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Honoring 100th Anniversary Tapestry 2017: Spotlight on
of the Balfour Declaration Community
Dr. Steven Bayme to Speak at TBE

On Thursday, November
The event is sponsored
2, exactly 100 years after
by AJC Westchester/Fairthe Balfour Declaration, Dr.
field and Temple Beth El.
Steven Bayme, AJC’s director
Co-sponsors include Congreof contemporary Jewish life,
gation Agudath Sholom, the
will speak at Temple Beth El
Greenwich Historical Society,
in Stamford at 7:30 pm. His
Greenwich Reform Synalecture is titled “Honoring
gogue, the Jewish Historical
the 100th Anniversary of the
Society of Fairfield County
and Temple Sholom.
Balfour Declaration.” Bayme
What is the Balfour Decwill address the questions:
What did the Balfour Decla- Dr. Steven Bayme laration? On November 2,
ration mean in 1917? What is its lasting 1917, British Foreign Secretary Arthur
See “Balfour” on page 4
legacy in 2017?

Bi-Cultural Day School
Receives National Blue
Ribbon Honors

Bi-Cultural Day School of Stamford
has been selected a 2017 National Blue
Ribbon School by the U.S. Department of Education. In winning the
award, Bi-Cultural becomes one of 342
schools nationwide – only 50 of which
are private schools – and one of five
schools in the state of Connecticut, to
be so honored. The pre-kindergarten
through grade eight school has also
earned the distinction of being the
only Jewish day school in the country
to receive the award this year.
“National Blue Ribbon Schools are

Candle
Lighting

2

active demonstrations of preparing every child for a bright future,” said U.S.
Secretary of Education Betsy DeVos in
an online address to honorees. “You are
visionaries, innovators and leaders. You
have much to teach us: some of you personalize student learning, others engage
parents and communities in the work and
life of your local schools, and still others
develop strong and forward-thinking
leaders from among your teaching staff.”
According to the Department of
Education, the National Blue Ribbon

Bits & Pieces

Walking the Walk
On October 1, close to 800 people
participated in Friendship Circle’s
Friendship Day and Walk at Westhill
High School and helped raise more
than $80,000 to support individuals
with special needs in Fairfield County.
Walkers included representatives of area
synagogues, youth groups, day schools
and other Jewish organizations. See more
photos on page 7.

See “Honors” on page 14
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By Lauren Steinberg
On the evening of Saturday, November 18, the Stamford community
will once again gather at the Jewish
Community Center to participate in
Tapestry, an annual night of communal
Jewish learning, sponsored by United
Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford,
New Canaan and Darien, the Stamford
Jewish Community Center and the
Stamford Board of Rabbis. In light of
the creation of a Jewish Community
Relations Council through Federation,
the evening will showcase topics that
highlight JCRC and Federation activity. The newly designed program also

features more ways to bring the entire
community together as learners, putting a spotlight on communal unity.
As in past years, the Tapestry program
will begin with communal Havdalah at
6:30 pm. Participants will then have the opportunity to attend one of three courses.
“A Jewish Journey from Ethiopia,”
presented by Shlomit Daniel, will tell
the story of Daniel’s experience having been born in a Jewish village in
Ethiopia, moving to Israel as part of
Operation Solomon, serving as one of
the first female Ethiopian officers in
the IDF and then moving to the U.S.,
See “Tapestry” on page 5

Secrets to Stronger
Relationships and Greater
Happiness

Sixth Annual Saul Cohen-Schoke JFS Lecture

Bruce Feiler, an American
author and television personality whose work includes six
consecutive New York Times
nonfiction bestsellers, will
speak on Thursday, November 9, at 7:30 pm, at the Ferguson Library in Stamford. The
lecture, titled “The Family
Today: Secrets to Stronger
Relationships and Greater
Happiness at Any Age,” is

Professional
Support
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Bruce Feiler

Adult
Volunteers

a gift to the community
through the generosity of
Mimi and Saul Cohen, and
is hosted by Schoke Jewish
Family Service. A book sale
and signing, and a dessert
buffet, will follow the main
lecture.
As a voice on contemporary life, Feiler will present
the themes of his most recent

See “Secrets” on page 9
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President’s Message

We are Listening
By Ricky Arbon
As the president of Federation, an important responsibility is to listen. Over the years, in
my never-ending quest for personal and professional growth,
I have spent a lot of time reading about leadership – what it
means, how it’s implemented
and ways to grow to become a
Ricky Arbron,
better leader. I recently came
UJF president
across an interesting article in
the Harvard Business Review
titled “What Great Listeners Actually Do” by Jack
Zenger and Joseph Folkman, founders of Zenger/
Folkman, a highly regarded leadership consultancy. They believe “good listening is much more
than being silent while the other person talks. To
the contrary, people perceive the best listeners
to be those who periodically ask questions that
promote discovery and insight. These questions
gently challenge old assumptions, but do so in a
constructive way. Sitting there silently nodding
does not provide sure evidence that a person is
listening, but asking a good question tells the
speaker the listener has not only heard what was
said, but that they comprehended it well enough
to want additional information. Good listening was
consistently seen as a two-way dialog, rather than
a one-way ‘speaker versus hearer’ interaction. The
best conversations were active.”
I, too, believe that listening is a key component to
good leadership and, regarding Federation, I believe
I have grown and become a better listener – both to
individuals and to what the community as a whole
is telling me – so that I can give better feedback to
the UJF board.
Three years ago, UJF’s Advisory Council was
formed to provide vital communal input and feedback to the president and board about the needs

CANDLE LIGHTING
TIMES
October 27...........................5:38 pm
November 3.........................5:21 pm
November 10.......................4:22 pm
November 17.......................4:16 pm
November 24.......................4:11 pm
December 1.........................4:08 pm
December 8.........................4:08 pm

of the community. Under the leadership of Arlene
Rosen, the Advisory Council has served as a place for
community leaders to gather, learn and brainstorm
about how we can make our community stronger.
Meetings of the Advisory Council rotate among
the offices of the agencies, providing a great way to
showcase local organizations and educate members
of the council about the vital work other community
organizations are doing.
Based on feedback, the Advisory Council recently
tackled a number of timely and important issues
facing our community, including communal security,
teen engagement, outreach to unaffiliated Jewish
families and the creation of UJF’s Jewish Community
Relation Council, which strives to strengthen ties
with the broader community and to react quickly
and effectively when issues arise.
After listening to feedback, we are rebooting the

Advisory Council to include professionals from each
organization, as well as lay leaders from the community in general. If you would like to have a voice in
these discussions, I encourage you to get involved
with the Advisory Council.
A few years ago, based on listening to the community, we changed the size and structure of our
board, and also changed UJF’s allocation process.
The passage of time has allowed us to analyze results. Based on what we have learned, combined
with feedback, we plan on revisiting these issues in
the months ahead. A healthy organization adapts
over time; we continue to assess where we are, and
we continue to listen.
I wanted to thank you for sharing, thank you for
listening and thank you for being a valued donor
and stakeholder in our Stamford, New Canaan and
Darien Jewish community.

A MESSAGE FROM UJF’S JEWISH
COMMUNITY RELATIONS COUNCIL
Building Partnerships and Gratitude
By Lauren Steinberg
There is a reason that
Thanksgiving is a time for
annual interfaith, diversity
themed activities. Thanksgiving incorporates ritual without
discriminating. It invites all
Americans, regardless of faith
or background, to sit down
together, break bread and Lauren Steinberg
express gratitude. It asks that
we look past our differences and find threads of
common cause.
This is work that the JCRC does every day as we
build relationships with the faith and civic leaders
in our community. In building ties with churches
and mosques, and with ethnic and racial advocacy
groups, we in turn strengthen the bonds of communal conversation and understanding.
In the past few months, I have spoken to
ministers about antisemitism and Zionism; to
Muslim leaders about standing together against
bigotry of all sorts; and to recent immigrants
about the history of Jewish immigration to the
United States. I have also heard from those
leaders about criminal justice, about poverty
and about building community. Each conversation changes a paradigm, transforming us from

leaders of different groups to people, humans,
who can stand together in big and small ways to
make our community better.
On November 16, the United Jewish Federation
will be partnering in the annual Westchester/
Fairfield County Thanksgiving Diversity Breakfast,
sponsored by AJC.
It is worth noting that the theme of this interfaith breakfast is “Healing our Fractured Society.”
There is no question our society is, indeed, fractured. The breakdown in dialogue concerns us,
as it should. In Jewish tradition, an inability to
speak and treat others with civility was part of the
societal breakdown that triggered the destruction
of the Second Temple in Jerusalem. Conversely,
Jewish tradition teaches value in a diversity of
opinions. “These and these are the words of the
Living God,” says tradition of the historic dispute
in interpreting Jewish law between the schools of
the sages Hillel and Shammai.
While Thanksgiving’s roots stretch to George
Washington, it was only established as a formal holiday by Abraham Lincoln during the Civil War. In
1863, Lincoln issued a proclamation finding reason
for gratitude even as the war raged. “The year that
is drawing toward its close, has been filled with the
blessings of fruitful fields and healthful skies,” it
stated. “In the midst of a civil war of unequalled [sic]
magnitude and severity... Needful diversions of wealth
and of strength from the fields of peaceful industry
to the national defence [sic], have not arrested the
plough, the shuttle or the ship; the axe has enlarged
the borders of our settlements, and the mines, as
well of iron and coal as of the precious metals, have
yielded even more abundantly than heretofore….”
This Thanksgiving, following disasters both
natural and man-made and in a trying political
climate, we have much work to do. The good
news is, it is work we can do and are doing. This
year, too, we retain the opportunity to extend our
hands to others, to push civility and cooperation,
and to better our community. And we have much
for which to be grateful.
Lauren Steinberg is the director of the Jewish
Community Relations Council and can be reached at
203-321-1373, ext. 104, or at Lauren@ujf.org.
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Disobedience:
The Sousa
Mendes Story

COMMUNITY NEWS
Expressions of Hope Through Music

3

Temple Sinai’s Annual Cantor’s Concert
As has become a tradition
at Temple Sinai, Cantor Micah
Morgovsky will offer a cantor’s
concert titled “Dream Anyway –
Laughing and Crying in the Face
of Adversity.”
“We are living in difficult and
scary times,” reflects Cantor
Morgovsky. “I suppose our lives
are always filled with strife, yet
generations of struggling souls
Cantor Micah
have turned to music to lift their
Morgovsky (Photo spirits and inspire them to conby Crane Song
front their challenges head on.”
Photography)
This is this message of resiliency
and hope that Cantor Morgovsky
wishes to convey in her concert, which will be held on
Sunday, December 17, from 4:30-6:30 pm, at Temple
Sinai. Together with an ensemble of guests from the
congregation, Cantor Morgovsky will perform selections from a variety of Broadway musicals, both new
and old, which she feels capture these sentiments.

By Elissa Kaplan
The Jewish Community Center of Stamford, in
partnership with the Jewish Historical Society of
Fairfield County and the Jewish Arts and Film Festival of Fairfield County, will present a festival encore
commemorating Kristallnacht with the screening of
the film “Disobedience: The Sousa Mendes Story.”
The film will be shown on Sunday, November 12, at
3 pm, at the State Cinema in Stamford. The program
is free and open to the public. Light refreshments
will be served.
It was June 1940. Paris was already occupied by
the Germans. Throngs of refugees raced from Paris
south to Bordeaux with the hope of escaping to a
neutral country, like Portugal. However, Portugal’s
Prime Minister António de Oliveira Salazar ordered
his diplomats not to give visas to “undesirables”
(Jews). In spite of a direct order not to, and with
the understanding that his career would be ruined,
Aristides de Sousa Mendes, the consul of Bordeaux,
decided to issue visas to anyone who asked. In the
end, Sousa Mendes granted visas to 30,000 people,
many of whom were Jewish.
According to Holocaust scholar Yehuda Bauer,
the work of Sousa Mendes was “perhaps the largest
rescue action by a single individual during the Holocaust.” Sousa Mendes has been recognized by many
countries. In 1966, Israel declared Sousa Mendes
to be a “Righteous Among the Nations.” In 1986,
the United States Congress issued a proclamation
to honor the heroism of Sousa Mendes. Eventually,
Portuguese President Mario Soares apologized to the
Sousa Mendes family and posthumously promoted
Sousa Mendes to the rank of ambassador.
The French film, which includes Polish and Yiddish dialogue, will be shown with English subtitles.
Directed by Joel Santoni and starring Bernard Lecoq
in the role of Sousa Mendes, “Disobedience” won
Audience Choice Award for “Best Narrative Feature”
at both the Los Angeles Jewish Film Festival and the
San Diego Jewish Film Festival in 2014. The film
will be followed by a question-and-answer session
with a representative from the Sousa Mendes Foundation and Eileen Berets, a visa recipient saved by
Sousa Mendes.
Those interested in attending are asked to RSVP
to guarantee seating.
Anyone who has questions about the program
should contact the Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield County, Bridging Yesterday and Tomorrow,
at 203-321-1373, ext. 150, or info@jhsfc-ct.org, or
contact Nancy Schiffman at the Jewish Community
Center of Stamford at 203-487-0941 or nschiffman@
stamfordjcc.org. Information can also be found on
the website at http://jhsfc-ct.org.
The Jewish Community Center of Stamford and the
Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield County are beneficiary
agencies of United Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford,
New Canaan and Darien.

Rabbi Jay TelRav, Temple Sinai’s co-spiritual leader,
encourages his congregants to continuously work
to elevate the community to be a kehillah kedoshah, a
sacred community. Expressions of spirituality through
the musical, visual and literary arts can serve as powerful tools to enhance this development. To that end,
concert proceeds will support an array of music, art
and text-based programming at Temple Sinai.
Seating is limited and tickets – which include
pre-concert hors d’oeuvres and drinks – can be
purchased in advance by calling Shelly Welfeld at
Temple Sinai at 203-322-1649; additional tickets may
be available at the door. Suggested donation is $36/
adult and $18/child under age 12. Sponsors donating
at levels of $180, $360, $500 and $1,000 and up will
receive added benefits, including reserved seating,
recognition at the concert and acknowledgement
in the program.
The concert will be held in Temple Sinai’s social
hall at 458 Lakeside Dr., Stamford. For more information, visit www.templesinaistamford.org or call
203-322-1649.

TBE Presents iEngage
Series Focuses on Israel’s Milestones and Their Meanings
As part of its year-long celebration of Israel’s 70th
anniversary, Temple Beth El of Stamford will present
the iEngage video lecture series. The eight-session
course, newly created by the Shalom Hartman Institute in Israel and led by Rabbi Joshua Hammerman
at TBE, will explore the events of 1947 and 1967
– following the 1917 Balfour Declaration – as key
moments when Zionism was said to unleash new
thinking about the meaning of Jewishness for generations to come.
Participants in the course will be expected to
engage in an open and pluralistic discussion about
issues of Jewish identity, peoplehood, ethics and theology, as they relate to nationhood, land, sovereignty,
Jerusalem, occupation and moral red lines.
Each session, lasting one to one-and-a-half hours,
will be offered at the synagogue on both Tuesday
evenings at 7:30 pm and Wednesdays at noon on
the following dates:
 November 28-29: “The United Nations Partition
Plan: The Jews in the World”
 December 12-13: “The Balfour Declaration: A
Homeland for the Jewish People”
 January 30-31: “1967 – The Six-Day War: Power,
Land and God”
 February 13-14: “Judea and Samaria: Occupation
or Liberation”
 March 6-7: “One State, Two States: Moral Red Lines”
 March 20-21: “Jerusalem of God, Prayer and
Peoplehood”
 April 10-11: “Jerusalem of Responsibility, Loss,
and Hope”
 April 24-25: “The Jubilee Year and Beyond: Milestones and their Meanings”

The participant fee for the course, including instructional materials, is $36 for TBE members and
$50 for non-members. To register for the iEngage
series, go to tinyurl.com/tbeiengage2017. For further
information, contact Lisa Gittelman Udi at eddir@
tbe.org or call 203-322-6901, ext. 305.

JCC Thanksgiving Luncheon for
Senior Adults

All senior adults in the community are invited to
share in a traditional Thanksgiving meal on Thursday,
November 16, at 11:30 am, at the Jewish Community
Center. The Thanksgiving Luncheon will include
entertainment. There is a suggested donation of
$4 per person and reservations should be made by
calling Connie Freeman at 203-487-0983.
The JCC is located on Newfield Avenue at the
intersection of Vine Road in Stamford.

Deadlines for
articles

The deadlines for the next issue of The New
Jewish Voice is:
Wednesday, December 27 (new date) ...... February
Send New Jewish Voice article submissions
to Sandy Golove at sandy@ujf.org marked
“Stamford Voice” in the subject line. Expect
an acknowledgement; please re-send if you do
not receive one.

Most insurance accepted with no out-of-pocket expense for check-ups*
*As long as you are eligible, have met all deductibles, have benefits remaining and your plan is UCR or equivalent.

The Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Campus on Park Avenue

Dental Care Kids
Open 7 Days A Week!

Board Certified Dentists and Orthodontists
o esce ts!
for Children and Adolescents!

IV sedation for high fear & special needs children
n

Skilled Nursing (The Jewish Home)

Rosnick Fitness Center (The J)

Goldstein Assisted Living Residences

Friedman Home Care /
Chaifetz Family Hospice

Kuriansky Family Residence – 1-bedroom apartments

Goldstein Rehabilitation Center

Federation for Jewish Philanthropy

For questions and information on current or future services:
www.jseniors.org • 203-365-6400 • info@jseniors.org

ÊVisit www.ujf.org,

www.DentalCareKids.com www.DentalCareOrthodontics.com
talCareOrthodontics.com
203.883.4457 Call Today for New Patient Special Offers!

1500 Summer St., Stamford, CT

facebook.com/stamfordFederation, or tweet UJF at ujfstamford
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UJF’s Lions and Pomegranates Hold Annual Gathering

By Sharon Franklin
On September 7, United Jewish Federation of
Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien held its
annual Women’s Philanthropy Lion and Pomegranate event at the home of Stamford resident Wendy
Handler, a Women’s Philanthropy board member.
Attendees enjoyed the program and fall-themed
refreshments, including a gourmet honey and apple

L-r: Rica Lieberman, Dinah Miller Marlowe (Women’s
Philanthropy Board member), Nancy Mimoun (UJF past
president), Ricky Arbron (UJF president) and Diane Sloyer
(UJF interim executive director).

tasting. During the evening, guests heard a lecture by
Lauren Steinberg, director of UJF’s Jewish Community Relations Council, titled “Antisemitism: Taking
Action Globally and Locally.”
“Antisemitism from both the far right and the far
left is a pressing problem that requires our attention.
By educating ourselves on the topic, building relationships with different communities, working with
law enforcement and engaging with organizations
like Federation that take and support these measures
on a larger scale, we can push back,” commented
Steinberg during her presentation.
UJF’s Women’s Philanthropy brings together
women from across Stamford, New Canaan and
Darien with the goal of making an impact on the
future of the local community and world. A Lion is a
woman giving a continuing minimum gift of $5,000
annually to the UJF Annual Campaign. Diane Sloyer, UJF interim CEO and a WP Lion, commented,
“The Lion of Judah pin has firmly established itself
as a symbol of commitment to the Jewish worldwide
community. I am proud to be a part of such a caring
and philanthropic Jewish community.”
A Pomegranate is a woman who makes a gift to
the annual campaign of $1,800 or more. One of the
seven fruits named in the Bible, the pomegranate
is called a symbol of Jewish life and commitment.
For more information about UJF, Women’s Philan-

thropy or the Lion and Pomegranate programs,
contact Diane Sloyer at 203-321-1373, ext. 105, or
dianesloyer@ujf.org.

L-r: Charlotte Birnbaum, Edith Samers and Audrey Heller.

Schoke JFS College Ahead!

Schoke Jewish Family Service will hold its annual
program for college bound teens and their parents
to “walk through” the college admissions process on
Tuesday, December 5, at 7:30 pm. College admissions
officers and an educational consultant will discuss
relevant concerns of the college admissions process.
The presentation will be held at the Stamford Jewish
Community Center, 1035 Newfield Ave., at Vine Road.
All are welcome and there is no charge to attend.
For more information, call Schoke JFS College
Consultant Claire Friedlander at 203-921-4161 or
e-mail clairef@ctjfs.org.

Balfour
L-r: UJF past Presidents Shoshana Dweck and Ellen Weber
with Judy Block.

L-r: Wendy Handler (Women’s Philanthropy board member),
Tara Shapiro (WP president) and Robin Madan (WP board
member and co-chair of UJF’s 3SQUARE program).

Continued from page 1

James Balfour wrote the following to Baron Lionel
Walter Rothschild: “His Majesty’s Government views
with favor the establishment in Palestine of a national
home for the Jewish people, and will use their best
endeavors to facilitate the achievement of this object,
it being clearly understood that nothing shall be done
which may prejudice the civil and religious rights
of existing non-Jewish communities in Palestine,
or the rights and political status enjoyed by Jews in
any other country.” The British were anticipating
the defeat of the Ottoman empire and control over
Palestine. With the Versailles Treaty of 1919, Britain
was officially given the mandate to oversee Palestine.
Bayme is also the AJC’s Dorothy and Julius Koppelman Institute for American Jewish-Israel Relations.
He is considered an expert on Jewish family issues,
Jewish education, Israel-Diaspora relations, Jewish
identity and continuity, and intra-Jewish relations.
He holds undergraduate degrees in history from
Yeshiva University, and M.A. and Ph.D. degrees in
Jewish history from Columbia University. He has
lectured across the country and taught at Yeshiva
University, Jewish Theological Seminary, Hebrew
Union College and Queens College. He currently
holds the rank of visiting associate professor of history at the Jewish Theological Seminary. He has been
cited in the media on Jewish communal issues and
was profiled in Lifestyles magazine. Three times he
has been named in the Forward’s annual list of the
top 50 Jewish leaders who “make a difference.” In its
2001 listing, the Forward noted that Bayme “influences
the debate on a variety of issues and has helped steer
his organization into position as the leading address
in the national Jewish discussion.”
The event is free and open to the public, but
registration is required at www.ajc.org/westfair/
balfour100 or by calling AJC at 914-948-5585.

Co-chairs Plan a “Super” Sunday
By Sharon Franklin
On Sunday, December 3, the community will join
together to help raise funds for United Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.
This “Super” Sunday event from 9 am-noon will also
be a morning filled with activities. Co-chairs of the
December fund-raiser are Taly Farber, Stacey Palker
and Shira Nerenberg. “The fall Jewish holidays and
end-of-year giving tend to be a popular time period
when donors like to give their charitable gifts. The
goal of Super Sunday is to raise funds to help those
in need globally and to support local community
agencies and schools. Moving this fund-raising back
to this time period makes sense. We appreciate the
community’s commitment to being a part of Super
Sunday and to help us help those in need,” says Diane
Sloyer, interim executive director of UJF.
Co-chair Farber and her husband, Trevor, have

UJF Dollars
Impact Lives

UJF hosted retired Captain Libby Weiss, who just
finished her service in the Israel Defense Forces as the
head of the North American Media Department and
spokesperson for the IDF. Weiss was born and raised
in Portland, OR, and after graduating college spent a
year in Israel on a long-term program through MASA
(part of the Jewish Agency for Israel and a recipient
of UJF dollars). She served as an Israel Government
Fellow and then made aliyah, and served Israel in the
IDF reaching the rank of captain.
“Libby is a shining example of how UJF dollars can
impact lives in so many ways,” said Nancy Mimoun,
past UJF president and event participant.

Nir Buchler, development officer for the Jewish Agency for
Israel, introduced Captain Libby Weiss.

Tapestry

Continued from page 1

where she teaches at the Charles E. Smith Jewish Day
School in Maryland.
“The Third Reich,” presented by Professor Thomas Childers, will present the story of the Nazi rise to
power as described in Childers’ new book, titled “The
Third Reich: A History of Nazi Germany.” The author
comes to Stamford through a collaboration between
Federation and the Jewish Book Council. Copies of
the book will be available for purchase at the session.
“BDS: What you Need to Know” will be presented
by Zachary Schaffer of the Israel Action Network,
an initiative of the Jewish Federations of North
America, in partnership with the Jewish Council for
Public Affairs. Schaffer will explain what the Boycott
Divestment and Sanctions movement is, including
how its adherents strive to attract followers and the
tactics they use in an attempt to harm the state of
Israel. He will conclude with practical suggestions
for working against this dangerous trend.
Following these sessions, all participants will come
together for dessert and coffee, and a panel discussion with area rabbinic leadership on the subject of
“Making God Real in Your Life.” Rabbi Daniel Cohen
of Congregation Agudath Sholom, Rabbi Joshua
Hammerman of Temple Beth El, Rabbi Eli Kohl of
Young Israel of Stamford and Rabbi Jay TelRav of
Temple Sinai will share their perspectives and insights on this topic in a conversation moderated by
Lauren Steinberg, director of the Jewish Community
Relations Council of UJF.
Nan Gordon, UJF education chair, stated that,
“We look forward to this year’s Tapestry program
providing an engaging and meaningful opportunity
for community learning and togetherness.”
To register online, visit www.ujf.org. For more
information, contact Lauren Steinberg at 203-3211373, ext. 104, or at Lauren@ujf.org.

ÊVisit www.ujf.org,
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been Stamford residents for 10 years, along with
their three children. In the past, Farber has served
on the UJF Young Leadership board and chaired
Federation’s Star of David Alliance monthly giving
program. “I have chaired and been a committee
member for several UJF events. I am excited to chair
Super Sunday because I think it’s a great way to give
back to the community and also I want to support
Federation and all that it does. In this day and age
with uncertain Semitic support, it’s important that
we support our brethren, both locally and internationally. I feel that that’s what Federation does and
that’s why it’s important to give back and help where
we can,” says Farber.
Nerenberg and her husband, Marc, have lived
in Stamford for 14 years, along with their children
Elliot and Evie, third- and first-graders. “I am excited
to work on Super Sunday for UJF. It’s an honor to
be able to help support and bring our community
together through volunteering,” states Nerenberg.
Palker, a co-chair of the last Super Sunday, has lived
in Stamford for almost nine years with her husband,
Todd, and her two children. Besides co-chairing
the last Super Sunday, Palker has served on the UJF
Women’s Philanthropy Spring Dinner and Shalom
Stamford committees – all aspects of the work of UJF.
“I am an active volunteer in my community – at my
temple, my children’s school and at local non-profits.
By giving my time and support to UJF, I am reaching
the community as a whole and making a difference in
the lives of those in need worldwide. I hope to inspire
others to take an active role in an organization that
touches so many,” says Palker.
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L-r: Co-chairs of the upcoming December 3 Super Sunday
event are Shira Nerenberg, Stacey Palker and Taly Farber.
The co-chairs are planning a day that they believe
has something for everyone. Volunteers can make
fund-raising calls, organize pledge cards, stuff envelopes with thank you letters, help with crafts or
take a shift at the tzedakah coin station. Volunteers
who would like to make calls can take an on-site
training session and staff will be present in the call
room to help or answer questions. Teens can catch
up with friends and help raise funds at the teen
calling table. Family friendly activities will also be
present, including face painting, balloon animals,
crafts, counting and wrapping tzedakah coins, and
a PJ Library activity.
For more information about United Jewish Federation and Super Sunday, or to volunteer, go to www.
ujf.org or call 203-321-1373.

UJF Breakfast Briefing: Confronting
BDS

On September 17, Matan Dansker addressed community members at a breakfast briefing sponsored
by United Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford,
New Canaan and Darien. Dansker hails from Jerusalem, Israel, where he is currently a scholar at the
Shalem College, which focuses on Middle East and
Islamic studies, together with humanities. Dansker
is a commander in the IDF, where he served with
distinction during Tzuk Eitan – the war in Gaza two
years ago. Dansker was in the lead group entering
Gaza where he lost seven of his soldiers right at the
outset of the battle. This tragedy was followed by the
loss of his closest childhood friend one day later,
yet he went on to lead his men victoriously and was
decorated for his role.
Despite the weight of his studies, Dansker has
become a global speaker working both to bridge
the gap between Israel and Diaspora communities,
and to confront the challenges of the Boycott, Divestment and Sanctions movement and anti-Israel
campus activism.
Dansker shared personal stories from the army
highlighting the UJF supported Lone Soldier program and NATIV, a program through the Jewish

Matan Dansker, speaker, has shared his experiences in the
fight against BDS throughout campuses in the U.S. and
across the world.
Agency that helps with conversion through the Israel
Defense Forces, which is also supported by UJF. Dansker has visited many U.S. campuses and shared the
importance of educating about the positive impact
Israel is making on the world.

At right: Matan Dansker
addressed the audience at
the UJF Breakfast Briefing.

facebook.com/stamfordFederation, or tweet UJF at ujfstamford
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By Sandy Golove
To submit information to Bits and
Pieces, call 203-9129945, or e-mail me at
sandy@ujf.org.
Mazel Tov
MAZEL TOV TO
GROWING FAMILIES
Jessica and Benjamin Berger on the
birth of a daughter; grandparents are
Dina and Paul Berger.
Maruja and Allon Ivri on the birth
of a daughter.
Jill Shiffman Sax and Alex Sax on
the birth of a son, Andrew Ryan Sax;
grandparents are Claire and Don Brenner, Harriet and Chuck Sax, and Barb
and Ted Shiffman.
Irene and Jake Sherman on the
birth of a son, Ryder Jonah Sherman;
grandparents are Nancy Beren, Larry
Jefferson and Stephanie and Bob
Sherman; great-grandparents are
Robert Beren and Betty and Dick
Sherman.
Alisa and Jeremy Weisser on the
birth of a son.
MAZEL TOV
Ricky Arbron and Tom Arbron on
the marriage of their daughter, Alyson
Arbron, to Larry Vengoechea, son of
Esperanza and Larry Vengoechea.
Bi-Cultural Day School on its selection as a 2017 National Blue Ribbon
School by the U.S. Department of
Education.
Ronnie Falkenburg and Gary Lilien
on their engagement.
Helen Felder on the engagement
of her daughter, Samantha Felder, to
Emry Hadad, son of Mazal and Victor
Hadad of Tarzana, CA.
Aviva Fistel and Andy Bloom on their
engagement.
Bruria Lieberman and Ari and Rica
Lieberman on the engagement of their
daughter, Daniella Lieberman, to David
Neifeld, son of Lucy and Clive Neifeld
of London, England; grandmother is
Yospa Lieberman.
Janice and Jake Meyer on the marriage of their son, Jordan Meyer, to
Jenna Wallshein, daughter of Allison
and Cliff Wallshein of New York.
Bruce Miller, son of Stan Miller, for
winning two Emmys for writing and
producing “The Handmaid’s Tale.”

bits and pieces

Karen and Gary Neems on the marriage of their son, Matthew Neems, to
Michelle Coquelin.
Lori and Stuart Ratner on the engagement of their son, David Ratner,
to Yana Mitelman, daughter of Dina
and Yuly Mitelman of Stony Brook, NY.
Erica Santiago and Robert Quamily
on their marriage.
Barbara Smith Soroca on her retirement as CEO and president of the
Stamford Symphony.
Sandi and Stuart Waldstreicher on
the engagement of their son, Brad
Waldstreicher, to Annie Zagha, daughter of Alissa and Sammy Zagha of
Teaneck, NJ.
Vivian Weiss and Howard Weiss on
the engagement of their son, Daniel
Weiss, to Cheryl Spigler, daughter of
Marcy and Manny Spigler of Philadelphia, PA.
MAZEL TOV TO B’NAI MITZVAH
Celia Baer, daughter of Beth and
Raymond Baer.
Aaron Eben, son of David and Alix
Eben.
Samantha Laichtman, daughter of
Ellen and Arthur Laichtman.
Kevin Murace, son of Cami and
Vincent Murace.
Samantha Rosano, daughter of
Sharon and Richard Rosano.
Gil Vadel, son of Shira and Ofer
Vadel.
CONDOLENCES
Jimmy Baum, Vivian Kling and Gail
Sheriff on the loss of their father; and
Andrea Lefkovits on the loss of her
grandfather, Seymour Baum.
Larry Berger on the loss of his brother, Martin Berger.
Shani Cohen and Audrey Wagshul on
the loss of their father, Marshall Cohen.
Rita Edelston on the loss of her
brother, Max Knoller.
Melissa Gluck on the loss of her
father, Julius Gluck.
David Harrison on the loss of his
mother, Ethel Harrison.
Jim Koplik, Emily Koplik and Jeremy
Koplik on the loss of his wife and their
mother, Andie Koplik.
Pauline Ladds, Leslee Cynthia
Arundhati, Marla Jeanne Ladds, Brian
Jeffery Ladds and Joshua Aaron HawksLadds on the loss of her husband and
their father, Arthur Ladds.

UJF Tribute Cards are a wonderful way to connect with your
family and friends and mark any occasion while supporting the
extraordinary work of UJF. To send a tribute, go to www.ujf.org.

David Marantz on the loss of his
father, Nathan Marantz.
Chris Maroc on the loss of his husband, Audrey Heimler on the loss of
her son, Michael Heimler and Rachel
Heimler on the loss of their father, Jodi
Heimler on the loss of her ex-husband,
and Randy Heimler, Robert Heimler
and Ronald Heimler on the loss of
their brother, Richard Heimler.
Janice Meyer on the loss of her father, Paul Levi.

Esther Rein on the loss of her father,
Leon Gleicher.
Amy Ritell on the loss of her grandmother, Dorothy Chasen.
Solomon Rose on the loss of his
father, Stanley Rose.
Micki Sherer on the loss of her
daughter and Donnie Sherer and
on the loss of his sister, Lois Sherer
Levine.
Gloria Simon on the loss of her
mother, Doris Metz.

new around town

Jessie Katz – United Jewish Federation, Director of UJF
Kuriansky Teen Tzedakah Corps

The United Jewish Federation of Stamford, New Canaan and Darien welcomes Jessie Katz as director of the
sixth cohort of the Kuriansky Teen Tzedakah Corps, a
UJF program that trains local teens to incorporate philanthropy in their lives. Katz, along with her husband Ilan
and daughter Eliana, moved to Stamford this past June
from Manhattan.
Katz studied family and human development at Arizona
State University and holds a master’s degree in social work
from New York University. Her professional experiences
span education, fund-raising, marketing and event planning, but Katz said she is most proud of her philanthropJessie Katz
ic work as a lay leader and community organizer. Most
recently, Katz worked in the financial resource development department at
Hazon, where she wrote grants, managed the annual gala and directed the New
York Ride and Retreat. In 2014, Katz founded Celebrate with Jessie, an event
consulting firm, and has since directed more than 50 weddings, non-profit
galas, community fund-raisers and professional conferences.
“We are grateful to the generosity of the Kuriansky Foundation for funding
such a worthwhile program and for enabling us to hire someone of Jessie’s
talent,” said Diane Sloyer, interim executive director of UJF.
Katz said she is dedicated to making the world healthier and more sustainable, and believes the foundation for doing this is philanthropy and education.
When she’s not teaching or coordinating events, Katz enjoys matchmaking,
cooking, pottery, yoga, softball, Boston sport and eating foods from around
the world.
If you are a high school teen (or have one), Katz can be reached at jessie@
ujf.org or by leaving a message for her at the UJF office, 203-321-1373.

Lois Meyer, LMSW – Schoke Jewish Family Service, Case
Manager

Schoke Jewish Family Service has recently appointed
Lois Meyer, LMSW, as a case manager working with
Rebekah Kanefsky, case management. She will be assisting with the Schoke JFS programs that reach out
to those in the community who need the assistance of
basic human needs.
A graduate of Fordham University Graduate School
of Social Service, Meyer worked as an intern at Family
Centers in Darien, first supporting and then administering The Den for Grieving Kids Program. She then moved
into a position as an individual clinician.
She and her husband live locally and have four young Lois Meyer, LMSW
adult daughters.
“I’m impressed with the breadth of services offered and the commitment to
helping others here at Schoke JFS,” says Meyer. “I’m so pleased to be joining
the staff in their effort!”

words of torah

Must be the Season of the Witch
By Rabbi Tzvi Bernstein
Witches, warlocks and demons are
all the rage this time of year, which may
have you wondering, what is the Torah’s
perspective on the occult?
“You shall not allow a sorcerer to
live.” (Exodus 22:17)
“For you are coming into a land
that God is granting to you; do not
learn the ways of the abominations
of the native people. There shall not
be found amongst you... a sorcerer,
soothsayer or engager of witchcraft...
or one who calls up the dead. For it is
an abomination before God.” (Deuteronomy. 18:9-12)
Why is the pursuit of the occult so
deplorable? In the context of Torah
presentation, it is associated with
idolatry. The assumption behind
sorcery and witchcraft is that there
are supernatural forces that can be
summoned by man for his own purposes. Crazy, right? Yes, according
to Maimonides, who refers to these
practices as “falsehood and lies” (Laws

of Idolatry 11:16). According to Nachmanides – not so fast. In reference
to such practices, he states, although
God created a world that operates by
fixed forces of nature, “it was [also]
one of His great wonders that He
placed within the upper realms alternate ways and forces by which one
might change the governance of the
realms beneath them” (Commentary
to Deuteronomy 18:9). According to
Nachmanides, God created powers
that exist independent of the forces
of nature and, to the extent that they
can indeed subvert nature, “it is proper
that the Torah prohibit their use so
that the world will be left to its normal
function and its natural state, which
is the desire of the Creator.”
So when your doorbell rings on
Halloween, how afraid you should be
to open it might depend on whether
you follow the view of Maimonides or
Nachmanides.
Rabbi Tzvi Bernstein is the dean of BiCultural Day School.
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Friendship Circle’s Friendship Day and Walk

L-r: Friendship Day and Walk participants
Dr. Tanya Barton-Radin (Friendship Circle
board member), Jennifer Fertig, Roger Lob
(Friendship Circle board member), Dr. David
Radin and David Wayne (Friendship Circle
board chair).

Nearly 800 people participated in
Friendship Circle’s Friendship Day and
Walk at Westhill High School on October 1, helping raise funds to support
individuals with special needs.
The Friendship Circle provided
activities, caricatures, face painting, balloon animals, games, and a show by the
Zuzu African Acrobats, previously seen
on America’s Got Talent. The highlight
for many attendees were the various
activity booths, which were run by the
following participating organizations:
BBYO, Bi-Cultural Day School, Carmel Academy, Chabad of Greenwich,
Chabad of Fairfield, Chabad of Westport, Jewish Community Center, Jewish
High School of Connecticut, Schoke
Jewish Family Service and United Jewish
Federation and PJ Library.
The mission of the Friendship Circle
is to bridge the gap between special
needs and typical youth through shared
experience, to empower special needs
youth with the skills they need to live a

productive and independent adult life,
to give parents and families respite and
to nurture a sense of awareness and
communal responsibility in local teens.
For more information on the
Friendship Circle, visit www.FriendshipCT.com, or call Malya Shmotkin,
Friendship Circle executive director,
at 203-409-1543.
At right: Mary Jane Wilson and Dovie
Zucker enjoyed the Friendship Day and
Walk. United Jewish Federation was among
the many area organizations participating
in the event. UJF hosted a PJ Library crafts
table, where picture frames and visors were
created by participants.

Carmel Academy Offers Pilot
Friendship Circle Elective
On a recent afternoon, a group
of Carmel Academy middle school
students sat in a circle, holding clementines. Chana Hellinger had just
handed out the sweet fruit and asked
each student to describe what they held
in their hands.

One student said “bumpy”; another
said “smooth.” One student said the
small orange smelled sweet and another
said it had some nicks in the skin. Once
each student had described their small
orange, Hellinger asked the students to

At right: Carmel Academy eighthgraders Talia Siegel Moss, Maya
Fogel, Annabelle Raz and Ela
Dynner held candles as part of
an activity that reinforced the
concepts of love and kindness in
their Friendship Circle course that
is being offered as an elective at
the school.
The start line of the Friendship Circle Walk on the Westhill High School track.

ÊVisit www.ujf.org,
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Kotel, Conversion Moshe, Aaron and Miriam:
and Marriage
Paradigms of Leadership
On Friday, December 1, Rabbi Uri Regev will speak
at Temple Beth El in Stamford following Kabbalat
Shabbat services, which will begin at 7:30 pm. Rabbi
Regev is a leader and advocate of religious liberty
and the liberal movements of Judaism in his native
Israel and around the world. His topic will be “Kotel,
Conversion and Marriage: What are the Effects of
the Latest Conflicts on Israel/Diaspora Relations.”
Rabbi Regev currently serves
as the president and CEO of a
new educational and advocacy
Israel-Diaspora partnership,
Freedom of Religion for Israel, and its Israeli counterpart,
Hiddush – For Freedom of Religion and Equality. Previously,
he was president of the World
Union for Progressive Judaism,
a global umbrella organization
of the Progressive, Reform,
Liberal and Reconstructionist
Rabbi Uri Regev
movements serving more than
1,200 congregations and communities in 42 countries
on six continents.
The public is invited. The program is part of TBE’s
ongoing Kabbalat Shabbat speaker series. For further
information, contact Mindy Rogoff at office@tbe.org
or call 203-322-6901, ext. 300.

Friday Night Live
is Back!

By Taly Farber
Chabad of Stamford will host for the third year its
community program called Friday Night Live! The
program will encompass five Friday Nights, starting
on Friday, November 3. Friday Night Live is a Shabbat
experience catering to children, families, singles,
couples, old and young.
Says Chabad of Stamford Co-director Leah Shemtov, “Friday Night Live is a great way to start the
Shabbat and get into the Shabbat spirit. It’s a short,
sweet and spirited service, with a simultaneous kids’
service followed by a smashing kiddush.”
Each Friday Night Live will entail a Kabbalat Shabbat or welcoming of Shabbat with songs that seek to
warm the soul, a children’s program encompassing
kids’ entertainment and raffle prizes, service and
snacks, and a themed kiddush, starting with “Sushi
and Scotch” on November 3 from 5:30-7 pm, and
followed by “Latkes, Babkes and Beer” on December
15 from 4:30-6 pm with a menorah lighting.
Says Rabbi Moshe Shemtov, “These Friday nights
were started in honor of the hakhel year, but the
idea of promoting Jewish unity and gatherings does
not only have to occur during the hakhel year, and,
in that vein, we have continued our Friday Night
Live program.”
The hakhel year is a year to promote Jewish unity
through gathering and learning. In this vein, Chabad
of Stamford extends the invitation to everyone to
attend Friday Night Live. There is no charge for the
event and all are welcome. Sponsorship is available.
For more information, contact programs@
stamfordchabad.org.

Shred Day at Schoke JFS

Want to securely dispose of credit cards, passports,
bills, invoices, checks, statements or other personal,
confidential papers, or have stacks of boxes filled with
private papers to dispose of? Schoke Jewish Family
Service will host a shredding day on Sunday, November 12, from 8-11 am, at the Stamford office, 733
Summer St., in the parking lot behind the building.
There will be no cost for the disposal. Just bring
kosher non-perishable food items, toiletries, grocery
gift cards or a donation to the Schoke JFS Kosher
Food Pantry. Visit the website at www.ctjfs.org for a
list of suggested items.
This event is sponsored by Michael Alexander,
Plaza Realty and Fred Springer.

Please support our advertisers,
and tell them you saw their ad
here
in

By Michael Feldstein
Shani Taragin, an instructor
at Midreshet Lindenbaum in
Israel, will be making an appearance in the United States on
Monday, November 6, at 8 pm,
when she visits Congregation
Agudath Sholom in Stamford
to lead a study session.
The topic for her presentation is “Moshe, Aaron, and Miriam: The Dynamic Duo and Trio,
Paradigms of Complementary
Shani Taragin
Leadership.”
The program is being sponsored by Men’s Adult Learning Trip participants,
who heard Taragin give a Tanach (Hebrew Bible)
tour as part of the group’s bi-annual Torah learning
trip to Israel.

“Shani is a wonderful teacher, and a recognized
scholar throughout the world. We are grateful to
be able to bring her to our community so more of
the folks who live in Stamford can hear her give a
class,” said Rabbi Daniel Cohen, spiritual leader of
Congregation Agudath Sholom and a participant in
the MALT trip.
Taragin completed her B.A. and M.A. in Tanach and
Talmud at Bar-Ilan University. She is currently pursuing
her Ph.D in Tanach, and also teaches collegiates and
adults at MaTaN, Migdal Oz, Shaalvim for Women and
the Women’s Beit Medrash in Efrat. She is said to bring
Tanach to life as she leads Tanach tiyulim throughout
the country. Taragin is a graduate of Nishmat’s Keren
Ariel Program for certification as a halachic advisor in
issues of family purity law. She lectures throughout
Israel and serves on the local religious council dealing
with issues of Jewish law and education.
The program is free and open to the entire community.

Chanukah Day of Learning at
Agudath Sholom
By Michael Feldstein
Rabbi Sacks is the author of 20 books on
Rabbi Yonason Sacks, the head of the
Jewish law, and descends from a long line
yeshiva program at Lander College for Men
of rabbinic personalities. His great-grandfain New York, will be the featured speaker
ther, Rabbi Zvi Pesach Frank, served as chief
at a Chanukah Day of Learning, to be held
rabbi of Jerusalem for more than 50 years.
on Sunday, December 17, at Congregation
His grandfather, Rabbi Menachem Sacks,
Agudath Sholom.
was a leader of Jewish education in Chicago
The program will begin with a light
for nearly six decades, and his father, Rabbi
breakfast at 9:30 am. At 10 am, Rabbi
Louis L. Sacks, was the rabbi of Congregation
Sacks will give the first of his two classes,
Anshe Emunah in Delray Beach, FL.
“The Light of the Chanukah Candle vs.
For the last quarter century, Rabbi Sacks
The Light of the Shabbat Candle.” At 11
has been a figure in advanced Torah eduam, Rabbi Sacks will deliver his second and Rabbi Yonason Sacks cation. For 18 years, he was a rosh yeshiva at
final presentation, “The Proper Time for Lighting Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological Seminary at YeshiChanukah Candles.”
va University, where he was ordained and awarded
“We are incredibly privileged to be able to host an advanced rabbinic ordination. He has been the
Rabbi Sacks in our community,” said Rabbi Daniel rabbi of Agudas Yisroel Bircas Yaakov in Passaic, NJ,
Cohen, spiritual leader of Congregation Agudath for more than 20 years.
Sholom. “He is one of the leading scholars in the
Admission to the program is free and the entire
yeshiva world today.”
community is welcome.

remembering times past

In Memoriam: Samuel N. Tresser (1897-1918)
By Larry Ginsberg
In Plot A Row 15 Grave 14 of the Oise-Aisne American Cemetery, Seringes-et-Nesles, France, amidst a
sea of mostly white crosses dedicated to American
soldiers who made the supreme sacrifice of dying
for their country during World War I, stands a white
Star of David. The white star commemorates the
final resting place of Private Samuel N. Tresser, a
Jewish native of Stamford, CT, killed in action south
of Fismes, France, during the battle of Saint-Mihiel
on August 24, 1918.
World War I was not a popular war. U.S. President
Woodrow Wilson campaigned in the election of 1916
employing the slogan, “He kept us out of the war.”
The United States finally entered the war in April
1917 against Germany following the German policy
of unrestricted submarine warfare against neutral
nations trading with Great Britain and France, and
the Zimmermann Telegram, a January 1917 message from Germany to Mexico offering land in the
Western U.S. if Mexico would declare war on the
United States. About 1.2 million American military
personnel participated in World War I. There were
approximately 53,402 battle deaths amongst U.S.
military personnel.
Two other Jewish servicemen from Stamford died
during the war. Private David Wagner lost his life
on February 5, 1918, when his transport was sunk
by a German U-boat. Private Samuel Levine died of
pneumonia in France on October 28, 1918.
Private Tresser, the son of Bella Sandhaus and
Morris Tresser, was born in Austria on March 6,
1897. His family immigrated to the US and settled in
Stamford, CT. Morris Tresser was a garment presser
at the United Dress Manufacturing Co. in Stamford.
Samuel Tresser’s brother, Michael Tresser, also a
World War I veteran, served the local community as
a Republican member of the Board of Representatives. Samuel Tresser worked as a mule wagon driver
for the Adams Express Co. Samuel enlisted in the
7th Company, Connecticut Coastal Artillery National

The commemorative bronze plaque noting that Tresser
Boulevard was dedicated on January 6, 1974, and named
in memory of Private Samuel N. Tresser.
Guard on May 13, 1915, which became Battery D,
56th Coast Artillery Company when federalized. He
trained and fought with his company until his death
on August 24, 1918.
In October 1972, an ordinance was passed renaming Willow Street after Private Tresser, hence
Tresser Boulevard. Tresser Boulevard was dedicated
on January 6, 1974, and a commemorative bronze
plaque was placed in the center of the road. The
plaque was later relocated near the front of the
Stamford Advocate building.
On September 27, 2012, Mayor Michael Pavia
rededicated Tresser Boulevard to its namesake and
unveiled the refurbished commemorative plaque,
which was placed outside the government center.
Mayor Pavia stated: “We’re here because of a task designated to us by Abraham Lincoln to remember those
who sacrificed their lives,” and further, “It’s a day we
take time to remember Samuel Tresser did that and
humbly remember those who died for our nation.”
May we always remember those who made the
supreme sacrifice while serving our country.
Larry Ginsberg is a board member of the Jewish Historical
Society of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.
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Center Women Hosts Annual Gift Show
The Center Women of the Jewish
Community Center of Stamford will
present its annual gift show on Thursday, November 30, from 5:30-9:30 pm,
at the JCC. Vendors from past years will
return, along with many new vendors
offering gifts, hand-crafted jewelry,
Judaica, clothing and more.
Childcare will also be available, with
the staff of the JCC’s youth department
offering pizza and a movie for children
for a nominal fee.
The event raises funds for JumpStart,
the JCC’s therapeutic early-childhood
classroom experience for 2-4-year-olds
with special needs. The only program of
its kind in the Greater Fairfield County
area, JumpStart follows the pattern of a

typical nursery school classroom, offering social and educational experiences
in a group setting. Each vendor’s table
fees will benefit JumpStart, as well as
the JCC’s other inclusion programs.
The suggested admission for the
event is $5. Parking is free and there
will also be free offsite overflow parking. The Jewish Community Center is
located at 1035 Newfield Ave., at the intersection of Vine Road, Stamford. For
more information, visit stamfordjcc.org
or contact Nancy Schiffman at 203-4870941 or nschiffman@stamfordjcc.org.
The Jewish Community Center of
Stamford is a recipient agency of United
Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New
Canaan and Darien.
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Shoppers browsed the aisles at last year’s Center Women Gift Show. This year’s show will
be held on November 30.

Back in the Swing

The Reading Partners 2017-2018 Kickoff, at the end of September, welcomed almost 70
new and seasoned volunteers for another school year. Sarah Santasiero and Stacey Wood,
reading specialists from the Julia A Stark school, delivered a presentation at the Jewish
Community Center for Reading Partners volunteers. Shown standing is Santasiero, who
led the first day of training at the JCC.

Secrets

The second day of training was hosted by the Stillmeadow Elementary School. Iuliana
Roata, administrative intern, and Jennifer Grant, reading specialist, gave volunteers new
games and ideas to implement when reading with the students. Shown are new volunteers
for this year at Stillmeadow Elementary School during the training session. In October,
almost 100 volunteers were expected to branch out to their assigned schools and afterschool
programs. Front row (l-r): Lisa Tyson, Betsy Gordon, Gail Hoffman and Modesta Murphy.
Back row (l-r): Gerald Lessuk, Abbey Smoler and Lewis Gediman.
Continued from page 1

book, “The First Love Story:
Adam, Eve and Us,” and one of
his most widely read self-help
books, “The Secrets of Happy
Families.” Feiler has written
for numerous publications,
including The New Yorker, The
New York Times Magazine and
Gourmet. He is also a frequent
contributor to National Public
Radio, CNN and Fox News.
The books’ life lesson take“The Secrets of
aways reflect the principles
Happy
Families”
Schoke JFS follows while ascover
sisting families, individuals,
couples and those who require assistance in the
local community.
Schoke JFS asked Bruce Feiler to answer a few
questions.
In writing about one of the oldest and most wellknown stories of the Bible, what do you think is the
most overlooked life lesson of the tale? The most
misunderstood?
That’s easy: Love is a story we tell with another
person. It’s co-creation through co-narration. I had
never seen it so clearly before working on Adam and
Eve. Piaget coined the phrase “collective monologue”
to describe how preschoolers play, meaning they
gather together but talk only to themselves. Love is
the opposite of this. It’s “collective dialogue.”
I talked to specialists in resilience, in mending
breaches, in getting over the loss of a child (which
Adam and Eve experience) and they all taught me the
same thing: At each turn or setback in a relationship,
the most successful partners write a new chapter in
their shared story. Adam and Eve must figure this
out for themselves. Theirs is the first joint byline and
we’re all still doing the same.
Can you outline what are the top secrets to a happy
family? What makes each of them a secret?
High-functioning families have three things in
common: They adapt all the time; they talk a lot;
they go out and play. These ideas sound simple, but
they’re surprisingly hard to remember when we’re
all in the brunt of our day-to-day lives.

ÊVisit www.ujf.org,

Can you share a theme of both books that speaks to
the relationships we should foster in our personal life?
Our lives are not linear. They are oscillating, with
waves of good and bad, often happening simultaneously. We make our own stories, our own meaning,
our own happiness.
Prior to the lecture at the library, a patrons’ reception will be held for a group of donors to thank

them for their support. To learn how to become a
Schoke JFS patron, contact Lisa Rich, donor relations coordinator, at 203-921-4161 or lrich@ctjfs.
org. More information on Schoke JFS is available
at www.ctjfs.org.
Schoke Jewish Family Service is a recipient agency of
United Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan
and Darien.

facebook.com/stamfordFederation, or tweet UJF at ujfstamford
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Luncheon in the Sukkah

On October 10, Jewish Women Connected of Chabad of Stamford held its annual Women’s
Luncheon in the Sukkah. Leah Shemtov (standing), co-director of Chabad of Stamford,
led the recitation of tehillim before the meal.

BBG in the Sukkah

On October 2, Tikvah BBG, the Stamford girls chapter of BBYO, had a festive potluck
dinner in Temple Beth El’s sukkah. Front row (kneeling): Sarah Bernstein, Shira Cohen,
Zoe Jaffe-Berkowitz, Ray Deutsch, Sara Gatz, Rachel Plotzky, Evie Wolpo and Olivia
Berni. To the right of front row, crouching: Advisor Jordyn Linsk and Advisor Phoebe
Wapnitsky. Next row: Cassie Culhane, Ruthie Price, Charlie Schwartz, Micayla Roth,
Morgana Knopoff, Sydney Eben, Ashley Shapiro, Jocelyn Lister, Mara Teich, Sydnie Lesser,
Jessica Nirschel, Noa Brudny and Emma Goldberg. Second to top row: Tamar Frydman,
Jayden Lesser, Hailey Trell and Sydney Greenburg. Top row: Marissa Young, Charlotte
Freund, Leah Brill, Chaya Banschick and Hannah MacDonald.

Elective

L-r: Marilyn Schwartz, Mona Kubli, Leah Shemtov, Marcia Mellett and Rita Yellen
enjoyed the lunch.

CHANUKAH

Deadline:
November 10
(December issue)

Once again this year, The New Jewish Voice is inviting its
readers and local organizations to extend New Year’s greetings to the community by purchasing a New Year’s greeting
ad, which will appear in our Decemberber issue.
You may choose from the designs, messages and sizes shown here - more are available. You may also choose your
own message, as long as it fits into the space of the greeting you select. (Custom designs available upon request.) The
price of the small greeting is $18 (styles E and F), the medium one is $36 (style A and D) and the largest one (style G,
not shown) is $72.
To ensure that your greeting is published or for more information on additional styles, sizes & designs, please
contact Bonnie Rozen at 1-800-779-7896, ext. 244 or bonnie@thereportergroup.org. Checks can be made payable to
The New Jewish Voice, and sent to: The New Jewish Voice, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850

Wishing you a Happy Chanukah
light • peace • love

Style A - $36 • Actual Size: 3.22” x 1.975”

May the lights
of Chanukah
shine in
your hearts
forever

Your Name(s)

Your name(s)

CHANUKAH
Deadline: November 10 (December issue)

Name________________________________________________________

Style D - $36
Actual Size: 3.22” x 1.975”

Warm Chanukah wishes to
you and
your family!

Address______________________________________________________
City_________________________________________________________
State__________ Zip________________ Phone_______________________
Greeting Style_________________________________________________
Message______________________________________________________
____________________________________________________________
How you would like it signed_____________________________________
____________________________________________________________

Your Name(s)
Style E - $18
Actual Size:
1.5278” x 1.975”

____________________________________________________________

We accept r Visa r Mastercard r American Express r Discover
Print Name on Card____________________________________________
Card Number_________________________________________________
Expiration Date________________________________________________
Address, City, State, Zip (Registered billing address of card) _________________
____________________________________________________________
Checks can be made payable to
The New Jewish Voice,
500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850.

Style F - $18
Actual Size:
1.5278” x 1.975”

peel the clementine and squeeze the
inner flesh into a cup. The end result
was a small cup of juice.
“Just like these clementines, we all
look different, but at the end of the day
the juice that comes out is the same.
We all may be different, but we all have
the same insides, the same heart and
soul,” said Hellinger, who works as a coordinator for The Friendship Circle, an
organization that brings special needs
and typical youth together through
shared experiences.
Hellinger visits Carmel Academy
each week to teach an elective middle
school Friendship Circle course. She
has taught a similar class to high school
students in Fairfield, and is piloting
the class in a middle school setting
at Carmel.
The 12-week course, which meets
Tuesday afternoons, teaches the students about various disabilities to increase their awareness, and ultimately
helps the young teens become more
understanding so they better relate
to peers who are different. For example, Hellinger said, the class recently
watched a video about autism that
featured 10 things that a child with
autism wishes others would know. The

Continued from page 7

class learned how some people with
autism can be bothered by loud noises
or bright lights.
“One of my goals is to help make
the students more aware of what makes
people different and why, and how to
be respectful of that,” Hellinger said.
Throughout the course, Carmel’s
students also participate in hands-on
activities that reinforce lessons of acceptance, inclusiveness and helping
others. The idea, Hellinger said, is for
the students to see that children with
special needs are not different and have
the same interests, hopes and dreams
as them. The end result, she said, can
lead to “beautiful friendships.”
“We are thrilled to be offering this
class as a middle school elective,” said
Carmel Principal Rebecca Hammerman. “The course teaches important
values about treating anyone – regardless of ability – with kindness and compassion. The course certainly supports
our mission as a school community,
and is teaching our students lessons
they will take with them to high school
and beyond.”
Carmel Academy is a recipient agency
of United Jewish Federation of Greater
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

Welcoming the Stranger
On October 2, United Jewish Federation’s Jewish Community Relations
Council partnered with Building One
Community, an immigrant services
organization, and the Interfaith Council of Southwestern Connecticut for
a forum on immigration and Sukkot
titled “Welcoming the Stranger: Past
and Present.” The event provided insights into what those assembled could
do to help welcome immigrants in the
local community and strengthened the
bonds between the Jewish community,
interfaith community and immigrant
communities in Stamford.

Lauren Steinberg, director of the
JCRC, introduced the program, explaining the connections between the
holiday of Sukkot, welcoming strangers and the temporality of permanent
shelters. Following the introduction,
Marina Sapir spoke about her experience as a Soviet Jewish immigrant who
came to Stamford in the early 1990s,
and Debby Goldberg, who sits on the
JCRC committee, spoke about her work
assisting Soviet immigrants in the 1990s.
The conversation then shifted to the
present. Catalina Samper-Horak, executive director of Building One Com-

Supper and Song Dance Party

On Wednesday, November 15, at 5:30 pm, The Jewish Community Center
will host a Supper and Song Dance party with entertainers Jay and Ray. The
evening is tailored to young children ages 1-8 and their siblings.
Pizza will be served to children and adults. Tickets cost $13 if registered before
Thursday, November 9, and $15 beginning November 9; for JCC members, the
cost is $10 before November 9 and $12 beginning November 9.
Those interested in attending should register at stamfordjcc.org. For more information, contact Allison Murphy at 203-487-0980 or amurphy@stamfordjcc.org.

“A Day in the Life” at Bi-Cultural

On Sunday morning, November 5, Bi-Cultural Day School invites parents to
glimpse “A Day in the Life” of early childhood students during the school’s open
house that will begin at 10 am, followed by lunch and the first-ever Stamford
Fall Festival. The event will be held at the Bi-Cultural campus ast 2186 High
Ridge Rd., Stamford.
Focusing on Bi-Cultural’s early childhood program, the open house will showcase the school’s interdisciplinary, dual-language, STEAM curriculum. Parents
will watch early childhood teachers in action as they give mini-lessons to groups
of students, as well as visit the early childhood center’s new Makerspace Jr. The
first of its kind in Connecticut, Makerspace Jr. is an activity-filled area intended
to stimulate learning and foster creativity among the littlest learners. The idea
for Makerspace Jr. grew out of the success of Bi-Cultural’s Makerspace for upper
grade students, which was introduced in 2016.
Following the open house, families are invited to enjoy lunch at the Stamford
Fall Festival, to be held outdoors on the school’s campus. Intended to showcase
the Stamford Jewish community, the festival will feature several local vendors
offering an assortment of foods and family-friendly activities.
For more information, contact Denise Rafailov, director of admission, at
203.329-2186 or DRafailov@bcds.org.
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munity, introduced a young Honduran
immigrant named Michael Hernandez,
who told his story of coming to the U.S.
alone at the age of 10, his success in the

Stamford public schools and his path
toward receiving a green card. Pastor
Mark Lingle of the Interfaith Council
concluded the event.

Participants at the “Welcoming the Stranger” event, held at Building One Community
on Selleck Street in Stamford, listened to Debby Goldberg (fourth from left) of UJF’s JCRC
share her past experiences welcoming immigrants.

Young JCC Students Collect Thanksgiving Turkeys

JCC early childhood programs KinderPlace and JumpStart will hold their
annual Turkey Drive on Sunday, November 19, from 8-11 am. Everyone in the
community is urged to share Thanksgiving dinner with those who otherwise
would go without by donating a turkey and fixings, which will be distributed by
the Food Bank of Lower Fairfield County.
Those donating are asked to drop off food at the JCC on November 19 before
11 am. Gift cards to area supermarkets can be dropped off at any time. The JCC
is located at 1035 Newfield Ave., at the intersection of Vine Road, Stamford.
For more information, contact Liz Gebert at 203-487-0968 or lgebert@
stamfordjcc.org.

Financial Fitness Workshop

Schoke Jewish Family Service, in partnership with LifeBridge Community
Services and the Federation of Jewish Philanthropy, will present an educational
workshop designed to enlighten and empower personal financial knowledge.
Deborah Johnson, VP of the National Community Reinvestment and Community Partnership team at JPMorgan Chase, will conduct the session on Tuesday,
November 11, at 7 pm. The workshop will be presented at the Jewish Senior
Services Harry and Jeanette Weinberg Campus, 4200 Park Ave., Suite 300,
Bridgeport. The public is welcome to attend at no cost.
This session will focus on “Preventing Identity Theft.” To register, contact
Rebekah Kanefsky, Schoke JFS Case Management, by Friday, November 3, at
203-921-4161 or e-mail rkanefsky@ctjfs.org.

Carmel Academy Discovery Day

Carmel Academy welcomes prospective families to attend one of its three
Discovery Day programs at the school’s 270 Lake Ave. campus in Greenwich.
Discovery Days will take place on Monday, October 9; Friday, October 20; and
Sunday, November 19, from 9:30-11:30 am. Discovery Days are an opportunity
to see Carmel Academy’s learning in action. Visitors will learn about Carmel’s
forward-thinking educational philosophy, take a brief campus tour of the 17acre campus, and visit the school’s new early childhood wing. Visitors will have
a chance to meet with faculty, school leadership, parents, students and alumni.
Celebrating its 20th year, Carmel Academy is accredited as a school of excellence by the Connecticut Association of Independent schools. Serving children
from transitional kindergarten through eighth grade, Carmel Academy’s central
location attracts families from throughout Fairfield and Westchester counties,
Riverdale and New York City.
Discovery Day space is limited and RSVPs are required. Contact Director of
Admissions Ella Shteingart at ella@carmelacademy.com or 203-983-3503.

ÊVisit www.ujf.org,
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Bi-Cultural Paints the Town with a Positive Message
By Judie Jacobson
What happens when you mix together a little bit
of paint with a lot of love? According to the members
of the class of 2018 at Bi-Cultural Day School, you
come up with a formula for spreading a plow-full of
positive energy and warm feelings throughout the
community – in other words, you make a difference.
The Bi-Cultural students learned that lesson recently, when middle-school teacher Adrianne Robinson heard about “Paint the Plow,” a community

L-r: BCDS eighth-graders Drew Leferman, P.J. Jelen, Emily
Seligson, Rachel Offir and Avi Gordon showed off their
plow, painted with the work “unity.”

Testing Static
Equilibrium

outreach program in which students paint their town’s
snow plows with original artwork. Among several
other schools around the country – though none
in Connecticut– the project had been successfully
implemented at Curwensville Area High School in
Curwensville, PA, where Robinson had attended
high school.
Robinson came up with an idea to redesign the
project to foster friendship and goodwill throughout
the Stamford community. She contacted the Connecticut Department of Transportation and before
you could say “snow storm,” four plow blades were
headed for delivery to the Stamford day school to
be painted by members of the class of 2018. The
project made Bi-Cultural Day School the first “Paint
the Plow” school in the state.
Before the plows arrived, the students said they gave
thoughtful consideration to the messages they wished
to spread around town. Dividing into groups during
the students’ leadership training program – an annual
part of the Bi-Cultural eighth-grade curriculum – the
students brainstormed one-word messages they felt
were important to share with the community. Then, on
a recent Sunday, they got together on the Bi-Cultural
campus and painted four snow plows with messages of
“humanity,” “kindness,””equality” and “unity.”

Says Robinson, “At BCDS we are known for
‘teaching minds and reaching hearts.’ This was one
small way to do just that and have a big impact on
our community.”
Bi-Cultural Day School is a recipient agency of United
Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and
Darien.

Watch the Garden Grow
At right: Preschoolers, kindergartners and first-graders
at Bi-Cultural Day School arrived back at school
in September to find a new vegetable garden right
outside their Early Childhood Center, all ready for the
planting. Called “Gan Ahava” – Hebrew for “Garden
of Love” – the young students were aided by teachers in
planting a variety of vegetables: beets, lettuce, broccoli,
carrots, radishes and more. They will get to watch the
vegetables take root and grow throughout the year, and
enjoy lessons related to gardening and the environment,
as well as the Jewish values of feeding the hungry and
tikkun olam. At Bi-Cultural’s preschool orientation
in September, first grade teacher Debbie Morgenthaler
helped kindergartner Ryan Balsam plant seeds in the
school’s new Gan Ahava, as Mason Balsam looked on.

Honors

Jewish High School of Connecticut freshmen Avichai Jeiger
and Hannah Becker, both of Stamford, worked on a lab in
physics. The purpose of the lab was to build a scaffold to
test static equilibrium by studying the relationship between
weight and tension.

BCDS eighth-grader Mira Rosovsky painted the word
“kindness” on her group’s plow.

Schools Program honors public and private elementary, middle and high schools where students
achieve very high learning standards or are making
notable improvements in closing the achievement gap.
Bi-Cultural was recognized for its overall academic
excellence, which has placed it among the nation’s
top-performing schools.
Upon hearing the news, Head of School Jacqueline
Herman said she was thrilled, but not surprised. “This

Continued from page 1

coveted award affirms what we here at Bi-Cultural have
long known – that the commitment and expertise
of our talented faculty and staff, and the dedication
and support of our families and communities have
worked together to create a safe and nurturing environment in which our students continue to grow
intellectually, spiritually and emotionally,” she said.
David Pitkoff, chairman of Bi-Cultural’s Board
of Trustees, echoed Herman’s sentiment. The Blue
Ribbon designation, he noted, is recognition that
Bi-Cultural “is not only one of the finest Jewish day
schools in the metropolitan area, but one of the
finest schools, both private and public, in the entire
United States of America.”
Those responsible for the achievement, he said,
include Bi-Cultural’s “incomparable Head of School
Jackie Herman,” as well as the school’s group of administrators, associate principals, faculty and staff,
“whose commitment, dedication and talent has
enabled our school to stand out as a Blue Ribbon
School of Excellence.”
On November 6-7, Herman and Associate Principal Rachel Haron will travel to Washington, DC, to
join other school honorees at an awards ceremony
hosted by DeVos and the Department of Education.
Bi-Cultural Day School is a recipient agency of United Jewish
Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

L-r: Bi-Cultural Head of School Jackie Herman, Associate
Principal Rachel Haron, Director of Admissions Denise
Rafailov and Dean Rabbi Tzvi Bernstein gathered in
Herman’s office to hear U.S. Secretary of Education Betsy
DeVos deliver an online address announcing the 2017
Blue Ribbon Schools.
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Building on “Strong” Bond, U.S. Opens First-Ever
Permanent Military Base in Israel
By Yaakov Lappin
JNS.org
Amidst Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu’s declaration that the U.S.-Israel alliance has
“never been stronger,” the two countries recently
made history by opening of the first permanent
American military base on Israeli soil. The base,
which is located inside the headquarters of the
Israeli Air Force Air Defense School in southern
Israel, will house dozens of U.S. military personnel
who make up a task force designed to assist Israel’s
air defense missions, IDF Spokesman Lt.-Col. Jonathan Conricus said.
“[The American military] will assist and improve the ability of the state of Israel and IDF’s
air defenses,” Conricus told JNS.org. “They will
strengthen the IDF’s defensive capabilities” and
their assistance would be continuous and felt
during “routine times.”
The task force will also help Israel “improve
detection, interception and deployment in aerial
defense while strengthening cooperation,” Brig.Gen. Tzvika Haimovich, commander of the IAF’s
Air Defense Array, said. “This extends to day-to-day
life for the task force as well – the American facility
is a U.S. military zone that will operate under IDF
guidelines and regulations.”
The close ties between Washington and Jerusalem that forged the base opening were apparent
recently when Israeli Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu met with President Donald Trump
in New York to discuss key issues ahead of the
United National General Assembly. After the
meeting, Netanyahu said, “I want to say that under
your [Trump’s] leadership the alliance between
America and Israel has never been stronger, never
been deeper.”
The committed partnership of both countries is
key to enabling the U.S. base to function smoothly
in an Israeli military facility, Haimovich said, adding, “I appreciate the way the Americans respect
the state of Israel.”
Establishing the base is really a continuation of

A ribbon-cutting ceremony for the first-ever permanent U.S.
military base inside an Israeli Air Force base. L-r: Maj.
Gen. Josh Gronski, deputy commanding general for the U.S.
Army National Guard, and Brig. Gen. Zvika Haimovich,
commander of the IAF’s Aerial Defense Division. (Photo
courtesy IDFblog.com)
the long trend of U.S.-Israeli military cooperation,
the IDF spokesman said. “What we are seeing here
is an expression of this alliance tightening, its power
and the level of commitment by both sides. This is
the first time that U.S. [military] will be present here
permanently,” Conricus said.
Maj. Gen. Josh Gronski, deputy commanding
general for the U.S. Army National Guard, during
a visit to the base, said that he believes it “symbolizes the strong bond that exists between the United
States and Israel.”
Jewish groups in the U.S. were supportive of the
new military base opening, with the Conference of
Presidents of Major American Jewish Organizations
calling the development “historic.”
“We welcome the first-ever permanent U.S.
military base in Israel that will improve the ability of military personnel from both countries
to work side-by-side every day,” said the group’s
president, Stephen M. Greenberg, and Executive
Vice Chairman and CEO, Malcolm Hoenlein, in
a joint statement.
Situated at the Masha’vei Sade base south of

Beersheba, the new base will house a few large-size
tents to accommodate dozens of American military
personnel. Several hundred Israeli military personnel
are housed at the facility as well.
The IAF’s Air Defense Array was once known
as the anti-aircraft branch, but has since changed
its name to reflect its modern mission, which
has evolved from focusing on shooting down
enemy aircraft to intercepting enemy rockets
and missiles.
The Lebanese terror group Hezbollah is estimated
to possess around 120,000 projectiles in Lebanon,
while the Palestinian terror group Hamas is producing thousands of projectiles in Gaza. Iran is believed
to have hundreds of ballistic missiles that place Israel
in striking distance.
In February 2016, the U.S. and Israel militaries
held a first-of-its-kind missile defense drill involving
six air defense systems in a single, computer-simulated
exercise. The drill was part of the Juniper Cobra joint
exercise, where 1,700 U.S. Army, Navy, Air Force and
Marine Corps personnel trained alongside 1,500 IDF
personnel. During the exercises, the U.S. European
Command linked its Aegis, THAAD and Patriot air
defense networks with Israel’s Arrow 3, David’s Sling
and Iron Dome systems.
Meanwhile, a new development marking the evolution of Israel’s air defenses took place when the
IAF, in recent days, deployed a second Iron Dome
battalion, Lt.-Col. Cornicus said. Iron Dome is designed to intercept short- to medium-range rockets
and was used heavily during Israel’s conflict with
Gaza in the summer of 2014 to defend Israeli cities
from projectile attacks launched from Gaza. Cornicus
said the two Iron Dome battalions will “provide us
with more flexibility and a smarter division between
northern and southern fronts.”
The creation of the second battalion is a result
of lessons learned from the 2014 conflict, and an
assessment of “the different threats we face, and will
face in the future,” he said. “There is a wide range of
threats facing the state of Israel,” he said. “We need
a comprehensive reply for them.”

November & December 2017

SUPPORT FOR THOSE IN NEED
SUPPORT

COUNSELING, MEDIATION
and CRISIS

Schoke JFS Kosher Food Pantry

Schoke JFS For Children/Adolescents Diagnosed With ADD/ADHD
Wednesday afternoons. Finding Your Focus with Dr. Lee Combrinck-Graham MD.
Service includes psychiatric evaluation, review of previous evaluations, family
assessment, on-going support, and medication management. Qualifies for insurance
reimbursement. For more information, contact Eve Moskowitz at 203-921-4161 or
emoskowitz@ctjfs.org.

Schoke JFS College Counseling
Need help navigating the college admission and application process? Qualified, experienced assistance provided by Claire D. Friedlander, Schoke JFS College Consultant.
Competitive fees. For more information, contact Claire Friedlander at 203-921-4161 or
clairef@ctjfs.org.

Kuriansky Foundation Counseling Program of Schoke JFS
Qualified, licensed professionals provide counseling and psychotherapy to
individuals, children, adolescents, families, couples and groups. For emotional
support while unemployed, see Life Transitions below. Affordable fees,
based on income; no one is “turned away”. Insurance accepted. For more
information, contact JFS at 203-921-4161.

Schoke JFS Individuals / Families in Crisis
Comprehensive services. Assistance with basic necessities, housing, medical, social, legal
and financial matters. Fees based on ability to pay. For more information, contact: Rebekah
Kanefsky at 203- 921-4161 #128 or rkanefsky@ctjfs.org.

DIVORCE & BEREAVEMENT
Parent Education Program (PEP)
State-mandated workshop for divorcing parents with children at Schoke JFS Stamford.
Fee is $125 per person. Call for dates and to register at 203-324-3167.
For divorced or separated parents experiencing high conflict around parenting decisions. Teaches both parents strategies for communicating in a non-hostile manner. For
more information, contact Erika Garcia at 203-921-4161 or erikag@ctjfs.org.

Schoke JFS Spousal Bereavement Groups,
Mondays at 10:30 am at Congregation B’nai Israel, 2710 Park Avenue, Bridgeport.
Fridays at 10:30 am at Stamford JCC, 1035 Newfield Road, Stamford Gather to share
feelings and exchange ide as in a non-judgmental environment that provides emotional, practical, and spiritual support for grieving the loss of a spouse or significant other.
Contact Amanda Geffner, Schoke JFS Therapist at 203-921-4161 or ageffner@ctjfs.org.

ÊVisit www.ujf.org,

Non-perishable staples for those in need. Donations welcomed. Please contact Rebekah
Kanefsky at 203-921-4161 or email rkanefsky@ctjfs.org to arrange drop-off. For more
information, contact JFS at 203-921-4161.

EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING
Schoke JFS Computer Training Courses
Variety of courses - all levels, individuals or small groups. Nominal fee. For more
information, contact Ilene Locker at 203-921-4161 or iklocker@ctjfs.org.

Schoke JFS Seniors2Work
Job Bank for age 50+. Lower Fairfield employers can list full / part time jobs for dedicated,
skilled mature workers. No fees. For more information, contact Ilene Locker or Jodi Maxner at 203-921-4161 or www.seniors2work.org

CARING FOR SENIORS
Need Help Buying Groceries?
Schoke JFS will provide information and eligibility assistance for financial help to purchase
food. For a consultation, please contact Rebekah Kanefsky, Schoke JFS Case Manager at 203921-4161 or email rkanefsky@ctjfs.org.

Schoke JFS Home Companion
A program placing fully trained and vetted home companions and CNAs matched to the
needs and specific circumstances of senior clients. Trained aides assist seniors with daily
activities, chores, and socialization. Certified Nursing Assistants can provide personal care,
toileting, and medication management. Services are provided hourly, daily or up to 24/7 at
competitive rates. Full supervision by professional Schoke JFS staff. For more information
contact Isrella Knopf, Director of Senior Services at Schoke JFS at 203-921-4161 or email at
isrellak@ctjfs.org.

JFS Residential Cleaning

Schoke JFS Focus on K.I.D.S.

15

Employ professionally trained individuals to clean your home and at the same time
help support Schoke Jewish Family Service. Rates lower or competitive than other
service providers. For more information, contact Jodi Maxner at 203-921-4161 or
residentialcleaning@ctjfs.org.

Let’s Talk
FAIRFIELD: Mondays, 12:45 pm. Bigelow Center for Senior Activities, 100 Mona Terrace,
Fairfield. Contact Amanda Geffner at 203-921-4161 or ageffner@ctjfs.org.
STAMFORD: Tuesdays , 11:00 am. Stamford JCC, 1035 Newfield Avenue
WESTPORT: Thursdays, 1:00 pm. Westport Senior Center, 21 Imperial Avenue, Westport.
Seniors talk about common interests and concerns, facilitated by a Schoke Jewish Family
Service counselor. Contact Sheila Duggan at 203-921-4161 or sduggan@ctjfs.org
ALL locations FREE.

facebook.com/stamfordFederation, or tweet UJF at ujfstamford
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Cornell and Israel’s Technion Institute Open High-Tech
Campus in NYC

By Josefin Dolsten
NEW YORK (JTA) – A high-tech
teaching and research center born
of a collaboration between Cornell
University and the Technion-Israel
Institute of Technology inaugurated
its newly built campus on Roosevelt
Island. More than 500 people were
present for the September 13 inauguration of Cornell Tech and the
Jacobs Technion-Cornell Institute,
including New York City Mayor Bill
de Blasio, New York Gov. Andrew
Cuomo, former Mayor Michael
Bloomberg, Cornell University President Martha Pollack and Technion
Institute President Peretz Lavie.
“Today we take a bold step in the
tech arena with the opening of this
campus,” Cuomo said prior to the

ribbon-cutting ceremony. “It’s ambitious – it was almost an audacious
dream when we started.”
De Blasio joked, addressing the
Technion president, “In New York,
Peretz, we would say this is a mitzvah.”
Bloomberg, who conceived of
the $2 billion project when he was
mayor and donated $100 million
to it, said Cornell Tech would help
re-establish New York as a technological center. “In many ways, this
project helps bring New York City
back to the future,” he said, citing
various technological features of the
campus, such as the goal to make
the main academic center one of the
largest net-zero energy buildings in
the world.
In 2010, Bloomberg invited top

Former New York Mayor Michael Bloomberg spoke at the opening of Cornell Tech on
Roosevelt Island on September 13. (Photo by Josefin Dolsten)

universities to submit pitches to
build the campus. The winners
would receive both funding and
land on Roosevelt Island, a twomile long island on the East River.
In 2011, the city declared Cornell
and the Technion winners, and
the project opened the following
year, operating out of a temporary
location in Manhattan’s Chelsea
neighborhood. Cornell Tech will
offer master’s and doctoral programs in fields related to technology,
computer science and engineering.
De Blasio echoed Cuomo’s vision
of the campus, which he said, “says
to people that we will be forever
a global center of technology and
innovation.”
Lavie recalled thinking the Israeli

institute had a slim chance of winning the bid. “Since we have such a
slim chance of winning – be wild,”
he recalled telling Technion staff.
“Use your imagination, think outside
the box.”
Lavie referenced Cornell University’s founder in showing how Israeli
startup culture plays into Cornell
Tech’s technology focus. “With this
campus, Cornell and Technion are
making a clear statement: practical
knowledge, to paraphrase Ezra
Cornell, is not inferior nor second
to basic knowledge,” he said. “They
are the sides of the same coin. This
concept is part of the Technion’s
DNA and more broadly the state
of Israel, which is known as startup
nation.”

The Cornell Tech campus is located on New York’s Roosevelt Island. (Photo by Iwan Baan)

Adult Volunteer Opportunities
CHABAD STAMFORD
Betsy’s Buddies Volunteers

Weekly or bi-monthly commitments available. Betsy’s Buddies
is a program looking to facilitate one-on-one visitations between
volunteers and homebound members in the community. Weekly
or bi-monthly commitments available and a great opportunity for
retirees and families. For more information, contact programs@
chabadstamford.org.

Loaves of Love Deliveries

Every Friday after 10 am. Help distribute Loaves of Love
packages to new neighbors, friends, new moms, the sick
and ANYONE who could use a “Taste of Shabbat.” For more
information, contact programs@chabadstamford.org.

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE
Adult Circle Program

Serving adults with a full range of physical, mental and cognitive
needs through one-on-one friendships and social opportunities
with other adults in our community. Opportunities this year will
include, social events, swim nights, bowling and community
integration employment. For more information please contact
Sarah Lipsker at Sarah@friendshipct.com.

JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER
Kosher Lunch Program for Seniors

Help set up and serve HOT Kosher lunch to seniors. Tuesdays,
Thursdays & Fridays at the JCC. For more information or
reservation: Connie Cirillo Freeman at 203-487-0983 or
cfreeman@stamfordjcc.org.

SCHOKE JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE

Drivers needed to deliver food from the Kosher Food Pantry
to individuals in the community. For information: Rebekah
Kanefsky at 203-921-4161 or rkanefskyctjfs.org

JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF
FAIRFIELD COUNTY
Harry Rosenbaum JHS Judaica Library at the JCC
Cover 2-hour slot (or more) once a week. You’ll be trained on the
computer system and the arrangement of books in the library. Call
203-487-0957.

The Archives at the Jewish Historical
Society of Fairfield County

Help protect the pieces of our Jewish history. Do you enjoy
finding out about our region’s early Jewish settlers? Do you want
to help Jewish organizations retain their history and documents?
Call 203-359-2196.

UNITED JEWISH FEDERATION OF
GREATER STAMFORD, NEW CANAAN & DARIEN
3SQUARE

In Connecticut, nearly one child in five is hungry or food insecure and does not get enough food outside of the free meal programs provided by the public schools. Women’s Philanthropy of
the United Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan
and Darien is joining other programs throughout the country to
do something about this situation in our own backyards. Help
shop and pack bags to be delivered to area schools. Call 203-3211373 for more information.

UJF’s READING PARTNERS
Read one-on-one with Stamford public school children. One
hour a week, mornings or afternoons. 13 elementary schools.
Training, literacy, focused workshops and support network provided. Contact Marlyn Agatstein or Lenore Fogel at 203-321-1373
x115 or Readingpartners@ujf.org.

If you have Adult Volunteer Opportunities and would like to be listed in future issues, please email sandy@ujf.org
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Exploring Ancient Rituals Through a Modern Lens
In a quest to find deeper meaning surrounding
the rituals of the High Holidays, Carmel Academy
middle school students embarked on a series of
experiential field trips.
“One of the challenges Jewish educators encounter
when teaching ancient liturgy and its values is creating experiences that bring meaning and relevancy
to students living in a modern world,” said Dr. Tali
Aldouby-Schuck, Carmel’s director of Judaic studies.
This fall, as the students studied the High Holidays’ Amidah, they delved into three sections of the
Mussaf Amidah: malkhuyot (kingship), zichronot (remembrance) and shofarot. They began by studying
the verses and further explored the meaning of those
verses by taking their learning on the road.
“We wanted the liturgy to come alive for the students, to transform the words on the page with a clear,
cohesive message for the way we live our lives,” said

Carmel Academy seventh-grader Evan Roth cleaned a
tombstone at Westchester Hills Cemetery as part of the class’
study of the High Holidays’ Amidah that delved into the
verses of zichronot (remembrance).

ÊVisit www.ujf.org,

Rabbi Jordan Soffer, Carmel’s rabbi-in-residence.
“The focus was on three relationships: between the
students and God, between the students and each
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other, and between the student and their own selves.”
Carmel’s eighth-graders visited the U.S. Military
See “Rituals” on page 18

Step into Chesed – a Yom Kippur
Tradition
When Carmel Academy’s early childhood students
arrived at school the day before Yom Kippur, they
found sneakers strewn in a path leading to their
respective classrooms. They followed the sneaker
path, which teachers hoped would spark their curiosity surrounding the Yom Kippur story “Sneakers

Carmel Academy shorashim students AJ Stulberger,
Maya Shalev, Rena Freidson-King and Libby Hylton held
sneakers to promote their chesed project to collect sneakers
for children impacted by the recent hurricanes in Texas,
Florida and Puerto Rico.

To Shul,” based on a tradition of not wearing leather
footwear during the holiday. As part of the lesson,
the students ran a sneaker drive, collecting 30 pairs
of sneakers to send to children impacted by the
recent hurricanes.

Carmel early childhood students followed of path of sneakers
to their classrooms, where they learned about the tradition
of wearing sneakers to shul.

facebook.com/stamfordFederation, or tweet UJF at ujfstamford
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VOICES AND VIEWS
Why I Care…
It Began as a Blank Page

“Between stimulus and response there is space. In that space
is our power to choose our response. In our response lies our
growth and our freedom.” – Victor Frankl
involved (in a non-partisan way) in
Focus on Anne Liebergall

social justice, communal
By Sharon Franklin
security, support for Israel
Anne Liebergall has lived
and combating antisemiin New Canaan for more
tism. What I have learned
than 20 years, where she and
already this year is amazing
her husband Jon have raised
and I really hope that we
their two daughters, Perri
can help the rest of the com(a high school senior) and
munity understand what
Sophie (a college junior).
incredible work Federation
Anne originally worked in
does (often behind-thethe fashion industry, but
scenes) here and around
went back to school to study
the world!
Anne
Liebergall
nursing. She is now an RN
Have you been involved
working in the local New
with
other
local
organizations?
Canaan school system.
I
have
been
involved
with Chabad
Anne, describe your involvement
of
New
Canaan,
and
my
daughter
with UJF through the years and how
Perri
has
been
a
volunteer
for
long you have been associated with the
Friendship
Circle
for
five
years.
I
organization?
was
an
active
parent
volunteer
while
I first became involved with United Jewish Federation of Greater my youngest daughter attended
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien Bi-Cultural Day School in Stamford.
through the “Super Sunday” com- Other organizations I have been inmittee over three years ago. While volved with are Child Advocates of
our family had given to UJF in the Southwest Connecticut as a guardian
past, I was really impressed by the ad litem and the Junior League of
enthusiasm of the committee and Stamford-Norwalk.
Why is it important for you to give
wanted to know more about exactly
back
in this way?
what Federation does and where the
For
many of us, Federation was the
money goes. I am now on the UJF
organization
our parents and grandboard and a member of UJF’s Jewish
parents
were
involved with. I needed
Community Relations Council. The
to
be
reminded
of exactly what they
JCRC is particularly exciting for
do
and
the
many
areas of Jewish life
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien
they
are
involved
in
– it’s actually quite
because it works by convening and
remarkable
the
range
of agencies and
mobilizing the Jewish community
services
UJF
touches
–
from
day schools
by building relationships, being
to social services like Friendship Circle
and Jewish Family Service. And while
he
ew ewish oice I am involved in other wonderful,
non-profit organizations, UJF means a
“The New Jewish Voice” (USPS #184) is published monthly by
great deal to me, personally, as a Jewish
the United Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan
and Darien Inc., 1035 Newfield Ave., Stamford, CT 06905-2521.
woman. We are often watching what
goes on in the world and wondering
www.ujf.org for updates and donations
what we can do in response. I believe
Ricky Arbron........................................ President
that being a part of an organization
Diane Sloyer.........................Interim Executive Director
that serves Jews here and abroad is
Advisory Committee
unique and makes me feel I am making
Meryl Gordon...................................................... Chair
a difference.
Meryl Japha, Nancy Schulman, Ellen Weber,
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Sue Yellen

Reporter Group Staff

The Reporter Group edits and publishes The New Jewish Voice.

Rabbi Rachel Esserman.................... Executive Editor
Diana Sochor..........................................Layout Editor
Jenn DePersis........................ Production Coordinator
Bonnie Rozen...................Advertising Representative
Kathy Brown............................................ Bookkeeper

Opinions

The views expressed in editorials and opinion pieces
are those of each author and not necessarily the views
of the United Jewish Federation.

Letters

The New Jewish Voice welcomes letters on subjects of
interest to the Jewish community. All letters must be
signed and include a phone number. The editor may
withhold the name upon request.

Kashruth

We are not responsible for the Kashruth of any advertiser’s product or establishment.

HOW TO REACH THE EDITOR:
Mail:

Sandy Golove
1035 Newfield Ave. - Suite 200
Stamford, CT 06905-2521
E-mail: sandy@ujf.org
Phone: (203) 912-9945
Send article submissions via e-mail to
Sandy Golove at sandy@ujf.org
marked “Stamford Voice” in the subject
line. Expect an acknowledgement;
please re-send if you do not receive one.
HOW TO REACH
THE ADVERTISING
REPRESENTATIVE:
Phone: 1-800-779-7896, ext. 244
SUBSCRIPTION INFORMATION:
Phone: (203) 321-1373
E-mail: sandy@ujf.org

Rituals

Academy at West Point where they explored malkhuyot, crowning God king
through acts of selflessness. They met
with Dr. Ruth Beitler, a professor of
comparative politics, and Major Matthew Cohen, who will be working at
the American embassy in Jerusalem.
They also took a tour with Cadet
Emma Davenport, learning about
duty and sacrifice.
“The students discussed what it
means for them to have a calling to
serve something bigger than themselves. They reflected on what might
be their calling to serve, and how the
trip connected back to the prayers
malkuyot,” Aldouby-Schuck said.
“We learned about how Judaism can
be lived in all different types of places,
and, at this time of year, we have to stick
together as a nation and pray to God.
I thought about people who can’t be
with their families because they are in
service, and it made Rosh Hashanah
this year one of the most special for
me,” said eighth-grader Dani Loren.
Carmel’s seventh-graders delved
into the concept of zichronot, the duty
to remember, by volunteering at the
Westchester Hills Cemetery where they
explored the question: “What is the role
of memory in our sacred tradition?”
The students cleaned tombstones
and painted river rocks to place on the
tombstones they helped clean. They
painted enough rocks to leave behind

By Cantor Micah Morgovsky
B’reisheet bara Eloheem, et ha shamayim,
v’et ha’aretz…
In the beginning, when God began to
create heaven and earth, all was unformed
and void…
The universe begins unshaped, open
to endless possibilities.
The creation of Torah begins,
parchment untouched, open to endless
possibilities.
We, too, entered Rosh Hashanah
with the promise of a new beginning,
open to endless possibilities.
A blank page.
A clean slate.
A giant white screen.
Rosh Hashanah is the beginning of
a new year. It was the day God created
the world. And on that day, we partnered with God in creating ourselves
anew. During Rosh Hashanah services
at Temple Sinai, we hung two 10 by
14 foot screens over the bima. One of
the screens showed Rabbi Jay TelRav,
myself, Cantor Micah Morgovsky and
others who participated throughout the
service. The other screen was blank.
This blank screen, like the parchment
of a new Torah scroll, mirrored our own
spirit of renewal. For Rosh Hashanah
is the day of creation.
For the last few years, I have been
immersed in Zentangle. Zentangle is a
meditative art form that employs simple
repetitive patterns to calm and focus the
mind and, in turn, create unique and
intricate artwork. On Rosh Hashanah,
we were blessed and honored to have
the founders and creators of Zentangle
– Rick Roberts and Maria Thomas – with
us during services. Over the course of
our worship service, Rick and Maria
tangled, that is, they created Zentangle
art, on six triangular paper tiles – one
for each day of creation – and the congregation watched their breathtaking
artwork unfold on the screen over the
bima. The finished triangles formed the
points of a Magen David – a Jewish Star,
the center of which was made from vellum, animal skin, much like the Torah
itself, and was tangled on and inscribed

with gold-leaf and Hebrew calligraphy
with the words kehillah kedoshah – sacred
community. The completed work was
Rick and Maria’s gift to Temple Sinai
and we have displayed it prominently
within our sacred space.
We, the leadership of Temple Sinai,
knew that this was quite a different
Rosh Hashanah experience than many
were expecting. We acknowledged that
embracing change requires an open
mind and sometimes even a measure of
discomfort. But, as LeAnn Heller so aptly
said in a recent board meeting, “If we
are not uncomfortable, we cannot grow.”
Temple Sinai, a kehillah kedoshah, is
comprised of open-minded and creative souls who do not shy away from
new experiences. Our congregants
watched, listened, sang and prayed, as
they joined God in bringing into this
world something that never was before.
It began as a blank page. We began as
a blank page, and together we created
something new.
Cantor Micah Morgovsky is cantor at
Temple Sinai in Stamford.

During Rosh Hashanah services, Rick Roberts
and Maria Thomas, the founders and creators
of Zentangle, created a Zentangle Magen
David for Temple Sinai, the center of which
was made from vellum and inscribed in goldleaf and Hebrew calligraphy with the words
kehillah kedoshah – sacred community.
Continued from page 17

for mourners to use when visiting the
graves of a loved one.
“We reflected on what it means to
do something for someone who can’t
show gratitude and how oftentimes that
‘quiet’ chesed transforms us as human
beings,” Aldouby-Schuck said.
Carmel’s sixth-graders studied shofarot, the Jewish call for action. They
visited Anshe Chesed, a synagogue in

At right: West Point Cadet
Emma Davenport gave Carmel
Academy’s eighth grade students
a tour of the U.S. Military
Academy as part of their study
of the High Holidays’ Amidah
that delved into the verses of
malkuyot.

New York City that doubles as a homeless shelter at night. There, the students
learned how the synagogue’s call for
action is to care for the homeless. They
toured the facility, learned how the
synagogue is transformed each day,
and spoke with volunteers.
Carmel Academy is a recipient agency
of United Jewish Federation of Greater
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

november 2017 ■ THE NEW JEWISH VOICE

Neanderthal Remains Discovered in Israel May Rewrite History
By JNS staff
(JNS.org) – A rare archaeological
discovery of 60,000-year-old Nean-

derthal bones in northern Israel may
result in anthropologists rewriting
history. The Neanderthal remains were

Ancient Vessel Unearthed in Israel
Shows Rituality of Food Storage
By Israel Hayom staff
(Israel Hayom/Exclusive to JNS.org) –
A 7,200-year-old pottery vessel recently
unearthed at the prehistoric site of Tel
Tsaf in Israel’s Jordan Valley is the first
evidence of the ritualistic and political
significance of large-scale food storage
in the ancient Near East, the University
of Haifa reported on September 6.
Prof. Danny Rosenberg, of the Zinman Institute of Archaeology, heads the
research project at Tel Tsaf along with
Dr. Florian Klimscha, of the German Archaeological Institute in Berlin. The site
is considered notable for its preservation
of architecture, organic materials and
other types of material culture.
“Until now, discussions of the early
transition to complex societies in this
area have focused mainly on later periods and on the connection between the
development of socioeconomic elites
and the ability of certain individuals or
families to store large quantities of food,
beyond their own needs for survival,”
Rosenberg explained. “The findings
at Tel Tsaf provide first-hand evidence

Prof. Danny
Rosenberg of the
Zinman Institute of
Archaeology at the
University of Haifa
holds the sevenmillennia-old vessel
unearthed at Tel
Tsaf. (Photo courtesy
of the University of
Haifa)
of the early connection between food
storage on a large scale and the observance of a ritual associated with the
successful storage and preservation of
agricultural yields.”
The findings from Tel Tsaf include
numerous silos used for large-scale grain
storage, evidence of the storage of food
on a scale not previously documented
at sites from that period. The researchers noted that the desire and ability to
store food was an “important step” in
humans’ transition to more complex
social structures, and pointed out the
relevance of the site’s location by the
Jordan River, a major water source.

uncovered in Ein Qashish as part of an
archaeological dig coordinated by the
Israel Antiquities Authority, prior to
major road construction in the area.
The bones were found in an open-air
site – the first such discovery in the Levant region – and contradict previously
held assumptions that Neanderthals
dwelled primarily in caves.
A joint study of the findings, published on June 7, was conducted by
researchers from Israel’s Ono Academic College, Hebrew University of
Jerusalem and the IAA, in collaboration
with Germany’s Museum for Human
Behavioral Evolution.
“The discovery of Neanderthals at
open-air sites during the late MP (Mesozoic Period) reinforces the view that
Neanderthals were a resilient population in the Levant shortly before Upper
Palaeolithic Homo sapiens populated
the region,” the study states.
Researchers applied advanced imaging techniques to a single upper molar
tooth from the Neanderthal remains,
and also to remains of lower limbs from
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A Neanderthal tooth discovered at the Ein
Qashish archaeological site in northern
Israel. (Photo by Erella Hovers/Hebrew
University of Jerusalem)
a second Neanderthal body.
“A number of researchers have recently claimed that Neanderthals were
adapted to life in rugged mountainous
terrains whereas modern humans
adapted better to flat and open landscapes. The finds from Ein Qashish
show that Neanderthals inhabited sites
in diverse topographic and ecological
contexts,” the IAA said.
In addition to the Neanderthal
bones, flint tools, animal bones and
other items were discovered at the
archaeological site.

COMMUNITY
CONTACT INFORMATION

BI-CULTURAL DAY SCHOOL: 2186 High Ridge Road, Stamford 06903 •
203.329.2186 • www.bcds.org
BBYO - Leviticus AZA (Boys) and Tikvah BBG (Girls): Regional Office
203.389.2127 or CVR@bbyo.org • www.cvrbbyo.net
CARMEL ACADEMY: 270 Lake Avenue, Greenwich 06830 • 203.863.9663
• www.carmelacademy.com
CENTER FOR JUDAIC & MIDDLE EASTERN STUDIES AT UCONN-STAMFORD:
University of Connecticut, Stamford Campus, One University Place,
Stamford, CT 06901 • 203.251.9525 or stamfordjudaicstudies@uconn.
edu • www.cjmes.stamford.uconn.edu
CHABAD OF STAMFORD: 770 High Ridge Road, Stamford 06905 •
203.3.CHABAD x102 • morahleah@chabadstamford.org • www.
chabadstamford.org
CHAVURAT AYTZ CHAYIM: 203.322.6676 • www.chavurah.org
CONGREGATION AGUDATH SHOLOM: 301 Strawberry Hill Ave,
Stamford 06902 • 203.358.2200 • www.cas-stamford.org
FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE: 203.409-1543 • malya@friendshipct.com or
www.friendshipct.com
HADASSAH STAMFORD CHAPTER: Susan Clarke, 203-968-2754 /
sclarke32@gmail.com; or Sandy Speter, 203-322-4096 /
sandyspeter@yahoo.com. Find us on Facebook: Stamford Hadassah
JEWISH COMMUNITY CENTER: 1035 Newfield Ave, Stamford 06905 •
203.322.7900 • www.stamfordjcc.org
JEWISH HIGH SCHOOL OF CONNECTICUT: 1937 West Main Street,
Stamford 06902 • 203.357.0850 • info@jhsct.org • www.jhsct.org
JEWISH HISTORICAL SOCIETY OF FAIRFIELD COUNTY: General Info.
P.O.B 16918, Stamford 06905 (203) 321.1373 x150 (messages only) •
Archives: 990 Hope Street (Rear), Stamford 069805 • 203.359-2196 • archives@jhsfc-ct.org; The Harry Rosenbaum JHS Judaica Library at the
JCC: 1035 Newfield Avenue, Stamford 06905 • (203) 487-0957 •
library@jhsfc-ct.org
JEWISH SENIOR SERVICES: 4200 Park Avenue, Bridgeport, CT 06604 •
203.365.6400 • info@jseniors.org • www.jseniors.org
JEWISH WAR VETERANS, FRED ROBBINS POST 142: Post Commander
Steve Fischer, stamfordjwv@gmail.com
SCHOKE JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE: 733 Summer Street, Stamford
06902 • 203.921.4161 • www.ctjfs.org
TEMPLE BETH EL: 350 Roxbury Road, Stamford 06902 • 203.322.6901 •
execdir@tbe.org • www.tbe.org
TEMPLE SINAI: 458 Lakeside Drive, Stamford 06903 • 203.322.1649 •
www.templesinaistamford.org
UNITED JEWISH FEDERATION OF GREATER STAMFORD,
NEW CANAAN AND DARIEN: 1035 Newfield Avenue, Suite 200,
Stamford 06905 • 203.321.1373 • www.ujf.org
YOUNG ISRAEL OF STAMFORD: 69 Oaklawn Avenue, Stamford 06905 •
203.348.3955 • www.yistamford.org
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this
super
sunday

the fate of the world
is in your hands

Save the Date, Sunday December 3rd for a day of Fundraising AND FUN!
JOIN US FOR A WEEK LONG CELEBRATION-don't miss out!

United Jewish Federation Super Week!
November 28th – December 3rd: #Givingtuesday kicks off the end-of-year “giving” season.
Make a pledge or donation between 11/28 and 12/3 (Super Sunday) for a chance to win 2
Broadway tickets (show TBD). Answer the call or donate on-line at www.ujf.org. Drawing to be
held at noon on Super Sunday. $54 gift minimum.
November 29th – December 3rd: Help our neighbors
by donating kosher food to the Schoke Jewish Family
Service Kosher Food Pantry OR drop off a toy for a
child benefiting Stamford Hospital’s David’s Treasure
Tree. (Drop off locations: UJF office, Bi-Cultural Day
School, Carmel Academy. JCC Sarah Walker Nursery
School and Gan Yeladim Preschool).
November 30th: 3SQUARE volunteer opportunity: come to the UJF office and help package food
bundles for the food-insecure children of 3SQUARE OR attend the JCC Center Women’s Gift
Show and purchase a toy for Stamford Hospital’s David’s Treasure Tree Closet.
December 1st-2nd: Patronize Beldotti Bakery, 613 and Soosh as you prepare for Shabbat and
10% of your purchases will go to UJF. Celebrate a UJF Shabbat at area synagogues.
December 3rd: SUPER SUNDAY! 9:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.
SUPER SUNDAY! Answer the call or sign up to volunteer and help further
UJF’s mission of aiding Jews in need OR join in fun family activities. Visit
booths and lend a hand as part of the JCC Mitzvah Day.
Super Sunday Chairs:
Taly Farber
Shira Nerenberg
Stacy Palker
To volunteer, go to:
www.ujf.org/SS2017volunteer
or contact Sharon Franklin at
203-321-1373 ext. 109

