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Dear Reading Partners,

Let me begin by wishing you all a very Healthy and
Happy 2019! May it be a year of peace and
prosperity for all. As we start the New Year off, I
would be remiss if I did not acknowledge the time
and effort that all of our team leaders and tutors
have put in the first half of the school year.  You are touching the lives of
hundreds of students each and every week. Simply put, without your time and
devotion, Reading Partners would not exist.

The Fall of 2018 was a great one for Reading Partners.  A large cadre of new
volunteers joined our corps, and helped us maintain our numbers as several of
our long time volunteers retired.  We are still recruiting this year for a few more
volunteers at specific sites. Please let me know if you have any
recommendations of interested prospects. Our two kick off workshops drew
almost 80 volunteers total, and both provided many activities for us to work on
with our children during our sessions. 

In upcoming news, our Winter Workshop will be held at Toquam on January 16th
at 9:30 AM . Board of Ed Reading Teacher Melissa Murray will lead the session
on Phonological Awareness. By now you should have all received a separate
workshop invitation. Please reach out to me if you need any more details. 

While it feels far away, please take a moment to save the date of Monday, June
3 for this year's volunteer appreciation breakfast. I am excited to let you know
that our speaker this year is children's author and illustrator Deborah Freedman! 

I look forward to seeing you in the New Year!

Happy New Year and Happy Reading,
Lenore 



Points of Interest       
 for 2019
 

1. Please RSVP for our
Winter Workshop on
January 16th if you have
not already done so. 

2. We have an assortment
of donated books at the
office- please feel free to
stop by and pick some up
for your sessions.

3. I am collecting fun
and/or meaningful
moments from tutoring
sessions. I would love to
hear from you!

4. I would like to know the
number of years each of
our Reading Partners has
been with our program.
Please let me know when
you began volunteering so
I can confirm our records
are correct. 

5. Finally, as always, I am
open for feedback,
suggestions and ideas to
enhance what we do. I
truly appreciate hearing
from Reading Partners
with ideas and
impressions.

Volunteer Spotlight 

                  Leah Baker: Co -Team Leader at Stillmeadow with 
                                        Past Reading Partner

Leah Baker has been a co team leader at Stillmeadow with Pam Hirschfeld for
the past 3 years, and joined Reading Partners 5 years ago. Before joining
Reading Partners, Leah taught in the New York School System for 32 years.
She was a classroom teacher, a reading teacher and a staff developer. 

Leah loves many of the different aspects of volunteering at Stillmeadow, where
the staff are such "dedicated professionals who work so hard every day to help
their students excel." She feels that the best part is making two new friends
every year, who are willing to work so hard to become a better reader, and who
open up about family, friends, interests and experiences. These relationships
last even after the year is over, and Leah loves it when former Reading Partners
race to greet her in the hallways with smiles on their faces. 

Leah is married to Larry and together they have two wonderful daughters and
sons in laws. She has 5 grandchildren ages 5-10 with whom she loves to read. 
When she is not at Reading Partners, you will find her volunteering with the
Jewish Film Festival, spending time with her grandchildren, travelling or taking in
a show in the city. Leah also belongs to two book clubs. Through the Reading
Partners students she has become more interested in non fiction, but her
favorite all time favorite book is "To Kill a Mockingbird".  Please see below
where Leah recommends the "You Read to Me, I'll Read to You" series for
Reading Partners visits. 

Successful Sessions with your Reading Partner 

"You Read to me, I'll Read to you" Series 

This series of books is written by author Mary Ann Hoberman, who was once a
presenter at a Reading Partners workshop. Leah has used the books ever since
when working with students. There are many reasons why she finds them so
useful.

Many of the stories in the books are familiar to the children. The series includes
fairy tales, fables and Mother Goose tales. The familiarity of the stories allows
the children to connect easily to something they know and can relate to already.
These stories are presented as a script, rather than being written in the usual
way. Each child and tutor has their own part to read aloud. The rhyme and rhythm



of the story are helpful to the student in making an educated guess in reading
words they might not know yet. By MODELING good reading practices, Reading
Partners can help promote better fluency in reading, vocabulary awareness and
good listening skills. The content of the stories themselves is also a lot of fun to
share reading together.

Leah recommends beginning the lesson by going over the new vocabulary in the
story. Afterwards, she explains to the child that instead of simply reading the
story together, they are going to put on a show. Each person is an actor with their
own parts. (These parts are delineated by the colors of the words. Reading
Partners read one color and the students read the other. Both colors are of equal
difficulty,  so the parts are interchangeable). Reading Partner and Student will
then read the story together.

After performing the story, the two will review what they just read. In the Fable
books of the series, Leah will talk about a moral and what that means. She will
then discuss with the student what they think they have learned from the moral.
Leah uses these books when she is working with first graders, beginning the
second half of the year, and all year long with second and third graders. We have
books from the series in our office - feel free to stop by and take one to your
school for use.

Winter 2019 School Calander

Monday January 21: MLK Jr. Day- No School
Wednesday January 30: Early Dismissal
Friday February 15- Tuesday February 19:Winter Recess-No School
Wed., Thurs., Fri. March 13-15: Early Dismissal
Wednesday March 27: Early Dismissal

SAVE THE DATE: This year's Volunteer Appreciation Breakfast will
be on Monday June 3rd.


