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Local Eighth-Graders Explore Israel
The eighth grade classes of both Bi-Cultural Day School and Carmel Academy recently returned from trips to Israel, designed as culminating 
experiences to their day school educations. (See articles on page 14.)
Above, left: Bi-Cultural eighth-graders hiked up to the top of the Ein Avdat canyon in the Negev Desert.
Above, right: Carmel Academy eighth-graders celebrated Yom Ha’atzmaut, Israel’s 70th birthday, at Rabin Square in Tel Aviv.

Stamford residents Michael Feld-
stein, Maury Rosenbaum and Dr. Steven 
Thau are spearheading an effort to raise 
awareness about the issue of organ do-
nation and Jewish law in the Stamford 
community. They will be participating 
in the annual 5K race organized by the 
Halachic Organ Donor Society, which 
will be held on Sunday, June 10, in 
Marine Park in Brooklyn, NY. 

Rosenbaum became involved in 
the organization after he received a 
lifesaving kidney transplant. Thau has 
been involved firsthand with end-of-life 
issues and has witnessed the suffering 
of end-stage disease that could have 

Temple Beth 
El, Stamford 
will hold the 
2018 Norma 
a n d  M i l t o n 
Mann Memori-
al Cantor’s Con-
cert on Thurs-
day, June 14, at 
7 pm. “Sounds 
of Israel” will 
feature Cantors 
Magda Fishman and George Mordecai. 

TBE’s Hazzan Emeritus Sidney 

By Jessie Katz
The Kuriansky Teen Tzedakah 

Corps, a program of the United Jew-
ish Federation of Greater Stamford, 
New Canaan and Darien, is a teen 
philanthropic leadership program 
designed to train the next generation 
of community philanthropists. The 
Corps members were accepted from a 
pool of 10th-12th-graders representing 
seven local high schools.

Each month of the academic year, 
the 13 high school Corps members met 
to explore the fundamentals of philan-

Teen Philanthropists Make 
an Impact
Celebrating 2018 Kuriansky Teen 
Tzedakah Corps Leaders

“Sounds of Israel” Cantor’s 
Concert
Cantors Magda Fishman and George 
Mordecai to Perform

thropy. Topics have included analyzing 
and measuring impact, conducting site 
visits, and comparing and contrasting 
Jewish and secular philanthropic val-
ues. They learned about and debated 
big thinkers like Abraham Maslow and 
Maimonides, and engaged with com-
munity guest speakers Diane Sloyer, of 
United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien, 
and Matt Greenberg, of Schoke Jewish 
Family Service.

A core component of the program is 

Raising Awareness About 
Organ Donations

been prevented if more organs were 
available for transplant. Feldstein has 
been a member of the Board of Direc-
tors of HODS for more than a decade. 

The mission of HODS is to save lives 
by increasing organ donations from 
Jews to the general population (Jews 
and non-Jews alike). Its goals are to 
educate Jews about the different Jewish 
law and medical issues concerning or-
gan donation, to offer a unique organ 
donor card that enables Jews to donate 
organs according to their beliefs and to 
provide rabbinic consultation and over-
sight for cases of organ transplantation.

Cantor Magda Fishman Cantor George Mordecai

R a b i n o w i t z 
a n d  C a n t o r 
Deborah Ja -
cobson from 
The Reform 
Temple of For-
est Hills will be 
making guest 
appearances.

As a cantor 
and singer-mu-
sician, Cantor 

Fishman, a mezzo-soprano, brings a 
See “Concert” on page 12 See “Teen” on page 4

See “Organ” on page 3

Israel at 70: How 1948 
Changed American Jews
By Ben Sales

(JTA) – One year after Israel’s estab-
lishment, in the dead of night, three 
students ascended a tower at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary in New York 
and raised the Israeli flag. The next 
morning, the Conservative rabbinical 
school’s administration took it down.

That act of surreptitious Zionist 
protest was one of several at JTS during 
the years surrounding 1948, when Israel 
gained independence, Michael Green-
baum wrote in an essay in “Tradition 
Renewed,” a JTS history edited by Jack 
Wertheimer. Students supported the 
new Jewish state. However, the semi-

nary’s chancellor, Louis Finkelstein, 
opposed American Judaism focusing 
all its efforts across an ocean, and also 
needed to appease a board wary of 
Jewish nationalism.

But the students persisted. Once, 
they sang the Israeli anthem “Hatik-
vah” following graduation ceremonies. 
Another time, they convinced their 
colleagues at the Union Theological 
Seminary, the Protestant school next 
door, to play the anthem from their 
bell tower.

Today, nearly all American Jewish in-
stitutions are vocally, even passionately, 

See “Israel” on page 16
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Diane Sloyer, 
UJF CEO

CANDLE 
LIGHTING TIMES

May 25 ............ 7:57 pm
June 1 .............. 8:02 pm
June 8 .............. 8:07 pm
June 15 ............ 8:10 pm
June 22 ............ 8:12 pm
June 29 ............ 8:13 pm
July 6 ............... 8:11 pm
July 13 ............. 8:08 pm
July 20 ............. 8:04 pm
July 27 ............. 7:58 pm
August 3 .......... 7:50 pm
August 10 ........ 7:42 pm
August 17 ........ 7:32 pm
August 24 ........ 7:21 pm
August 31 ........ 7:10 pm
September 7 .... 6:59 pm

each and every day, and it’s 
about seeing the country that 
we helped and continue to 
help build.

So staying in character, 
I spent part of my few days 
there, seeing our dollars at 
work first hand. Yom Haz-
ikaron began on a Tuesday 
evening and I was fortunate 
enough to attend the Masa 
Ceremony at Latrun, a tank 
base. Masa Israel Journey is a 

program of the Jewish Agency for Israel 
(a program supported by UJF) and the 
leader in immersive experiences in 
Israel for young adults (ages 18-30). 
Programs are at least three months 
in length and include study abroad, 
internships, service learning or Jewish 
studies programs. Since its founding 
in 2004 by the Prime Minister’s Office 
of the government of Israel, together 
with The Jewish Agency for Israel, more 
than 120,000 young people from more 
than 60 countries have participated 
in Masa Israel programs. More than 
8000 students and various Federation 
mission participants gathered as the 
sun set over Latrun for a memorial 
services for fallen soldiers and victims 
of terror. Natan Sharansky took part in 
the ceremony along with other leaders. 
The family of Sean Carmieli spoke and 
a memorial montage compiled memo-
ries of lives taken too soon.

The following morning, I took 
part in the Yom Hazikaron program 
at a Jewish Agency Youth Village. I 
met “Kanu,” from Lod, an alumnus 
of this Youth Village who now serves 
as a paratrooper. He told us that the 
village is like his family. We also met 

CEO Message

Israel at 70: UJF Impacts Israel for a Brighter Tomorrow
By Diane Sloyer

I could not stay away so I 
planned a short trip to Israel 
to help her celebrate her 70th 
birthday. Even the cranky lady 
at immigrations smiled when 
she asked me why I was visiting 
and I replied, “To celebrate 
Israel’s birthday!” Having 
worked for or been a lay lead-
er in the Federation system 
for more than 25 years, a trip 
to Israel is never just about 
seeing the sights or eating the delicious 
food or drinking the wine; it is about 
meeting the people we have rescued. 
It is about meeting the people we save 

“Raz,” from Ofakim, in 11th grade in 
this Youth Village. He dreams of serving 
in the IDF and protecting the border, 
and supports Hapoel Beer Sheva. The 
Jewish Agency’s Youth Villages provide 
highly cost-effective boarding school 
settings for youth with severe emotion-
al, behavioral and family problems. 
These programs offer them a brighter 
future which is made possible when 
you are part of the global Federation 

Kanu [last name held on request], an 
Ethiopian immigrant and graduate of a Jewish 
Agency Youth Aliyah village pictured with 
Diane Sloyer, United Jewish Federation CEO.

Eddie and Shelly Senker pictured with 
their grandson, Max Muss, between them 
at a Jewish Agency sponsored MASA Yom 
Hazikaron ceremony.

family. This youth village, along with 
four others are situated throughout 
Israel and supported by our gift to the 
Jewish Agency.

We can’t always see how our collec-
tive dollars make a difference and we 
often get caught up in the day to day, 
but knowing that we are saving lives 
each and every day keeps me motivated. 

Editor’s note: The last names of Kanu 
and Raz were held on request.

Israel@70 Community 
Extravaganza

At  r igh t :  The 
Israel@70 Comm-
u n i t y  E x t r a -
vaganza at the 
Jewish Community 
Center.

On April 18, the Stamford Jewish 
community came together for a com-
memoration and celebration of Israel. 
For the first time in recent history, more 
than 600 attendees came together in 
unison to mark Israel’s 70th birthday. 
The event had activities for all ages. 
Children built Jerusalem out of Legos, 
did arts and crafts, and had their faces 
painted. There were Israeli food ven-
dors and wine tasting, and the Gallery 
at The J featured a photography exhibit 
and a Judaica and jewelry vendor. The 
program included a Yom Hazikaron 
ceremony for Israel’s fallen soldiers 
led by community members and rabbis, 

and a celebration of Yom Ha’atzmaut 
with an Israeli music concert.

This communitywide event came 
together thanks to 17 organizations: 
Stamford Jewish Community Center; 
Friends of the IDF; Temple Beth El of 
Stamford; United Jewish Federation 
of Greater Stamford New Canaan and 
Darien; Congregation Agudath Sholom; 
Schoke Jewish Family Service of Fairfield 
County; Temple Sinai; Carmel Academy; 
Stamford Chapter of Hadassah; Jewish 
High School of Connecticut; Jewish 
Historical Society of Fairfield County; 
Jewish War Veterans; Bi-Cultural Day 

See “Community” on page 12
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203.883.4457      Call Today for New Patient Special O
ers!
1500 Summer St., Stamford, CT

Most insurance accepted with no out-of-pocket expense for check-ups*
*As long as you are eligible, have met all deductibles, have bene	ts remaining and your plan is UCR or equivalent.

Board Certi�ed Dentists and Orthodontists
for Children and Adolescents!

Dental Care Kids
Open 7 Days A Week!

IV sedation for high fear & special needs children

www.DentalCareKids.com www.DentalCareOrthodontics.comalCareOrthodontics.com

Visit www.ujf.org or facebook.com/stamfordFederationÊ

Deadlines for 
articles

The deadlines for the next two issues of The 
New Jewish Voice are:
Monday, July 30 .................................. September
Monday, August 27 ................................ October

Send New Jewish Voice article submissions to 
Sandy Golove at sandy@ujf.org marked “Stamford 
Voice” in the subject line. Expect an acknowledge-
ment; please re-send if you do not receive one.

COMMUNITY NEWS

Since its inception in 2001, HODS has helped 
save hundreds of lives, educated more than 48,000 
people through more than 800 lectures, recruited 
more than 340 rabbis to register and carry organ 
donor cards and raised awareness of the issue by 
publishing more than 100 articles, editorials and 
letters to the editor.

Recently, a 10-year-old Jewish boy was injured in 
a car accident in New York City. Upon arrival at the 
hospital, he was declared dead. HODS facilitated 
consultation with several rabbis, and his family ulti-
mately chose organ donation. Eight lives were saved.

A couple of years ago, a 21-year-old Jewish girl in 
a New Jersey hospital was stricken with meningitis 
and declared dead. Her parents contacted HODS 
to learn about the issues of Jewish law surrounding 
organ donation. Consequently, the parents donated 
their child’s organs. Six lives were saved. 

“Unfortunately, there are many myths and super-
stitions about cadaveric organ donation and Jewish 
law, which has contributed to a very low rate of organ 
donors among the Jewish population,” said Feldstein. 
“Our job is to counter those myths by educating more 
Jews about the subject, which hopefully will convince 
more people to become organ donors. There are 

more than 100,000 individuals in America in need 
of a transplant, waiting to receive an organ. Unfor-
tunately, many of them will die waiting.”

People can join the annual 5K fund-raising race as 
a runner or a walker. Those who can’t make it to the 
race can join as a “virtual runner” and still help the 
cause. For more information about organ donation 
and Jewish law, visit the HODS website at hods.org 
or contact Michael Feldstein at michaelgfeldstein@
gmail.com. To contribute to Team Stamford, visit 
its page https://hods5krace.rallybound.org/Team/
View/63126/Team-Stamford.

Last year’s Halachic Organ Donor Society’s 5K race. (Photo 
courtesy of Halachic Organ Donor Society)

Organ Continued from page 1

He served as the president of the Baltimore Board 
of Rabbis. During his tenure in Baltimore, he devel-
oped connections with the non-Jewish community, 
especially the African American community. Rabbi 
Adler hosts the “Derech Eretz Hour” on Arutz Sheva 
radio every Sunday afternoon, organizes a lecture 
series in his home in Maale Adumim, provides coun-
seling services through his Safe Harbor Counseling 
Services and teaches Torah at several Israeli schools.

“We are delighted to be able to host Rabbi Adler in 
Stamford, where he made many connections during 
his tenure here and was a beloved member of our 
clergy,” said Rabbi Daniel Cohen, spiritual leader of 
Congregation Agudath Sholom.

Anyone who would like more information about 
the program or make a reservation for the luncheon 
should visit the synagogue’s website at agudathsho-
lom.org or call the synagogue office at 203-358-2200.

7-9:30 pm and tickets may be purchased 
online at tinyurl.com/tbecc18.

On Saturday, June 16, a Shabbat service 
will feature congregants in a number of roles, 
including reading Torah and other honors. 
The service will also include Torah readings 
by TBE high school and college students. A 
celebratory luncheon will follow the service, 
and will include musical entertainment and 
a presentation by the kids of TBE in honor 
of the rabbi. The luncheon will be free of 
charge, however registration is required. 

Carl Weinberg, president of TBE, says, 
“Rabbi Hammerman has been our spiritual mentor at 
Temple Beth El for many years, through our congre-
gants’ good times and sad times. We are thrilled to have 
this celebration in his honor and everyone is welcome.”

For more information on these events, contact 
Lisa Manheim at lisago1@gmail.com or the Temple 
Beth El office at 203-322-6901, ext. 300. Temple Beth 
El is located at 350 Roxbury Rd., Stamford.

Temple Beth El Celebrates Rabbi Hammerman
By Nancy Schulman

To honor Rabbi Joshua Hammerman’s 30-plus 
years of service at Temple Beth El, a weekend of 
celebration will take place at the synagogue from 
June 14-16.

Prior to coming to TBE as assistant rabbi in 1987, 
Rabbi Hammerman was the rabbi of a small congrega-
tion in Peekskill, NY, his first pulpit after ordination. 
Looking for a challenge, and attracted by the large 
Jewish community in Stamford, he visited and “fell 
in love with the people, who were unpretentious and 
positive, the area which felt very ‘New England’ for 
this Boston boy, and the synagogue itself, especially 
the sanctuary and the windows.” Rabbi Hammer-
man says that he and his wife, Mara, also “loved that 
Stamford had an excellent public school system and 
Jewish day school, that it was diverse and had an 
active interfaith organization, and that it boasted a 
vibrant Federation and a Jewish Community Center.”

Since becoming TBE’s spiritual leader in 1992, 
Rabbi Hammerman has focused on creating what he 

calls “an oasis of warmth, love and mutual 
respect” that he believes is vital for a modern 
congregation. As TBE’s leader, he seeks to 
embrace people of all backgrounds and 
faiths, and encourages inclusiveness in syn-
agogue life. Programs he has implemented 
include Synaplex and Shabbat Unplugged.

During his time at TBE, Rabbi Hammer-
man has also been involved in numerous 
local and national organizations. In the 
Stamford community, for example, he has 
been president of the Interfaith Council 
of Southwestern Connecticut and the 
Stamford Board of Rabbis, a chaplain for the Stam-
ford Police and a member of the pastoral advisory 
committee of Stamford Health Systems. 

To begin the celebration festivities, on Thursday, 
June 14, Rabbi Hammerman will be the honoree 
at the TBE Cantor’s Concert led by Cantor Magda 
Fishman and featuring Cantor George Mordecai. 
The concert will take place at Temple Beth El from 

Rabbi Joshua 
Hammerman

Rabbi Elan Adler Returns as Scholar-in-Residence
By Michael Feldstein

Rabbi Elan Adler, who served as the 
assistant rabbi at Congregation Agudath 
Sholom for seven years, will be returning 
to the synagogue as a scholar-in-residence 
on Shabbat weekend, Friday-Saturday, 
June 22-23.

He will speak four times on Shabbat 
day. After the 9 am morning services in the 
main sanctuary, Rabbi Adler will deliver a 
sermon on “My Favorite Sentence in the 
Torah.” There will be a community luncheon at 
approximately 12:30 pm at the synagogue (reserva-

tions are required), at which Rabbi Adler 
will speak about his experiences as a new 
immigrant to Israel. At 7 pm, Rabbi Adler 
will deliver a class on the portion of the week 
(Chukkat). Finally, at 8:30 pm, between 
the afternoon and evening services, Rabbi 
Adler will speak about “Lessons in Derech 
Eretz (Being a Mensch).”

Rabbi Adler served as a pulpit rabbi for 
25 years in Stamford and Baltimore prior 
to making aliyah with his family in 2010. He 

received his smicha from Yeshiva University and was 
an aide to Rabbi Joseph B. Soloveitchik for two years. 

Rabbi Elan Adler
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a matching gift-driven fund-raising process, courtesy 
of a gift from the Louis J. Kuriansky Family Foun-
dation. For six years, the Foundation has dedicated 
funds to the Corps to introduce teens to philanthropy, 
and foster leadership skills and Jewish values. The 
participants were charged with raising their own 

Corps members selected individual values that resonated 
with them and later debated and prioritized which values 
would represent the 2018 cohort. 

Noah Weinberg, Eytan Israel and Celia Rosen after analyzing 
and presenting an organization’s application to the full 
group during allocation night.

funds to match the Foundation grant. They babysat, 
shoveled and directed cars to park at an event. “I 
was so impressed that these teens did not take the 
easy way out and ask their parents or grandparents 
for the money. They got creative and raised $1,800 
that was matched by the Kuriansky Foundation. The 
granting process was so much more meaningful for 
them because they raised the money,” said Diane 
Sloyer, UJF CEO.

Midway through the year, Corps members crafted 
an organization mission statement, unique to their 
cohort, which includes specific causes to fund. This 
year, they decided to focus their efforts to fund-raise 
and allocate funds for nonprofit organizations that 
focus on poverty, illness, and/or education issues 
affecting youth in the region. Corps members created 
a marketing plan and formally distributed requests 
for proposals throughout the community. They 
navigated the full grant allocation process, including 
visiting the sites of applicants. In the final sessions, 
Corps members evaluated proposals and decided to 
fund four local organizations.

The 2018 Kuriansky Teen Tzedakah Corps grant 
recipients and projects are:

 � Domus Kids – Girls Circle and Boys Council

 � Inspirica – Children’s Services Program
� Jewish High School of Connecticut – STEAM 
Makerspace
� Schoke Jewish Family Service – Emergency Assis-
tance Fund

The program culminated with an award ceremony 
acknowledging the grant recipients on May 8.

Jessie Katz is the director of the Kuriansky Teen Tzedakah 
Corps.

Teen Continued from page 1

On April 29, more than 250 people gathered 
at the Hilton Stamford Hotel for “An Evening of 
Mind Games with Schoke JFS.” The 39th Annual 
Mitzvah Award was presented to Jeri Appel, and 

L-r: Michael Alexander, Edith Samers, Linda Gornitsky and 
Laurence Sheinman, former board presidents  of Schoke JFS.

L-r: Ninth Annual Mitzvah Award honorees Stephen and 
Gail G. Trell and Jeri Appel, and 12th Young Leadership 
Award honoree F. Robb Caster. (Photos by Aviva Maller 
Photography)

L-r: Matt Greenberg, CEO of Schoke JFS; Alan Kalter, master of 
ceremonies for the evening; and Jon Stetson, master mentalist.

An Evening of Mind Games with Schoke JFS
Gail G. and Stephen Trell in recognition of their 
service to the greater Stamford community. F. Robb 
Caster was honored with the 12th Annual Young 
Leadership Award. Liz Kitay and Ronnie Sichel, 

See “Mind” on page  15

Women’s Philanthropy of United Jewish Federation of  
Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien

              
                  
                    

 

          
                     

Spring Dinner 2018
 With Author Dara Horn

Thursday, May 31, 6:30 P.M.
Temple Beth El, 350 Roxbury Road, Stamford

6:30 P.M. Buffet Dinner, Tricky Tray/Silent Auction; 7:30 P.M. Program

$125 per person, $75 young women ages 13-18
$360 Event Sponsor * includes Dara Horn’s latest book, Eternal Life, and signing

“Tricky Tray” raffle/auction tickets - Purchase now and save!
$72-100 tickets   $54-65 tickets   $36-36 tickets

All ticket packages will be $10 more at the event. 

Thank you to our Sponsors
      

The Louis J. Kuriansky Foundation

Please RSVP at www.ujf.org/springdinner2018
Questions, please contact Diane Sloyer at Dianesloyer@ujf.org or 203-321-1373 ext. 105
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Visit www.ujf.org or facebook.com/stamfordFederationÊ

On May 4, the United Jewish 
Federation of Greater Stamford, 
New Canaan and Darien joined with 
other Federations in New Haven 
for a Partnership2gether committee 
meeting. Nancy Mimoun and Diane 
Sloyer joined with colleagues from 
Stamford’s partnership region Afula 
Gilboa to set the funding and planning 
agenda for the year. Representatives 
from the Israel Steering Committee 
attended the meeting and made site 
visits throughout the region. The 
Jewish Agency’s Partnership2gether 
Peoplehood Platform (previously 
known as Partnership 2000) has been 

The SNEC team met with Nancy Schiffman (left) of Jewish Community Center of Stamford 
and plans for continued collaboration.

Partnership2gether 
called the paradigm for successfully 
partnering global Jewish communities 
directly with Israeli communities.

Many projects were discussed. The 
importance of connecting the global 
Jewish family, increasing Jewish identity, 
strengthening Israeli society, providing 
a living bridges to Israel, creating gen-
uine friendships and increasing the 
understanding life in the Jewish state 
were called important components of 
selected projects.

On May 8, the Afula Gilboa delega-
tion came to Stamford to meet with UJF 
leaders and also had the opportunity to 
visit with some local Jewish institutions.

Celebrating Jewish American Heritage Month
By Elissa Kaplan

The Jewish Historical Society of Fair-
field County, in collaboration with Con-
necticut Jewish Historical Societies and 
Congregations Beth Israel in Hartford 
and Mishkan Israel in Hamden, joined 
the Jewish Federation Association of 
Connecticut (or JFACT) to celebrate 

Jewish American Heritage Month at 
the Connecticut state capitol on May 
3. United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien, 
along with the other six Federations 
in Connecticut, is a member of JFACT. 
Michael Bloom, executive director of 
JFACT, organized the exhibit in tribute 

L-r: Connecticut State Representative 
Caroline Simmons and Leah Tillman, VP 
of administration at JHSFC

L-r: Connecticut State Representative 
Patricia Billie Miller and Eva Weller, past 
president of JHSFC

to the generations of Jewish Americans 
who have helped weave the fabric of 
American history, culture and society.

In Hartford, the milestone of 175 
years of religious freedom in Connecti-
cut was celebrated. In response to a 
petition from Jews of Hartford and New 
Haven, the state’s General Assembly 
passed a Special Act on June 6, 1843, 
granting Jews the freedom to worship 
openly and form congregations. Con-
gregation Beth Israel and Mishkan Isra-
el have served the Jews of Hartford and 
of the Greater New Haven area since 
the 1840s. The Honorable Henry S. 
Cohn, Superior Court judge in the New 
Britain District, spoke about the rights 
of Jews of Connecticut from the state’s 
founding to the passage of the 1843 
statue, giving Jews permission to form 
synagogues. Cohn is a legal historian.

The passage of the Special Act of 1843 
enabled the Jewish community to estab-
lish places of worship, which evolved to 
include other forms of expression and 
involvement. Community engagement 
has been said to be a cornerstone of Jewish 

character. The Jewish Historical Society of 
Fairfield County designed a new exhibit, 
“Expression of Jewish Identity: From 
Synagogue to Social Action,” to illustrate 
how ordinary people have fulfilled the 
ancient Jewish mission in modern times.

To understand the modern involve-
ment with social action, the Jewish 
Historical Society of Fairfield County 
looked to an ancient text: “The world 
stands on three things: on the spiri-
tual community (Torah), on service 
(avodah), and acts of lovingkindness 
(gemilut chasidim).” (“Ethics of the 
Fathers” (Pirke Avot) 1:2)

Using a combination of artifacts, pho-
tographs and quotes from oral histories, 
acts of spiritual community, service and 
loving kindness are shown in the exhibit, 
which include: 22 members formally de-
clared themselves as “Agudath Sholom 
Synagogue” in Stamford on September 
7, 1889; a group of Jews from Bridgeport 
established a school in the 1890s; Dr. Jacob 
Nemoitin from Stamford served people of 

See “Heritage” on page 18
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mazel tov to area 
professionals

bits and pieces

UJF Tribute Cards are a wonderful way to connect with your 
family and friends and mark any occasion while supporting the 

extraordinary work of  UJF.  To send a tribute, go to www.ujf.org.

remembering times past

words of torah

By Sandy Golove
To submit infor-

mation to Bits and 
Pieces, call 203-
912-9945, or e-mail 
me at sandy@ujf.
org.

WELCOME TO 
GROWING FAMILIES:

Daniella and Mitchel Balsam on 
the birth of a son, Dylan Wesley 
Balsam; grandparents are Toby and 
Gary Balsam and Marla and Stan 
Frohlinger.

Jessica and Adam Batkin on the 
birth of a son; grandparents are Sharon 
and Larry Greenberg and Annette and 
Stephen Batkin.

Helen and Edward Kweskin on the 
birth of their granddaughter, Bailey 
Emerson Kweskin.

MAZEL TOV TO:
Beverly and Allen Helfer on the 

marriage of their grandson Alex Re-
ich, son of Joy and Jonathan Reich, to 
Shelby Greenbaum, daughter of Scott 
and Heidi Greenbaum.

Ivy and Marvin Schildkraut on the 
engagement of their son, Eli Schild-
kraut, to Daniela Sassoon.

Michal Smart on her appointment 
as director of Ayeka North America.

MAZEL TOV TO B’NAI MITZVAH:
Hailey Brandt, daughter of Allison 

and Jeffrey Brandt; grandparents are 
Barbara and Warren Brandt.

Malcolm Fenster, son of Natasha 
and Joel Fenster.

Lilly Lapine, daughter of Holly and 
Noah Lapine; grandparents are Jenni-
fer and Mark Lapine.

Marissa Miller, daughter of Karen 
and Scott Miller; grandmother is Bar-
bara Miller.

Kayla Richman, daughter of Karyn 
and Michael Richman.

Jacob Safir, son of Kerry and Rick Safir.
Jude Senker, son of Limor and Josh-

ua Senker; grandparents are Shelley 
and Eddie Senker.

CONDOLENCES TO:
Kate Cik on the loss of her mother, 

Barbara Frommer.
Phyllis Peckar Clamage; Daniel, Eric 

and Marc Clamage; David, James and 
Michael Peckar; Susan Peckar Wiedorn; 
and Lawrence Clamage on the loss of her 
husband, their father, their stepfather 
and his brother, Allan Clamage.

Nina Kuch on the loss of her hus-
band, Bailin Kuch.

Cheryl Lefkovits, Ari Lefkovits and 
Lauren Lefkovits on the loss of her hus-
band and their father, Dr. Albert Lefkovits.

Samuel Novick and Rosalyn Sher-
man on the loss of their brother, Melvin 
Joseph Novick.

Susan Sabreen on the loss of her 
brother, Marty Berger.

Dan Schacht on the loss of his father, 
Gary Schacht.

Mary Sommer on the loss of her 
father, Albert F. Sommer Jr.

Linda Spilka on the loss of her 
mother, Francisca Morales Rodriguez 
de Galarza Ramirez.

Alan Stockman on the loss of his 
mother, Gloria Stockman.

Janet Weintraub on the loss of her 
husband, Gary Gould.

Ron Zussman on the loss of his father, 
Amiram Zussman.

By Larry Ginsberg
On January 25, 1888, Chief Consta-

ble Louis Drucker of New Canaan was 
shot to death while attempting to serve 
an arrest warrant on one Jacob Scheele 
for selling homemade liquor without a 
license. Scheele was convicted at trial 
and sentenced to hang. On appeal, the 
Supreme Court of Errors for Fairfield 
County (The State v. Jacob Scheele, 
57 CONN 307, 1889) in a precedent 
setting opinion upheld the conviction. 
The court was asked to rule that Scheele 
was defending his property and himself 
from an unlawful arrest, and could only 
be liable for manslaughter.

The court held that if the jury found 
that Scheele exhibited malice toward 
Drucker or had a premeditated intent 
to kill him, Scheele could be convicted 
of murder in the first degree. A number 
of witnesses testified that Scheele had 
quarreled previously with Drucker and 
had threatened his life. Scheele had been 
arrested previously for illegally selling 
alcohol without a license in New Canaan. 
Charles Secord, a witness, testified that 
on December 25, 1887, while in custody 
for a previous liquor license violation, 
Scheele asked him where the “damned 
Jew “ was and stated, “I’ll fix him so he 
will stay fixed and he will not be dogging 
me around anymore.” Other witnesses 
testified as to Scheele’s animosity toward 
Drucker. Following a second trial held on 
May 21, 1891, Scheele was found guilty 
and hanged June 18, 1891.

What is known about Drucker? The 
Druckers were probably the first Jews 
resident in New Canaan. The 1880 
census states Drucker, born in 1850 
in Prussia, was married and had five 
children. Drucker, a respected citi-
zen of New Canaan, was a tailor and 
a Freemason, and was elected chief 
constable in 1884. Drucker probably 
moved to New Canaan from New York 
City. The New York County Supreme 
Court issued a Naturalization Certifi-
cate dated October 15, 1866 stating his 

New Canaan Chief Constable Louis 
Drucker (1849-1888)

A plaque honoring at the Louis Drucker 
New Canaan Police Department.

former nationality as “King of Prussia.”
After Drucker arrested Scheele 

on December 25, 1887, five witnesses 
testified that Scheele threatened him 
with bodily harm and castigated him for 
being a “damned Jew.” On January 25, 
1888, Drucker went to Scheele’s home 
to serve another warrant for selling li-
quor without a license. Scheele pointed 
a shotgun at Drucker and attempted to 
shoot him, but the gun misfired. Druck-
er went back to town to get assistance to 
effectuate the arrest. Upon their return, 
the suspect shot and killed Drucker.

Drucker was buried in the Congrega-
tion B’nai Israel Cemetery in Fairfield. 
The Bridgeport Hebrew Benevolent 
Lodge, a communal organization that 
Drucker was a member, provided his 
widow with a grant of $1,000 to help 
the family. In 1889, the Connecticut 
State Senate appropriated $1,000 to 
his widow for him being killed in the 
discharge of his duty.

The New Canaan Police Department 
installed a plaque to honor the memory 
of “Chief Louis R. Drucker who served 
from 1884-1888.”

Drucker, the first Jewish resident and 
chief constable of New Canaan, was a 
dedicated public servant who will be 
remembered.

Larry Ginsberg is a board member of the 
Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield County.

The Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield 
County is a recipient agency of United 
Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New 
Canaan and Darien.

Bi-Cultural’s Michal Smart Appointed Director of Ayeka 
North America

Ayeka: The Center for Soulful Education announced 
the appointment of Michal Smart as the organization’s 
first director of North American operations. Smart, who is 
currently associate principal of Judaic studies at Bi-Cultural 
Day School in Stamford, will take up her new post in August.

Considered a leader in innovation and curriculum design, 
Smart is the recipient of the Grinspoon Award for Excellence 
in Jewish Education and the JEIC Education Innovation 
Award, and was one of 10 designers re-envisioning day 
school education on the Hakaveret design team.

In her new position, Smart will direct the follow-up efforts 
of Ayeka’s Soulful Spiritual Development Program, super-
vising the team of Ayeka senior educators working with 12 Jewish day schools.

In her new role, Smart will continue to consult with Bi-Cultural Day School, 
which two years ago became the first middle school in the country to participate 
the Ayeka program.

“We are thrilled for Michal Smart as she takes on this incredible opportu-
nity to create meaningful and genuine experiences in Jewish education,” said 
Bi-Cultural Head of School Jackie Herman. “Ayeka has helped Bi-Cultural de-
sign a curriculum that further deepens students’ connections to their spiritual 
identities. We have witnessed the impact this approach has had on our students 
and we look forward to continuing to watch it flourish.”

Michal Smart

Carmel Academy’s Rabbi Jordan Soffer Selected for Rabbis 
Without Borders Fellowship

Carmel Academy’s Rabbi-In-Residence Rabbi Jordan 
Soffer has been selected for the Rabbis Without Borders 
program, CLAL’s initiative that helps rabbis innovate using 
Jewish wisdom as a source for wellbeing. Rabbi Soffer will 
be part of the eighth cohort for this competitive rabbinic 
fellowship program.

Rabbis Without Borders is the first Rabbinic Network in 
America that spans denominations, geography and experi-
ence. Serving over two million people in the United States 
to date, Rabbis Without Borders has built a reputation for 
serving the needs of America’s ever-increasingly diverse 
population. The rabbis selected for the program seek to 
share Torah in pluralistic, innovative ways grounded by a sense of service to all.

Since 1974, when CLAL was founded by Rabbi Irving Greenberg and Nobel 
Laureate Elie Wiesel, its mission has been to help prepare the Jewish people for 
the unprecedented freedom and openness of America. Rabbis Without Borders 
is an extension of that work.

Rabbi Jordan Soffer

By Rabbi Daniel Cohen
What does community mean? During 

the summer as we refresh ourselves and 
get ready for the new season ahead, it is a 
worthwhile time to reflect on who we are as 
a community and who we want to be. What 
does it mean to be #StamfordStrong?

At our first shul board meeting of the 
year, we ask our members about their 
hopes for the coming year. What are 
your priorities and where would you like 
to devote your time? The answers are 
always inspiring. Whether in God, To-
rah, kindness, welcoming, fiscal health 
and more, we are all excited about the 
continuing growth of our community. 

Each person in our community, 
regardless of affiliation, possesses a 
unique opportunity to harness our 
talents for the benefit of our Jewish 
and non-Jewish community. This is the 
foundation of building a strong, united 
and connected community. In partic-
ular, when we share our sorrows, we 
diminish our pain and when we share 
our celebrations, we increase our joy.

Jan Carlzon, the former CEO of 
SAS airlines, calls these opportunities 
“moments of truth.” It could be as little 
as a 15 second interaction between 
one person and another person on a 
Shabbat morning, a weekday, or around 
town that defines a sense of connection 
and warmth. These moments of truth 

Moments of Truth – Seeds of 
Mourning and Redemption

can be transformed into positive and 
eternal ones with lasting impact.

I ask everyone in the Stamford Jewish 
community to seize these moments of 
truth. When a new person moves to town, 
welcome them. When you hear of some-
one in need, reach out to them. In the 
smallest of moments, we can provide a 
haven for a person who is bereft, comfort 
for the bereaved, meaning in people’s 
lives when feeling adrift and deeper 
happiness in times of joy. Our world 
is increasingly impersonal and virtual, 
but we have the privilege to create and 
deepen connection and community.

This message is the challenge of this 
season in the Jewish calendar. Tisha 
B’Av, the saddest day on the calendar, 
Sunday, July 22, mourns the devastating 
impact of division amidst the Jewish 
people. We believe that each generation 
is tasked with envisioning a better and 
brighter day. We must remember we 
can rebuild the world. When we stand 
together united and create moments 
of connection, we can instill hope and 
healing in a world of hurt, and light in 
a world of darkness. Each of us, through 
our moments of truth, can fuel the spirit 
of Stamford into a beacon and shining 
light of the ideals of Jewish community 
and be lights unto the world.

Rabbi Daniel Cohen is the spiritual leader 
of Congregation Agudath Sholom.
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families across the world every month. “Something 
magical happens when parents or caregivers sit 
down together to read with children,” said Diane 
Sloyer, CEO of UJF. PJ Library shares Jewish stories 
that can help families talk together about values 
and traditions.

A program of the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, 
PJ Library is made possible through partnerships 
with philanthropists and local Jewish organizations. 
UJF has had two donors since our joining the pro-
gram in 2010. More than 3,000 books have been 
delivered to homes throughout Stamford, New 
Canaan and Darien. Families with children ages 6 
months through 8 years old who have Judaism as 
part of their lives are welcome to sign up. PJ Library 
welcomes all Jewish families, whatever their back-
ground, knowledge, family make-up, or observance 
may be. PJ Our Way offers a continuation for ages 
8 ½-11, where the child is involved in choosing the 
monthly book selection.

PJ Library radio, a streaming music service, is part 
of a continual effort to innovate how families with 
Jewish children can engage and connect with Jewish 
culture and values.

Every year, the PJ Library Conference brings 
together PJ Library program professionals, team 

On April 26, UJF’s Jewish Community Relations 
Council hosted an institutional security briefing for 
leaders and staff of Jewish organizations in Stamford, 
New Canaan and Darien. Captain Sue Bretthauer of 
the Stamford Police Department briefed the audience 
on maintaining appropriate levels of precautions, 
communicating with local law enforcement and 

Captain Sue Bretthauer 
presented on institutional 
security at the Jewish 
Community  Relat ions 
Council briefing.

Leadership of local Jewish institutions listen at the Jewish Community Relations Council 
briefing.

Situational Awareness: JCRC 
Community Briefing

situational awareness. Bretthauer also provided an 
analysis of the current threat landscape and explained 
how the Stamford Police Department obtains and 
communicates relevant intelligence. UJF said it is 
grateful to Bretthauer and the Stamford Police De-
partment for their help and vigilance securing the 
local community community.

The Herbert and Sarah M. Gibor Reading Partners 
program, a project of the UJF of Greater Stamford, 
New Canaan and Darien, has now officially completed 
its 19th year of service in the Stamford public schools 
and after-school programs. Reading Partners is cur-
rently in the process of recruiting volunteers for the 
2018-2019 school year. Volunteers do not need to be 
experienced, but a love of children and reading are 
considered a must. The program provides training 
and workshops throughout the year. Contact Read-
ing Partners Director Lenore Fogel at 203-321-1373, 
ext. 115, or readingpartners@ujf.org if interested in 
joining the Reading Partners’ team.

Reading Partners volunteer team leaders include (back row, 
l-r): Lenore Fogel (director of Reading Partners), Susan 
Kolbrenner, Susan Josephson, Susan Holzman, Barbara 
Rosenberg and Caron Zampino. Front row (l-r): Lisa Wise, 
Leah Baker, Lesley Sandison, Anita Katz and Marge Pavlov.

Do You Love 
Reading to Children?

Annual JCC Youth 
Triathlon

The Stamford Jewish Community Center will hold 
its ninth annual Youth Triathlon on Sunday, June 17, 
at the JCC on Newfield Avenue. Katchko and Sons is 
the presenting sponsor of the 2018 Youth Triathlon.

“Triathlon has grown tremendously as a popular 
sport for adults, and the 
JCC gives children the 
opportunity to compete 
in an arena where the 
focus is on fun, fitness 
and personal challenge,” 
said Mo Concepcion, the 
JCC’s managing director 
of sports, recreation and 
day camps. “With the 
Youth Tri, we give the 
community an incredible 
opportunity to nurture 
children’s abilities and 
encourage them to live ac-
tive and healthy lifestyles.”

Triathlon participants 
will be divided into five 
age groups: 4-5 years, 6-7 

years, 8-10 years, 11-13 years and 14-16 years. Children 
who do not want to compete in all three events are 
invited to form relay teams.

The triathlon will consist of races in swimming, 
cycling and running. The event will begin in the 
JCC pool, then move to the bicycle course on nearby 
roads that will be closed to vehicular traffic. Younger 
children will remain on the JCC property for the 
bicycle portion of the race. The final running leg is 
held on JCC property for all of the racers.

“This is an opportunity for young athletes to 
participate in an enjoyable life experience through 
athletics,” Concepcion concluded, “one that encour-
ages self-confidence, good health and community 
spirit through participation.”

Check-in is at 7 am, with a triathlon start time of 8 am.
For information or to register, visit stamfordjcc.

org or contact Concepcion at 203-487-0971 or 
mconcepcion@stamfordjcc.org.

The Jewish Community Center of Stamford is a recipient 
agency of United Jewish Federation of Stamford, New 
Canaan and Darien.

Kalina Zapert, age 11, rode 
in the second leg of last year’s 
JCC Youth Triathlon. The 
triathlon is in its ninth year 
in Stamford.

PJ Library: Impacting Jewish Literacy

L-r: Nili Simhai, PJ engagement officer; Sharon Franklin, 
UJF; Jessica Rickert; and Tracy Daniels of UJA/JCC 
Greenwich.

members, lay leaders and donors from dozens 
of North American communities and at least six 
countries. Conference workshops and presenta-
tions focus on increasing the programming, orga-
nizing, marketing and fund-raising skills needed 
to effectively reach and engage Jewish families in 
Jewish life. 

“Intensive networking, skill-building, and resource 
sharing makes the annual conference a highly valued 
support tool and not-to-be-missed opportunity. UJF is 

Through a partnership with the United Jewish 
Federation of Stamford, New Canaan and Darien, 
PJ Library sends free Jewish children’s books to 

See “PJ” on page 15
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was a lead organizer 
and speaker at the 
Stamford March for 
Our Lives on March 
24. She was also 
the co-organizer of 
the walkout at her 
school that was held 
to remember the 
tragedy in Parkland, 
FL, and to protest 
gun violence.

She is an executive board member 
on the Mayor’s Youth Leadership 
Council at Westhill, focusing specifi-
cally on mental health issues in school. 
She serves as a board member on the 
Westhill Feminist Club and is the social 
media manager. She is also a reporter 
for Westhill’s The Westword, writing on 
topics ranging from limitations on birth 
control to upcoming music festivals. 
She celebrated her bat mitzvah at TBE 
in May 2014 and graduated from the 
TBE Religious School the following 
month. She is an active member of USY.

“This year, when students across 
the country are leading the way in ad-
vocating peacefully for their political 
beliefs, TBE recognizes Alyssa’s efforts 
to ensure the safety and security of all 
Americans,” said Carl R. Weinberg, 
TBE president.

Melanie Roloff and Marissa Young 
received the Teen Volunteer Award. 
The TBE Teen Volunteer Award is 
given to a teenager who has exhibited 
exceptional leadership and engage-
ment at TBE, and who serves as a role 
model for others.

TBE has been Roloff’s second home. 
She is a graduate of TBE Religious 
School and celebrated her bat mitz-

By David Giver
With the school year winding down, 

the eight members of the senior class at 
the Jewish High School of Connecticut 
said they are looking to the future. Each 
senior is spending time this summer 
getting ready for the next chapter in 
their life’s journey. While many of the 
students are making the transition 
directly to university, some are taking 
a gap year in Israel.

Three JHSC students, Student 
Council President Natalie Shclover, 
Samuel Terr and Matt Zweibel, all of 
Stamford, will be attending UConn. 
Shclover has been accepted into the 
Honors Program at UConn. “The Uni-
versity of Connecticut’s six-year medical 
program was certainly the best choice 
for me, and I can’t wait to further my 
passion for the medical field at college,” 
says Shclover of her next step toward 
her goal of becoming a doctor.

Three members of the JHSC grad-
uating class are going out of state for 
college. Danny Goldblum, of Stamford, 
has committed to Washington Univer-
sity in St. Louis to study biomedical 
engineering; Julia Arnowitz, of Wilton, 
has committed to Ursinus College in 
Pennsylvania for psychology; and Emily 
Sklar, also of Wilton, will be attending 
UC Davis and studying business. Gold-
blum said, “You never know what the 
answer is going to be from your top 

Jewish High School of Connecticut 2018 senior class. Back row (l-r): Samuel Terr, Jensen 
Greif, Danny Goldblum and Matthew Zweibel. Front Row: Natalie Shclover, Emily Sklar, 
Julia Arnowitz and Gabriella Lieberman. (Photo by David Giver)

JHSC Seniors Look Toward 
the Future

choice university, and it is hard waiting 
to find out. Knowing that I am going 
to be at Washington University is just 
amazing. I am looking forward to the 
next four years.”

While most of the class is heading 
directly to university, Gabriella Li-
eberman and Jensen Greif, both of 
Stamford, are spending a gap year in 
Israel before heading to school. Greif 
will be participating in an art and dance 
program in Israel, while Lieberman will 
be going to Midreshet Torah V’Avodah. 
Of choosing a gap year in Israel, Li-
eberman said, “I am excited to take a 
year where I can focus on exploring 
and solidifying my Jewish roots, before 
I continue my pursuits in politics and 
social justice at Brandeis University!”

Reflecting on this year’s senior class, 
Rabbi Elisha Paul, head of school at 
JHSC, said, “This is a diverse class of 
leaders. Each one of these students 
has a unique plan for their future and 
is doing everything to make those 
dreams a reality. JHSC has given them 
the tools to succeed and seeing these 
early successes is a tribute to all that 
each one of these students has done to 
guarantee that they continue to develop 
and grow into the person they want to 
become in the future.”

The Jewish High School is a recipient 
agency of United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

Teen Leadership Awards Presented at TBE
The Fred Weisman Tikkun Olam 

Award is given to a person or persons 
who embody the spirit of tikkun olam 
(repair of the world). The award is in 
memory of Fred Weisman, z’l, a TBE 
member whose life was filled with acts 
of caring and loving kindness.

TBE presented the Fred Weisman 
Tikkun Olam  Award to Alyssa Goldberg 
at its Annual Membership Meeting on 
May 23. 

A junior at Westhill High School and 
daughter of longtime congregants Vivian 
Rich Goldberg and Bruce Goldberg, she 

Alyssa Goldberg Melanie Roloff Marissa Young

vah at BE. For several years, she has 
been a committed madricha at TBE’s 
Religious School. She also tutors stu-
dents on a one-on-one basis. She is 
actively involved in the community at 
the Stamford JCC, BBYO, Friendship 
Circle and ADL. She said she gained 
great experience through an internship 
with Stand With Us. She said she is very 
excited about visiting family in Israel 
this fall and attending the University 
of Vermont in January.

Young has contributed to the Jewish 
community and Stamford High School 
in numerous ways – from being a mad-
richa and tutor in the TBE Religious 
School to president of the Stamford 
Chapter of BBYO; from leading more 
than 100 girls in weekly programs to 
build community, provide peer support 
and raise funds to combat hunger, sup-
port disabled veterans and other causes, 
to participating in the Friendship Circle 
Program for children with special needs. 
She is also editor-in-chief of The Round 
Table, Stamford High School’s student 
newspaper; vice president of the school’s 
Friendly Faces Club, which helps foster 
a fun and welcoming environment for 
students with disabilities; and captain 
of the varsity gymnastics team.

Close to 450 guests filled the ballroom of the Hilton Stamford Hotel on May 6 to pay 
tribute to Linda and Len Russ of Westport and several other Jewish community leaders at 
the annual Bi-Cultural Day School Celebration Dinner. The evening’s theme was “Blue 
Ribbon,” in recognition of the school’s recent designation as a 2017 Blue Ribbon School 
of Excellence by the U.S. Department of Education. L-r: Rabbi Tzvi Bernstein (dean of Bi-
Cultural Day School), Jackie Herman (principal and head of school), Dr. Pamela Schaffer 
(Alumni Award), Larry Rezak (Community Service Award), Len and Linda Russ (guests 
of honor), Pia Walker (Jane Shoztic Memorial Award), Craig L. Price (Young Leadership 
Award) and David Pitkoff (president of Board of Trustees).

Bi-Cultural Honors 
Community Leaders
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 JCC will host holiday luncheons for seniors
On Thursday, June 14, from 11 am-1 pm, the Jewish Community Center will 

host a Father’s Day luncheon for senior adults with entertainment by James 
Michael. On Thursday, June 28, from 11 am-1 pm, the JCC invites seniors to 
celebrate Independence Day with a barbecue lunch and entertainment.

“The JCC’s Senior Adult program focuses on connectedness to others and a 
sense of belonging,” said Connie Cirillo Freeman, the JCC’s director of senior 
adult services. “We are proud to offer activities such as adaptive chair exercise 
classes, educational speakers, discussion groups and entertainment that help 
our seniors to live enriched and fulfilling lives. Our popular holiday luncheons 
give us a chance to celebrate as a family.”

All senior adults in the community are invited to attend the both luncheons. 
There is a $4 suggested donation for each and reservations are required. Trans-
portation is available to both events. For reservations and information, contact 
Freeman at 203-487-0983 or cfreeman@stamfordjcc.org.

At the start of every week, Leah 
Shemtov of Chabad of Stamford and 
her staff begin to think about who might 
need a Loaves of Love package to be 
delivered on Friday before Shabbat. 
On average, six to eight packages are 
delivered each week to new moms, shiva
homes, people who are new to town, 
people in crisis or just about anyone 
who could use a “taste of Shabbat” or 
an extra dose of love.

The package holds freshly baked 
challahs, grape juice and soup, all 
wrapped in pink and brown tissue paper 
and placed inside a pink bag. These 
Loaves of Love offer a taste of Shabbat 
to someone that might need a little 
“pick-me-up” to start their Shabbat. 

Shemtov says, “We feel privileged 
to give people a home-cooked taste of 
Shabbat and let them feel connected 
to the community and to know that 
they are not alone.”

The Loves of Love packages would 
not get very far without the volunteers 
who are willing to brave all kinds of 

Loaves of Love Deliver Taste of 
Shabbat

weather to help deliver them. The core 
group of Loaves of Love volunteers in-
clude Deidre Goldberg, Moshe Speter, 
Abby Goldberg, Elayne Dener and Taly 
Farber. “Although they are sometimes 
met with surprise by the recipients of the 
Loaves of Love, they are always met with 
delight and appreciation,” said Shemtov.

Speter, who frequently delivers 
Loaves of Love, says, “I really enjoy 
bringing smiles to the sometimes sur-
prised recipients as I give them the bag 
with the words of ‘Shabbat Shalom’ or 
‘Good Shabbos’ from Chabad. I do this 
because, as a retiree, I have the time, 
and I am very appreciative of Chabad 
and its efforts for the Jewish community 
of Stamford. It is actually a highlight 
of my Fridays.”

To suggest someone who could 
benefit from a Loaves of Love pack-
age, to offer to deliver Loaves of Love 
packages, or to sponsor Loaves of Love 
for the week, contact Shemtov at 203-
324-2223, ext. 102, or morahleah@
chabadstamford.org.

The Friendship Circle Salutes its Volunteers
Some of the honorees 
pose as they received 
their mezuzah. L to r: 
Natalie Shclover, Will 
Gold, Jackie Fahey, 
together with Mussie 
Kantor. (Photos by Clive 
and Raema Salmon)

Teen volunteer Jessica Ostroff em-
ceed the flow of the evening’s activities. 
After a chapter of Psalms from Nicole 
Vantman, and a word of Torah from 
Eytan Israel, those attending watched 
a video as Coco Aysseh, a non-verbal 
recipient of Friendship Circle services, 
expressed her love for her Friendship 
Circle friends by pointing at letters 
on a chart to spell things out. “All the 
volunteers at Friendship Circle mean 
the world to me. At Friendship Circle I 
am treated with respect and kindness.”

Amy Falkenstein, a Friendship Circle 
mom, gave the volunteers a glimpse 
of what life is like as a family with a 

child with special needs. She went on 
to thank her volunteers and all those 
who volunteer of their time. “Her words 
were sincere and from the heart, and 
the crowd was moved to tears,” said 
Lenore Fogel.

The graduating volunteers who were 
honored received mezuzot for their 
college dorm rooms in acknowledg-
ment of their service. The honorees 
were Will Gold, Jackie Fahey, Natalie 
Shclover, Jessica Ostroff, Nicole Vant-
man, Melanie Roloff, Carly Bennett, 
Tamara Mintz and Isabel Offir. All active 
volunteers and teen board members 

See “Circle” on page 12

said, “This evening is an expression of 
gratitude for the love and devotion these 
teens have shared with our Friendship 
Circle children. The amazing thing is 
that many of these teens feel that they 
have received so much more than they 
have given. Their lives have been as 
enriched by the children as the chil-
dren’s lives have been touched by their 
volunteering. We are so grateful to the 
volunteers, who are the real magic of 
The Friendship Circle.”

On the evening of April 22, The 
Friendship Circle of Fairfield County 
held a Volunteer Appreciation Eve-
ning for the teen volunteers who have 
dedicated their time and efforts to in-
dividuals with unique abilities this year.

The event was held at Congregation 
Agudath Sholom and more than 200 
volunteers, their families and Friendship 
Circle parents attended. Chanie Kam-
man, family coordinator for the Friend-
ship Circle, who organized the event, 
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Lauren Steinberg, 
JCRC director

A Message from UJF’s Jewish 
Community Relations Council

By Lauren Steinberg
With every beginning 

comes an end.
A little over a year ago, I 

began working as director 
of United Jewish Federation 
of Greater Stamford, New 
Canaan and Darien’s Jew-
ish Community Relations 
Council. I am so proud of 
what we have done together 
since then.

As a community, together, we orga-
nized a rally that involved the entire 
community in proclaiming that hate is 
not welcome here in our towns. We es-
tablished, deepened and strengthened 
our relationships with different faith 
and ethnic communities. We bettered 
our relationship with law enforcement, 
and provided updated and valuable 
security information to our community 
institutions. We worked to advocate for 
the state of Israel and strengthened the 
roots of our support for the Jewish state. 
We developed connections with our 
elected officials and pushed legislation 
that will ensure Holocaust education 
in Connecticut schools. Together, we 
commemorated the Holocaust, we 
mourned the devastation of terrorism, 
we celebrated Jewish community and 
Shabbat and learning.

I am honored to have taken part in 
this work with you. And so it is tremen-
dously bittersweet for me to announce 
that I am leaving UJF. Beginning this 
summer, I will be moving to New Hav-
en to co-direct the Heshe and Harriet 
Seif OU Jewish Learning Initiative on 
Campus at Yale together with my hus-
band, Rabbi Alex Ozar. OU-JLIC places 
rabbinic couples on campuses to model 
engaged Jewish life and help students 

L’Hitraot – Until Next Time
navigate Jewish choices, study 
and leadership as they grow 
into their roles as the future 
leaders of our community.

I am grateful to have had 
the opportunity at UJF to 
work with a team of dedicated 
and inspired leaders. They 
include Peter Lilienthal, 
whose chairmanship of the 
JCRC has been a case study 
in passion and dedication; 

Ricky Arbron, who is similarly devoted 
to ensuring positive growth in the com-
munity; and the members of the JCRC 
community, who continuously contrib-
uted valuable feedback, productive 
ideas and important connections and 
experience. I am grateful, as well, to the 
donors who made our work possible, 
and to the steering committee that first 
saw and then pursued the potential 
of a JCRC in our community. And of 
course to Diane Sloyer and the UJF 
staff, who have been true partners as 
well as mission-oriented colleagues, and 
all of the leadership and community 
members I have had the opportunity 
to get to know and to work with.

While I will miss our work together, I 
know that UJF and the JCRC will be in 
good hands, and that this community 
will continue to make positive progress 
that builds on this past year’s work. 
Without a doubt, my work at Yale will 
be enhanced for all I have learned from 
and done with you, the community here 
in Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

Thank you to you, the entire 
community, for joining with UJF and 
making my time here meaningful and 
productive. I look forward to hearing 
about your continued good work and 
to opportunities to stay in touch.

Leah Shemtov (in front) thanked the chairs of the event. L-r: Debra Faizakoff, Shushannah 
Walshe, Kimmie Warmflash and Judy Contente . (Not pictured: Chairs Diane Samelson 
and Elexis Silverman). 

Chasidic Woman Judge 
Wows Audience

On April 29, Chabad of Stamford’s Jewish Women Connected hosted a spring brunch 
in honor of Lag B’Omer and Pesach Sheini. (Pesach Sheini occurs 30 days after 
Passover and literally means “second Passover.” It is considered a day for second chances 
and celebrates the idea that nothing is a lost cause. It is customary to eat matzah on that 
day.) The Honorable Judge Ruchie Freier was the guest speaker and addressed the 100 
women present, talking about how she became a criminal court judge and her life as an 
observant Chasidic Jewish woman. (Photos by Shternie Shemtov)

Sixteen Bi-Cultural Day School students in grades three-eight were named recipients of 
awards in the 33rd Annual Stamford Literary Competition, which recognizes excellence 
in the writing of fiction, non-fiction and poetry. Leading the pack of Bi-Cultural winners 
was third-grader Sadie Palker who won first place for non-fiction and second place for 
fiction in her age group. Other Bi-Cultural winners included (back row) Zachary Isaacs, 
Isabella Kuhr, Andrew Jaffe-Berkowitz, Charlotte Moreen and Sarah Eisenstein; (middle 
row) Samantha Bradley, Isabelle Kanefsky, Erez Fass, Julius Kurtz and Ava Grunberg; 
and (front row) AJ Dayan, Ian Loefler-Kaplan, Jacob Contente and Palker. Not pictured: 
Shira Hecht and Yoav Hochman.

Sixteen Bi-Cultural Students 
Take Home Literary Awards

School; StandWithUs; Young Israel of 
Stamford; Israel Cancer Research Fund; 
and BBYO of Stamford.

“Some might say that Israel’s exis-
tence is an actual miracle and, on April 
18, we all came together to mark and 
celebrate it. The community gathering 

Community Continued from page 2

were publicly acknowledged. A video, 
#SeeItDifferently through Friendship 
Circle lenses, showed how Friendship 
Circle volunteers are taught to see 
others with kindness and love. When 
the official program ended, the evening 
continued with a Hollyrock Entertain-
ment game show where all teens and 
families could participate. There were 
prizes awarded to many winners.

Chana Hellinger, volunteer coordi-
nator, who handed out the Friendship 
Circle swell water bottles as a thank you 

Circle Continued from page 9

was a true reflection of our unity and 
the deep connection we have to the 
state of Israel, and that is something 
that is priceless to me, both as in Israeli, 
and as a community member for the 
last two years,” said Yael Stolarsky, JCC 
Israeli shlicha.

to all the volunteers, said, “I can’t believe 
another school year is coming to an end. 
Year after year the volunteers amaze us 
with their commitment, love, and care to 
those with unique abilities. We will miss 
them all in the summer but we have great 
things planned for the fall and we can’t 
wait to see those smiling faces again.”

For more information about the 
Friendship Circle, to get involved or 
to make a donation in honor of a vol-
unteer, visit www.FriendshipCT.com or 
call 203-409-1543.

blend of traditional and contemporary 
styles to Jewish music and synagogue 
life. She has performed in Israel, Eu-
rope, the U.S. and Canada. She also 
performs with the National Yiddish 
Theatre Folksbiene’s Soul to Soul, as 
well as the group Divas on the Bimah.

Cantor Mordecai weaves his cultural 
heritage into his work as a performer 
and cantor. He has performed Sephar-
dic and Judeo-Iraqi liturgical reper-
toire in concert halls and synagogues 
worldwide. He has dedicated his life to 
pursuing a vision of devotional music 
that speaks to the sacred interconnect-
edness of all humanity.

TBE will also honor Rabbi Joshua 

Hammerman that evening for his 30 
years of service to the synagogue and 
the Stamford Jewish community. (For 
more information, see the article on 
page 3). 

The concert is sponsored by the Mann 
family in memory of Norma and Milton 
Mann, z’l. A dessert reception will fol-
low. The concert is open to the public; 
general admission seats by advanced sale 
are priced at $36 and $10 for students. 
Tickets at the door will be $45 and $18 
for students. To purchase tickets or place 
a tribute ad online, go to www.tinyurl.
com/tbecc2018. For further informa-
tion, contact TBE at 203-322-6901, ext. 
301, or office@tbe.org.

Concert Continued from page 1

Standing (l-r): Zac Kitay and Andrew Goldberg. Seated: Leah Jacobson, Ashley Shapiro, 
Sara Gatz, Zoe Jaffe-Berkowitz and Eytan Israel.
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By Julie Lapin
Carmel Academy fifth-grader Liora 

Wilkins was awarded the third place 
prize in the Connecticut Celebrate 
America Creative Writing Contest.

The contest, which was sponsored 
by the American Immigration Lawyers 
Association of Connecticut, challenged 
fifth-graders throughout the state to 
reflect on and write about the theme 
“Why I Am Glad America is a Nation 
of Immigrants.”

Wilkins’ essay, “Everyone An Im-
migrant,” which she wrote from the 
perspective of the Statue of Liberty, 
was selected as a finalist by a panel of 
judges. Her essay was then chosen by 
U.S. Senators Richard Blumenthal and 
Chris Murphy as the third place winner.

The contest, which is organized by 
the national American Immigration 
Council, gives fifth-graders throughout 
the country the opportunity to explore 

Carmel Student Wins State Writing Award
Winning Entries Chosen By Senators Blumenthal and Murphy

America as a nation of immigrants.
“Carmel Academy’s fifth-graders 

studied the history of immigration to 
the United States, learning about why 
people immigrate and the different 
waves of immigration to our country,” 
said fifth grade teacher Daneet Brill. 

In addition to learning the history of 
immigration, the students read “Letters 
from Rivka,” a book about a young 
Jewish girl’s flight from Russia in the 
early 1900s.

The students also welcomed sever-
al guest speakers, including Carmel 
Academy’s Admissions Director Ella 
Shteingart, an émigré from the former 
Soviet Union.

“It was meaningful to help the chil-
dren connect my personal immigration 
story with the story of Rivka from the 
book that they had read. The students 
discovered many similar themes and 
were able to ask me thoughtful ques-
tions from a deeper point of knowl-
edge,” Shteingart said.

Carmel Academy alumni parent and 
Stamford-based immigration lawyer 
Beth Boyer also visited the students, 
and taught them about modern day 
immigration, the process of immigra-

Carmel Academy fifth grade student Liora 
Wilkins

tion to the U.S. and the important role 
immigration plays in our society.

“The unit really opened up their 
eyes to how our country was formed 
and where their family stories started,” 
Brill said.

“The students’ enthusiasm and curi-
osity came alive in their creative writing 
about immigration. Students wrote 
stories, essays, poetry and dialogue; 
and each of the students submitted an 
entry to the contest,” Brill said.

“When I thought about what I want-
ed to write, I decided to write from the 
perspective of the Statue of Liberty 
and her take on immigration,” said 
Wilkins. “I did some research about 
the Statue of Liberty before I started 
writing. I am really happy and excited 
about my essay.”

Carmel Academy is a recipient agency 
of United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan nd Darien.

By David Giver
On May 6, students from Dr. Paul 

Castle’s engineering class at the Jewish 
High School of Connecticut took part 
in the sixth annual CIJE (Center for 
Initiatives in Jewish Education) Inno-
vation Day at the New York Hilton in 
Manhattan. CIJE’s Innovation Day is 
the largest Jewish day school robotics 
and STEM event in the country. More 
than 1,200 students from 40 day schools 
in the tri-state area displayed their 
capstone projects and competed in the 
high school engineering conference 
competition. JHSC submitted two 
projects to this year’s event.

One of JHSC’s two teams was made 
up of sophomores Kovi Bodek, Noam 
Haron and Andrew Yakubovich, all of 
Stamford, who presented their project, 
Servo Tunes. Explaining the project, 
Yakubovich said, “Thousands of musi-
cians suffer from some kind of hand or 
arm injury through the course of their 
careers. Our product, ServoTunes, is 
a simple fix that could significantly 
improve the musical aspect of their 
lives. Our main objective was to display 
the many capabilities of servo motors 
by coding them to depress and pluck 
guitar strings in such a way that they 
were able to play melodies. Adding 
additional servos allowed us to expand 
the range of notes that were able to be 
played. ServoTunes was successfully 
able to play a song, exhibiting the 
adaptability of servos.”

JHSC’s other CIJE Innovation Day 
team was made up of sophomores 
Sarah Hanna, Zoe Jaffe-Berkowitz and 
Jake Sigman, all of Stamford. They 
presented their project, the BioShelf. 
As explained by Jaffe-Berkowitz, “The 
BioShelf is designed and constructed 
to produce the ultimate eco-friendly, 

JHSC Students Compete at Engineering Conference
efficient planting system for small 
spaces. Our design also utilizes an LED 
panel and water dripper to maximize its 
efficiency. The base is a donut-shaped 
planter that is rotated by a motor at a 
constant rate. The motor is connected 
to an Arduino computer processor to 
ensure that it is spinning at the correct 
speed. The watering system consists of 
a water dripper that releases water at 
a constant rate. The final component 
of our design is an LED panel. The 
panel contains a combination of red, 
blue, and white LEDs to assist the 
plants in growing. This feature is useful 
especially if the consumer has limited 
window space.”

After setting up their individual CIJE 
Innovation Day projects, the students 
had a full day of presenting and an-
swering questions, especially during 
the judging process. When the judging 
was completed, the team of Bodek, 
Haron and Yakubovich placed in the 
top 10 in the engineering competition. 
Both JHSC projects were well attended, 
with students from many of the other 
participating schools leaving their own 
projects to come see and hear about 
the JHSC projects.

JHSC Head of School Rabbi Elisha 
Paul commented on the CIJE com-
petition participants, “Our students 
experienced a real world project 
development process that took them 
from the visioning through the devel-
opment and implementation stages 
of producing a real invention based 
on an original innovative idea. These 
are the type of skills they will need in 
the emerging economy they will face 
as adults later in life.”

The Jewish High School is a recipient 
agency of United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

L-r: Dr. Paul Castle with JHSC sophomores Jake Sigman, Zoe Jaffe-Berkowitz and Sarah 
Hanna.

L-r: JHSC sophomores Noam Haron, Kovi Bodek and Andrew Yakubovich with Dr. Paul 
Castle. (Photos by David Giver) 

 Once again this year, The New Jewish Voice is inviting 
its readers and local organizations to extend New Year’s 
greetings to the community by purchasing a New Year’s 
greeting ad, which will appear in our September issue.
 You may choose from the designs, messages and sizes 
shown here - more are available. You may also choose your 
own message, as long as it �ts into the space of the greeting 
you select. (Custom designs available upon request.) The price 
of the small greeting is $18 (styles B and F), the medium one 
is $36 (style A and C) and the largest one (style G, not shown) 
is $72.  
 To ensure that your greeting is published or for more 
information on additional styles, sizes & designs, please 
contact Bonnie Rozen at 1-800-779-7896, ext. 244 or bonnie@
thereportergroup.org. Checks can be made payable 
to The New Jewish Voice and sent to: The New Jewish 
Voice, 500 Clubhouse Rd., Vestal, NY 13850.

Deadline: August 10 (September issue)

5779

L ’ Shanah Tovah
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Please join us for our annual Chapter Two Garden Party 
Wednesday, June 27th 
2pm at a private home 

Featuring a demonstration on how to create your own floral arrangements 
$40,  refreshments will be served 

Register at www.ujf.org/Garden or contact Sharon at (203) 321-1373, ext.109, sharon@ujf.org 

Are you interested in writing the next chapter of your life with a great group of women  
while learning about the worthy works of United Jewish Federation? 

Join Chairs Sue Frieden and Sari Jaffe as we take day trips, visit exciting exhibits, listen to 
fascinating authors, and learn about how UJF benefits the Jewish community. 

On April 11, a group of 34 Bi-Cul-
tural Day School students arrived in 
Israel for the school’s annual month-
long “Israel Experience,” which has 
capped off Bi-Cultural’s eighth grade 
curriculum for close to 45 years. The 
itinerary included touring the coun-
try from Eilat to the Golan Heights; 
engaging in volunteer social service 
activities and acts of chesed; and 
attending study sessions at various 
educational institutions.

“For all their years at Bi-Cultural 
these students have been learning 
about Israel. Now, just before they 
graduate and move on to the next phase 
of their young lives, they get to see all 
they learned come to life,” said Bi-Cul-
tural Associate Principal Rabbi Yehuda 
Jeiger “The trip gave them the unique 
opportunity to connect with the land, 
the people, and the culture of Israel. 
All these years they’ve been taught that 
this is their homeland – now they were 
given the opportunity to feel it.”

Bi-Cultural Eighth-graders 
on the Road in Israel

L-r: Ben Weiner, Justin Bilenker and Max Dayan refurbished a pair of crutches in Yad 
Sarah’s equipment repair room.

Among their many stops, the stu-
dents visited Yad Sarah, Israel’s largest 
volunteer organization that engages in 
acts of kindness for Jews and non-Jews 
in Israel, where they were given a tour 
and engaged in several hands-on activ-
ities. The students had a connection 
with the organization: In September, 
when eighth-grader Max Dayan cele-
brated his bar mitzvah, he earmarked 
all his gifts – every single one – for Yad 
Sarah Play Center and Toy Library for 
children with special needs.

“Away from home, many for the first 
time, students reach a new maturity 
level during the course of this trip,” 
noted Rabbi Jeiger. “It helps them next 
year when they go off to high school. 
They also have the chance to solidify 
friendships so that they don’t lose 
touch as they move on and go their 
separate ways.”

Bi-Cultural Day School is a recipient 
agency of United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

Israel Trip Impacts Carmel 
Students

From praying at the Kotel to visiting Yad Vashem on Yom Hashoah to celebrating Israel’s 
70th birthday at Rabin Square to practicing yoga in the Hula Valley to picking 1.6 tons of 
beets at an agricultural moshav for Israel’s hungry – one of numerous chesed projects 
Carmel Academy eighth-graders participated in across Israel – students said the trip was 
an unforgettable experience. Shown are eighth-graders Maya Fogel, Lily Fanwick, Talia 
Orbach, Maya Buck and Matan Kramer-Richard packing rice and couscous at Pantry 
Packers, a Jerusalem-based organization run by Tzedakah Central/Colel Chabad to help 
feed the hungry.

Carmel Academy’s eighth grade spent two weeks in Israel on a journey designed as a 
culmination of their years of integrated learning. Carmel’s students made their trip 
during the period just after Pesach that includes Yom Hashoah, Yom Hazikaron and 
Yom Ha’atzmaut. Carmel Academy’s eighth-graders are shown welcoming Shabbat at the 
Kotel in Jerusalem.

At left: The Bi-Cultural 
Day School sixth grade class 
performed an Israeli flag 
dance at two communitywide 
celebrations marking the Jewish 
state’s 70th birthday. On April 
18, the students performed at 
the communitywide celebration 
held at the Stamford Jewish 
Community Center and, next 
(pictured here), they performed 
the dance at the school’s own 
Israel@70 party.

Bi-Cultural Students Wave 
the Blue and White

PJ Family Hike and Picnic!

Sunday, June 10 @ 10:00am
Meet @ Waveny Park, Farm Road trail entrance

With special appearance by Elliot Sloyer, author of 
the awesome books Bat in the Bunk and �e Safety 

Pin. Free Books and playing cards for all!

Make new friends and enjoy nature on Waveny’s 
stroller friendly trails! We’ll supply snacks and water 
bottles, families should bring their own lunch if they 

want. For parents and children of all ages! 

RSVP requested at www.ujf.org.
For more information, contact Lauren Steinberg, 

Director of UJF PJ Library, at lauren@ujf.org or 203-
321-1373 ext. 104.
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At the Jewish 
Community Cen-
ter’s annual meet-
ing on May 15, Joy 
Katz was elected 
president of the 
JCC Board of Di-
rectors. Meeting 
highlights includ-
ed installation of 
new officers and 
directors, the pre-
sentation of the 
Center Woman of the Year Award to 
Cami Murace and the presentation of 
Volunteer of the Year awards. 

In addition, Sheryl Young was award-

Joy Katz Sheryl Young 

By Judie Jacobson
Bi-Cultural Day School students 

were caught up in community service 
last month, when students engaged in 
the school’s second annual “Mitzvah 
Mania.” 

For one full day in May, preschoolers 
through eighth-graders fanned out 
into the community to perform mitz-
vot. Students were a variety of places: 
preschoolers entertained residents of 
Atria Senior Living; first-graders packed 
food and toiletries for residents of 
Inspirica and Pacific House Shelters; 
second-graders prepared meals for 
Schoke Jewish Family Service clients; 
third-graders baked challah for Chabad 
of Stamford’s Loaves of Love program; 
fourth-graders stocked shelves at the 
Fairfield County Food Bin; fifth-graders 
visited with residents of Sunrise Senior 
Living; sixth-graders beautified Inspiri-
ca’s Youth Center; seventh-graders orga-
nized the library and helped out at the 
Domus-Chester Addison Youth Center; 
and eighth-graders, still on their Israel 
Experience trip, packed food donations 
with Israel’s Pantry Packers.

“We strongly believe that going out 
into the community and working with 
our hands and our hearts to improve 
the lives of our neighbors is truly what 
tikkun olam is all about,” said Head of 
School Jackie Herman of the program, 
which was conceived last year and con-
tinues to be directed by the Bi-Cultural 
Parents Association. 

“We couldn’t be more proud of our 

Community Benefits from Bi-Cultural’s “Mitzvah Mania”

Anne (last name held on request), a 93-year-old resident of Sunrise Senior Living, enjoyed 
“shedding” her wisdom with (l-r) Bi-Cultural fifth-graders Ayden Riker, Travis Fuchs, 
Richard Baer and Jack Jaffe, who were visiting the residence as part of the Stamford 
school’s Mitzvah Mania day.

At right: Bi-Cultural third-
grader Sadie Palker created 
a heart-shaped challah for 
Chabad of Stamford’s Loaves 
of Love program.

JCC Annual Meeting
ed the Hyacinthe 
and Harold Hoff-
man Humanitar-
ian Award, the 
Center’s highest 
honor. This yearly 
award is given by 
the JCC to the 
individual who 
best expresses the 
ideals of service 
to the community 
that Hyacinthe 

and Harold Hoffman, longtime JCC 
leaders and distinguished humanitar-
ians and philanthropists, exemplified 
during their lifetimes.

students!” she added.
By the end of the Mitzvah Mania 

day, many of the students said they 
understood that when you give a part 
of yourself, you get something back.

“It was fun meeting Anne,” said 
fifth-grader Jack Jaffe of his time spent 
chatting with a 93-year-old resident of 
Sunrise Senior Living. “She was nice 
and gave us advice and told us many 
stories about her life. She told us she 
was ‘shedding wisdom.’ 

“She taught us how to shake hands 
properly, she gave us advice about driv-
ing. She ‘has never been in accident in 
all of her 70 years of driving!’” Jaffe told 
his teacher, Emily Tully, “and those are 
just some of the things.”

Jaffe was so moved by the experience 
that he immediately announced his 
intention to make a return visit. Accom-
panied by a few friends, he returned the 
following week. “I wanted to go back 
because I thought it would be nice for 
her. She told us that she loved talking 
to kids and didn’t get to do that often. 
She touched me,” he said.

Besides, he says, “I think that the 
seniors have a lot to teach us and we 
can learn a lot from them.”

His mother couldn’t help but kvell. 
“As a parent you aim to foster a sense 
of humanity and empathy in your 
children,” says Terri Jaffe. “When my 
son jumped into my car overjoyed by 
the happiness he and his friends had 
brought to the seniors that they visited, 
I realized that he was well on his way. 

Bi-Cultural Day School provides the 
most unbelievable opportunities for 
our kids to become mensches.”

event co-chairs, and Sandy Speter, the 
auction chair, were said to have made 
the evening a success. Alan Kalter, 
master of ceremonies, was called a 
hit with the attendees.

“An Evening with Schoke JFS was 
a tremendous success. It brought to-
gether supporters of our agency and 
admirers of our honorees from across 
the community. Jon Stetson, master 
mentalist, awed even the most skeptical 
in the audience,” commented Jonathan 

Fass, COO of Schoke JFS.
A “very lively” live auction along 

with a paddle-raise and silent auction 
raised more than $125,000 toward the 
agency’s effort to provide Emergency 
Assistance for residents in all of the 
15 communities of Fairfield County 
where Schoke JFS supports residents 
in need. 

Schoke Jewish Family Service is a recipient 
agency of United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

Mind Continued from page 4

thankful that Sharon Franklin was able 
to be part of this amazing experience,” 
said Sloyer.

Highlights included a cultural-shift-
ing keynote with Casper ter Kuile and 
Angie Thurston from the Harvard 
Divinity School, authors of “How We 
Gather,” an examination of non-re-
ligious community; skill-building 
workshops on marketing, engagement, 
community building and fund-raising; 
a user-centric workshop with Rabbi Yo-

nah Schiller, master teacher of applied 
design thinking; peer-led Successful 
Effort sessions and Marketplace of 
Successful Efforts; and musical inspira-
tion by Shira Kline, director of worship 
and family education at Lab/Shul New 
York City, and Rick Recht, who is con-
sidered a pioneer of the Jewish rock 
music genre.

For more information on PJ Library, 
call the UJF office at 203-321-1373 or 
visit www.ujf.org.

PJ Continued from page 7

Bi-Cultural Day School is a recipient 
agency of United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.
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David Ben-Gurion, who was to become Israel’s first prime 
minister, read the new nation’s Declaration of Independence 
in Tel Aviv on May 14, 1948. (Photo by Zoltan Kluger/
Israeli Government Press Office via Getty Images)

pro-Israel. But even in the years after the Jewish state 
won its independence 70 years ago, that feeling was 
not yet universal.

Before the Holocaust, Zionism itself was polarizing 
among American Jews. Many, especially in the Re-
form movement, felt support for a Jewish homeland 
would cause their loyalty to America to be called into 
question. The other side was represented by Louis 
Brandeis, the first Jewish Supreme Court justice, 
who saw no conflict between American values and 
Zionist aspirations.

By the time Israel declared independence on May 
14, 1948, American Jews – scarred by images of the 
Holocaust and Nazism, and inspired by newsreels of 
tanned kibbutzniks – were largely supportive of Zion-
ism. But they were not yet turning out for organized 
political advocacy and mass tourism to Jerusalem and 
Tel Aviv. Instead, they were getting used to the idea 
of a Jewish sovereign state – gradually incorporating 
it into their culture, prayers and religious outlook.

“After the mid-1930s, the majority of American Jews 
had come to be positive one way or another about 
the idea of a Jewish homeland,” said Hasia Diner, 
director of the Goldstein-Goren Center for American 
Jewish History at New York University. “While 1948 
on the one hand was very exciting and [had] lots of 
communal programming and celebrations, it was 
slightly anticlimactic in the sense that opposition 
had been gone for at least 10 years.”

North American Jewish support for Israel was tur-
bocharged by the Truman administration’s quick rec-
ognition of the state, and by the Israeli army’s victory 
against the Arab states in its war of independence. In 
February of that year, Golda Meyerson (later Meir), 
raised $400,000 in one day (the equivalent of some 
$4 million today) on behalf of the provisional state 
on just one stop in Montreal. In the weeks following 
independence, she started a drive in the United 
States and Canada for $75 million more (or about 
$750 million in 2018 dollars).

“There was a sense that once America recognized 
the state, Zionism had won, and everyone wanted 
to link with the winners,” said Jonathan Sarna, a 
professor of Jewish history at Brandeis University. 
“It was growing very quickly, it took in all of these 
refugees, which solved that problem.”

After Israel secured its independence, American 
Jews began to engage with the new nation in small 
ways. There was no rush of tourism, but American 
Jews would show their support by purchasing goods 
from Israel, reading books about Israel or holding 

Israeli dance classes in their community centers.
“Here’s this new state they had to kind of develop this 

relationship with, [and] the cultural realm was really 
the place it was happening,” Emily Alice Katz, author 
of the 2015 book “Bringing Zion Home,” told the New 
Books Network podcast. “There were these years in 
which it wasn’t as much about rallying the troops for 
these massive outpourings of aid or political influence, 
but it was more of this coming to know Israel.”

Part of the reticence to support Israel stemmed 
from the ethos of 1950s America, with its focus on 
suburban growth, the “melting pot” and assimilation. 
Against that backdrop, American Jews were trying to 
prove they belonged as social and cultural equals in 
American society. So again they were fearful of “dual 
loyalty” charges that could stem from vocal support 
for a Jewish state.

In a watershed moment in that debate, Israeli 
Prime Minister David Ben-Gurion sent a letter in 
1950 to Jacob Blaustein, president of the American 
Jewish Committee, which for many years had been 
hesitant to throw its support behind the Jewish 
national movement. Ben-Gurion pledged not to 
speak for American Jewry or intervene in its affairs, 
and to dial down his insistence that American Jews 
move to Israel. In exchange, Blaustein recognized 
“the necessity and desirability” of supporting Israel 
in its nation building.

“The 1950s were the heyday of American Jewish 
assimilation,” said Sara Hirschhorn, an Israel studies 
professor at Oxford University. “It was the post-war 
era, when American Jews were benefitting from the 
same things everyone else was benefitting from – the 
GI bill, all kinds of ways for people to move into the 

middle class – and they wanted to continue to make 
the most of that.”

Nevertheless, Israel began to show up in American 
Jewish religious practice. A Conservative prayer book 
published in 1949 had readings about Israel, but not 
the prayer for Israel that is now standard in many 
prayer books. Religious schools gradually shifted their 
pronunciation of Hebrew from European Ashkenazic to 
Sephardic-inflected Israeli. Non-Zionist religious lead-
ers, like Finkelstein of JTS, eventually were sidelined.

The biggest shift, Sarna said, was American Jewry 
viewing Judaism’s history as one of “destruction and 
rebirth.” That outlook posed the Holocaust and the 
establishment of Israel as its two poles and, Sarna 
said, remains dominant in American Jewish thinking 
today. He noted that Israel’s Holocaust Remembrance 
Day and its Independence Day are commemorated 
about a week apart by design.

“The theme of destruction and rebirth becomes a 
very important theme in the lives of American Jews,” 
he said. “So much so that American Jews don’t know 
the history of Zionism going back, and have bought 
the idea that it’s all about the Holocaust being linked 
to the birth of the state of Israel.”

American Jews became more open in their celebration 
of Israel about a decade after 1948. “Exodus,” the 1958 
novel by Leon Uris that painted Israel in heroic terms, 
was a national best-seller and was adapted into a movie 
in 1960 starring Paul Newman and Eva Marie Saint. In 
1961, Yiddish star Molly Picon starred in a Broadway 
musical about a visit by American Jews to Israel, “Milk and 
Honey,” which ran for more than 500 performances. A 
few years later, the Israel Pavilion at the New York World’s 
Fair showcased the country’s charms. And as Cold War 
tensions continued into the 1960s, Israel began to be 
seen as a U.S. ally against the Soviet Union.

In 1967, Israel’s existence was again threatened 
by Arab armies. Between the buildup to that war and 
Israel’s lightning victory, American Jewish accep-
tance of Israel had turned to adulation, placing the 
Jewish state at the center of their identity. The few 
dissenters are found on the non-Zionist left, among 
various haredi Orthodox movements, and in the quiet 
grumblings of some mainstream leaders and rabbis 
who think the emphasis on Israel has thwarted the 
development of distinctly American Judaisms.

“Slowly but surely, Israel became more important 
for American Jews,” Sarna said. “[The year] 1967 is 
at once a reflection of Israel’s growing importance, 
but at the same time it is a great intensification of 
Israel’s centrality.”

Israel Continued from page 1

Berlin Volunteers Hand Out 6,000 Kippahs at Public 
Parks in Solidarity with Jews
By Toby Axelrod

BERLIN (JTA) – In an unusual sight, the people 
lazing about or strolling down the paths in several 
parks here on a sun-drenched Sunday were wearing 
gleaming white kippahs. Seventy volunteers handed 
out some 6,000 of the satin yarmulkes in total at five 
parks in the German capital to counter a recent an-
tisemitic incident targeting a man wearing the Jewish 
head covering. Three non-Jewish friends planned 
the event, dubbing it “Kopf Hoch” – literally “Keep 
your head high,” or “Cheer Up.”

“It’s always important to do something against 
antisemitism, and for the safety of our city in gen-
eral,” Anne [last name held on request], one of the 
organizers, told JTA. “But with the last incident, it 
clearly is not the job of Jews alone – all of us have to 
watch out for each other.”

Initially, more parks were included in the plan. But 
Anne said the Berlin police advised the organizers not 
to carry out their action in the Kreuzberg and Neukoeln 
districts, as both areas have large Arab populations. 
Some of the recent antisemitic incidents here have 
been attributed to people of Arab background.

The organizers of the kippot action – Jannik and 

Marco [last names held on request] joined Anne – 
received support from the Berlin Jewish community, 
the Foundation Remembrance, Responsibility and 
Future, the Friedrich Ebert Foundation and the 
Amadeo-Antonio Foundation, as well as from private 
individuals. They asked that their last names not be 
used to avoid people trying to contact them at work; 
they can be contacted through their Facebook page.

The volunteers started handing out the yarmulkes 
early Sunday afternoon. Within an hour, the green 
lawns of Monbijou Park in the Mitte District were 
dotted with kippah wearers lounging on the grass, 
picnicking or otherwise enjoying the day.

Janin Viviane Ahnefeld, a German-Israeli attorney, 
took a break from work to hand out the free yarmul-
kes. She was accompanied by the best ice-breaker: her 
kippah-wearing golden retriever, Pete. Ahnefeld said 
her best customers were “tourists from other countries.

“I had people from Denmark, France, Poland, 
Britain,” she said. “And they were all very open, they 
wanted to join in and they gladly took a kippah.” And 
they posed for photos with Pete and Ahnefeld.

Locals tended to be more reluctant, she said. “I had a 
conversation with one German guy who said, ‘I am not 
religious, and don’t want to have anything to do with 
it.’ I told him it has nothing to do with whether you are 
religious or not, but he was not interested,” Ahnefeld said. 
It’s a kind of “looking away,” which is “too bad,” she said.

Anne said she only had two negative reactions, 
“but they weren’t bad. One person said ‘no,’ and 
another nearby said, ‘Then I’ll take it!’”

Some said they were not religious, but added, “I 
find what you are doing totally good.”

The event follows a kippah “flash mob” and a recent rally 
that drew some 2,500 concerned Berliners to the door-
step of the Jewish Community Center in the former West 
Berlin. The recent increase in antisemitic incidents has 
been met by calls for tougher action against perpetrators.

On April 17, an attacker shouting “Jew!” in Arabic 

assaulted a non-Jewish man wearing a yarmulke on a 
Berlin street. The victim was an Israeli Arab who said 
he donned the kippah to test whether it had actually 
become dangerous to wear one in Germany.

Critics say the solidarity actions and even govern-
ment promises are too little – and almost too late. 
But these events get people to “come out of their 
bubble and talk about what is happening in our city,” 
Anne said, and also can help people overcome fear 
of others and stereotypes.

On April 29, she met with some Arab families in 
the park. In one case, Anne said, “Someone translated 
for me, and the father of the family said, ‘Of course! 
We will do it with you.’” She added: “Other Arab 
families reacted differently, but always respectful.”

Though by far not all park-goers were wearing 
kippahs by the end of the day, there was a distinct 
impression of something unusual going on. “One 
woman came over and asked if a Jewish festival was 
being celebrated today,” said Anne, laughing. “It 
was a moment of normalcy” for yarmulkes in Berlin.

Belgian tourists posed in yarmulkes with Pete the dog in 
the Monbijou Park in Berlin on April 29. (Photo by Toby 
Axelrod)

Visitors at the Mauerpark in Berlin wore kippahs on 
April 29. (Photo by Adam Berry/Getty Images)
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William Daroff, senior vice president for 
public policy and director of the Washington 
office of the Jewish Federations of North 
America, spoke at the UJF event.

An Evening of Inspiration, Advocacy and Community
Celebrating Teen Leadership

On May 8, more than 75 people 
gathered for an evening of advocacy 
and community hosted by United 
Jewish Federation of Greater Stam-
ford, New Canaan and Darien. The 
evening featured William Daroff, 
senior vice president for public policy 
and director of the Washington office 
of the Jewish Federations of North 
America, who spoke on the topic of 
“Current Issues Facing the Jewish Com-
munity.” Among other issues, Daroff 
discussed the U.S.-Israel relationship 
and the growing partisan polarization 
in the U.S. 

Front row (l-r): Jakob Okun, Naomi Fogel, Ashley Shapiro and Celia Rosen represented the 
graduating cohort of the Kuriansky Teen Tzedakah Corps. Back row (l-r): Bianca Shinn-
Deras of Domus Kids, Matt Greenberg of Schoke Jewish Family Service, Nzinga King of 
Inspirica, Rabbi Elisha Paul of Jewish High School of Connecticut, and Kuriansky Teen 
Tzedakah Corps Director Jessica Katz. The four agencies received grants from the teen 
philanthropy allocations process.

L-r: Michal Fass (second place), Celia Rosen (third place) and Ashley Shapiro (first place), 
Rabbi Alexander J. Goldman Memorial Essay Contest winners, with Dr. Robert Goldman 
and Herbert Kahan.

L-r: Samuel Diamond, winner of the Helen S. 
and Isadore Mark Teen Leadership Award, 
with Susan and Len Mark.

In addition, several teen awards were 
issued and celebrated. Len and Susan 
Mark presented Samuel Diamond, 
a Stamford High School junior, with 
the Helen S. and Isadore Mark Teen 
Leadership Award. Herbert Kahan and 
Dr. Robert Goldman presented awards 
for the Rabbi Alexander J. Goldman 
Memorial Essay Contest to Westhill 
High School sophomore Ashley Sha-
piro (first place), SAR High School 
sophomore Michal Fass (second place) 
and Jewish High School of Connecticut 
junior Celia Rosen (third place). 

The evening also marked the cul-
mination of the 2018 Kuriansky Teen 
Tzedakah Corps. Jessica Katz presented 
grants chosen by the Kuriansky teens 
to Bianca Shinn-Deras of Domus Kids, 

A packed audience listened to William Daroff, JFNA speaker.

A League Of Their Own
Carmel Academy Softball Players Form 
New Team

L-r: Carmel Academy seventh grade athletes 
Francesca Margolius and Nili Sprecher.

By Julie Lapin
Carmel Academy seventh-graders 

Francesca Margolius and Nili Sprecher 
had been competing with the school’s 
baseball team for a number of years. 
As the only girls on the all-boy team, 
and with a growing interest for the 
American pastime, the two young ath-
letes decided it was time for a league 
of their own.

They took that dream and made it 
reality, launching Carmel Academy’s 
first-ever softball team. The team of 
10 Carmel Academy girls took to the 
softball diamond for their inaugural 
game in mid-April.

“We thought starting our own 
team might make the other girls feel 
more comfortable to try something 
new and it gives us an outlet for 
our own sport,” said Margolius, the 
team’s pitcher.

Sprecher, the team’s shortstop, said 
they did face some challenges getting 
the team off the ground.

“Most of the girls on the team have 
never played,” she said. However, that 
didn’t deter the duo from recruiting 
members. During recess, Sprecher 
said she and Margolius made the 
rounds, speaking with their peers 
about the sport and drumming up 
interest. With a clipboard in hand, 
they slowly started building a roster. 
By the time the spring season hit, they 
had a full team.

“We both really appreciate that our 
teammates went out of their comfort 
zone to try something new,” Margo-
lius said.

Classmate and first base player So-
phie Citron said she didn’t hesitate to 
sign up when she found out about the 
new Carmel sports team. “I love trying 
new things, especially sports, because 
you learn new skills that you didn’t even 
know you were good at.”

The team plays within the Fair-
chester Athletic League, competing 
with other private schools throughout 
Fairfield and Westchester counties. The 
inaugural game against Sacred Heart 
was a day that Margolius and Sprecher 

Matt Greenberg of Schoke Jewish Fami-
ly Service, Nzinga King of Inspirica and 
Rabbi Elisha Paul of the Jewish High 
School of Connecticut.

say they will never forget.
“Everyone was excited, but it is safe 

to say we were also nervous. It was our 
first game and we are all new to the 
sport. As the game went on it got easier 
and easier,” Margolius said.

Sprecher added that a big reason 
their nerves subsided was a surprise 
on the sidelines – members of their 
former all-boys baseball team took 
time away from their practice to come 
cheer them on.

“I am so proud of these pioneering 
athletes,” said Carmel Academy’s Ath-
letic Director Philip Goldberg. “Their 
determination and commitment has 
created another milestone for the Car-
mel sports program. I am really proud 
of this founding team; their enthusiasm 
is contagious and with some strong 
coaching they will create a legacy that 
other girls will benefit from in years 
to come.”

Carmel Academy is a recipient agency 
of United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.
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teen voicesWhy I Care…
“We are changed, not by what we receive, but by what we 
do.” – Rabbi Lord Jonathan Sacks

of crisis. Our group brought 
a Torah with us to donate 
to an immigrant Ethiopian 
community, which did not 
have a Torah of its own. This 
inspirational experience 
led me to become involved 
with and co-chair two more 
UJF Missions to Israel a few 
years later.

I have served on the UJF 
Allocations Committee over a dozen 
times and chaired the Committee at 
one point. When it comes to distribut-
ing the available funds to the local and 
overseas programs, I am always amazed 
by the passion and dedication of our 
diverse community to come together 
to support and impact Jewish lives. This 
community spirit is the reason why I 
continued to serve on the Allocations 
Committee as recently as for the 2017 
campaign year.

Have you been involved with other 
Jewish organization?

My involvement with Jewish orga-
nizations started in law school where 
I was active at Hillel, and served as 
the Hillel graduate school president. 
My local involvement started when I 
served on the Board of Directors of 
Congregation Agudath Sholom in the 
late 1980s, as well as on the Board of 
Directors of Jewish Family Service. It 
was with Jewish Family Service in the 
1990s that I got my first taste of the 
UJF Allocations Committee speaking 
on behalf of JFS in the UJF allocations 
presentations. In 2006, I served as a 
chair when the JCC Maccabi Games 
were held in Stamford.

Why is it important for you to give 
back in this way? 

When I was growing up, my father 
was treasurer of the Stamford Jewish 
Community Center. I remember him 
always going to meetings and telling 
my brothers and me how important 
it was to give back to the community. 
So I guess, volunteering within the 
Jewish community was instilled in 
me at a very young age. As a father of 
three sons, I wanted to continue my 
father’s example and serve as a role 
model for them.

Describe what it is about the inter-
national involvement of the Federation 
system that inspires you?

While I was in the Goldstein Lead-
ership Program, a speaker came from 
the American Jewish Joint Distribution 
Committee to talk about how the Joint 
helped elderly Jews in the former 
Soviet Union. He brought with him 
a box, no bigger than a shoe box. 
He proceeded to pull plastic baggies 
full of various food items out of the 
box – chocolate powder, coffee, sugar, 
rice, tea, etc. He explained to us how 
thousands of elderly Jews in the former 
Soviet Union received these boxes 
from the Joint each month and how 
much these packages meant to their 
day-to-day existence. One woman he 
knew was diabetic, yet she valued re-
ceiving the plastic baggy full of sugar 
the most because she was able to use 
the sugar to barter rides from her 
non-Jewish neighbors in order to get to 
her doctor visits. As small as the boxes 
were, they were more than many of 
her neighbors received. I have never 
forgotten that box or the story of the 
elderly woman and just how much 
that box impacted her life. When UJF 
makes its annual allocation to the JDC, 
I know that thousands of people are 
being helped, just like that woman.

Focus on: Gerald Knopf

Jerry Knopf

For the13th year, UJF facilitated the Rabbi 
Alex J. Goldman Memorial Essay Contest, 
whose winners were announced on May 8. 
The contest asked entrants to write about the 
rabbinic quote “All beginnings are difficult” 
as it relates to their Jewish experience. The 
winners were Ashley Shapiro, first place; 
Michal Fass, second place; and Celia Rosen, 
third place. “The contest sparked a record 15 
contributors and made the process of judging 
them a wonderful challenge,” said Nan 
Gordon, UJF education chair. The essays 
were judged by a committee consisting of 
Gordon, Herbert Kahan, Michael Feldstein 
and Lauren Steinberg, who utilized a rubric 
to judge the form and content of the essays.

Past presidents of Temple Beth El 
established the scholarship fund as a 
memorial tribute to Rabbi Goldman, z’l, 
who was senior rabbi at Temple Beth El for 
nearly 30 years. The award was established 
in his memory to reward excellence in writing 
and to recognize the involvement of Stamford 
area teens in the Jewish community and in 
the wider world. The contest is designed to 
help strengthen the Jewish identity of teens 
by providing an opportunity to enhance 
their writing skills while reflecting on their 
Jewish experiences. It is open to all 10th-12th-
graders who reside in the Greater Stamford 
area, regardless of where they attend school.

The first place winning essay is presented 
below, and the remaining winning essays 
will be printed in The New Jewish Voice 
in the fall.

“All Beginnings Are 
Difficult”
By Ashley Shapiro

Ever since my 
bat mitzvah I had 
worn a name-
plate necklace 
with my Hebrew 
name on it. As I 
carefully chose 
the outfit I would 
wear on my first 
day of public 
high school, I felt 
unsure if I should 
wear my beautiful necklace. I had taken 
for granted the constant incorporation 
of Judaism in my elementary and mid-
dle school experience at Bi-Cultural 
Day School. I was concerned that there 
was a possibility that I could lose the 
strong Jewish identity I had formed in 
middle school. I was also worried my 
strong Jewish identity may interfere 
with the formation of new relationships. 
While the diversity of Westhill High 
School was exciting, it also scared me. 
In the end, I decided against wearing 
my necklace on the first day. Since that 
day I have worn my necklace many 
times and even received compliments. 
This change gave me the opportunity 
to reinvent myself as a student, as a 
friend, and as a Jewish teen. Initially, 
I was unsure of how Judaism would fit 
into my new high school identity.

On the first day of school I saw many 
of my Jewish friends in my classes, but 
when I arrived at lunch I did not see a 
single friendly face. I saw a few older 

The 2018 Goldman Memorial 
Essay Contest

girls that I knew, but not a single girl 
invited me to join them. I was a bit 
hurt, but hopeful that I would find 
someone I knew. I wandered aimlessly 
around the massive lunchroom packed 
with students for about ten minutes. I 
started to panic until a girl who looked 
somewhat familiar approached me. She 
introduced herself to me and invited 
me to sit with her. I felt a large weight 
being lifted from my shoulders, as I felt 
comfortable for the first time that day. 
The anxiety of sitting alone on my first 
day of high school had been plaguing 
me all day and I finally felt at peace. 
She mentioned that she was involved 
in BBYO and invited me to the next 
meeting. A few days later she invited me 
out with some of her friends from BBYO.

Rachel did not know what a large 
impact she had on my high school 
beginning. Words cannot express the 
gratitude I felt the moment I realized 
I would not eat alone that first day of 
school. Rachel quickly became my good 
friend and did what nobody else would 
do: she sat with a terrified freshman on 
the first day of school. My new friend 
followed one of the most important 
Jewish values: welcoming strangers. In 
Leviticus 19:33-34 it states, “The strang-
er who resides with you shall be to you 
as one of your citizens; you shall love 
him as yourself, for you were strangers 
in the land of Egypt.” She welcomed 
me into Westhill and the high school’s 
Jewish community. With the help of 
my friends, BBYO quickly became my 
outlet for Jewish learning and culture. 
I was able to reconnect with my Jewish 
identity in a comfortable and supportive 
environment. I was able to balance my 
secular and Jewish values as well as find 
friends who not only accepted my faith 
but embraced it. While I have been able 
to make many amazing and accepting 
friends, I still often turn to my Jewish 
friends and community for comfort.

“All beginnings are difficult.” This 
quote, at its surface, is simple. Simply 
put, this quote says beginnings are chal-
lenging – but looking deeper you can see 
it also suggests that once you overcome 
the beginning, it get easier. This is an in-
credibly important lesson for all people, 
but for teenagers especially. As teens, we 
encounter many beginnings, whether 
it’s the beginning of high school or the 
beginning of college. It is important for 
us to keep our struggles in perspective. 
While the beginning may be difficult, we 
can get through it with the support of 
our community. I truly believe that the 
Jewish community is vital to the growth 
and success of its teenagers.

Now every morning when I put 
on my Hebrew name necklace, I feel 
proud of the way I have been able to 
incorporate my Jewish values into my 
secular life. Looking back now I realize 
that the first day of freshman year gave 
me a gift. It tested my Jewish values in 
a way no event had done before and I 
am much stronger because of it.

Ashley Shapiro is a 10th-grader at Westhill 
High School.

Ashley Shapiro

all races and creeds in the first half of the 
20th century; Jewish service organizations 
have sprung up all over Fairfield County; 
and local Jewish politicians have made 
contributions to the social welfare of the 
entire community in the 21st century.

Look for announcements for times 
and locations for local displays of the 
exhibit. For questions about the exhib-

Heritage Continued from page 5

it, contact the Jewish Historical Society 
of Fairfield County, “Bridging Yesterday 
and Tomorrow,” by phone at 203-321-
1373, ext.150, or e-mail info@jhsfc-ct.
org; or http://jhsfc-ct.org. 

The Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield 
County is a recipient agency of United 
Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New 
Canaan and Darien.

By Sharon Franklin and 
Jane Levene

Jerry Knopf was born and 
raised in Stamford, and has 
had his own law practice 
locally for 27 years. He met 
his wife Isrella at a Hillel 
function when they were 
both graduate students at 
Syracuse University. Cur-
rently she is the director of 
senior services at the Schoke Jewish 
Family Services. Together, they raised 
their three sons, Matthew, Jeffrey and 
Douglas, in Stamford and all attended 
their alma mater, Syracuse University.

Describe your involvement with 
UJF through the years and how long 
you have been associated with the 
organization? 

My first involvement with United 
Jewish Federation was with the UJF 
Young Jewish Professionals Group in 
the late 1980s. This led to an invitation 
to join the Roz and Les Goldstein Young 
Leadership Development Group in the 
1990s. Shortly after this, I was invited 
to join the board of UJF. Hoping to get 
more actively involved in the commu-
nity, I became UJF’s representative to 
JFACT and to Partnership 2000, which 
developed into 11 years of service on 
the UJF Board of Directors.

In 2001, in the midst of the First 
Intifada, I joined several of the local 
rabbis on the Community Mission to 
Israel to support Israel during that time 
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By JNS staff
(JNS) – The Israeli Nature and 

Parks Authority announced that a 
team of archeologists unearthed a 
trove of rare bronze coins dating from 
the last years of the Roman-Jewish 
War (66-73 C.E.) in a cave near the 
south wall of the Temple Mount on 
March 26.

The discovery was part of the Ophel 
excavation operated by Israeli archeol-
ogist Dr. Eilat Mazar of the Institute of 
Archaeology of the Hebrew University 
of Jerusalem, and included dozens 
of bronze coins as well as numerous 
fragments of pottery vessels from the 
four-year rebellion of the Jews of Israel 
against Roman rule known as the Great 
Revolt.

Trove of Coins Minted by Jewish Revolt Discovered in Jerusalem

Some of the bronze coins found near the 
Temple Mount in Jerusalem. (Photo by Eilat 
Mazar, Hebrew University of Jerusalem)

Mazar’s team believes the coins 
were left by hidden Jewish residents of 

Second Temple Jerusalem who sought 
refuge from the Roman siege in a cave 
that measures 7 by 14 meters.

The coins were dated to the period 
just prior to the destruction of the 
Second Temple, years 66-70 C.E., with 
most of them dating to the revolt’s 
final year, or Year Four. Whereas coins 
in the earlier part of the revolt were 
decorated with Jewish symbols and 
bore the paleo-Hebrew words “For the 
Freedom of Zion,” the coins minted 
in Year Four, as the revolt began to 
break down, were etched with “For 
the Redemption of Zion.”

“A discovery like this, ancient coins 
bearing the words ‘freedom’ and 
‘redemption’ found right before the 
Jewish Festival of Freedom, Passover, 

begins is incredibly moving,” said Mazar 
in a statement.

According to Mazar, the cave was 
“virtually untouched” since the Second 
Temple period – considered a very 
unusual occurrence in archaeology – 
and also contains a Hasmonean Period 
layer beneath.

In February, the Ophel excavation 
garnered international attention for 
uncovering a 2,700 year old seal which 
may have belonged to the biblical 
prophet Isaiah.

Approximately 50 years ago, after 
the 1967 Six-Day War, Mazar’s grand-
father, Professor Benjamin Mazar, 
discovered another hoard of Year Four 
coins at excavations near Robinson’s 
Arch adjacent to the Western Wall.
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SUPPORT FOR THOSE IN NEED

CARING FOR SENIORS
Need Help Buying Groceries?
Schoke JFS will provide information and eligibility assistance for financial help to purchase 
food. For a consultation, please contact Rebekah Kanefsky, Schoke JFS Case Manager at
203-921-4161 or email rkanefsky@ctjfs.org.

Schoke JFS Home Companion 
A program placing fully trained and vetted home companions and CNAs matched to the needs 
and specific circumstances of senior clients. Trained aides assist seniors with daily activities, 
chores, and socialization. Certified Nursing Assistants can provide personal care, toileting, and 
medication management. Services are provided hourly, daily or up to 24/7 at competitive rates. 
Full supervision by professional Schoke JFS staff. For more information contact Isrella Knopf, 
Director of Senior Services at Schoke JFS at 203-921-4161 or email at isrellak@ctjfs.org.

Schoke JFS Residential Cleaning
Employ professionally trained individuals to clean your home and at the same time 
help support Schoke Jewish Family Service. Rates lower or competitive than other 
service providers.  For more information, contact Jodi Maxner at 203-921-4161 or 
residentialcleaning@ctjfs.org. 

Let’s Talk
Seniors talk about common interests and concerns, facilitated by a Schoke Jewish Family 
Service counselor.
BRIDGEPORT
Thursdays, beginning March 15, every other week, 10:30 am at Jewish Senior Services,
4200 Park Avenue. Contact Rebekah Kanefsky at 203-921-4161 or rkanefsky@ctjfs.org.
FAIRFIELD
Mondays, 12:45 pm. FREE at the Bigelow Center for Senior Activities, 100 Mona Terrace.   
Seniors talk about common interests and concerns, facilitated by a Schoke Jewish Family 
Service counselor. Contact Amanda Geffner at 203-921-4161 or ageffner@ctjfs.org .
STAMFORD
Tuesdays, 11:00 am. FREE at the Stamford JCC, 1035 Newfield Avenue
Contact Sheila Duggan at 203-921-4161 or sduggan@ctjfs.org. 
WESTPORT
Thursdays, 1:00 pm. FREE at the Westport Senior Center, 21 Imperial Avenue.
Contact Sheila Duggan at 203-921-4161 or sduggan@ctjfs.org. 

COUNSELING, MEDIATION and CRISIS
Schoke JFS For Children/Adolescents Diagnosed With ADD/ADHD
Wednesday afternoons. Finding Your Focus with Dr. Lee Combrinck-Graham MD.  
Service includes psychiatric evaluation, review of previous evaluations, family as-
sessment, on-going support, and medication management. Qualifies for insurance 
reimbursement. For more information, contact Eve Moskowitz at 203-921-4161 or 
emoskowitz@ctjfs.org. 

Schoke JFS College Counseling
Need help navigating the college admission and application process? Qualified, experienced 
assistance provided by Claire D. Friedlander, Schoke JFS College Consultant. Competitive 
fees. For more information, contact Claire Friedlander at 203-921-4161 or clairef@ctjfs.org. 

Kuriansky Foundation Counseling Program of Schoke JFS
Qualified, licensed professionals provide counseling and psychotherapy to individu-
als, children, adolescents, families, couples and groups. For emotional support while 
unemployed, see Life Transitions below. Affordable fees, based on income; no one is 
“turned away”. Insurance accepted. For more information, contact JFS at 203-921-4161.

Schoke JFS Individuals / Families in Crisis
Comprehensive services. Assistance with basic necessities, housing, medical, social, 
legal and financial matters. Fees based on ability to pay. For more information, 
contact: Rebekah Kanefsky at 203- 921-4161 #128 or rkanefsky@ctjfs.org. 

Parent Education Program (PEP)
State-mandated workshop for divorcing parents with children at Schoke JFS Stamford. 
Fee is $125 per person. Call for dates and to register at 203-324-3167.

Schoke JFS Focus on K.I.D.S. 
For divorced or separated parents experiencing high conflict around parenting deci-
sions. Teaches both parents strategies for communicating in a non-hostile manner. For 
more information, contact Erika Garcia at 203-921-4161 or erikag@ctjfs.org.

Schoke JFS Spousal Bereavement Groups, 
Mondays at 10:30 am at Congregation B’nai Israel, 2710 Park Avenue, Bridgeport. 
Fridays at 10:30 am (beginning September 8) at Stamford JCC, 1035 Newfield Rd., Stamford 
Gather to share feelings and exchange ide as in a non-judgmental environment that 
provides emotional, practical, and spiritual support for grieving the loss of a spouse 
or significant other. Contact Amanda Geffner, Schoke JFS Therapist at 203-921-4161 or 
ageffner@ctjfs.org

DIVORCE & BEREAVEMENT

EMPLOYMENT & TRAINING
Schoke JFS Employment Life Transitions Support Group
Tuesdays, 1st and 3rd of every month, 1-2 pm beginning June 5th at Stamford office of 
Schoke JFS. Looking for emotional support while searching for employment? Need practical 
help during the job search? Join the support group, facilitated by Lois Meyer, LMSW, Schoke 
JFS Case Manager, to help you through this transition. No cost. For registration, please con-
tact Lois Meyer at 203-921-4161 or email lmeyer@ctjfs.org

Schoke JFS Computer Training Courses
Variety of courses - all levels, individuals or small groups. Nominal fee. For more
information, contact Ilene Locker at 203-921-4161 or iklocker@ctjfs.org. 

Schoke JFS Seniors2Work 
Job Bank for age 50+. Lower Fairfield employers can list full / part time jobs for dedicated, 
skilled mature workers. No fees. For more information, contact Ilene Locker or Jodi Maxner 
at 203-921-4161 or www.seniors2work.org

Disrupt Aging in your Community
Wednesday, June 6th, 7:00pm – 8:30 pm Schoke JFS, the Stamford JCC and AARP are 
partnering to present a 90-minute program entitled, Disrupt Aging in your Community, 
which is designed to bridge the gap between generations. An interactive session 
focuses on aging from an intergenerational perspective, offering thought-provoking 
discussion and activities. To reserve a spot, please sign up at https://aarp.cvent.com/d/
ctqhbf/ or call 1-877-926-8300. If you have any questions about the program, contact 
Isrella Knopf, Director of Senior Services, at isrellak@ctjfs.org or 203-921-4161.

Brain Fitness Group 
Monday, June 11th, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM at the Stamford JCC, 1035 Newfield Avenue 
Want to stimulate your brain power? The session will focus on attention skills with 
practical support to help reach personal brain fitness goals. Advance registration 
suggested. Light refreshments will be served. JCC Members: $8 per session.  Open to 
the community at $10 per session. Optional lunch following the session $9 (under 60), 
$4 suggested (over 60). To register, contact Connie Cirillo Freeman at 203-487-0983 or 
email cfreeman@stamfordjcc.org For additional information, contact Dr. Toby Lazarus, 
Schoke JFS Brain Fitness Program Coordinator at 203-921-4161 or tlazarus@ctjfs.org.

Schoke JFS Kosher Food Pantry
Non-perishable staples for those in need. Donations welcomed. Please contact Rebekah 
Kanefsky at 203-921-4161 or email rkanefsky@ctjfs.org to arrange drop-off. For more 
information, contact JFS at 203-921-4161.

SUPPORT

(JTA) — The Spanish island of 
Mallorca recently held its first Limmud 
program, a festival of Jewish learning.

Some 85 participants out of a 
Jewish community of up to 200 
participated in the daylong Limud 
Mallorca, which offered 18 sessions 
on Jewish topics in Spanish, Catalan 
and English, including for children 
and teens.

“We see Limud Mallorca as an en-
gine to grow the Jewish community,” 
Dani Rotstein, a Limud Mallorca co-

On Tiny Mallorca, Limmud Learning Festival Aims to Spark a Jewish Revival
chair, said in a statement that used 
the local spelling of the international 
network of learning festivals. Rotstein 
is a New Jersey native who in 2014 
moved to Mallorca, where he produces 
television commercials.

“For starters, inspired by Limud, we 
hope to launch a Jewish film series, 
Jewish cooking classes, book clubs, a 
hiking club and sharing Shabbat dinner 
in each others’ homes,” he said. “We 
also hope to create prayer spaces for 
each stream of Judaism.”

The Jews on Mallorca come from 
Argentina, France, Germany, Israel, 
the United Kingdom, the United States 
and Turkey. British Jews established the 
local synagogue in the 1980s. There is 
also a functioning Jewish cemetery on 
the island.

In the 1300s, the Inquisition forced 
Mallorca’s Jews to convert or live in 
Palma’s Jewish ghetto as crypto Jews 
until the end of the 17th century. 
Their descendants became known as 
Chuetas. Some 20,000 people with 

Chueta last names live on the island. 
Some have converted back to Judaism 
and are among the most active Jewish 
community members.

Presenters for Limud Mallorca 
came from Barcelona, Madrid, Ger-
many and Switzerland, as well as 
locals. Limmud, which was founded 
in the United Kingdom in 1980 to 
provide Jewish learning opportuni-
ties to communities, has spread to 
84 communities in 44 countries on 
six continents.
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