
Time to play ball!   
 
Please be sure to review of copy of the rules before the day of the tournament. A copy of the Rules will 
also be on hand at the fields on Sunday and the umpires will understand the basic "softball play" rules.  
 
This is a family-friendly, community event. We ask that all players respect the rules. 
  
Tournament Format  
Random pairings will be drawn for each matchup in the tournament. Each team will play at least three 
games, one against each of three randomly drawn teams, each of which will last approximately 50 
minutes or 7 innings. When a game hits the 50-minute limit. the remainder of the inning will be played 
unless the home team is batting with the lead.  The two teams with the best overall records will then face 
each other in a final, championship game.  If teams are tied with another team for overall record after the 
end of the three games, first head-to-head matchup will determine who will advance.  If three teams are 
tied or if two teams did not play then the team with the greatest run differentials will advance.  Run 
differential shall mean the number of runs scored, less the number of runs given up during the three 
games.  
 
Age Requirements 
Each team will be allowed to have up to four high school players’ grades (9-12). 
 
Lineup and Fielding Requirements and Penalties 
Each team shall consist of at least 10 people, with a minimum of three women on the team.  No more 
than 14 people will be allowed on each team. Only 10 players may play in the field at any one time.  All 
members of a team are allowed to bat without requirement of substitution.  For example, a team is not 
limited to batting 10 spots and subbing out four people if you have 14 people on your team, although you 
can elect to make substitutions instead if you prefer to do so.  For example, if you have a team consisting 
of 10 men and 4 women you may bat all of such players if you choose. Alternatively, if you have 8 men 
and four women, you could choose to bat all 8 men, three of the women and substitute one of your 
additional women for other women from time to time during the game. 
 
At all times, at least three women must play in the field.  For example, if you have 8 men and three 
women on your team you may not play all 8 men and only two women in the field. 
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If, for some reason (sickness, cancellation, injury, etc.), you are unable to have three women on your 
team, you may still field a team as long as you have two women but you will be penalized in two ways. 
First, in the field, you must play with one less person for the entire game.  For example, if you have 8 men 
and two women on your team, you must play with 7 men and two women in the field.  Second, when you 
are at bat, there will be one automatic out at the end of your lineup every time you bat a round.  For 
example, if you have 8 men and two women, after the 10th person bats every time during the game, there 
will be an automatic out. 
 
The Rules  

• A coin flip before each game will decide which team is home and which team is away.  The home 
team will take the field first and will bat last.   

• Each batter will start with a count of one ball and one strike.  Once there are two strikes on a 
batter, you get one more foul ball and if the batter hits another foul ball after that, then the batter 
is out.  

• No bunting will be allowed.  Any player that bunts intentionally will automatically be out. No 
stealing of bases will be allowed.  You must have your foot on the bag until the batter makes 
contact with the ball. 

 Bats: 

• Must bear either the ASA approved 2000 certification mark, the ASA 2004 certification mark as 
shown below, or the new certification mark for 2013 and Beyond for SLOW PITCH as shown 
below and must not be listed on an ASA non approved list. 

•  
• Courtesy runners may be used for injured players once the batter has reached the base and the 

play is over. The courtesy player can be any player on the bench or not currently in the starting 
lineup. 

• 10 run inning rule: A team can score a maximum of 10 runs in one inning.  When the team brings 
in the 10th run, it is counted and is the 3rd out. The only exception to this rule is when it is the last 
inning as teams will be able to score unlimited amount of runs. 

• Only 3 homeruns are allowed per team per games.  Any additional homeruns hit by a team will 
result in an inning ending out. 

• We reserve the right to impose additional reasonable rules on the day of the game that may not 
have been outlined here at this time, provided, further, that traditional city league softball rules will 
apply even if they are not specifically identified here.  

• When a woman is batting, all outfielders must stay outside of the outfield line until the ball is hit. 
The outfield line will be designated by cones.  If this rule is violated, the following will take place: If 
the player hits the ball, the ball remains alive until the umpire calls time out. The umpire will then 
decide which is more advantageous to the batting team, the hit ball or an automatic pass to first 
base. If the ball is not hit, an automatic pass to first base is given.  

• If a man is walked and the next scheduled batter is a woman, she must bat unless the team has 
two outs. If the team has two outs, the woman will have the option of hitting or taking a walk. 
Regardless of the number of outs, a man will advance to second if walked with a woman as the 
next scheduled batter. If the next batter is a "missing" girl and the team is forced to take an out, 
the man automatically advances to second base (with all other runners advancing accordingly) 
before the automatic out is recorded. 

• Tiebreaker for determining Home team for Championship game (if the team’s records and run 
differentials are the same) will be a coin-flip. 

 

  



 

Tournament Etiquette 

 

• No inappropriate language 

• No snide or unkind comments 

• No alcohol beverages or portable boom boxes 
 
Thank you for your support of our 14th Annual Softball Tournament.  If you have any questions, please 
contact Lisa Robbins: lisa.robbins@jewishtampa.com.  
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