
JCRC Communal Security Meetings Lead to Action 

 

In the wake of JCC bomb threats and upticks in anti-Semitism nationwide, ensuring appropriate security 

for Jewish communal institutions is a necessity. To address that need, the Jewish Community Relations 

Council, an arm of the United Jewish Federation, hosted Doron Horowitz, National Security Advisor for 

Secure Community Network (SCN) for a series of events in Stamford and New Canaan on May 11, 2017. 

 

Horowitz began his visit by meeting with representatives from local institutions, including Temple Sinai, 

the JCC, Chabad/Gan Yeladim of Stamford, Carmel Academy, Temple Beth El, Young Israel and 

Congregation Agudath Shalom. Attendees learned about the current threat landscape and discussed basic 

improvements they could make to their facilities. Securing facilities is like health insurance, Horowitz 

explains: you make the investment hoping not to need it, but are prepared in the event that you do. 

Horowitz further explained that the threat to Jewish institutions is not only the extreme, worst case 

scenario of a terrorist or anti-Semitic attack; while these are possible, institutions must also be prepared 

for the more probable threats such as sexual predators, disgruntled employees, and violence resulting 

from mental health issues. 

 

Horowitz also stressed the importance of working with law enforcement, an emphasis that was carried 

through in a meeting with police later in the day.  New Canaan Police Chief Leon M. Krolikowski, 

Stamford Assistant Police Chief Jim Matheny, and Stamford Police Captain Sue Bretthauer met with 

Horowitz and Federation Staff to ensure open communication and cooperation. All three indicated their 

eagerness to work with the Jewish community, including by providing advice on how to secure 

institutions, conducting trainings, and assisting with emergency drills.  
 
In the evening, Horowitz addressed the public on these same issues at the New Canaan Library. Taking 

charge of security, Horowitz explained, is an act of empowerment – and one for which everyone is 

responsible. 

 

The JCRC has already begun following up with local Jewish institutions and the police to take the 

essential next steps to ensuring more secure Jewish institutions, and will remain in touch with Horowitz 

and SCN to ensure that we have the most up to date recommendations and threat assessments.  
Funded  by the Jewish Federations of North America and the Conference of Presidents of Major Jewish 

Organizations, SCN works in partnership with law enforcement and local organizations to make sure 

Jewish communities are safe and prepared. 

 

 


