Tuesday, May 11, 2021

Welcome
Thank you for virtually tuning in to join us for the Bobbe Karpay
Women of Distinction Program. Though we had hoped to gather
as a community in person this evening, we are grateful to have the
special opportunity to chair this year’s program and pay tribute to
18 formidable women that have distinguished themselves through
their commitment to tikkun olam.
This constellation of women leaders from across Tampa Bay has
exercised their ingenuity, vision and passion for the betterment of
our community and the Jewish agencies in which they represent.
And through their involvement and service, they have demonstrated
that women make a difference— not just a small difference but an
extensive and critical one.
The undertakings of each award recipient - their leadership roles
and achievements – are awe inspiring. Who are also thrilled to have
our keynote speaker, Meredith Fineman, with us today to encourage
each lay leader to tell their truth about their own accomplishments
with grace and confidence. It is with through our collective work and
influence that we will change the world.
Stacy Leeds & Shari Mezrah
Program Chairs
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A Message from Our Sponsor
RSM US LLP (RSM) is proud to serve the Tampa Jewish Community
Centers & Federation as well as sponsor the Bobbe Karpay Women
of Distinction Program.
RSM’s purpose is to deliver the power of being understood to our clients,
colleagues and communities through world-class audit, tax and
consulting services focused on middle market businesses. The clients
we serve are the engine of global commerce and economic growth,
and we are focused on developing leading professionals and
services to meet their evolving needs in today’s ever-changing
business environment.
In Tampa Bay we have deep knowledge and understanding
of our community’s core industries including nonprofit, financial
services, manufacturing and distribution, food & beverage, retail,
health care, real estate and private client services including family
offices and wealth management. As the U.S. member of RSM
International, a global network of independent audit, tax and
consulting firms with 48,000 people across 120 countries, we bring
our local and global knowledge and resources to your environment
so you feel empowered to move forward with confidence.
We are committed to improving the quality of life for both our
colleagues and the communities in which we live and work. Our
core values include respect, integrity, teamwork, excellence and
stewardship. We recognize these same values in tonight’s Women of
Distinction, as they serve the Tampa Bay community. We extend our
heartfelt congratulations to the women being honored tonight.
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God Bless America
God Bless America,
Land that I love.
Stand beside her, and guide her
Through the night with a light from above.
From the mountains, to the prairies,
To the oceans, white with foam,
God bless America, my home sweet home.
God bless America, my home sweet home.

Hatikvah
Kol ode balevav
P’nimah Nefesh Yehudi homiyah
Ulfa’atey mizrach kadimah
Ayin l’tzion tzofiyah.
Ode lo avdah tikvatenu
Hatikvah bat shnot alpayim:
L’hiot am chofshi b’artzenu Eretz Tzion v’Yerushalayim.
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Honoring Bobbe Karpay
Bobbe Karpay, z”l, an artist by nature, saw
seemingly simple elements and turned them
into things of beauty. This artistic vision for
making things better was evident in her love and
commitment to her family and community. She
led quietly, yet distinctively, with her time,
talent and resources.
Bobbe was born in Chicago, grew up in New York, and made Tampa
her home for 50 years. In that time, she raised four children, supported
her husband, George, in his business, and actively engaged in numerous
community causes.
The annual Women of Distinction Program bears Bobbe’s name to
honor and inspire women of the Jewish community to see the simple
elements of the community and make life distinctively better through
their steadfast leadership.

Tribute gifts are the perfect way to honor
a Woman of Distinction. Please visit
JewishTampa.com/Give to make a gift.
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Keynote Speaker
Meredith Fineman
Meredith Fineman is an entrepreneur, writer
and media expert with over a decade of
experience training individuals to use public
relations as a catalyst for positive career change.
Fineman is the founder and CEO of FinePoint, a leadership and
professional development company with a focus on visibility and voice.
A frequent TV commentator and public speaker, Fineman’s humor
and relatability make her a popular voice for many audiences but is
best known for her speaking and training on women and bragging.
She works with CEOs, founders and women in positions of power to
elevate their voice through targeted self-promotion.
Fineman is the creator and organizer of successful conferences and
events including Celebrating DC Women in Technology, where she
partnered with Google, WeWork and Pandora, and Women Write
Washington, a lecture and book party series for women authors,
where she has partnered with Forbes and Bustle.
Fineman is also the author of Brag Better: Master the Art of Fearless
Self-Promotion, which came out in June 2020 and is the creator and
host of the second-hand and sustainable fashion podcast,
It Never Gets Old, and the secondhand and sustainable fashion
newsletter, Secondhand Society™.
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Women of Distinction
Corky Arkovich

Bais Menachem Chabad

When Corky, her husband Marvin, and their two children moved to Florida
in 1971, she began her active life in caring and sharing Judiasm with
those in her community. She helped found a synagogue, Beth Am, in
Casselberry Florida, teaching Hebrew and religion at the kitchen tables of
those helping to form a new synagogue. She later began teaching Hebrew
and religion in Temple Israel of Orlando Florida, as well as instituting
a great Jewish arts and crafts program.
While there, Corky was very active in the sisterhood, serving on the board,
working in fundraising, helping make the sisterhood Shabbat dinners a
success, and being honored as Woman of the Year. During this time,
Corky learned the art of making tallit. Learning how to tie tzitzit became
quite an art form for her. She also designed several covers of their
membership books while there.
When Corky and Marv moved to Brandon, she instantly became active in
Chabad of Brandon, once again teaching and of course fostering her love
of Jewish arts and crafts. She was an active member of their sisterhood,
helped to digitize the synagogue’s membership book and later taught
mah jongg.
Today she is an active member of Bais David. She loves to help prepare
and serve Kiddush lunches, and she adores teaching Jewish crafts to
members of all ages.

Malina Augustin

Weinberg Village Assisted Living Residences

Malina Augustin is a long tenured employee at Weinberg Village and has
been an integral member of the nursing team since 1997. Her employment
began as a resident care assistant and she in time transitioned to the role
of med tech. She is responsible for assisting the residents with taking their
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medications and providing support to the nursing team as needed.
Malina is an incredibly dependable, caring and committed staff member
that often goes above the call of duty to maintain a nurturing, safe and
enjoyable environment for all that call Weinberg home. She is known for
her cheery nature and can be heard laughing with staff and residents
frequently.
Malina is so much more than a dependable employee. She is a wonderful
wife and mother to two children – and she is a fighter. In June of 2020,
Malina contracted COVID-19 and suffered from severe symptoms that sent
her in and out of the hospital over the course of a grueling four month time
period. She thankfully fully recovered and returned to work in November
of last year with a smile on her face.
Prior to moving to Tampa, Malina was an executive secretary in Haiti and
a resident care assistant at Mount Sinai Hospital in Miami.

Deborah Bowen

Congregation Beth Am

Deborah Bowen became a member of Congregation Beth Am when her
parents joined after its creation in 1986. Fast forward to present day,
Deborah now sits on the board of directors for her sixth consecutive year
and currently serves as president-elect and vice president for ritual and
education, leading with a passion for creating “a special prayerful home”
for herself and the community.
Deborah is often the first person to be called upon at board meetings
to give a moment of Jewish learning when the Rabbi is unavailable and
despite her family and career responsibilities, she contributes an enormous
amount of time, creativity and leadership to Beth Am.
One of Deborah’s greatest achievements has been her commitment to
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transforming the religious school program at Beth Am and create a
positive, engaging Judaic education experience. She has also taken the
initiative to help serve and support synagogue members and organized
two virtual spring fundraising events during the COVID-19 pandemic to
elevate the spirit of congregants at a time of special need.
Professionally speaking, Deborah is currently an instructor in integrated
public relations and advertising at the Zimmerman School of Advertising
and Mass Communication at USF and the social media manager at
Datz Restaurant Group.
Deborah is married to Phil Bowen, and they have two teenage sons,
Benjamin, and Freddy.

Sheila Bush

Congregation Kol Ami

Sheila and her husband, Stanley Bush, have been active members of the
Tampa Jewish community since 1992. Upon moving to Tampa, the family
joined Congregation Kol Ami and Sheila turned to the synagogue for
volunteer and social involvement. She has worn many leadership hats and is
most known for her service running the gift shop and her attendance at just
about every synagogue function.
Predating their time in Tampa, the Bush family lived in Haifa, Israel while
Stanley worked for the Jewish Agency of Israel and it was there where they
had an adventure of a lifetime and developed a true passion for Israel and
Israeli culture.
Just prior to the Yom Kippur War, the Bushs returned to States. Sheila
became actively involved in their local synagogue, Baltimore Hebrew
Congregation and was elected sisterhood president.
Sheila volunteered inside and outside of the synagogue, including working
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several hours a week with the Baltimore County Library. She later took a
position with the synagogue overseeing their b’nei mitzvah program.
Throughout every age and stage of her life, Sheila has immersed herself
in Jewish life and activities and believes in carrying on the rich tradition of
Jewish life and culture.
Sheila and Stanley have four children and ten grandchildren.

Maureen Cohn

TOP Jewish Foundation

Maureen Cohn demonstrates extraordinary leadership and generosity
across Tampa’s Jewish and secular communities. She has played an integral
role in the development of the TOP Jewish Foundation and created
substantial funds together with her husband, Doug Cohn, to educate,
elevate and strengthen our local Jewish community and Jewish communities
across the globe.
Over the years she has been an ambassador of the agency and encouraged
donors to create a significant number of donor advised funds to invest in
the health and vibrancy of our community in perpetuity.
Maureen has been a longtime member of the Tampa JCCs and Federation’s
Board of Directors; both she and Doug are the namesake of the Maureen
and Douglas Cohn Jewish Community Campus. Her past honors include the
prestigious Tikkun Olam Award and the Leo Levinson Memorial Award from
the Tampa JCC and Federation; the Israel Unity and Lifetime Achievement
Awards by Israel Bonds; the Tree of Life Award from Jewish National Fund;
and distinguished recognition from the Anti-Defamation League. Most
recently, she and Doug are the namesake of the Tampa JCCs and
Federation’s distinguished accolade, the Builder’s Award.
Outside of the Jewish community, Maureen remains active with the Tampa
Museum of Art in various capacities, including the collections committee,
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the selection committee for architect, and the search committee for previous
and current museum directors. She also has served on the boards of directors
of the Henry B. Plant Museum and St. Leo University Center for CatholicJewish Studies, as well as the advisory committee of the University of South
Florida Contemporary Art Museum. Maureen has been a Lion of Judah
since 1987.
Maureen and Doug have two children and seven grandchildren.

Lea Garbett

Congregation Beth Shalom of Brandon

When Lea Garbett joined the board of directors of Congregation
Beth Shalom of Brandon as a member-at-large, her go-getter nature
was immediately apparent. She has been a steadfast advocate and
ambassador of the congregation, and a persistent voice that always urges
the board to “do the right thing” for the congregation, its members and the
community at large.
For the last four years, Lea has been the editor of Beth Shalom’s monthly
newsletter, The Kibbutzer. This is no easy feat – it takes monthly reminders
requesting written content to all committee chairs and board members and
a great deal of creativity and skill. Lea works diligently to suggest topics to
cover, mobilizes proofreaders, assembles the newsletter and collaborates
with the synagogue’s administrative director for circulation.
Lea is talented and caring – she is a person that gets joy out of helping
others. When instructions came out for making cloth masks at the onset of the
COVID-19 pandemic, she quickly volunteered to make masks for anyone
who needed them.
Likewise, when there was a vacancy for the chairperson of the membership
committee, Lea assumed the role as co-chair. This already busy woman,
working mom and wife is a constant fountain of new and creative ideas for
Beth Shalom and an asset to the entire Jewish community.
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Suzanne Gellens

Jewish National Fund

For the last four years, Suzanne Gellens has been a talented, kind-hearted
Jewish National Fund volunteer. In 2019, she was named secretary
of the JNF Board of Directors and has gone above and beyond the duties
of this role. In addition to taking board minutes, Suzanne makes phone calls
as needed, assists with donor stewardship and helps to provide education
on the work of JNF and the local chapter’s activities.
She excels in every job or volunteer initiative she takes on and is beloved
for her easygoing, kind, caring, committed and friendly nature.
A religious school teacher at Congregation Scharaai Zedek, Suzanne is a
very active member of the synagogue’s sisterhood. She is often a familiar
face at synagogue functions and volunteered as an usher pre-COVID to
welcome new and existing members.
She is currently an adjunct professor at Purdue University, a PDA specialist
for The Council for Professional Recognition and an early childhood
educator for Kaplan University. A keen negotiator, Suzanne has written and
received many small grants and has a natural ability to plan and organize
informative, entertaining and financially successful events.
Suzanne and her husband, whose memory is a blessing, have two children
and three grandchildren.

Susan Glickman

Tampa Jewish Family Services

Susan Glickman is an invaluable asset to the Tampa community. An avid
marathon runner, Susan brings her dedication, drive and a commitment to
go the distance to all of her volunteer activities. Susan answered the call
to serve as treasurer of Tampa Jewish Family Services for two consecutive
two-year terms. In this role, she graciously shared her vast understanding
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of all matters financial to guide the agency with thoughtfulness and
attention to detail. Susan has continued her participation on the board of
directors, offering insightful ideas and suggestions, and is always ready
to pitch in with TJFS events. Susan received the Rose Segall Award for her
outstanding service to TJFS and for embodying the organization’s tag line,
“here to help.”
Outside of TJFS, Susan currently serves as secretary and member of
Congregation Schaarai Zedek’s Board of Directors and she is a member
of the Florida West Coast Chapter of the Institute of Internal Auditors
Board of Governors.
Susan has run over 70 marathons in locations all over the country.
Year-after-year, she completes Disney Marathons and is currently
preparing for her 28th run.
Susan and her husband, David, have two teenage sons, Howard and Sam.

Jennifer Goldberg

Congregation Mekor Shalom

Dr. Jen Goldberg brings a multitude of skills and talents to Congregation
Mekor Shalom and the Tampa Jewish community. A master educator, an
accomplished Jewish communal professional, a knowledgeable Jew and a
truly caring individual, Jen participates fully in every aspect of synagogue
life. She understands the importance of being connected.
Jen is most widely known throughout the community for her professional
leadership as the executive director of Jewish learning and combatting
anti-Semitism and as coordinator of the Tampa Jewish Community Relations
Council at the Tampa JCCs and Federation, among other roles.
She currently serves on Mekor Shalom’s Board of Trustees as president
and has previously served as vice president and as a trustee-at-large. She

13

Women of Distinction
facilitates the Round Challah Days children’s services for the High Holidays,
has led Tot Shabbat services and a Teen Chai Mitzvah group, and helped out
with many events and programs over the last six years of her involvement.
Jen has frequently served as a gabbai during the Torah reading on Shabbat
mornings and was honored as the Kallat Bereisheet for Simhat Torah in
2015. In addition to her deep commitment to Klal Yisrael, Jen is a dedicated
mother to her daughter, Mara and son, Coby.

Ilana Goldenberg

Tampa JCCs and Federation

Ilana Goldenberg lives with a beautiful commitment to tzedakah and
tikkum olam. This commitment is a blessing to the Tampa Jewish community
and the Tampa JCCs and Federation are exceptionally grateful for her
leadership and involvement.
Ilana’s leadership took shape after she became an active member of the
Florida-Israel Business Accelerator’s Meeting of the Minds, where she joined
other young professionals interested in Israel, innovation, entrepreneurship
and growing the business community in Tampa Bay, with Israeli entrepreneurs
and innovation.
She then assumed the role of co-chair for FIBA’s Ambassador group and
lent her vision to recreate the entire initiative. Ilana headed outreach to
engage membership, created a survey and helped to run focus groups.
She also volunteers to welcome and entertain Israeli professionals visiting
the United States with an interest in penetrating the US market through the
FIBA program.
Ilana is described as one who always takes the initiative and simply
“gets the job done.” Her love for Judaism and creating community fuels
her and it is the very reason she is valued so highly as a resource for many
Jewish agencies. When Ilana identifies a need, she strives to address it
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whatever the need may be.
Ilana serves on the board of the Tampa Bay Organization of Women
in International Trade, Tampa Prep Alumni Board, is a graduate of the
Tampa Connection leadership program and the Hope Cohen Barnett
Leadership Institute.
She and her husband, Josef Rosen, are parents to a beautiful little girl, Mazi.
The family belongs to Chabad of South Tampa, Chabad of Tampa Bay
and Congregation Schaarai Zedek.

Robin Kitzmiller

Beth Israel of Sun City Center

Robin has been a part of the Beth Israel family for over 13 years and is the
behind the scenes “go to” person. Whether it is drafting a flyer to advertise
a temple event, editing over 1,000 visual t’filah slides for the High Holy
Days or running the control computer to stream services, she takes on the
task at hand effortlessly.
Robin has served as sisterhood recording secretary; editor of the temple’s
newsletter and currently presides as their o-webmaster. Most recently she
played a meaningful role as part of Beth Israel’s “tech team” to help bring
the congregation together through live streaming Shabbat services via
Zoom. Robin’s technical skills, coupled with her willingness to volunteer and
offer her assistance in any project large or small, makes Robin a special
asset and a true woman of distinction.
Outside of Jewish leadership, she is involved with Wildlife Rescue and
Rehabilitation and was a teacher in special education and vocation
education for 35 years. Robin and her husband of 40 years have
three children, 10 grandchildren and four great grandsons.
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Traci Klein

The Florida Holocaust Museum

Traci Klein is a great asset to The Florida Holocaust Museum and has
made a remarkable contribution in her role as chair of the Anne Frank
Humanitarian Award (AFHA) program. For several years, she has contributed
by recruiting and coordinating volunteers, overseeing the nomination
process, presenting the award at numerous schools, hosting award
receptions at the museum and by serving as a Hillsborough County chair,
among other responsibilities.
Traci’s leadership, collaborative skills and warm manner have guided the
AFHA program into a new era. In addition to recognizing the humanitarian
actions of exceptional teenagers in the greater Tampa Bay area, Traci’s
work has also helped to shine a light on the institution and its mission.
Traci is currently serving her second term as member of The Florida
Holocaust Museum’s Board of Directors and is an avid volunteer for
Hillsborough County Public Schools.
She is the recipient of the Extra Mile Award by the Ultimate Medical
Academy, Champion Instructor Award and Lead Faculty Rookie Award.
Traci is a proud wife to Daniel and mother to Sophie, Harrison, Sydney and
Addisyn.

Mimi Osiason

TampaBay-Job-Links

Mimi is an incredibly thoughtful volunteer that readily shares her community
and civil service experience, wisdom and network to benefit the jobseeking clients of TampaBay-Job-Links. From stepping forward to mentor
job seekers to serving as a member of the volunteer leadership team, the
Job-Links Alliance, she offers valuable perspectives. Mimi is an energetic
“community liaison” that has represented the organization at the Tampa
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Bay Chamber and Café con Tampa meetings, and provided introductions
to many local government officials. Since 2011, Mimi’s vision and humility
have been motivating and exemplary. Her instincts are spot on, and her
counsel and guidance have improved the world and expanded the reach of
Job-Links in novel ways that only Mimi could have imagined.
In the community, Mimi has served as a member of the Tampa Jewish Social
Service Board of Directors; president of the Hillsborough County League
of Women Voters; finance and tax director of the League of Women
Voters of Florida; treasurer of the Consumer Credit Counseling Service
of Florida Legislative Advisory Board; board member of Planned
Parenthood of Southwest and Central Florida and Head Start of
Hillsborough County; as well as many other involvements.
For her remarkable leadership and service, Mimi has been the deserving
recipient of a plethora of awards including the Davis Productivity Award
from the Florida TaxWatch Council of 100 and the Good Government
Award from the Hillsborough Board of County Commissioners to name a few.
Mimi and her husband Burt, of blessed memory, have five children and nine
grandchildren.

Etty Segal

Tampa Ameet Chapter of Hadassah

Etty Segal is a Woman of Distinction who is known for her knowledge,
education, and love for Israel. She has been an integral member of the
Tampa Ameet Chapter of Hadassah for the last eight years, as president in
2016-2017, and for her active participation in all Hadassah programming
and initiatives. Etty has a keen ability to identify the potential in those
she works with. She inspires people to excel in their areas of strength to
make a difference in the lives of others. Etty stands out from the crowd:
she is patient, compassionate and exemplifies excellence of character.
With diligence, creativity and sincerity, she successfully completes any project
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she is asked to handle and at the end of the day gives credit to her
teammates. She is devoted and committed to Jewish values, her family, the
community and Zionism.
In addition to her service with Hadassah, Etty is a member of Young Israel
of Tampa, and served as president of the Teachers Association of Golda
Och Academy in New Jersey prior to her move to Tampa. She is the
recipient of a Teacher of the Year Award for Excellence in Jewish Education
by the Grinspoon Foundation at the AIPAC Convention.
Etty was married for 37 years to her best friend Israel Segal, of blessed
memory, and is the mother to three children with eight grandchildren.

Elizabeth Shalett

Congregation Rodeph Sholom

Betty Shalett has been a member of Congregation Rodeph Sholom for
the last 45 years. She is a congregant that is always willing to help the
synagogue and over time has taken on a number of leadership roles
and served in varied capacities. Though she prefers to work behind the
scenes, Betty has also served as sisterhood president and as a member of
the board of directors.
Betty is a regular at Shabbat morning services and a valued volunteer in
the Rodeph administrative office and is willing to assist with anything that is
needed. Not only does she give Rodeph her time and talents, but she also
is a very generous financial donor and sponsor to activities and programs
throughout the year.
Betty’s community involvement and generosity extends beyond the
synagogue walls. She has served as a Centennial Circle of Founders,
president of Hadassah Florida Central Region, president of Ameet Group
of Hadassah, a Lion of Judah of the Tampa JCCs and Federation and as a
member of Hillel Academy’s Board of Directors.
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In recognition of her efforts and services she has received Hadassah’s Myrtle
Wreath Award, acknowledged by Israel Bonds for “Outstanding Support”
and Leonore Kessler Women’s Division Award for Leadership Excellence
from the Tampa JCCs and Federation, among others.
Aside from being a cherished philanthropist, congregant and volunteer,
Betty has two daughters, Rebekah and Rachel.

Haley Solomon

Hillel Academy of Tampa

Haley Solomon’s passion for Hillel was inspired by her great-grandfather,
Rabbi Theodore Brod (z”l), who was a founding member and early Rabbi
for Hillel Academy. Haley graduated in 2008 and is a proud
second-generation alumnus.
On her daughter’s first day of Hillel, Haley’s love of Hillel was immediately
evident. She took on many volunteer commitments, including becoming
a kindergarten homeroom parent and later chaired the organization’s
long-standing fundraiser, Gift of Gold in the spring of 2020. Haley worked
tirelessly in leading all aspects of the event, including managing the extensive
silent and live auction, leading the charge on all the creative elements, and
crafted beautiful table and room decorations. The event was so successful,
she will once again lead the charge for this event in the coming year with
vibrancy and her wonderful imagination.
Haley has also taken the initiative during Teach Appreciation Week to
organize a group of parents to deliver thank you gifts to all Hillel
Academy teachers working at home during the beginning of the COVID-19
pandemic. She continued to support the administrative staff when the school
was closed in the spring.
Currently, Haley is Hillel’s Parent Association President and continues to
demonstrate her creative and encouraging nature. When not volunteering
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for Hillel Academy, Haley is also Hillel’s development intern and is enrolled
at St. Petersburg College.
Haley is married to Michael Eifler and has two daughters that are now
third-generation Hillel Academy students.

Joan Wadler

Congregation Schaarai Zedek

Joanie Wadler is a lifelong member of Congregation Schaarai Zedek.
Her parents, Otto and Elaine Weitzenkorn, joined the congregation when
Joanie was two years old, and they drove from their Dade City home to
Schaarai Zedek in South Tampa on Sundays for Joanie and her brother to
attend religious school.
Joanie joined the congregation in her own right in 1991 and married her
husband, Marc Wadler, in 1996. They have two children, Katie and Jacob,
who both grew up at Schaarai Zedek, attending both our Amy Gail
Buchman Preschool and our Flom Religious School. Joanie became an adult
Bat Mitzvah in June, 2003.
Active on multiple committees before being elected to our board of trustees
in 2001, Joanie became vice president of membership and programming
in 2003, vice president of religion, education, and youth in 2005, and was
elected president, serving from 2007 through 2009.
Joanie continues to play a major leadership role. She sits on our board
of trustees as a past president representative and currently plays a
major role overseeing our Amy Gail Buchman Preschool as chair of the
preschool committee.
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Martine Yaldor

Hillels of the Florida Suncoast

Martine Yaldor’s involvement with Hillels of the Florida Suncoast began
in 2018 when her and her husband Muli were approached to participate
as a corporate sponsor for the organization’s inaugural communitywide fundraiser, Bubbles & Bubbly. Their company made a generous
contribution and the following year she was asked to join the Bubbles &
Bubbly committee.
Martine soon became the chair of corporate sponsorship and worked
tirelessly to brainstorm new ideas for fundraising, reached out to establish
new corporate relationships and helped in innumerable ways to improve
upon the concept of the newly established event. She is a humble,
thoughtful, caring, inspiring and an incredibly hard worker. To use the
adjective “go-getter” about Martine just scratches the surface when
describing her drive and determination. Martine is not afraid to ask anyone
for anything if it will benefit a good cause.
Originally from South Africa, Martine has a degree in geochemistry and
taught at the University of Stellenbosch’s Institute for Mathematics & Science
Teaching. She also worked for her family’s gemstone business prior to
moving to the United States. Martine is now a co-owner and manages
two successful tech companies, PBX-Change/Tampa Bay Fiber alongside
her husband.
Martine and Muli have four children and two grandchildren. Rumor has it,
she also makes a great chocolate mousse.
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Congratulations to our
Woman of Distinction

Robin Kitzmiller

Along with our previous honorees
Delyse Axinn
Ellen Stein Z"L
Idalea Rubin
Nina Malinak
Joanne Sudman
Barbara Nova

Marsha Marshall
Cyrille Cobe
Sandra Hurwitz
Rochelle Lafer
Sandra Zians
Marlene Spiegal

These dedicated women are truly an asset to
our congregation and our community

Beth Israel
Jewish Congregation of Sun City Center
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Mazel Tov & Todah Rabah

Deborah Bowen
on an honor well deserved!
Mazel Tov to all of the
Women of Distinction Honorees

2030 West Fletcher Ave Tampa, FL 33612
(813) 968.8511
www.BethAmTampa.org
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www.zedek.org
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Kol Hakavod & Mazel Tov
to Suzanne Gellens
The Tampa Bay Board thanks you for being
our Board Secretary
We appreciate your commitment and
generosity to Jewish National Fund-USA
You are a joy to have as part of our
JNF-USA Family

Jewish National Fund-USA
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Honoring a very special
Woman of Distinction

Bobbe Karpay
She will always be well
remembered for her kindness
in our Jewish community.
And congratulations to all of the
deserving women receiving this
special award tonight.
With great appreciation,
Joel Karpay
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The Tampa JCCs & Federation
would like to congratulate

Ilana Goldenberg

and all of this year’s
Women of Distinction recipients.
All of you continue
to inspire us and the
community you all serve.
Tampa
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTERS
& FEDERATION
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Mazel Tov to

Joan Wadler

on receiving this special Honor which is being
bestowed on you. We are so proud of your love
of Judaism, our Temple and for your dedication
to the Tampa Jewish community.
You never cease to amaze us with your
accomplishments, and in spite of a busy
schedule you always make time for your family.
You are truly an inspiration to all of us.
With much LOVE always,
Marc, Katie and Jacob
Ron, Alice, Anne and Emma
Susan and Stan
Mom and Dad
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Mazel Tov Malina Augustin
And the 2021 Women of Distinction Award Recipients

Visit us at WeinbergVillage.org
813.969.1818
AHCA Lic. 08679

31

32

Mazel Tov
to all our honorees!

You have made an outstanding
difference in our community.
–Lili Kaufmann–
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Congregation Kol Ami
Sisterhood wishes a
hearty Yasher Koach to

Sheila
Bush
for being this year’s
Woman of Distinction
recipient.

To Sheila Bush
on recei vi ng the
BOBBE KAR PAY
WO MEN OF D IST INC TION
AWAR D!

Mazel Tov to

SHEILA
BUSH
as Kol Ami’s
Woman of Distinction.
What a
well-deserved honor!
Mazel Tov to all the
other honorees.
Congrats,
Sheri & Bill Peterson
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Congratulations to

Lea Garbett
on this
well-deserved honor!

~ Sheila and Steve Slavkin ~

Mazel Tov
to Joan Wadler,
our caring and
loving daughter.

We love you and
are so proud of you.
Love,
Mom & Dad

Congratulations
to all of the
Bobbe Karpay
Women of
Distinction.

Tampa Ameet
congratulates
Hadassah Members
Etty Segal
Elizabeth Shalett
Corky Arkovich

Otto and
Elaine Weitzenkorn

Mazel Tov!
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Tampa Jewish Community Centers & Federation
Board of Directors
President
Vice President

Joe Probasco
Sue Schoenbaum

VP, Campaign Chair

Debbie Taub

Treasurer/Secretary

Aaron Silberman

Associate Treasurer

Melinda Sheer

Immediate Past President

Rochelle Walk

JCRC Chair

Jonathan Ellis

Lindsay August

Susan Haubenstock

Ashley Simon

Jeffrey Berger

Laureen Jaffe

Cindy Spahn

Francine Dobkin

Abby King

Steve Specter

Rochelle Gross

Barry Levine

Leah Whitmill

Ron Pross

Tampa Jewish Community Centers & Federation
Women’s Philanthropy Leadership
Women of Distinction Chairs

Stacy Leeds
Shari Mezrah

Campaign Chair

Debbie Taub

Legacy Chair

Cindy Spahn
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We’re proud to support
the Bobbe Karpay
Women of Distinction
Program.

At RSM, we’re committed to giving back to local
communities where we live and work. These Women
of Distinction enrich the lives of people in this
community. And it is our pleasure to support them.
rsmus.com

RSM US LLP is the U.S. member firm of RSM International, a global network of independent audit, tax and consulting firms.
Visit rsmus.com /aboutus for more information regarding RSM US LLP and RSM International.

