa~
ture of M[E&eg? Eppstein, secretary, Also Max Eppstein
made an extended trip through Colorado in 1877 "stirring
up an interest in smaller towns" which the Israelite said
"reflected both upon his zeal and his ability."2>
Unquestionably Max Eppstein's early days in Toledo
were busy, He had a business to establish, customers to
attract, In March he spent ten days in New York buying
stock for his store which he opened around the twentieth of’
the month.26 In May he surprised Toledoans by dispatching
into the streets a uniformed boy, identitied by his cap as
"Eppstein's Messenger.” A handsome young man of thirteen
or fourteen, the messenger presented a "nobby" appearance
in his neatly fitting blue uniform with gilt buttons, his
diemond shaped epaulettes, and the identifying shield on

his cap. He soon became a familiar sight on the city's

25American Israelite, October 25, 1867, 5; Constitu-
tign_nnd_ﬂghgnsggg%zg_égx /Achduth Vesholom/, Vol. I,
Brrichtet in Fort Wayne, October 29, 1848, Photocopy of
handwritten original in the Fort Wayne Public Library (con-
gregation name is in Hebrew), American Israelite, September

1, 1877, 6.

26Toledo Commercial, March 9, 1875,
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streets.27 Sometime also during those early months Eppstein
arranged to have his name printed L45 times in the upcoming
city directory. He bought sideline advertising in Scottfs
directory which appeared on all the left-hand pages between
90 amd 534, alternating four lines of copy..28

Eppstein was a man who knew how to get attention,
and from the time that the Reform group was organized ﬁost
of the attention of the community, insofar as that can be
determined by newspaper coverage, centered on the new con-
gregation. In midsummer the Commercial announced that
'Shomer Emunim had purchased a 100 x 50 foot lot on Eleventh
strest between Monroe and Jefferson and paid $2,600 for it,
Members were to mest the following morning in the United
States Express building to arrange to build a synagogue.29
But that synagogue was naver erscted, In fact, the deal
for the land was probably nevar complated.

Instead, the Reform congregation bought a small
church on the corner of Adams and Superior streets which
had been built originally by the Campbellite Baptists but

which had been the property of the Unitarians for years,BO

2Tro1ede Commercigl, May 15, 1875; Toledo Blade,

28Scott's City Directory, 1875-76, passim.

29751 edo Commercial, July 24, 1875,

30mhe history of this building is interesting. The
Unitarians were in the process of erecting a new, larger
church at Adams and Tenth streets when Francis Abbott was
called to the city. When the congregation split shortiy
after Abbott's arrival, nothing was done to.complete the new
building, and Abbott and those loyal to him met in the small
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Repair and renovation of the building was undertaken in
September, and the synagogue was ready for the high holy
days. A Mp, Gerstle of Cincinnati served as rabbi, Early
in October, Rabbi Benjamin Eger, who had been formerly in
Titusville, Pennsylvania, offered his services to the cone
gregation and came to Toledo to lecture on a tri&l basis,
Meanwhile the Igraelite, in describing the renovation of
the newly-acquired property in Toledo, identified it as the

first Jewish synagogue in the city.31

Even Max Eppstein
must have known better by that time.

On the 16th of October Congregation Shomer Emunim
invited the public to hear Rabbi Eger spesk on "The Doc-
trine of the Advent of the Messigh," The lecture was sst
for a Sunday evening, and Toledoans were assured that it
would be in English.32 Apparently Eger acquitted himself
ﬁell; On October 18th the mccount in the Blade was burst-
ing with superlatives, The synagogue had been completely

filled with "a very intelligent audience, composed of rep-

strueture and called themselves the First Independent Soci-
ety. This left some of the Unitarians without either a
‘minister or a place of worship. When Abbott left Toledo in
1873, the displaced Unitarians reclaimed their small church,
and the large building was foreclosed and completed by Wil-

- liam H, Raymond. It was called the Raymond Building and was
the first location of the Toledo University of Arts and .
Trades, In 1875 the Unitarians rented the auditorium in what
was originally to have been.their chureh in order to conduct
weskly services {Toledo Blade, October lj, 1875), The small
frame building was then purchased by Shomer Emunim, although .
the congregation did not own the land on which it stood
(Toledo Blade, September 21, 1889; American lsraelite, Sep-
tember 26, 1889, L, )

3 american Israelite, September 17, 1875, b.
32¢01edo Blade, October 16, 1875.
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resentatives of all creeds,™ And further--
The sddress was a fine one and the learned doctor han-
dled the subject in a superb manner, his eloguence, ar-
guments, and sound sense, as well as the charitable ex~-
pressien of the eminent tegchers of other doctrines,
holding the undivided attention of the hearers from be=-
ginning to end., We only regret that there is not space
to give the entire sermon, for it abounded in truths
that could be read with benefit to all. We understand
that the society contemplates calling Dr. Eger to the
pastorate, and it is to be hoped that they will, for
the morga influence of such men is a benefit to any com~
munity.
Benjamin Eger was chosen to lead the congregation by
a unanimous vote on October 26.3ljr In the words of an anony-
mous member, "He gave entire satisfmction as a learned man
and rabbi on reform principles and all think he is the right
man at the right place tc instill the doctrine of Judaisam
in our children and to enlighten the older ones, He has
awakened some of the sleepers by his sound and logical reas-
oning."” The decision was also made to conduct a sabbath
school on both Saturday and Sunday mornings. 35
On Sunday, October 31, sasnother lecture was offered
to the community: Adam E, Bloom, a Detroit attorney, dis-

n36

cussed "The American Jew. In November the congregation

conducted special Thanksgiving services and was listed in a

33q

Toledo Blade, October 18, 1875,
34901640 Commercial, October 28, 1875,

35The guotation appeared in a letter signed "One of

Ours," American Isrselite, November 12, 1875, 6.

36Toledo Blade, October 27, 1875; Toledo Commercial,
October 28, 1875.
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column in the Blade which reported religious observance of
the holiday.37 This was a degree of recognition which had
not previously been given to a Jewish congregation. Shomer
Emunim had been 1aunchea with a flurry of actiﬁity and some~
one made sure that the press was well informed of each new
development.

The big news story came sarly in 1876. Headed "As It
Was in Israel,” it ran a full column and described the wed-
ding of Jennie Stern of Toledo and Gates Thalheimer of
Syracusé, New York, in prose that is ﬁorth preserving:

It is now approaching a half century since the first
stone in the foundations of the Puture Great City was
laid upon the banks of the Maumee, and among all the
incidents that have thronged upon the dwellers in this
municipality, there has never been numbered among them,
until last evening, such an event as a wedding between
members of the race of Israel., This is a2 singular phe-
nomenon, for this ecity contains a2 large proportion of
that race among its citizens, and they are active,
thrifty, well-to-do citizens of good repute in all re-
lations of 1life, It is not because the Israslites sre

a non-matrimonial race; they are pre~eminently a domestic
people, and they practice marriags more generally than do
any other in the world.

It has simply happened here that the Israslites were
either married when they came hither, or had rormed at-
tachments elsewhere; which led them to seek their brides
in othér cities., The announcement, therefore of a
Hobrew wedding to be celsbrated in the city was & matter
of sucH importance as to excite the iiveliest interest
in g1l the members of the race in the city and vicinity,
as well as among the Gentiles who are anxious to know
how this peculiar pecple conduct a ceremony with which
is identified the most potent sentiments of the human
heart, The affair came off last evening at the little
Temple of the Reformed Jewish congregation on Supericr

37ToladorBlade, November 13, 1875: November 2, 187S.
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The Cgﬁmggcigl's account of the Starn-Thalheimer wed-
ding was more restrained, but it did provide a few additional
details. The nineteen-year-old bride wore a dress of tea
rose s8ilk, en traine, trimmed with tulle end orange flowers,
"Her maids were dressed, the first in corn-colored silk with
black velvet skirt and scarlet flowers! the second in silk
the color of sea foam, trimmed with tulle and crepe lace;
and the third in lemon colored =ilk over a black velvet
skirt, The mother of the bride was dressed in black velvet,
richly embroidered and ornamented with lace. The gentlemen
wore the conventional dress costume, "0

The ceremony had special significance for the con-
gregation, The Isrgelite report, signed "M,", said that
because servicee were begun in the new templé on the eve
of Rosh Hashanah without a consecration service, the wedding
was used for that purpose, Gustav Goldsmith,‘vice president
of the congregation (the bride's father was president), pre-
sented s beautifully-bound Bible to the couple to mark the
first wedding in the new temple,,h‘TL

Dancing and feasting took place in the German Hall
following the ceremony. Dr. Eger, General Isaas Sherwood,
pablisher of the‘Sﬁndax Journal, and Jacob Landman responded
to toasts., Max Eppstein and Alies S, Fohen, masters of

ceremonies, read messages from around the country and abroad,

LLOTolgdo Commercial, January 6, 1876.

hlAmeriqgn lsraelite, January 1k, 1876, 2.
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rational mind, and it is self evident, it is liberal and
progressive, it is a religion of sslvation and not one
of damnation, it is humane, tolerant and universal. It
is a rock and will stand firmm against modern science,
criticism and philosophy, because its dogmas are in har-
mony with progress and development, . . ..
"Progress and development" were the magic words in the
Years after the Civil War and Rabbi Eger, for all his learn-
ing was a man of his time, His sermon to the Unitarians
and subsequent talks in the city were well received, at
least during the first years of his residence in Toledo,uh
Perhaps it was the gaiety of the Stern-Thalheimer wed-
ding, or maybe the momentum of the new congregation, which
led to the announcement of a festive Purim ball--again, the
first the city had ever seen, It was set for March 9, and
Toledoans were told that although the Ispaelites had besn
supporting benevolent causes in the community for thirty
years, this would be the first opportunity for non~Jews to
attend a Jewish charitable function., Tickets were swvailable
at Max Eppstein's store, and the Commepcial announced on
March Y4, that nearly 500 individual tickets had been sold!
The ball was’held in two rooms of the Oliiver House,
and the Blade reporter reached for words to describe the

magnificence of it g11. After seven long paragraphs deserih-

ing the Bibliecal background of Purim, the story centered on

quger preached a second sermon in the Unitarian church
on May 1, 1876 (Blade, May 13, 1876). He prezached in the
Universalist church of Bryan, Ohio where he was well received
in May 1877 (Amepricap Isrselite, June 1, 1877, 2). Topics
for all his weekly sermons were announced in the newspapers:,
and he often scheduled lectures for Sunday evenings,
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the locel party. The number of guests made dancing diffi-

cult--

And such guests as they were, The Hebrew maiden who

~-walks in beauty like the night

Of cloudless climes and starry skies

And the best of all that's dark and bright
Gleams in her aspect and her eyes,
There mellowed by that tendsr light,

Which heaven to gaudy day denies,
was there in numbers and in radiant beauty; great, lus-
trous Semitic eyes, still mirroring in their midnight
depths that megic fascination inherited from an Oriental
ancestry, flashed from olive~tinted faces crowned with
raven-hued locks, and made one sigh to think how hard
fate had prevented him from being an Eastern potentate,
that he might command but one of these to be his bride.
Had o0ld Ahasuerus such an assembly of houris to select
from, he would probably have been compelled to remain a
widower from sheer inebility to decide which was the *
fairest and most worthy to be his Persian Queen. Esther
had evidently left many descendants, and they inherit
her beautles as well as her virtues, She has resason to
be proud enough of those who 30 Wworthily uphold her fame,

The beauty was not by any means confined to the daughters
of Abraham, though the peculiarity of their type, and the
unwonted spectacle of so many specimens of it collected
togethser, made a most striking displdy., There were crowds
of Gentile damsels present too, who Bhareﬁsthe honors of
the evening with their sisters of Israel,

The striking feature of the evening, a large pyramid

of flowers in tﬁe center of the dancing hall, was composed
of button-hold bouquets., After the grend march sach lady
took a bouquet from the pyramid for her escort's lapel ard a
perfumed program for herself in which to record the twenty-

two dances scheduied for the crowded floor. Undoubtedly

many of the non«dancers stood around discussing the disappear-

ance. two days earlier of their banker and friend, William

45po16d0 Blsde, March 10, 1876.
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Kraus,
| While the Reform Jews were celebrating at the Oliver!
House, the Orthodox congregation found another way to ob-
serve the holiday, They kept open house in the synagogue on
Lynn street, setting out tables "loaded with eatables for
the refreshmentof such of the poor who chose to enter and
partake," Services were held in the synagogue morning and
evening and the scroll containing the Book of Esther was
read.h6

It appears from the newspaper that during the spring
of 1876 the City of Toledo Was'involved in a heady infatu-
ation with its Jewish citizens, reinforcing them in their
new-found congregational identity. Both Shomer Emunim and
B'nai Israel were flourishing, both were operating sabbath
schools, and as "M." reported in the Israelite, "progress
is the watchword of our minds and now the Rip Van Winkle
sleep of our people here in religious matters has ceased.
A1l and everybody is wide awake and ready to perform their
respective duty in harmony, too, toward our great cause."uT
Forty young people were enrolled in the sabbath school,

But a little later in the same article "M."™ denied his
own thesis, He said that twenty-five women had gotten to-

gether to form a Hebrew Ladies' Benevolent Society, and that

4o1piq,

ll'Tﬁunem:'.can Israselite, May 26, 1876; 5; the article
is dated from Toledo, May 15,
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spoke well for the ladies since a number of them were nct
yet members of the congregation. "There are as yet a great
number of Israelites who have not become members of our con-
gregation and who, threough their moral and financial influ-
ence, could strengthen our cause and make this congregation -
larger in numbers and influence," The women chose Mrs, H,
Black as president; Mrs, Joseph Roemer, vice president; Mrs,
Henry Thorner, secretary; and Mrs, Isaac Landman, treasurer,
Mrs. Henry Stettiner, Mrs, A, Friedlander, and Mrs., M, Git-
8key were trustees; and Max Eppstein, Isaac Landman, and
Joseph Thorner served as an advisory committree."LB

The reluctance of some of the old-time Jews to supe
port the congregation was the biggest problem which the Re-
form group had to face in the first half of 1876, but the
Orthodox congregation had a problem which was immediately
more eritical. Perhaps it was an ugly indication that the
infatuation with things Jewish was superficial or had pgone
far enough. Some persons unknown (the E;ggg called them
fsacreligious wretches") broke into the synagogue on Lynn
street and practically demolished the interior. They pulled
down gas fixtures, tore up bocks, broke seats, and destroyed
the furnace: Damages were fully $500. The Btnai Israel con-

gregation offered a $50 reward for the arrest of the culprits,

halbid. Ernestine Friedlander, one of the trustees,
was newly arrived from Austris-Hungary., She was a sister of
Alexander and Herman Black, and the sister~in-law of the first
president of the Hebrew Ladies®' Benevolent Sociely.
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and Abraham Shugarmaﬁ added another $50 for arrest and con-
viction.}"'9 There is a special irony that the ineident took
place less than & month before the long~awaited 100th birth-
day party of the natien. The Blade was outraged: "In an en-
lightened community such transactions are simply intolerable,
and the perpestrators should be sought out and punished to the
fullest extent of the law.” 0 No one was aver arrested for
the vandalism,

Not much was recorded about the B'nai Israe; congre-
gatlon following the damage to their synagogue, although they
probably fixed things up and continued., Their listing in the
city directories, an imperfsesct source at beat, continued on
Lynn street until 1878.79 when they re-located on State street
between Cherry and Allen, For eight years after that the con=
gregation name does not appear in the directorieé,Bl

Shomer Emunim comtinued to send enthusiastic reports
to the lsraelite, however, In August ihe sabbath schosl stue
dents were examined and declsred to be well prepared. "“lhe
scholars anawered all questions and knew what they were talk-
ing ebout." The first e¢lass, under the supervision of Rabbi

Eger, read essays of their own composition and answered gues-

49951edo_Blade, June 15, 1876; June 16, 1876,

50Toledo Blade, June 16, 1876, In December 1877
there was another incident when some boys were arreated in-
sgde)the synagogue on Lynn street (Ioledo Blade, December 28,
1877).

SISee Appendix B for congregational listings,
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tions in Biblical history and out of Wiset's Judaism, The
second class, under Max Eppstein, recited poems, psalms,
and original essays and also answered questions from Judaism,
The two lower classes, children from six to eight years old
who were taught by Rabbi Eger's daughters, Rebecca and Zer-
lina, recited the ten commandments and other passages from
the Bible, The program lasted two hours., The sabbath
school had been functioning for six months and, according
to the reporter (this article is signed "E."), none of the
young people knew anything about religion before they started.
The congregation was indeed out of its lethargy, and the chil-
dren wére to have an excursion to repay them for what they
had done and to "animate them for the future great work which
is shead.">2

Also in August, there was another wedding, Rosetta
Landman, daughter of Jacob and Fannie Landman, married Sol
Weiler of Fort Wayne.53 Rosetta, born in Toledo, was named
for Jacob Landmanfs.first wife~-Fanniet's sister--who died
in the cholera epidemic some twenty-five years before.
Toung Rosetta was identified in the Blade as "the daughter
of one of our eldest and most respected citizens," In fact,
the newspaper reported, "the social standing of the two

single contracting parties and their numerous relationship,

52Amegican Israelite, August 18, 1876, 5, The ar-
ticle is dated Toledo, August 7.

53The spelling of the name was later changed to
Wiler,
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attracted a very large crowd to the Temple, and the feminine
part of the throng was very brilliantly dressed.” At the
party which followed, twenty-nine dispatches of congratula=-
tion were read from various parts of the country and two
from Burope. There was one message in Daﬁish, one in Duteh,
one in Swiss dialect, and many in German, Max Eppstein was
a master of ceremonies, along with L.M, Cohen, Jacob Herff,
and Samuel Stettiner, uncle of the bride., Guests at the
wedding came from Fort Wayne, Lafayette, Indianapolis, and
Logansport, Indiana, from Monroe and Saginaw, Michigan and
from Cincinnati, Democratic Congressman Frank Hurd also at~
tended., The young couple took a trip East and then went to
Fort Wayne to live.su

September 1876 brought a high point for the congrega-
tion and also a hint of dissension. The former U,S5, Consul
to Romania, Benjamin Peixotto, was in the city during the
high holidays and participated in services at the Reform
temple, Peixott§ was a member of the famous Portuguese fémn
ily of Sephardic Jews, and was one of the best known Jews in

the countr:;r.55 In the fall of 1876 he was making a political

5,'l'Toledo Blade, August 25, 1876, Sol Wiler died of
tuberculosis on May 6, 1881 in Abilene, Kansas on his way to
Denver, His wife and young daughter Clara returned to
Toledo (Interview with Mrs, Robert Zimmerman, daughter of
Clara Wiler Black).

55Stephe‘n Birmingham discusses the Peixotto family in
The Grandees: The Story of Americat's Sephardic Elite (New
York: Harper and Row, 1971), Benjamin Franklin Peixotto was
consul general to Romania from 1870 to 1876 (The American
Jewish Year Book, Vol, L41 /Philadelphia: The Jewish Publica=-
tion Society of America, 1939/, 575. Peixotto was head of
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Honorable B,F, Peixotto (lately U,S, Consul at Romania)

made an excellent speech to his Jewish fellow citizens
at the Adelphi last night, The attendance was much lar-

%er than could reasonably have been expected, for the
sraelites of this city had just conciuded the fast and

devotional exercise peculiar to their Yom Kippur or

Day of Atonement, and were phygécally in no condition

to attend a protracted speech,

The dissension centered on Peixotto himself, and it is impor-
tant to remember that he was making partisan political speeches

in an election year and was vulnerable to attack. Neverthe~

less, some Jews in Toledo requested that the Evening Bee print
a storj translated from the New York Jewish Gazette of Septem~-
ber 8, 1876 which was damaging to Peixotto. The report charged
that he and his assistant consul profited on the steamship
tickets they secured for Jews who could afford to pay their
way out of Romania, Prixotto commented on the Bge article
during his Toledo speech, and because he called attention to
them, the damaging charges were also reprinted in the E;ggg.sg
This type of criticism probably bothered Peixotto very 1little,
but it shows that there was divisiveness in the Toledo Jewish
community and that some Jews felt it neceésary, for whatever
reason, political or religious, to challenge a man who had
identified himself closely with the Reform group.

The politics of the day were also an important ele-
ment in an exchange of editorials between the Republican

Blade and the lIgrselite which reflected Isaac Wise's Demo=-

cratic tendencies, DBut there were deeper issues than a

58Toledo Blade, September 29, 1876,

591114,
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It is 8 miatake to believe or to meke others beliesve
that the Christian sects can dominate over this coun-
try. . « o It i3 a mistake to look upon the American
Isrmelite as & sectarian and a sectional sheet when it
has never moved one inech from the broasdest base of libep-
alism and humaniterianism. Of course we know the issue
and will always face ths musie, We stand or fall with
the liberal phalanx of this country, come what may, be=
caunse such 1s our conviction, and we have the moral
courage to be where our conviction places us, The 61
Blade will now underatand and know where to find us.

But the Blade belisved that Wise was avoiding the ques-
tioﬁ. If he was really fighting for religious freedom then
he must permit Colonel Barnes his freedom to petition the con~
stitutional convention in any way he chose, Barnes! religi-
ous beliefs would in no way affect his performance of the .
duties of secrestary of state. And for Wise to tell his Jew-

ish readers to vote against Barnes was an attempt to "control

political issues by eppeals to religious prejudices,"62

Wise tried once more to make his position clear:

We never say that a candidate must have any religious
belief or none, nor did we say that Colonel Barnes

signed the petition or sided with tha Crusaders on sccount
of any religious belief of his, nor do we feel any such
thing., We said this: that politicians will learn a les-
son and hereafter let religlon mlone and untouched, and
not carry water on both shouldars, It has become an evil
custom in aome parts of this country to szend men to Con-
gress from the vestry room or from the secret conclaves
of temperance lodges, in consequencs of which nurmerous
politicians have bacome hypocerites and the demagogues
wearing the artificial mask which we say must be torn a-
way in ogger te warn those who are yet free of that cor-
muption. :

1 pmepican Israelite, October 20, 1876, L.
62To;;do Blade, October 20, 1876,

63American Isroelite, October 27, 1876, L.
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themeelves in this controversy; undoubtedly they read the
lengthy exchanges with interest., Perhaps the sharpening of
isasues was distasteful, In muéh the same way, they probsably
felt uneasy about the well-advertised appearsances of M,L,
Rossvally, "the converted Jew,"™ who liked to talk about

"the peculiarities of the religion and habits of the Jews"
in general and his own "remarkable conversion" in particu-

lar.66

Rossvally's appearances undoubtedly contributed to
social tension--the Blade hinted at some trouble in 1878:
Let the house be crowded to hear what the converted Jéw
has to say regarding the remarks that have been c¢ircu-
iateg about him. Good songg7of his own composition by
r. Rossvally and daughter,

During the months when the Isrmelite and the Blade
were battling, and when Rossvally was drawing good-sized
audiences for his intimate disclosures, Shomer Emunim was
active and holding its own in the public presa., There were
regularly advertised services with infidels especially in-
vited, a Thanksgiving observance, a celebration of the™ise
toric events of the Maccabees" (it was not called Chanukah),
a series of hops to repleni®h the treasury of the Ladies!

Benevolent Society, plans for another Purim bell, and the

third temple wedding, John Lipman, teacher, musician, and

66Toledg Blade, December 8, 1877; December 15, 1877,
Rossvally had been in the city during much of 1877.

67Tolgdo Blade, March 14, 1878, Rossvally seems to
heve been well known around the country. The following
appeared in the Jawish Messenger {New York): "Among the humors
of the weelt was Rossvnlly's appearance and his sudden dis-
appearance, Respsctable Christian churches are at last grow-
ing suspicious of the Dr,'s baptism of the spirit (December,

18, 1878, L).
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liquor clerk married Emma Stern of Chicago, sister of Mrs,
Jﬁcob Lasalle. The ceremony was performed in Gewman, and
the reception was held in the Lasalle home on Superior streetés
A new element was inserted into Toledo Jewish life
at the end of 1876 when a second Orthodox congregation, Btnai
Jacob, filed its articlesz of association at the recorder's
office. Officers for the group were Len (Levi) Perlstine,
president; Jacob Epstein, vice president; Isadore Reiz, sec-
retary; M, Epstein, treazurer; and Israel Epstein, Michael
Davis and Jacob Epstein, Jr., trustees, All of these men
lived in the area just west of the Maumee river, between Oak
end Cherry streets, It was in that locality that they even-
tually located their synagogue, at the southwest corner of
John end Union streets (Scuthard and North Twelfth streets
today). Most of those listed as officers in 1876 ware identi-
fied in the eity directory as peddlers, The exceptions were
Perlstine, a junk dealer and Israel Epstein; a merchant. The
firat city directory listing for the econgregation came in
1879-80, but there is eviéence that Btnai Jacob was active
69

from the time of its organization,

An article in the Blade in April 1877, for example,

68Tolggo B%!QE- Novembsr 3, 18763 November 29, 1876:
December 9, 18763 Januery 5, 1877; January 13, 1877; January
30, 1877. The wedding was on January 10 and was reported in
the Blade the following day.

69To§e§o Blade, December 13, 18763 Scott's City
Directory, 1876.77, 180, 202, 383, j4jOl. The men lived on
Woodruff, Union, State, John, snd Allen (now Canton) streets,
See Appendix B for congregational listings,
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pointea out that there were three congregations when it
described the continuing problem of the Reform group and
the uncertain status of Rabbi Eger:

One of the Hebrow cengregations of this city has enjoyed
the ministrations of the Rev, Dr., Eger for more than a
year, and in that time he has becoms known to us as an
sloquent pulpit orator, as a profound scholar and an
accomplished gentleman. A rumor is current that his re-
lation to the congregation may soon terminate, We shoulad
greatly regret to find this to bs true, as the general
publie have only fairly begun to properly estimate the
Doctorts worth as an erudite theologian and an able ex-
positor of his sncient and homored faith,

The congregation which Dr, Eger is serving embraces in
its number some of our most influsntial citizens, whose
culture, businesas position, and personal worth gives

them influence in our city; and the fact that a Rabbi so
distinguished and acceptable is leading their devotions
and instructing their young people in the faith of their
fathers sorves to make Israelites feel more at home in
Toledo, and attracts others of their desirabls class to
our midat, We learn that there are three Hebrew congre
gations in the city., This looks to ocutsiders as if that
people had followed too closely the sxample of Christian
sects in frittering away their power by umnecessary divi-
sions, Why not, by uniting these congregations, gather
strength to maintain a scholarly pastor, whose presence
i3 so acceptable to all our citizens? Many of the
Christian people of Toledo have been delighted with Dr.
Egerts genial modesty, and would deeply regret to see him
compslled to seek a field of labor elsewhere, and they
w0u1d7Be glad to have him continue in his present posi-
tion,

Eger did continue in his position, at least for a
while., Services were conducted during 18?7. and in June 1878
the first group of young people was confirmed in the tempie

at Adams and Superier streets.71 By early 1880, however, the

70751eda Blade, April 7, 1877.

Too1ed0 Blade, May 27, 1878; June 2, 1878. The fol-
lowing young people were confirmed in that first class: Lizzie
Goldamith, Minnie Eger, Ida Koech, Ida Friedlander, Sara Koech,
Abrahan Stern, Solomon Lasalle, Albert Friedlander, Albert Gold~ -
Smithc
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Israeliﬁe referred to Eger as "the former rabbi of the con-
gregation" who had gotten a few peopie (a corporal's guard)
together for the high holy days the previous fall, They
were mostly women and they came "for the sake of by-gone
days and in the memory of their departed dear ones." What
we need here, the correspondent wrote, "is a leader to imbue
our people with the religious spirit."72 Rabbi Eger, for
2ll his eruditlon, lacked the ability to pull the disparate
members of his potential congregation together, Again and.
agaih the articles in the Israelite referred to the recalci«
trant Hebrews in Toledo, at one time calling them die
Allwiffende--the people who think they know everything--who
continually refused to aid a religious organization financi-
ally, morally,. personally, or in any other way.73

Eger made one notable effort at leadership before he
left the city, but it only increased his pr-o‘tnlems,,ﬂL He got
involved in the case of the two Jewish children, Lilly and
Joseph (sometimes called George) Englander. The children
were found, apparently abandoned, "in extremely destitute
circumstances in one of the worst habitations of the city,"
according to the judge who finally decided the c:;tse.,?5 They

were rescued by the Reverend P.S, Slevin who ran the St,

72Amegican Isrgelite, February 20, 1880.

73émggi§an Isiaelite, October 12, 1877, 2.

ThMay Eppstein said in 1889 that the first attempt
at congregation failed because the controversies involving

the rabbi were tvo great (American Israselits, September 26,
1889, 4; Toledo Blade, September 21, 1889, 15.

TSToledo Blade, Jammary 21, 1879,
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Clair street mission in the middle of Toledo's red light dis-
trict, and by J, Cooper Price who worked with Slevin.76
Price took Lilly Englander into his home with the permizsion
of the probate court and promptly had her baptized. The boy
was taken to the Protestant Orphans! Home.,

All of this happened in late November 1878 and the
following month Rabbi Eger, with some support in the Jewish
community, called the cmsa to the attention of the Probate
Court, claiming that the children were Jewish and should be
placed in a Jewish home.77 A suit was filed in the name of
the childrent's grandfather, Lazarus Schwartz of Glevelﬁnd.
which was intended to return the children to the custody of
their family, The father, Leopold Englander, was supposed
to be somewhere in Texaes, and the mother, Rosa, was located
in Detroit where she was working at Mozart Hall, described
by the Elggg as "a low variety theatre on Jefferson avenue."78

Ths circumstances which make this case interesting
were Benjamin Egerts commitment to it and the reaction of
the Jewish community both in Toledo and in the state., In
faet, the local press claimed that the case had attracted
wide attention all over the United States "with the Jewish

papers largely opposed to Egerts action.” Eger's object

76The mission sctivity is described in Randolph
Downes, Lake Port (Toledos The Historical Society of North-

west Ohio, 1951), 276=77.

77‘I'he details of the case are clear, but only by
reconstruction. No copies of the Blade or Commercial have
survived for the latter part of 1878.

"8po1edo Blade, January 11, 1879.
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was to see the children returned to a Jewish environment, but
he was attacked by his fellow Jews in Toledo, largely because
he sought publicity for his cause, He was calling attention,
after all, to a serious breakdown of Jewish family life, and
the children had been received charitably into the Christian
community. Leopold Englander was reported to have deserted
his fagmily because he wéa unable to get along with his "un-
worthy wife," Rosa Englander, alone with the children for
four years and with little income, finally abandoned them,
Most of the Jewish sentiment, expressed both by Orthodox
Jews in Toledo (Solomon Van Noorden and sons and N.D, Oester-
man) and by Rabbi Wise in the Isragelite, favored letting the
courts settle the case as quietly as possible.79
The Van Noordens and Oesterman published a card in
the Blade at the end of 1878 to which the newspaper staff
fixed the headline "Go Back on the Rabbi," The men responded
quickly that it had not been their intention to attack the
private character of the rabbi, but instead:
Our object was more especially to discountenance the stir-
ing up of what might seem a senseless feud of classes,
especially so far as we could learn there had been no un-
just diserimination against our people., Had there been,
we would have cheerfully responded with moral and finan-
cial aid to correct it, We heartily concur with "Israel-
ite" that a commendable conclusion is to await the decision
of the courts, and severely deprecate manufacturing through
the press public sentiment in advance of the decision,
which will no doubt be a just one, As to gpproving of or

disturbing Mr, Price in the possession of the child before
the case is judicially decided, we certainly had no such

79791ed0 Blade, January 21, 1879; Americsn Israelite,
date unknown, quoted in the Toledo Blade, January 13, 1879;
Toledo Blade, January 2, 1879,
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intention, and regret thagothe language of the card per-
mits such a construction,

While waiting for a hearing on the petition to return
the children, Rabbi Eger made a trip to Detroit where he saw
Rosa Englander, According to the reéorts in the Blade, he
attempted to have her arrested on a morals chargg_in order to
prevent her appeérance in Toledo. The mayor of Toledo was
asked to intervene and he telegraphed the mayor of Detroit,
saying that Mrs. Englander's presence was necessary in court

and that charges were being trumped up against her which would
81

keep her away.
Eger was infuriated, of course, when that story ap-
peared in the paper, and he submitted &2 card of his own:

Editor Blade--Sir: Since the statement signed "Freethinker"
appearsd in the public press of the City I intended to
stop the case of the Englander children thus being fur-
ther discussed, by disregarding the mean and foolish
attacks made uwpon me, and, ss promised, treated them with
s8ilent contempt, for I am of opinion that this case ought
not to be tried in the newspapers, to excite publiec sym=
pathy, but in the courts of justice upon truth and faects,
Mr, Price, however, does not cease with his undignified
actions to push into print, which he did since the very
outset, when he found legal steps had been taken.

I feel it now a duty incumbent upon me to inform my fel-
low citizens that I have been both in Detroit and Cleve-
lamd . , « to ascertain certain facts bearing upon the
case, but it is a most abominable and base lie that I
wanted to arrest Mrs, Englander as that respectable {??7?)
eitizen informed Mr, Price,  For shame Mpr, Price,

Every unbiased mind will be able to form an opinion that
Mr, Price should find it necessary to bring a certifi-

cate from New Jersey to defend his character when no ons,
as yet, has assailed it, and when he is so well known in

BOTolggg Blade, January 2, 1879,
BlTolgdo Blade, January 11, 1879,
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time in Toledo and who was guided around the city by J. Cooper
Price, and he believed his grandehildren to be living under
satisfactory circumstances. The problem was primarily an
economic one, and neither the mother, nor the grandfather
coula provide adequately for the young people.su
Probate Judge Austin considered the question of reli-
gion in his summation of the case., He confirmed that the
children had been certified as wards of the Probate Court and
he had let it be known he would hear any requests for guard-
janship. He spproved the application of J, Cooper Price on
Hovember 23, He was told afterwards, the judge said, that
the children were Jewish, and then the rabbi ceme forward and
asked to have guardianship vested in some other person. Sub-
aeguently, the unecle of the little girl came to Toledo, in~
vestigs ed the matter, snd then voluntarily told the court
that he was perfectly satisfied with her condition and wanted
no change. The judge then summed up the attitude of the court
toward religion in a matter of adoption?
The court does not inquire into the.religion or nativity
of the children made its wards, When some person, no
matter what his religion, has humanity enough to take
them out of the slums and put them in good condition, he
is sppointed their guardian, Religion has naunght to do
with the matter. This Mr, Price has done, and has given
proper snd sufficient care to them, and Bge court cannot

take charge of their religlious training.
Rabbi Eger did not accept the verdiet easily., When the

SuToledo Blade, January 21, 1879.
851pig,
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matter of who was to pay the court costs came up, he jumped

from his chair and produced a paper which he claimed was a

sworn statement that Schwartz was able to bear the costs,
After once attracting the attention of the Court, Mr,
Eger began a tirade against the injustice of the whole
proceeding. The Court tried to rap him to order, but
he went right on and said that a Catholic priest had
done the same thing only a few days ago, and nothing
had been done about it, a child having been taken away
from Mr, 3Slevin.

This brought Missionary Slevin to his feet and he re-
plied that no child had "been taken away from him.

The attorneys here put in a word or two, the Judge ham-

mered on his desk, the sheriff yelled at Mr, Eger and

Mr, Slevin who were having a wordy war, but nothing

could stop them until Mr. Price took hold of Gen., Slevin

and told him %9 sit down, and the sheriff did the same

for Mr, Eger,B6

Only one ugly aspect of the case remained. Charles

Kent, attorney for Price, joined several others in warning
Rabbi Eger not to carry the case any further. But Kent
turned the warning into a threat. 'He told Eger that if he
pursued the matter "his whole previous history and career
would be shown up in a manner that would not be at all pleas-
ant for him.87 Eger, who had made a similar threat against
Price earlier, seemed willing to retreat. But it was Rosa
Englander who had the last word, at least according to the
newspaper account:

Mrs, Englander says that her husband kicked her out of

doors, and then went away and left the children with
her and did nothing for their support for nearly four

861114,
871piq.
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years, and the idea of his being able to care for them
now was gbsurd, as he had written tg her thagshe was
working in Waco for $h a week and his board.

Lilly Englander stayed with Price, and, to some ex=-
tent, he exploited her--using her as evidence to the commun-
ity of his generosity and good works., Even the Blade took
exception on January 27, 1879 when Pricet!s speaking program
inecluded a song-prayer by young Lilly Englander and the |
scriptural verse which introduced the child read "When my
father and mother forsake me, the Lord will take me up,."
Showman Price got great applause as he led Lilly to the stage?9

As for Rabbi Eger, he had been branded a trouble-maker
in a time of peace--a religious fanatic in a community which
was having difficulty sustaining a congregation, In March
1880 a somewhat haughty notice appeared in the Blade:

Rabbi Eger will not be a justice of the peace because of
Joen ol Pl ey thevetors. and benafit the eity of his
Y, erefore, and benefi e city o is
adoption in other matters, 90 -
Before too long Eger had adopted another city. In January
1881, when he married Gisela Hofman and William Ffeeland; he
was identified as "Dr, Eger of Jackson, Michigan.," Later that

year he moved to Madison, Indiana, >

88114,

89Toledo Blade, January 27, 1879. The Census of 1880
shows the Prices with a nine-year-old daughter named Nina.

9OToledo‘Blade, March 31, 1880,

91Toledo Blade, January 29, 1891; American Israelite,
October 1l;, 1881, 1263 in March 1883 the congregation in
Madison called the Rev, Mr, Eppstein of Schenectady, and no men-






Chapter Eight: THE FABRIC OF LIFE

While it may be defensible to speak of a Jewish com-
munity in Tolede in the 1840's and 1850's, it was no longer
pessible to group the city's Jews into & single community
or even two communities by the 1870ts. The ways of life
among Toledots Jéws were as varied aa tﬁoae of any non-
Jewish segment of the city. There were the old settlers
who were circumspect and wealthy; there were the atruggling
newcomers, many of them trying to raise large families:
there were the itinerants, testing the locale and sometimes
brushing up sagainst licensing laws and other obstructions;
and there were those who remained outside of any Jewish
grouping--intensely individualistic, setting their own
style.

The foremost example of the individual Jew in the
1870's and 1880's was, again, Guido Marx, It is iﬁportant
to tske another look at him in middle age because of the
role he played in the community and even peripherally in
the nation. By ﬁhe early seventies Marx's brothers were
dead, and he was the patriarch, not only of his large family
(sleven surviving children), but also of his brothers! wives

1

and their children.,~ In the early part of the decade he

lwhen Emil Marx's daughter, Emma, was married to
Frederick Seibert in 1876, her uncle, then mayor, performed

191
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served in the state legislature, appsrently with distinc-
tion. His laat days as a lawmaker were extremely stormy,
however,

The cause 6f the trouble was a bill introduced into
the state senate by E.D. Potter of Toledo., It Was an amend -
ment of the municipal code which would abolish the p&ard
of councilmen and the waterworks trustees, and consolidate
municipal administration in the hands of the aldermen and
a board of three truétees which would include the mayor.2
The amendment was drawn in such a way, and with suéh excap=
tiona, that it applied only to Tovledo, and for most of the
legislators the matter was initially of little concern.
Marx led the fight to call attention to the power grab and
the elitiam which he said was inherent in the reorganization
bill. As a pesult, the issue was widely discussed in Colum-
bus and became a party measure. It wae only narrowly de-
feated, and during the course of the bitter fight some ¢’
Marx's opponents charged that he did not really speak for
the people of Toledo. He was infuriated by the allegation.

Marx received a tremendous welcome when he returned
- from Columbus. He and his fellow representative, R. C,

Thompson, wera conveyed from the depot to the post office

the ceremony (TLoledo Bladef May 10, 1876)., ©See also Guido
Marx, "The German HLlement," in Clark Waggoner, ed., A His-
tory of the City of Toledo and Lucas County, Ohio {New York
and Toledo: Munsell and Company, 1888), 7hli. Marx care-
fully identifiles his brothers' daughters who have become’
teachers.

°The text of the Potter bill appeared in the Commep-
¢ial, January 11, 1875,
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steps where Marx msde a rousing speesch celebrating the cde-
feat of the Potter bill.- He thanked his supporters "in the
name of liberty, in the name of free rewresentation, and in
the name of self govermment in Toledon." Marx was promptly
and spontaneously nominsted for mayor.LL There seems every
indication that he accepted the nomination because the charge
of his fellow legislator was still sounding in his ears,
What better way to prove that he represented the people of
Tolede than to be elected mayor of* the city?5

The fight in Columbus had been an ugly, partisan con-
test and Potter was not & good loszer, He returned to the
city about the same time as Marx and immediately involved
himself in the mayoralty campaign. He pointed out that Marx
counted among his supporters some of the religious "fanatics"
of the c¢ity, such as John Osborn, president of the Young
Men's Christian Association, and Jim Brown, who was "another

6

and worse fanatic than Osborn."

' 3007 edo Commercipnl, March 31, 1875, See also the
Blade for the seme date. Both papers refer to a fifty gun
salute for Marx and Thompson, although that may have been a
figure of speech,

hJohn Osborn suggested Marx for mayor at the informal
reception. The Republican City Convention endorasd him the
following merning (Toledo Blade, April 1, 1875),

Sﬂarx said when he accepted the nomination that he
wanted to establish that he did represent the people of
Toledo (Toledo Blade, April 1, 1875), His refusal to run
for a second term "for personal ressons"™ confirms that he
had made his point.

6Tolegg Commercial, April 2, 1875. Considering his

background, Marx was in strange company when he accepted the
support of the YMCA which had worked to defeat Kraus four
years eagrlier.
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And then Potter outdid himself, According to the
Commefcial, he said

Now, & few words about Guido Marx., Who is he anyway’?
A Jew and an aspostate to all religions and to anything
good, Now, I say that we want to come squarely up to
the fight, and if we can't put up a man that can beat
this Jew then we ought to be d«==-d,

Potter further reflected his bitterness wher he said that

Marx was really not responsible for the defeat of his bill:

"Marx never did amything," Judge Potter said, "to de-
feat the Bill, but read from that nasty Toledo Commep-
cial., His way had been to blather around the House
among the members, without any point to his suggestions."
At one time he said he tried to make out what Marx did
mean, and heard him making a spesch, or something that
he (Marx) would probably call a speach, He resd from s
big stack of Commercials and tried to tell something;
but it was all such a mess of jargon that he (Potter)
couldn't understand him, and had finally given up in
disgust. :

Mr, Potter closed by saying that they had been beaten by

treachery, but that they would not give up the Bill and

its principles and that by nominating good straight men

they would "beat those plunderers, Marx, the apostate

Jew, and the whole pack of fanatics and crusaders,"

Fortunately for the city and its people, mayoralty

campaigns were very short in those days., Marx returned from
Columbus on March 31, was officially nominated the next day,
and was elected on April 5, Potter delivered his inflam-
matory speech at a third ward Democratic caucus on the eve-~
ning of April 1, But sven in so short an interval Potter's
intemperate comments created quite a stir,

The Blade editorialized that Potter had attacked not

only Marx, but all Jews, Thasy accused Potier of being "about

TTolodo Commercisl, April 2, 1875,
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Meanwhile Potter was trying to set the record atraight,

The Commercisl haed misquoted him. What he really said was
somewhat different, and it went like this:

The desperation of the Republican cause is manifest when

the Young Ments Christian Association takes the lead in

bringing to the front an gpostate Jew as their standard

bearer and the crusaders endorse a whisky seller and

chief of the whisky ring as a candidate for municipal

honor., And I added, if we cannot bring out & candidate
who can heat this apostate, we ought to be d-~--d, This

last part of the remark was made with somes warmth and,
1 admit, might have been more mildly emphasized.
1 have no objection to any men's belief on the subject
of religion in a political sense, I am in favor of tol-
eration in its broadest sense, I have voted for Cathe
olics, Protestants, and Jews and even men of no pronounced
religion for office, and my allusion to Mr., Marx was only
to show the inconsiigency of the parties who were rally~
ing to his support.,
The Commercim]l ran the two versions--the one it printed origi-
nally and Potterts-~-side«by-side, set in half-column widths,
so that the voters could make their choices,

Marx won with a plurality of 173 votes.13 He was
Toledots twenty-firat mayor, the second German and the ‘second
Jew, Although he had probably never planned to be mayor of
the e¢ity, he did the job thoroughly and efficiently, insisting
on the greatest economy of government, He even went through
claim ordinances item by item, vetoing any expenditure which
he believed was excessive., Prisoners at the jail, for exampla,
could be fed on twenty-five cents a day, he was au:r-e.nL One

of his biggest problems seems incredible a century later:

12p510d0 Commercial, April 3, 1875.

13Toledo Blade, April 6, 1875,
1L"'I‘oleido Blade, May I, 1875,
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citiiens were bothered by cows running loose in the streets,
wandering into people's yards, breaking down fences, and
otherwise contributing to urban congestion. Impounding the
cows only invited the wrath of their owners, some of whom
would not even retrieve their animals but instead milked
them in the city's enclosure.ls Eventually funds to main-
tain the pound were cut off and the cows wandered about as
before, For the efficient Guido Marx, this was a frus-
trating situation.16
Marzx was a man with a sense of history. His annual

report to the common council in 1876, the centennial year,
looked back to the beginning of the nation and traced the
history of the Maumee Valley., He was iﬁpressed by the rapid
growth of the "Future Great City" and pointed to 1845 when
Toledo had been a "struggling village with not over four
thousand inhabitants," And then he continued:

What has been accomplished during the 1life of this first

generation? The struggling village of four thousand

inhgbitants has increased to a prosperous city of sixty

thousand souls, emcompassing both sides of a broad nave

igable stream, and gccupiing a territory of twenty-one

and a hglf square miles,l7?
Perhaps for the Thorners, Joseph Roemer and Jacob Landman,
who had experienced that development, Marx's message had a

special meaning., By using 1845 as a point of comparison,

he could have been talking about them,

15To1edo Blade, July 2, 187%.

16Gyido Marx, "Mayor's Message to the Common Council,"
in Scott's City Directory, 1876-77, L47.

171pi4,, 36.
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Marx felt honored to be the only Ohioan among the
judges, and he explained his special pleasure to the people
at home:

Being the only Ohiocan in the group, 1 was, on the re-
ception of the news of the nomination of Governor Hayes,
very cordially complimented, and instrcted to telegraph
him the eongratulations of all the foreign and American
judges which I did with the greates of plsasure,
The Philadealphians are very friendly in inviting us to
e number of private and other sociables, For next
Tuesday evening Mr., George W, Childs requesats the pleas-
ure of meeting the Judges of the International Exhibi~
tion and on Wednssday evening A,T, de Carvalho Borges,
President of the Brazilian Commission, wishes to see ug
at the Union League House, perhaps to meet Dom Pedro,
Characteristically, Marx*s l3«page report on the judging was
carefully prepared, and it was accorded the leading position
in the printed volume which summed up the proceedings, In
addition to his salary of $600, he received a special bronze
medal in recognition of his service.zl

There can be no guestion that Guido Marx and his
family lived well, In 1878 when the Marxes celsbrated their
twenty~fifth wedding anniversary, the Blade made a special
point that the reception commitee was both "well-known Amer=~
lean snd German gentlemen of the city" and that Mr, and Mrs,
Marx "received their friends, embracing a great number of the
foremost citizens of Toledo." The menu for the party was re-
marknble,'but the wines, in tha words of the Blade, were sim-

Ply superb:

2071414,

2leo1sdo_Blade, Maren 29, 1878,
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It is very rare anywhere that such a g¢grte is placed
before any company. Markebrunner 21 .years old, Madeira
25 years old, and sherry that had passed its 29th year,
are tipples that would excite the admiration of the
most exacting wine connoisseur.

Under the mellowing influences of these generous fluids,
sociality and good feeling were soon at flood tide.

The evening's program consisted of speeches by the Congrega-
tional minister, Charles Markscheffel, by the Jewish teacher
Martin Friedberg, by General Wager Swayne, and by John Lip-
man who read an original poem in German. Dancing followed.22
While Guido Marx was mayor of Toledo, judging wines
in Philadelphia, and sending greetings to a presidential
candidate, there was another Jew in the city, also highly
individualistic, who provides a dramatic contrast in life
style. We are fortunate to know of him from a single story
in the Elggg headed "A Wandering Jew," and subheaded, "One
of the Queer People Who Have Drifted Into Our City--An
Oriental Taylor." BHis name was Abraham Singer.23
| Singer was a venerable looking man with a full high
forehead and a "Hebrew cast of countenance.," He lived with
his family in a shanty on St. Clair street that served both
as shop and home:
The man and his family live and have their being in the
little shop, the open front of which permits every act
to be scrutinized by those who pass on the sidewalk,
At one time they are busily engaged in sewing, another

they seem to be playing interminable games of dominoes,
in which they get fiercely interested, and sometimes

22Toled Blade, March 1, 1878,

2310)edo Blade, August 18, 1875
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over our "great and glorious land," He thinks our
boasted "freiheit" is a delusion and a snare, As near

as can be ascertained this low opinion of our institu-
tions is caused by the fact that some small boys annoyed
him and assanlted him and he could obtain no redress from
the police., He thinks Cairo, Egypt is the best place

in the world for a poor man, but is candid enough to add
that if he had come out here when he was a young man, with
mors energy and coursasge, he might have come to like the
country exceadéggly. As it is, he s3ighs for the flesh
pots of Egypt.

Abrahem Singer did not move dn, at least not immedi-
ately, There was an Abraham Singer listed off and on in the
eity directories until 1886-87. He was a tailor on St, Clair
street until 1880-81; after that the directory shows an Ab=
raham Singer who had a fruit stand on Summit street and who
lived in the Lenk Block, This may have been scmeone 3159.26

If we permit Guido Marx, mayor and first citizen, and
Abrahsm Singer, traveling tailor, to represent contrasting
1ife styles in the eity in the 1870's, there were many other
Jews whom we must locate somewhere in between the two, Of
these the o0ld German Jews are the sasiest to document and
therefore to describe, Life for them was pleasant and com-
fortable, marked with freguent parties, excursions, and
visits, The newspapers were full of this kind of socilalizing,
as, for exsmple, when thes Rosmers celebrated their eldest
daughter!s wedding anniversary:

A Plegsant Time~-The lawn fete given last evening by Mr.
and Mrs, Joseph Roemer at their residence, 113 Cherry

25T01edo Blads, August 18, 1875,
26

Scottts Cit Dir ctory, 1876-77, Lho; R,L, Polkls
City Directory, 188]1- 50,
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street, in honor of the 10th anniversary of their daugh-
terts zMrs. Dr, F, Moasbacher of Saginaw City) tin wed-
ding was a grand affair, The grounds were illuminated
and filled with the friends of the family, Music, danc=
ing and an elegant repast formed the order of the evening,
and not until a late hour did the highly elated guests
depart. An amusing event of the occasion was thes giving
of presentas to the bride, Mrs, Mosszbacher, most of them
being tin., They consisted of watches, fine sets of
Jewelry, chains, mnecklaces, bracelets, toilet sets, etc.
Among the presents was one more noticed then the rest,

a pair of slippers of immense size made of tin with the
inscription upon it, "Long Feat," a take-off on a lady
who always calls a lawn fete, "long feet," The whole af-
fair was a most complete success é?d one long to be re-
membered by all who were present,

A similar example was the tenth wedding anniversary of
Leopold and Ida Franc who invited only their relatives and
who ended up entertaining one hundred people in the German
Hall, Highlight of that evening was a two-act play entitled
"One Must Marry" in which the leading roles were taken by
N/athan/ Keauffman, G/ustave/ Heyn, Mrs. A/Tbert7 Rosenthal,
and Rosalie Heyn. There was also an original poem in Gsrman
and the usual "sumptuous repast and dance."28

The houses the German Jews lived iﬁ were among the
best in the city, Here is the description of Henry Sternts
home which was new in 1875:

Henry Stern, of the fimm of Roemer and Stern Brothers,
manufacturers of and wholesale dealers in elothing,
piece goods and furnishing goods, built last year, a
vory handsome brick residenca at the corner of 18th and
Madison streets, The roof line is varied by a number
of pleasing devices, The external walls are painted and

sanded, and the doors and windows have ornamental arche
- traves, The rooms are handeome and spacious, and fitted

27951 ed0 Blade, August 16, 1876,
28To;edo Bla&a, October 11, 1875.
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up with thorough elegance, and with all the modern im~
provements, The coal and furnace rooms, laundry, kite-
chen and store-rooms are in the cellar; on the first
floor are parlors, sitting rooms, library, and front
and side halls, the former affording entrance from Mad-
ison street, the latter from Eightesnth street, The
second steory is devoted to beggooms. The house cost
$9,000. C, Schon, architect.
Eighty psople gathered for the hoﬁsewarming at Henry Stern's
in November 1875, Théra was food, dancing, and the usual
toasts, offered by the usual people, among them Rabbi Eger,
Hartin Priedberg, Max Eppatein, and Jacobd Landman.30 And
when it was all over Henry Stern still had enough money to
give his niece a piano for a wedding present early in 1876,
As for the visiting back and forth, perhaps the ex-
cerpts from a single column in the Ispaelite will serve to
illustrate the kind of leisumre which some of the Jewish
residents had acquired, The items condensed below are
typical of those appearing in the Israelite throughout the
1880*s. They were printed in mid~February, an indication
that the traveling was not seasonal, In fact, it seemed to

be a way of life.31

29Richard Edwards, Toledo: Historical and Deseriptive:
The Businesse sa Men i 878 (Toledo: Commercial
ompany, 756), .

30To;ego Blade, Novembar 16, 1875, When Leopold Franc
bullt a house at the cormer of 12th and Madison streets in
1883, the American Israelite identified Madison as “one of
2?e more fashionable streets of the eity" (November 23, 1883,

3115 June 1882 the correspondent"Shomer" commented on
the great exodus from the city as many people went abroad.,
He said it seemed to be the fashion to go "abroad you know,"
even though many had not seen the Rocky Mountains, Yosemite
Velley, or even the nearest places of interest (American
‘Israslite, June 23, 1882, L11).
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Miss Helen Kraus is visiting a sister in Chicago.

Miss Sabrina Hirschman is in New York,

Miss Dora Stern is visiting friends in Fort Wayns,

Louis M, Cohen, who has been a year at his parents! in
Cincinnati has returned.

Martin Hertff is prospecting for silver or its equiva-
lent near Leadville, Colorado,

One prominent young men died in Omaha, Nebraska.

Miss Tillie Schonfeld of Chicago is visiting Miss Hattie
Black of Indiana avenue,

Miss Ella Hart quite recently received an appointment as
teacher of primary classes in one of our public
schools, There are two other Jewish teachers, Mr,
Martin Friedberg and Miss Lena Singer,

The Roller Skating Rink (skating on rollers has become
a perfect mania here) counts smong the champion
skatists quite 2 few of our Jewish maidens who are
considered among the best and most graceful gliders
in the rink,

Mr., Lazarus, formerly of Warren, Ohio, is sbout to oggn
an extensive clothing esteblishment in this city.

The writer of the above bits of news deplored the
fact that there was no social organization among the local
Jews with the exceptione of the Ladiest Hebrew Benevolent
Society and "a very prosperous lodge of Btnai Btpith,"

Socislly, I am sorry to say, we are at a standstill.
The ancient game of "Solo" and other innocent (277)
games of cards predominate as pastimes among both young
and o}g,’and such a thing as a social club is not known
here,
That condition continued until Janmary 29, 1889, when the
Jewish elub of Toledo, called the Progress Club, was char-
tered and rented quarters on Ontario street.3h

The German Jews were sminently respectable people,

and any hint of scandal was troublesome to them. They took

32Americgn Israelite, February 20, 1880, 3.

331p14.
Mpeyia Alexanders"History of the Jews in Toledo,"

Reform Advgcgtg (Chicago), June 20, 1908, 16; Toledo Blade,
December 7, 1 .
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exception, for example, to an article in the Sunday Journsl
sometime in September 1876, which they said slandered a
young Jewess, and was causing great indignation and loud de-
nials,3® The Sunday Journal has not survived, but a Commer-
cial of the same week offers a hint of what the fracas was
all about:

Two Toledoans, Mr. S, Cohen and Miss Rachel Gitskey,

were on board the Canads Southern train which was

wrecked guesday night, Fortunately both escaped without
3
injuary,

Editors of the 1870's were intrigued with stories of couples
running away together, of thwarted elopements, of intercep-
tions by irate fatﬁers or even more irate husbands, They
weres a commonplace in the news, and the fact that "S, Cohen"
and Rachel Gitskey were on the same wrecked train was bound
to raise s few‘eyebrows. The Sunday Journal probably em-
bellished the story and brought forth the indignant Jewish
responsse,

| Samﬁel Stettiner was one member of the German Jewish

community who must have been a trial to his more circumspect

35America Israglite, October 6, 1876, 6.

' 36To%ed% Commercial, September 23, 1876. It is not
clear who + Cohen” was although the Commercial identified
him a8 a Toledogn., It is reasonable to assume that they did
not mean S/Imon/ Kohn who was then sixty-seven years old.

A.3, Cohen is listed in the city directory as "S, Cohen" under
Cohen and Koch, the firmm name; this is probably an error.
There is also a directory listing for Samuel Kohn, Jr,, who
was the son of Simon and who graduated from the high school
in.1873. Whoever the man was, the disgrace fell upan the
girl, and Rachel Gitskey, who had graduated from high school

in 1874, was probably sbout twenty years old at that time

(Scottts City Diysct 876-77, 161, 301, 302; tombstone
of S. Kohn in Woodlswn cemetery;.
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relgtives and friends, He was probably always a quarrel=-
some man, Consider the following card which appearsd in
the newspapers in 1872:

On the first of Jamary, when the German society had a
benefit in their hall on St, Clair street, Mp. Sam
Stettiner, who had been drinking with some friends,
without any provocation, insulted me, while 1 waz guiet=-
1y looking on at a game of billiards in the lowsr room,
and in e rowdz-like manner, used most insulting epithets
and swearing "I can liek you &c, raising his clenched
Tist close to my face; naming a number of other members
and sayingT "They are all » they have blackballed
me,"” ete,”’

The very long cerd was signed by Chris Daudt, the owner of a
general store, and attested to by several other members of
the club, Daudt explained that only the prasence of ladies
and gentlemen at supper in the adjoining room kapthim from
responding to the insult. Instead he 1laid the case before
the German society at its next meeting on January 8 with

the request that the group deal with it,

On the motion of the Honorable William Krause, a commit-
wes appointed to hear the testimony and report at the
naxt meeting, A number of witnesses before the committee
corroborated the alleged insults by Mr, 8, agzinst me

and the others, The grudge, as stated by the witnesses
and Mr, Stettiner himself, in conversation was owing to
the fact that I snd a number of other members had "blacke
balled” him several years ago when he applied for read-
mittance as a member of the socisty after having withdrswn
from it on aceount of an altercation and suppressed fight
(only some coats tore--no blood) between him and some
othars at a party in the society, (It is proper to say
here that the vote by ballot decided against his read-
mittance but that he was proposed again to the same meet-
ing and the ballot at the last was in favor of his ad-
mittance),

31001edo Blsde, February 7, 1872.
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Daudt went on to describe his grievances, He said
that at the meeting of February 5, presided over by Jaesob
Landman, who had been elected president in January, there
wes a great deal of fillibustering and subterfuge, inter-
spersed with considerable logic snd comieal farce on the
part of the friends of Mr, Stettiner about the responsibi«
lity of an intoxicated membewr. And finally, on moction of
ﬁilliam Kraus, the proceedings of the previous meeting were
reconsidered and declared null and void. A motion to read
the report of the committee was voted down. The complain-
ant and defendent were hesard, witnesses were not rermitted
to talk, and Kraus moved that because the altercation toock:
place in s part of the German Hall to which outsiders sas
well as members have aceess, the case was not under the
jurisdiction of the socisty., The motion carried, Eight
members including Daudt proteéted the handling of the whole
inecident, and it.looks as if Krauns and Landman took the
lenad ir covering up for their rowdy compatriot.38

Several years later Sam Stettiner got involved in
8 controveray which was even more seriocus. This time the
problem was with hia second wife, Mary, and a suit for di-
vorce was filed fiest in 1882 and then reinstituted some two

yeanrs 1ater.3.9 3tettiner was married February 16, 1878.

381pi4.

39Toledo Blade, February 8, 1882; American Israelite,
J&nuary 2, 1 5’ 6,



His wife, who was not Jewish, made life miserable for him,
or so he charged when he filed his original divorce astion,
He said that Mary was habitually drmink and cruel and that
she threw kitchen utensils =t him.LLO

The case had repercussions for the German Jewish com-
munity becsuse Mary Stettiner accused the Jews of interfer-
ing in the couple’'s affairs and causing their marital gif-
ficulties.hl Again, as in the case of elopements and runa;
ways, divorces were big news in the 1870's, and thes Stet-
tiners got a great deal of publicityge Max Eppstein reported
the case to the readers of the Israelite in the following

way:

40py1ed0 Blage, February 8, 1882.
hlémggjggn Israelite, January 2,'1885, 6.

uEMax Eppstein said that much had been written in the
local press (Amepican Israslite, January 9, 1885, 2), One
story in the Ioledo Blade was so bizarre and probably so un-
true that the editors did not dare to dignify it by uaing
full names., They wrote only of an old gentleman named Samuel
‘'who had married children, and his second wife, Mary, who had
been twice widowed. The story was headed "How Gore Was
Avoided," and subheaded "The Efforts of an 01d Man in the
Fifth Ward to Wed a Young Bride, and How it Was Providentially
Thwarted and Justice Appeased,”™ In its best melodramatic
style the newspaper than told the story of the older man
courting his son's fiancee after the son hed been called to
California on business, Just as he was about to marry the
young girl-~the participants were gathering for the ceremony
~-the son returned, threatening from afar to kill his father,
The old man then took the expedient way out; he married the
girl's mother instead and the entire bridal party swore that
had been his intention all slong. The young people were also
married at the same time (Toledo Blade, October 18, 188L).
Older members of the Toledo Jewish community have never
heard this story and believe it to be incorrect, Young Sam
Stettiner, for example, did go to California, but he was
naver married,
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Scandal«~-A citizen who has lived here many years forgot
his religion and took a wife of another faith who drank
and caroused and scolded the master of the house, whose
love for their two children was the only cause for end-
ing an earlier separation. A divorce s&%t is now pend-
ing and rich developments are expected.

Eppstein then uéed the story as an excuse to take off on his
favorite theme:

I have often been asked by some of our fellow citizens:
Are there any Israelites in Toledo that show by devo-
tional exercises or any outright demonstrations the
teachings of their ancestors? I hardly know, for shame,
what to reply and especially when I am reminded so often
by the use of the word Jew which repeatedly finds its
way into public print here, and solely out of the disre-
gard and slur to our race and no one to defend it. A
‘Toledo Israelite is not respected nor can his influence
be felt anywhere in consequence of his carelessness and
indifference to his peligion, all of which is the cause
of the misuse and connection of his name in the preas in
such a manner. In some respects, however, the Toledo
Israelite is benefitted by reason of his disregard, if
such it can be termed, of his religion. For instance,
in the case of the pending divorce suit mentioned above,
the leading defense of the wife is that the Jews here
are the sole cause of the alleged trouble. How easy it
is to prove that there is no such thing as a Toledo Jew
and the above excuse will prove to no avail.

Eppstein's sarcasm was part of his continuing cem-
paign to raise Jewish consciousness and goad the community
into responsibility. Two days after he composed his letter
to the Israelite someone else wrote from Tolsdo to report
that the differences between Samuel 3tettiner and his wife

had been "amicably adjusted" and that Stettiner had gone home%h

a3Americgg Israelite, January 2, 1885, 6, This arti-
cle was dated December 26, 1884 and signed "Justice," a pom
de plume used by Eppstein.

m‘Lémer-icgg Israelite, January 9, 1885, 2. This arti-
cle was dated Docember 28, 188l and signed "Maumes,"




The arrangement did not remain smicable Ffor long, and
the aituafion was undoubtedly a tense one for Stettiner,
Shortly after the first of January, 1885, he became involved
in sn altercation with Jacob Landmsan, his brother-in-law
snd business partner. The quarrel was mentioned in the
newspapers and attributed to remarks which Lundman made about
Mary Stettiner. This Landman denied and the reporter asked
hims

“Then your fight had no connection with Mr. Stettiner's
family trouble?"

"Not at alle~it was only a war of words about our business
matters--something that has occurred often befors, I
don't need to say anything about my partner's family, and
I don't see how I could well say anything to wound him
after a&% he himself has zaid in his petition for a di-
vorce,"

Stettiner's troubles continued, and in 1886 suits were
filed for the third time. Mary Stettiner began the action,
and her husband filed a counter suit seeking custody of the
two children. The trial was a notorious one with the court-
room closed to all but the principals and their witnesses.
Nevertheless details found their way into the newspaper,
ineluding stories that Mrs, Stettiner hired an organ grinder
with monkey to play dismal tunes on her frort porch all day,
and her insistence on celebrating both "Samt's Sunday" (Sat-

urday) and her own with heavy drinking.MD The divorce was

granted to Sam Stettiner on his cross petition on January 19,

45r01edo Blade, Jamuary 5, 1865, 1.

u6Tolgdo Blade, Jamuary 12, 1887, 1.






21l

wWere married and left Toledo., Some, like Belle Eppstein and
the widowed Rosetta Wiler, came back., Carrie Pranc, who went
to school in Washington, D.C., married Lewis Strassburger
of that city and they lived in Toledo.52

Among the most notable additions to the German Jewish
group was Gotthilf Bloch, who immigrated from Wurttemberg in
185&.53 Bloch came from a rabbinical family and had received
a good educstion in Europe, including instruction in Hebrew
language and literature, When he first came to the United
States Bloch went to Valparaiso, Indiana where he joined a
business firm. In 1871 and 1872 he was appointed by the
Indiana legislature to be a director of the Noarthern Indi-
ana Prison at Michigan City., In 1872, also, he served as
the Indisna delegate to the International Prison Congress in
London, He arrived in Toledo in 1882 to become a member of
the Roemer and Stern clothing firm. Joseph Roemer was re-
tiring and the firm was renamed Starn and Bloch. Gotthilf
Bloch's son Moses was attending Notre Dame when his family
moved to Toledo, He was gradusted in 1883 and received a
law degree from the University of Michigan in 1885, 1In

1886 Moses Bloch began the practice of law in Toledo, ot

52American Israelite, September 5, 188L, 7; April 2,
1886, 10,

53Chapter One, n. L.

ShAIexandar, "History of the Jews in Toledo," 20;

Polk's City Directory, 1881-82, 566; Tolado Blade, December
15, 1952,
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Ahother family group, not newcomers and not Gerﬁan,
was augmented during these years, and it certainly deserves
to be considered among the more affluent members of the éom;
munity. This was the Black family, emigrants from Hungary
in the 1850t's, According to family records, the Blacks were
overseers and managers of the estate of a Hungarian noble~
man who was an sbsentee landlord, and they were very well
off in Europe--affluenf enough to hire a tutor named Fried-
lander for their children. The Blacks became involved in
the Hungarian nationalist revolt of 18,,8-49, and some of the
members of the family came to America with Louis Kossuth,
They settled in Cleveland and slowly lost their capital--
reported to be $100,000 in gold-~in five different business
ventures, The sixth, the manufacture of cloaks and suits,
way successful., Lazar Black, the brother who in Hungary was
responsible for marketing the estate products, led the branch
of the family which entablished itself in Toledo. His son,
Alexander, became a prosperous Toledo merchant.55

Alexgnder Black arrived in America in 185l when he

55The family name was Schwartz; it was changed to
Black in order to sound more American (Interview with Mrsa,
Robert Zimmewman, granddaughter of Alexander Black). 4n
interesting genealogy of the Loveman-Black family has been
prepared by May Loveman Sobel and is deposited at the Ameri-
can Jewish Archives, Cincinnati. Mrs., Sobel's record con-
tains colorful anecdotes although it is probably inaccurate
in places, 1t seems unlikely, for example, that the family
both had great wealth and traveled with Kossuth who was so-
lieciting monetary support for the Hungarian cause in the
eities and towns of America, See Ronald K. Huth, "Louis
?ggsgth in Ohio," Northwest Ohio Quarterly, Summer, 1968,

- 17.
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was twenty-two years old, He came to Toledo from Detroit
in 1861 and his business was candy and toys in partnership
with BE,S, Simon (this may have been one of the five unsuc-
cesaful family ventures), Two years later Black had switched
to the manufacture of hoop skirts and was associated with
A, Sampliner who also boarded with the Blacks, In 1867
Alexander Black had still another partner, Jacob B, Barth
of Grand Rapids, Michigan, and the firm had expanded to deal
in hoop skirts, corsets, and notions, By 1870 Barth had
been replaced by Samuel Hofman, a fellow Hungarian, and
that partnership continued for more than a decade, In the
late 1880's, hoop skirts having fallen from fashion, Alex=-
ander Black was making cloaks and shirtwaists., At .that time
he employed 275 people in the manufacturing side of the bus-
iness and had seven salesmen on the road, He was joired in
Toledo by his father and by two brothers, Herman and Julius,
and other members of the family operated L. Black and Company
in Detroit., Several of the Blacks remained in Cleveland.56
Alexander Black's sister, Ernestine, married the
family tutor, Adolph Friedlander, and she came to Ameprica
end to Toledo in 1876, Her father, whe had been living with

the prosperous Alexander, went immediately to live with

56 Interview with Mrs, Robert Zimmerman; Scott's City

Dipgctory, 186k, 1866 1861 l 703 Manufacturing and Mer-

tile Reso ces Toledo and Perrvsburne:
A Descriptive, Hlﬂtorlcal and Statlstlcal Review (Toledo,
1832) 797; J.A, Miller, Illustrated Review of Toledo, Chi:
(Toledo. Enterprise Review Publishing Company, 1 E
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Ernestine and her husband, and their home became a gathering
place for Hungarian Jews until 1890 when Lazar Black died
and Ernestine Friedlander moved to Chicago. The elder Black,
who lived to be eighty~seven, was an absent-minded old gentle-
man who spent his time translating Hebrew books into German.
. Ezeh time he ventured out his wife went through his clothes
carefully in order to return the'things he accidentally put
in his pockets, His grﬁndchildren remembered him because of
a copper snuff box full of pennies which he always carried
for them,>' |

Another group of Jews who did well in the city but
who did not have as much money as the early Ge&man gettlers
and the Alexander Black family were the Hollanders who were
importaﬂt in the founding of the B*nai Israel eongfegation--
the Vgn Noordens, the Oestearmans and the Geleerds.58 Ve
have sohe idea of the Van Noordens and how they lived from
the memoirs of Dr., Louis Effler who grew up with the family
of 3olomon Ven Noorden, Jr., or Sam, as he was called., Effler

describes the city block bounded by Huron, Locust, Erie and

57Sobel, Loveman-Black Family Genealogy, American
Jewish Archives, In the supplement to the geneology Adolph

Friedlander is described as a scholar and an impractical
man, The job of raising their eight children fell largely
to his wife, a frail and tiny woman with one shoulder higher
thar the other as a result of a fall.

: 58The earliest members of the Van Baalen family also
came to Toledo, probably from Detroit, in the late 1870's
and early 1880's, Israel and Rachel Van Baalen worked as
clerks for the Van Noordens and lived in the home of Louis

Ven Noorden in 1881 (Pgolkts Toledo City Directorv, 1878=79,
505; 1881-82, 598),
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La Grange streets as "The Van Noorden Block" because for him
that family was the most prominent on it, ' He knew them well,
and tells a number of stories of their youth, For exsample,
there was the Fourth of July in the nineties when 3Sid Van
Noorden and Effler's brother Erv tried to shoot off a toy
cannon. The powder from the breech hole of the cannon blew
back into thelr faces when they leaned over to find out why
it had not exploded. Effler then describes the reactions of
the two setas of parents:
Well, Sid's mother immediately called their family doc~-
tor! And for the rest of the day Sid was content to
watch the Fourth of July proceedings from the safety of
his front porch-~with his face all swathed %o the eyes
in gauze and bandages, Only two little round peep=-holes
wore permitted, . . .
Mother, however, put Erv to bed--and put a poultice of
freshly grated potatoes on his face, . . « When the
poultices were removed-=-it was seen that all powder
grains had also disappeared from Erv?’s face., In 3ig's
case the doctor was busy . . . in g%cking powder greins
out of his face: for days to come, ' '

The family that emerged from Effler's reminiscenses
was large, diverse, and very much a part of the community,
He never referred to them as Jewish, but said instead that
the Eppstein family who moved into the spacious Simmons
house on Huron street was "one of the few Jewish families
in the neighborhood." Eppstein ran s clothing store at

Orange and Summit streets and talked a loi about his son

Julius who was in Law School in Ann Aprbor. Of him Effler

59Louis R, Effler, My Memoirs of the Gay 90's (Toledo:
Buettner and Breska, 1942), 125, The section entitlad “The

Van Noorden Block" runs from page 123 to 142,
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said:
Julius graduated in law from U, of M,--and has been pPrace
tiecing law in Toledo ever since! An ornament to his pro-
fession, too! Nof the "pushing" type but earnest, plod=
ding and sincere!
Obviously Effler was not without his prejudices, but he never
mentioned religion in connection with hies great and good
friends, the Van Noorden, Jr, family.
He told of the boyas! attempts to collect all the
wooden whistles which the Van Noordens were distributing as
a promotionsal glmmick for the store, and how they were per-
suaded that their action was a restraint of trade. They were
ordered toe break up their growing collections and deliver
their whistles from door to door.61 He eslso described Sig
Van Noorden who went to New York tollearn tailoring and who,
when he got back, amazed his friends by squatting on his
haunches on a bench near the side window of the shop, pulling
his short legs into a true Oriental-~tailor pose.62 Another
of his stories involved the fascination which the legitimate
theatre held for the boys, They would "gmrab an early supper
and race down~town to tszke position at the gallery ent?ance
of the Valentine--there in the Alley--before 6:30 p.m., That
way they could hang on to the door~knob and be 'first in

line.' They were gallery gods for fair." Everybody was

O1pid., 7j.
l1pid., 223,

621114,
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theatre mad, Effler said, in the early nine%ies, and people
went to the Vélentine on theatre night "as religiously as
they went to church on Sundays."63 '
The theater craze also hit the Oesterman family, but
in a different way., They went on the stage. Nathan Cester=
man, patriarch of the family, was a religious man, and his
Irish wife, a convert to Judaism, was conscientious in her
'pesponsibilities., Oesterman even conducted a Beth Din or
rabbinical court in his home on Sunday mornings, He and his
fellow Orthodox Jews believed it was a disgrace for Jews,
to use the c¢ivil courts, and they handled as many problems
as they could internally. Oesterman eventually moved away .
from Orthodoxy and towards Conservatism., He became a founder
of the Conservative Vermont Avenue Temple after the turn of
the century.éu
But Nathan Oesterman was not a solemn man, and his
household must have been one of the liveliest in the city.
Three of his daughters went omrr the stage and married men who
were connected either yith the stage or with the arts. One
daughter, Anna, who used the'stage name Anna Belmont, was
a leading lady with Fohn Drew and was married to Ted Kraué,
an artist, Another daughter, Lillian, spent only a short

time on the stage, but she married Felig Risser who handled

63134,

6L"In‘t:en:'viev.ax with Lewis N, Osterman, son of Nathan
Oesterman. '
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publicity for John Ringling North, who helped promote the
New York Theatre Guild in its early days, and who managed
a number of vaudeville stars, including Al Jolsén. The
third theatrical daughter, Kathryn, was most famous of all.
She was a comedienne who had her own revue on the Keith cir-
cuit for many years, and who frequently appeared at the
Valentine and at the Casino, one of the city's prominent
show places. Her husband, J,J, Rosenthal was a theatrical
manager and their son, Jackie Osterman, became a Keith star
while still a teenager, He died in 1939 at the age of
thirty-seven.65

Nathan Oesterman, himself, tried his hand at many
things, He even owned a wax museum for a time and toured
the United States with it., He would bill himself as"Dr,
Oesterman® of Prance or Holland or somewhere, and give
learned talks on medicine in connection with the show. 4&nd
yet he was a scrupulously moral man. Once when his som got
him a job as a city street inspector, he served only two
woeks, The paving contractors protested loudly when Oester-
man hired the lightest buggy he could find and bumped up _
and down the city streets, carefully noting all the rough
spots. He also lost favor as a juror because he insisted

on asking questions directly from the jury box, to the con-

651bid.; Toledo Blade, August 26, 1956; Tpledo Times,
June 11, 1939, Anna Belmont played the leading juvenile in
"Hands Across the Sea," at the Peoples' Theatre in Toledo
in 1891, She had then been on the stage four years (Ameri-

can Isrgelite, March 19, 1891,7).
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sternation of the attorneys in the various cases, Undoubtede
ly this practice had something‘to do with Oesterman's Sun-
days in the rabbinical court.66

Laman Geleerd, also from Holland, was a cigarmaker.
He was born in 1838, the same year as Oesterman, and came
to Toledo sometime after 1865, His three older children,
Louis, Fannie, and Simon were born in England; and the four
Jounger ones were born in Toledo., The Geleerds were in the
city by 1868 because four-year-old Sammie {Simon) was in-
~ jured by a farm wagon at Summit and Jefferson streets in
August of that year?7 A younger son, Meyer, graduated from
high schoel in 1889 and received an appointment to West
Point whieh Max Eppstein called "an honor to himself, his
parents, and the entire Jewish community."68 The army was
not his real vocation, however; Mayer Geleerd left West
Point after one semester and eventually became an attorney.
Lahman Geleerd was never prominently associated with syn-
agogue affairs although he was a member of Binai Israel.
He was a gregarious man who found satisfaction in lodge
memberships, and he frequently held office in these groups,

He was, for example, one of the charter members and first

officers of Ephraim Lodge #183, Independent Order of Btnai

6Interview with Lewis N, Osterman.

] 67U.S. Bureau of the Census, Tenth Census of the
United States: 1880, Fopulation schedules, Toledo, Scheduls
1, 140A; Toledo Blade, August 28, 1868,

685ﬂericgn Israelite, June 20, 1889, 7.
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B‘rith.69

' One of the earliest Polish Jews in the city was Alies
3. Cohen, born in Warsaw in 1842 and educgted in New York
where he graduated from high school. He moved West in 1866
and was a member of a number of dry goods firms in Toledo,
including that of Joseph Koch., Cohen eventually became pres-
ident of Cohen, Friedlander and Martin, manufacturer of
coats and suits, He was from the first associated with the
Jewish business leaders and with the Reform congregation.To

Unlike Cohen, most Polish Jews in the c¢ity in the

1870t*s and 1880's clustered arcund the Btnai Jacob synagogue,
living on Union, John, Allen énd Woodruff streets, Abraham
Shugarman of Union street arrived in 1868. He was alrasady
a veteran of fifteen years in the United States, having lived
first in Louisiana and then in Zanesville, Ohio, He opened
his own business.in Toledo in 1881. The census of 1880
showed him to be thirty~nine years old, to be living with
his thirty-eight year old wife, Delia, who was alsoc born
in Poland, and with ssven children, all born in Chio, The
oldest child listed, Samuel; was seventeen in 1880, /1

Shugarmants address was 40 Union street, His next

69Toledo Blede, September 16, 1872; August 12, 1943:
telephone interview with Miss Bloehma Geleerd, granddaughter
of Lahman and niece of Meyer,

. 'Nevin 0, Winter, A History of Northwest Ohio, Vol. II
Chicago: Lewis Publishing Company, 1917), 1095-1096.

: ?lMagufacturigg and Mercantile Resources of Toledo,
South Toledo_snd Peprvsburg, s Tenth Census, Toledo,
Schedule I, 88B,

o
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door neighbor, at number 38, was Solomcn Fowder, seventy years
0ld and a peddler, probably of matches, The name Fowder (it
had been Fulvermacher originally) was amusing to the news-
paper writers, and they liked to make puns about it, They
wrote in 1881 about the old match peddler named Powder, and
suggested that the “combination might be an explosive one,"

On another occasion someone entitled a story "Discharge of
Powder," It revea1§ Sclomon Powder to be a pugnacious man,.
especially when he had been drinking, and it also reveals
something of the religious attitudes of fhe time;

Mr, Solomon Powder appeared at the Police Courtthis
morning to answer to a charge of disturbance, preferred
against him by Mr, J. Boff. The unpleasantness arose

out of a religicus discussion, which had been started

in a _saloon on Oak street, and carried on both in Hebrew
and English., Powder is a Jew and Boff a Roman Catholic.
The former made much use of such vile language with re-
spect to the Virgin Mary that Boff vowed he would blow
his brains out if he only had his prevolver with him, He
also threatened to have him stoned to death if he should
repeat such language. Powder replied that he was not in
Rome, but that he breathed the free air of heaven, under
the ‘shadow of the Goddess of Liberty, and, if he desired
to do so, he would repeat his remarks from the top of the
Hall block, Boff was so enraged at the insults hurled at
hls religion that he procured a warrant for Powdenr!s ar-
rest. The language complained of, which was repeated in
court this morning, was without exception the most foul
that it is possible to imagine. Judge Lorenz considered
that both men were equa11¥ to blame, however, and accord-
ingly dismissed the case,’2

Solomon Powderts son, Moses, who started out as a
peddler like his father, was appointed to the police force

in 1881. Two years later he was accused of sleeping on duty

7E_Toledo Blade, February 26, 1880.
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and brought before the policeboard, He said he was i1l and
went inte a bakery on Cherry street to rest, asking the‘
proprietor to c¢call his superior officer. Powder had not
been previously before the board and the chief of police
testified he was a good officer, He got off with a repri-
mand.73
Not many of the Jews who were permanent residents
of the city ev&r got into the local courts, but there were
occasional exceptions, Even Guido Marx was cited and fined
five dollars for fallure to cut the thistlgs on his property.Th
The Gitskeys cohtinued‘to have trouble, usually about sani-
tation and garbage. For example, the following appeared
in 1875:
The attention of the boafd of health is respectfully
called to the condition of affairs in the rear of Git-
skey's Block, St, Clsir street, From an indescribable
compound of old cheese, decayed vegetable and animal
matter, there arises separate and overpowering stinks
which those of Cologne sink into insignificance before.
The spot is a pestiferous one and ought to be cleared,’
In another instance Joseph Gitskey was charged with empty=
ing a large pile of debris onto St. Gléir street in front
of hlis building. When ﬁe refused to remove it the street
commissioner swore out a warrant for his arrest, And there
was a third occasion when the Gitskey Block was reported té

the health officers as being in bad condition: "It is said

that persons rooming in that block have a habit of throwing

73Toledo Blade, August 17, 1882;
™ro1edo Blade, August 10, 1882.

TSToledo Blade, June 25, 1875,
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slops in the basement which is objected to." In 1880 Samuel
Gitskey was found technically guilty on a charge of assault
and battery gnd was fined the witness fees in the case.76
The Gitskeys were not always on the wrong side of
the law, however, They came in for occasional praise, as
in 1871 when Louis Gitskey attempted, through a benefit, to
recoup some of the money he had lost in the operation of the
ice skating rink, The Commergial urged people to attend,
pointing out that "it was principally through Mr, Gitskey's
money and influence that the citizens of Toledo were given
the rink and now that he has become pecuniarily embarrassed,
to a certain extent due to this very enterprise, it seems
‘just and consistent that the citizens should patronize his
benefit." Again, in 1876 when Jonah Gitskey died, the Blade
referred to him as "one of our eldest Hebrew citizens--having
moved here over twenty years ago." Death was from apoplexy
and burial was in the Jewish cemetery on the East side, In
1882 Moses and M,M, Gitskey were forced to make an assign-
ment of their assets, The clothing inventory, valued at
$15,93& and their store were sold at sheriff's sale. The
Blade reported the transaction without editorial comment.

Small scale bankruptcies were frequent news items.77

There were others who made occasional appearances in

76Toledo Blade, February 28, 1878; December 17, 1880,

7751 6d0 Blade, May 4, 18763 June 3, 1882; June 6,

1882,
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police court: Isaac and Philip Cohen pleaded guilty to a
charge of resisting arrest a few days after their trial on
the same charge had resulted in a hung jury. They paid
fines totaling $)40.65 while, the Blade reported, the jury
trial had cost $195.?8 In another case Joseph Levi and
Samuel Rosenblum were arrested for creating a disturbance
on Woodruff avenue, They were fined $5.00 and $3.90 re-
apectively.79 A most unfortunate case was that of Isaac
Levi whom the Blade identified as a "juvenile Jew, arrested
on the complaint of his father for incorrigible conduct.
Three years later sixteen-year~old Isaac Levi drowned in
the river at the foot of Adams street.80
Most of the time it was the itinerants and not the
permanent residents who got into trouble with the law. And
they were usually identified as Jews, a practice which be-
came more prevalent in the 1870's and 1880's. Consider the
following:
Peddling without a license was the charge to which a
sickly looking Israelite answered in the affirmative,
His excuse was that he hadn't snough money to pay for
a license, and so he took the chance of being nabbed,.
He was assessed with a fine of $8,30, but as he had
hothing from which it could be collected, the penalty
was suspended for one hour during which he is expected

to leave Bhe city and pursue elsewhere his peripatetic
business.%l

78¢01ed0 Blade, March 13, 1882.

"9901ed0 Blade, May 16, 1881. .
80Toledo Blade, January 31, 1877; June 29, 1881.
81Tglgdg Blade, May 22, 1871.
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Or there were cases in which no legal action was
taken, but where public ridicule was clearly invited:

The day before yesterday a gentleman of the Jewish per-
suasion, accompanied by a dilapidated old sample case,
was conveyed from the Russel House, Detroit, to the Mich-
igan Central Depot. Everyone who saw the trunk was at

a loss to understand how it stood the journey without
falling to pieces, for it was the most rickety piece of
goods that ever fell into the hands of a hotel porter or
a railroad baggage man,

The box hung together, however, until it was taken into
the Canada Southern baggage room, and checked for Toledo;
and, wonderful to relate, it was landed in this city,

very little the worse for its handling and transporta-
tion. The proprietor of the trunk told the baggage man

to be very careful of his property, because it was deli-
cate and valuable. The trunk was treated with more than
the usual amount of consideration, and left in the baggage
room until noon when its .owner paid a visit.

The moment he beheld it he threw up his hands in horror,
and exclaimed:

"Vy, koot kracious! Mine drunk vos yuined!"

Mr, M H, Scott, Canada Southern baggage agent, remarked
that the trunk certainly had a ruined appearance, It
must have seen hard times,

"Hard dimes, nudding," exclaimed the Jew. "You haf
zmashed ub mine drunk all to pieces. Dos paggage men
vos all tedpeats, anyhow., Dey would pull all de screws
ouat of a drunk, and pull all de nails ouat, und ven dey
vos take *em to de drunk man to get 'em fix up, dey
sharge twenty-five cents and de paggage man go und get
his commeeshen on it."

The idea of getting a commission on a twenty-five cent
job was too funny for anything, and the men in the
paggage room were obliged to laugh.
This made the trunk owner very angry. The story went
an, the dialect continuing, until the disconcerted traveler

took his trunk and left, uttering threats and imprecations

all the way.Ba The next day the Blade ran a follow-up:

82'I'oledo Bleds, October 30, 1879.
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The Jew referred to yesterday, in connection with the
rickety trunk episode, went from here to Tiffin, where
he wrote a complaining letter to the Cansda Southern
authorities in this City, with a bill of $5 damages in-
closed, demanding immediate payment. The letter was
duly received and fell into the hands of Mr. Woodford's
clerk who, by way of a reply, took a copy of last eve-
ning's Blade, drew a blue pencil mark around the trunk
article, and sent the paper to the Israelite's address,
No doubt when that gentleman sees what a ridiculous
figure he cuts in grint, he will conclude to stay fur-
ther proceedings.8

The story about the battered trunk was probably in-
tended to be funny, but there was nothing funny about the
charge against a peddler named Lewis:

This forenoon, if report be true, a Jew peddler named

L, Lewis, attempted a most dastardly crime at the house
of a poor man residing out near Forest Cemetery. Lewis
has a lazy, sneaking look, and would apparently not
hesitate to do almost anything. He was peddling cheap
jewelry out in the suburbs, when he came to a house
where no one but the children were at home. The oldest
was a young girl, and the old brute made proposals to
her offering her some of his snide jewelry, which, of
course, she rejected, Then the peddler attempted to
accomplish his purpose by force. He would no doubt have
succeeded had not some assistance come to hand, The Jew
was arreated by Sexton Rathbong of Forest Cemetery, and
lodged at the Central Station.Ok

As stories of this type increased, the Jews became
alarmed. A local correspondent to the Israelite expressed
a feeling of futility in trying to combat such journalistie
practices: "All endeavors on the part of our co-religionists
to reproach it have proved in vsin against the giant-like

bias possessed by these supposedly fair-minded reporters."85

83Toledo Blade, October 30, 1879.
8l‘LToleui-o Blade, June 29, 1878,

85American-Israelite, January 29, 1886, 2. This ar-
ticle was not signed justice; it was probably not written
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The writer complained that even the smallest offense brought
forth the identification "Jew" while men of other creeds
were called simply by name, no matter how seriocus their
crime. He cited as an example a story in which "a Hebrew
peddler about 40 years old, with burly hair and the dise
tinetly clear-cut features of the children of Israel, etc.,
etc., is arraigned before the court in consequence of pleas
brought againat him by his wife for a divorce."” The editore
of the Americgn Israelite and of the other Jewish papers
also attacked the problem from time to time.86 Toledo
editors, who had shown = particular kind of deference when
dealing with "Hebrew citizens," were certainly no better
than others when it came to "Jew peddlers." But even the
references to the "Jew pick-pockets of the 1850's did not
contain physical descriptions of the defendents as the news-
paper stories of the séventies and eighties were likely to
do.87 -

Just as these journalistic abuses led to the organi-
zation in 1913 of the Anti~Defamation League of the B'nai

B*rith, so did problems of poverty and illness in the late

by Max Eppstein. Eppstein was all in favor of keeping up the
campaign against the identification of eriminals as Jews in
aaézttg§ written March 5, 1886 (American Israelite, March 19,
1 ] [ ] '

86An example of the continuing concern is "Some Ridi-
culous Newspaper Reports in the American Israslite, October
10, 1889, k. In 1874 an attempt was made nationally to re=
move the pejorative verb "to jew" from several American dic-
tionaries. It was only temporarily successful (Toledo Blade,
September 3, 187Y).

8?See Chapter Four, B86-88,
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nineteenth century lead to the comprghensive Jewish welfare
progrem of today. But in those early years, before the wel-
fare network existed, there was considerable long-lasting
hardship which the limited resources of the Hebrew Ladies!
Benevolent Society could do little to ameliorate.88 Rosa
Englander had not known where to turn in 1878 and her solu-
tion for her problem--abandoning her children--was embarrass-
ing to .the city's Jews., Mary Cook (changed from Koch) des;
cribed a similar plight when she wrote to the Israelite |
asking for help in locating her husband Isaac., She was
desperate and disillusioned, Isaac Cook left the city on
April 10, 1877 because, after trying for several years, he
was convinced he could not make a living in Toledo., He
told his wife he had no money, but she later learned that

he had $1,000. Mary Cook went to Chicago where Isaac's
sister lived, and the two women wrote letters and advertised
for him in Leavenworth, Kansas, where they believed him to
be. Mary Cook's major concern was that the burden of sup=-
port for the family had fallen on her thirteen-year-old son,
oldest of four children, who was peddling in and around
Toledo. 5he wanted him to be in school, and she begged Jews

around the country to help her locate her husband.89

8BHost of the ladies' money came from the hops and
balls they sponsored. In 1891 they raised their dues from
feorty-three cents a month to one dollar during the winter
when suffering was greatest (American Isrgelite, December
2k, 1891, 3),

89American Israelite, August 17, 1877, 6. Mary Cook's
letter, written from Chicago, was dated August 7, 1877.
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There was a Jewish orphanage in Cleveland, sponsored
by B'nai B'rith and by individual contributions, and Toled-
oans were donating to it as early as 18?&.90 Tillie Topper,

a young Toledoan, was admitted to the orphanage in 1882, and
several other Toledo children lived there during the eighties.
Max Eppstein became a director of the Jewish Orphan Asylum

in 1890, and as with anything he undertook, he pushed its
cause and asked for éontributions.91

The rudimentary nature of charitable organizations
in Toledo in 1881 made it necessary to organize a subscfiption
campaign to provide for the first of the refugees from the
Russian progroms., The vast influx of BRussian Jews which was
to change the nature of Jewish communities throughout the
country began és a trickle.qe In Toledo there were already
a few Russian Jews. Levi Perlstein, for example, reported
to the census taker in 1880 that he was from Russia and that
both of his parents were born in Russia, Abrasham Singer was

from Russian Poland, and undoubtedly there were others.93

90 smerican Israelite, May 15, 1874, 7.
91
1890, 1.

Ameprican Israelite, June 23, 1882, 411; October 23,

92Rufus Learsi, The Jews in America: 4 History (Cleve-
land: World Publishing Company, 195l). See chapter nine
entitled "1881." See also James Parkes, Antisemitism
(London: Valentine, Mitchell, 1963). Parkes entitled chap-
ter six "The World Since 1881." The best study of the
Russian Jewish problem is S.M, Dubnow, History of the Jews
in Bussia and Poland, 3 Vols. (Philadelphia: The Jewish Pub-
lication Society of America, 1916). ‘

93

Tenth Census of the United States, Toledo and Lucas
County, Schedule I, 82B, The name was spelled "Perltine."
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What made the immigration of 1881 different, from the
atandpoint of the American communities, was the outrage with
which the stories of Russian persecution were received, and
the initial willingness of the Jews already established to
extend help to those who were coming. Immigrant aid soci-
eties sprang up in Burope and the United States.glL The af-
fluent Jews in Toledo who had been faulted again and again
for their lack of interest in religion were never accused of
being tight~-fiated in charitable or humanitarian causes, and
they organized quickly to raise funds.,

Cincinnati received its first Russian immigrants in
the fall of 1881, Between October and December 123 people
arrived in that city, ld; of them children.95 By January 1882
the Toledo community had taken care of two families, and four
young men, mll of whom were reported to be thrifty people who
"after a few months sojourn in our midst are fully sble to
sustain themselves by following their various trades and

avocations." Toledo had received an urgent appeal to provide

9L‘Learsi, The Jews in Americsa, 134. The problems en-
countered in providing aid for the Russian immigrants, and
the attitudes of the Jews already in America toward the new-~
comers are well covered in a rabbinical thesis by Irving Aaron
Mandel entitled "The Attitudes of the American Jewish Community
Toward East Buropean Immigration in the United States," sum-
marized by Bernard Martin in American Jewish Archives, June,
1959, 11-35, Using chiefly the Jewish press, Mandel describes
the abortive plans for colonization of the Russians and the
mixed attitudes with which they were greeted. The Russigns
were absorbed more peacefully in small communities than in
the large cities, but everywhere those who had a trade were
treated better than the unskilled.

9SAmericq_q__Israelite, December 23, 1881, 206.
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for more Russian Jews.96 The request resulted in
.« « o & numerously attended meeting of our co-religionists
at Mr, Joseph Roemer's residence last evening, Mr. Jacob
Lasalle presiding. A committee to raise funds was ap-
pointed and some two hundred dollars were at once sub~
scribed and $500 at least will be raised for the Toledo
Aid Association for Russian Refugees.97

Another committee was formed to find suitaeble accomodations,

to receive the refugees on their arrival and to provide for

them temporarily. Jactob Landman and one of the Stettiners

made a ‘!

‘magnificent offer"” of a dwelling for one year free
of rent. The house was quickly accepted and the secretary
was instructed to send for more refugees at once, The Hebrew
Ladiesf Bénevolent Soclety called a special meeting to devise
"a means how best to aid this worthy cause."98

The Hebrew Immigrant Aid Society records show that
in 1882 eight men, four women, and thirteen children were
sent to Toledo. This contrasts with forty-two men, nine
women and ten children who went to Cleveland, and 135 men,
twenty-eight women and thirty-five children who were sent
to Chicago.99 Of course, this represents<on1y one agency,

and not all Russisns required the help of an agency. HMany

made their own way to cities and towns where landsleit

96§mgric§n Iapnelite, February 10, 1882, 26L,
9MIvid.,

B1pi4d,

920sa Szajkowski, "The Attitude of American Jews to
East European Immigration (1881-93)," Publication of the

American Jewish Historical Society, March, 1951, 272-273.
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awaited them.loo Who, for example, was responsible for the
band of Jews described in the Blade who were walking from
Fort Wayne to Tdledo?

Two weeks ago a car load of Jews, direct from Russia,
arrived in this City, and being in search of employment
were sent to Dupont, on the Narrow Gage to work in g
mill. They soon became dissatisfied and left for Paul-
ding. From there they went to Fort Wayne, and finally
14 of them landed in this city this morning. They are
disgusted with this country, and are surprised that they
have to work for their living. They claim that it was
represented to them that people lived here in idleness
and they were expecting to find it so. They want to
get back to their 0ld homes and were sent as far as
Cleveland. They said that others were walking towards
the citY from Fort Wayne and should reach here in g day
or two.101

The Blade'!s attitude toward "Jew peddlers” obviously
extended also to unemployed Russian Jews., The citizens of
Toledo continued their efforts, however. They raised more
than $600 for the Russian Relief fund in the early part of
1882 and seemed especially willing to receive refugees who
had some training. "As long as artisans and mechanics are
sent here there will be no trouble to éupply them here with
work. Such will be self-sustaining sooner than any other
class,"102 | ‘

By the early 1890ts the Blade was still complaining

and the citizens were still raising money, The newspaper

looLearsi, The Jewsz in America, 135-136,

10171 ad0 Blade, July 28, 1882, Mandel reports that
the Jewish press, uncertain itself asbout how to handle the
immigration of Russian Jews, rallied to their support when
they were attacked . by a general newspaper ("Attitudes of the

American Jewish Community," American Jewish Archives, 28),
102

American Igraelite, Mareh 3, 1882, 283,




236

reported "A Flood of Russian Jews":

A large number of Russian Jews have swooped down upon
Toledo during the past four weeks., They came here from
Canada and claim that they are exiles banished from
Russia on account of their religious bellefs and had no
where but here to rest their heads., England and Canada
have been taking a great deal of interest in the cause
of the Russian Jews, and they naturally thought that
when they landed in Canada they would be in the house of
their friends.

They soon found out that the Canadians had little use for
them. They told the foreigners a glowing tale about this
country and of the colonies of Russian Jews in Toledo and
Cineinnati. They got them so worked up that they left for
the land of Uncle Sam and landed here penniless., Mr. Ryan,
immigration agent, soon located every one of them, They
came here without a cent and were compelled to apply to
the infirmary for assistance. Mr Ryan is now in communi-
cation with the Washington suthorities in regard to what
disposition shall be made of the aliens, It is expected
that they will be returmed to Canada.

If they had come directly to this country from Russia,
the chances are: that nothing would have been said or done
for the reason that they were banished from Russia, and
were sntitled to some place on God's footstool, Their
cases will be attended to as soon as possible. At pre-
sent they are staying with friends on Canton avenue,
Perpy street and Woodruff avenue,l
The relief agencies were expanded to ineclude the
Young Men's Hebrew Benevolent Society, composed mostly of
Polish Jews, which was formed in 1892.10LL An end~of=-the-
report from the Society to Aid the Russian Refugees in
1891 stated that a great number had arrived unsolicited, but
that they had all been helped. "Quite.an amount has been
raised, and the officers are doing their best," The leaders

of that organization were primarily German Jews: Gotthilf

1031,1 630 Blade, October 22, 1891,

10kpo10d0 Blade, April 6, 1892.
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Bloch was chairman.lo5

Apparently the only organization which cut across
congregational lines and even included someJews who were
not synagogue members was the Toledo chapter of Btnai Btrith,
Hers the Oestermans, the Van Noordens, the Goldsmiths,
the Lasalles, the Geleerds, the Thorners, and the Powders
all came together to work for the improvement of Israelites
in the United States, and particularly for the reliaf of the

106

unfortunate, A second Jewish lodge, American Jewish

Order Kesher Shel Barzel (A.J.0.K.S.B.) was made up almost
entirely of Polish Jewa.lo?
The Jews of Toledo operated in very different spheres
in influence in the 1870's and 1880's, and the links to draw
them together were few. Only their humanitarian commitment,
the activities of B'nai Bt'rith, and perhaps the exhorﬁations
of the Jewish presas, served to unite them in any way at all.
Many of them did'not even speak the same languages, and their

ways of life were as different as they could possibly be

within any American city.

Yo

105American Ispraelite, December 2i,, 1891, 3.

06Toledo Blade, September 16, 1872. Officers wvere

115ted in the Amerlcag Israelite, January li, 1878 and Janu-
ary 10, 1879,

107Toledo Blade, January 18, 1873. See also Scott's
City Directory, 1872-73, B86.
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gations.3 One thing is c¢lear in the confusion about whn was
meeting and who was not, The people who cared about congre-
gational continuity and development were strong enough per-
sonalities to persevere in the face of apathy and doctrinal
differences. Eventually they achieved the stability they were
working for,

In the Reform group the person who fought the hardest
was Max Eppstein. He never relaxed in his determination to
establish a Reform temple and an educational facility in
Toledo, He was the seif—appointed guardian of Reform Judaism
who goaded, prodded, shamed and otherwise kept the issue of
a congregation alive and who recorded his wins and losses in
the pages of the American Isrselite. He was an out spoken
man who did his duty as he saw it. As he explained it:

To vent one's spleen against certain individuals for
selfish reasons in the columns of any paper deserves
the condemnation of all., To chronicle events calling
forth censure and rebuke to certain ones for shortcom~
ings and misdeeds is_essential, requiring exposure. For
this reason "Justice" speaks of them truthfully, with

the sole object and aim of stopping the reoccurence and
to point out such which under his domain cannot exist,lt

" 3151edo Blade, December 31, 1888, .

ulmgzicgn Israelite, October 19, 1888. The incident
which brought forth this statement concerned the wife of a.
former, deceased president of the congregation who refused
to pay the family assessment or even attend services, It is
possible to positively identify Eppstein as "Justice" through
an exchange of correspondence in the Israelite in 1885. The
editor wrote on May 15, 1885 that "The Rev, M.M., Eppstein of
Toledo, Ohio favored us with a call." 1In a letter written
from Toledo on May 18, "Justice" said that he had been in
Cincinnati, called on Dr, Wise, visited the Temple and the
offices of the Israelite where he saw his name listed as
"Reverend." Eppstein's letter was published in the Israel-
ite June 12, 1885, 2.
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Eppstein, the gadfly, was occasionally too much for
the Jews of Toledo who resented his attacks. He told of an
instance when a constant reader of the lsraelite accosted
him and asked whatlwas to be gained by exposing the religi-
ous apathy of the Jewish community, He'replied that his pur-
posse was "to let the world know the great wrong perpetrated
by such uncalled for carelessness, and that moral influence
might be brought to bear to bring about change."5

Max Eppstein was secure in the knowledge that his
was a moral cause, and he made no attempt to conceal his dié—
gust with the Toledo situation. There was a rabbi in the
city in 1882 and 1883~-the Reverend J, Zeisler--who was an
educated man (he received an appointment to teach school in
1883) but‘who never won Eppatein's approval.6 Perhaps he was
an Orthodox rabbi, or at the lemst, not committed to Reform.
Zeigler conducted a sabbath school for which he received due
credit, but Eppstein had attended high holy day services in
Forthayne in 1883 and he was scornful about the observance

in Toledo:

At this place the "once a vear" pious held worship on
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur which differed this time
from any other, in that reform was discarded snd strictly
Orthodox services were held, Very consistent, especially
when some of the members kept their places of business
open during all the holidays, none of them attending wor-

SAmegican Israelite, December 7, 1883, 6; written

November 27'“;

6American largelite, June 23, 1882, L411. Zeisler
was listed as "Rev." in Polk's City Directory for 1882-83,
668. He lived at 377% Adams street.
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ship during the balance of the year. Yes, many even
raise obstacles in the way if an attempt is made to or-
ganize a congregation, Toledo Judaism needs no comment.
While charity is practiced among the Jehudim here on the
broadest principle of humanity, that is all that is done
and the balance is left undone. The rising generatlon
are brought dWp like heathen devoid of all rellglous
teachings and influence, If Jewish missionaries are

sent anywhere, here is a field for them, ang their love's
labor may be lost from present indications,

And then, expressing what was to be his ery for months
to come, he said:
There i= plenty of material here in intellect, wealth,
etc, that could be utilized in forming a large and pros-
perous congregation if the early seeds of indifferentism
could be eradicated and a new life for Judaism be in-
spired. This could all be accomplished, if for no other
purpose than to teach to the rising generation that there
is a God in Israel whose name they must perpetuate after
us, To see these children growing up without any reli-
glon is something to ponder over., The result of such
neglect and carelessness can earily be foretold,
In his next published exhortation (actually it was
written earlier), Eppstein berated his fellow Toledoans
for their failure to support the Union of American Hebrew
Congregations and to aid in this way in the education of
young American men as rabbis. There were men of religion,

even "sons of rabbis" among Toledo's Jews, he said,?

At the end of 188} Eppstein was moved to sarcasm, both

at Thanksgiving and at Christmas. In the latter instance he

Tamerican Is gselite, November 9, 1883, CO; written
November 2.-

81pia.

%American Isrgelite, November 23, 1883, 6; written
September 18,
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said:

Chanukah passed here as usual, unnoticed and unobserved.
The many of the rising generation are ignorant of the
existence of such a day, much less its significance. No
use for a Megeluth in Toledo, but the Christmas tree and
Chris Kringle were in full bloom among our people. We
must keep up with the things in Toledo. Stockings were
filled, the children went to bed with their 1little minds
impregnated with what good things Santa Claus had in
store for them in the morning, waking up not disappointed,
but with all the Christmas festivities realized to their
fullest expectations. How happy these children made
their parents, showing their appreciation for this great
and good Christmas feast. While perusing these few lines,
I hear the chimes and bells calling together the faithful
Christisns on this New Year's day to their respective
churches and stop and think and ask myself--will the New
Year coming have better prospects in store for Judaism in
Toledo? Who will be the Moses in Toledo and bring his
brethren from darkness to light? Who will make the start
to organize?l0 |

By February Eppstein had a new idea., He declared
that if he had the authority he would withhold from anyone who .
refused to support a congregation all Jewish functiong--
marriages, burials, etc. He was aiming at the "class" who
consider themselves Jews and who call upon the religion of
their fathers "when all else fails."ll This brought a retort
from a Toledo corregpondent who signed himself "Veritas" and
who worried that the shadow of the dark éges was s8till hang-
ing over the human race, Justice's problem, he said, was that

he simply could not see his co-religionists in any other light

10American Israelite, January 11, 188, 6; written Jan-
uvary 1, 188L.

11Am§rican Israelite, February 15, 188L, 5; written
February 6,



243

than as supporters of congregations, Actually, Veritas be-
lieved, those who were not interested in forming congrega-
tions had outdcnelthe congregationalists in channels of ben=~
evolence and human kindness. He expresséd his interest in
standing "on a high, broad plateau whereon all mankind could
firmly stand, where no religious nor sectarian hatred could
exist , . 112
Eppstein shot back with the observation thﬁt Veritas

had been badly hurt by his proposal, and that apparently the
shoe had fit. He said that he believed a man born a Jew
does not necessarily remain one,

But what right has anyone, knowing the results of back-

8liding, refusing morally, financially and otherwise to

aid in perpstuating Judaism, yea keeping their own off-

spring away from Sabbath School and themselves aloof

grO@ all.tgfg is Jewish, to demand rabbinical and other

ewish gid?

That spring Eppastein had help from outside. In March

Joseph Abrams of Cincinnati, a national officer of Btnai
Btrith, visited Toledo and asked express permission to dis-
regard the order's standing rule not to discuss congrega-
tional affairs., Abrams made it clear that he deplored the
great lack of interest in Toledo on all religious matters,

and he asked that he be given something more tangibls than

a resolution of thanks.lu A few days before Abrams' visit

12

13
March 10,

American Israelite, February 29, 188, 6.
American Israelite, March 15, 188, 63 written

luAmerican Israelite, April 11, 188l, 6; written
Apl"il 5 .
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Rabbi Zirndorf of Detroit came to Toledo to marry Jennie
Bloech to Isaac Roseﬁthal of Rochester, New York. Zirndorf,
who subsequently joined the faculty of Hebrew Union Col~
iege, must certainly have had his say on the religious sit-
uation in Toledo also.15

By June there was a hint of action. The Toledo Sun-
day Journal of June 8 reported "whispers that the Jews
were about to revive the .once prosperous Hebrew Congrega~
tion Shomer Emunim," The paper expressed surprise that the
Israslites who ranged among the best people in "intelligence,
businéss tact, and enterprise," had done so 1ittle to promul-
Qate their religion and to provide feligidus teaching for
their children.l6

But the whispers were a long time in developing full
voice. In August Eppstein wondered if any arrangements
would be made for the coming holidays. "So far none of the
pious men have taken any action in that direction, Is there
all hope lost in Toledo's Judaism?"17 By the following Jan-
uary he reported that a revival of Judaism was as far orf as

ever Iin Toledo and that there was no Jewish sabbath School

151big.

16Amezican ispseiite, June 20, 188L, 5; written June
8. The article from the Sunday Journal was included in
Eppsteint's letter, '

17American Israelite, September 5, 188lL, 7; written
August 2|,
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then in existence.l8

In March Eppstein revealed the true state of things
in Toledo when he disclosed that the Jews in the city had
been invited "through the medium of our evening papers" to
attend a Purim feast "in the locality of the Polish portion
of our co~religionists," Eppstein believed that it was to
their credit that they showed willingness to celebrate a
feast and invite all Jews. He did not say if he planned
to accept the invitation.l9

Eppstein's agitation, coupled as it must have been
with commitment on the part of others, brought about a
series of reorganization meetings in the late spring of
1885, At the first session at Concordia Hall, Gotthilf
Bloch was elected temporary chairman and Max Eppstein was
named secretary pro-tem. The two sons of rabbis were tak-
ing the lead, and Eppstein pronounced the group impressive,
He felt certain the effort would not fail,ZC

On June 14 they met again and Rabbi Wise was present.
In his report in the Israglite, Wise told of his trip to
Toledo "where in days gone by atheism had pitched its tent,

and so=-called free thinkers were busily engaged in fabricat-

ing the new gospel of the 'don't know creed! otherwise called

lagmenican Ispaelite, January 2, 1885, 6; written
December 31.

lgAmerican_lgraelite, March 6, 1885, 63 written
March 1,

20

Amgricen Israelite, June 12, 1885, 2; written May
18; Toledo Blade, June 5, 1885, 4,
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agnosticism or 'what I don't know, nobodylfmows.'"P1 Wise
was met at the train on Saturday night by Eppstein, Jacob
Lagalle and E,J, Cohn and taken to Roemer's "mansion" on
Cherry street., The following morning, after.a "royal break-
fast" and numerous calls and interviews, Wise went to the
GAR Hall to address "one of the finest audiences ever as-
sembled in Toledo among the children of Israel."” He said
that the meeting had been organized by Bloch., Wise spoke
for forty minutes, and at the end of his talk the congfega-
tion c¢hose permanent officers, and voted to enter the Union
of American Hebrew Congregations, Max Eppstein was elected
to represent the Toledo congregation at a UAHC meeting in
3t, Louis in July.22

Shomer Emunim was launched for the second time with
thirty~six members and seven young men who donated funds but
who did not have full membership status.2> The Minhag
America was again the preferred ritual. In his account of
the trip, Wise mssessed the Toledo Jewish community. He
said there were more than 180 Jewish families in the city,
"that is to say, people born of Jewish parents," Quite a
number of them, he reported, "stand very high as merchants

and prominent citizens. Very few of them are actually poor

2lpmerican Isfaelite, June 19, 1885, 2,

221bid, The meeting was also covered in the Blade,
June 15, 1885, 1.

23For a 1list of the members as it appeared in the
Israelite, see Appendix E,
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and none of them has business in the criminal court.," Wise
was very pleased with what he had seen in Toledo.eh
For the high holy days in 1885 the congregation rented
space in the Central Congregational Church at Tenth and
Adams streets-~seats were free to all comers, M.S5, Manheimer,
a preceptor of the Hebrew Union Ccllege, conducted services
and praised both the choir and the sabbath school, He did
say, however, that he hoped the ladies would stir up their
1ukewafm and indifferent husbands and brothers, an indica-
tion that as in the past the congregation was largely female?5
And then an event occurred which seemed to infuse
genuine enthusiasm intoc the congregation, Rabbi Wise sent
a young student--Tobias Shanfarber--to.Toledo to preach and
to make himself available as rabbi. Shanfarber was in his
last year of school and arrangements were made by which he
could have Fridays and Mondays free of classes. Following
his enthusiastic election by unanimous voice vote, Shanfar-
ber made the trip to Toledo every week. Eppstein praised
both him modesty and his knowledge, and predicted a brilliant
future for the congregation and its new rabbi, Whatever
reservations he might have had about educating rabbis in

America were removed, Shomer Emunim was indeed blessed.26

ehémerican Israelite, June 19, 1885,‘2.

Eségezican Israelite, October 9, 1885, 3, 8. Epp-
stein's letter, which appeared on page 8, was written Sept-
ember 25,

26American Israelite, November 13, 1885, 8:; written
‘November 6,
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Perhaps it was a sign of the congregation's entry
into the mainstream of Reform Judaism, or of his trip to the
St. Louis meeting of UAHC, that Max Eppstein commented on
the Pittsburgh rabbinical conference in 1885, The meeting
of nineteen leading Reform rabbis produced a platform which
in the words of Nathan Glazer was "a more radical statement
than any produced in Germany and the logical culmination of
the movement which had begun there."®! The rabbis expressed
their freedom from all Mosaic laws not adapted to the view
and habits of modern civilization and rejected any national
aim or national character for Judaism, Their statement
created one of the points of departure for the Conservative
movement in Judaism.28

Watching from a distance Eppstein completely approved
the rabbist'! position:

In my interviews with some of our people here I find
that opinions differ as to the action of the recent
Pittsburgh Conference, Some think the rabbis have not
gone far enough in reform, while others feel that the
platform adopted is too sweeping in its radical ideas.
To illustrate, an intelligent gentleman, pious and well-
versed in the faith when giving ount the fifth commande
ment to his Sabbath School class, he advised them to
learn it in haste before it be changed by another con-
ference, The cardinal principles and every part that
was and i8 sacred to our religion is retained intact,
while such as referring to diet were held impracticable

for this age. The observance of such tend rather to ob-
struct than to further modern spiritual elevation.

27Nathan Glazer, American Judaism, Second Edition
(Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1972), Lla-)2,

281p14,
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The retention of the historical sabbath is right and
timely, but the provision that Sunday services can be
held where necessary is equally proper and just and no
detriment,

Let the watehword by Onward, Onward.29
Onward for Toledo meant the preparations for a big
Hamikkah festival, There would be no more Christmas trees
and Kris Kringle for the Jewish children, Instead four
weeks of preparations went into the program which was pre-
sented on December 7 to 300 Toledoang--some of them gentiles.
More thén 100 children were present for ice cream, The
sabbath school numbered about 70 and there was a hint of
something quite unexpected in the way of congregational
news to come very soon.30
In his next letter Eppstein was still talking about
the conference of rabbis and suggested that fellow Jews
around the country not "bid the Devil how-do-you~do before
he appears.” The choice, he said, was "to be one of us or be
the other fellow. What say you?" The news from Toledo‘wbich
he had promised involved preliminary steps to purchase a lot
and build a temple.31
The year 1886 was one of successes for the newly or-

ganized congregation. The women earned $/;32 toward the con-

struction of a temple from their Purim Ball, the children nad

Eggmegicgg Israelite, December L, 1885, 7, 10; written

November 29,

30American Israelite, December 18, 1885, 3; written
December 8,

31Amegican Israelite, Jamuary 1, 1886, 3; written
December 20,
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a Purim party, the congregation elected Tobias Shénfarber
full-time rabbi at a salary of $1500 a year, and LOO people
attended the confimation ceremony, More than 100 children
regularly attended sabbath school although many of their
parents did not belong to the congregation. In June the
members of Shomer Emunim re-elected their officers and rat-
ified an agreement to purchase a lot on Tenth street between.
Monroe and Washington, In July, Bloch, Eppstein, and E,J,
Cohn attended the graduation and ordination of rabbis at
Hebrew Union College, Their rasbbi, Tobias Shanfarber, was
one of three men ordained. The congregation sent him a
floral piece which stood three feet high and represented an
open Bible with the letters "TS" ocutlined on its pages.
Eppstein could retreat to social chit-chat in his regular
letters to the Israelite. The work was coming along fine.32
But Shanfarber stayed only a year., He preached his
last sermon in the early summer of 1887 and answered a call
to ¥ort Wayne where, Eppstein said, he was "received with
open arms and made to feel at home in a really good and
pibus community.” He accepted unanimous resolutions of

thanks from the Toledo congregation and reappeared from time

32 pmerican Israelite, April 9, 1886, 7, written April
1; June 18 18%6, 1; March 19, 1886, 6, written March G
July 2, 1856; written June 27; Toledo Blade, March 23, 1886,
April 19, 1886, 1., The Blade reported that much of the
money at the Purim Ball ceme from an asuction. A mammoth
loaf of bread baked by Mras, A, Friedlander, for example,
brought $25,00. The Blade also reported that unleavened
bread for Passover had to be bought in Cleveland in 1886
becﬁuse "no bakery in the city had appliances for baking

it-
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33

to time in the city where he was always warmly welcomed.
The new rabbi was gone, the temple not yet built, and
Eppstein again took pen in hand:

Like a year ago the promising picnic to the deserving
Sabbath-school was not givenj lack of interest on the
part of those who made the promise and into whose hands
the mansgement of the affair was intrusted, was the
cause, The handsome summer attire, new bonnets and
luxurious "turnouta"” were not neglected, but the joy and
pleasure the children were to have, after repeated prom-
ises to them, were cast aside for want of interest and
lack of spirit.

Marriages, sngagements and deaths have taken place; the
first administered by a retired Universalist minister
and on a Saturday morning while worship was being held
in the temple, and where a Jewish rabbi was within easy
reach, « . .

A recent death occurred, by which is again evinced what
Toledo's influence will do. The departed one was a lead-
ing spirit in his early days in all pertaining to Jewish
affairs, Even later on, when living in a community where
our religion is practiced in all its spheres, he was a
membeyr of the congregation there., But alas! Since his
sojourn among Toledo's influences he has become an ag-
nostic, showing that indifference and disregard for

the religion he so highly revered in times past, and,
alas! his remains were laid away in a Christian cemetery
in this eity, Fortunate it was that a near relative, who
attended the funeral, and who acts as a teacher and reader
in a congregation not far off, officiated, otherwise some
liberal Christian divine, or an atheist near at hand
would have been called upon to perform the last rites,
And this all to happen in this age; to throw about these

33Amgrican Israelite, August 26, 1887, 3; written
August 22. ppstein referred to Shanfarber with warmth on
many occasions--when he was called to Baltimore (October 19,
1888, 3), when he was married, when his father died (October
23, 1890, 1), and even as late as 1891 when he was elected
an honorary member of the Toledo Hebrew Literary Society
almost four years after he left the city (March 19, 1891, 7).
On one instance Eppstein said of Shanfarber, "All of the
rabbi's advances are closely watched here, for he was beloved
and well regarded by his flock. . . . (December 8, 1888, 1),
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bad influences among a community which is now striving to
establish Judaism in the once forsaken Toledo. Shame
upon such conduct, To be silent, to let it pass without
the condemngtipn it deserves is a greater sin than the
act itself,3lt

While Eppstein was unburdening himself, there was one
other loéal matter he wanted to write about, Toledo was the
home of a young, newly-ordained rabbi from Hebrew Union Col~
lege, but even that circumstance was not without its contro~-
versy:

Rabbi E.,N. Calish paid his mother and friends a visit
here during his vacation, Your correspondent was highly
pleased by a c¢all from him, This young Rabbi deserves
more than a passing compliment for accomplishing what

he really has, fitting himself for a pulpit, and as a
teacher in Israel, I well know of the many obstacles
thrown in his way by his would-be Eidus relatives here,
who looked upon the A.H,U.C, as a "treva" institution
and upon Rabbi Wise as not being Kosher. These people
belong to what is called the orthodox class, and believe
in all ceremonies, but keep their place of business open
on Saturdays, and if they would fail to evince their
Jawish proeclivities by keeping the doors of their busi~
ness house closed once a year on the holy days--no one
would know that they were Jews at all, and still they
are orthodox, would not darken the doors of our temple,
because we worship with our hats off, stc. Did however,
gend their children to Rabbi Shanfarber’s Sabbath School
for.a long time, and withdrew them only, not because
treva and unkosher was taught, but because they were
asked (being abundantly able to) to contribute for the
support of the Sabbath school, 0! consistency thou art

a jewel.3
Undoubtedly Max Eppstein was relieved once hes got his

1stter of August 21, 1887 into the mail, But his crusade

still had a way to go, and he continued it, even though his

3% american Israelite, August 26, 1887, 33 written
Auguast 21,

351pid,
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health had begun to deteriorate and he occasionally reported
his own illness, convalescence, trips to éonsult with doe~-
tors in other cities, etc, He evan discﬁssed his illness
with a Catholie priest in Toledo who reportedly told him
~ that it was just a question of time before any mortal soul
would pass away and Eppstein replied that he was ready for
that time in all respects. The priest then said:

Are you sure of that, my friend? If 30, I believe you

are not a member of my church, which does not matter,

but when that time comes, and you are still of that

mind, call on me and I will furnish you with a free pass

to yonder home, and, at the same time, will arrange mat-

ters satisfactorily with your Rabbi, " 36

Eppstein felt that his labors on behalf of Judaism
were justified-and once in a while he even believed he was
having some effect because of his "open and fair diserimina-
tions of all that is un-Jewish." Some of the members of one
congregation had refused to pay their dues because the bills
were presented to them on a Saturday. "Mark the influence--
do you see? Glad of it," he said.37
Shomer Emunim observed the holidays of 1887 in the

annex of Memorial Hall which the women of the congregation
had beautified by "making a very handsome Baroche, all com-
plete, of exquisite taste and workmanship."™ The volunteer

choir, Eppstein reported, was perfect, and a great improvement

over the old choir., Services were conducted by another HUG

36American Israelite, September 9, 1887, 9, written
September 2,

371p14,
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student, Clifton H. Levy. Eppstein said that there were
several other Kilshs /sic/ in the city who, in their way,
also observed the holidays., Hebrew students in the publiec
8chools were excused in order to attend sgrvices.BB
Like his predecessor, Clifton Levy proved very satis-~
factory, and the congregation voted to retain him during his
senior year on the same arrangement they had with Shanfarber.
But that time things did not go smoothly. The board of
governors of the callege refused to apprave the released
time on the ground that it would be detrimental to Levy's
progress during his senior year. Eppstein was forced to
agree:
Wishing the young man all possible prosperity in his
calling, ever remembering his stay among us, the good he
accomplished in the short time, all feel that the wisdom
of the Board of Governors and the faculty of the Hebrew
Union College in first taking care of the education and
the entire fitness of their students before they allow
them to take any responsible charge or fill a position
a8 rabbi is a credit to the college and to them. . . .
But the decision created a problem and Eppsteint's letter in-

cluded a want ad:

Shomer Emunim has no spiritual adviser at present: is in
need and:in search of one. Who is ready to fill this
pogition? There is g splendid field here; the right man
in the right place can accomplish much, put in full ex=
ecution the work begun and make this congregation one of
lasting benefit. A young man, full of energy, one of o
American habits and education, could fill this position.

The year 1888 brought lethargy anew and Eppsteints

3Bﬂmerican Isrgelite, September 30, 1887, 6; September
16, 1887, 3, written September 11.

39American Israelite, October 1k, 1887; written October

9.

b01ypi4,
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complaints continued to fill his letters. In April he was
bothered by a specific transgression which may or may not
have ocecurred in Toledo:

When any person holds himself aloof from all Jewish
{religious) doings-=-refuses all aid for the religion of
his parents who are of Jewish extraction, who associates
altogether with Jews, and he does so with consistency--
and, well, isn't good~-that is his businéss, and he has
solely to be responsible for its consequences; but when
the same person solicits subscriptions in aid of the -
Young Men's Christian Association for the erection of a
new bullding for this noble institution, and works for
its cause, no matter under what pretense, then silence

to such action is cowardice, and we condemn such practice
and stamp it as an insult, and as inconsistent as it pos-
8ibly can be, I will not say such as above took place in
Toledo, but that it did take place I can vouch for. And
I say to the young man, while it is noble to aid insti-
tutions of this sort, they must not be singled out as a
preference to gther noble acts toward the religion of
your fathers.u

In the same letter Eppstein said that the Rev. S,
Philo of Cleveland had been in the city "in the interest of
aiding the sleeping and slumbering congregation of Shomer
Brunim and to bring her out of this lethargy," The'Rev,
Edward Calisch had also been in town~-to marry his brother
301 to Fannie Geleerd-~but Eppstein did not report the af-
fair. Instead "A Guest" who apologized for usurping the
place of the regular correspondent described not only the
wedding but also the “"sorrow, poverty, grief, and death"
which had plagued the-family and the joy of "“good Mrs,

Calisch, m truly God-fearing and good mother in Israel™ to

sge one son married by his brother, Eppstein, who had had

blpnerican Israelite, April 20, 1888, S; written
April 12.
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his say about the Calisch family earlier, made no comment.u2

In June 1888, Eppstein reported that hé_had finally
called the officers and would-be leaders of Jewish affairs
to count., The result was a decision to proceed with the
building of the temple, B'nai Israel had also announced its
decision to build, and the congregation even hoped to be iﬂ‘
its new synagogue by Rosh Hashanah. The Hebrew Ladies' Ben-
evolent Society had suspended meetihgs for the summer, but
would continue to meet requests for charity. The organiza-
tion had accomplished mieh "although not managed wisely nor
on ordinary strict business rules at time." Btnai Btrith
did not quite meet Eppsteint's standards either. "Whenever
their convocations are made useful to mind as well as to
body good results may be obtained, but as long as the usual
routine of business is all that attracts attenticen, no in-
crease of membership can be expected nor influence promoted
in any direction,"H3

Having put everyone firmly in his or her place, Max
Eppstein then left with his family for a two-month vacation
in the Pennsylvania mountains, When he returned things
looked a little better to him, Jewish services were to be
held in three separate locations in the city., Clifton Levy
returned for the holiday observances of Shomer Emunim; the

congregation had rented Odeon Hall on 5t, Clair street for

hzﬁmerican Israelite, March 9, 1888, 2.

hBAmer;can Isrpelite, June 28, 1888, L, 5; written
June 20,
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Rosh Hashanah and Memorial Hall for Yom Kippur. Attendance
was good, there were a few new faces in the congregation, and
the choir--made up of three paid-members and the rest volun-
teers-~-was excellent, Eppstein was still bothered, however
by those who would not conform, Some Jeﬁs had permftted‘
their children to go to school even though they were officially
excused, others had permitted (even enticed) their children,
to participate in parties on the eve of Yom Kippur, and some
of the Jewish women had played cards on the eve of Atonement,
"thus flaunting insults in the faces of those with whom they
associate daily and who in prayer and devotion were in the
house of the Lordurepénting of their sins . . il

The plans.to build a temple went ahead, and Eppstein,
Lo&pold Franc, chairman of the building committee, and Henry
Stern, a committes member, journeyed along with an architect
to Youngstown where they inspected the facilities of Congre:
gation Rodef Sholem. They pronounced themselves well pleased
with their reception and impressed with the financial condi-
tion of the Youngstown conggegation. The synagogue facility
there was three years old, Eppstein was sure it could be
done in Toledo."lrs -

While the initial contracting for the Reform temple

was underway, Congregation Btnai Israel was putting the fin-

uugmggican Israelite, September 21, 1888, 3; written
September 16,

LLSAmericgn Isrgelite, October 5, 1888, 5; written
September 23,
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ishing touches on its new building et the corner of what
is now Twelfth and Woodruff streets, The square frame struc-
ture ceculd seat 600 people and was valued at $5,000, It
was dedicated on January 6, 18% with the mayor, J. Kent
Hamilton, in attendance, Gotthilf Bloch represented Congre-
gation Shomer Emunim.ub Eppstein was delighted that Toledo
would have twoe places of worship efected at one time and
dedicated to Judaism. "Who says Toledo is any longer back=-
ward and slow in the advocacy of the religion of Abraham,
Isaac, and Jacob?" he exulted.lLT As for the Orthodox fac.il=-
ity itse 1f Eppsatein said: .
The entire structure is in asccordance with the outward
manifestations of its members, a gallery for the ladies
?ho are to be separated ?rgm th men during the service, .
13 one feature of the edifice,

In the middle of April 1889 the Isramelite ran a line
~drawing of the new Shomer Emunim Puilding which was taken
from the architect's plans, and the accompanying article
included some details of the construction, The congregation
paid $2,500 for the lot on Tenth street, The building, of
stone and wood, was expected to cost an additional $10,000,

The architect was A, Leopold, the contractor Miller and

Company, with the glass, slate roof, and interior let sep=~

o Department of the Interlor, U, S Census 0Office, Re-

lgzenth Census: 1890, erican Israellte, anuary 3,
1889; written December 30,

47 am American Israelite, December 21, 1888, 8,
48 American Israelite, November 16, 1888, 3; written

November 11.
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arai:ely.""9 The building was expected to be ready tor occu-
pancy for the fall holidays, and it was in fact dedicated on
September 20,

. The dedication festivities were recorded on the front
page of the Blade which identified the congregation as the
families of "twenty-four of the best and wealthiest Hebrews
in the city, among whom are those of Messrs, G, Bloch, Jacob.
Lasalle, M,M, Eppstein, Isaac Landman, Leopold Franc, Julius
Mack, Joseph Roth, N,N, Ries, Henry Stern, S.H, Prank, g,
Goldman, Henry Thorner, Louis Strasburger, L, Hubert and
others."50 M

Rabbi Isamc M, Wise and Rabbi Louis Gpossman of
Detroit assisted Clifton Levy who was still serving as the
congregation's interim leader. J.S, Kountz, the Kraus bank-
ruptey case long behind him, was one of the city leaders who
participated along with Mayor Hamilton and the ministers of
several Protestant churches, The Blade described the build-
ing as follows:

The new temple, while not one of the largest of the
churches of the city, is one of handsomest and most com-
fortable of those in the city. Its exterior is familiar
to almost everyone, It is frame, finished as imitation
stone, with atrace of orientalism in the architecture,
The most conspicuous feature is & tower of oriental de-
sign tipped with the time~honored six-pointed star of
Solomon, The entrance is up a few steps through heavy

handsome doors of polished oak.

Within the temple is finished in natural woods, the
chief being Georgia pine. From the entrance hall, de~-

uggme:igag Igraelite, April 18, 1889, 1,
5OToggdo Blade, September 21, 1889, 1,
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scending a few stairs, one comes into the Sunday school
room on the lower floor, about which there are grouped
at the front end recitation rooms, cloak rooms etc. At
the other end is a stage and class rooms, DBelow is a
kitchen which, on social ocecasions, will send out frag-
rant odors. This part of the building is as yet unfin-
ished,

Above the rooms, reached by stairs from the entrance on
the right and left, is the temple proper. It is an ex-
ceedingly handsome room, finished in Georgia pine, with
the wainscot and the beams of the walls and ceilings left
in relief against the white plaster, The soft light
enters through artistic stained glass windows furnished

by Briggs and Leibius, The designs are purely conventional

‘and are varied in form and color in each window, A motto
in Hebrew is-a festure of each of these windows. The
temple is well lighted, for besides the windows, handsome
brass chandeliers are suspended from the ceiling and the

aide brackets of polished brass, with candle stick burners,
are placed along each of the walls. The pews are graceful
in outline asnd are made of oak and walnut.

At the end of the temple, toward the street, is a gallery
for the choir, and at the other end the platform on which
stands the sltar and the pillars and candle sticks and
over which hangs the perpetual lamp. This part of the
temple is made of s0lid black walnut, handsomely polished
and carved and hung with crimson silk plush trimmed with
bullion fringe., The combination is exceedingly effective.
Behind erimson curtains is the safethora, corresponding

to the holy of holies in the ancient Jewish temples, where
are deposited the sacred scrolls and other priceless arti-

cles of the congregation. 1
The key to the building was presented by the young
Flora Herskovits who said she had been chosen to symbolize
the interest and enthusissm which the young people felt for
the achievements of the congregation and their desirs to as-
sume appropriaste responsibilities as they grew older. Gott-

hilf Bloch accepted the key and mentioned the problems the

5:]‘Ibid. J.8, Kountz had served as the National Com=-
mander of the GAR in 188k, and he remained active both in
veterans! affairs and in politics {Randolph Downes, Indus-
1 Beginnings /Toledo: The Historical Society of North-
west Ohio, 1954/, 158, 216-217).



261

congregation encountered in moving from hall to hall to
hold services, Mayor Hamilton, Rabbi Wise, and Max Epp~
stein élso spoke, Eppstein giving the history of the con~
gregation and hoping that the memberehip would scon include

everyone in the city and county with Reform Jewish tenden-
cies,

The problem facing Shomer Emunim was not only to in-
crease its membership but also to secure a permanent rabbi.
It was a problem that was quickly solved. Instead of the
young, American-educated rabbi whom Eppstein had been call-
ing for, the congregation named Edward Benjamin Morris
Browne, a controversial churchman and one who had been crit-
icized frequently by Wise, For example, in 1887, more than
two years before-Browne was called to Toledo, the following
appeared in the lsrgelite:

History repeats itself, Dr, Browne is again in trouble
with his congregation; this time the court was appealed
to which was not the case in Montgomery, Milwaukee,
Evansville, Peoria, and Atlanta. This time it appears
the gentleman got himself into trouble about other
people!s business; he spoke at a Socialist meeting with
Henry George and Dr. McGlynn, they say; he attempted to
save from the gallows the wife-murderer Adolph Reich, and
did it in an offensive manner, they maintain; that he
disgraced his office and the congregation in general is
the main charge, not by immoral or irreligious conduct,
but by meddling in other people's business, in a manner
considered offensive to non-sensationalists, Browne

Wwas ostracized by the Rabbinical fraternity in New York
right from the start, especially by the representatives
of the Reform congregations. This was offensive to his
congregation and rendered his position precarious. He
was obliged to try and did try very hard to establish a
reputation in the community. He maneuvered quite well
among politicians and among the so-called orthodox people,
and became by methods of his own everything to everybody,
His congregation was delighted when he, at the funeral
of General Grant, was the only chosen representative of
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the Jewish clergy. The orthodox lgraelites were en-
chanted when he, on that occasion, followed the funeral
cortege on foot from the Battery to Riverside Park, re-
fusing to ride in a carriage because it was on the Jew=
ish Sabbath, and none criticized that piece of down-
right hypocrisy and fishing for notoriety, It does not
seem that the congregation now has a right to depose
. Mr, Browne, for doings of the same kind which they ap-
plauded a short time ago. But the law having been ap-
pealed to, we have nothing to say in the matter. Mgny
a robust ‘man died of an overdose of sensationalism. 2
Browne had a varied background by the time he came to
Toledo., He had been & professor of medical jurisprudence
and diseases of the mind at the Evansville Medical College
of Indians, and had edited the Jewish Independent in Evans-
ville for s time.53 In November 1881 he became rabbi of
the Reform temple, Gates of Hope, in New York, "Admittedly,"
says Bertram Korn, "Rabbi Browrewas not one of the leading
lights of the American rabbinate." He was instead, "fre-
quently embroiled in publie controversy and hardly to be
described as successful in any of his pulpits.“su‘ When
Browne was elected by Shomer Emunim the Ispgelite carried
only & short, perfunctory note, and Max Eppstein was silent

for several months.55 He never did discuss the appointment

52pmepican Israelite, July 29, 1887, L.

53Horris U. Schappes, A Documentary Histo of the
d he United States, 1654-18 New York: Citadel
PI‘OSH, 1950 ’ 733, n. 9.

Sb'Be.rtram W, Korn, "Jewish Welfare During the Spanish
American War," Publication of the American Jewish Historical

Society, Junse, 1952, 358-360,

55.&merican Israelite, October 17, 1889, 6.
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of the rabbi in his letters, and when he referred to him
there was none of the effusive enthusiasm which he had ex-
pressed for Shanfarber and Clifton Levy. There was simply
little comment. At the congregational election in April
Eppstein stepped down from the post he had held since 1875,
and PDavid Winter became Secretary., ZEppstein identified him-
self as "a high private in the prear ranks ready (as of o0ld)
to lend a helping hand to all religious and congregational
matters, . M50
Rabbi Browne spent three months in Europe, part of

the time on a visit with his mother, during the summer of
1890. The congregation gave him a purse to facilitate the
trip. When he returned in the fall there was some dissen-
sion and Eppstein had some strong ideas about it, The
problem was that the president and vice president refused
to share the platform with the rabbi as custom dictated,
Eppstein wrote as follows:

How would a convention look if the presiding officer

alone was to occupy the stage and the selected vice

preaidents should refuse to share the seat of prominence

with said officer? So it does look funny in a temple

if such on all and every occasion is presided over

8ingly and alone by the Rabbi and the President and

Vice President fail to take their stations on the plat-

form, It is ridiculous and those who do this should

resign and let others fill their places who are not

ashamed to show the world that they are at the head of

4 congregation and have intrusted to them the government

and destiny of their flock, Let there be no excuse
given in the future, none whatever, either that their

56
American Israelite, August 28, 1890, 2; written
August 2.
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attire is not such as to warrant them in taking their
respective stations, or that they would rather sit with
their families, etc., You have been ordered by the law of
your congregation to take your stations Mr. President
‘and Vice President slongside of your minister; now do
80, or step down and let someone else obey the command.
No more fooling business, gentlemen, If you have g
right to violate the law and custom, your congregation
certainly has, too, and you will be to blame,>7
Apparently Eppstein made his point, because'in the Blade
article describing the Jewish New Year on September 1l
the services were conducted by Rabbi Browne, assisted by
President G. Bloch and Vice President Julius Mack, The
Blade also reported that Btnai Israel observed the holidays
_ c
in their new synagogue with a large number of participants.’a
For Yom Kippur services Rabbi Browne delivered ser~
mons in English and in German. His main message was a
modern interpretation of the atonement: "You are told to
fast,‘weep, and confess, but you are not told to be tortured,
burned or endure suffering, It used to be done, but its dis=-
continuance has made us better and purer so all civilized
nations look up to us and eall us 'The Chosen Race of God!,">?
Part of Rabbi Browne's problems may have been because
his statements had a way of sounding arrogant, whether he in=-
tonded them that way or not. When he was asked in Qctober

1890 about the plan to relocate Russian Jews in Palestine,

he replied as follows:

57Amegicgn Iaraelite, June 19, 1890, 6, written June
9; September 11, 1890, 3, written August 31.

58Toledo Blade, September 15, 1890, .

59Toledo.Blada, September 24, 1890, 3.




I have just finished reasding the article a few minutes
8go. 4All 1 can say is that those men who are doing this
are men of no influence., There is nothing for me to say
about 1t now, and as soon as any such action is taken I
will let you know. I am in a position to spesk advis-
edly and with authority on the subject, for I am one of
the members myself., I am well acquainted with Rabbi
Joseph and Dr, Zinsler, and so far -as that movement is
concerned, they are men of small influence. 1 spent some
time over in Europe, too, so I know just what the situ-
ation ig. I will let you know when there is anything to
be known. You see, a good deal of this talk comes from
the New York press, I know the press there. I was there
some time, They don't hesjtate to put in anything
whether*it is true or not,®0 ‘

Rabbi Browne was personally ambitious and also rest-
less during his brief time in Toledo., He was actively seek-
ing an appointment as the first Jewish congressional chap-
lain in 1890, and he spent considerable time away from the
city on that and other projects.61 When he was asked in
September 1891 if he had accepted a call to a congregation
in Chicago, Browne first refused to be interviewed, He
later went to the Blade office where he presented a letter
from Congregation Emanuel on North Franklin street in
Chicago offering him a permanent position as rabbi at a
salary of $3,000 a year, DBrowne told the Blade that he had
not made up his mind, that he hated to leave Toledo.

Whilst our city is not a Chicago in size, its beauty and
the intelligence of its citizens are certainly equal to
any eity. I have lived here for two years, coming from
8 long residence in New York, but never regretted the

change, Besideg my congregation is decidedly the aver-’

age of the most intelligent Jewish congregation in the
land, and I have seen the country from end to end. So-

60Toledo Blade, October li, 1890, 2,

61Letter from Browne to E,W, Halford, 1890, Copy in
the American Jewish Archives, Cincinnati.
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T :

cially my People. here belong to the elite of the city,

and I+do déarly love them all. 1 can say what hardly

a Jewigh minister in the United States can boast, there

is not one amongst our members who is not dear to me;

whilat with a number I am on the most intimate terms.

It is therefore not very easy for me to decide, and my

congregatign, I am very gratified to say, do not like to

see me go.0?2

In fact, Browne said, A,S, Cohen of the Toledo con-

gregation had éven been kind enocugh to suggest that Browne's
sermons required an intelligent congregation, and that the
rabbl should consider that point before leaving. Browne
stayed in Toledo through the holidays but he left soon after.
By the end of ‘the year Eppstein was writing as he had written
many times before: "Religious affairs are at a standstill
here. The Temple is closed for want of a rabbi; no Chanukah
festival this year but lots of Christmas present and Christ-
mas trees awalting the children of the congregation.63 In
his next letter Eppstein said that several applications for
the position of rabbi had been received but a decision was
not yet made, He also passed on the interesting information
that another Orthodox Hebrew congregation had been organized

' and said that "the name

smong the "Russian-Polish Hebrews,'
Sharei Zedeck was adopted."éu
The accounts of Yom Kippur for 1892 refer to what must

have been an interim rabbi, a man Wechler, who conducted

services in the temple. The Blade extendsd the Jewish congre-

62Toledo Blade, September 1h, 1891, 3.
63American Israelite, December 31, 1891, 2,

6uﬁmericgn Isrgelite, January 7, 1892, =,
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gation's invitation to everyone in the community to attend
services which, it said, were both interesting and edifying,"
Orthodox services inthe Btnai Israsl synagogue were led by
Rabbis Arndt and Levin.65

in November 1892 Emanuel Schreiber preached hisxfirst‘
sermon as permanent rabbi, and with Schreiber Shomer Emunim
achieved a degree of stability, He stayed until June 1897
when he answered a call to Xoungstown, Ohio.66 Emanuel
Schreiber was almost'forty yearé old when he took the lead-
ership of the temple congregation. He was born in Lipnix,
Austria and studied at the Gymnasium in Vienna and at the
University of Berlin where he received a doctor of philosophy
degree in 1872, He served for a number of years as rabbi in
Bonn, Germany, but came to America and to a congregation in
Mobile, Alabama in 1881 in order to be able to express. his
reform ideas more freely, These he advocated publiely in
a newspaper called The Reform and in a number of books,
After Mobile he sesrved in Denver and Los Angeles before com-
ing to Toledo, ﬁe was a prolific suthor who had turned out-
at least twenty books and pamphlets by 1892, AHis current

book in that year was Reform Judsism and Its Pioneers, He

eyt v—

also read a paper, "Historians of Judaism" before the Parlia-

of Religions at the Chicago World’s Fair.67

65Tolegp Blade, September 29, 1892, &5,
66 |

American Israelite, November 2, 1892, 3, Toledo
Blade, June 16, 1397, C.

67Tg_ledo Blade, February 3, 189}, 2.
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Under Schreiber, and perhaps under Browne before him,
there seemed to be an increased public awareness of the dif-
ferences between the Reform and the Orthodox Jews, It was
almost as if the rabbl was engaged in a campaign to point
out these differences, An interesting éxample is an article
which appeared in the Blade, September 28, 1893, and which
describes ‘the celebration of Succouth or the Feast of Taber-
nacles, |

In Toledo the Orthodox Hebrews are observing the feast
with all due piety., There is one orthodox synagogue in
Toledo, at the corner of Woodruff avenue and Union
street, The congregation is made up largely of the
vendors of Canton avenue, but even there the feast is
celebrated, In the rear of several of the houses front-
ing on Canton avenue a Blade reporter saw booths erected
and the people observing the week with reverence, One
of these especially attracted attention, It was in the
rear dooryard of one of the dingy houses for which Can-
ton avenue is noted. The booth was about 8 x 10 feet

in size and about eight feet high, It was rudely con-~
strueted of rough cottonwood boards, with an improvised
door as & means of entrance, The top of the booth was
open with the exception of some maple boughs, the leaves
of which offered some protection, Within the booth

were rude cots on which the inmates slept during the
night, Here they remain and will continue until Monday
next, '

While this feast is observed in the literal sense, it is
not so with the reformed church, In fact, this is the
salient point which distinguishes the orthodox and the
reformed Jewish church, The orthodox inaist upon a lit-
eral interpretation of the scriptures while the reformed
church maintains that the words of the Scriptures are
allegorical and only the aspirit of the Scriptures shall
be carried out. The difference has so sstranged the two
churches that they are entirely seperate znd distinet,

Dr., E, Schreiber, rabbi of the Llenth Streekt Temple, kind«
ly explained the nature of the feast to the Blade. He
said: The Feast of the Tabernacles is the festival of
harvest and thanksgiving. The custom of building booths
out in the open air came from the fact that in ancient
times when farmers went out to harvest, tents were used
to repose in at night, During harvest time men thus
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he at least supplied the information on which they were
besed., It is important to point out, however, that Schreiber
was listed in the city directories for the years 1893-95 as
the rabbi of Sharei Zedeck also, which, if it is true, pro-
vides an additional perspective on the man.71 The first
rabbi of Sharei Zedeck, in 1892, was H. Benowitz whﬁ later
served as cantor for Congregation Btnai Israel. There may
have been more unity within the Jewish community than the
published accounts would have us believe. It was important
for Reform Jews in the 1890's to look as American as possible,
even if that image was secured at the expense of the Orthodox
newcomers,

The note on which the Blade article of February 189l
ended~-the projection of a bright future for Shomer Emunime~
must have brought a moment of pleasure to Max Eppstein who
had devoted so much of his 1life and time to the creation of
a2 stable congregation., Two weeks after it appeared Eppstein
was dead, the victim at last of the throat cancer from which

72

he had been suffering for many years, In his eulogy,

Schreiber described Eppsteints faith:

During all his painful illness he never gave up because
he believed in optimism, "Whatever God doth is for the
best, . . ." What gave him this optimism? His firm

faith in Judaism. . ., . He was a "man because he was a
Jew", ., ., . Not a Jew by race but by religion. He was
proud of Judaism because it requires martyrdom and sac-
rifice, » + . He was one of the founders and pillars of

e

"lsee Appendix B,

"2The cause of Eppstein's death was reported by the
Foprt Wayne Journsl, February 21, 189l, U,
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congregation Shomer Emunim, supported it with enthusiasm,
attended the temple whenever health permitted and was
superintendent of the Sabbath school since its estab-
lishment. He belonged to many charitable Jewish asso=-
ciations, He believed strongly in Reform Judaism which
claims that the greatest liberalism and intellectual
advancement in science are the best helps to the 1ldeals
of Judaism--ethical monotheism~~that there is no creed
in our religion that stands in the way of the searcher
after truth, . . .

And then Schreiber made the following plea~-a perfect final
tribute to Eppstein:

Judaism does not believe in the "erection of monuments

for the righteous, as their deeds are their monuments,"

But if you desire to honor Max Eppsteints memory, do

your best to strengthen our congregation even thou§h

you might not agree with its outward forms. . . N

Megx Eppstein had lived long enough to see the congre=-

gation he tended with such care housed in its own ﬁemple
and secured for the future. Former Congressman Frank idurd
prepared a tribute to his friend Max Eppstein in which he
stressed Eppstein's persistence: '"Disaster, persecution,
personal hostilities, social ostracism never weakened his
convictions nor the boldness with which he advocated them."ﬂL

Toledo!s religious Jews had lost both a friend and a cone

acience,

73Tolego Blade, February 22, 1894, 5.

71"Toledg Blade, March 12, 1894, 5. Hurd's statement
was prepared for delivery at a memorial service for Eppstein
on March 11, but Hurd was too ill to be present. His trib-

ute was read by Gotthilf Bloch,



Chapter Ten: AFTER FIFTY YEARS

Max Eppstein's view of the world and of Judaism was
a single-minded one, The pluralism of the Jewish experiQ
ence escaped him, and when "Veritas" tried to explain it
Eppatein only replied that "Veritas" was smarting from the
criticism leveled at him and all non-religious Jews.1 But
the fact is that by 1895, after Jews had been active in
Toledo for fifty years, the community was extremely divePSe;‘
with probably less than 10 per cent affiliated with the
Reform congregation.2

There had been considerable change, both in the city
and in its people in the half century that encompassed civil
war, industrialization, the development of labor unions, and
recurring economic c&ntraction and depression, The edge was
off the dream, the Future Great City of the World was iess

than a leader, a victim, perhaps of its own overconfidence.

TSee Chapfer Nine, 242-243.

. 2This statement is based on twenty-four member fami-~
lies at the time of the Tenth Street Temple dedication in
1889 and on Temple records which show forty~-five members for
the fiscal year 1904-05, These are heads of family (4nnual
Report of Joseph Steinem, treasurer, Congregation Shomer
Emunim, Fiscal Year September 10, 1905 to September 2, 1906,
located in the Temple files). In the census of 1890 Shomer
Emunim claimed 200 members and B'nai Israel claimed 5GO.
Undoubtedly this was an individual tabulation (Department of

the Interior, U,S, Census Office, Report opn Statistics gg
Chuyrches in the United States at the Eleventh Census: 189Q,
u16-u155.
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Toledoans had been assured for such a long tihe of theip
superior geographical position and their inevitable ascen-
dancy that they had come to believe in it, a circumstance
which induced a kind of complacency and led to a series of
delusions and decisions based on those delusions.3 As
Toledo historian Randolph Downes has expressed it, the city
was far from being in the "big league in the 1890ts and
was scarcely holding its own in the minors.u

The failure of the city to expand in accordance with
the earlier extravagant dreams, determined to a large extent
the size of its Jewish community. There is abundant evi-
dence to indicate that many Jews came to Toledo and did not
stay. Max Eppstein offers some specific examples: DM,
Lazarus, clothier, moved his business back to Warren, Ohio
in 1882 after only two years in Toledo; and Emanuel J. Cohn,
a man of considerable affluence, who moved to Toledo from
Detroit in 1885 in order to go into the dry goods business
with Simeon Frank, .Cohn moved back to Detroit in 1888, and
Frank eventually abandoned dry goods completely and went into
real estate.5 Both Mary Cook and Rosa Englander blamed their
difficulties on the fact that their husbands were unable to

find work in Toledo., The displaced and disillusioned Rus-

3Randolph C. Downes, Industrial Beginnings {(Toledo:
The Historical Society of Northwest Ohio, 1984), 2, 3, 8, 79.
b1pig., I

5Amegican Isrgelite, March 17, 1882, 301; April 3,

1885, 2; September 30, 1887, 6; April 20, 1888, ©.
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Sians wandering from Fort Wayne to Toledo were not in search
of a warm welcome, and despite the Blade's editorial opinion
they were probably not expecting to find gold in the streets.
They were looking for jobs, It is not enough to examine a
community in terms of waves of immigration or rate of nat-
ural increase; a Jewish community within a eity grows in
direct relation to the economic development of the city it-
self.6
| Perhaps this point might be made .for any ethnic
group, but it seems particularly valid when one deals with
the Jewish immigrants., The early Jews came 28 merchants and
suppliers of consumer needs, dependent upon an exvanding
locel market. Even when they went into the manufacturing
and wholegaling of goods, as Roemer and Alexander Black did,
they were producing consumer goods, men's and woment's cloth-
ing, in a highly competitive regional market,

In an interesting hypothesis sociologist Moses
Kligsberg has suggested that the Jews from Eastern Europe
came to America not principally because of poverty, hunger
or discrimination but in search of takhljs, the fulfillment
of an end;goal. "A Jew came to America," Kligsterg says,
"in order to have the perspective of working himself up, of
his children being able to be socially and occupationally

mobile, to achieve something, to carve out an individual

6See Lloyd P, Gartner, "The History of North American
Jewish Communities: A Field for the Jewish Historian,™ Jewish

Journal of Sociology, July, 1965, 22-2.
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niche marked by positive achievements."’ And while this may
be true of other immigrant groups as well, the principal of
takhlis was a pervasive one for Eastern European Jews and
their major motive was the search for social and material
‘advance, restrained or modified by a belief in education énd
knowledge and the acceptance of a social ideal which led many
Jews into radical groups.

Into whatever life plan individual Jews wove these
factors, they were nevertheless achievers, looking for‘bus-
iness and educational oﬁportunities and for the‘possibilitj
of sécial progress, with a deeply instilled sense of goal,

They naturally gravitated to the cities in Ohio and in the

nation where opportunity to live the kind of 1ife they en-

TMoses Kligsberg, "Jewish Immigrants in Business: A
Sociological Study," Publication of the American Jewigh His-
topical Society, March, 1967, 293,

8Kligsberg was careful to stress the hypothetical
nature of his conclusions, based on more than 500 autobi-
ographies of Jewish immigrants. In contrast to the Jewish
sense of goal and reverence for education, the following
describes the attitude of a Polish Catholic immigrant to
Toledo, Joseph Maroszek: "In Joseph's scheme of life, a
man worked until he had some money in his pocket. Then he
stopped work and enjoyed the money until it ran out. ' Then
he found work again, Joseph spent his Toledo life at a
long succession of factory jobs. His children went to work
for the family when they were old enough." Maroszek removed
hls thirteen year old daughter from school and falsified her
birth record so that she appeared to be sixteen and able to
go to work, Mary Cook was searching desperately for her
husband because her thirteen year old boy was peddling in
support of the family when he should be in school, The
Maroszek story was told by Mike Tressler, "Come and Enjoy
With Me, Vickie, I Got a Feeling I Will Not See You No More,"
Blade Sunday Magazine, May 26, 197h, 11-13,
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visioned was greatest.9 Toledo was too small and too con-
.aervative to sustain a large Jewish community in the
18901 8,10 |

As a further extension of that point, it is possible
to compare the Jewish community in 1870 with the community
in 1895 and see that of the seventy-five Jews identified
from the city directory in 1870, only twenty-eight remained
twenty-five yeasrs later. After subtracting the eleven who
afe known to have died {some of them after leaving Toledo),
one has to accouht for thirty-six, almost half the original
group, who either moved to another city or who otherwise
dropped out of sight. And these figures can not include,
of course, people who arrived after 1870 and left before
1895, Some of‘them were mentioned by Eppnstein when he was
recounting the history of Shomer Emunim at the temple
dedication in 1889, He listed the mainstays of the congre-

gation as E.,M, Stern, then deceased, and "the Messrs, G.

_ 9Philip D, Jordan, Ohio Comes of Age, 1873-1900, Vol.
V, The History of the State of Ohio, ed. by Carl Wittke
(Columbus: OChio State Archaelogical and Historical Society,
1943), 280-281. '

10y exchange of letters from the year 1906 illustrates

the conservative nature of the Toledo labor movement. As re=~
printed by Ande Manners, the letter from A.C. Fischer, secre-
tary of the Toledo Metal Trades Asscciation to David Bressler
of the Industrial Removal Office in New York asked for ten
first class lathe hands who could speak English and were non-
union men. "There is positively no strike on here, nor do
we anticipate one, but we have a great many radical fellows
in our shops whose services we wish to dispense with," Fischer

said, Bressler replied ", . . it isn't likely that we
will be able to fill your requisition., . . ." {(Fischer's let-
ter was dated June 23, 1906, and reprinted in Poor Cousins
/New York: Coward, McCann and Geohegan, 19727, 1867.
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Goldsmith, A.M, Graff, Max Isenthal, Jacob and Jerome Herff
(g1l non-residents now) and the Messrs., Jacob Lasalle, J.
Landman, Henry Stern, Joseph Roemer, S. Dallet, M.M., Eppstein

and others."11

But as numerous merchants and workmen drifted in and
out of the Toledc area, there were a surprising number of
the original band of Jews still living, and some of them
still working, after fifty years., Jacob and Fannie Landman
were living with their son William on Tenth street, not far
from the temple.12 Lahman Kraus, retired from his tailor-
ing business in 1895, underwent major eye surgery at the
University of Michigan hospital to stave off blindness. He
had 1ived much of his life in a brick house at Jefferson and
Superior streets, and spent his final years at 1008 Jeffer-
son.l> His brother Jacob died in 1886 in Logansport, Indi-
ana at the home of one of his six childr-en.l,'L William Krausts
widow, Marianne, lived with her daughter and son-in-law
Laura and Adolph Feiss on Madison street. Joseph Thorner

was dead but his wife Rosa lived until 191hL., Henry Thorner,

11Americgn Israelite, September 26, 1889, L. Gustav
Goldsmith had moved to Chicago, and A.M, Graff was dead. His
daughter Henrietta was married to Henry Thorner,

lzlnformation in this paragraph, unless otherwise in-
dicated, comes from Polk's City Directory, 1895.

13Ame ican Israelite, October 19, 1888, 3, Newspaper
clipping, "Kﬁother Landmark Disappearing,”" February 1905, in
Streets Scrapbook (Jefferson Avenue), Local History Room,
Toledo and Lucas County Publie Library.

1L"Gruido Marx, "The German Element," in Clark Waggoner,

ed,, History of the City of Toledo and Lucas Count Ohio
(New York and Toledo: Munsell and Company, 1888), 7L42.
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as widows, The remaining forty-nine were undoubfedly un-
married daughters or sisters living at home. Marpried women's
names did not appear in the directory if their husbands were
living., Five women were listed as students with no indica-
tion of whether they were in college, or a business school,
or what kind of training they were taking.

Among the women emploféd outside their homes were
three teachers and one prihcipal-—Adelé Dallet tﬁen at Junc-
tion school.21 By far the greatest number of women, seventeen,
worked as clerks or shop girls for Lasalle and Koch, Lamsons,
The Lion Store, Toledo Laundry, Fisher, Eaton and Co.,, the
Emporium, W,L. Milner and Co., and other unidentified firms,
Three women were bookkeepers, two were packers for Woolson
Spice'Co., one each was a stenographer, cashier, boxmaker,

cook, domestic, and society editor of the Sunday Courier.

Four women were identified as dressmakers, two as milliners,
and one as a finisher, The remaining seven owned or managed
businesses, some as the heirs of their husbands. Mrs, Eva-
Gitskey had a cigar business on Monroe Street, Dena Friedman
operated a dry goods store, Celia Friedman was a music dealer,
Julia Wise ran a news depot, and Sallie Simon, Fredericksa

Cohn and Bertha Van Noorden were in the clothing business.22

°1The other teachers were Regina Frank at Jefferson
school, Flora Herskovits at Hoag school, and Olga Heyn at
Broadway school

22Solomon Van Noorden died April 6, 189L at the age
of seventy-seven (Polk's City Directory, 189L, 1136).
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N.D, Oesterman's actress daughters were not listed, and an-
other Oestermah daughter, Rae Wertheim, who had a flourish-
ing millinery business earlier in the decade, had left the
city by 1895,°3

Of the ;53 men in the Jewish community, only thirty-
five were shown without any employment and many of these
were undoubtedly retired, Nine men were listed as students,
at least two of them at the University of Michigan.gh

It is dangerous to treat employment information taken
from the city directory as definitive because of omissions,
and errors, and because terminology varies, but the following
broad outline emerges. Four hundred-twelve Jewish men were
employed, fifty=-one as peddlers and forty-four as clerks.
Fifteen men worked as tailors, twenty-six as cigar makers,
two as apprentices, and one each as a plumber, a railroad
pasgenger agent, a county surveyor, a postal superintendent,
and a postal clerk, Five were bookkeepers, Thirty-two men

identified their work as "traveling agent," only one called

himself a salesman, one said he was a "canvasser" and another

23Mps, Wertheim might have been in Belgium in 1895,
Her daughter Sadie was a musical prodigy who studied violin
at the Brussels Conservatory and who toured the principal
cities of EuroPe before her 1898 debut in Carnegie Hall, 'She
used the name "Sada." (Musicians Scrapbook, Local History
Room, Toledo and Lucas County Public Library).

2L‘Ja_rmnes Lasalle and Coleman Frank were both at Ann
Arbor, Other Toledoans who had been at the University of
Michigan were Art Hubert, James Franc, and Charles K, Fried-
man, Leo Friedman sttended Johns Hopkins and Morris Black
went to a Technical College in Bostor, probably MIT (American
Israelite, September 28, 1893, 3, signed "Nathaniel,”
written September 17).
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was an insurance solicitor., Five men were insurance agents,
and six others identified themselves as "agents" for other
firms, Two men were "halpers," one was a gardener, one a.
watchman, one a wagonmaker, one a machine hand, one a tinner,
and five were teamsters, or draymen. There were two "col~
lectors," one printer, one finisher and three shoemakers,
Sixteen men were lsborers and five were barbers, There was
also one "elevator conductor," one watchman, one chairmaker,
and fourteen store managers. One man was on the police force,
one was the market superintendent, four worked sas cutters in
a clothing factory, and two were factory foremen. One man
was a molder, one a cornicemaker, one a portrait agent, and
one a woodworker, All ofthese men--266, or 6li.5 per cent of
those employed~--worked for other people.25 The remaining
35.5 per cent wers either in business for themselves or were
members of a firm. The nature of these businesses varied
widely from a grocery store or a saloon on Canton avenue to
A, Black and Company, cloak manufacturer, or to Lasalle and
Koch, retailers. Most of the Jews were concentrated in the
clothing business, either as manufacturers, wholesalers, or
retailers; in wines and liguors; and in the manufacture and
sale of cigars,

The 1895 directory lists two cloak mamufacturers,

Alexander Black and Company and the Toledo Hymen Company,

25It is not possible to be certain in all cases.
Some of the draymen, for example, might have been self-
employed, as might some of the barbers or shoemakers,
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The latter was headed by Daniel (sometimes David W.) Hymen
who lived in Cincinnati. The resident manager was Lewis
Heinsheimer, vice president of the fim. There were also
two clothing wholesalers listed, both Jewish firms, Stern
and Bloch, and Litman and Hoffstadt.26 Among the clothing
retailers, fifteen out of twenty-three were Jewish firms,
In the merchant tailor listing the Jews were well repre-~
sented-~-ten out of forty-three--but they did not dominate
the field, Only seven of the fifty-one tailors whose names
appear in the directory are now known to have been Jewish.27
The same was true in the liquor field--~Jews were
prominent but they by no means held a monovoly. Nine out
of twenty;five liquor and wine dealers were Jewish, includ=-
ing one firm owned by Herman Lustig who lived in Akron,
Ten cigar mahufacturers out of forty-~five were Jewish, as
were two cigar wholesalers out of nine and five retailers
out of forty-two.28 In addition, Jews operated a number of
other businesses outside these thrée ma jor areas: a shoe
store, two crockery stores, two Tfurniture stores, a hotel,
a notion business, the manufacture of toilet preparations,
the manufacture of underwear, a millinery store, a mattress

factory, a hide business, the Novelty Cloak Rack Company,

26‘Polk's City Directory, 1895, 1280,

27Ibid., 1322, One of the tailoring firms, Clay
Tailoring Company, was headed by Max W, Kraus of Louisville,
Kentucky,

281pia., 1278-79.
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a retail wallpaper store, a dry cieaner, four jewelry stores,
five meat markets, two drug stores, a fruit market, = milk
distributorship, six saloons, six-grocery stores and two
pawnbroker-loan establishments. Simon Frank was in the
real estate business,

There were also beginning to be some professional
men in the Jewish community: three rabbis, one principsal,
one teacher, five physicians, and three attorneys, Martin
Friedberg, who taught for many years in the Toledo schools
and operated a business school in the summer time, had set
himself up as an accountant., EJd Lemberger was principal of
Nebraske street school and Leo Jacobs was listed as a
teacher.29 The doctors included young Otto Landman, son of
Jacob and Fannie, who was an occulist. He had graduated
from the University of Michigan Medical school in 1887,
and spent two years in European schools working on his Specie-
alty. He returned to Toledo in 1889, married Carrie Thorner,
daughter of Henry Thorner, in 1890 and opened an office in
the Onterio Hotel. By'1895 he had moved to Pythian Castle,-C
Another well-known Jewish doctor was Phlip J, Schreiber, an
immigrant from Hungary who studied medicine at the Cin-

cinnati College of Physicians and Surgeons. He lived in

29Friedberg resigned as principal of the German de=-
partment of the high school in 1891 (American Israelite,
July 2, 1891, ©), :

30American lsraelits, November 16, 1888, 3; written
November 11: December » 1090, 3; written November 23; tele-
phone interview with Mrs, M, William Goldman, daughter of
Otto and Carrie Landman.



286

Dayton and moved his family to Toledo in 1890. Schreiber's
son Cornell was a two~term mayor of Toledo, elected in 1917
and again in 1919,31

erhe three young lawyers in the Jewish community were
Moses G. Bloch, mentioned earlier, Charles K, Friedman, and
Samiel Kohn, Kohn was born in Toledo in 1856, the son of
Simon and Ernestine Kohn, an ill-fated woman who died myster-
iously in 187)4..32 Samuel Kohn read law with J.C, Coffman
and was admitted to the bar in March 1879, He was appointed
assistant county prosecutor, a twelve-~hundred-dollar a year
poat, in 1887, and two years later was named assistant city
solicitor. Xohn was an anti-Hurd Democrat who became a
power in the party, and later served on the faction-ridden
and frequently self-serving board of education in the
1890'3.33 In 1895 Sam Kohn was president of the board, and
was identified in the local papers as "Boss Kohn."Bh

The third Toledo attorney, Charles Knox Friedman was

also a native, born in the city in 1873, thé son of Morris
Friedman and his wife Annie, whose maiden name was tyroler.
Morris Friedman was a cigar manufacturer in the 1870's and

1880's, Charles Friedman graduated from the Manual Training

31po1edo News-Bee, January 27, 1922; July 27, 1929.

32589 Chapter Eight, 213.
g
3330nn M, Killits, ed., Toledo and Lucas Count Ohio,
16g3-1323 (Chicago and Toledo: S.J, Clarke, 1923), Vol. 111,
97. andolph C, Downes, Industrial Beginnings, 207-208,

3uUnidentified local newspaper clippings Trom Byron
Ritchie scrapbook #2 in the Local History Room, Toledo and
Lucas County Public Library,
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School in Toledo and from the University of Michigan where
he received a bachelor of laws in 1893 and a master of laws
in 1894, The youngest of the Jewish attorneys in 1895,
Charles Friedman had a long career as a carpdrate lawyer,
a corporate director, and as an active community leader a-
head of him, Hé married Nuna Landman, daughter of Isaac
Landman, in 1898.3° |

Among the newcomers to the city in the decade 1885~
1895 there were undoubtedly .many with interesting stories,
Two of them, Pauline Steinem and Sam Cohn, were destined to
become leaders in the community and their experiences are
of special interest.

Paguline Steinem was born in Radziewo, Foland, then
controlled by Russia, and attended the State Normal school
of Bavaria. She married Joseph Steinem, a German who had
been in America since 1869, The Steinems probably came to
Toledo in 1886 or 1887, A son killed in World War 1 was
born in the city in 1890, Joseph Steinem had worked first
in Charleston, West Virginia and then in Fostoria, Chio
before settling in Toledo. In 1895 he was in the liquor
business with his brother, but he soon established his own

real estate firm. He died in 1929.36

35Charles Friedmants degrees, along with the documents
admitting him to practice before the Supreme Court of Ohio
and the Supreme Court of the United States are on file at
the American Jewish ArchiveS, Cincinnati (flat file)., David
Alexender, "History of the Jews in Toledo," Reform Advocate
(Chicago), June 20, 1908, 17, See also Killits, Toledo and
Lucas County, III, 586,

36ﬁlexander,'ﬂistory of the Jews in Toledo," 17. Ilol-
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Pauline Steinem believed in working through existing
institutions, and where there were none, she founded them.
In her early years in the community she served as secretary
of the Hebrew Ladies!' Benevolent Society and as president
of the Temple auxiliary. In September 1893 Pauline Steinem
and Rabbi Browne's wife represented Toledo at the Jewish
Women's Congress in Chicago, Circulars had been sent to all
large cities asking Jewish women to hold mass meetings to
select delegates., Papers were presented on the subject of
women wage workers, on the influence of the discovery of
America on Jews, and on a subject of great importance in the
1890's~~how nations can be influenced to protest or even
interfere in cases of religious persecution within another
country. During one of the lulls in the proceedings four
letters of "encouragement" were read. They came from the
Jewish leader Dr. Sabato Morais of Philadelphia, from the
well-known Mrs. Nina Morais Cohen of Minneavpolis, from
Bertha Honoré Palmer (Mrs. Potter Palmer) of Chicago and
from Mrs, Joseph Steinem of Toledo, Ohio. Pauline Steinem

was undoubtedly a woman who knew her own mind and who had

T

nggﬁﬁews-Bee, December 27, 1929. Tonledo Times, January
7, 1940, Toledo Blade, January 6, 1940, iIn & curious in-
terview in the Chicago Tribune, Ruth Steinem, daughter-in-
law of Pauline and mother of Gloria Steinem, said that
"Gloria's fathers people were French Huguenots from Phila-
delphia," and that "Mother Steinem, Pauline, want to the
Ladies' Seminary where she was active in women's rights,"
She also said that Gloria never knew her grandmother be-
cause she died before Gloria was born (Chicago Tribune,
Sunday, November 5, 1972, Section 5, 1), None of this checks
with local information, Gloria Steinem was born in 193L
and her grandmother died in Jamuary 1940.
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the confidence to express her views, Her later career in~
volved not only five years on the Toledo Board of Education
but also a leading role in Jewish charitable activities and
in woments rights, She was a library trustee, she led the
campaign for a juvenile court, and she made many appearances
before the state legislature to express her views on educa~
tion.37

Sam Cohn, who spelled his name with a "C", was a Re-
publican politician, and Sam Kohn; with a "K", was a Demo~-
crat. Undoubtedly there was confusion about the two, al-
though one was a native Toledoan and the other a relative
newcomer in 1895, Cohn was born in Nanash, Hungary in 1856,
the grandson of a rabbi. He was trained in rabbinical
studies, was married and had four children when he decided
he would emigrate to North America. He went first to Pansama
to work as a peddler, During a siege of yellow fever his
partner died, and Cohn hitched a ride to New Orleans on an
American war vessel, He peddled his way through the'South,
stopping to run a laundry in one city and to work as super-
intendent of railroads in Baton Rouge., He acdumulated some
capital which he invested in a hotel and four stores in

Greenville, Mississippi, a venture which was totally destroyed

by flood waters.,

37Paner3 of the Jewish Women's Conference Held at
Chicago, September 6 1893 (Philadelphia: The Jewish
Publication Society of America, 1894), 265, Toledo Blade,
January 6, 1940; Toledo Times, January 7, 1940.
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His next misfortune was a railroad accident in which
he was badly crushed, His wife came from Hungary to care
for him, and although he recovered his mobility, he was
forced to walk with erutch and cane for the rest of his
life. 1In 1889 the Cohns came to Toledo and sent for their
children. They were reputed to have brought $30,000 in
.¢ash Qith them. For a time Sam Cohn operated a wholesale
_ ﬁofions store, but he invested heavily in the Findlay oil
field, lost his business and worked hard to repay his credi-
tors, He thén épened a saloon but he helped so many dere~
licts.that'that business also failed, His next step was in-
to politics, first as an assistant assessor and then as
market manager, a post which he held undser Mayor Guy Major
and "Golden Rule" Jones, For this he ﬁas paid $65.,00 a
month.38

Although the story of Sam Cohn's political service,
both local and to the state of Ohio, belongs largely in the
twentieth century, he made friends from the time he first
moved into the community. When he died in 1915 federal
and county courts were suspended, county offices were closed
during the hours of the funeral and so were most of the bus«~
inesses on Canton avenue. The Jewish Educational Building,
where the funeral services were held, was quickly filled,

while judges, lawyers, professional men, politiecians and

38Nevin O, Winter, A History of Northwest Ohio (Chi-
cago: Lewis Publishing Company, 1917) Vol. 1l, 995-998,
Alexander, "History of the Jews in Toledo," 18.
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of Moses and another to Jesus, and then
in the other fifty Sundays let us congregate, as in
congregating we leave all personal animosities behind, -
and our pleasures in life are greatly heightened when
shared with others, and listen to criticism of very
great historical men, who for good or bad influenced our
race. Also let the subjects be great inventors, great
naturalists and scientists, or natural geniuses who gave
direction to the couﬁge of the human race, Give us
facts, no illusions.
That Alexander Black knew a natural genius when he saw one is
illustrated by a story that goes back to the 1870's, Black
employed fifteen-year-old Max Judd, who eventually became a
nationally recognized authority on chess=-a game at which
Black was very good. He was, in fact, rated as one of the
best players in Chio, One day when Max Judd was playing
against Sam Dallet in Black's store, the boy seemad to be
winning easily. Black came to the aid of the older man and
together they were defeated. Alexander Black was so amazed
that he gave up chess and was said never to have played
again.u7
Black was a man of firm conviction, the kind of as-
surance that a person needs in order to offer his thoughts
to the world in the form of aphorisms. Black called his
short statements "Mental Icedrops in the Cold Atmosphere of
Observation." A few of them concern religion in general and

the faith of his fathers (as Eppstein would remind him)} in

particular:

u6B1ack, Aphorismsg, 61

u7Toled Blgde, January 17, 1886, 6, Max Judd's
brother, Maurice, was a jeweler who lived in the c¢ity from

1877 until his death in 191); (Toledo Blade, July 6, 191, 2).
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Jews never apostate, except for love or for money.

Religion is a mirror which reflects the ideal of the
one who looks into it.

"Love and Fear God." There is no room for love where
there is fear, as fear is a sentiment always mixed with

hatred.

Atonement-~I have never sinned against a God; could not
if I tried to. My sins against my fellow-man he has no
right to forgive me, at their expense.

Conscience is older than religion., In faet, conscience
dictated the moral code to the founders of religion.

The conscience of every race was thus impersonated in
its religion,

The only way the Jews can save their lives is by com-

mitting suicide in allowing themselves to be absorbed

by other races, but a race, aware of its superior

qualities and blind to its obnoxious failings will 8

struggle long and hard before it will obliterate itself%

To place the Democratic, religious, German Max Epp-

stein and the Republican, freethinking, Hungarian Alexander
Black in the same "community" is to confront the difficulties
of Jewish history. These two men could have had nothing in
common, except that they were both born of Jewish parents,
a fact which was central to Eppsteint's life and apparently
incidental to Black's. But perhaps there was something more
that they shared-=~both men had a compulsion for didactic
prose although their goals differed. Alexander Black summed
up his rules for living as follows:

As our obligations on earth are only to our fellowmen,

the rules of life can be simplified to four:

Be just--that is your duty.
Be generous-~that is your merit.

hBBlack, AQI;OI:iSmS, 3; 61 7’ Bp 9-
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Be sympathetic-~that proves you humane, 49
Be forgiving-~thus you reach the ideal man.

There is one other way in which the hiftofy of Alex-
ander Black and his wife Theresa might help t; illustrate
the composition of the Jewish community--and that is to show
patterns of intermarriage between the 1eading Jeﬁish fam=
ilies. The Blacks had eight children, six of them daughters.
Rose, the eldest who was probably born in Europe, married
Joseph Roth (and their daughter Viola married James Lasalle,
son of Jacob Lasalle), A second Black daughter, Charlotte,
married a distant cousin Samuel Schoenfield, whom Alexander
Black éook into his firm, Laura married Morris Friedman and
Harriet (or Hattie) married Joseph Koch, then the sole part=
ner of Jacob Lasalle, Estelle Black married Henry Streetman
who came to Toledo from New England and who also entered the.
firm'of A, Black and Company.

When Hattie Black Koch died in 1896, her sister Belle
married the widéwer Joseph Koch and he lived another eight
years, leaving Belle a widow in 190l. ﬁhen Estelle Street-
man died a few years later, Belle married her widower, Henry
Streetman, Belle Black, therefore, was married to two of
har sisterst husbands; and had children by both of thenm,
Since her sisters also each had children, the family is very
difficult to unravel, Consider, for example, Harold Koch

who is the son of Joseph and Belle Koch, He had one full

b91pid,, 62.
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sister; two half sisters and a brother who were the children
of his father and his aunt; a half sister who was the later
child of his mother and his uncle, then his stepfather; and
a cousin who was the daughter of his stepfather.50 The
Blacks' oldest son, Maurice, married a Catholic woman and
lived in Detroit. A younger son, Arthur, married Clara
Wiler, granddaughter of Jacob and Fannie Landman, uniting
those two families., Arthur Black was in business in 1895
with his brother-in«law Joseph Roth, together they operated
the Pérfection Shirt Waist Company. Roth was also associ~-
ated with Jacob Friedman in the operation of the Feerless
Knitting Mills.

One other family is of special interest because it
serves to illustrate another aspect of Jewish life-~the
rapid social mobility of the early Jews. Solomon and Gerttia
Powder had three children, Hannah, Charlotte, and Moses.
Solomon Powder was the match peddler who occasionally drank
too much and argued too vehemently. He was seventy years old
and his wife was sixty-seven in 1880.51 At that time their

daughter Hannah Jacobson, her husband Michael, and three of

5OInterviews with Harold Koch, son of Joseph and
Belle Koch, and with Mrs. Robert Zimmerman, daughter of
Arthur and Clara Black.

5lgee Chapter Eight, 22, The spelling "Gerttia"
appears on the Census schedule which was frequently incor-
rect., The names "Yetta" and "Showel" Powder appear on
graves at Bagle Point cemetery, If this is the same couple
their ages were also incorrect on the Census report. Yeatta
would have been sixty and Showel fifty-nine in 1880.
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dasughter, Esther, married Harry Levison, originally from
Leipsic, Ohio, who was also a physician, Another daughter,
Florence, was a kindergarten teacher wholmarried Moses
Isenberg, a jeweler.sh

Hannah Powdér Jacobson's sister Charlotte (she used
Pulvermacher, the original name, as her maiden name) married
Julius (Yudel) Eppstein, a peddler. They lived on State
street where they raised seven children, among them Toledo
attorney Joseph Eppstein, a Demoecratic politician and a
friend of Harry Truman, and Louis Eppstein who succeeded
Alfred B, Koch as president of Lasalle and Koch in 1933,
Louis Eppstein recalled a boyhood of extreme poverty and
hardship. He started delivering newspapers at the age of
seven ahd went to work for Lasalle and Koch in 1887 when
he was eleven.55

The third of Solomon and Gerttia Powder's children,
Moses, was an on-again, off-again policeman, but an impor-

tant member of the force during the years that he Servéd.56

Shlnterview with Howard Jacobson. See Killits,
Toledo and Lucas County, III, for a five-page biography of
Julius Jacobson, 174-180, Jacobson died in 1918 at the
age of thirty-nine. Levison family papers including the
marriage certificate (in Hebrew) of Esther Jacobson and
Harry Levison are in the American Jewish Archives, Cincin-
nati. Interview with Marshall Isenberg, son of Florencs
and Moses Isenberg.

55Toledo Blade, November 29, 1933, Clippings in the
collection of Harold Koch.

56369 Chapter Eight, 22h-225. Powder joined the
police force in 1881, resigned in 1882, rejoined soon after
and resigned again in 1891, When he died in 1899, his
sergeant said that he had been in continous service for
about six years (Toledo Biasde, January 19, 1882; City of
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Dese cursed Eetalians, zey break up my beesiness mit
deir carts, Zey come here and fill up ze whole city
mit baganas agg fruit and zey pays nothing but $10 a
year license,
The merchant's desire, at least according to the Blgde, was
to keep the foreigners out,

The currents of ethnic and religious prejudices
swirled around Moses Powder and he was not immune to them
himself. In one case he was attacked while making an arrest
and the prisoner,.a Negro named Bill Pierce, was charged
with assault with intent to kill. Powder told the judge
that Pierce chewed on his thumb for a minute and a half, bit
his 1lip, and yelled to friends to bring a razor so he could
cut Powder's heart out. The defendent charged that Powder
bit him first., Called for rebuttal, Moses Powder said:

We are particular about what we eat and are not even
allowed to eat pork, let alone tough meat like that
fellow,b1
Other people agreed with him. The Blade quoted a "gentle-
man" as saying, "I'd rather have a rattlesnake bite me than
a negro like Bill Pierce. A snake's bite wouldn't be half
80 poisonous."62
Anti-semitism seems to have been more blatant in

the 1880's and 1890!'s, but it was aimed chiefly at the im-~

migrant Jews or those suspected of a crime. Inthis sense

6OToledo Blade, October 9, 1885, 5,

617516d0 Blade, January 5, 1887, 3.

62Tolggg Blade, December 10, 1886, 1. In the origi-
nal story of the assault, it was reported that a mob was
gathering to help the prisoner and that Powder escaped worse
injury only by blowing his police whistle until help came.
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the treatment of the Jews was not significantly different
from that accorded any other immigrant or minority group.
There were stories. about a continuing feud between a Russian
Jewish tailor named Moses Plotkin and the Polish Jews who
were determined to make 1life miserable for him, and én occa-
sional divorce story, but they were no worse than the dia-
tribes against the Poles, or the Italians, or the Blacks or

"un-American."63 And the Jews them-

anyone else who gseemed
selvéé had their prejudices. They also had something most

of the other immigrant groups did not have--at least right
away--a respectable elite who had moved iﬁto positions of
ieadership in the community., Max Eppstein, who had served

on city council in addition to all his other activities,

was honored as "An American Jew," and the entire council
attended services for him. And while we might deplore that
it was necessary to label Eppstein as a "Jew" in the final
newspaper headlines about him, it was an identification which

he sought and which he would have welcomed.6u.

63Toledo Blade, Cctober 1, 1885, I, Plotkin waes in
the papers frequently. One divorce story involved Fannie
and Isadore Goldstein; the latter was identified as "a He~
brew peddler, about 4O years of age, with curly hair and the
distinctive clear cut features of the children of Israel,"
His wife was described as "a pretty woman ten years younger,
with a winning smile and a flying tongue" (Toledo Blads,
January 15, 1886, 3).

6uToledo Blade, March 12, 1894, 5. Eppstein was very
pleased in 1888 to have been named in the will of his em~
ployer, Colonel W,J, Finlay, and said it was a rare honor
for a Jew, He received seventy-five shares of stock in the
Finlay Brewing Company (American Israelite, May 25, 1888, 9,
written May 20; Toledo Blade, May 5, 1888, 3).













Appendix A: JEWS IN SCOTT'S TOLEDO CITY DIRECTORY
1870-71.,

Arago, Solomon, rabbi, ‘House north side of Washington,
near Huron,

Black, Alexander, Black and Hofman, manufacturers of hoop
skirts, 105 Summit. House, 41 Illinois,

Black, Herman, salesman, 105 Summit, House, 18} Adams,

Cohen, Alies S,, clerk, Lasalle and Epstein, Boards, 278
Huron.

Dallet, Jacob, manufacturer and dealer in cigars at 108
Adams street, Residence, same,

Dallet, Simon, firm Sternfeld and Dallet. House, 59 I11-
inois,

Davis, Charles, clerk, B. and L. Gitskey, Boards, 90 Su-
perior, :

Feiss, Adolph, firm Loewenthal and Feiss, dealers in cigars,
tobacco, and smoking articles, 93 Summit street.
Boards, 39 Monroe.

Franc, Leopold, L. Franc and Company. House, )i Freeman's
Block, ﬂEl Erie.

Frank, Isadore, laborer, Residence Curtis and Brainerd.

Freedman, Max, firm Pollack and Freedman, saloon and con-
fectionary, 265% Summit, Hesidence, Gitskey's Block,

Friedlander, Alex, clerk, Eaton and Backus. House, 130
Walnmut,

Friedlander, Isaac, clerk, 53 Monrce. Boards, 152 Cherry;

Friedman, Morris, cigar manufacturer, 53 State. Residence,
same,

Galeerd, Lahman, cigarmaker, Clark Scripture. House, 50 John.

Gitskey, Abraham, clerk, 163 Summit. Boards, 387 Erie,

306
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Gitskey, Benjamin, firm B, and L, Gitskey, 29 and L3 Summit.
House, 76 Madison,

Gitskey, Jonah M, Residence, 106 Superior, upstairs.

Gitskey, Joseph Simon, office, 5 Gitskey's Block, west
corner Monroe at St, Clair, Boards, 387 Erie,

Gitskey, Lewls, firm B, and L., Gitskey, 29 and 43 Summit.
House, 76 Ontario,

Gitskey, Moses, firm, 89, 163 Summit. House, 387 Erie,

Gitskey, Reubeﬁ, clerk B, and L. Gitskey., House, 76
Ontario,.

Goldberg, Abram, tin peddler, House, 30 State,

Goldsmith, Gustave, firm G, Goldsmith and Brother, 27 Summit,
House, 67 Michigan.,

Goldsmith, Nathaniel, clerk, G, Goldsmith and Brother.

Goldsmith, Simon, firm, G, Goldsmith and Brother., Reslidence,
27 Summit.,

Graff, Abraham, firm, Thorner and Graff, House, 177 Madison.
Heyn, Julius, firm L, Franc and Compény. Boards. 117 Huron.

Hirsch, Simon, clerk 25 Summit (Gitskey's). Boards, %6
Michigan.,

Hofman, Samuel, firm, Black and Hofman, 105 Summit, House,
70 Michigan,

Holt, Charles, glazier. House, 52 John,

Isenthal, Max, watchmaker, William Nichols. House, LLl Erie,
Koch, Joseph, clerk, J,W, Mulinix, dry goods, 101 Summit.
Kohn, Simon,.iée dealer, House, 220 Washington.

Kraus, August, helper L,S, and M.S.R,

Kraus, Justus, clerk T,H, Hough Co,, house furnishings.
Boards, 72 Jefferson.

Kraus, Lahman, Kraus and Daiber, clothing. House, 72 Jeffer-
son,

Kraus, William, City Bank, Kraus and Smith, 148 Summit.
House, 71 Washington,
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Landman, Isaac, Stettiner and Company, 4O Monroe, Bosrds,
39 Monroe,

Landman, Jacob, Stettiner and Company, 4O Monroe. House,
Summit, southwest corner Elm, ‘

Landman, Rudolf, clerk, H. Stettiner. House, west cornenr
of Summit and Elm.

Lasalle, Jacob, firm, Lasalle and Epstein, dealers in dry
goods, notions, etec,, 51 Summit. House, 129 Madison.

Loeb, Isaac, clothing, 25 Summit, House, 66 Michigan.
Loeb, Max, clerk, 25 Summit, Boards, 66 Michigan.

Loewenthal, Morris S,, firm, Loewenthal and Feiss, 93 Summit,
Residence, 26 Campbell Block.

Marx, Emma, teacher, boards, 257 Monroe.

Marx, Guido, firm R, Brand and Company. Residence, 11,2
Huron.

Marx, Joseph, firm, Ladies' Bazaar, 57 Monroe. Residence,
same,

Oesterman, Nathan D., New and Second Hand Clothing, 10l
Cherry, Residence, 17 Woodruff,

Powder, Moses, peddler, Residence, 17 Woodruff, upstairs.
Reis, Isadore, peddler, House, 20 State.

Reis,'Jacob, carpenter, House, west side of Erie, fourth
door south of Logan.

Reis, Nathan L., Confectionary and Ladies' Ice Cream Saloon
and Restaurant, Cafe de 1'Europe, 22 Summit, residence,
same,

Roemer, Joseph, Roemer and Stern, wholesale ¢lothing, 26 and
28 Summit. House, 113 Cherry, '

Rosenbach, Marcus, Van Noorden and Company, 190 Summit.
Boards, 321 Huron.

Rosenbaum, Herman, traveling agent, C. Entemann, Boards,
154 Cherry,

Rosenbush, Frank, Dealer in cigars, smoking articles, ete.,
39 Summit, Residence 317 Summit, upstsirs,
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Roth, Jacob. House, 159 Cherry.
Sherman, Samuel, tinsmith. Boarding house, 153 St. Clair,

Sherman,rsamuel W., jeweler, 255 Summit, Boards, 153 St,
Clairo

Simon, Joseph, clerk, 89 Summit, Boards, 387 Erie.

Solomon, Henry, second hand clothing, 69 Monroe.

Solomon, Samuel,.china peddler, Boards, 69 Monrce.

Stern, Henry, Roemer and Stern. House, 1172 Superior,

Stern, Joseph, clerk, Roemer and Stern. Boards, 120 Madison.
Stern, William, firm Roemer and Stern, Boards, U472 Superior.

Sternfeld, Nathan, firm, Sternfeld and Dallet, 37 Monroe.
Boards, 59 Illinois.

Stettiner, Henry, H. Stettiner and Company, 970 Monroe.
House, 236 Huron.

Stettiner, Samuel, Stettiner and Company, Importers and
Wholesale Dealers in Wines and Liquors, [0 Monroe.
Boards, west corner Summit and Elm,

Thorner, Henry, Thorner and Graff. House, 185 Huron.

Thorner, Joseph, firm George Meissner and Company. House,
55 Jefferson.

Tyroler, Adolph, cigarmsker, House, rear 36l Michigan,

Van Noorden, Samuel, firm Van Noorden and Company, 190
Summit, Boards, 321 Huron,

Van Noorden, Solomon, c¢lothing, new and second hand, Van
Noorden and Company, 190 Summit., House, 321 Buron.

Wiener, Frank J., wagomnmaker. House, 17 John,
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1875-76, Continued

"SCHOMER AMONIM"
HEBREW REFORMED CONGREGATION

President--E,M, Sterne

Vice President--G, Goldsmith

Secretary~-Max M, Eppstein

Treasurer~-M, Gitskey

Trustees-~-Jacob Lasalle, H, Sterne, S, Kohn
(Scott's, 59}

1876=77

JEWISH
(Btnai Israel)

Church, Lynn Street
Services Every Saturday from 8 to 10 a,m.

Rabbi=-~Abraham Goldberg

WSCHONER AMONIM"
Hebrew Reformed Congregation

President E,M, Stern

Vice President G, Goldsmith

Saecretary ~ Max Eppstein

'reasurer J. Roemer

Trustees Jacob Lasalle, S, kohn,

H, Stern, and J. Roemer
(3cott's, 56]

JEWISH
Btnai Isrsael

Lynn, between Summit and Water
Organized 1869
Services every Saturday from 8 to 10 a.m.

Rabbi, -~-A. Goldberg
President,-~N.D, Oesterman
Vice Pr331dent --A Shugarman
Secretary, --A4, Tyroler
Treasurer,--S, Van Noorden, Jr,

Shomer Amonim

Hebrew Reformed Congregation
West Side Superior near Adams

Rabbi, Rev, Dr. Benjamin Eger

President, E,M. Stern

Vice Pr331dent, Isaac Landman

Secretary, Jacob Herff

Treasurer, Joseph Roemer

Trustees, Jacob Lasalle, William Stern, Max

Isenthal, Joseph Roemer (Polkts, 57)
|
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1878-79

JEWISH

B'nai Israel
State, between Cherry and Allen
Organized, 1869

Rabbi, Abraham Cohen

President, N,D, Oesterman

Vice President, Abraham Goldberg
Secretary, S. Van Noorden, Jr.
Treasurer, S, Van Noorden

Services every Saturday from 8 to 10 a.n.

Shomer Emunim
Reformed Hebrew Congregation
West Side Superior near Adams

Rabbi, Rev, Dr, Benjamin Eger

President, E,M, Stern

Vice President, Isaac Landman

Secretary, Gustav Goldsmith

Treasurer, Joseph Roemer

Trustees, Jacob Lasalle, William Stern, Max Isenthal,
Joseph Roemer.,

Services Friday evening 7:30 p.m,
Saturday morning 9:30 a.,m. All Jdewish festivals,
(Polkt's, 5l, 5%)

1879-80

1880-81

JEWISH
Btnai Jdacob

S.W, cor. John and Union

Rabbi, Rev. Louis Radion

President, Levi Pearlstein

Vice President, Joseph Minsky

Secretary, Adolph Coplan

Treasurer, Philip Cohen . :

Trustees, Jacob Epstein, I, Levi and David Marx.
(Polk's, 58)

JEWISH
Btnai Jacob
S.W, cor, John and Union streets
Rabbi, Louis Radin
President, Robert B. Perlstein
Vice President, David Max

Secretary, Morris Powder
Tpeasurer, Philip Cohn

Services Friday 7:30 p.m., Saturday 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.’
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1880-~81, Continued
Synagogue

South west cor Superior and Adams streets
(Polk's, L7)

1881 -82
JEWISH

Btnai Jacob
Cor, John and Union streets, Zast Toledo

Rabbi, Rev, Louis Radin
President, Philip Cohen
Vice President, L, Epstein
Secretary, P.H, Cohen
Treasurer, R.B, Perlstein

Services Fridays 7:30 p.m,; Saturdays 8 a.m. to 10 a.m.
(Polkts, 58)

1882-83
JEWISH

Btnai Jacob
Corner John and Union streets

Rabbi, Reverend Julius Cohen
President, Joseph Munskey
Vice President, L, Epstein
Secretary, P.H. Cohen
Treasurer, M, Levey

Services Fridays 7:30 p,m.; Saturdays 8 a,m. to 10 a,.m,
(Polkt's, 63)

1883-84
JEWISH
Btngi Jacob

Corner Jorm and Union streets

Rabbi, Reverend Judah H, Cohn
President, J. Epstein

Vice President, B. Davis
Secretary, J, Smith
Treasurer, I, Eppstein

Services Fridays 7:30 p.m., Saturdays 8 a,m, to 5§ p.m,

(Polk's, 56)
1884 -85
JEWISH

Btnai Jacob
Corner John and Union streets

Pr951dent, Morris Freedman

Vice President, David Marx
Recording Secretary, Isadore Reiss
Treasurer, Israsl Cohen
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1884 -85, Continuéd

1885-86

1886-87

1887-88

Trustees, Israel Barwisski, S, Baker, Jacob Levi

Services, Friday 7:30p.m.; Saturday, 8 a.,m. to 5 p.m,
(Polk's, 56}

JEWISH
Btnai Jacob

Corner John and Union streets

Rabbi, Rev, Judah H, Cohen
President, Joseph Minzki
Secretary, Alex Jordon
Treasurer, Solomon Steinbeck

Friday services 7:30 p.m.
Sunday services 8 a.,m. to 5 p.m,
(Polk's, 57)

JEWISH
Btnai Jacob

Corner of dJdohn and Union streets

Rabbi, Rev. Joseph Goldberg
President, Joseph Minzki
Secretary, 4Alex Jordon
Treasurer, Solomon Steinbeck

FPriday services, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday services, 8 a.,m, to 5 p.m,
(Polk's, 7l)

JEWISH
Btngi Isrnel

Clarke's Hall, 6L Cherry street

Rabbi, Rev. Abram Goldberg

Friday services, T7:30 p.m.

Saturday services, 8 a.m. to 5 p,m,
Btnai Jacob

Corner John and Union streets

Rabbi, Joseph Goldberg

Friday services, 7:30 p.m.
Sunday services, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m.
(Polk's, 7Y)
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JEWISH

B'nai Israel Synagogue
1902 Union street
Rabbi, Rev, Alfred Arndt

Services daily 6 to 7 a.m.
Sunday T to 9:30 a.m,

Tenth street Temple
Reformed Hebrew
Tenth street between Monroe and Washington

Services every Friday evening and Saturday morning
Sabbath school every Sunday.
(Polkts, 69)

1892
' JEWISH

Btnai Israel Synagogue
1902 Union street

Rabbi, Rev, Joseph Levin
Assistant Rabbi, Rev. Alfred Arndt

Services deily 6 to 7 a.m.; Saturday 6 to 7 a.m. snd
6 to 7 p.m.

Sareu Zedek {(Congregational)

Southeast corner Canon and Woodruff avenues

Rabbi, Rev, H, Benowitz

- Services daily 6 to 9 a.m, and 5 to 7 p.nm.
(Polk's, 88)

JEWISH

B'ngi Israel Synagopgue
1902 Union street

Rabbi, Rev. Joseph Levin, Asst., Rsbbi, Rev, Alfred
Arndt, Services daily 6 to 7 p.m., Saturday 6 to 7
a.m. and 6 to 7 p.m. _

Saprei Zedek (Congregational), Se corner Canton and
Woodruff avenue. Rabbi Emanuel Schreiber, Services
daily 6 to 9 a,m, and 5 to 7 p.m.

Tenth street Temple, Reformed Hebrew, Tenth street
between Monroe and Washington. Rabbi, Rev. E.
Schreiber. BServices every Friday evening snd Satur-
day morning. Sabbath school every Sunday.

{Polk's, 62}




]

=

317

Listings arse the same as 1893 (Polk's, L.7)

Listing are the same as 1893 {Polk's, 36)



Appendix C: THREE ARTICLES REPRINTED FROM THE TOLEDO
BLADE, 1875-76.
LEL SHIMMOORIMY

The Feast of the Passover Celebragtion of the Deliversance of
the Jews from the Hands of the Egyptians

On Monday evening next occurs the greatest of the
three annual feasts instituted by Moses, and still cele=-
brated in every land beneath the sun where the jews yet re-
main faithful to the religion of their fathers. It is the
lhth day of the month of Nishau or Agig;_and then is com-
memorated the anniversary of the exodus from Egypt. The
eleventh chapter of Exodus tells of the origin of the
feast and prescribes the manner of celebrating it.

A male lamb, of the first year, and without blemish,
was to be selected from the flock; it was to be rogsted in
the night and eaten with bitter herbs and unleavened bread,
Those who partook of the beast were to be clad as if for a
journey: "With'your loins girded, your shoes on your feet,
and 'ye shall eat.in haste; it is the Lord's passover,"”

Everyone was commanded to eat unleavened bread for
seven days longer on the penalty of being cut off from the

people,

lAppeared April 17, 1875,
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In this city there will be no public celebration of
the day by the Jews, since they have no synagogue, bhut the
feast will be observed with due solemnity in every Israelite
family, as well as the feast of the Unleavened Bread, which
lagts through the week.

The period is also of much interest ¥ Christians,
aside from itsg historic aspect.'.The celebration of Eester~-
which is the Christianized modification of the observance--
takes away from its importance somewhat, however, The Pass-
over is regarded by Christian theologians as a asscrifice and
a sacrament, and the prototype of the sacrifice of Christ.
The death of Christ at the exact time of the Passover sus-
tains this view, As the Paschal lamb typified the deliver-
ance of the Jews from the bondage of Egyﬁt, §0 the sacrifice
of Jesus typified the deliverance of the world from %the bond-
age of sin, and there are a wonderful variety of striking
coincidences which occur to every student of the Bible.

The feast, as celebrated now-a-days by the Jews, difw
fers somewhat from‘that of the earlier times of Israelitish
history. PFour cups of wine--called the "four cups of salva-
tion"-~have been added to the feast, and as these ars raised,
the whole family sing songs of freedom, and chant the praise
of the Most High, In the dark times of Jewish persecution
in Europe the head of the family sat down to the feast
élothed in a long white gown, as a symbol of persecution and
death, It cost something in those days to celebrate the

Passover, since the ignorant populace imagined the Jews, on
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such occasions, performed all manner of horrid énd revolting
fites, and benqueted on Christian blood. In numberless in-
sténces have brutal, murderous mobs burst into the Jewish
quarters, slaying all they could find~-men, women, and chile
dren alike being subjected to the most cruel indignities be-
fore their murderers would grant them the happy release of
death,

The Jews find in the feast a political significance
also., The American Israelite says of it:

"If commemorates the first declaration of indepen-
dence in history, the first grand move for liberty, and
teaches the lesson that God is just, man should be free, and
nations independent., It opens that cyecle of history with
Moses at one end and George Washington at the other, which
will close with the universal republic, the union of all mem-
bers of the human family, the end of war and oppression, and
the universal government of justice, 'One law and one stat=
ute shall be for you and the stranger who sojourns among,
you.,' The great principle of the equality of all mer before
the law was first pronounced by Moses and carried into
practice by the exode, when with Israel, also manj Arabs left
Egypt to enjoy liberty, independence, and equal rights with
the Hebrew, Therefore the Israelite, however persecuted and
outraged on the Feast of Pasover, felt and proclaimed, cen-
tury after century, I am a free man, alil men are free, and
considered himself a king and a prince surrounded by his

court, %Yhis religious principle went with him in maintain-
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ing himself a free man in his conscicusness when all men

were either slaves or tsskmasters.”



AS IT WAS IN ISRAEL!

The Thalheimer-Stern Wedding Last Evening--First Event of
the Kind in Toledo--Description of the Ceremonies

It is now approaching a half century since the first
stone in the foundation of the Future Great City was laid
upon the banks of the Maumee, and among all the incidents
that have thronged upon the dwellers of this municipality,
there has never been numbered among them, until lést eve-
ning, such an event as a wedding between members ofthe race
of Israel, This is a singular phenomenon, for this city
contains a large proportion of that race among its citizens,
and they are active, thrifty, well-trdo citizens, of good
repute in all relations of life. It is not becauze the
Israelites are an anti-matrimonial race; they ars pre=~
eminently a domestic people, and practice marriage more gen-
erally than any other in the world,

. It has simply happened here that the Israelites were
either married when they came hither, or had formed attach-
ments elsewhere, which led them to seek their brides in other
citieg. The announcement, therefore, of a Hebrew wedding to
be celebrated in the city was a matter of such importance as
to excite the liveliest interest in all the members of the
race in the city and vieinity as well as among the Gentiles
who are anxious to know how this peculiar people conduct a

ceremony which is identified with the most potent sentiments

1Appeared Jamiary 6, 1876,
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of the human heart. The affair came off last evening at
the little Temple of the Reformed Jewish congregation on
Superior street near Adams, The partiés most nearly con-
nected with it were Miss Jenny Stern, the charming young
daughter of Emanuel Stern, a wealthy citizen of Toledo, and
a silent partner in the firm of Roemer and Stern Bros., and
the groom, Mr, Gates Thalheimer, a young man belonging to

a firm of wholesale grocers in Syracuse, New York,

The temple was decorated for the occasion by wreaths
and festoons of evergreens ornamenting the walls, the chan-
deliers, and the chancel recess, The altar was draped in
white cloth, trimmed with silver lace, the cloth having a
crown and two Hebrew letters embroidered in silver upon it.
On the left side of the dais, upon which the altar stood, was
8 small table, bearing a couple of lighted candles, two gobw
lets, a bible and some other articles, The Rabbi, Dr, Eger,
was seated upon'the platform. He wore a robe of black, a
square cap of the same color upon his head; and a wﬁite
scarf around his neck,

A carpet was spread from the entrance of the templs
over the sidewalk, for the convenience of the ladies as
they arrived in carriages, The seats in the temple had been
carefully allotted, so that each guest upon arrival was shown
to that whiech had been set apart for him or her, and when all
the pews were filled, white tape lines were drawn along the
entrance to close them, Messrs., Max M, Eppstein and Jacob

Landman officiated as ushers, and did their duty very courte-
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ously and efficiently. The Synagogue was crowded to its ut-
most limit. .

The ceremony was set down for S o'clock, but it was
fully half an hour later when the bridal party enfefed, the
organ playing a march as they came in. The bride, leaning
on the arm of her father, and followed by Mr. Thalheimer--
the father of the groom--and Miss Stern, Mr. John Jacobs,
Blanch Lauferty, Mr., L.M. Cohen, and Miss Louisa Lauferty,
walked down the right aisle, while the bridegroom and the
mother of the bride, followed by Mr, Sol. Wilder and Miss
Rosetta Landman, Mr, David Lauferty and Miss Dora Stern
proceeded down the left aisle,

The bride was dressed in a rich cream-colored silk,
with a train, and trimmed with tulle., She wore a wreath
of buds and flowers on her head, a knot of the same on her
breast, and her ear pendants were also buds.

Arriving in front of the altar, the bride and groom
took a position together on the riéﬂt'of the dais, the father
and mother of the bride standing on the left. The bridesmaids
and groomsmen arranged themselves in a line in front.

The Rabbl stepped forward to meet them, speaking some
words in Hebrew which he translated:

"Blessed be he who cometh in the name of the Lord; we
who come from the house of the Lord salute you.,"

The choir then sang:

"All hail to those, who approach, in God thus trusting;

we bless you from this sacred spot; we bless you in the name
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of God; we bless you all!"

The Rabbi delivered a lengthy and quite eloquent
discourée in English upon the mafriage relation, and spoke
particularly of this being the first time that this temple
had been used for this purpose. At the conc lusion of the
address the Rabbi then took one of the goblets of wine, and
delivered the marriage benediction in Hebrew. He then handed
the goblet to the groom, who drank from it, and to the bride
who did likewise,

The Rabbi asked each if they were willing to enter in
the holy bonds of matrimony. Receiving an affirmative answer
from each, he directed them to clasp their hands as an outward
g8ign of their inward resolve. Each then repeated the following
words:

The groom repeated over after the Rabbi,"I, Gates
Thalheimer, take thee, Jennie Sterns, in the presence of God,
and in the presence of those here assembled, to be my lawful
wedded wife, and I promise to be unto thee a good and faith-
ful husband. Thou shalt henceforth be called by my name, and
I will love, honor and cherish thee in good and evil days, in
health and in sickness, and I will maintain thee according to
the means which it shall please God to bless me. Thy joy shall
be my joy, they sorrow shall be my sorrow, and thereunto I
plight my troth,"

The bride-said, "I Jenny Stern, take thee, Gates
Thalheimer, in the presence of God, and in the presence of

these witnesses here assembled, to be my lawful wedded hus-~
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band, and 1 promise to be unto thee a true and faifhful wife.
I will be called by thy name, and I will love, obey and cher-
ish thee in good and in evil days, in health and in sickness,
in prosperity and in adversity thy joy shall be my joy, thy
sorrow shall be my sorrow, and thereunto I plight thee my
troth."

The bridegroom placed a ring upon the bride's fore=-
finger, saying as he did so, in Hebrew, after the Rabbi:
"Herewith art thou sanctified unto me by this ring, accord-
ing to the law of Moses and of Israel."

The Rabbi handed them another goblet of wine from
which they both drank. The two goblets represented the
sweet and bitter of life.

The Rabbi then said: "By virtue of my office I de-
clare the matrimonial bonds to be concluded between Gates
Thalheimer and Jenny Stern, who shall henceforth be called
Mrs. Thalheimer, according to the rites and ceremonies cus-
tomary in Israel, and according to the laws of the country
and of this State of Ohio, and of the United States of
'America.“

He pronounced a lengthy benediction in Hebrew and the
ceremony was ended by the Vice President of the Congregation
--Mr, Goldsmith--presenting the bride with a Bible.

The bridal pérty and the entire concoufsa in the
church repaired to German Hall, where a splendid supper was
spread garnished with a variety of wine. After supper

telegrams conveying congratulations from friends in various
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parts of the country, were read.

Toasts were read and responded to by Dr. Eger, Gen-
eral Sherwood, and Mr. Jacob Landman.‘ The latter gentleman
made a very facetious speech, badgering the young bachelors
of Toledo about allowing young men ffom abroad to ccme here
and take away their charmers.

The tables were cleared away and a ball organized,
at whichthe young folks enjoyed themselves heartily for some.
hours; -

The bride and groom returned to the house of the
father of the former on Ontario stréet and left to~day for
Fort Wayne, whither they were accompanied by a number of
young friends, who go to attend the dedication of 2 new
temple there,

The following is a partial list of the elegant and
costly bridal presents:

Set of fine furniture from the bride's father.

Piano--William Stern, uncle of the bride.

Glassware and china-~-Henry Stern, uncle of the bride.

Music stand--Miss Stein.

Spoons--Mr, and Mrs., Herman

China and Chamber set--Mr., and Mrs, Lichtenauer,

Fruit stand-~J. Roemer,

Lamp-~L, Frané.

Bronze figure--Mr, and Mrs. L. Kraus

Spoons--Mr, and Mrs., Eppstein.

Solid silver tea set--employees of the groom, Syracuse.
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Fish spoons--Joseph Wiesman

Nut set--L.M. Cohn

Fruit dish--Mr. J. Lauferty, Fort Wayne.
-~ Butter dish--Mr. and Mrs. Jacob Landman.
Pickle stand=--Mr., and Mrs., J. Lasalle.
Flower holder--J. Kraus,

Lace tidies--Mr. and Mrs, A. Graff.

Fancy work--Misses Hine.

Musical album~-Mr. and Mrs. Roth.

Silver match-safe-<Mr. and Mrs. Goldsmith.
Card basket=-Miss Goldsmith.

Flower stand--C,W. Roemer,

Bouquet holders--Mr. and Mrs. Weinberger.
Bougquet holders--Mr. and Mrs. J. Rosenthal.
Toilet set==Mr. Manheimer.

Pickle castor--Sam Stettiner.
"Nut-Sets=~Mr. and Mrs, Stetheimer,

Gravy spoon--Mr, and Mrs, A. Feiss,
Silver Molasses Pitcher~-A.S. Cohn.
Gravy-Set--B. Schwartz.

Figsh Spoon~-Mrs. Henry Heiner.

Fish Knife--Herve Bros.

Camp Chairs--M.J, Lauferty.

Castor--Mr. and Mrs. Kahn,

China Set--M. Fieldburg.

Butter dish--Mr. and Mrs., Loeb.

Sardine Box--M, Gitzky.
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Fancy Work--Mrs. Black,
C " —<Lulu Lauferty.
n " __Zett Ladman
Chromo~-J.J. Judd.
Basket--Blanch Laufelt.
Napkins--Mr, and Mrs. Joseph Steifel.

Fanby Work--Dora Stern,



THE ERA OF GOOD FEELING'

Dr., B, Eger, a Hebrew Rabbi
in a Unitarian Pulpit

A Sermon Preached in the Unitarian
Church, Toledo, on Sabbath Even-
ing, January 30, 1876.

A large Congregation was gathered at the Unitarian
Church last night to listen to the distinguished spesaker.
Rev. Charles Cravens opened the service by the reading of anJ
appropriate hymn, after which the Rabbi made the following

PRAYER

Eternal Fountain of Light, Source of all knowledge and
wisdom. By the power of our mental capacities it is that we
aim to rise up unto Thee, our Superior Governor and Lesader.
With our feet on earth, our better part, our soul rises up to
Heaven., What is it we may ask for best? Our life on earth
is but transcient, and even if amassed, we must leave all be-
hind us. We ask for knowledge and understanding, for an en-
larged mind, that we may be able to comprehend and understand
for what purpose our existence on earth has been vouchsafed
unto us. 0, teach us to number our days, that we may apply
our hearts to wisdom. There lies the great book of nature
opened before us, engraven by the divine finger, it speaks
to us by smiles and tears, by sunshine and rain, by storm and

calm, by passion and amigbility. Each tree and each shrub

teaches us a lesson, they teach us that there is a resur-

1Reprinted from the Toledo Blade, January 31, 1876,

330



331

rection, and if there is a resurrection, there is surely ah'
ruling God. Though man is but shortsighted, though our wis-
dom, our #nowledge, and our understanding is but limited and
are not able to grasp the great ruling spirit that gives us
life and substance, Thee, 0 Spirit Divine, ''hee whom we call
God, who hast all so wisely ordained, so harmoniously formed,
who hast alloted both to the planet and to the sand corm
their respective places in the wide universe. Unto Thee in-
visible power, unto Thee invisible God, we difect our suppli=-
cations because we feel our ﬁeakness, and as by raising our
thoughts, by our endeavors to let our pure imaginations draw
near toward the image primitive spirit, we gain courage, we
feel fefreshed and thus fortified by the process which we
call prayers and devotions; we feel relieved, we feel more
eady, and say we are edified. Almighty and Omniscent, thus
our spirit rises on the pinions of devotion; oh, may we be
strong enough to improve our knowledge in the right direction,
that our life be a useful one, that, be it short or long, it
may. procure satisfaction, that inner satisfaction which we
call happiness; may our actions be always performed in such

a manner that they will be pleasant, satisfactory and benefi-
cial to our fellow-men. O, that the illumining lights of
knowledge and reason may thus influence the human race and
expand its sheltering wings over suffering humanity, to be a
refuge to those whom they cover, that none need be afraid of
the night, darkness and superstition, nor of the destructive

heat of persecution, nor of the plague of the consuming fire
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trine of sin and atonement; and last, not least, you agree
with us that redemption is implanted in our own consciences,
and our mind is able to grasp it, but a belief in the dicta
of a church can not redeem the human race.

The Great Rabbi, Jesus of Nazareth, never propounded
the doctrines now upheld by the Christian Church, which, as
is sufficiently known, are more the ordinances of the Coun-
cils; and Christianity altogether is more Paulism, for Paul
teaches just the reverse of what Jesus propounded. Every-
one versed in the New Testament knows such to be the truth.

My task, however, is not to convert Chistians.
Christianity has also a certain mission to fulfill among,
mankind. Perhaps the inscrutable plans of Providence re-
quired the doctrines of Christianity to step between Juda-
ism and Heathenism, and when that mission is accomplished,
then Chrisianity has fulfilled the behests of Providence.
The Christian sects of Unitarians and Universalists are in
themselves a proof of that assertion; and the doctrine of
trinity and the dogmas adherent to it, will not be able to
prevail if Providence has otherwise willed it. Christianity
has worked, no doubt, great good in this world, but it also
is answerable for great wrongs. Let us hope, however, that
it is and will remain of the past, never more to occur in
the future, All honor to Christianity for the good it has
accomplished.‘ Let us forgét and forgive the wrong it has
wrought, and ma& it learn to practice henceforth the cardinal

virtue of tolerance toward every child of the universal God.
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I am the Eternal; I change not." And now, after an interwval
of more than two thousand years.sihce the mouth of prophecy
had been silent all togethef; the descendants of that people
to whom the prophecy was addressed, still believe in and ad-
here to an unchangeable eternity.

One of the principal arguments adduced by those who
deny the oxistence of God is that matter always existed, and
that life and force emanate from matter and that matter will
exist forever, |

Such is but merely a gratuitous assumption, It can-
not be proved that it was indeed so, 8ince it must be ad-
mitted that man is a later product than the several speciég
of living creatures, and hence, if man was no witness of the
formation of matter, but sets up such a doctrine now, the
doctrine that there is an immutable God deserves as much
credence as the atheistical doctrine of an all sufficient
materialism.

Now science asserts that this earth was one mass of
mist before it turned into a concrete substance,

1f that be so, it is rather a proof in favor of those
who maintain the existence of g God, for if such a colossal
body of vapor can thus harden as tu become that gigantic
terrestrial abode for millions of human beings and innumer-
able other living creatures, and able to supply the wants of
a&ll of them, reason must admit, every thinking mind must
chime in with it, that it .cannot be chance that called forth

that tremendous monument, this globe, and that the hidden
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made up largely of newspaper clippings; Waggoner!'s shows the
broader interest, Ritchie's is largely political.

The decennial census is available on microfilm in
the Toledo Publie Library and has proved a most valuable
source, although sometimes it is difficult or impossible to
read. The library also has the handwritten minute book of
the Toledo Police and Health Board from July 2, 1884 to
April 27, 169k,

The Constitution und Nebengetsetze der /Achduth

Vesolem/, is the title given to the minute book of the

Fort Wayne congregation- {(the name is in Hebrew in the orin-
inal), a photocopy of which is now in the Fonrt Wayne public
library. It was valuable as an additional verification of
Mayer Eppstein's role in that congregation.

And finally, tombstones in the city's three Jewish
cemeteries--Eagle Point, Woodlawn, and Beth Shglom-<have
helped‘to define elusive family relationsﬁips, as well as
dates of birth and death and even, sometimes, country of
origin, In the very early years Jewish burials were in

Forest Cemetery,

Newspgpers

In the virtual absence of documents, both institu-
tional and personal, newspapers haw proved to be the core

of this study. The Toledo Blade for the vears 1835 to

1895 was first a weekly, then a tri-weekly, and, beginning
in April, 1848, a daily. It has proved both consistent and

generally relisble with respect to local news, When politics
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