
Testimonials 

 

Melody & Claude Bernstein Testimonial 

 

When my wife, Melody, and I decided to participate in the legacy program on behalf of Chabad of New 

Canaan, we agreed it was critical to talk to our adult children first. 

It was essential for us to reinforce to them what it means to us to be Jews, and what Judaism meant to 

our parents and our parents’ parents. 

We emphasized to our adult children why it is important for us to have children and 

grandchildren who value the Jewish heritage — and why we find it especially important to 

support a strong Jewish presence in New Canaan.  

We also described how a modest slice of our estate can help to ensure the durability and 

vitality of Jewish life in New Canaan. Not just in our lifetime, but long afterward. 

We appreciate that Chabad of New Canaan, for more than a decade, has provided our 

community with the means to live a joyous and fulfilling Jewish life. We value their lifelong 

learning programs, personal counseling, Hebrew school for children, and their wide range of 

holiday, ritual and life cycle offerings. 

Interestingly, we found the actual process of establishing a legacy gift to be relatively easy, once 

we opted to move forward.  

 

Ilan and Lenore Fogel Testimonial 

 

Lenore and I moved to the city of Stamford in 2004 and have felt at home since the moment we arrived. 

Never before have we lived in a community where all the organizations work so diligently to come 

together for the good of the whole. The two of us and our five children who have grown up here, have 

been blessed to benefit from such a wide variety of options and opportunities, and to have so many 

places where we feel a sense of belonging.  

We were both raised by parents who believed in the strength of community in and its power. They 

showed us by their actions what it means to build a place where all different types of people can find 



their niche. As you might imagine, raising five children close in age can make it difficult to share all that 

we would like with all of the organizations that we love.  LIFE & LEGACY® is another avenue for us to feel 

that we will be able to give to the future of our home that we love so much.  What a gift!  

 

Lorraine and David Kweskin Testimonial 

 

The Kweskin and Plotkin families have always been immersed in the Stamford Jewish 
Community. Our mothers were Hadassah members, and Sisterhood Presidents,  our fathers 
bowled for the Jewish Center League and both families actively supported  their synagogues 
(Agudath and Beth El). We were born and raised in Stamford; David’s mother and father were 
born here as well. With one exception, our grandparents also raised their families locally.  So, 
there is a rich history of connection to the Jewish community and the city of Stamford. 
 

We became awakened to the global Jewish community through our involvement with United 
Jewish Federation. We visited countries that had been in the sphere of the former Soviet Union 
whose Jewish citizens were experiencing serious challenges of aging and Jewish identity.  These 
are the same countries that our grandparents and great grandparents left and came to America 
for opportunity and to escape antisemitism.  Our Israel missions with the Stamford community 
sparked deeper connections to our faith, our People. These insights broadened our view of the 
Jewish world and magnified our involvement with Israel.  

Life and Legacy is the obvious choice to nourish these Jewish communities and to support 
Jewish organizations (both locally and worldwide).  

We have never been people of overwhelming means, however, we do have an overwhelming 
commitment to the Jewish world. It is our prayer that by joining Life and Legacy we can keep 
our commitment alive through financial support while at the same time setting an example for 
our children and grandchildren. 

 

Beverly & David Stein Testimonial 

 



We moved to Stamford in 1990 with our two daughters.  We immediately became involved in 
the United Jewish Federation and shortly after that Beverly became involved in Schoke Jewish 
Family Service.  
Schoke JFS is where individuals and families in our community turn to when they are in need, or in 
crisis. They deliver essential services with compassion and respect and give people the tools they 
need to build healthier, more stable lives.  
United Jewish Federation helps Jews at home, in Israel and overseas in a way no other 
organization does.  We have traveled to Israel and been to visit Jewish communities (and 
former Jewish communities) Europe. We can’t imagine a world without Israel, and we have 
seen what a world without some of our destroyed communities looks like.  If we as Jews don’t 
support Jews around the world, no one else will.   
We are leaving Legacy gifts to Schoke JFS and UJF. A legacy gift is a lasting investment in our 
Jewish community.  It helps to ensure that the Schoke JFS and UJF will be viable for future 
generations. 
We are a community of individuals, but it is the institutions that are the beating heart of the 
community. Beverly is a President of the Schoke JFS board and we are both past Executive 
Committee members of UJF. It seems to us to be a no-brainer. We believe it is our responsibility 
to ensure that both organizations are able to continue their work into the future. We also want 
our children to know how much we value helping Jews in need everywhere. 
 
 
Chris Maroc Testimonial 
"When you learn, teach. When you get. Give." Maya Angelou 
On our first date, Richard told me he was diagnosed with lung cancer nine years earlier. I 
was so taken by him that I thought he told me he had the common cold. During our 
lifetogether, Richard overcame 14 years of living with cancer, always with his head held 
high, driven by his unflagging passion for living his life fully. He was a generous man with a 
heart that loved without judgment. Richard gave unstintingly to his family, his friends, his 
faith, and to organizations that gave back to those challenged in some way. He was especially 
proud of his tenure as President of Temple Beth Rishon in New Jersey, his contributions on 
the board at Lung Cancer Alliance, and volunteer work at the Hetrick Martin Institute. His 
legacy is now deeply rooted in two ways- his two children, Michael and Rachel who work to 
continue the work he started, and the organizations he gifted when he left us in 2017. As 
he often said, "a legacy is not a donation. It is an investment."  We are driven by a will to 
establish meaning in our lives. We need a purpose. Would you like to see your values carry 
forward and have an impact on those who will make this a substantive world? Your gift, 
through the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, Life and Legacy, will make that possible. 



Malerie Yolen-Cohen and Jeff Cohen Testimonial 

 
Jeff and I grew up very differently, so we come at Jewish Charitable giving from two vastly 
different directions. 
Malerie: I grew up in Greenwich CT, and went to Bi-Cultural Day School. Giving to Jewish causes 
was instilled in me practically before I could walk. We had a JNF tzedaka box at home for our 
spare change. My Mom was the local Hadassah President. During the High Holiday Israel Bond 
appeal, my Grandfather was always the first to stand up and make a pledge. Giving is in my 
DNA. 
Jeff: My grandparents on my Dad’s side escaped from Poland. I grew up in the small town of 
Murfreesboro, Tennessee where there were 8 Jewish families. We went to synagogue in 
Nashville - a 75-minute drive each way. Even though my family was not religious, or spent a lot 
of time at synagogue, we knew we were Jewish and what that meant. One of the first people I 
met after moving to Stamford was Ben Zinbarg. I remember, he put his arm around me and 
urged me to get involved, and educated me about giving back. 
Malerie: Even though I grew up in a Jewish community, and Jeff did not, it was important for 
both of us to be involved in a vibrant Jewish community where we could join the JCC, send our 
kids to Jewish Day School, and be involved in our synagogue. And, of course help others when 
we can. 
Malerie and Jeff: If we don’t make a financial gift to the organizations we care about, they may 
not survive, and the next generation might not be as involved as ours. We feel it’s our 
responsibility to do our part. 

Sharon Franklin Testimonial 

 
I have lived in the Stamford for over 25 years and have loved our vibrant and close-knit Jewish 
community. It is truly a unique place. It was a wonderful place to raise my two daughters, one 
now in college and the other in the work force. I can see how they have matured and grown, 
and I know it is partly because of me, but also because of the community they live in. They went 
to Jewish nursery school and day school, and were surrounded by wonderful friends, mentors 
and teachers. 
I grew up in a much different environment- in a small city in West Virginia with a small but close 



Jewish community (yes there are Jews in West Virginia!) of 40,000. I saw how my parents gave 
back to our shul. To keep the Jewish community alive, everyone had to roll up their sleeves and 
be an active member. My belief is that no matter what the size of your community, small like 
where I grew up, or in Stamford with a multitude of Jews, it is important for everyone to give 
back by action or support, to keep it alive and thriving. 
While working at Federation for the last seven plus years, I have had the honor of learning 
more about our community, the people who live here, and the diversity that makes our town so 
special. I have also learned that while large gifts are needed to keep our agencies and 
institutions afloat, it is also the smaller gifts that are the backbone of our community’s 
philanthropy. Every person counts. 
When asked if I would take part in the Life and Legacy initiative, I said yes right away. It was a 
very easy process, which will benefit the institutions I chose, and will have an impact for years 
to come. 

David & Meryl Gordon Testimonial 

 
We both grew up with strong Jewish identities in the New York City suburbs. We met at the 
Yale University Kosher Kitchen and married after college. In 1980, we moved to Stamford for 
jobs and quickly got involved in the Jewish community, both with synagogue life and UJF. We 
found that our Jewish community needed funds and volunteer work, and that there was a 
myriad of ways to contribute. Rabbi Joseph Ehrenkranz z’l, explained to us that according to 
Jewish law, 10% of income (after taxes) didn’t really belong to us but was ours as guardians to 
distribute as tzedakah. Being that we came from charitable families, that resonated with us and 
guided us through the years. 
We believe that Stamford is a very unusual Jewish community in that it is small, but extremely 
rich in Jewish life and Jewish activity. There are numerous Jewish institutions, organizations, 
and synagogues that we support including Schoke JFS, BiCultural Hebrew Academy, Friendship 
Circle, the JCC, etc., but the “glue” and “grease” for our community is United Jewish Federation: 
UJF binds us together and makes things run better. We know that there is no way to leave this 
world alive, and very few people are remembered by history. Our legacy will be our children 
and their descendants and the 10% of our estate that we will leave to strengthen the Stamford 
Jewish Community for generations to come. 



Nancy Mimoun Testimonial 

 
Growing up in a “Federation Family”, the Jewish community was always a big part of my life. 
I was feeling guilty when I was renovating my kitchen, spending buckets of money on 
something frivolous, so I endowed a Lion of Judah gift to UJF. This was before I could afford to 
be a Lion! 
When UJF investigated the Life and Legacy program, I was a member of the UJF Board of 
Directors. I fully supported it and I continue to do so. I made an additional Legacy gift to 
support the program and to support the community. 
Our children will have their own choices to make in their philanthropic giving. They know from 
example where our hearts lie, but I want to ensure that whoever wants or needs to make Aliyah 
can. I want to ensure that Stamford is a good place for Jews to live for generations to come. I 
need to know that there are Jews around the world that if in danger, can get help. 
My legacy gift will help that happen. 

Norma Kraut Testimonial 

 
UJA Federation has been dear to my heart for many years. My mother was very active in 
Hadassah, and she taught me the importance of devoting time and funds to assist Jewish 
communities in the United States and abroad. In 1968, on my first visit to Israel, I really 
understood the meaning of having our own state and how that could impact the hopes and 
dreams of Jews worldwide. My late husband, Herb Kraut, and I were both very involved in the 
Stamford Federation's governing board and fundraising campaigns. We taught our daughters to 
value and support Federation's mission. As soon as I learned about the Life & Legacy program, I 
committed to leaving a lasting gift. Just as I plan to provide for a future for my children and 
grandchildren, I am proud to provide for a future for my Jewish family around the world, via 
Federation's work. 



Elissa & Philip Klapper Testimonial 

 
To us, the beauty of the Stamford Jewish community is the seemingly organic interaction of 
Jews from all streams of Judaism. Central to creating and maintaining this unique warmth are 
our communal institutions, chief among them the United Jewish Federation. UJF’s Board of 
Directors represents a wide range of political and religious outlooks. These volunteers do their 
sacred work while engaging with and learning from each other. The standard of mutual respect 
and inclusive programming filters into everyday life in Stamford, uniting the community rather 
than reinforcing boundaries between synagogues or schools or agencies. 
Our hope in leaving one of our Life & Legacy gifts to UJF is that this remarkable community will 
continue to reflect these values we hold dear, and that the next generation of Jews raised in 
Stamford will be as committed to Jewish religious observance and Jewish communal 
responsibility as those who paved the way for us. 

Susan Kostin Testimonial 

 
My husband Ed Kostin z”l and I moved to Darien in 1992 with our then 2-year-old son Andrew. 
We attached ourselves to the “greater Stamford” Jewish community by joining Temple Sinai 
and the JCC, where our son attended the Sara Walker Nursery School. 
I grew up in a very small Jewish community of about 200 families in western Pennsylvania. It 
was possible to know every Jewish family across three congregations: Orthodox, Conservative 
and Reform. We celebrated life cycle events and socialized together. My brothers and male 
cousins particularly enjoyed helping the Orthodox shul make a minyon on Shabbat mornings 
because they allowed the underage boys to sip schnapps after the Kiddush. Or so they said! 
 
As I teen I was active in our Jewish youth groups (BBYO and PAFTY). There is a long history of 
active involvement in the Jewish community on both my maternal and paternal sides of the 
family. On my mother’s side, my grandfather Barnett Sapiro z”l was the very first President of 
Temple Emanu-El in Honolulu, HI which was established in 1938, and joined the Union for 
Reform Judaism in 1952. On my father’s side, my grandfather Louis Finkelstein z”l was the 
President of the reformed Beth Zion Temple in Johnstown, PA in 1952 when its building was 
constructed. That building still stands today as the home of the Beth Shalom Congregation that 



resulted from the merger of the Beth Zion and Rodef Shalom congregations. According to the 
Beth Shalom website: "Fully .2% of every dollar raised for Israel has been generated from this 
synagogue. Although we are few in number, our Diaspora still clings to the extraordinary 
traditions created by our warm and caring Jewish members many generations ago.” My own 
father Seymour Finkelstein z”l was a lifelong supporter and past President of those 
congregations and spearheaded the UJA annual dinner, Israel Bond Drive and other fundraisers 
for over 50 years. 
So when I think about legacy giving, I remember the legacy that was passed down to me from 
my grandparents and parents. And I want to ensure that I will be a strong link in that same 
legacy chain to protect and preserve our Jewish community for all of our Jewish children and 
grandchildren for generations to come. L’Dor Vador! 

 

Edith Samers and Edward Smith Testimonial 

 
With so many choices to use our resources, we decided one of the best choices was to leave 
something for the Jewish community that we have lived in for a total between us of 147 years. 
What thoughts came to our minds when we decided to leave a legacy gift: 
- Preserve the beautiful values of the Jewish people 
- Help ensure vibrant Jewish organizations and institutions for the younger generations as they 
were there for us when we were young 
- Support the Federation that keeps the community together now and always 
- Guarantee that regardless of what our children do with funds we leave them, there will be a 
small sum to preserve Jewish life. 
We care and cherish the Jewish people and the Jewish community. How could we leave this 
earth without giving something to keep it going when we are no longer here to support it 
annually. 

 



Ellen & Richard Weber 

 
In 1987, Richard and I moved to Stamford from central Pennsylvania with our then little one, 
Robin. We chose Stamford for several reasons: Richard was opening his ophthalmic retina 
practice, I was returning to work at Nynex, located in White Plains, and Stamford appeared to 
be a nice Jewish community to raise a family. Happily, Stamford has proved to be an 
outstanding place to be, on all accounts. 

Richard and I were both raised in Jewish communities where our parents were active in our 
synagogues. My mom was very involved in the Bellerose Jewish Center’s Sisterhood and 
Richard’s dad was active at Temple Sholom of Westbury and was, in fact, one of its founders. 
These communities have changed over the years and so too the Jewish community institutions. 
That is something that weighs heavily on our minds regarding the future of our wonderful 
Jewish community here in Stamford and the main reason we are Life and Legacy participants. 
We are blessed that our daughter,Robin, her husband, Jason, and our 2 grandchildren live in 
Stamford and are active in so many of the Jewish organizations, including UJF. Our hope is that 
this Jewish community remains strong and vibrant not only for them but for generations to 
come. 

For the last 20 years I have been very involved in a variety of leadership roles of United Jewish 
Federation. I have seen first hand the impact UJF has had on our local Jewish community and 
on Jews globally. Thanks to the efforts of Diane Sloyer, UJF’s CEO, 11 community Jewish 
organizations were accepted to partner with the Harold Grinspoon Life and Legacy program. 
This partnership will have an enormous positive impact on our Jewish community’s future. We 
love being in Stamford, are happy that our children have reaped the benefits of being in such a 
wonderful Jewish environment and believe that giving to the Life and Legacy program will 
ensure that our Jewish community is here for many, many years. 

 



Connie & Alan Freeman 

 
We have been involved in the Stamford Jewish community for over 30 years. 
Connie’s mother lost her parents and brother and twelve other members of her immediate 
family in the Holocaust. 
So Jewish continuity has always been paramount to her, and I joined her in this commitment, 
with Israel being a passion we both share. 
As lifelong Hadassah supporters, deeper involvement in the larger Jewish community was a 
natural for us. 
Belonging to and supporting Federation, the JCC and Schoke JFS gave us the opportunity to 
participate in organizations that work to take care of and enrich our Jewish community and the 
community at large, and to ensure a secure Israel, all driven by the Jewish and American values 
of fairness, equality, and Tzedakah. 
We want this legacy to continue to flourish into the future for our children, grandson, and 
others. 
That’s why we became Life & Legacy donors. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


