
 
 

War in Israel: Update on Current Situation 
November 6, 2025 - October 7 War, Day 762, 6 hostage bodies remain in captivity 

LATEST UPDATES 
Additional hostage bodies returned to Israel. Ceasefire is shaky, but holds. 

 

Gaza Ceasefire 

• The Gaza ceasefire remains in place, despite some sporadic breaches and flare-ups, with all sides 
seemingly taking measures to ensure it holds steady.  

• Israel and Hamas each now control roughly half of the area of Gaza each. The territory is divided by the 
“Yellow Line.”  

• Approximately 200 Hamas terrorists remain trapped in tunnels in Rafah, within the Israeli-controlled 
sector. The 200 are isolated behind the Yellow Line, as negotiators look for a solution. While some have 
proposed safe passage for the Hamas members, potentially via Red Cross vehicles and contingent on 
disarmament, Prime Minister Netanyahu has publicly rejected the idea, citing security concerns. Some Israeli 
officials argue that the terrorists should be captured or eliminated.  

• There have not been reports on significant progress in negotiations for the next stage of the 
ceasefire, which is supposed to include Hamas disarmament, a fuller Israeli withdrawal, and plans for new 
governance in Gaza.  

• Nonetheless, President Donald Trump confirmed that he thinks the deployment of an international group 
(the International Security Force - ISF) in Gaza will begin in January 2025. The force will be composed 
of Arab and international partners and is designed to oversee security, disarm Hamas, and support 
reconstruction efforts.  

• The UN Security Council is currently reviewing a draft US resolution that would authorize the force for a two-
year mandate, starting in early 2025, with the potential to extend through 2027. The force would operate 
alongside a transitional governance body called the Board of Peace, which Trump also proposed. The 
proposed head of the Board is former UK Prime Minister Tony Blair. 

• The IDF is reportedly preparing to escalate strikes against Hezbollah following repeated ceasefire 
violations by the Lebanon-based terror group. Hezbollah has rebuilt its arsenal since the November 2024 
ceasefire, and the US is increasingly doubtful that the Lebanese government will move to fully disarm the 
group. Although Hezbollah’s weapon “supply chain” was briefly disrupted after the Assad regime in Syria fell 
in December, it is apparently being reconstituted.  

• According to Haaretz, Hezbollah has partially restored its weapons pipeline and is again receiving Iranian 
arms via Iraq and Syria. Those officials warn that Hezbollah’s rearmament is outpacing the Lebanese Army’s 
limited efforts to restrain it. IDF sources say the army is avoiding direct confrontation and doing little to halt 
Hezbollah’s rebuilding. Israel is now weighing next steps and is expected to intensify military pressure to 
slow Hezbollah’s recovery. 

• The Iran-backed Houthis in Yemen have not resumed firing at Israel since the ceasefire took effect.  
• A recent poll by the Palestinian Center for Policy and Survey Research shows that a majority of 

Palestinians still consider Hamas’ October 7 attack “correct.” Support was highest in Judea and 
Samaria at 59 percent, and 44 percent in Gaza, totaling 53 percent overall.  

• Despite two years of suffering in Gaza, only 14 percent of Palestinians blame Hamas for the 
hardships, while 54 percent place the blame on Israel.  



• The survey also found that 53 percent of Palestinians oppose a two-state solution, with 
much of this opposition linked to skepticism over its feasibility; 41 percent still see it as possible.  

• When asked how to achieve Palestinian independence, a plurality — 40 percent overall, 
including 35 percent in Gaza — supported “armed struggle,” indicating that even after years 
of conflict and destruction, many still view violence as the path forward.  

• The government last week directed that a humanitarian and medical aid delegation be dispatched from 
the State of Israel to Jamaica, following the hurricane that struck the area and caused numerous 
casualties.  
 

Bodies of Hostages Released 

 

• Seven additional bodies have been returned to Israel in the past week.  
• Israel has now positively identified the body returned last night by Hamas as that of 21-year-old Joshua 

Lolitu Mollel, a Tanzanian agronomy student who came to Israel for agricultural training. He was killed 
on Kibbutz Nahal Oz on October 7; his body was taken to Gaza. Joshua had arrived in Israel just 19 days 
before the massacre, when he was kidnapped and then murdered on camera. He leaves behind his parents 
and four siblings.  

• The body returned to Israel the previous night has been identified as that of Staff Sergeant Itay Chen, a 
19-year-old soldier who held US, Israeli and German citizenship. Chen was killed when his tank was struck 
at the Nahal Oz army base, and his body was taken into Gaza. He was the last American hostage being held 
by Hamas.  

• On Sunday, the body of Captain Omer Neutra, an Israeli-American soldier killed during the October 7 
attack, was returned to Israel after 758 days in captivity. Neutra, who grew up in Plainview, Long Island, 
was serving as a tank commander in the IDF when he was killed and taken hostage.  

• Neutra’s parents, Orna and Ronen, who had become prominent advocates for hostage families, expressed 
both relief and sadness, saying, “For 758 days, we lived between hope and heartbreak. Today, that long 
nightmare ends with the knowledge that Omer is finally home.” President Trump confirmed the transfer and 
spoke with the family; he said he was “very happy to have it done,” although he acknowledged their pain. 

• Neutra’s remains were transferred by Hamas via the Red Cross, alongside those of two other hostages, 
Colonel Assaf Hamami and Sergeant Oz Daniel, both killed on October 7 and abducted into Gaza. All three 
were positively identified by Israeli forensic authorities.  

• On the morning of October 7, Hamami was with his five-year-old son Alon at the Gaza Division base. 
Entrusting his son to other soldiers and asking them to keep him safe, Asaf went out to fight the invading 
Hamas terrorists and fell defending Kibbutz Nirim. He left behind his wife and three children. Oz Daniel, 19, 
was also killed on October 7 while defending Israel in a tank near Kibbutz Nirim. His body was abducted by 
Hamas and held in Gaza for over two years.  

• Last weekend, two other bodies were returned to Israel and positively identified as belonging to Amiram 
Cooper and Sahar Baruch. Cooper was the last hostage from Kibbutz Nir Oz.  

• Six bodies are still being held in Gaza, five Israelis and one foreign national. One of the Israelis is 
Hadar Goldin, whose body has been held since 2014.  

• Despite earlier, more pessimistic predictions, Israeli media reports that officials increasingly believe that 
Hamas knows the location of all of the remaining bodies, but may be deliberately withholding their 
return for the purpose of leverage, such as to demand safe passage for the Hamas operatives trapped in 
tunnels under IDF control (see above). Under the ceasefire agreement, all hostages, living or deceased, 
were supposed to be returned by October 13.  

• Watch this moving interview with recently released Israeli hostage Yosef-Haim Ohana.  
 

Bodies of Hostages Released 

 

• Seven additional bodies have been returned to Israel in the past week.  

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__buwivkcab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D0016woXO6-2DPX1zljztW515mwOIKKDHAl1cSmWRhmnNzjQxJvUwpHVOdQYKlgZ-5FILIzMoe0efsXqKyBKnBgp42XGwpIJizDcSG5SzpSuxRCYAVCwx1qvRahNm6mL1ZBolkccKHQTttN7w5314yFkSLMZoqAeDeS8kA9FDi27CVjbdP6EXsAWy18EWOf-5F1z3zKysSNR4-5FFMuS7mGqlKyF1dRtNBlLSA1MK19IFxxzLHhZE5Jzkzj74cy-5FngrGW-5FnzL8iaJEfpXPmrBhtEssj5Vfoqyz2IpznDZVFM27kqBWUVOyHstqjRg7SkSYAP2EQBxXGCWh0Qp3i1ZQzmDv5YFpJUjxvOjZ7O6C4SBr6lzKV9HpznVLXyQgwiCjg3tzxKRJwfp4-5FBIi6jvpZiTq6j5tMu0JM2AcrYqfCKO1z-2DHmMLdQcYyw7jhJe6RyxJMP4pUmIHxVbKQT-5F-2D7NRsrz4PDSZI9FEjHqdEhOSLqE09omukNjugAE13nZJ8B2k1kOa-5FXpxGQlnmb23AzH1y6YBKMfEUT-2DrYIU1tErdlfh5PjdJIgslu0GjPdHwZSRwZeU-5FjHZQXYXX2AkEJy2BOkdcV019hzg-3D-3D-26c-3Dma1A7BI7Zz1v8GgMn-5FhTKL8CCsoJqO-2DxvFIh7fx9Sl1SNm4fXW8CVQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DTjdbpgGjEQsl4N0xxl2whPoHHchw-5Fa0GeP64GhZFDpmYVG23l1jN1Q-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=VO5sS8NRe0uM2eb6FhBa0Wezjl9MB2dN0r_kE6eW-uY&m=WiP0sPKWWD9AujB1F3sCbCI_yvagbZ33Y3WRrTZML0yepIp_0Bgcodi4Mtm4frVO&s=x1korkGIfzyaCZUz7ULDhfWNCQUE7nxX4J85rVVp_CI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__buwivkcab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D0016woXO6-2DPX1zljztW515mwOIKKDHAl1cSmWRhmnNzjQxJvUwpHVOdQYKlgZ-5FILIzMHR-5FCkNu-2D-5FviVGh6Hlem5wFCWRiDwPX-5F-2D3nmAb3qZkxp9sLm4qwoJnvAnII9Tc4ltdNb5k5ciKiXQDM5jOeTwEcl1YI-2DmngHB2kjhUze6Lw4Z9roAdDPbVzRVvPnpMb2Hq1yTEyQ851P8iuNqljapKE2wGz-2DfeQtrgeGcpHhA-2DoNdnVnDJ1EjqOgMzjbGtCdoEy02LeOj-5FRsO4vhPxiwtaYtbitcBFn0nCMu80NCEQLn0dFN-5FZODMjZXaFHUA-2D2HaNKnob40l8OXIbhHFqe2KWMBQ24H89SX5UjbHlRfbPjvHQoRWw3iCEg-2D-5FSwcjhrjxzT6BY7tU5KLOY6JjM-2Db7z5SQzhCkAjpP4W6IfzBhLitSBEgaLIaWCf0YB79Xrc8g-2DJB798u5p-2DQEsJ-2DAXLVbkjxkqXgAUzkSPNXyG0lQH3EUb5GIWW6vEwLds4vafKqUVNSfP6B3uCqHPDcy8WllUOFeVycK9B9qYVkzSM97XVIp0JwkEBU1ub3ZREGBYrAe9CXWOwPCNbWokjKKS8YPqQ-3D-3D-26c-3Dma1A7BI7Zz1v8GgMn-5FhTKL8CCsoJqO-2DxvFIh7fx9Sl1SNm4fXW8CVQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DTjdbpgGjEQsl4N0xxl2whPoHHchw-5Fa0GeP64GhZFDpmYVG23l1jN1Q-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=VO5sS8NRe0uM2eb6FhBa0Wezjl9MB2dN0r_kE6eW-uY&m=WiP0sPKWWD9AujB1F3sCbCI_yvagbZ33Y3WRrTZML0yepIp_0Bgcodi4Mtm4frVO&s=UkUn0wGu6YQKoS3OlOkeu_MrvzM5LoAYmrWR-jX4O3g&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__buwivkcab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D0016woXO6-2DPX1zljztW515mwOIKKDHAl1cSmWRhmnNzjQxJvUwpHVOdQYKlgZ-5FILIzMnzbfKBLQ5G-2DOYpaF7DXhJiDyr1wu2CtQhnnrRM-5FRjn7LbO-2DmnhTsIus5hz2ip-5F9epcbYYeGrSOpSzIbiYQSt38QnQp5rKdnbpw8lWuoCURXQSADQnM287QDy0U4iE8NhIBKPbGU2Gk1XvgT8s9GZLXF6a97RbrG2bFOvNhSpxZio8uBzSqgiM0dVtX60y4TNEunQ6Yr3Gdkwkj-5FUm-2DOYdAuXeVRIxOYTq26tRmcDc-5F3uUKUA42DAERYBCo8F9zGvHkiQfU42OTS-2DEyiqgsveiWDYPUhWrZ6NvBzmHRmJSFX5L0DQIX7hVApJdfgK7guqP-2DIlEC0wd6yLufGVmNHAkS78TuYNg29KvXPgi3muZP3GhVMJrECwZIllF66g7Y16IjP71f72-2DJ4NxOfnKicsn7GoXhpZlrFE-5FQpb7-2D7a9891LyF0-5FkZnTgzLim-2DNnzT6WtoOO-5FOIyRuqh7KaDKXPvcdlCii-2DtrBXjZcWWD4Q83OjRucQkRuKAvGuMcW45zABfYKV1Hv5w0BYsD-2DjzFCHBA-3D-3D-26c-3Dma1A7BI7Zz1v8GgMn-5FhTKL8CCsoJqO-2DxvFIh7fx9Sl1SNm4fXW8CVQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DTjdbpgGjEQsl4N0xxl2whPoHHchw-5Fa0GeP64GhZFDpmYVG23l1jN1Q-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=VO5sS8NRe0uM2eb6FhBa0Wezjl9MB2dN0r_kE6eW-uY&m=WiP0sPKWWD9AujB1F3sCbCI_yvagbZ33Y3WRrTZML0yepIp_0Bgcodi4Mtm4frVO&s=33ZJiSnBAL18MSwYwcv0zYHmB507JfZIRhC2YyiS6-U&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__buwivkcab.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D0016woXO6-2DPX1zljztW515mwOIKKDHAl1cSmWRhmnNzjQxJvUwpHVOdQYKlgZ-5FILIzMXW8bUSLFfXgzkS-5Fi-5FQUX6RsgXXI-2Dsq6k8PT2JU-5FE72-5FkqrgrDjz78LC6PvPVwXVyyG-2DhBZSq-2D-2DadHqSMv2-2D3ZnuSTIEsadwQU2-2DvCv7bWSMoU6ubKyckCV0qy0Zucb8hUh14XQvlNoTl7aC2CW-2DuhPfLLJTvAtX5KJi5mla7CapKRWgqX7UdLmv3AdmfhX5mhsyKNsGqmAag8A5KLVZw5sMsRyTZ0VWR1-5F4vNB-2DMr4e3tyImNziM0vvRLnQ4w4OAfyQUHZ3wsj9nQBgbkk3Il-5FWoH59r5grdLYfaEz-2DHF0SE-5FQAXFJrdWcVf2ufZZfQimQ2LLUKakQbQPGJuE7M5ObvqN3bwJb8MF1oASxvUtDkWArZrWXxC5X1CwvC352CxuIjzABzYcrIamgd3U2yiUIJ-2DywlA5PLWU4i6WKDYIFzWXitXYE-2D3VxVsTObAlL7UNe11Gf9klhJYbUWUDSYdcZrMTcnSAp8zUy2nPmM-2Dyo5daD7dQ2k2Ryn2dcF8jGoebTFrkhyyMtC3cNI9p8ec5Q-3D-3D-26c-3Dma1A7BI7Zz1v8GgMn-5FhTKL8CCsoJqO-2DxvFIh7fx9Sl1SNm4fXW8CVQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DTjdbpgGjEQsl4N0xxl2whPoHHchw-5Fa0GeP64GhZFDpmYVG23l1jN1Q-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=VO5sS8NRe0uM2eb6FhBa0Wezjl9MB2dN0r_kE6eW-uY&m=WiP0sPKWWD9AujB1F3sCbCI_yvagbZ33Y3WRrTZML0yepIp_0Bgcodi4Mtm4frVO&s=n_hOnqmEb_2HkKcC8uu1lyDIL2GF51-vGMbBfx11F9E&e=


• Israel has now positively identified the body returned last night by Hamas as that of 21-year-old Joshua 
Lolitu Mollel, a Tanzanian agronomy student who came to Israel for agricultural training. He was killed 
on Kibbutz Nahal Oz on October 7; his body was taken to Gaza. Joshua had arrived in Israel just 19 days 
before the massacre, when he was kidnapped and then murdered on camera. He leaves behind his parents 
and four siblings.  

• The body returned to Israel the previous night has been identified as that of Staff Sergeant Itay Chen, a 
19-year-old soldier who held US, Israeli and German citizenship. Chen was killed when his tank was struck 
at the Nahal Oz army base, and his body was taken into Gaza. He was the last American hostage being held 
by Hamas.  

• On Sunday, the body of Captain Omer Neutra, an Israeli-American soldier killed during the October 7 
attack, was returned to Israel after 758 days in captivity. Neutra, who grew up in Plainview, Long Island, 
was serving as a tank commander in the IDF when he was killed and taken hostage.  

• Neutra’s parents, Orna and Ronen, who had become prominent advocates for hostage families, expressed 
both relief and sadness, saying, “For 758 days, we lived between hope and heartbreak. Today, that long 
nightmare ends with the knowledge that Omer is finally home.” President Trump confirmed the transfer and 
spoke with the family; he said he was “very happy to have it done,” although he acknowledged their pain. 

• Neutra’s remains were transferred by Hamas via the Red Cross, alongside those of two other hostages, 
Colonel Assaf Hamami and Sergeant Oz Daniel, both killed on October 7 and abducted into Gaza. All three 
were positively identified by Israeli forensic authorities.  

• On the morning of October 7, Hamami was with his five-year-old son Alon at the Gaza Division base. 
Entrusting his son to other soldiers and asking them to keep him safe, Asaf went out to fight the invading 
Hamas terrorists and fell defending Kibbutz Nirim. He left behind his wife and three children. Oz Daniel, 19, 
was also killed on October 7 while defending Israel in a tank near Kibbutz Nirim. His body was abducted by 
Hamas and held in Gaza for over two years.  

• Last weekend, two other bodies were returned to Israel and positively identified as belonging to Amiram 
Cooper and Sahar Baruch. Cooper was the last hostage from Kibbutz Nir Oz.  

• Six bodies are still being held in Gaza, five Israelis and one foreign national. One of the Israelis is 
Hadar Goldin, whose body has been held since 2014.  

• Despite earlier, more pessimistic predictions, Israeli media reports that officials increasingly believe that 
Hamas knows the location of all of the remaining bodies, but may be deliberately withholding their 
return for the purpose of leverage, such as to demand safe passage for the Hamas operatives trapped in 
tunnels under IDF control (see above). Under the ceasefire agreement, all hostages, living or deceased, 
were supposed to be returned by October 13.  

• Watch this moving interview with recently released Israeli hostage Yosef-Haim Ohana.  
 

Major Israeli Scandal #1 - Sde Teiman 

 

The “Sde Teiman Affair” has rocked Israel in recent days. 

 

• Sde Teiman is a military base in southern Israel that was repurposed as a detention facility for 
Palestinian terrorists from Gaza in the early days of the war.  

• In July 2024, a Palestinian detainee was hospitalized with severe injuries, including broken ribs and a rectal 
tear, allegedly perpetrated by IDF reservists during a search operation.  

• In August 2024, Israel Channel 12 aired leaked security footage showing the detainee being taken 
behind riot shields and allegedly sexually assaulted. The footage caused international outrage and domestic 
political turmoil.  

• Five IDF reservist soldiers were indicted in February 2025 for aggravated abuse and serious bodily 
harm. Legal proceedings against them continue.  

• The leak of the video, which also harmed the prosecution’s case, was initially investigated by the IDF’s legal 
division, but no source for the leak was identified at the time. The footage was classified and part of an 
ongoing criminal investigation.  
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• Last week, it was revealed that the leak had been authorized by then-Military Advocate General Maj. 
Gen. Yifat Tomer-Yerushalmi, who admitted to doing so in an effort to counter right-wing accusations 
that her office was unfairly targeting soldiers.  

• Tomer-Yerushalmi, who was the second-ever woman to hold the rank of major-general in the IDF, resigned 
at the end of last week, becoming the first major general in IDF history to step down due to a criminal 
investigation.  

• On this past Sunday, she disappeared for several hours, prompting a large-scale search after her 
family found a note at home that was interpreted as a possible suicide message. Her car was discovered 
near Hatzuk Beach in Tel Aviv.  

• She was later found alive and wet on a beach in Herzliya, without her phone. Authorities suspect the 
disappearance may have been staged to destroy evidence.  

• That night, Tomer-Yerushalmi was arrested and taken into custody, where she remains. She is now 
under investigation for obstruction of justice, fraud, breach of trust and abuse of office.  

• Former chief military prosecutor Col. Matan Solomosh was also arrested; he has been suspected of 
helping cover up the leak. He has now been released to house arrest.  

• The affair has sparked a fierce political backlash, with right-wing politicians accusing Tomer-Yerushalmi 
of betraying IDF soldiers and using the leak to damage the military’s image. One Likud MK claimed her 
disappearance was a “ruse to regain the narrative.”  

• The case has intensified political polarization in Israel, with some calling for the indictments against the 
soldiers to be dropped and others demanding accountability for both the abuse and the leak.  

• Prime Minister Netanyahu has said the leak caused “perhaps the most severe propaganda attack that 
the State of Israel has experienced since its establishment.”  
 

Major Israeli Scandal #2: The Histadrut 

 

• The Histadrut is Israel’s national trade union federation and the country’s largest and most powerful labor 
organization.  

• At the beginning of this week, Israeli police arrested Histadrut Chairman Arnon Bar-David, his wife, 
and dozens of senior officials from the federation as part of a sweeping corruption investigation.  

• The probe, dubbed “Hand Shaking Hand,” followed a two-year undercover operation by the Israel 
Police’s anti-fraud unit, and centers on allegations of bribery, fraud, breach of trust, money laundering, and 
tax offenses.  

• Authorities suspect a “give-and-take” system in which senior Histadrut officials and businesspeople 
exchanged job appointments and board positions for financial benefits, including lucrative insurance 
contracts.  

• Raids were conducted at over 50 locations, including the Histadrut headquarters, municipal offices, 
and public corporations such as El Al, Israel Railways, and the Jewish National Fund.  

• Over 350 individuals are expected to be questioned, and the case is being described as one of the 
most serious public-sector corruption scandals in Israel in recent years.  
 

Further Reading 

 

•  Why Saudi Arabia and the United Arab Emirates Must Lead Gaza Reconstruction  
• Explainer: The New Outline for the IDF Draft Exemption Law 
• Away from Military Bases, Close to Terror: The New Iran 
• The Strategic Fruits of Israel’s Military Victory 
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