
 

June 14, 2017, UJF Board of Directors Meeting 

Attendees: Ricky Arbron, David Fogel, Nancy Mimoun, Lorraine Kweskin, David Stein, Peter Lilienthal, 

Nan Gordon, Arlene Rosen, Linda Gornitsky and Anne Liebergall. 

Absent: Ellen Weber, Tara Shapiro, Shoshana Dweck and Peter Wolly. 

Staff: Rebekah Raz, Gail Rauner and Joanna Nevins 

The meeting was called to order at 7:35 p.m. 

Ricky opened the meeting with introducing Gail Rauner, Director of Marketing. Gail took the board 

through our new marketing materials and how they may use them when soliciting.   

Nancy Mimoun had a few suggestions for Gail regarding the brochure before printing more and they will 

speak offline.   

 

Ricky announced that Nimrod Dayan resigned from the board and as Campaign Chair.  Transition 

committee continues to meet.  Job was posted to jewishjobs.com for an Interim COO.   

Spring dinner raised $3,000 

Chapter Two Brooklyn Nosh tour went well.  Ricky spoke about the Syrian Jewish community in 

Brooklyn.    

Jonathan Fass will be attending the August 8th board meeting to do some training for the board.   

Community mission to Israel was brought up. Jewish Historical Society and Jewish Home are thinking 

about coming on our mission as well.  If synagogues don’t make their numbers for their missions, they 

are thinking of promoting ours and possibly come on our trip.  Beth El agreed to promote as well as 

JHSCT.  Rebekah spoke about opening up the mission to our interfaith community.   

Linda Gornitsky asked for more clarification on search committee and transition committee and time 

line.  Peter stated that getting COO in place is the focus.  Committees are continuing to meet and will 

update on their process.   

Ricky mentioned local agency’s concern regarding possible JCC and UJF merge.  UJF is still completely 

going forward with finding a permanent CEO/COO in regards to a potential merge.   

Linda and Ricky will speak off line about how the July 13th meeting being could be a mini board retreat.   

Rebekah spoke about all the staff meeting with Linda Gornitsky, and how appreciative we are and how 

helpful we all found it.   

Rebekah spoke about JFACT mission to Cuba in February and potentially how UJF can get involved.   



Rebekah reminded board members to speak about Chapter Two and 3Square when meeting donors.  

She spoke with the Roger School about how we can expand 3Square.   

Rebekah spoke about the Campaign report.  Rebekah handed board members 10 solicitation cards each 

and asked them to make their calls and Rebekah and Ricky will follow up with them.   

Ricky asked the board to take their responsibility more seriously and try and fundraise more.  Ricky 

asked, “What stops you from picking up the phone and asking for gifts?”  “What resources do you 

need?” “How can we help you to be more comfortable soliciting donors?” 

Nan Gordon would like to watch other board members make calls and thinks that would make her feel 

more comfortable.   

Rebekah spoke about getting increases in pledges and the Blue Fish promotion.   

Nancy Mimoun mentioned that when calls are made and you reach a message machine, to leave a 

message and follow up.  

David Stein asked, how the Estate of Ron Gross gift is allocated and to make sure the JCRC portion was 

approved?  Ricky will look into this and put on the agenda for next board meeting.   

David Stein made a motion to approve minutes of May 17th meeting.  All in favor of approving minutes.   

Minutes were approved. 

Ricky spoke about the number of spots on the board open and would like to nominate Belinda Lasky.  

She has Jewish communal work and fundraising in her immediate back ground.  Ricky asked for board 

approval.  Her fundraising for UJF would not impact her full-time job.   

Ricky made a motion to approve Belinda Lasky to fill Lisa Manheims’ positon till January 2018. All were 

in favor.  Motion pasted.   

Linda asked about a formal analysis of board members and how can we adopt a more formal approach?  

Ricky will pass along the information to Ellen weber.   

Advisory Committee meeting next Thursday, Ricky suggested the board attend.   

Ricky brought up how we publicize events of UJF partners that operate on Shabbat, regarding 

specifically the interfaith community. JCRC will be provided with the direction that UJF stands behind 

and respect that we don’t promote events that are on Shabbat.  We are happy to share the information, 

but will not specifically promote.   

Ricky made a motion that we not promote any event that is taking place on yom tov or Shabbat. 

Nancy seconded the motion. All in favor, 2 against, motion passed.   

9:16 p.m. meeting adjourned.  


