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Resources

Registration

Registering for a Book Festival event is easy!

Registration is requested for all book festival events by 
Friday, October 25.

1. Pick the event or events  YOU want to attend.

2. Register by the registration deadline listed.

3. Call the Registration Hotline at 419-531-2119 #2 or 
email registration@JewishToledo.org with your payment 
information. Payment is due at the time of registration. VISA, 
MasterCard, AMEX and Discover are accepted.

4. Use the JewishToledo app - under Events

5. “Oy, I registered for an event and now I can’t attend!” – CALL 
US and let us know so we can open your spot to another community 
member!

To learn more about an author or an event, call René Rusgo at 
419-531-2119 #1 or email rene@JewishToledo.org 

All programs are subject to change or cancellation without prior notification due 
to schedules and commitments of our authors. 
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Chapter • One
Secrets We Inherit

Tuesday, November 5
The Guest Book 
By Sarah Blake
7 p.m.
The Toledo Club,* 235 14th St.
$18 Dessert reception and author presentation 
$36 Dessert reception, author presentation, and 
book
*The Toledo Club is a cashless facility, card only 
accepted for bar services

The Miltons, it seems, are the American Dream. For three 
generations, they’ve run a successful family banking business, enjoyed 
New York City’s cultural life, and passed summers on their private 
island in Maine. But when the youngest generation of Miltons must 
consider selling the island, they stumble across family secrets that 
force them to ask, at whose expense are they living their dream? 
The year 1959 brings two idealistic young friends into the Miltons’ 
lives: Len Levy and Reg Pauling. They have worked hard to get where 
they are, and they want to change the world. Over the course of one 
tumultuous summer, they will earn the admiration, love, and scorn of 
the Milton family.

Then, at the dawn of the 21st century, Ogden’s granddaughter 
must decide whether she and her cousins should sell the very thing 
that makes them the Miltons: their island. As she returns to the house 
and her memories of it, she comes face to face with the people her 
family kept down on their rise to the top. Threading together three 
generations of Miltons in a rich tapestry filled with budding romance 
and deep grief, gorgeous writing and bitterly accurate social criticism, 
Blake examines whether you can really ever know your past, and the 
responsibility that comes with learning the truth.
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Chapter • Two
Kvetching 101

Thursday, November 7
I Wanted Fries with That: How to Ask for What 
You Want and Get What You Want 
By Amy Fish
12 p.m.
Congregation B’nai Israel, 6525 Sylvania Ave.
$13 Luncheon and author presentation
$28 Luncheon, author presentation, and book
This event is supported in part through a generous grant 
from the Jewish Senior Services Supporting Organization

It’s a simple equation: You can’t get what you want unless you ask for 
it. But this is often easier said than done, especially if you are afraid of 
confrontation or hurting someone’s feelings. The stories in I Wanted Fries 
with That: How to Ask for What You Want and Get What You Need reveal real-
world situations and show the myriad ways that you can speak up in your 
daily life and ask for what you want so that you can get exactly what you 
need. Even the shyest wallflower can use the techniques highlighted in I 
Wanted Fries with That to begin requesting and receiving better treatment, 
better service, and better wages. 

The advice in this book is split into three parts. Part I, “I Want My 
Problem Solved,” goes through typical problems that we all run into 
that require us to ask for a solution. Part II, “I Want You to Change,” 
talks about asking other people to do things differently. Finally, the book 
finishes with Part III, “I Want Justice to Be Served.” 

What this book is NOT doing is asking you to make harsh demands 
or bully people. What this book IS doing is teaching you how to see a 
problematic situation from all sides so you can frame your request in the 
best possible way, where everyone’s needs are respected and valued. Our 
lives can be so much better when we have the courage to speak up for 
ourselves, while also holding others with kindness and grace.
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Chapter • Three
Spies Like Us

Thursday, November 14
D-Day Girls: The Spies Who Armed the 
Resistance, Sabotaged the Nazis, and 
Helped Win World War II
By Sarah Rose
7 p.m.
Lourdes University Franciscan Center
6832 Convent Blvd.

$18 Dessert reception and author presentation  
$36 Dessert reception, author presentation, and book 

D-Day Girls focuses on the inspiring, dramatic story of three of the 
women who were recruited to lay the groundwork for the D-Day 
invasion: Odette Sansom, an energetic mother of three eager to 
escape the safe countryside; Lise de Baissac, a composed leader 
with an analytic mind; and Andrée Borrel, a scrappy tomboy. Called 
upon to lead the resistance in occupied France, each of them was 
sent, by parachute or by ship through a sea of U-boats, to infiltrate 
from within. Among their many firsts, they were the first women 
deployed in close combat, first women paratroopers to infiltrate 
enemy territory, first women in active duty special forces, first 
female commando raiders, and first women signals officers in a war 
zone.
 “Thirty-nine women of SOE went to war, and fourteen of them 
never came home. These women broke barriers, smashed taboos, 
and altered the course of history,” says Rose. “They were sent 
undercover, so they never expected glory, and their story was 
classified for almost 70 years after the war. Having just celebrated 
the 75th anniversary of D-Day this past June, it is an honor to tell 
their story now.
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Chapter • Four
Ladies Night Out

Tuesday, November 19
The Floating Feldmans
By Elyssa Friedland
7 p.m.
Te’kela Mexican Cocina Y Cantina
5147 South Main St.
$18 Appetizer reception and author presentation  
$28 Appetizer reception, author presentation, and 
book 

Annette Feldman is turning 70 and she’s determined to use this 
milestone birthday as an opportunity to bring her family together—
whether they like it or not. Annette has never been one to celebrate, 
or even acknowledge, her birthday, but she’s promised her husband, 
David, that she won’t share the real reason she’s forcing her family 
on this trip. Instead, she uses good-old fashioned guilt to coax them 
together. Begrudgingly, the Feldmans’ middle-aged and secretly debt-
ridden daughter Elise prepares her husband Mitch and teenage children 
Rachel and Darius to set sail. Elise’s older brother Freddy—the family-
disappointment-turned-successful-cannibis-entrepreneur—nervously 
packs his and his significantly younger girlfriend’s bags as well for the 
family vacation. How bad could it be? 

But all does not go according to Annette’s plan. Over the course 
of the cruise, troublesome family secrets emerge, sibling rivalries 
resurface, and old and new resentments are felt, culminating in an all-
out brawl on the last night of the trip. Will this argument tear them 
apart forever? Or, will they realize the people they once thought most 
likely to sink them may actually be the ones to keep them afloat? Told 
from the alternating perspectives of each member of the Feldman 
family and the cruise director, Julian, The Floating Feldmans is a skillfully 
observed story about the power of family, forgiveness, and honesty.
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Chapter • Five
Love is Love

Thursday, November 21
The Color of Love: A Story of a Mixed-Race 
Jewish Girl
By Marra Gad
7 p.m.
Main Library McMaster Center
325 North Michigan St.
$18 Dessert reception and author presentation 
(books will be available for purchase)
Registration for this event only accepted through 

Eventbrite – Authors! with Marra Gad. This event is in partnership with the 
Toledo Lucas County Public Library and Authors! 

In 1970, three-day-old Marra B. Gad was adopted by a white Jewish 
family in Chicago. For her parents, it was love at first sight—but they 
quickly realized the world wasn’t entirely ready for a family like theirs. 
Marra’s biological mother was unwed, white, and Jewish, and her 
biological father was black. While still a child, Marra came to realize that, 
in her world, she was “a mixed-race, Jewish unicorn.” In black spaces, she 
was not “black enough.” In Jewish spaces, she was mistaken for the help, 
asked to leave, or worse. Even in her own extended family, racism bubbled 
to the surface. 

Marra’s family cut out those relatives who could not tolerate the 
color of her skin— including her beloved, glamorous, worldly Great-
Aunt Nette. But after an estrangement of fifteen years, Marra discovers 
that Nette has Alzheimer’s, and that only she is in a position to get Nette 
back to the only family she has left. Marra watches as the disease erases 
her aunt’s racism, making space for a relationship that was never possible 
before. At turns heart-wrenching and heartwarming, The Color of Love is a 
story about what you inherit from your family—and what you choose to 
do with that inheritance. With honesty, insight, and warmth, Marra B. Gad 
has written an inspirational, moving memoir proving that when all else is 
stripped away, love is where we return, and love is our greatest inheritance.  
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Appendices
Authors

Sarah Blake is the author of the novels Grange 
House and the New York Times bestseller The 
Postmistress. She lives in Washington, DC with her 
husband and her two sons.

Amy Fish is the author of I Wanted Fries with That 
and the Ombudsman for Concordia University, 
where she responds to complaints from students, 
faculty, staff, and community, resolving disputes 
of every ilk. She has written for the Huffington 
Post, Reader’s Digest, and the Globe and Mail. She 
lives with her family in Montreal, Quebec.

Elyssa Friedland has established herself as a 
master of writing insightful novels about modern 
life, relationships, and the secrets we keep to 
protect ourselves and the ones we love. Her last 
novel, The Intermission (2018), was praised for 
its “snappy dialogue” by the Wall Street Journal, 
who called it “intelligent commercial fiction.” 
It was also called “expertly paced and eerily 
realistic” (Booklist) and made numerous “Best 

Book” lists including those by HelloGiggles, PopSugar, Goodreads, 
MindBodyGreen, and PureWow. Elyssa is a graduate of Yale 
University and Columbia Law School and lives in New York City 
with her family.
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Marra B. Gad was born in New York and 
raised in Chicago. She is an independent film and 
television producer and now calls Los Angeles 
home. Ms. Gad is a graduate of the University 
of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign and holds a 
master’s degree in modern Jewish history from 
Baltimore Hebrew Institute at Towson University. 

Sarah Rose is a journalist and bestselling author 
of D-Day Girls: The Spies Who Armed the Resistance, 
Sabotaged the Nazis and Helped Win World War II, and 
For All the Tea in China: How England Stole the World’s 
Favorite Drink and Changed History.  She was the 
Dynasties columnist at the Wall Street Journal, and 
her features have appeared in Outside, Departures, 
The New York Post, Travel + Leisure, Bon Appetit, The 
Saturday Evening Post, and Men’s Journal. Sarah is a 

graduate of Harvard College and the University of Chicago

All featured author books will be available for sale at all 
book festival events in collaboration with 

Barnes & Noble Booksellers.
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