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United Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors 

March 21, 2017 
 
Attendees:   Ricky Arbron, Nimrod Dayan, Shoshana Dweck, David Fogel, Nan Gordon, 
Linda Gornitsky, Anne Liebergall, Peter Lilienthal, Arlene Rosen, Nancy Schulman, Tara 
Shapiro 
 
Absent: Ellen Weber, Nancy Mimoun, Lorraine Kweskin, David Stein, Peter Wolly 
 
Staff: James Cohen, Rebekah Raz 
 
Guest speaker: Rachel Dayan 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:10 p.m. 
 
 
Rachel Dayan gave a presentation on the National Young Leadership mission to India. 
Programs discussed included those at the Evelyn Peters Jewish Community Center in 
Mumbai; JDC programs: Gabriel Project Mumbai, Naya Community initiative, Sundara 
(soap and hygiene program), and OM Creations Trust. Also discussed was JAFI’s 
settlement and training for Indian Jews in Israel. 
 
James Cohen gave the CEO report. There will be a half-day retreat wih staff to discuss 
customer service and doing more with less. Myrna Sessa will provide guidance on how 
to work in a stressful environment. He discussed mission planning for Spring 2018 to 
include four tracks – art and culture, security and politics, history, and first-timers. Jim 
also discussed his departure from UJF as he is moving to Minneapolis Federation as the 
new CEO. 
 
Ricky Arbron’s President’s report discussion forming a transition team to address Jim’s 
departure. A note will go out to the community on 3/22. She requested that the board 
attend the call night on April 4. There will be an initial Yom Hashoah event on 4/3 at the 
Government Center and then on 4/23 - Holocaust in Film. On 4/20, The Denial will be 
shown in partnership with Temple Beth El and the Romanowitz family. She discussed 
two upcoming Women’s Philanthropy events, a Brooklyn nosh tour and Cooking a 
Dialogue, as well as the pop-up event at Soosh on 4/4. 
 
Nancy Schulman made a motion to approve February minutes and Shoshana Dweck 
seconded. It passed unanimously. 
 
David Fogel discussed overseas allocations: Israel 50%, Jews overseas 30%, Afula 20%. 
The Overseas Allocations Recommendationd document had some issues with language 
which will be corrected. Shoshana will check if JAFI/MASA dollars can be earmarked for 
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a person from Stamford. David Fogel made a motion to accept allocations as is with 
some changes to verbage and Nan Gordon seconded. It passed unanimously. 
 
Arlene Rosen gave the Advisory Council update and reviewed the meeting minutes. The 
Stamford Recruitment committee was discussed but no decisions have been made. It 
was stated that anonymous donors will match money that is raised for the program. 
There was a JCRC presentation and they also discussed the community calendar process 
(possibly printing it in the New Jewish Voice).  
 
Peter Lilienthal gave the JCRC update. The relationship with the Interfaith Council is 
good, and the last meeting focused on Israel, Jewish security and refugees. He also 
discussed JFACT and Michael Bloom’s role as executive director. 
 
Shoshana Dweck noted that the dashboard is now called the Board Report and 
explained how to read the chart. A question came up to find out the yearly value of 
3Square Bookends. She discussed the revised budget which reflects a lower campaign 
number, staffing changes and a small programatic amount. Shoshana moved to pass the 
revised budget, Anne Liebergall seconded, and it passed unanimously. 
 
Nimrod Dayan gave the Campaign and Finance update. He discussed that a Campaign 
Cabinet meeting will take place on Friday, May 5 at 1 p.m.  
 
The meeting adjourned at 9:20 p.m. 
 
The next board meeting is on April 19, 2017. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
Nancy Schulman 
Secretary 
 


