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A Community Walk for Unity Rabbi Joseph Telushkin Headlines 
UJF Campaign Launch(Courtesy of UJF) The Jewish 

Community Relations Council (JCRC) 
of United Jewish Federation is joining 
forces with the Interfaith Council 
of Southwestern Connecticut and 
the Mayor’s Multicultural Council 
to plan an event to build bridges 
between the diverse communities in 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.  
The event,  called “A Walk for Unity 
in Our Community”, will take place 
on October 10th at Cove Island Park, 
Stamford, 12:30 pm-3:30 pm. 

This interfaith, multicultural event 
is an opportunity for everyone in 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien 
to join as one community in a non-
political, non-denominational way to 
promote unity, friendship and peace. 
Participants are invited to walk 
together around the main circle at 
Cove Island Park and get to know 
different people by walking and 
talking together.  After the walk, 
participants are invited to spread out 
their blankets on the lawn to enjoy 
self-provided picnics and continue 
the conversations. The last 18 

months have shown how important 
it is to know and understand there 
are relationships that are formed so 
issues can be discussed and resolved.

The idea for the Walk came from 
a brainstorming session of United 
Jewish Federation’s JCRC on how 
to build bridges between the Jewish 
community and the other communities 
within our area.  After the initial 
planning committee meeting, 
event chair Linda Spilka said, “It is 
wonderful that a committee has come 
together to create this Walk for Unity 
to promote ongoing engagement, 
bonding and peacefulness within our 
communities. This event will allow 
each of us to become ambassadors—
one to another.”

The planning committee is made up 
of members of the JCRC, the Interfaith 
Council of Southwestern CT and the 
Mayor’s Multicultural Council. The 
committee will work together to spread 
the word about the event and bring 
hundreds of people together for this 
very special afternoon. 

(Courtesy of UJF) As 
Fall approaches, so does the 
United Jewish Federation’s 
(UJF) Annual Campaign 
Launch. This year’s kick-off 
event, which honors Emerging 
Leaders in the community and 
features guest speaker Rabbi 
Joseph Telushkin, will be held 
on Sunday evening September 
12th at the Darien Community 
Association, 274 Middlesex 
Rd, Darien, CT. The event is chaired by 
Linda Hurwitz and Lorraine Kweskin, and 
begins with an outdoor boxed dinner at 6:30 
pm. 

“We are thrilled to have Rabbi Joseph 
Telushkin, noted author, as our keynote 
speaker. Rabbi Telushkin is the author of 
16 books on Judaism. His book Words 
That Hurt, Words That Heal Inspired 
Senators Joseph Lieberman’s and Connie 
Mack’s Senate Resolution #151 to establish 
a National Speak No Evil Day in the US, 
a day for which Americans would go for 
twenty-four hours without saying anything 

unkind or unfair about, 
or to, anyone. His book 
Jewish Literacy: The Most 
Important Things to Know 
About the Jewish Religion, 
Its People and Its History 
was one of the best-selling 
books on Judaism of the 
1990s and early 2000s. 
The title of his remarks 
will be: Words That Hurt, 
Words That Heal: How To 

Be Civil In An Increasingly Uncivil World,” 
shared Lorraine Kweskin, event co-chair.

Event co-chair Linda Hurwitz continued, 
“Our growing Jewish community continues 
to strengthen local Jewish institutions 
and beyond.  Federation leadership 
understands the strength of institutions 
lies in their leadership and are excited to be 
honoring Emerging Leaders throughout the 
community. The community is as strong as 
the sum of its parts and we are grateful to the 
following individuals for stepping up and 
making a meaningful difference”.

Temple Sinai 2016 community weaving project (CREDIT: BETH SHEPHERD PETERS)
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Temple Sinai 
Launches UNITY 

2021 Project
Temple Sinai invites the community 

to join in creating an interactive public art 
project. Participants tie colorful yarn to 
posts that reflect their identities. Their yarns 
intertwine with others’ to create a web of 
interconnectedness. See article on page 4.

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin
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Lucy Schwartz received her welcome 
bag which included a silk challah cover 
from Israel. Lucy, her husband Saryah 
and 18-month son Daniel moved to 
Stamford recently.

Tova Berns and her children Asher and 
Sadie (not pictured, dad Cameron) enjoy a 
backyard welcome visit and learn all about 
their new community.

Rachel Licht and her baby receive a Shalom 
Baby gift bag.

(Courtesy of UJF) Sharon Franklin, 
United Jewish Federation’s Director of 
Campaign and Community Engagement, 
greets individuals and families who are 
new to the area with a Shalom Welcome 
visit and a gift bag filled with gifts, coupons, 
and information about the community, 
helping newcomers get acclimated to their 
new home. Families with new babies also 
receive a Shalom Baby Welcome visit and 
are given a gift bag filled with toys, books, 
bibs, and information. 

“In the past several years the number of 
new people moving to our area has tripled. 
The increase has been especially noticeable 
in the past year because of the pandemic, 
with families and individuals moving to 
the greater Stamford area in even greater 
numbers. And with a large growth in the 
young family population, the baby boom we 
have experienced continues. United Jewish 
Federation is here to welcome them to their 
new home and answer any question they may 
have about the community,” says Franklin.

Are you new to the area or have 
you recently welcomed a baby? Or 
know someone you can let us know 
about? Contact Sharon Franklin at  
sharon@ujf.org or call 203-321-5364 to 
arrange a welcome visit.

BY DAVID GORDON
Rosh Hashana and 

Yom Kippur are almost 
here.  So, I want to 
publicly declare right 
here and now that 
I believe in G-d….  
probably…. usually…  
Maybe not exactly 
the way you believe, 
if you believe… or 
possibly maybe in a way 
somewhat similar to how 
you believe.  But that discussion is for 
a different time, because I find that the 
G-d I pray to is impossible for me to 
really fathom.

So let’s talk about Judaism. I believe 
in Judaism as a religion. I really do. It’s 
an amazing religion with tremendous 
wisdom which allows for a great 
diversity of beliefs.  That’s why we can 
all be Jews and practice in our own 
ways. But because we can and generally 
do practice our religion in different 
ways, the religious aspects of Judaism 
can cause unfortunate disagreements 
and divisions.

But, then there is the Jewish 
community.  I suppose that you are not 
surprised to read that I really believe in 
the importance of Jewish community…. 
a strong, thriving, inclusive, welcoming 
Jewish community that has a place for 
all Jews regardless of their religious 
practice or lack thereof, and the way 
they do or don’t believe in G-d. I hope 
and expect that you also believe in 
our Jewish community. And because I 
believe in our Jewish community, I am 

dedicated to supporting 
and building our United 
Jewish Federation. UJF 
is THE organization in 
Stamford, New Canaan 
and Darien that is 
dedicated to convening, 
building and safeguarding 
our entire Jewish 
community. Whether it 
is the Jewish community 
Shalom/Welcome wagon 
that greets each Jewish 

newcomer to Stamford, COVID 
emergency support and scholarship 
money dispensed to our synagogues, 
schools, and agencies, security support 
to the synagogues, schools and 
agencies provided through the Secure 
Community Network of which UJF is 
now a part,

convening our community at rallies 
against antisemitism and in support of 
our Israeli brethren,

etc., etc., etc.
UJF is here…. convening…. 

building…., and safeguarding.
So this Rosh Hashana, whether you 

believe in G-d one way or another or 
not at all, and whether you practice 
Judaism this way or that, please make 
a commitment to yourself to believe in 
your Jewish community.  And please 
make a commitment to show your 
belief in our Jewish community by 
supporting UJF like you have never 
supported it before. Because UJF is 
something that we can all believe in.

Shana tova u’metukah! May you 
have a sweet (and healthy) New Year!

BY DIANE SLOYER
5781 was a year of struggle, 

strength, and triumph. There 
were things that made you 
proud last year, and some 
incredible things that will 
make you proud in the year 
ahead.

Some of them we won’t 
even publicly discuss, like 
rescue operations or sensitive 
relief missions in faraway countries.

Or negotiations in DC and local 
security funding to combat antisemitism.

And working to make sure our 
campuses are safe for Jewish students.

And all of these things are 
interconnected.

To each other. To you. To your values. 

Our Jewish values.
I’m extremely proud of 

all the efforts of those who 
work behind the scenes that 
got us to this point. David 
Gordon, President, and 
Ellen Weber, Campaign 
Chair, and Sharon Franklin, 
Managing Director of 
Campaign and Community 
Outreach, the Board of 

Directors and lay volunteers, and our 
amazing Federation professionals, 
who worked so hard to achieve this 
outstanding result, and the donors who 
showed trust in the power of collective 
giving during the most challenging times 
we have faced as an organization and 
community.

It’s because of the Annual Campaign 

that we did things we never expected or 
thought we’d do.

We have never faced such incredibly 
challenging times.

But we have met and exceeded that 
challenge.

Because Federations Never Close.
But it’s not just about raising money.
Our Jewish Federation of Greater 

Stamford, New Canaan and Darien was 
built for this moment.

To care for those in need. To build 
community. And to save the world – one 
person at a time. At a time of deep crisis 
in the world, these precious funds have 
meant more food for the hungry, more 
aid for those in need, more support for 
those suffering, and more connections 
for those isolated and yearning.

We’re so thankful to each and 

every one of you who gave meaningful 
donations today and for those who had 
the foresight to think about the future, 
so that we can work together to help 
our community, to help Israel, and to do 
what’s right.

None of this just happens.
It takes time and effort and energy.
And your support.
As we near the start of 5782, the 2021 

Campaign needs your support! Because 
supporting your local Jewish Federation 
- our Jewish Federation of Stamford, New 
Canaan and Darien - gives you the front 
row seat in writing the Jewish history 
today.

Wishing you and your families a 
Shana Tova…a year filled with health, 
peace and joy!

From UJF’s Chief Executive Officer

UJF President’s Message

Diane Sloyer, UJF CEO 

UJF President David Gordon

Creating Jewish History

Believing UJF Welcomes New 
Community Members

CANDLE LIGHTING TIMES
August 20 ......................................7:27 pm
August 27. .....................................7:16 pm
September 3 ..................................7:05 pm
September 10 ................................6:53 pm
September 17 ................................6:41 pm
September 24 ................................6:29 pm
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BY JUDY FLEISCHER
When Nancy Schiff man fi rst viewed 

Upheaval, the new documentary 
chronicling the life of the late Israeli prime 
minister Menachem Begin, her fi rst reaction 
was “Boy! I wish he were around now.”

Begin remains an example of the kind 
of courage, dedication and humility that 
Schiff man would like to see more of today.

“We need more leaders who are about 
what the country needs, what the people 
need, what we all need – not what is going 
to further their personal agenda,” said 
Schiff man, associate executive director of 
development and signature programs at the 
Stamford Jewish Community Center.

Directed by Jonathan Gruber and produced 
by Denver’s Hidden Light Institute (HLI), 
Upheaval will open the Jewish Film Festival of 
Fairfi eld County on October 14 at 7:30 pm. At 
the opening, executive producer and founder of 
HLI, Rob Schwartz, will recognize Rabbi Daniel 
Cohen and Judith Lupatkin Bernstein with a 
special presentation in appreciation for their 
contributions in helping to make the fi lm a reality.

Upheaval is the centerpiece of an 
international initiative by HLI to highlight 
Begin’s meaningful and far-reaching 
accomplishments for the state of Israel -- and 

the lessons they hold for leaders today. 
For Rabbi Daniel Cohen, senior rabbi of 

Congregation Agudath Sholom in Stamford and  
a member of the HLI board, the fi lm comes at a 
timely moment for Jews and for Israel.

“At a time when Zionism is under assault and 
unfortunately many people are anxious about 
publicly proclaiming their devotion to the state of 
Israel, a fi lm about the legacy of Menachem Begin 
who was a proud, courageous Jew who was on 
right side of history, needs to be seen by Jews, by 
non-Jews, by the world,” said Rabbi Cohen.

Upheaval recounts Begin’s tumultuous life, 
starting with his time as a student and Zionist in his 
native Poland, and leading to his imprisonment in 
a Soviet Gulag and eventual release and journey 
to Palestine in 1942. Seered by the death of nearly 
all his family in the Holocaust, Begin became a 
leader of the Irgun, the paramilitary force that 
fought the British in Mandatory Palestine, and 
later the Arabs. Th e documentary follows his 
election to the Knesset and, in 1977, his election 
and leadership as prime minister.

Upheaval chronicles the accomplishments 
of his eventful tenure as prime minister, 
including winning the Nobel Peace Prize for 
his daring peace accord with Egypt – the fi rst 
between Israel and an Arab state – welcoming 
to Israel Jews of many ethnicities and cultures, 

and tackling endemic 
and contentious issues in 
the Jewish state, including 
the sensitive dynamics of 
Jewish-Arabic, Sephardi-
Ashkenazi and black-
white relationships. 

“It’s important for 
people to understand how 
a leader used fortitude 
and the strength of his 
convictions to make his 
mark, not bow to pressures 
and stay true to his values,” said Judith Lupatkin 
Bernstein, Stamford resident, HBO executive 
and vice chair of HLI’s board.

“Seeing those struggles and shortfalls 
gives the fi lm honesty and authenticity and 
makes Begin more 
human and more 
acceptable as a 
leader,” said Ms. 
Lupatkin Bernstein.

“It showed his 
humanism and 
his humanity,” said 
Ms. Schiff man of 
the fi lm. “You feel 
like this was a man, 

this was a leader, this is 
what it’s all about.”

As part of its larger 
educational eff ort in 
connection with the 
fi lm, HLI is creating 
a curriculum in fi ve 
languages for high school 
and college students and 
also is hosting an annual 
symposium examining 

Begin’s life and legacy, 
tackling many of the issues 

that occupied his years of leadership and that 
remain relevant today.

To purchase tickets ($10 for JCC members, 
$15 for community), or for Festival and fi lm 
details, please visit www.stamfordjcc.org.

Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy has 
announced its line-up of events for families 
with children ages birth to six years, scheduled 
for the 2021-22 school year. Th e FREE series 
is fi lled with fun children’s activities designed 
to inspire curiosity and discovery.

 Th e following schedule includes events 
from September through December. For 
more information or a full schedule of 
family events for the entire school year, 
contact Miriam Sperber, BCHA Director of 
Admissions, at msperber@bcha.org.

Upheaval Documentary Opens Jewish Film Festival

BCHA Announces 
Free Family Fall Programs

UPCOMING EVENTS

Family Fall Fest
Co-sponsored by UJF’s PJ Library
Sept. 19th, 3:00 pm - 5:00 pm

Celebrate Sukkot
Sept. 23, 4:00 pm
Build a sukkah in the BCHA Makerspace

Tinker in the Garden
Oct. 13th, 10:00 am
Planting & sing-along

Celebrate Chanukah
Dec. 5th, 10:00 am
Little Chefs

Winter Break Fun Day
Dec. 26th, 9:30 am
Co-hosted by UJF’s PJ Library

UPCOMING DEADLINE
October Issue

Deadline: August 30, 2021
_________

Email submissions to sandy@ujf.org
You should receive notifi cation that your submission was received!

Menachem Begin welcoming President 
Anwar Sadat at Haifa’s port.
(Courtesy of GPO/Moshe Milner)

Chairs: Daniela Fisch and Lorraine Hutzler
Register at www.ujf.org/dignity

Join Us for a “Young Ladies” Night Out Packing Party 
Wednesday, August 25th • 7:00pm-8:00pm

Suggested sponsorship is $10 per bag-with the goal of packing 
100 bags of personal care items for those in need.
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(Courtesy of JCC) The 
JCC’s first Arts & Culture 
JTalk of the season will 
feature Richard Freedman 
on Thursday, September 
30 at 7:30 pm in person, 
moderated by Joy Katz.

Richard Freedman 
exemplifies the qualities of 
a JTalk speaker including 
commitment to public 
service, philanthropy and 
championing efforts to 
improve the daily lives of people in 
Stamford and the wider community.  

Richard is President 
of Garden Homes 
Management, a family 
real estate business 
based in Stamford and 
founded by his father 
Joel in 1962 that owns 
and develops rental 
housing throughout 
the Northeast. A 
passionate leader 
and advocate for 
desegregation through 

zoning reform and construction of 
affordable housing in affluent towns, 

Richard will address the sources of the 
inequities in housing and the barriers 
that must be broken to achieve his 
mission to desegregate and create 
equitable housing throughout the 
state and region.  His JTalk promises 
to be an enlightening and energizing 
presentation.

A long-time public servant, Richard 
is a former President of the Stamford 
Board of Education and has been 
Chairman of the Board of Finance 
since 2015.  He and his family have a 
proud tradition of philanthropy in the 
community and the state. As a dedicated 

Stamford JCC member and former 
board member, Richard and his wife 
Nancy have been major sponsors of 
the JCC, as well as the JCC Jewish Film 
Festival since its inception 20 years ago. 

The talk will be moderated by Joy Katz, 
JD, who is a Past President of the Stamford 
JCC and is currently the Chair of the JCC’s 
JCares Social Action Committee.

Registration is required at stamfordjcc.org. 
Members are free, community $10. 

For further information contact 
Connie Cirillo Freeman, Director of Arts 
& Culture and Seniors at 203-940-3890 or 
cfreeman@stamfordjcc.org.

(Courtesy of Temple Sinai) In 2016, 
Temple Sinai launched the UNITY Project, 
an opportunity for individuals and families to 
identify themselves in terms of beliefs, values 
and relationships. 

As people begin to emerge from 
COVID-19 and the traumas of the past 18 
months, Temple Sinai invites you to join 
UNITY 2021. Are you charitable? Do you 
like pets? Do you pray? Are you a survivor? 
These are just some of the descriptors offered 
to identify yourself.

The process is simple. Similar in 2016, 
each with an identifier, a specific statement 
that may or may not apply to you. Each 
person receives a skein of yarn, and wraps 
their yarn around the poles with the 
different characteristics that apply to them. 
Examples include: I live with a disability or  

chronic illness. I am 
a good friend. I am 
confident. Each identifier 
tells you something about 
yourselves, and together a 
pattern of the community 
is created.

This activity can be 
done in families, couples 
and as individuals.

UNITY 2021 will 
open to the entire, greater 
Stamford community the 
evening of Selichot, August 
28. 

It will be open during the following times 
until September 28.

August 29 - 11:00 am - 12:00 pm 
September 19 - 10:00 am - 12:00 pm

September 26 - 11:30 am Closing Ceremony
If you can’t make the specified times, 

please contact the Temple office 203 322-1649 
to set up a time that will work for you. Please 
come to add to the fabric of the community!

(Courtesy of Gan Yeladim) This 
summer saw the largest attendance for 
Gan Yeladim’s summer camp with many 
new features incorporated that helped 
make it a magical summer for all the 
children. This was the first summer 
the Gan children used their newly built 
garden to grow their own vegetables 
from seed to harvest.  The camp was 
fortunate enough to have several of its 
alumni return to help as counselors 
in training, building on what they 
had experienced all those years ago at 
the Gan. Other activities the children 
enjoyed were twice weekly swim lessons, 
ceramics classes, gymnastics, music 
and soccer. Special visits from the 
Bartlett Arboretum and the local fire 
department thrilled the attendees. To 
find out more about Gan Yeladim contact  
wendy@stamfordchabad.org

COMMUNITY NEWS

JCC Arts & Culture JTalk

Temple Sinai Launches UNITY 2021

Gan Yeladim’s Summer Camp 
Grows to Record Numbers

“The New Jewish Voice” (USPS #184) is published 
by the United Jewish Federation Inc.
1035 Newfield Ave., Stamford, CT 06905-2521.

www.ujf.org for updates and donations
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Richard Freedman

The weaving of the Temple Sinai community 2016 
(CREDIT: BETH SHEPHERD PETERS)

Gan Yeladim’s summer campers 
harvest their home-grown vegetables. 
(l-r) Morah Kelley Lombardo, Carmiya 
Speter, Noah Saibel, Charley Scheiner, 
Judah Kevelson and Ezra Hauptman.

Gan Yeladim 
Graduation

Morah Leah Shemtov releases butterflies 
into the wild as part of the graduation 
ceremony at Gan Yeladim.



5

SEPTEMBER 2021 • ELUL 5781 - TISHREI 5782

UJF’s NextGen Guys’ Night Out Co-Chairs,  
Adam Furmansky (left) and David Gilboa 
(right), get into the spirit of things at the 
Litchfield Distillery table.

Shushannah Walshe (host), Becky Kevelson, 
Stacy Miller, Kate Cik, Tova Berns, Mel Vorm 
(co-chair), and Jennie Pell Small at UJF’s 
NextGen Ladies’ Night Out.

Nearly 60 guys came together to socialize, 
network, dine, sample spirits, and watch a 
cocktail demo at UJF’s NextGen Guys’ Night 
Out.

Jessica Berger (co-chair and craft facilitator) 
demonstrates how to etch on a glass vase to 
UJF NextGen guests Simone Zwany, Erica 
Quamily, and Emily Eisen Bierman.

(Courtesy of UJF) United Jewish 
Federation’s NextGen held two events 
over the summer for area Jewish 
millennials. For many, this was the first 
social opportunity, in nearly a year and a 
half, to get out and see friends and meet 
new people. The planning committees 
made the creative decision to hold a 
separate Guys’ and Ladies’ Night Out”.

The Ladies’ Night event was 
held in June, hosted by Shushannah 
Walshe, and co-chaired by Jessica 
Berger and Mel Vorm. Guests enjoyed 
the beautiful weather outdoors while 
mingling, dining on a sushi dinner 

from SOOSH, and sampling a specialty 
lemonade cocktail from Litchfield 
Distillery. Jessica Berger facilitated 
a glass vase etching craft that guests 
took home as a gift.

Adam Furmansky and David Gilboa 
co-chaired UJF’s Guys’ Night Out in July, 
with almost 60 guests in attendance. The 
program was held outdoors on the lawn 
at the Gilboa home in Stamford, and 
featured food boxes from 613 Restaurant, 
lawn games, spirit tastings and cocktails, 
and a bourbon drink demo from a 
Litchfield Distillery brand ambassador. 

Guests at both events had a chance 

to learn more about United Jewish 
Federation and all the good work done in 
the local and global Jewish communities. 

UJF’s NextGen connects young Jewish 
adults (aged 25-45) to a broad range of 
educational, social, philanthropic, and 

leadership activities as a means to enhance 
their commitment and connection to the 
Jewish community. If you would like to 
learn more about UJF’s NextGen, or if 
you have an idea for a program, contact 
Sharon Franklin at sharon@ujf.org.

COMMUNITY NEWS

UJF’s NextGen Summer Socials

(Courtesy of Schoke JFS) Food 
insecurity in Connecticut continues 
to be a very real and growing problem. 
In 2020, the need for food in the meal 
delivery programs managed by Schoke 
Jewish Family Service, saw an average 
increase in need for food of 400% 
over the previous year. The need for 
nutritious, easily obtainable food is still 
very robust.

Over 400,000 residents of 
Connecticut struggle with hunger and 
117,000 of them are children.

On the frontlines of providing 
clients with food support, Schoke JFS 
has operated the Freedberg Family 
Kosher Food Pantry for over two 
decades and is experienced with the 
problems and issues involved. Now, 
with a more innovative approach, 
Schoke JFS will be capable of bringing 
food support to the broadest area and 

neediest households.
A pantry on wheels (Kosher Mobile 

Food Pantry) will allow Schoke JFS to 
increase community access to healthy 
and free food choices while decreasing 
local overall food insecurity. A versatile 
mobile pantry will enable immediate 
responses to the increased food needs 
throughout Fairfield County. Increased 
visibility of food and other support 
services, such as nutrition information, 
assistance in budgeting, healthcare 
and housing referrals, will be available 
for the Jewish community and any 
individuals, regardless of race, ethnicity 
or religion.

This truck, stocked with both 
canned and dry goods as well as fresh 
fruits, vegetables and meat, will have 
the ability to be at a different partner 
site every day of the week, such as local 
synagogues or community centers, with 

a potential to feed an additional 250+ 
families per week.

Schoke JFS needs to get the truck 
on the road as quickly as possible and 
hopes to do so by October.

“Members of the newly launched 
‘The Gathering Table’ will help build and 
sustain this initiative and help us reach 
those in need,” shared Matt Greenberg, 
CEO of Schoke JFS. “Anyone interested 
in learning about ‘The Gathering Table’ 
to aid in fighting food insecurity in our 
community should visit our website at 
www.ctjfs.org.”

For more information about 
food insecurity and mobile food 
pantry programs, please contact  
Leah Schechter, Chief Program Officer 
of Schoke JFS at 203-921-4161 or email 
at lschechter@ctjfs.org.

Food Insecurity Spurs a Kosher Pantry on Wheels

(l-r) Rick Nixon, Person-to-Person (P2P) Stamford 
site manager; Perry Braun, volunteer with Schoke 
JFS Mobile Pantry Task Force; Paul Gordon, Schoke 
JFS Board Chair; and Leah Schechter, Chief Program 
Officer of Schoke JFS, take a tour of the P2P Mobile 
Food Pantry.
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Shana Tova!L’
From your friends at

Savannah Bee Company

Now through the end of the year, you will get
10% off any qualifying honey purchase when you

visit our Westport location

43 Church Ln, Westport, CT 06880

Offer is exclusive to Savannah Bee Company's
Westport Retail Store ONLY, this offer is not valid online.

y

l g

(Courtesy of UJF) Th e Jewish 
Community Relations Council of UJF will 
have a mayoral candidate forum in mid-
October. “We are hoping that the event can 
be held in person at the Jewish Community 
Center,” said Sharon Lewis, Director of the 
JCRC. “But if we cannot be in person, we 
will host the event virtually.” The forum 
will take place on Monday, October 18th 
at 7:30 pm. Please watch for further email 
announcements.

Th e JCRC has hosted mayoral and other 
candidate forums for many years to allow 
the community an opportunity to hear from 
offi  ce seekers. Th is year’s mayoral debate 
will feature candidates from the Democratic 
party (either Caroline Simmons or 
David Martin depending on the outcome 
of the Democratic primary on September 
14th), Bobby Valentine, Independent 
and Joe Corsello, Republican. Election 
day is November 2nd.

Local synagogues and agencies are 
recipients of the State of Connecticut’s 
Non-Profit Security Grants program 
and security grants through the Federal 
Emergency Management Agency 
(FEMA). Lenore Fogel, Co-Chair of 
Young Israel’s security team said, “We 
are so grateful to the Jewish Federation 
Association of Connecticut (JFACT) and 
the local Federations who support JFACT 
as well as the Jewish Federations of North 
America for lobbying for our needs in 
Hartford and Washington and getting us 
the funding we so badly needed to make 
our building more secure.”  

At a press conference on July 28th, 
Governor Ned Lamont announced that 
his administration is awarding $3.8 
million in grants to cover the costs 
associated with implementing needed 
security infrastructure improvements at 
the facilities of 97 nonprofit organizations 
in Connecticut.

The Nonprofit Security Grant 
Program was announced by the Governor 
in February. JFACT lobbied heavily 
for this money.  JFACT is supported 
by the seven Jewish Federations of 
Connecticut, which includes United 
Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, 
New Canaan and Darien.  

“Advocating for the security grants 
was JFACT’s highest priority for the 2020 
legislative session,” said  Michael Bloom, 
Executive Director of JFACT.  “We are 
grateful to Governor Lamont and the 
Connecticut General Assembly for 
stating loud and clear that the state has a 
role to play in public safety.” 

Administered by the Connecticut 
Department of Emergency Services 
and Public Protection, the program is 
intended to improve security at 501(c)
(3) organizations that are at heightened 
risk of being the target of a terrorist 
attack, hate crime, or violent act. Eligible 

nonprofits are able to receive a maximum 
of $50,000 per site. 

The July 28th announcement of 
$3.8 million for 97 nonprofits is the 
first round of grants awarded under the 
program. A total of $5 million has been 
set aside for these grants this year. While 
not every non-profit that applied for the 
grant received an award, fortunately, 
more help is on the way. This program 
was first announced in February, and 
asking for applications.Three hundred 
and eighty organizations applied with a 
total ask of $13 million. Seeing that the 
need for security money was so great, 
JFACT lobbied heavily and was able to 
secure an additional $15 million from 
the Non-Profit Security Grants program 
to be awarded over the next two years.

“We are fortunate to have so many 
nonprofit organizations in Connecticut 
that provide an incredible amount of 
services to the people of our state, and 
the Nonprofit Security Grant Program 
will help ensure that they have the 
resources they need to make their staff 
and clients as safe as possible,” Governor 
Lamont said. 

“This program is an important 
part of our strategy to help keep 
our many nonprofits safe from 
threats and criminal activity,” 
Department of Emergency Services 
and Public Protection Commissioner 
James C. Rovella said.

“In addition to State security grants, 
several area institutions received federal 
government grants through FEMA.  The 
Washington Office of Jewish Federations 
of North America lobbied for increased 
federal funding and we are thrilled to 
hear that local agencies will benefit from 
this funding,” shared Sharon Lewis, 
Director UJF’s Jewish Community 
Relations Council.

JCRC NEWS

(Courtesy of UJF) United Jewish 
Federation of Stamford, New Canaan 
and Darien has joined forces with 
area Federations to hire Secure 
Community Network “SCN” to build 
a security shield and standardize the 
level of protection and preparedness 
throughout our communities.  SCN 
is the official safety and security 
organization of the Jewish community 
in North America, founded under the 
auspices of the Jewish Federation of 
North America and the Conference of 
Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations. 

Patrick Daly, Principal Deputy 
Director/Chief Operating Officer 
of SCN, and Bradley Orsini, Senior 
National Security Advisor, came to 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien to 
tour the community and to meet with 
community leaders.  At the communal 
meeting on August 3rd over 30 people, 
both in person and on Zoom, heard 
Daly and Orsini describe in detail the 
services provided by SCN and shared 
best practices and low and no cost 
tips to immediately increase security 
at centers of Jewish life. SCN and 
our local federations are in the final 

process of choosing a Regional Security 
Advisor (RSA).  One of the first things 
the RSA will do is conduct security 
assessments of every synagogue and 
agency in the community.  He will then 
help us develop plans and strategies 
to make sure our organizations can 
increase security and build resilience 
in members of the community.  
Our region will then join 15 other 
communities across the country who 
work with SCN.

“Our Federation is grateful to 
participate in this program thanks 
to the very generous gift of a donor 
who is dedicated to the security of 
our community.  Being able to hire 
SCN and bring enhanced security 
preparedness to our entire community 
is an example of the crucial role that 
Federation plays,”said Diane Sloyer, 
CEO of United Jewish Federation of 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien. “It 
is crucial to know that the Federation, 
with both JFACT serving  Connecticut 
and the Federation’s DC office, are 
behind the scenes securing State and 
Federal resources for security to ensure 
that our community has what it needs.” 
Sloyer added.

Big Step Forward to Increase 
Communal Security

Mayoral Candidate Forum

Security for Non-Profi ts 
- A State Priority!

Community members gathered to learn about the Secure Community Network which will 
soon place a regional security advisor in our community.
(l-r) Brad Orsini, SCN; Judy Cahn, Congregation Agudath Sholom Security Chair; Paul Berger, 
BCHA Board President; Leah Schechter, Schoke JFS; Peter Lilienthal, Jewish Historical 
Society President; Claudia Brenner, UA-JCC Greenwich; Lenore Fogel, Young Israel of 
Stamford Security Co-Chair; Patrick Daly, SCN; David Gordon, UJF President; Caryn 
Halbrecht, UJF Security Chair; Sharon Lewis, JCRC Director.  Dozens of other community 
leaders attended by Zoom. 
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Temple Sholom is grateful to be able to gather safely in-person as a  
sacred community to celebrate the High Holidays this year.

We hope you will join us in our beautiful sanctuary. We are excited to offer:
•  Traditional services in an uplifting and inspiring atmosphere • Musical and interactive services for families and young children

•  Virtual High Holiday services via live stream for those who prefer • Complimentary tickets for those who are new to the community
• Complimentary reciprocal tickets to members of other congregations

New to the area? Contact Lori Baden at 203-869-7191 to receive a welcome High Holiday bag. 

L’Shanah Tovah Tikateyvu - May you be inscribed for a good year!
No one is turned away for membership because of financial hardship.

300 East Putnam Avenue, Greenwich, CT • 203-869-7191 • www.templesholom.com
/TempleSholomCT

Inspiring a New Year
High Holidays 5782

 Our comprehensive STEAM-based curriculum encourages critical thinking, nurtures creative expression and builds self-esteem. 
Our Judaic studies program instills in students the Jewish values that serve them on every step of life’s journey.  

 To learn more::
 
 For Lower School, contact Miriam Sperber  
 203-329-2186 or msperber@bcha-ct.org

 For Upper School, contact Sarah Rich 
 203-883-8970 or srich@bcha-ct.org

2186 High Ridge Road, Stamford, CT 06903

Come see for yourself. Open House Sunday, November 4.  
Early Childhood 10:00am-12noon
2186 High Ridge Road, Stamford, CT
Please RSVP to Denise Rafailov
203-329-2186, ext 1310 or drafailov@bcds.or g

High School 1:30-4:00pm
1937 W. Main Street, Stamford, CT 
Please RSVP to Sarah Rich
203-357-0850 or srich@jhsct.or g

Where each student matters 
and every moment counts. 

A pre-K – grade 12 school

May the new year bring with it 
 

the promise of peace,  
the blessing of good health, and 
the sweetness of our tradition.
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(Courtesy of UJF) The Greater 
Stamford chapter of Dignity Grows™ 
was launched in the beginning of 
2021, in the middle of a pandemic. 
But the need for hygiene and 
sanitary products for those in need 
did not stop just because the world 
did. Each month, 100 tote bags full 
of personal and menstrual hygiene 
products have been delivered to 
local social service organizations 
including Schoke Jewish Family 
Service, New Covenant House, 
Person-to-Person, Domestic 
Violence Crisis Center, and others. 
A total of 800 bags have been 
delivered to date in the Stamford 
region. Across the country, there 
are 23 chapters and over 20,000 
tote bags have been delivered to 
local distribution partners. Dignity 
Grows works with organizations 
without regard to race or religion.

The reusable Dignity Grows 
tote bags contain soap, shampoo, 
deodorant, hand sanitizer wipes, 
toothbrush, toothpaste, and 

menstrual products for a month. 
Most people don’t realize how 
difficult it is to participate in daily 
life without having access to these 
necessities. Each tote costs $10 
and ensures that a woman, girl, 
or individual assigned female at 
birth, who cannot afford these 
products, can maintain their dignity 
without missing school or work. A 
contribution of $120 will help one 
woman in need for a year.

Dignity Grows offers a wonderful 
opportunity for community 
members to get involved in a small 
or large way. Here are ways to help:

• Sponsor and host a packing 
party at your home (or at the 
UJF office)

• Host an online fundraiser 
through the social media of your 
choice, to celebrate a birthday, 
bat mitzvah or other special 
occasion

• Share with UJF’s professional 
staff any ideas, employer 
match opportunities, corporate 

sponsorship, or other 
information you might have 
about grant opportunities

• Donate to Dignity Grows in 
honor of someone for a special 
occasion or in memory of a 
loved one

Whether it’s a donation of money 
or time, it is easy to make a difference 

in someone’s life.  As one recipient 
stated, “my Dignity Grows tote is 
hope in a bag!”. To donate, please visit: 
https://www.ujf.org/dignitygrows

 For any questions or suggestions, 
or to get involved, please contact:

Terry Bernard at terrbernard@
gmail.com or Nancy Fahey at 
nfahey5@gmail.com

Dignity Grows Continues to Help Local Organizations

Noa Farber recently celebrated her 
Bat Mitzvah by raising money for and 
participating in Dignity Grows.

Dignity Grows co- chair Nancy Fahey
delivers 100 bags to a volunteer from New
Covenant House.

COMMUNITY NEWS

May 5782 be a year filled with
Health, Peace and Joy!

David Gordon Diane Sloyer
President Chief Executive Officer

www.ujf.org

(203) 321-1373

Please join us for a

MAYORAL CANDIDATE FORUM
Moderated by Joshua Esses, Chair, Jewish Community Relations Council

October 18, 2021
7:30pm

In person or virtual, to be determined—please watch your email for further details

Come hear from the candidates about their ideas 

and vision for Stamford for the next four years.

To register: ujf.org/forum

Participating organizations:

Jewish Community Center, Congregation Agudath Sholom, Temple Beth El, Young Israel of Stamford

For more informaon: Sharon Lewis, Director, JCRC, slewis@ujf.org
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the community extends beyond JFS. 
She is a member of the Congregation 
Agudath Sholom board  and co-chair 
of their capital campaign. As an Emmy-
nominated journalist, many additional 
organizations within Stamford have 
benefited from Shushannah’s expertise.

Vered Links is the Emerging Leader 
nominee from Chabad of Stamford.
Since arriving in this community 13 years 
ago, Vered and her entire family have 
been involved in Chabad of Stamford 
in a myriad of ways. As a marketing 
professional,  Vered has used her 
expertise and enthusiasm to contribute 
to the many programs offered by Chabad. 
The impact she has had has been great 
and Chabad of Stamford Is honored to 
nominate her as an Emerging Leader.

Adam Furmansky, United Jewish 
Federation’s Emerging Leader 
nominee, has been a leader in UJF’s 
Cardozo Society, chairing, moderating 
and hosting events. Adam serves on the 
PJ Library parent committee and has 
chaired numerous NextGen leadership 
gatherings for UJF.  Adam is also active 
at Congregation Agudath Sholom and 
Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy.

Jessica Berger, JCC Stamford’s 
Emerging Leader nominee, has a long 

history of involvement in various Jewish 
communities.  Since arriving in Stamford 
two years ago, Jessica has been the VP 
and then President of the Sara Walker 
parent association, taught holocaust 
history to 7th graders at Temple Sinai, 
co-chaired the JCC Gala Journal and 
facilitated outreach for the event, and 
recently coordinated a UJF ladies night 
out. She serves on the JCC equity and 
diversity committee and the PJ Library 
parent committee. 

Registration for the evening is $54 per 
person. We invite sponsorship at $360 
which includes two tickets and a Meet and 
Greet at 6:00 pm with Rabbi Telushkin 
and our community’s emerging leaders. 
If you are a recent arrival in Stamford, 
New Canaan or Darien, we invite you to 
join us for $36 per person. Please visit our 
website at www.ujf.org/emergingleaders 
to register.

For more information contact 
Dianesloyer@ujf.org (203) 321-1373, 
ext 105.

UJF will follow the guidelines of the 
CDC.  At the time of publication, we will 
proceed with an outdoor boxed dinner 
and the program will be inside with masks 
required.  Updates will be communicated 
on our website and by email.

(Courtesy of Chabad of 
Stamford) In response to the 
tragedy in Surfside, Florida, 
Chabad of Stamford off ered the 
community several opportunities 
to do extra “mitzvot” and add 
more positive actions to the 
world. 

Chabad of Stamford 
volunteers pack Shabbat 
packages of candles and freshly baked 
challah for local community members in 
need of a lift . (l-r) Judith Bernstein, Leah 

Weinstein-Munk, Dinah Miller Marlowe, 
Julie Morgulis, Leah Shemtov and Rabbi 
Moshe Shemtov.

Adding Mitzvot in Response to Tragedy

COMMUNITY NEWS

Ben and Carly Magidson are 
recognized by Temple Sinai as their 
Emerging Leader nominees. Ben’s 
involvement in the Joan Bruder Danoff 
Lecture Series at Temple Sinai and 
Carly’s ability to share her love of Pilates 
with other congregants as part of the 
Sinai Circles have allowed the Sinai 
family to recognize their long-lasting 
community impact. 

Chanie Kamman, the Friendship 
Circle’s Emerging Leader nominee,
tirelessly leads all programming efforts 
within the organization, impacting 
almost 350 teen volunteers and 120 
children and young adults with special 
needs. Her creativity and “can do” 
attitude has endeared her to so many 
within the Greater Stamford community 
and has had a long lasting impact on all 
who come in contact with her.  

Chris Maroc is the Emerging Leader 
nominee from Temple Beth El (TBE). His 
volunteer efforts at TBE have focused on 
fundraising and membership. Currently 
on the TBE Executive Committee, Chris 
is Chair of Membership. He has impacted 
TBE culture by introducing TBE clubs 
to the community, which has been so 
meaningful during the challenging times 
caused by the pandemic.  He is also 
involved at Schoke JFS and participates 
on the JFS Executive Committee where 
he sits as Secretary.  

Jessica Sosnovich is Congregation 
Agudath Sholom’s Emerging Leader 
nominee. She is chair of the Youth 
committee and works hand in hand 
with the youth directors, providing an 

unparalleled program of youth activities. 
She has the ability to manage, inspire, 
encourage  and motivate, providing 
positive impacts on the Agudath youth. 
She is the ideal model for an emerging 
leader.

Jodi Hadge, Bi-Cultural Hebrew 
Academy’s Emerging Leader 
nominee, is a 4th generation Stamford, 
Connecticut native. As a professional 
art director, she has generously 
volunteered her creative talents in a 
myriad of ways not only to BCHA for 
over 10 years but has volunteered and 
supported activities of community 
organizations including Elayne and 
James Schoke Jewish Family Service, 
United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien and 
Congregation Agudath Sholom. 

Shira Fischer, Young Israel of 
Stamford’s (YI) Emerging Leader 
nominee, has brought great energy and 
fresh ideas to the YI community. She is 
both a member of the Board of Directors 
and oversees the Welcoming Committee. 
Her positivity and calm demeanor have 
helped foster a culture of collaboration 
while finding ways for others to become 
more involved at YI. She is an outstanding 
role model and shows great willingness to 
take on leadership roles. Her commitment 
to YI and the community makes her an 
excellent Emerging Leader nominee. 

Shushannah Walshe, Schoke Jewish 
Family Service’s Emerging Leader 
nominee, brings a wealth of experience 
volunteering in the community and 
has helped ensure the success of many 
initiatives, particularly for children. 
Her commitment and involvement in 

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin Headlines UJF Campaign Launch

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1

In addition to walking together, 
participants will enjoy self-provided 
picnics and an opportunity to share 

stories about themselves and listen to 
music. If you are interested in learning 
more about this event, please contact 
Sharon Lewis, Director of the JCRC at 
slewis@ujf.org.

A Community Walk for Unity

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 1
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COMMUNITY NEWS

(Courtesy of UJF)
Professionals from Jewish 
organizations in Fairfi eld County 
met by Zoom to begin to imagine 
how they can work together to 
provide the best programming 
and most effi  cient use of resources. 
From Left  to Right (top row) 
Sharon Lewis, Director, Jewish 
Community Relations Council; 
Diane Sloyer, CEO United Jewish 
Federation of Greater Stamford, 
New Canaan and Darien; 
Sara Walsh, Director, AIPAC, 
Westchester & Connecticut; 
Pamela Ehrenkranz, CEO UJA-
JCC Greenwich; 

(middle row) Stacy Kamisar, 
Program Director, Federation 
for Jewish Philanthropy of Upper 
Fairfi eld; Matt Greenberg, CEO 
Schoke Jewish Family Service; 
Anat Chavkin, Director, Friends 
of the IDF Westchester & 
Fairfi eld; Jill Friedman, Associate 
Director, AJC Westchester & 
Fairfi eld County; 

(bottom row) Marshall 
Kurland, CEO Stamford 
Jewish Community Center; 
Rebecca Zimilover, Director, 
Jewish National Fund, 
Riverdale, Westchester & 
Southern Connecticut.

Working Better Together!

TEMPLE BETH EL
A Great Place for Kids to Learn and Grow!

K’TANIM PROGRAM!
A monthly Jewish learning 

drop-off program for 3 and 4 year-olds.
We aim to inspire!

GAMES MUSIC TORAH HOLIDAYS
STORIES CRAFTS BLESSINGS FUN

10 Sessions, Sunday mornings
$100 per child

YOU DON’T NEED TO BE A TBE MEMBER TO PARTICIPATE!

ENROLL TODAY!
Temple Beth El, 350 Roxbury Rd., Stamford, CT 06902

203-322-6901 www.tbe.org eddir@tbe.org facebook.com/tbestamford

RELIGIOUS SCHOOL 
Imagine a religious school where the kids get 

a great education and have fun at the same time!
 Kindergarten through Grade Seven
 Sunday Mornings In Person
 Monthly Kids’ Choice Day Electives
 Amazing Holiday Celebrations
 Mid-week Hebrew learning in small groups: Grades 3-7

REGISTER A CHILD IN KINDERGARTEN, FIRST, OR 
SECOND GRADE AND YOUR FIRST YEAR MEMBERSHIP IS FREE!

(Courtesy of Chabad of 
Stamford) Th is summer almost 
100 women joined Chabad of 
Stamford for their annual Jewish 
Women Connected (JWC) 
Summer Soiree in a beautiful 
private setting in Stamford. Th e 
women enjoyed an evening of 
food and cocktails prepared by 
“Georgie the Mixologist” who 
entertained them with his dry ice infused creations. New 
friendships were forged and everyone was encouraged 

to express their creativity with 
fl oral arrangements to take 
home or give to other attendees. 
Building on the theme of 
connection and community, 
Leah Shemtov, Co-Director 
of Chabad of Stamford, 
also used the soiree as a call 
to action for each of the 

women there to commit to a 
new mitzvah (good deed) in honor of the Surfside 
tragedy and in memory of the lives lost.

Chabad Jewish Women Connected 
Summer Soiree

Georgie, the mixologist, prepares cocktails 
at Chabad’s JWC Summer Soiree.

Fred Robbins Post #142 of the Jewish War 
Veterans will hold their monthly meetings on 
Sundays at the Stamford JCC, 1035 Newfi eld Avenue, 
starting in September. All are welcome to attend.

For the remainder of  2021, the meeting 
dates are September 12, October 3, November 
7, and December 5.

For the beginning of 2022, the dates 
are January 9, February 6, March 6, 

April 3, May 1, and June 12.
Based on current COVID guidelines, the 

meetings will be held in person. All attendees 
must be vaccinated against COVID-19. Should 
the guidelines change, the meetings will be held 
via Zoom. Th e link will be published on the 
website at www.stamfordjwv.org. For further 
information, contact Steve Fischer at 203-803-
1979 or email stamfordjwv@gmail.com.

Jewish War Veterans Meeting Schedule
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COMMUNITY NEWS

Schoke JFS Launches New 
Volunteer Galaxy Platform

A Pre-College Israel Experience for BCHA Grads

(Courtesy of Schoke JFS) Schoke 
Jewish Family Service is excited to 
introduce its new volunteer management 
platform. Before Covid-19, Schoke JFS 
relied on the help of volunteers often 
but especially around the holidays when 
special food distributions or projects 
were delivered to our clients. Last 
March, all food distributions and client 
services shifted to be able to continue 
caring for clients. The staff immediately 
turned to volunteers to step up and 
help pack food, deliver food and other 
needed items to help care for clients. 
With this surge of volunteerism, Schoke 
JFS identified the need and opportunity 
to upgrade the technology and make 
it even easier to get involved and stay 
engaged at Schoke JFS.

The new platform called Galaxy is an 
interactive online program that makes 
finding and signing up for volunteer 
opportunities simple and easy. After 
requesting volunteer information 
through our website, new volunteers will 
be invited to create a profile, which will 
include contact information, a profile 
picture, and scheduling availability. 
Volunteers can identify causes that are 
meaningful to them, like education, 
equality, food insecurity, etc., as well 
as skills to help match each person to 
the right volunteer opportunities for 
them. Users can also become “fans” 

of a program, meaning that when an 
opportunity is created in a specific 
program area, fans will be notified to 
sign up first.

Finding and signing up for specific 
opportunities is the next step.  Current 
volunteer opportunities at Schoke 
JFS are constantly being updated. 
Volunteers can see a description of the 
task, dates and times of available shifts, 
number of spots for each shift, and skills 
that are highlighted in participating in 
this opportunity. Once completing the 
opportunity, volunteers can enter the 
hours they completed, and once they’re 
confirmed, hours will appear on the 
user’s profile.

Galaxy also has a mobile app. After 
completing an online profile, make sure 
to download “Volunteer Get Connected” 
available on Apple and Android devices. 

If you have already volunteered with 
Schoke JFS, you will be sent an email 
with instructions on how to complete 
your profile. For new volunteers, 
please visit the Schoke JFS website at  
https://www.ctjfs.org/volunteer-opportunities/ 
to fill out the interest form.

If you have any questions, please 
contact Lily Mandell, Schoke JFS 
Director of Engagement at 203-921-4161 
or email at lmandell@ctjfs.org

BY JUDIE JACOBSON
“This was my first time in Israel and it 

has been one of the best experiences of my 
life,” says Leo Koganov, a recent graduate 
of Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy-Upper 
School who recently returned from 
spending the summer attending the 
Ascend program in Jerusalem.

Koganov is one of four BCHA 2021 high 
school grads who were part of Ascend’s 
inaugural six-week summer program which 
began in June. In addition to Koganov, the 
BCHA group included Sydney Hoffman, 
Logan Terr and Gavin Rakitt— all of whom 
will be attending college this fall.

Affiliated with Onward Israel, Ascend 
was created for high school grads who 
didn’t want to take a gap year before starting 
college. Participants live together in the Old 
City of Jerusalem, work in an internship of 
their choice, and study Torah and explore 
Israel in the evenings and on weekends.

Koganov, for example, interned at the 
Diplomatic Institute, where he researched 
the country of Albania and helped determine 

how to develop a startup ecosystem in the 
country. He also had the opportunity to meet 
the Albanian Minister of Entrepreneurship 
and attend a conference led by an Israeli law 
firm.

As for the program’s Torah and learning 
component, Koganov says, “While my high 
school started me off, Ascend has given me 
a platform to figure out what I want to do 
with my learning and has allowed me to 
understand my identity.”

His classmate Sydney Hoffman sums up 
the experience, saying, “I am so thankful 
to have the opportunity to learn, work, and 
explore Israel independently. I have made a 
second home and family here in Jerusalem.”

According to Ilana Bauman, an Ascend 
staff member who is also a Jewish studies 
teacher at BCHA Upper School, the 
program’s 23 participants come from 
different places and backgrounds.  For 
Bauman, who knew the BCHA students 
before they arrived in Israel, the experience 
of watching them grow was gratifying.

“It’s very special for me to see them in 

this environment, 
where they’re getting 
to focus on their own 
personal growth and 
figure out what they 
want to contribute 
to the world,” she 
says. “They want to 
establish their own 
personal identity and 
build connections 
with this land and 
people. It’s wonderful 
to be on this journey 
with them. It’s 
incredibly beautiful to 
be a part of that.”

As the four BCHA grads who participated 
in the Ascend program departed for home, 
five other BCHA 2021 alumni arrived in 
Israel to spend a gap year at yeshivas or 
seminaries.

”One of the benefits of attending a Jewish 
high school like ours is that students are 
not only provided with opportunities to 

tour and study in Israel but also to learn 
about our historical connection to the 
Land of Israel and develop a personal 
connection with the land and its people,” 
says BCHA Upper School Principal Rabbi 
Shimmy Trencher. ”We’re proud to have our 
graduates contributing to the Jewish state, 
and we know this will help them serve as 
advocates on college campuses.”

(l-r) BCHA Class of ‘21 grads Leo Koganov, LoganTerr, Gavin Rakitt 
and Sydney Hoffman, accompanied by Ilana Bauman, an Ascend staff 
member and a teacher at BCHA, in Israel

BCHA Graduates
Head Into The Future

When students 
return to school 
this fall, Bi-Cultural 
Hebrew Academy’s 
Upper School Class 
of 2021 grads will be 
attending 18 different 
colleges, universities, 
and gap year programs. 
“We’re so proud of our 
22 seniors who were 
accepted to 66 schools 
including Brown, 
Yale, WashU, Emory, 
Tulane, NYU, Northeastern, Michigan, 
Virginia, RISD (all in the top 100 most 
selective schools in the country)—and 
so many more excellent universities, 
including music and art schools,” says 
Rabbi Shimmy Trencher, Upper School 
Principal.

Five of the graduates are heading off 
to spend a year of study in Israel: Dovid 
Trencher and Bryan Weisz at Orayta, 
Ben Marcus at Aish Gesher, Ally Hadge 
at Machon Maayan, and Danielle Hadge 
at Bar Ilan Israel Experience. After a gap 
year, Dovid and Bryan plan to matriculate 
at Yeshiva University, Ben at Brown 
University, Ally at Stern College, and 
Danielle at Muhlenberg College.

As for the other graduates, here’s where 
they’re going:

William Agababaev, University of 

Connecticut; Donny DeFala, Berkeley 
College of Music; Jed Devillers, Yale 
University; Etan Doft, New Jersey 
Institute of Technology; Sydney Hoffman, 
Binghamton University; Avichai Jeiger, 
Western Connecticut State University; 
Jaye Kaplan, Savannah College of Arts 
& Design; Leo Koganov, Northeastern 
University; Alex Kramer, University of 
Massachusetts, Amherst; Dalia Levin, 
Stern College; Gavin Rakitt, University 
of Maryland; Zane Roshe, Rhode Island 
School of Design; Josh Schulman, 
University of Connecticut; Mickey 
Stepanskiy, School of Visual Arts; Josh 
Terr, University of Connecticut; Logan 
Terr, University of Connecticut; and 
David Waknine, Stonybrook University.

BCHA Class of 2021.
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Shofar on the Boardwalk at 
Harbor Point

Holidays with Chabad of Stamford

JCC Senior Adult Rosh Hashanah Luncheon

Join Chabad’s Jewish Women 
Connected for the Holidays

BY VIVI DEREN, 
CHABAD AT HARBOR POINT

The sounds of the Shofar will be 
heard on both days of Rosh Hashana, 
Tuesday, September 7th and Wednesday, 
September 8th at 6:00 pm on the 
Boardwalk at Harbor Point.

“Chabad is all about bringing Jewish 
experiences to people, wherever they 
may be,” said Rabbi Yisrael Deren, 
Senior Rabbi of Chabad Stamford. “In 
May, we celebrated Shavuot on the 
Boardwalk with a Torah Reading of the 
Ten Commandments. The response was 
amazing - some people saw our publicity 
beforehand and came, and others just 
happened to see the unusual sight of a 
Torah reading on the Boardwalk, and 
happily joined the celebration. We look 
forward to sounding the Shofar on Rosh 
Hashana – right here on the Boardwalk. 
The main objective is to facilitate the 
connection of Mitzvot and people.”

For those in the area (Harbor Point, 
Shippan, the Cove and Downtown) unable 
to leave home to attend services or Shofar 
blowing, Chabad will try to accommodate 
them with Shofar blowing at home.

Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur services 

will be held both in the evenings as well 
as during the day. Some services will be 
held at Chabad at Harbor Point, 101 Park 
Place, Unit 110, located at Washington 
and Pacific Street (the Townhouse with 
the big Menorah on the porch!); other 
services will be held at a location TBA.

Sukkot and Simchat Torah are joyfully 
and creatively celebrated at Chabad at 
Harbor Point, featuring a teeny-tiny 
Sukkah plus a Sukkah on Wheels, plus 
Hakafot in the Park and more.

Chabad at Harbor Point hosts Shabbat 
services followed by Kiddush every Friday 
night and Shabbat Day. Shabbat meals are 
regularly scheduled as well. In addition, 
there are Torah classes for individuals as 
well as groups, on a variety of subjects.

For more information about Shofar on 
the Boardwalk, Rosh Hashana and Yom 
Kippur services at Chabad, Shofar for 
the home-bound, and regular Shabbat 
services and Torah classes, and Sukkot and  
Simchat Torah, please contact Levi Deren at  
levideren@jewishharborpoint.org, or visit  
Harbor Point Jewish on Facebook or our 
website, www.JewishHarborPoint.org.

(Courtesy of Chabad of Stamford) 
This year Chabad of Stamford will host a 
communal Rosh Hashana dinner and two 
special Tashlich and Shofar events, one at 
the Stamford Nature Center on September 
7th at 5:15 pm and another on Sunday 12th 
September, lakeside, at a private home in 
Stamford. Their “sukkah hop” and “family 
supper in the sukkah” events draw many 

individuals and families as do their “Israeli 
style” hakafot (circles) that are renowned 
for their festive spirit. This year there will 
be a special kids’ hakafot at Barrett Park in 
Stamford on September 28th at 4:30 pm

No membership is required but RSVPs 
are needed.

To find out more, contact  
programs@stamfordchabad.org

(Courtesy of Stamford JCC) The JCC is very 
pleased to welcome senior adults to celebrate 
Rosh Hashana at the Center for its first in-
person program since last year. The seniors will 
enjoy a festive kosher holiday meal and hear 
the blowing of the Shofar on Friday, September 
3 from 11:30 am to 1:00 pm. The luncheon 

is made possible through the vision and 
generosity of Henry Stern and family, in memory 
of Henry and Sandra Stern and Irene Krinsky. Free 
to all seniors, RSVPs are required by Friday, August 
27. To register or for further information please 
contact Connie Cirillo Freeman at 203-940-3890 or  
cfreeman@stamfordjcc.org.

(Courtesy of Chabad of Stamford) Chabad’s 
Jewish Women Connected (JWC) brings 
women together to celebrate, learn, explore 
and recharge. Every year, they host several 
events in honor of the holidays which are 
open to all women in the community. This 
year they kick off the holiday season with their 
“Rosh Hashana Ready’’ program on Sunday, 
September 5th at 10:00 am. Join them to 
prepare delicious dishes to bring home and 
share with family and friends in honor of the 
New Year.

On Erev Yom Kippur, JWC will host a 
special Torah and Tea class in combination 
with their annual “Tzu Betten Lekach”. 

This is a beautiful custom where one asks 
for and receives sweet “lekach” (cake) and 
has come to symbolize the sweet new year 
we anticipate.

Come join Rabbi Moshe and Leah 
outdoors at 10 Brandt Street on Wednesday, 
September 15th at 11:00 am. This event is 
open to all family members.

Finally on Sukkot, JWC will host its 
annual favorite, “Lunch in the Sukkah” where 
women gather in a relaxed outdoor setting 
among nature, within the walls of the sukkah 
to enjoy a delicious lunch and a thought-
provoking class. For more information contact  
programs@stamfordchabad.org

(Courtesy of Schoke JFS) Schoke Jewish 
Family Service, for another year, will 
preserve the tradition of coordinating the 
collection and distribution of traditional 
kosher foods to individuals and families 
who require assistance during the High 
Holidays.

On Wednesday, September 1st, 
program chair, Risa Goldblum, with a 
group of volunteers, will organize, pack 
and distribute holiday food gift bags to  
approximately fifty individuals and family 
groups of clients of the Freedberg Family 
Kosher Food Pantry, located in Stamford. 
Chabad of Stamford, Soosh, Six Thirteen 
Restaurant, Stamford JCC JCares and 
Beldotti Bakery will provide traditional 
food items such as round challot, fresh 
apples and honey, cakes, soup, roasted 

chicken and grape juice, along with apples.
Schoke Jewish Family Service 

operates the Freedberg Family Kosher 
Food Pantry all year round for those 
in need of food support. If you know of 
families or individuals who might benefit 
from this assistance in the future, please 
contact Rebekah Kanefsky, JFS Case 
Management, at 203-921-4161 by email at  
rkanefsky@ctjfs.org. All requests and 
referrals are kept strictly confidential.

If you would like to donate non-
perishable kosher food items such as 
canned fruits and vegetables, fish, pasta, 
beans, personal care and laundry items 
and store gift cards to Schoke JFS, please 
contact Rebekah Kanefsky, 203-921-4161 
or email at rkanefsky@ctjfs.org to arrange 
for drop-off at the Stamford office.

Schoke JFS and Partners Provide 
Food for High Holidays

Risa Goldblum, program chair, assembles the Rosh Hashana gift bags for distribution.

HIGH HOLIDAYS
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Break-the-fast Yom Kippur Delight

Our Jewish community has many free opportunities to join in celebrating the upcoming Jewish holidays. 
The following was shared with UJF for publication. Please call or visit the websites of synagogues directly for 
additional information.

BY RONNIE FEIN
After the long COVID-year, with Zoom 

services and limited visits with family 
and friends, we are thrilled to be able to 
get together for the holiday season. So, 
we will once again have our traditional 
dairy-based Break-the-fast after Yom 
Kippur. For all the years I can remember, 
our get-together always included a few 
staple items: noodle kugel, mujadarah 
(with bulgur wheat, lentils and mounds 
of caramelized onions) and a homemade 
challah. Then we fill in with other dishes 
that change from time to time.

Whenever I need a dairy meal, one 
of the recipes I think of is this layered 
casserole that includes eggplant, 
portobello mushrooms, tomatoes and 
mashed potatoes. It’s one of my daughter’s 
favorites, for good reason – it’s filled with 
fresh veggies but it is also substantial 
because of the potatoes.

Another benefit? You can set it up ahead 

and bake just before you need it.
You can change the recipe a bit: use 

zucchini instead of, or together with, 
eggplant; add some crumbled feta cheese 
or a layer of cooked kale or spinach or 
some cooked carrots. It’s a versatile dish 
and festive looking for your holiday table.
EGGPLANT, MASHED POTATO AND 
PORTOBELLO GRATIN

2 large Yukon gold potatoes
3/4 cup grated Swiss cheese
3/4 cup grated Parmesan cheese
3 large eggs
salt and freshly ground black pepper to 

taste
1 medium eggplant (or 2 medium 

zucchini)
6 tablespoons olive oil
2 large Portobello mushroom caps
2 medium tomatoes
3 tablespoons chopped fresh basil
2 tablespoons chopped fresh parsley
Preheat the oven broiler or outdoor 

grill. Peel the potatoes, cut them into 
chunks and cook them in simmering 
water until tender, about 15 minutes. 
Drain the potatoes and mash them in 
the pot. Stir in 1/2 cup of Swiss cheese, 
1/2 cup Parmesan cheese and the eggs. 
Season lightly with salt and pepper. While 
the potatoes are cooking, trim the ends 
from the eggplant. Slice the eggplant 
lengthwise into 1/4-inch slices. Brush 
both sides with the olive oil. Broil or grill 
the eggplant for 2-3 minutes per side or 
until softened and lightly browned. Place 
half the eggplant slices in a rectangular 
baking dish. Cover with the mashed 
potatoes. Layer the remaining eggplant 
on top. Slice the mushroom caps about  
1/4-inch thick and place them on top 
of the eggplant. Slice the tomatoes and 
place them over the mushrooms. Scatter 
the basil and parsley on top. Sprinkle the 
remaining cheese on top. Preheat the oven 
to 350 degrees. Cook for 45 minutes or 

until crispy and lightly browned on top.
Makes 8-10 servings
Ronnie Fein is a cookbook author, food 

writer and cooking teacher in Stamford. 
She is the author of The Modern Kosher 
Kitchen and Hip Kosher. Visit her food blog, 
Kitchen Vignettes, at www.ronniefein.com, 
friend on Facebook at RonnieVailFein, 
Twitter at @RonnieVFein, Instagram 
at RonnieVFein.

Eggplant, mashed potato, and portobello gratin

CHABAD AT HARBOR POINT  
Rabbi Yisrael and Vivi Deren
101 Park Place
Washington Ave & Pacific St. Unit 110
Services will be held at Chabad at Harbor 
Point unless otherwise noted, pending Covid 
restrictions.

Rosh Hashana 
Monday-Wednesday, September 6-8
Evening (Mon & Tues), 7:30 pm
Morning (Tues & Wed), 10:00 am

Shofar on the Boardwalk at Harbor Point
Tues and Wed at 6:00 pm

Yom Kippur 
Wednesday, September 15
Kol Nidre Wed 6:45 pm

Thursday, September 16
Morning at 10:00 am
Mincha & Neila at 5:30 pm

For more information, contact Levi 
Deren at levideren@gmail.com or visit 
our website, jewishharborpoint.org or 
Facebook, Harbor Point Jewish.

TEMPLE BETH EL 
(Conservative Egalitarian) 
Rabbi Joshua Hammerman
350 Roxbury Rd.  
www.tbe.org

Sukkot
Tuesday, September 21, 
10:00 am - 12:00 pm
Wednesday, September 22, 
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

Shemini Atzeret
September 28,  
10:00 am - Noon

Simchat Torah
Wednesday, September 29, 
10:00 am - 12:00 pm

For further information, call 203-322-6901, ext. 300.

YOUNG ISRAEL OF SAMFORD 
(Orthodox) | Rabbi Eli Kohl
69 Oaklawn Ave. | www.youngisraelstamford.org
Outdoor and Indoor Davening Options
Youth Services (for Youth Schedule email  
marujaivri@gmail.com)

Rosh Hashana
Monday-Wednesday, September 6-8
Indoor Shacharit, 7:45 am
Outdoor Shacharit,8:30 am

Yom Kippur
Wednesday-Thursday, September 15-16
Kol Nidre, 6:45 pm
Indoor Shacharit, 8:15 am
Outdoor Shacharit, 8:45 am

TEMPLE SINAI (Reform) | Rabbi Jay TelRav
458 Lakeside Dr | 203-322-1649 |  
www.templesinaistamford.org

Selichot - Saturday, August 28
Program and Service with Rabbi TelRav and 
Cantor Morgovsky, 7:00 pm
Service will be outdoors - weather permitting

Cemetery Memorial Service
Sunday, September 5
Fairfield Memorial Park, Oaklawn Avenue, Stamford, 
10:00 am | Open to the public - no ticket required

Rosh Hashana - Tuesday, September 7 
Children’s Service (Pre-K and younger, 1:30 pm)

Wednesday, September 8
Morning Service, 8:30 am

Yom Kippur - Thursday, September 16
Children’s Service (Pre-K and younger), 1:30 pm
Yizkor/N’ilah Services, 4:30 pm 
Mincha/Neila, 5:30 pm

CHABAD OF STAMFORD
Rabbi Moshe & Leah Shemtov
770 High Ridge Rd | 203-3-CHABAD 
(203) 324-2223 | www.stamfordchabad.org

Rosh Hashana
Monday, September 6
Mincha and Maariv, 7:00 pm
Communal Rosh Hashana Dinner, 8:00 pm

Tuesday, September 7
Shacharit, 9:00 am
Tashlich and Shofar at the 
Nature Center, 5:15 pm
Mincha and Maariv, 6:45 pm

Wednesday, September 9
Shacharit, 9:00 am
Mincha and Maariv, 6:45 pm

Yom Kippur 
Wednesday, September 15
Mincha 4:00 pm
Candle lighting & Fast begins 6:45 pm
Kol Nidrei, 6:50 pm

Thursday, September 16
Shacharit, 9:00 am
Torah Reading & Yizkor, 11:00 am
Mincha and Neilah, 5:30 pm
Shofar, Maariv and Breakfast, 7:42 pm

Sukkot
Monday, September 20
Mincha and Maariv, 6:40 pm

Tuesday September 21
Shacharit, 10:00 am
Mincha and Maariv, 6:35 pm

Wednesday September 22
Shacharit, 10:00 am
Mincha and Maariv, 6:35 pm

Shemini Atzeret & Simchat Torah
Monday, September 27
Mincha, Maariv and Israeli Hakafot, 6:30 pm
Featuring an Israeli-style Kiddush

Tuesday, September 28
Shacharit, 10:00 am
Torah reading & Yizkor, 11:00 am
Kids Hakafot in Barrett Park, 4:30 pm
Mincha, Maariv and Hakafot, 6:15 pm

Wednesday, September 29
Shacharit, Festive Breakfast, Hakafot and 
Simchat Torah Kiddush Lunch starting at 
10:00 am
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Very best

and healthy New Year!

A Good and
Sweet Year

Shana Tova UmetukahShana Tova Umetukah
May the coming year bring 

you good health, peace, love and joy.
Shana Tova

May 5782 be a year 
filled with 
health, peace,
love and joy!We wish you all a happy 

and peaceful year.

Shana Tova 
to all of our 
Stamford 
Friends! 

We wish our 
Jewish community 

a beautiful 
Shana Tovah.

Wishing good health and 
happiness to all!

L’Shana Tova!

Shana Tova to the Jewish Community 
of Stamford, Darien and New Canaan. 

May we all be One together for a 
Healthy and Happy New Year.

The congregation of Temple Sinai in 
Stamford wishes its friends, neighbors and 
the entire community a peaceful & healthy 

New Year 5782.
458 Lakeside Drive, Stamford, Connecticut

203-322-1649 | www.templesinaistamford.org
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United Jewish Federation
Communal Security 
The global and local Jewish communities face 
a growing threat of hatred and anti semitism. 
Money raised for communal security will go 
to the increasing cost of keeping our local 
Jewish community safe. We will continue to 
work with and benefit from the Secure Com-

security and safety initiative of the organized 
North American Jewish Community. 

Intergenerational Choir  
The Kolenu Dor L’Dor Choir, housed at 
Congregation Agudath Sholom, will build 
an intergenerational community, using the 
power of music and Shabbat to connect Jews 
of all ages. The Choir, open to 4th graders 
through teens, will meet weekly. Seniors will 
practice at Atria. The goal of the choir will be 
to “harmonize” intergenerational voices. 

Funding goal: $10,000 

Jewish Community Relations 
Council  
The JCRC works in partnership with the 
non-Jewish world, on the local and state 
levels. It mobilizes the Jewish community, 
building relationships and engaging in 
non-partisan work focused on education, 
social justice, communal security, support 
for Israel and combating antisemitism. 

Funding goal: $82,000 

Where It Is Needed Most  

Israel  

Shalom/Welcome Program  

Connect to Community  Senior Services at Home 
Schoke Jewish Family Service will administer 
and facilitate programming to address an 
unmet need for mobile counseling, and will 
provide case management services for the 
physically impaired and home bound elderly. 
Funding goal: $16,800 

Digital Kosher Food Pantry
This Schoke JFS project will take their bricks 
and mortar pantry into the 21st century by 
implementing a digital pantry and inventory 
system, similar to “Peapod”. This digital 

and will allow for greater dignity. 
Funding goal: $45,000 

Holocaust Survivor 
Emergency Fund
By partnering with Kavod Shef, all funds 
raised for this project will be matched to 
enable Schoke JFS to provide emergency 
assistance to Holocaust survivors in our area. 
Funding goal: $17,000 

Inclusion Fair 
Implemented by the Friendship Circle, this ed-
ucational fair is run by teen volunteers. They 
will guide elementary-age children through 

special needs, giving them tools and language 
to become ambassadors of inclusion. 
Funding goal: $6,000 

One Happy Camper 
With a match from the Foundation for Jewish 

$1,000 scholarships to first-time campers 
attending a Jewish summer camp that is 
part the Foundation network. The grants 
are available to non-day school families and 
first-time attendees. 
Funding goal: $18,000 

Communal Scholarship Fund 
Our community, like others around the world, 
has seen a tremendous rise in scholarship 
needs due to the economic impact of the 
pandemic. Contributions to the Communal 
Scholarship Fund will provide funding to 
organizations in our local community so they 
can award scholarships to those in need for 
schools, camp and more.  

UConn Hillel  Shabbat on the Go 

Life & Legacy  
LIFE & LEGACY® is a collaborative communal 
initiative helping individuals and families 

care about, providing a permanent source 
of support for our community organizations 
and beyond. Federation administers this 
program in partnership with 10 local organi-
zations. Participating organizations receive 
training and incentive grants from the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation and UJF. 
Funding goal: $82,000 

Yom HaShoah 
Commemoration   
UJF, together with the Board of Rabbis, brings 
the community together with impactful 
speakers and programs to remember entire 
communities and individuals lost in the 
Shoah. 
Funding goal: $12,000

Farm to Table   
Housed at the Stamford JCC, this program 
aims to build community through shared 
interests in farming and gardening. Individu-
als of all ages will learn about planning the 
garden, planting the seeds, caring for the 
various crops, and harvesting the produce. 
Harvests will be donated throughout the 
community. 
Funding goal: $73,000 

Bi-Cultural Community Chesed  

curriculum that enables students in grades 
pre-K - 12 to volunteer on a regular basis 
in the local community and beyond. This 
grant will fund a coordinator, supplies and 
transportation costs. 
Funding goal: $56,000 

PJ Library Programming 
UJF’s PJ Library and PJ Our Way provide 
children ages 6 months to 11 years old with 
free monthly Jewish books, as well as regular 
programming opportunities. 
These programs connect families with young 
children to the greater community. 
Funding goal: $38,000

Resource Specialist   
As its Upper School continues to grow, Bi-Cul-
tural Hebrew Academy will use the resource 
specialist to support the growing diverse 
educational and social needs of the student 
body. By expanding support services, BCHA 
can expand its reach and welcome additional 
students. 
Funding goal: $56,000

Teen Social Justice Club 

Global Jewry  
UJF’s global connections are strengthened 
by our contributions to the overseas Jewish 
Community. Wherever there is a Jew in need, 
UJF’s partners, the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee, the Jewish Agency 
for Israel and World ORT are there to provide 
a safety net. Especially in post-communist 
countries, our network is a catalyst for the 
rebirth, renewal and growth of Jewish life.

UJF events provide opportunities for Jewish 
community members who share the same 
profession or life stage to gather while learn-

with the opportunity to earn professional 
credits. Groups include lawyers, doctors, 
business professionals and NextGen. 
Funding goal: $29,000 

New Jewish Voice Newspaper 
The New Jewish Voice, published by UJF, is 
sent free of charge to over 5,000 households. 
Local Jewish communal organizations submit 
articles and photos, and receive thousands of 
dollars of free publicity annually. 
Funding goal: $62,100

Hello 21st Century 
This initiative will allow Temple Sinai to 
implement modern best practices in Jewish 
education. Four classrooms (grades 4 – 
7) will be upgraded with new equipment. 
Great benefits will be enjoyed by the entire 
Temple Sinai community as well as those 
organizations that use the facilities.
Funding goal: $9,000 

The Infrastructure of UJF 
Help keep the UJF engine running so we can 
continue to provide all the educational and 
local community-building activities that 
strengthen our community and enhance our 
connections to Israel and World Jewry. 
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Let UJF decide which of the programs on this menu 
your dollars will support. Your generosity will ensure 
that UJF continues to impact, support and 
strengthen our Jewish community and beyond.

Our collective Jewish communities helped fund the 
founding of the State of Israel. Today, through our 
partnerships with the Jewish Agency for Israel, the 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee and 
World ORT, UJF continues to fund social services, 
education and opportunities for Israelis in need, 
including immigrants and those on the periphery. 
UJF’s partnership with Afula-Gilboa through the 
Southern New England Consortium, (SNEC), is 
supported by our Israel donations.

UJF’s Shalom/Welcome Program greets new Jewish 
residents to our community, providing them with 
information and opportunities to connect Jewishly. 
The Shalom Baby Program welcomes new babies with 
gi©s and provides relevant information to their 
parents. 
Funding goal: $14,500

Schoke Jewish Family Service will continue to 
implement a friendly visiting program geared toward 
providing companionship to elderly and homebound 
individuals.
Funding goal: $24,650

This program will engage 7th and 8th graders in social 
action/social justice activities and projects, culminating 
in a Civil Rights trip to enhance the learning they have 
experienced throughout the year. This program will be 
run by and housed at Temple Beth El and is open to the 
community.
Funding goal: $11,200

UConn Hillel will oªer themed Shabbat programming. 
Services and a Shabbat meal will be oªered at the 
Stamford campus where students from the Storrs 
campus will join. Transportation will also be provided 
from the Stamford campus for students to join in 
services and a Friday night dinner at the Storrs Campus.
Funding goal: $7,500

��������������
�������������������
 Building a Strong and Vibrant 

Jewish Community in 
Stamford, New Canaan, 

Darien and Around the Globe

More information can be found at 
www.ujf.org or please contact 

Diane Sloyer at (203) 321-1373/105, 
dianesloyer@ujf.org 
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United Jewish Federation
Communal Security 
The global and local Jewish communities face 
a growing threat of hatred and anti semitism. 
Money raised for communal security will go 
to the increasing cost of keeping our local 
Jewish community safe. We will continue to 
work with and benefit from the Secure Com-

security and safety initiative of the organized 
North American Jewish Community. 

Intergenerational Choir  
The Kolenu Dor L’Dor Choir, housed at 
Congregation Agudath Sholom, will build 
an intergenerational community, using the 
power of music and Shabbat to connect Jews 
of all ages. The Choir, open to 4th graders 
through teens, will meet weekly. Seniors will 
practice at Atria. The goal of the choir will be 
to “harmonize” intergenerational voices. 

Funding goal: $10,000 

Jewish Community Relations 
Council  
The JCRC works in partnership with the 
non-Jewish world, on the local and state 
levels. It mobilizes the Jewish community, 
building relationships and engaging in 
non-partisan work focused on education, 
social justice, communal security, support 
for Israel and combating antisemitism. 

Funding goal: $82,000 

Where It Is Needed Most  

Israel  

Shalom/Welcome Program  

Connect to Community  Senior Services at Home 
Schoke Jewish Family Service will administer 
and facilitate programming to address an 
unmet need for mobile counseling, and will 
provide case management services for the 
physically impaired and home bound elderly. 
Funding goal: $16,800 

Digital Kosher Food Pantry
This Schoke JFS project will take their bricks 
and mortar pantry into the 21st century by 
implementing a digital pantry and inventory 
system, similar to “Peapod”. This digital 

and will allow for greater dignity. 
Funding goal: $45,000 

Holocaust Survivor 
Emergency Fund
By partnering with Kavod Shef, all funds 
raised for this project will be matched to 
enable Schoke JFS to provide emergency 
assistance to Holocaust survivors in our area. 
Funding goal: $17,000 

Inclusion Fair 
Implemented by the Friendship Circle, this ed-
ucational fair is run by teen volunteers. They 
will guide elementary-age children through 

special needs, giving them tools and language 
to become ambassadors of inclusion. 
Funding goal: $6,000 

One Happy Camper 
With a match from the Foundation for Jewish 

$1,000 scholarships to first-time campers 
attending a Jewish summer camp that is 
part the Foundation network. The grants 
are available to non-day school families and 
first-time attendees. 
Funding goal: $18,000 

Communal Scholarship Fund 
Our community, like others around the world, 
has seen a tremendous rise in scholarship 
needs due to the economic impact of the 
pandemic. Contributions to the Communal 
Scholarship Fund will provide funding to 
organizations in our local community so they 
can award scholarships to those in need for 
schools, camp and more.  

UConn Hillel  Shabbat on the Go 

Life & Legacy  
LIFE & LEGACY® is a collaborative communal 
initiative helping individuals and families 

care about, providing a permanent source 
of support for our community organizations 
and beyond. Federation administers this 
program in partnership with 10 local organi-
zations. Participating organizations receive 
training and incentive grants from the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation and UJF. 
Funding goal: $82,000 

Yom HaShoah 
Commemoration   
UJF, together with the Board of Rabbis, brings 
the community together with impactful 
speakers and programs to remember entire 
communities and individuals lost in the 
Shoah. 
Funding goal: $12,000

Farm to Table   
Housed at the Stamford JCC, this program 
aims to build community through shared 
interests in farming and gardening. Individu-
als of all ages will learn about planning the 
garden, planting the seeds, caring for the 
various crops, and harvesting the produce. 
Harvests will be donated throughout the 
community. 
Funding goal: $73,000 

Bi-Cultural Community Chesed  

curriculum that enables students in grades 
pre-K - 12 to volunteer on a regular basis 
in the local community and beyond. This 
grant will fund a coordinator, supplies and 
transportation costs. 
Funding goal: $56,000 

PJ Library Programming 
UJF’s PJ Library and PJ Our Way provide 
children ages 6 months to 11 years old with 
free monthly Jewish books, as well as regular 
programming opportunities. 
These programs connect families with young 
children to the greater community. 
Funding goal: $38,000

Resource Specialist   
As its Upper School continues to grow, Bi-Cul-
tural Hebrew Academy will use the resource 
specialist to support the growing diverse 
educational and social needs of the student 
body. By expanding support services, BCHA 
can expand its reach and welcome additional 
students. 
Funding goal: $56,000

Teen Social Justice Club 

Global Jewry  
UJF’s global connections are strengthened 
by our contributions to the overseas Jewish 
Community. Wherever there is a Jew in need, 
UJF’s partners, the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution Committee, the Jewish Agency 
for Israel and World ORT are there to provide 
a safety net. Especially in post-communist 
countries, our network is a catalyst for the 
rebirth, renewal and growth of Jewish life.

UJF events provide opportunities for Jewish 
community members who share the same 
profession or life stage to gather while learn-

with the opportunity to earn professional 
credits. Groups include lawyers, doctors, 
business professionals and NextGen. 
Funding goal: $29,000 

New Jewish Voice Newspaper 
The New Jewish Voice, published by UJF, is 
sent free of charge to over 5,000 households. 
Local Jewish communal organizations submit 
articles and photos, and receive thousands of 
dollars of free publicity annually. 
Funding goal: $62,100

Hello 21st Century 
This initiative will allow Temple Sinai to 
implement modern best practices in Jewish 
education. Four classrooms (grades 4 – 
7) will be upgraded with new equipment. 
Great benefits will be enjoyed by the entire 
Temple Sinai community as well as those 
organizations that use the facilities.
Funding goal: $9,000 

The Infrastructure of UJF 
Help keep the UJF engine running so we can 
continue to provide all the educational and 
local community-building activities that 
strengthen our community and enhance our 
connections to Israel and World Jewry. 
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Let UJF decide which of the programs on this menu 
your dollars will support. Your generosity will ensure 
that UJF continues to impact, support and 
strengthen our Jewish community and beyond.

Our collective Jewish communities helped fund the 
founding of the State of Israel. Today, through our 
partnerships with the Jewish Agency for Israel, the 
American Jewish Joint Distribution Committee and 
World ORT, UJF continues to fund social services, 
education and opportunities for Israelis in need, 
including immigrants and those on the periphery. 
UJF’s partnership with Afula-Gilboa through the 
Southern New England Consortium, (SNEC), is 
supported by our Israel donations.

UJF’s Shalom/Welcome Program greets new Jewish 
residents to our community, providing them with 
information and opportunities to connect Jewishly. 
The Shalom Baby Program welcomes new babies with 
gi©s and provides relevant information to their 
parents. 
Funding goal: $14,500

Schoke Jewish Family Service will continue to 
implement a friendly visiting program geared toward 
providing companionship to elderly and homebound 
individuals.
Funding goal: $24,650

This program will engage 7th and 8th graders in social 
action/social justice activities and projects, culminating 
in a Civil Rights trip to enhance the learning they have 
experienced throughout the year. This program will be 
run by and housed at Temple Beth El and is open to the 
community.
Funding goal: $11,200

UConn Hillel will oªer themed Shabbat programming. 
Services and a Shabbat meal will be oªered at the 
Stamford campus where students from the Storrs 
campus will join. Transportation will also be provided 
from the Stamford campus for students to join in 
services and a Friday night dinner at the Storrs Campus.
Funding goal: $7,500

��������������
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 Building a Strong and Vibrant 

Jewish Community in 
Stamford, New Canaan, 

Darien and Around the Globe

More information can be found at 
www.ujf.org or please contact 

Diane Sloyer at (203) 321-1373/105, 
dianesloyer@ujf.org 
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COMMUNITY NEWS

BY SANDY GOLOVE
To submit information, 

please call (203) 912-9945 or 
email sandy@ujf.org 

MAZEL TOV TO 
GROWING FAMILIES:
Ariel & Stephen Bedik on 

the birth of a daughter, Scarlett Maya Bedik; 
and to the grandparents, Caryl Ferber Poser 
& Peter Poser and Robin & Scot Bedik; and 
to the great grandparents, Beverly Ferber and 
Helaine &  Marty Weiner. 

Marissa & Artem Emple on the birth of a son.
Mihal Spitzer & David Ariyeh on the birth of 

a son Eitan Ariyeh; and to the grandmother, 
Cecile Minkoff.

Tirza & David Boxer on the birth of a son.
Ariella & Eitan Fleischman on the birth of a 

son; and to the grandparents, Elise & Steven 
Cohen and Toby & Aaron Fleischman; and 
to the great grandparents, Kay & Arnold 
Cohen, Dolores Sosnow, and Bernice & 
Lester z”l Kosowsky.

Hilary & Ari Goldstein on the birth of a son; 
and to the grandparents, Joan & David 
Goldenberg and Betsy & Steve Goldstein.

Leora & Yaakov Hauptman on the birth of 
a son, Daniel Andrew Hauptman; and to 
the grandparents, Darona & Rabbi Tzvi 
Bernstein and Ruth Hauptman and David 
Hauptman; and to the great grandparents, 
Sary & Samuel Bernstein and Debby 
Steinhorn.

Shery Hertzberg on the birth of a granddaughter.
Rachel & Gavin Kaimowitz on the birth of a 

daughter, Isabella Sloan Kaimowitz.
Jessie & Ilan Katz on the birth of a son Ziv 

Aiden Katz.
Alyson & Scott Koblick on the birth of a 

daughter. Emunah Malka Koblick.
Marisa & Rabbi Moshe Kurtz on the birth of a 

daughter.
Rachel Leiterstein & Gadi Zohar on the 

birth of a son, Shai Aviv Zohar: and to the 
grandparents, Susan & Steven Leiterstein.

Rachel & Josh Licht on the birth of a son.
Bari Mimoun & Stephen Youdeem on the 

birth of a son, Julien Jack Youdeem; and to the 
grandparents, Nancy & Gadi Mimoun.

Avielle Movsas & Bradley Goldstein on the 
birth of a daughter; and to the grandparents, 
Judy & Howard Goldstein and Tammy & 
Ben Movsas.

Rose & Bruce Newman on the birth of a 
granddaughter.

Jessica & Eli Niedober on the birth of a son, 
Avraham Mordechai Niedober; and to the 
grandparents, Sherry & Bennett Kfare, Jean  
Niedober and Irwin Niedober. 

Britt Rabinovici & Nathana Morris on the 
birth of a son.

Ilyse & Dean Schuckman on the birth of a 
grandson.

Talia & Jonathan Siscovick on the birth of a 
daughter.

Jennie & Josh Small on the birth of a daughter, 

Nili Avigail; and to the grandparents, Miriam 
& Gideon Pell. 

Raquel Spilka & Eitan Burstein on the birth of 
a daughter, Libbi Alma Burstein; and to the 
grandparents, Linda Spilka and Ed Spilka 
and Barbara Smith & Ilan Burstein.

Caren & Jules Szanton on the birth of a son, 
Jacob Ethan Szanton, and to the grandparents, 
Sharon & Jeff Lewis.

MAZEL TOV ON ENGAGEMENTS/ 
MARRIAGES:
Janet & Andrew Bein on the engagement of 

their son, Warren Zachary Bein to Gabriella 
Pereira-Feron, daughter of Dione Pereira & 
Robert Feron.

Karen & Ira Berk on the marriage of their son, 
Aaron Berk to Stacie Lane.

Darona & Rabbi Tzvi Bernstein on the 
marriage of their daughter, Franni Bernstein 
to Josh Nagel.

Maxine & Rick Brody on the engagement of 
their daughter, Lauren Brody to Matt Cohen.

Diane & Rabbi Daniel Cohen on the marriage 
of their daughter, Michal Cohen to Yishai 
Zwiren.

Elise & Steven Cohen on the marriage of their 
daughter Tamar Cohen to Josh Fink.

Karen & Bruce Denker on the engagement of 
their son, Jason Denker to Jessica Savitsky.

Rhoda & Avi Freedberg on the marriage of 
their son, Jonathan Freedberg to Maren 
Roccamontel.

Hillary & Ken Gaizler on the marriage of their 
son, Dave Gaizler to Michele Dressler, 
daughter of Lori & David Dressler.

Ronni & Paul Ginsberg on the marriage of their 
daughter, Ilana Ginsberg to Ben Meiselman, 
son of Terry Shuch and Neil Meiselman.

Fran & Rabbi Gerry Ginsburg on the marriage 
of their daughter, Ruth Ginsburg to Kim 
Baker, daughter of Linda & Brett Baker.

Rhonda Greif on the marriage of her son, Coby 
Greif to Heather LaFantano. 

Helene & Harvey Kaminski on the marriage 
of their daughter Frances Kaminski to 
Jason Starr.

Helene & Harvey Kaminski on the marriage 
of their son, Philip Kaminski to Stacy 
Stern.

Janice & Jake Meyer on the engagement 
of their daughter, Julie Meyer to Daniel 
Joseph Temkin, son of Faina Tempkin 
and Mike Tempkin.

Doreen & Howard Nusbaum on the 
engagement of their son, Emil Nusbaum 
to Tali Zenilman, daughter of Marilyn & 
Michael Zenilman, and on  the engagement 
of their daughter Leah Nusbaum to Asher 
Mandel, son of Lynn and Ed Mandel

Howard Wolfe, and Michelle & Jeff Zelin 
on the engagement of their daughter, 
Rachel Wolfe to J.J . Brenner, son of Gila 
& Ariel Brenner and Tilla Brenner; and 
grandmother, Sandy Ehrenkranz.

Sharon & Simeon Wohlberg on the marriage of 
their son, Zach Wohlberg to Phyllis Shams.

MAZEL TOV:
Seth Brody, son of Maxine & Rick Brody for 

winning an Emmy as a producer for ESPN.
Jackie Herman on her 13 years of service to 

the community and as Head of School at Bi-
Cultural Hebrew Academy.

Liz & Marc Kitay on the graduation of their son, 
Max Kitay, from the University of Colorado 
@ Boulder; and to the grandparents, Marsha 
& Ed Greenberg and Nancy Kitay.  

Bill Meyers on his honor this week at the Israel 
Cancer Research Fund “Ribbons of Hope” 
virtual celebration!

MAZAL TOV TO B’NAI MITZVAH:
Sydney Brandt, daughter of Allison & Jeffrey 

Brandt; and to the grandparents, Barbara & 
Warren Brandt.

Hannah Cohen, daughter of Meredith & 
David Cohen.

Nadav Coll, son of Suzannah & Eytan Coll.
Adam Daniel, son of Julie Daniel and Tamir 

Daniel; and to the grandparents, Norine 
Krasnogor and Lester Krasnogor.

Noa Farber, daughter of Taly & Trevor Farber.
Shaina Eliana Fields; daughter of Jessica 

Temlock Fields & David Fields and to the 
grandparents, Caroline Temlock Teichmn & 
Marc Teichman.

Matthew Gelb, grandson of Miriam & 
Joe Gelb.

Andrew Jordan, son of Lori Teichman Ross 
and Marc Ross; and to the grandparents 
Caroline Temlock Teichman & Marc 
Teichman. 

Wesley Levine, son of Hayley & Josh Levine; 
and to the grandparents Judith & Andrew 
Levine.

Tamar Links, daughter of Vered and Mark 
Links. 

Nathan Morgulis, son of Julie & Richard 
Morgulis.

Alexis Lauren Teichman, daughter of 
Elysse Teichman & Adam Teichman; 
and to grandparents Caroline Temlock 
Teichman & Marc Teichman.

Harrison Tronick, son of Jane & Adam 
Tronick.

WE MOURN THE LOSS OF:
Rita Gailing Barkan: mother of Seth Barkan 

and Adam Barken.
Paul Barton: father of Tanya Barton Radin
Amit Biran, Tal Peleg, Tom Biran, Barbara 

Cohen Konisky & Itshak Cohen: extended 
family of Claudine Feit Feurstein.

Harriet Brinen: mother of Linda Brinen 
Stout.

Irwin Ettinger: husband of Arlene; father 
of Missy, Rachel, Craig; and brother of 
Stanley Ettinger.

Malcolm Feuerstein: father of Joseph 
Feuerstein.

Leon P. Gallagher: father of Tom Gallagher.
Leo Garfinkel: husband of Helene 

Zimmerman.
Leslie Ann Jaiven: daughter of Dorothy 

Jaiven and sister of Jerry Jaiven.
Dr. Lester Kosowsky: husband of Bernice 

Kosowsky, father of Toby Fleischman, 
Alissa Kosowsky, Seth Kosowsky and 
Cindy Mann. 

Marvin Leonard Liesman: father of Paul 
Liesman.

Jerry Marcus: husband of Roberta Stiel.
Sam Marks: father of Sharon Chimes.
Samuel Mayer: husband of Carol Battin; 

father of Phil Mayer and Sarah Mayer.
Stanley Merves: stepfather of Amy Breslow 

Friedman.
Harry Morgenthaler: father of Walter 

Morgenthale.
Marilyn Rice: mother of Michele Piskin.
Audrey Schechter: wife of Ed Schecher 

and mother of Laurie Schechter, Michael 
Schechter and Martha Schechter 

Sanford Shinbaum: father of Joy Schwartz.
Gary Slayton: brother of Lewis Slayton and 

Elaine Stein.
Joanne Karow Steichel: mother of Sammy 

Karow and sister of Cheryl Macdonald 
Steichel and Deborah Steichel.

Rebecka Sarah Tucker: wife of Carl Tucker 
and sister of Michael Cooper.

Rita Vogel: mother of David Vogel, Judy 
Vogel and Paula Vogel.

Bits & Pieces

Sandy Golove

 

HAVE A SWEET YEAR 

FROM ALL OF US AT 

TEMPLE BETH EL 

 

350 Roxbury Road, Stamford, CT  06902 

203.322.6901   www.tbe.org         TBEStamford 
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COMMUNITY NEWS

New Around Town

Lily Mandell, Director of 
Engagement at Schoke Jewish 
Family Service

Diane Ferber, Family Therapist at 
Schoke Jewish Family Service

Marlene Wolfe, Psychotherapist at 
Schoke Jewish Family Service

Victoria Parruccini, Associate 
Director of Marketing at Schoke 
Jewish Family Service SAVE THE DATE

United Jewish Federaon's Rothschild Society Presents

An evening with

Steven Levy
Author of Facebook: An Insiders Story

thMonday, October 25
7:00pm

$25 includes dinner, drinks, and program.

Renowned tech writer Steven Levy has had 
unprecedented access to Mark Zuckerberg 
and Sheryl Sandberg for three years. Levy 
will discuss the definive history of one of 
America's most powerful and controversial 

companies: Facebook.

“Levy writes with verve . . . [He] doesn't shy from asking 
the tough quesons.”—The Washington Post

“Comprehensive and capvang history.”
—The Wall Street Journal

Sign up at   www.ujf.org/facebook

For more informaon, contact Sharon Franklin at sharon@ujf.org

Lily Mandell joins 
Schoke JFS as the 
Director of Engagement. 
After graduating with a 
Bachelor’s degree from 
Elon University in 2018, 
Lily spent three years at 
Woodlands Community 
Temple in White Plains, 
NY as the Director of 
Youth Engagement. 
She has worked several 
summers at URJ Camp 
Coleman and has spent the past year 

as the Vice President 
of Events for the Elon 
Jewish Alumni Network. 
Concurrently, she is 
pursuing her Master of 
Arts in Jewish Nonprofit 
Management with HUC 
– Zelikow School of 
Nonprofit Management. 
Lily added, “I am excited 
to find new ways to engage 
the community and build 
up our already successful 

volunteer program.”

Victoria Parruccini joins 
Schoke JFS as the Associate 
Director of Marketing, 
working on creating and 
overseeing the marketing 
campaigns, strategies, 
and branding for the 
agency’s programming. 
Victoria previously worked 
as a digital marketing 
consultant for several of 
the top real estate agents 
in Fairfield County. In 
addition, she has also created and run 

her own lifestyle and travel 
website. Victoria graduated 
from Randolph-Macon 
College with a BA in 
International Studies and 
Journalism in 2011. As a 
lifelong Stamford resident, 
she is very excited to be 
joining the Schoke JFS team. 
Victoria said, “I’m looking 
forward to amplifying the 
organization’s voice and 
highlighting the important 

work we do in the community.”

Marlene Wolfe, LMFT, 
will join the Schoke JFS 
Counseling program as a 
Psychotherapist. She received 
her Master’s Degree from 
Fairfield University and 
professional training in 
mindfulness-based stress 
reduction.  With fifteen 
years of experience teaching 
meditation and mind-body 
wellness, she works with 
adult individuals, couples, 
and families to explore the relational 

patterns that often carry 
forward from the past, 
contribute to current 
emotional distress, and 
keep people “stuck”. Ms. 
Wolfe added, “I am excited 
to join the Schoke JFS team 
to be part of a clinical team 
and an organization that 
provides such great benefit 

to the community.”

Diane Ferber, LMFT, MA, 
C.A.S., MBA, is a licensed family 
therapist joining Schoke JFS, 
specializing in life transitions and 
families coping with change. Her 
areas of specialization include 
families with children (Diane 
also holds an MA and C.A.S. 
in school psychology), grief/
loss, culturally diverse families, 
and supporting families with 
aging members and individuals themselves 

adapting to the challenges that 
come with living longer than we 
ever imagined. She earned her 
Master’s and 5th Year degrees 
in school psychology and her 
Master’s in Marriage and Family 
Therapy at Fairfield University.  
A resident of Stamford for 
over twenty-five years, Diane 
is excited to support the 
community Schoke JFS serves 

and that helped her raise her children.

Lily Mandell

Victoria Paruccini

Marlene Wolfe

Diane Ferber

To advertise, contact Diane Sloyer at: 
dianesloyer@ujf.org or (203)321-1373
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(Courtesy of UJF) United Jewish 
Federation (UJF) celebrated the completion 
of a successful first year of the Harold 
Grinspoon LIFE & LEGACY program 
in June, with over 100 Legacy Donors at 
the Stamford Nature Center. In February 
2020, UJF and the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation partnered with 10 other 
Jewish organizations in the community 
to make legacy giving a new norm. The 
emergence of the pandemic at the same 
time served to reiterate the importance of 
the program in securing the future of the 
Jewish community. UJF CEO Diane Sloyer 
facilitated the Stamford, New Canaan and 
Darien Federation’s acceptance into the 7th 
cohort of the program.

The celebration began outdoors with 
drinks and dinner. Participants had a chance 
to catch up with old friends, and meet new 
people from across the entire spectrum of 
the Jewish Community. LIFE & LEGACY 
focuses on the Jewish Community as a 
whole, knowing that each organization is 
important to a thriving future. During year 
one, over 260 Letters of Intent were secured 
by Jewish organizations in Stamford, New 
Canaan and Darien including Bi-Cultural 
Hebrew Academy, Chabad of New Canaan, 
Chabad of Stamford, Congregation 
Agudath Sholom, Friendship Circle of 
Fairfield County, Schoke Jewish Family 
Service, Stamford Jewish Community 
Center, Temple Beth El, Temple Sinai, UJF 
and Young Israel of Stamford. Each of these 
organizations reached their goal of building 
future endowments and will receive a grant 
from UJF and the Grinspoon Foundation 
that can be used now. 

Event chair Meryl Japha thanked donors 
and shared that her parents inspired her 
personal motivation for giving legacy gifts 
and her philanthropy in general.  Arlene 
Schiff, the National Director of LIFE 
& LEGACY for the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation stated, “You are on the way 
to truly integrating legacy giving into 
the philanthropic culture of your Jewish 
community. A little over a year ago the 
word legacy wasn’t in most of your Jewish 
organizational vocabulary. A little over a 
year ago the lay leaders and professionals 

from the participating organizations might 
not have known each other – let alone 
worked together on behalf of the entire 
Jewish community. Your community 
commitments have an estimated value of 
over eight million dollars in future gifts to 
your Jewish community. You are all part of 
this success!” 

Author and columnist Amy 
Hirshberg Lederman joined the event 
by Zoom, and gave a talk entitled “My 
Grandmother’s Candlesticks: Leaving a 
Legacy of Love and Values.” 

The evening concluded with a toast by 
UJF President David Gordon. “One day, 
a man named Honi saw a man planting 
a carob tree. He asked, ‘How long does it 
take for this tree to bear fruit?’  The man 
replied: ‘Seventy years.’  Honi then asked:  
‘Are you certain that you will live another 
seventy years?’ The man replied: ‘I found 
already grown carob trees in the world; 
as my ancestors planted those for me, so 
I too plant those for my children.’ In that 
vein, we know that our Jewish community 
was built for us by others who preceded 
us. And now, each one of us here, through 
our legacy commitment to the greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien Jewish 
community, is sustaining this community 
for generations to come.” 

Attendees received a LIFE & 
LEGACY photo frame as a memory 
of the evening. To learn more about 
the LIFE & LEGACY program, please 
contact lenorefogel@ujf.org.

 LIFE & LEGACY

Celebrating Legacy

CONTINUED ON PAGE 30
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Anonymous (15)
Adrienne and Michael Alexander
Jeri Appel
Mark Appel
Ricky Snow Arbron
Suellyn Bache
Monica Becker and  Edieal Pinker
Rachel Tyd and Robert Beldock
Gayle and Mitchell Bell
Debra and Michael Berg
Devra Jaff e-Berkowitz and Parry 

Berkowitz
Berkun Family
Darona and Rabbi Tzvi Bernstein
Melody and Claude Bernstein
Bruce Blasnik
Judith B. Block
Amy and Henry Bubel
Roberta and Alan  Cohen 
Andrea and David M. Cohen 
Diane and Rabbi Daniel Cohen 
Malerie Yolen-Cohen and  Jeff  Cohen
Judy and David S.* Cohen
Mimi Cohen
Rachel and Ephraim Cohen
Saul Cohen*
Arthur Cramer*
Tracy and Nahum Daniels
Janice Steinberg and Stephen Davidson
Elayne Dener
Helen and Marty Donner 
Fran and Bob Dorf
Shoshana Dweck
Debra and Dan Faizakoff 
Michelle Fanwick
Esta and Jay Feinsod
Sharon and Michael  Feldstein
Peggy and Jerry Fensterstock
Linda Hurwitz and  Richard Fine 
Robin and Jason Fischel
Stephanie and Howard Fogel
Lenore and Ilan Fogel
Miriam Lavinksy and  Morton Folb*
Sharon Franklin
Connie and Alan Freeman
Susan  Frieden
Rachel and Keith Friedman
Marc Friedman
Donna and Edward Fuhrman
Nancy and Mark Funt
Lesley and Dennis Gehr
Carole Gladstone
Herbert Gladstone* 
Sylvia and Herb Gladstone* 
Leslie Glenn
Robin Frederick and Michael Gold
Cyndy and Eric Goldberg
Alicia and Jason Goldstein
Caryl Goldstein*

Meryl and David Gordon
Nan and Paul Gordon
Linda B. Gornitsky
Sharon and Larry Greenberg
Pam Ehrenkranz and Matt Greenberg 
Grecia and Ron* Gross
Scott Handelman
Jacqueline Herman
Shara and Rabbi David Israel
Sari and Alan Jaff e
Meryl and Ron  Japha
Sadae and Michael Kadish
Judith and Grant Kallen
Helene and Harvey Kaminski
Chanie Kamman
Jan Kaplowitz
Jason Kaplowitz
Roni Kaplowitz
Lisa and Arnold Karp
Jessica and Ilan Katz
Joy Katz
Judith and Sheldon Katz
Larry Katz
Betsy and Peter Kempner
Liz and Marc Kitay
Elissa and Philip Klapper
Harris Kligman
Susan Kostin
Arthur Kramer*
Jeannie and Brian Krift cher
Elizabeth and Scott  Krowitz
Svetlana  Kunin
Jackie and Marshall Kurland
Lorraine and David Kweskin
Helen and Ed Kweskin
Lieba and Steve Lander
Shelley Leibowitz
Lois D. Stark and  Gary P.Lessen
Elizabeth  Libner
R. and J.  Licht
Ronnie and Gary  Lilien
Vered and Mark Links
Lisa and Seth Linzer
Eleanor and Mort Lowenthal
Stu Madison
Lisa and Jeff  Manheim
Norma and Milton Mann*
Susan and Len Mark
Chris Maroc
Melanie Massell
Michal and Rabbi Levi Mendelow
Nancy Zinbarg Mimoun
Marguerite and Kenneth  Neuhaus
Rose and Bruce Newman
Marsha and Louis Panzer
Leah and Doni  Perl
Robin Evans and Jeff rey Perry
Caryl Ferber Poser and Peter Poser 
Enid Randall*

Bonita and Stephen Rappoport
Judith and Bob Raymond
Lisa and Harry Rich
Judy and Adam Rin
Betty and Dan* Roberts
Sonia and Brian Roitman
Arlene and Carl Rosen
Arlene  Rosen
Irma Ross
Sandra Ross
Sally and Jim Rothkopf
Ruth  Rothseid
Linda and Leonard Russ
Bonnie Russo
Edith Samers
Renee Samson
Sharyn and Richard Sarner
Leah Schechter
Hilde Scheraga*
Jayne and Bud Schiff 

Carol Ruth and Herman 
Shepherd*

Nancy Schiff man
Monica Smyth and Michael 

Schlessinger 
Elayne and James Schoke*
Chaya and Levi Segal
Myrna and George Sessa
Jessica and Laurence Sheinman
Leah and Rabbi Moshe 
Shemtov
Stephanie and Bob Sherman
Malya Shmotkin 
Ronnie Ness and Steven Sichel
Miriam Landsberg-Silverman 

and Eliezer Silverman
Paula Simon
Diane Sloyer
Diane and Elliot Sloyer
Ed Smith

Greta Solomon
Miriam and Steve Sosnick
Sandy and Moshe Speter
Ed Spilka
Eileen and Fred Springer
Beverly and David Stein
Betsy and Michael Stone
Gladys and Greg Teitel
Julie and Rabbi Jay TelRav
Th e Estate of Sheila Carmine*
The Estate of Thomas Gilmartin*
Th e Estate of Ronald Gross*
Annie and Jeremy Watman
David Wayne
Ellen and Richard Weber
Linda B. Gornitsky and 

Harvey Weber
Dana and Carl Weinberg
Leon Weisburgh
Janet Welkovich

Robyn and Mark Winarksy
Neda Khaghan and Robert

Yaghoubian 
Rita and Abe Yellen
Sheryl and Dan Young
Lauren and Joe Zalis
Joan Zinbarg*
Renee Zinn

*Of Blessed Memory
Th is is the list provided to 

UJF at time of publishing. We 
apologize for any names that 
have been omitted. Please 
let us know and the missing 
names will be added to the 
next issue of the paper.

Each edition of the New Jewish Voice will feature 
the testimonials of community members just like you 
who have declared their intent to leave a legacy gift  to a 
Jewish organization in the Stamford, New Canaan and 
Darien Jewish community. 

Learn why they look to secure our Jewish future 
and discover your reasons to join them. Together, we 
can all work to guarantee the future of the Stamford 
Jewish community we love! For more information 
visit ujf.org or call Lenore Fogel at (203) 321-1373, 
extension 115.  Lenore@ujf.org.

ELLIOT AND DIANE SLOYER 
TESTIMONIAL

We were taught to believe 
in the importance of Tzedakah 
as an obligation and our 
responsibility. When we moved 
to Stamford close to 30 years 
ago, there was a strong and 
vibrant Jewish community to 
welcome us. Th ere was a Federation, synagogues, a day 
school, a JCC, a Jewish Family Services, a Chevra Kadisha 
and more.  Th ese institutions didn’t just open one day - 
they were in fact built and sustained by the generations that 
came before us and made our arrival in Stamford seamless.

So here we are 30 years later with an opportunity 
(thanks to Federation for bringing LIFE & LEGACY to our 
community) to plant the seeds for generations to come. You 
don’t have to have overwhelming means to leave a Legacy 
gift ; however, we do have a commitment to the future of 
the Jewish world and our local community that supports 

us each and every day. It is our prayer that by joining LIFE 
& LEGACY we can keep our commitment alive through 
fi nancial support while at the same time setting an example 
for our children and generations to come.

JERRY AND PEGGY FENSTERSTOCK TESTIMONIAL
To many of us, Judaism 

is more than a religion of 
obligations or practices.  Within 
its core is an historical memory 
that transcends the millennia. 

Th is shared memory, this 
tradition, carries with it an 
obligation.  Th at obligation is 
to transmit that tradition to 
the next generation.  Every 
day, when we recite the Sh’ma, 
we say, “You shall love the Lord your G-d with all your 
heart, with all your soul, with all your might. And these 
words, which I command you this day, you shall take 
to heart. Teach them, diligently, to your children…”

At its very heart, Judaism is based on the requirement 
to teach. And this is our reason for participating in the LIFE 
& LEGACY program.  To make sure that our tradition is 
transmitted to the next generation. At Chabad of New 
Canaan, there are a wealth of programs that fulfi l this role; 
the Jewish Learning institute off erings, the programs of 
the Weinman Jewish Academy, the Hebrew School with 
courses for children, and many more.

We know that our commitment to LIFE & LEGACY 
will enable those essential programs to continue well into 
the future and assure that our tradition will endure.

LIFE & LEGACY

United Jewish Federation is proud to partner with the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation to bring the Stamford, New Canaan and 
Darien community the Harold Grinspoon LIFE & LEGACY 
Program. Through our communal efforts, the following individuals 
have made a commitment to one or more Jewish communal 
institutions to secure our future.

For more information, contact Lenore Fogel or Diane Sloyer at (203) 
321-1373 or Lenore@ujf.org or dianesloyer@ujf.org.

LIFE & LEGACY Honor Roll

UJF LIFE & LEGACY Testimonials

Elliot & Diane Sloyer

Jerry and Peggy 
Fensterstock
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(Courtesy of Chabad Stamford) Chabad’s popular 
youth programming has something for everyone 
this year with options available to those from age six 
weeks to high school.

For its birth to three age group, “Tiny Treasures 
Mommy & Me” classes will be off ered on Th ursdays 
at 9:30 am starting on September 2nd for a special 
holiday class. Mothers and other caregivers can spend 
quality time with their child in a nurturing and warm 
Jewish atmosphere and connect with other moms. 
Little ones can feel, touch, see and experience a hands-
on Jewish experience with singing, creative movement, 
rhythm, snack, story-telling, challah baking and 
more. Th ese classes will be held outdoors in Chabad’s 
newly installed tent. Th e regular fall semester starts on 
Th ursday, October 7th at 9:30 am.

For youth in kindergarten through 7th grade, 
Chabad off ers a unique Hebrew school, Chabad 
Kids Club (CKC). Th is aft erschool program includes 
Hebrew school, Judaic homework help, fun lessons 
with awesome games and prizes. Th e classes run 
every Tuesday from 4:00-6:00 pm starting with the 
Holiday Fair on August 31st and continuing weekly 
on Tuesday, October 5th. 

At CKC, Chabad works to instill Jewish pride and 
create spiritual connections that last a lifetime. Th eir 
friendly and exclusive policy means every Jewish 
child is welcome, regardless of affi  liation, religious 
observance or prior knowledge. Th eir diverse student 

body provides a setting where each child will be 
comfortable and able to learn at a relaxed pace

Back by popular demand, Chabad is reintroducing 
it’s P.O.G.S. program which will be incorporated into 
the CKC sessions. P.O.G.S. (Parsha and Other Great 
Stuff ) is a weekly science and cooking club geared 
for those in K-2nd grades and will run on Tuesdays 
from 4:00-5:00 pm.

Once a month, its Chai Five Club (for youth in 3rd 
through 7th grade) meets on Tuesdays between 5:00-
6:30 pm to fi nd exciting ways to help people’s lives in 
the community. Events include challah baking, visiting 
seniors and other fun and meaningful mitzvah projects.

A monthly Bat Mitzvah Club is also off ered 
which is a fun, interactive and thought-provoking 
experience for girls in 6th-8th grade. Chabad’s 
“Bat Mitzvah and Beyond” classes are on Sunday 
aft ernoons from 5:00-6:30 pm and include dinner. 
Th e fi rst session will be on Sunday, October 10th.

Finally, for high schoolers, Chabad of Stamford 
runs a Cteen program which meets several times a 
year. It’s popular “Sushi in the Sukkah” event will be 
on Sunday, September 26th at 6:30pm.

Chabad invites anyone considering its K-7th grade 
off erings to join them Tuesday, August 31st at 4:00 
pm for its CKC launch and Holiday fair at Chabad of 
Stamford on 770 High Ridge Road.

For more information and to sign up contact 
programs@stamfordchabad.org.

Bet Singer Youth Village 
is in the Gilboa Region and a 
long-time recipient of money 
raised from United Jewish 
Federation and the Southern 
New England Consortium 
partnership (SNEC).

Over 100 children call this 
warm, welcoming boarding 
school their home. 

Beit Singer is known 
throughout Israel for their 

therapeutic zoo, supported 
by SNEC. Recently, due to 
Covid-19, we contributed, 
we educational equipment, 
art supplies and games for 
the use of the children during 
the summer camp.  Th ese 
contributions were a direct 
benefi t of the learning center 
which continues to reduce 
learning gaps exasperated 
during the pandemic.

Chabad of Stamford Youth 
Programming for All Ages

Making an Impact, 
One Child at a Time

COMMUNITY NEWS

Getting Crafty at Beit Singer.
Board games are a welcome 
addition at Beit Singer.
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The Nancy Haron Friendship Circle 
Leadership Club, sponsored by the Haron 
family in memory of Nancy Haron, offers 
enriching leadership training, exciting social 
events, and rewarding volunteering. In the past, 
volunteers who completed the requirements of 
the club registered for the college scholarship 
award. Four volunteers each year were chosen 
to win $3,000 towards the college of their choice. 
The requirements to apply for the scholarship 
included 30 hours of volunteering at the 
Friendship Circle, attending two volunteer 
training events, attending two volunteer social 
events and submitting an essay about the 
volunteer’s time at the Friendship Circle.

Topic: What was your most memorable 
Friendship Circle experience with your 
special friend? Why?
BY JOSH SHERMAN

As per usual, I logged onto my weekly 
Zoom link with my fellow volunteer, Benji 
Fuchs, our special friend, Tyler, and Tyler’s 
mom. As I clicked the join meeting button 
on the bottom right of my computer screen, 
I noticed that Tyler’s mom was not in the 
waiting room. Five minutes passed and she 
still did not join. Tyler started to become 
nervous, for all of our sessions his mom had 
joined us. I gave her a call on my cell phone, 
but it went straight to voicemail. Tyler was 
becoming visibly upset. Benji and I witnessed 
him scream, hit things, and even throw a deck 
of cards across the room over Zoom. I felt 
powerless. I could not understand, nor relieve, 
his pain and sadness. Looking around my 
room to see if there was anything I could show 
him to distract his tantrum, I peeked through 
the window to notice that it was a beautiful, 
blue skyed, summer day. Across the street, I 

saw Benji’s house.
“Tyler,” I said in a nervous, yet hopeful, 

tone, “Did you know that Benji and I are 
neighbors?” His tantrum abruptly stopped as 
he looked puzzled into his iPad camera. “What 
is a neighbor?” he asked. “Ha!” I thought to 
myself, this is going to be fun. With a burst 
of energy, I popped up off of my living room 
couch and said, “In order for me to show you, it 
is going to require an adventure. Are you up for 
the challenge?” Forgetting about his mother’s 
absence, he was eagerly waiting for me to show 
him what a neighbor was. Before going on this 
journey, I made a list of possible sightings we 
may see on the way so we could cross them 
off. Together, we wrote down various street 
signs, animals, and colors. If I were to see any 
of them, I would flip my camera so Tyler could 
see as well. I tied the laces on my sneakers and 
began the exciting conquest to Benji’s house.

Not even a minute after I walked outside 
my front door, a family of deer lurked in the 
distance. I rushed to flip my camera so Tyler 
would be able to see. His jaw dropped as he 
stared into the screen. He counted them out 
one by one, giving each a name. We attempted 
to decipher whether they were male or female 
and adults or children, but Tyler quickly 
lost focus and wanted me to move on. As I 
continued Tyler started opening up to Benji 
and I. He explained that it had been a hard 
week for him. His mom was supposed to drop 
off a record player so he could listen to the 
Maccabeats but she was unable to because of 
Coronavirus restrictions. He was visibly upset 
about this, so I insisted that Benji and I would 
have a surprise for him once we reached Benji’s 
house. Before he could respond, I flipped my 
camera once more to reveal a street sign. The 

sign was red, metal, and in the shape of a 
hexagon. “A stop sign!” he yelled. We laughed 
and continued to trek forward. Throughout 
the adventure we saw even more items on our 
list and crossed them out one by one.

Suddenly, a strong, annoying, echo 
infiltrated our Zoom meeting - I arrived at 
Benji’s house. I had Benji leave the meeting 
on his computer and held my phone up in the 
air so Tyler could see both of us at once. In a 
joking manner he said, “Hey! You guys have 
to wear masks.” We put them on to amuse 
him. As I entered Benji’s kitchen, Tyler grew 
increasingly confused. His eyebrows squinted 
and his eyes were only inches away from the 
screen. He tilted his head and said, “Wait. 
You just walked over to his house? Where 
is your car?” Benji and I laughed, “Tyler, we 
are neighbors! That means we can walk to 
each other’s houses.” After about 10 minutes 
of trying to explain what, we thought, was a 
simple topic, Tyler finally understood. “Can 
I be your neighbor too?” he asked. Benji and 
I responded in a funny tone, “Maybe one 
day.” Before we finished our Zoom, Benji 
and I had one more surprise for Tyler. The 
Maccabeats. We started blasting their song, 
“Burn,” and all of us started to sing along 
and dance. It was pure joy.

After we ended the meeting, I received a 
voicemail from Tyler’s mom saying, “Tyler just 
told me all about his day. He loved it! It has 
been super hard for him these past few weeks 
so thank you.” Benji and I high-fived each 
other and, because we were neighbors, I was 
able to walk home.

When Coronavirus first started, I was 
unsure whether I should continue my 
sessions with Tyler. In the past we used to 

play outside, play boardgames, and have fun 
meals. I was not able to imagine a successful 
virtual hour where both he and I were having 
fun. However, this small and simple event 
turned into the most memorable Friendship 
Circle experience for my special friend and 
me. This hour finally crystallized all the 
years and learning experiences at Friendship 
Circle by teaching me how to create such a 
memorable experience out of thin air. From 
this adventure, I have begun living my life 
using the Friendship Circle philosophy of 
doing things for others and not only myself. 
And, from the smile on Tyler’s face, I now 
understand that even the simplest of ideas, 
such as what a neighbor is, can impact 
someone’s life in extraordinary ways.

Josh Sherman graduated from the 
Brunswick School in June and will attend the 
University of Pennsylvania in the fall.

Nancy Haron Leadership Essay

COMMUNITY NEWS

Josh Sherman and his mom Rachel Sherman 
attend Friendship Circle Event.

Young Israel of Stamford 
Celebrates Historic Growth

(Courtesy of Young Israel of Samford) 
With the Hebrew month of Elul 
approaching and another full year almost 
in the books, the Young Israel of Stamford 
has celebrated yet another year of near 
record growth in its membership. As the 
Stamford Jewish community continues its 
unprecedented development, YI Stamford 
has welcomed more than 25 new member 
families to its burgeoning rolls, with new 
faces seemingly emerging every week.  

With these new families, this warm 
welcoming shul has more than doubled in 
the past five years!  As vacant seats become 
a thing of the past, building plans are in 
the works for a much needed expansion 
in the near future. The new building will 
provide additional classrooms for youth 
groups and programming, an expanded 
sanctuary, and a brand new social hall for 

celebrations and weekly kiddush. 
In the current building this High 

Holiday season, multiple services will 
be held once again and will include an 
outdoor option to accommodate families 
who aren’t yet fully comfortable davening 
(praying) indoors. 

“Stamford has certainly arrived as 
a premiere destination for Modern 
Orthodox families, and Young Israel 
is geographically positioned to serve 
their needs as many continue to venture 
just over the New York border into 
Connecticut.  With a full menu of classes, 
social programming and a great Ruach 
(spirit) the future at YI is bright. If you 
haven’t had a chance to visit, be sure to put 
it on your to-do list in the new year!” said 
Young Israel President Stephen Davidson.

Enrollment at Bi-Cultural Hebrew 
Academy Soars
BY JUDIE JACOBSON

Enrollment at Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy 
(BCHA) is on a steep rise, with a near record 70 new 
students expected to enter the school this fall, according 
to Miriam Sperber, BCHA admissions director.

Pre-K and kindergarten will expand to three 
classrooms in both grades. Although the school’s 
two youngest grades are seeing the most impressive 
increase in numbers, other grades in the BCHA 
Lower, Upper and Middle Schools are also seeing 
substantial increases, shared Sperber.

Why? No one can say for sure, but Sperber 
believes it is at least partially a result of the 
sizable influx of families moving into Stamford 
from the New York area.

“A lot of families with young children moved 
in this past year and they’re now looking for a 
Jewish Day School for their children,” she notes.

BCHA Upper School Principal Rabbi Shimmy 
Trencher notes that the school’s increased numbers 

are also accounted for this year by the school’s 
reach into New York’s Westchester County.

In fact, says Rabbi Trencher, “So many students 
are coming to BCHA from Westchester and 
Riverdale [in the Bronx] that we’ve decided to 
provide bus transportation to those communities.”

The schools the new students are coming from 
include Ezra Academy, Westchester Day School, 
Westchester Torah Academy, as well as a range of 
other public and private schools. 

Rachel Haron, BCHA interim associate head of 
school, believes there is yet another reason families 
from near and far are attracted to the Jewish day school.

“Rooted in Jewish teachings and values, Bi-
Cultural is committed to nourishing, molding 
and shaping youngsters into lifelong learners 
inspired by curiosity, kindness and tikkun olam, 
improving the world,” she notes. “We are thrilled 
to welcome so many new children and families to 
Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy!”
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COMMUNITY NEWS

JHSFC Announces 2021 Connecticut 
National History Day Winner

Building Tolerance and  
Co-Existence in Afula/Gilboa

BY JOAN KRANZ
While searching for a 

possible project that met 
the 2021 Connecticut 
National History Day 
theme, Communications 
in History, Lea Tracten 
became interested in the 
relationship between the 
“Rabbits of Ravensbruck” 
and the fate of the Jewish 
women murdered in the 
northern German concentration camp during 
World War ll. “The Rabbits” were used by the 
Third Reich as laboratory animals for medical 
experiments.  As a result of her investigation 
and final project, Lea received this year’s 
Jewish Historical Society’s Special Connecticut 
National History Day Award.

Armed with specific names and dates, Lea was 
able to find letter excerpts, translated interviews 
from women in the camp testimonies and words 
from medical examiners regarding the torture 
many women endured at Ravensbruck.  Victims 
of the experiments  testified during “The Medical 
Case”, one of the 12 wars crimes trials held before 
an American tribunal as part of the Subsequent 

Nuremberg proceedings. On trial 
were the doctors and nurses who had 
performed the experiments on those 
abused and killed. The testimony 
of “the Rabbits” brought justice to 
those 132,000 women; about twenty 
percent were Jewish. 

Lea, a New Haven resident who 
attends Wilbur Cross High School, 
prioritizes school and grades but 
also loves biking and the outdoors.  
She also runs track at her school but 

always makes time to see friends. She credits 
her teacher, Mr. Alfred Meadows, for his 
encouragement to participate in History Day. 

Complete details regarding Connecticut 
National History Day can be found at 
historydayCT.org. The 2022 theme is Debate 
and Diplomacy in History.  A student in 
grades 6-12 interested in creating a project and 
developing their perspective and understanding 
of history through research is welcome to 
contact the Jewish Historical Society of 
Fairfield County Archives for assistance in 
finding appropriate materials. Entries for 
prize consideration should incorporate Jewish 
history, Jewish heritage or a Jewish personality.

“Home in the Valley” is a social enterprise 
that combines information, programs, 
events, and professional work in the Afula–
Gilboa region and its surroundings for the 
benefit of the LGBTQ+ community. It’s a 
center that provides a solution for familie s, 
individuals, organizations, and educational 
institutions and more, to create tolerance, 
equality, and acceptance.

“Home in the Valley” is supported by the 
Southern New England communities (SNEC) 
through Partnership 2Gether, The Jewish 
Agency. United Jewish Federation has been a 
partner in SNEC for over 20 years and is proud 
to have played a part in transforming the region.

Recently, “Home in the Valley” held 
several events such as picnics for families, 
a community trip to Mount Gilboa, a joint 
Kabbalat Shabbat and graffiti painting event 
for teens, street parties and more, where 
members of the community met and talked 
about the LGBTQ+ community’s challenges. 

An official pride forum was launched 
to generate collaborations and to expand 
the acceptance of and benefits afforded to 
the LGBTQ+ community in the region. 

A pride flag-raising ceremony held in the 
Gilboa regional council’s plaza, marking 
equality and tolerance, and coexistence for 
all populations living in the Gilboa.

Lea Tracten with her teacher,  
Mr. Alfred Meadows.

Pride flag-raising ceremony held in the 
Gilboa regional council’s plaza. Families gather for a picnic in a park in Afula.

3) Tachrichim, dressing the puried body in special clothes of simple, pure, white, hand-made cotton or linen garments that are identical for
each Jew.

The Chevra Kadisha of Stamford is responsible for the execution of this holy task in our Jewish community. Our volunteers provide this 
important service of making sure that Jewish individuals are properly prepared for burial and are attended to until internment. We also provide 
support for the families during the shiva by arranging prayer services, meals and more. 

If you are interested in getting involved with the Chevra Kadisha of Stamford, please contact Michael Feldstein, at 
michaelgfeldstein@gmail.com  or call or text at 203-554-1511.

2) Tahara (purication), the washing and cleansing of the body and the ritual purication of immersing the body in the mikveh;

The primary function of the Chevra Kadisha is the preparation and burial of the deceased in accordance with Halacha 
(Jewish Law). The three major aspects that are involved are:
1) Shmira, guarding the body of the deceased from the time of death until the time of burial, in order to comfort the neshama (soul) before it

goes up to heaven;

STAMFORD CHEVRA KADISHA, PO BOX 2374, STAMFORD, CT 06906
StamfordChevraKadisha.org

Dear Friend: 
The Chevra Kadisha, an Aramaic term meaning “holy society,” is a tradition that extends back more than 2,000 years. The task of those who 

belong to the Chevra Kadisha is among the most noble of Jewish acts of kindness that can be done -- for it can never be repaid. Therefore, the 
work of the Chevra Kadisha is called a chesed shel emet (a good deed of truth). 

Jim Benjamin, President

PS – For a free booklet that explains the tahara process in greater detail, please visit stamfordchevrakadish.org/tahara

STAMFORD CHEVRA KADISHA BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Jim Benjamin, President · Michael Feldstein, Vice President

Claudia Kraut, Secretary · Ilan Katz, Treasurer · Adam Batkin, Member at Large 
Jason Levine, Member at Large · Phyllis Shapiro, Member at Large

Sincerely, 
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Rabbi Tali Adler 
Knocking on Heaven's Door:  

The Shofar as a Tool of Protest 
 August 31, 7:30pm via zoom 

 

Tali Adler is a faculty member at Yeshivat Hadar. A 
graduate of Yeshivat Maharat and a Wexner Graduate 
Fellow, Tali has previously served as the clergy intern at 
Kehilat Rayim Ahuvim and at Harvard Hillel.  

 
Register at www.ujf.org/Adler  

INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Where Arab and Jewish Teens Learn Tech Skills Together
Moona -- a Space for Change runs mentored after school programs as well as job-specific training to 
young adults.
BY ABIGAIL KLEIN LEICHMAN/ISRAEL21C

“Eventually I hope there will be Moona centers 
in the US and UAE. It’s a model that can be 
copied anywhere because it’s about people.”

Moona — a Space for Change began 
in September 2014 as an extracurricular 
program where Jewish and Arab Israeli high 
school students get acquainted while learning 
technologies related to space exploration –
robotics, drones, 3D printing and electronics.

Since then, Moona has expanded and added 
advanced vision and IoT technologies to the 
curriculum, plus job-specific training for young 
adults (not necessarily in space technology) in 
coordination with high-tech businesses looking 
to hire.

The collaborative hands-on skills acquisition 
takes place at Moona locations in two Arab Israeli 
towns: Majd al-Krumin the Western Galilee near 
Acre (Akko) and Kafr Qasim in central Israel.

“Moona” means “wish” in Arabic. In Hebrew, 
“emoona” means “faith. ”The name also reflects 
an ambition to “shoot for the moon” literally and 
figuratively.

Asaf Brimer spent 25 years in the Israeli air 
force and aerospace sector before establishing 
Moona with a Muslim partner.

“I started it because the separation in our 
society is the biggest challenge for Israel, and 
I decided that my children will be better off 
if society is more open,” Brimer says. “We 
lose a lot of advantages because we don’t have 
opportunities to meet each other.”

With the recent lifting of Covid restrictions 
in Israel, once again 50 to 100 Jewish, Muslim, 
Christian, Druze and Bedouin Israelis started 
coming to each site for activities every weekday.

Following the 11-day conflict with Gaza in 
May, and racial unrest in cities including Akko, 
Moona brought in psychologists to help the 
students process their emotions, and then got 
back to the business of science.

“Everything is more challenging now but 
there are more opportunities, too,” Brimer tells 
ISRAEL21c.

“In two years, I believe we’ll have six to 10 
centers in Israel. Eventually, I hope there will be 
Moona centers in the US and UAE. It’s a model 
that can be copied anywhere because it’s about 
people.”

In 2017, the three top winners of Moona’s 
“From Idea to Implementation” competition 
— supported by the US Embassy Middle East 
Partnership Initiative – brought their prototypes 
to show the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Pittsburgh’s Partnership2Gether program, which 
provided seed money to Moona.

Ahmad Sbea, 17, and Khaled Abu Daud, 18, 
both from Majd al-Krum, shared first prize for 
their automatic fishing boat designed for the 
safety of Alaskan fishermen. Third prize went to 
Rima Ali, 21, from a Druze village near Haifa, for 
her entertainment table loaded with board and 
card games.

Before coming to Moona in ninth grade, he 
didn’t socialize with Jews, Abu Daud told the 
Pittsburgh Jewish Chronicle at the time. “The 
first year I was really shy. But after that … I 
started to get more and more involved. … Now 
I am friends with all the mentors and the Jews 
there. It’s really different from what happens on 
the outside,” he said.

Sbea followed his friend Abu Daud to 
Moona’s robotics program. Now a 21-year-
old student at the Technion-Israel Institute of 
Technology (often called “the MIT of Israel”), 
Sbea tells ISRAEL21c that he struggled at first 
to communicate with Hebrew-speaking peers 
and mentors, but he learned quickly and became 
passionate about engineering.

“We say that Moona is a space for change, and 
it was true for me,” Sbea says.

“I had planned to be in medicine, but after 
three years in Moona I wanted to be a mechanical 
engineer. All of my five younger brothers are now 
in Moona.” He still participates as a mentor.

Sbea led his drone-building team to a first-
place win in 2019’s Moona competition. They 
took the quadcopters they’d developed to Boston, 
with a stop at MIT, hosted by the Israeli American 

Council Boston.
“In Moona, we learn 

topics and then teach 
them to new members. 
I liked that concept of 
being a student and also 
a teacher,” says Sbea.

More recently, 
Abu Daud and Sbea 
were on a team that 
won first prize in a 
Technion-sponsored 
hackathon to find 
innovative Covid 
solutions. They 
invented a new type of facemask with 
students from Stanford University.

Last year, Moona developed a new model 
for training manpower for industries in the 
area, Brimer relates.

“There was a crisis after corona, with 
many people looking for jobs and many 
organizations were helping with training. We 
felt the real solution is on the municipal or 
regional level,” he says.

The six- to eight-week courses in applied 

engineering are funded by the business, 
government, philanthropic and private sectors.

“We run courses at three centers in different 
parts of the country, including for the Bedouin 
population in the South, and we’re also looking 
to open in Jaffa,” says Brimer.

The subject matter is targeted to actual 
industry needs, for example in renewable 
energy and additive manufacturing. 
Partner corporations, such as Intel and 
Qualcomm, provide mentoring and 
internship opportunities.

Arab and Jewish schoolchildren gather in Majd al-Krum for  
hands-on science activities. (CREDIT: MOONA)

L’shana tova u’metuka!
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INTERNATIONAL NEWS

Goodbye, Multifocals; An Israeli Company Changes Focus Via Software
For this long-time wearer of progressive lenses, DeepOptics glasses are nothing short of an addictive, 
adaptive miracle.
BY BRIAN BLUM/ISRAEL21C

“Slide your finger here on the side of the 
frame,” Alex Alon is telling me.

I’m sitting in the “Bistro”—not some 
trendy Tel Aviv café, but a room set 
up for demonstrations in the offices of 
DeepOptics, where Alon is the chief 
scientist.

DeepOptics has developed a proprietary 
lens technology that seamlessly switches 
between far and near vision by reorienting 
the pixels in the glass.

So, when I run my finger over the touch-
sensitive side of the thick black sunglasses 
frame and I look through the Bistro’s 
window, I can clearly see the building 
across the parking lot.

Another swipe and the distant scene 
blurs. I am magically able to read a page on 
Alon’s Kindle.

I swipe my finger back and forth, 
gleefully swapping close for distance 
and back again. For this long-time 
wearer of progressive (multifocal) lenses, 
DeepOptics’ 32°N-branded sunglasses are 
nothing short of an addictive, adaptive 
miracle.

Unlike when I wear progressive lenses, 
there’s no distortion with the 32°Ns. 
Moreover, rather than being limited to 
a small strip where I can see clearly for 
reading (tilting my head uncomfortably 
to look down), with DeepOptics the entire 
lens is available and clear.

The price is also nice: just $250 for a 
pair. When I buy new progressive lenses, 
the cost in Israel can easily top $1,200. 
DeepOptics’ sunglasses can be preordered 
(at a discount) as part of a Kickstarter 
campaign; shipping is expected in about 10 
months.

How It Works
DeepOptics sunglasses feature liquid 

crystal layers that are split into tiny pixels, 
capable of rotation at every point of the 
pixel.

When the wearer swipes, a tiny processor 
embedded in the temple calculates the 
user’s personal prescription and commands 
millions of tiny pixels inside the lens to 
change their electrical state to bring close 
objects into focus.

There are no moving parts and no extra 
weight. The tiny rechargeable battery 
should last a full day. If the battery runs 
out, the lenses default to the “plano” 
(uncorrected) setting, so you can still use 
them for distance.

DeepOptics is starting with sunglasses 
because of the frustrations people over 45 
have with presbyopia—a natural part of 
aging that causes eyes to lose the ability 
to change focus easily. It affects some 
1.8 billion people and is the main reason 

middle-aged people may suddenly need 
reading glasses.

For such people, sunglasses pose a 
problem. When you want to look at your 
mobile phone, you have to take your 
sunglasses off. Given that the average 
person looks at their phone up to 58 times 
a day, the hassle factor is not insignificant.

Following the presumed successful 
launch of DeepOptics’ sunglasses, two 
more products are in the pipeline: a pair 
of glasses with separate prescriptions for 
distance and close (the version being sold 
on Kickstarter will have plano for distance), 
and one that works for all kinds of frames, 
not just sunglasses.

The latter won’t be ready for another 
couple of years, DeepOptics CEO Yariv 
Haddad tells ISRAEL21c. These glasses 
will have a built-in eye tracker so that users 
won’t have to swipe to change to reading 
mode and back again. The software will 
“see” where you’re looking and rotate the 
pixels accordingly.

The Pivot
DeepOptics launched 10 years ago with 

the aim of creating glasses that would work 
with 3D TVs. The market for such TVs 
never really took off. But utilizing the same 
technology for vision correction “was a 
much bigger and more valid opportunity,” 
Haddad realized.

Dynamically adjustable lenses have been 
“the holy grail of glasses,” Haddad says.

Only a few companies have tried so far. 
One firm, PixelOptics, went bankrupt. Its 
Japanese partner, TouchFocus, bought the 
technology and sells its own version of 
software-adaptable lenses—for $3,000 a 
pair.

Why so much? The Japanese-made 
glasses have to be custom coded to an 
individual’s eyesight. Compare that with 
DeepOptics, which sells an off-the-shelf 
product that’s the same for everyone when 
you take it out of the box.

Using software also means that, as one’s 
eyes deteriorate further over time (sorry, 
another “side effect” of aging), users don’t 
have to buy a new pair of spectacles. They 
can simply dial up the new prescription on 
the DeepOptics’ iPhone or Android app, 
which connects to the glasses via standard 
Bluetooth.

There is some setup required to get the 
prescription right, but it’s one and done. 
You can even share a pair of 32°Ns with 
another person; DeepOptics’ mobile phone 
software can have multiple users. In the 
future, the glasses will recognize the phone 
in closest proximity and choose the correct 
profile without any user intervention.

Before the Apple Drops
DeepOptics was founded by Haddad, 

Alon and a third executive, Yoav Yadin, 
who is the company’s CTO. Serial 
entrepreneur and investor Saar Wilf 
was an early backer of the company and 
was actually the one to come up with 
the idea. He reached out to Haddad and 
the others to create what would become 
DeepOptics.

Haddad and Yadin had both worked 
in Alon’s previous startup, Dblur, which 
developed software lens technology for 
mobile phone cameras, security systems 
and medical devices.

“Dealing with human vision was a new 
thing for us,” Haddad admits.

DeepOptics, which employs 15 
in its Petah Tikva headquarters, has 
backing from Samsung Ventures and 
international eyewear conglomerate 
Essilor International. Dan Katzman, 
former CTO of Israel-based Shamir 
Optics, is an adviser to the company. 
Essilor acquired 50% of Shamir in 2011.

DeepOptics’ current business model is 
to sell direct to the public, although that 
doesn’t exclude possible business-to-
business partnerships with players with 

deep pockets. Players such as Apple.
Apple is widely rumored to be working 

on smart AR glasses as its next killer 
product. “Apple will be dominant in this 
market,” Haddad believes. “And they’ll 
need to give you a prescription.”

Is Haddad worried about Apple? “Yes, 
but that means we’re in a good place,” he 
says.

Haddad suggests that DeepOptics’ 
product will hit the market long before 
Apple’s does.

My time in the Bistro was coming 
to a close. I took off the demo frames 
and reluctantly returned to my 
old-school glasses. I had one more 
question for Haddad, though: What’s 
up with the name?

32°N, it turns out, refers  to the 
latitude of Israel (as well as some of the 
world’s most weather-friendly spots, 
including San Diego and Casablanca). 
“This latitude means it’s sunny. All the 
cities at 32°N are sunny. And we make 
sunglasses.”
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PJ LIBRARY

Paying Tribute to Local Heroes UJF Engages Russian-Speaking 
Community

PJ Library & PJ Our Way Feature Family: The Zwany Family

(Courtesy of UJF) United Jewish 
Federation’s PJ Library presented a Stars of 
Hope banner to the Belltown Fire Station on 
Th ursday morning, July 22nd. Th e banner 
contains artwork and messages of thanks and 
hope from area PJ Library children to honor 
our local heroes at the fi re station. Th is project 
was organized by Stamford resident Adam 
Daniel, as part of his bar mitzvah project 
focused on literacy through UJF’s PJ Library. 
Th ank you to the Daniel family for sponsoring 
the banner and to all of the kids who created 
beautiful messages of hope. 

Stars of Hope is a non-profi t, empowering 

children of all ages to transform individuals 
and communities in need of hope through 
the power of art and messages of healing.

United Jewish Federation’s PJ 
Library held a focus group for local 
Russian-speaking families to talk about 
potential programming. The meeting 
was facilitated by Jane Tuv, the Russian 
Engagement Officer for PJ Library and 
the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. 
From left to right: Jane Tuv, Anastacia 
Elkin, Ben Folkinshteyn, Natania 
Ostrovsky, Sasha Lysenko, Diana Shur, 
and Anna Belokon.

BY SHARON FRANKLIN 
Th e Zwany family has been living in 

Stamford for the past two years and love the 
warm and welcoming community. Simone 
and David have two sons, Ryan and Mikey. 
Ryan is a curious, energetic, fun 5-year-old 
who attends Pre-K at BCHA. Mikey is a 
chatty, sweet, and friendly 15-month-old. 
Th ey love being a PJ Library family! 

1. What is your favorite PJ Library book(s)?
We have a few favorites - Man Gave Names 

to All the Animals, Yaff a and Fatima, and 
Latkes, Latkes Good to Eat. 

2. What is your bedtime routine, and is PJ 
Library a part of it?

We bathe, brush teeth, read books (PJ 
library books are a favorite!) and sing songs. 

3. Do you have a favorite PJ Library or UJF 
program you have attended?

We loved the wearable art Zoom program 
with the educator from the Eric Carle 
Museum. We also loved the outdoor winter 

fi eld day at BCHA, too! 
4. Why is PJ Library important in 

your home?
PJ library has become a really special 

part of our family time. Ryan is always 
checking the mail for a special PJ Library 
book to read and cannot wait to read 
them as soon as the package is ripped 
open. Having books about Jewish themes, 
holidays and just being a good person has 
really enhanced our library at home. 

Shir Ami is a warm and welcoming Reform Jewish Congregation with Torah 
at the center; we embrace our heritage while creating new ways to bring us 
closer to each other and to God through acts of worship, caring, learning, 
giving, singing and celebration.

We welcome you to join us to our Zoom High Holy Days services at Shir Ami:
• Beautiful music
• Intimate sense of community
• Robust congregational participation in services

We make it easy and safe to participate:
• Families, singles, interfaith, boomers, seniors, and lgbtq--all are welcome
• Visit our website (below) to register for our Zoom services  

Cantor Jill Abramson leads Shir Ami with her joyful spirit and commitment 
to meaningful worship.  We’ve remained vibrant during the pandemic with 
online classes, worship and celebrations, and we will continue to be flexible 
and creative as we meet the safety needs of this time. As a congregation 
we've pledged to pursue justice for all. Shir Ami's Membership Forms may 
be found on our website.  Join us for a full year of meaningful and joyful 
congregational moments.  

www.congregationshirami.org
(203) 900-7976

1273 E. Putnam Ave, Box 312, Riverside, CT 06878
shirami.info@gmail.com

Left to Right: Adam Daniel, fi refi ghters Dave 
Amato and Max Maron, and Ben Daniel.

David and Simone Zwany with their sons, Mikey 
and Ryan

United Jewish Federation and Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy 
invite you to a

PJ Library Family Fall Fest

Sunday, September 19th @ 3:00pm-5:00pm
Emmet's Playground, 350 Roxbury Rd 

(in back of Temple Beth El)

Enjoy the playground, pizza, music, and an apple and 
honey tasting from Savannah Bee Company.

RSVP by 9/16/21 to www.ujf.org/pjfall
Contact Sharon Franklin at sharon@ujf.org or 

Miriam Sperber at msperber@bcha-ct.org for questions.
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Summer Fun With PJ Library PJ Corner

(Courtesy of UJF) United Jewish 
Federation’s PJ Library and PJ Our Way 
held three outdoor summer programs 
focusing on mitzvot ( good deeds), literacy, 
and meeting new friends.

In early June, a Mitzvah Fair was held 
off ering a variety of activities allowing 
kids to give back. Children planted herbs 
to make their environment more beautiful, 
made cat toys for a local animal shelter, 
wrote and colored letters to American 
Jewish soldiers, and designed a Star of 
Hope that was added to a banner given to 
the Belltown Fire Department. 

On Tuesday, July 20th, a Book Exchange 
and Pizza Dinner was held. Families 

dropped off  PJ books they were ready to 
part with, and then had a chance to pick 
out new stories. Children also enjoyed 
craft s. PJ Library committee member 
Judith Bernstein chaired the event.

Local moms had a chance to see friends 
and meet new people at a backyard 
Mommy and Me Coff ee Meetup in July. It 
was held at Becky Kevelson’s home, who 
off ered to host the program aft er receiving 
a Shalom Welcome visit from UJF’s Sharon 
Franklin in June.

If you are interested in getting involved 
with PJ Library, or if you have a program 
idea, please reach out to Sharon Franklin 
at sharon@ujf.org.

BY SHARON FRANKLIN
Did you know that Stamford is 

a one book per child in a family 
PJ community? So, sign up all of 
your kids for a free Jewish themed 
book that is mailed to your home 
each month. For newborns to 
eight and a half years old go to: 
www.pjlibrary.org to sign up. 

● NEW FOR PJ OUR WAY- 
be on the lookout in your email 
inboxes for a message from PJ Our Way 
inviting you to sign up your almost nine-
year-old child for a free chapter book each 
month, making signing up for the next 
chapter of PJ so much easier! Check out PJ 
Our Way at www.pjourway.org.

● Interested in joining a PJ Parent Ambassador 
neighborhood group for some fun outings and 
social gatherings for kids and adults? Meet new 
friends in a friendly and relaxed environment 
in North Stamford, Harbor Point/downtown, 
central Stamford, and Darien/New Canaan 
(plus, we even have a baby group)! Contact 
Sharon Franklin at sharon@ujf.org to connect.

● Order your complimentary PJ 
Fall Holiday Gift  Bag, sponsored 
by United Jewish Federation and 
Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy. Filled with 

toys, activity sheets, a treat, and 
more. Supplies are limited, fi rst 
come fi rst serve basis, one per 
family. Pick up is on September 
2. Order at www.ujf.org/pjbag.

● Looking to add some great 
fl avor to your Fall holiday 
challah or add a touch of 
sweetness? Make homemade 
butter with your children! It 
takes minutes and is great for a 

dairy meal or holiday snack.
RECIPE:
● 1 cup heavy cream: pour into a glass 

container with a lid. 
● Shake or stir for at least 10 minutes. Aft er 

10-15 minutes you will see the butter start to 
form, with liquid (buttermilk) present. Strain 
off  the buttermilk.

● Eat the butter plain or add honey to 
sweeten it for a sweet new year. Or add 
chopped herbs like rosemary, sage, tarragon, 
thyme, chives, or parsley. For a touch of salt, 
add kosher salt or sea salt and mix. To add full 
fl avor, mix mashed garlic or horseradish. For 
a fruity butter mix with pureed strawberries. 

● Kilner jars make butter-making easy since 
they have a handle for churning, but regular 
jars work well too! (Recipe from Ta’am Teva).

Local moms enjoyed a morning of coffee, schmoozing, 
and playing with their toddlers at UJF’s PJ Library 
Mommy and Me Coffee Meet-Up.

Judith Bernstein (event chair), Rob and Gila Ogle, 
and PJ Library children enjoy mingling, pizza and 
browsing through a variety of books at the PJ Library 
Book Exchange and Pizza Dinner event.

Max and Ori Gordon write and decorate 
letters to American Jewish Soldiers at 
the PJ Mitzvah Fair held in June.

Eliane Dreyfuss and her son work on a 
craft at UJF’s PJ Library Book Exchange 
event.

Making butter.

 

 

 

 

 

Wishing you and your families a happy, healthy                 
and sweet New Year!  

 
 

Join us for the holidays and beyond!  

To learn more, visit www.cas-stamford.org/membership.html and 
reach out to us. We would love to welcome you to our CAS family! 

 

Rabbi Daniel Cohen, Senior Rabbi 

Toby Schaffer, President  

Rabbi Moshe Kurtz, Assistant Rabbi  

  

Celebrating Legacy

CONTINUED FROM PAGE 20
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BY EVAN GOLDBLUM
Until Covid hit, I never 

realized how much I would 
miss hugging my friends until 
suddenly I couldn’t. Luckily, 
I was able to spend the spring 
semester in a Covid bubble 
attending a single semester 
school called the Outdoor 
Academy in North Carolina. I 
joined 29 other students, and spent the first 11 
days entirely outdoors, even on rainy 36° nights, 
sleeping under open tarps (yes, after one rainy 
night I made sure to step up my tarp building 
skills). Then, we were able to come together 
inside our cabins to be one community, masks 
off, and yes, even hug each other. It made me 
appreciate how important physical contact and 
being spatially proximate to friends can be.

The importance of being close was even 
more clear since we did not have access to our 
devices or the Internet during the almost four 
months. (yes, 30 teenagers willingly gave up 
our phones to attend). I loved the device-free 
Covid bubble, and the program’s emphasis 
on building community, developing a craft, 
taking care of the environment, and being 
grateful. Although this was not a Jewish 
program – and I was one of a handful of 
Jewish students - these core values are all 
central in Judaism. Like the Jewish tradition 

of making a blessing before 
a meal, we were mindful of 
our gratitude for food before 
we started eating. My new 
friends were eager to learn 
about Jewish traditions and 
all participated in our student 
run Passover Seder. They 
especially loved the hunt for 
the afikomen (always a crowd 

pleaser) and they appreciated the idea of 
asking questions—something the Outdoor 
Academy emphasized. Everyone tried to 
help me keep Passover as best as I could 
under the circumstances. 

I was also really grateful that my friends 
back home made such an effort to keep in touch 
with me, even though I did not have my phone 
and had limited access to the campus landline. 
I loved getting written letters in the mail, and 
Aaron Eben burned me an old fashioned CD 
so I could listen to my music on the Academy’s 
CD player. The Stamford BBYO boys also gave 
me a music video sendoff. I am grateful that 
when I got back home, most of my friends had 
gotten the vaccine, so I was able to get welcome 
home hugs. I loved my time away, but it is good 
to be back and it’s especially good to be getting 
back to being together physically in-person. 

Evan is a high school senior at the 
Harvey School.

VOICES & VIEWS

Focus on: Linda Hurwitz

My Outdoor Academy Experience

“I’ve learned that people 
will forget what you said, 
people will forget what you 
did, but people will never 
forget how you made them 
feel.” – Maya Angelou

 Linda grew up in Milwaukee; 
graduated from the University 
of Wisconsin, Madison 
with degrees in Nursing, 
specializing in pediatrics and maternal child 
health. Throughout her career, she worked 
in both hospitals and universities. She 
became involved in the American Diabetes 
Association locally and nationally, holding 
a variety of offices for close to 20 years. In 
1984, she moved to NY to work at Columbia 
Presbyterian Medical Center. She met her 
husband, Richard Fine, a Detroit native, in 
1987. They moved to Stamford in 1990 where 
they raised their daughter, Sydney. Linda has 
worked in many organizations in the NY/CT 
area as faculty or nurse executive including 
the NYU School of Nursing, Greenwich 
Hospital, Blythedale Children’s Hospital and 
The Maria Fareri Children’s Hospital and 

Behavioral Health Center at 
the Westchester Medical Center. 
Linda retired in 2018 with plans 
to travel, before COVID placed 
those plans on hold.  Along with 
Rich and Sydney, Linda enjoys 
the beach, walking/hiking, and 
spending time with extended 
family and friends.  While 
career, family and personal 
interests kept her extremely 

busy, Linda has always made it a priority 
to be an active supporter and volunteer in 
Stamford  and the greater Jewish community.

Here’s Why She Cares:
Describe your current and past 

involvement with UJF and how long you 
have been involved.

When I moved to Stamford, I was working 
long hours in NYC and didn’t know anyone 
in the Stamford community. I received a 
call from the UJF young women’s education 
group asking if I would be interested in 
joining their group. Being on maternity leave 
I thought this was a great opportunity to meet 
others in the Jewish community. I joined the 
group and loved the speakers, the discussions, 

and the comradery with a wonderful group 
of impressive women. I was so grateful for the 
call! Years later, our family hosted an IDF 
soldier with the Tzahal Shalom program, 
got involved with Teen Tzedakah, and 
continued to donate, working on several 
annual UJF campaigns. The opportunity 
presented itself for me to serve on the UJF 
board and I gladly accepted. 

Have you been involved with other 
Jewish organizations in the community 
and elsewhere?

We joined Temple Sinai around 1993 and 
have been involved over the years in many 
capacities. My husband served on the Board 
of Trustees and participated in Mitzvah 
Days. My activities included Board Member, 
Chair of the Youth Committee, the Personnel 
Committee, and the Nominating Committee, 
Coordinator for the Temple’s Mitzvah Mocha 
café (the religious school fundraiser), Mitzvah 
Day Team Captain for flower planting, 
annual contributor to Temple Sinai’s Xmas 
Dinner at New Covenant House, and other 
misc. activities. Our family donates to various 
Jewish agencies because we believe they are 
important to the strength and wellbeing of 

our community.
Why is it important for you to give 

back in this way?
UFJ provides support for many Jewish 

agencies making our community safer 
and stronger. Our family is grateful for our 
supportive community. Volunteering is my 
way to give back to help build and maintain a 
welcoming, diverse, and healthy community.  

How have you seen the Stamford 
and the Jewish community change over 
the years?

Changes over the years have been our 
family values, our Jewish community, 
and the programs it offers. Services 
and programs have evolved, becoming 
more sophisticated with innovation and 
technology. During the COVID pandemic, 
agencies rose to the occasion, maintaining 
communications and programming 
through emails, Zoom meetings, virtual 
services, home delivery of food and 
essentials for the homebound, etc. Given 
technology, our Jewish community 
impressively stepped up and will 
undoubtedly continue to evolve, improve 
and expand in the future. 

Linda Hurwitz

WHY I CARE...

TEEN VOICES

Evan Goldblum

Gan Yeladim Preschool | 770 High Ridge Road, Stamford, CT 06905 | 203 324 2223

www.ganyeladim.org

Contact Wendy at
Wendy@stamfordchabad.org




