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NextGen Launch
United Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien launched its NextGen Affinity Group at Six Thirteen 
restaurant in Stamford on September 6. The event was sponsored by First Republic Bank and hosted by Rachel and Greg Waldstreicher 
(far right). See more photos on page 5, and see page 9 for information on the upcoming NextGen event on Saturday, November 3.

The Jewish Arts and Film Festival of 
Fairfield County, presented by the Jew-
ish Community Center, will return from 
Saturday, October 27, through Sunday, 
November 11. The Festival will open 
with “The Cakemaker,” a drama about a 
German baker who seeks answers about 
his lover’s death in the café owned by 
his lover’s newly-widowed wife. The 
opening night reception will begin at 
7:30 pm, followed by the film at 8 pm. 
The Freedman Family and Garden 
Homes Management have made the 
State Cinema available for the Festival, 
its home since its inception.

The Festival will partner with AJC 
Westchester/Fairfield for the film 
“Back to Berlin,” documenting the jour-
ney of 11 Israeli motor-bikers carrying 
the Maccabi Games’ torch from Israel 

JCC’s Jewish Arts and Film 
Festival Returns for 17th Season

See “Festival” on page 4

to the site of Hitler’s Berlin Olympics. 
The film will be followed by a Q&A with 
an AJC expert and the film director.

AJC Westchester/Fairfield is also 
joining the partnership between the 
Festival and the Jewish Historical So-
ciety of Fairfield County to commem-
orate Kristallnacht with “1945,” which 
tells the story of two Orthodox men 
returning to their village in Hungary, 
and the apprehension of the townspeo-
ple,. The film will be followed by a Q&A 
with a Hungarian diplomat.

Especially for families, “Heading 
Home: The Tale of Team Israel” tells 
the underdog story of Israel’s baseball 
team finally competing in the World 
Baseball Classic, to be followed by a 
Q&A with the director.

On the evening of Saturday, No-
vember 10, United Jewish Federation 
of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and 
Darien will join with UJA-JCC Green-
wich for the first collaborative Tapestry, 
a Weaving of Community and Learning. 
The Stamford JCC will be a co-sponsor 
of the evening, which will take place at 
the JCC, 1035 Newfield Ave.,Stamford, 
beginning at 6:30 pm. 

“UJF and UJA-JCC are proud to 
be working together to bring our 
shared communities an innovative and 
thought-provoking night of learning. 
Working together only makes us stronger 
and I look forward to more collaborative 
opportunities in the months ahead,” said 
Ricky Arbron, president of UJF.

Tapestry will be celebrating its 15th 

year as an evening of adult Jewish 

United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien 
and UJA-JCC Greenwich will host 
an Inter-Religious Delegation from 
the Afula-Gilboa Region of Israel on 
Friday-Saturday, November 9-10. The 
panel will interact with local congrega-

tions throughout Shabbat and take part 
in Tapestry on Saturday evening. “This 
is an opportunity to bring a ‘real Israeli 
narrative’ to the community,” according 
to past UJF President Nancy Mimoun. 
“UJF has a long-standing tradition to 

Fostering Living Bridges
Federation Hosts Inter-religious 
Delegation from Israel

See “Bridges” on page 2

Ravid PitaroAyala Carmi
Amani Masalha 

ZoabiAmir Cahaner

Tapestry 2018
Weaving of Community and Learning

learning. As in the past, the program 
will begin with a communal Havdalah. 
Participants will then have the opportu-
nity to choose one of four courses for 
each of the two sessions. Session one in-
cludes classes with Rabba Dr. Carmella 
Abraham; an inter-religious delegation 
visiting from Afula, Israel; Herzl Makov 
of the Menachem Begin Heritage Cen-
ter in Jerusalem; and Rabbi Greg Wall of 
Beit Chaverim Synagogue in Westport. 
Session two will feature author Jeremy 
Dauber, Stephanie Hausner of the 
Israel Action Network, Dr. Betsy Stone 
and Laura Blum, a curator, journalist 
and producer now in her eighth year 
of creating cultural programming for 
UJA-JCC Greenwich.

Following both sessions, participants 
See “Tapestry” on page 2

Ben Kingsley Carried a Photo of 
Elie Wiesel with Him While Filming 
“Operation Finale”
By Naomi Pfefferman

LOS ANGELES (JTA) – Ask Ben 
Kingsley about why he was keen to 
portray Nazi criminal Adolf Eichmann 
in the new film “Operation Finale” and 
he describes the traumatic childhood 
incident in which he first learned about 
the Holocaust. The 74-year-old British 
actor was then in grammar school and 
at home alone when he turned on 
a documentary about the liberation 
of the Bergen-Belsen concentration 
camp. “I remember my heart stopped 
beating for a while,” Kingsley, who is 
not Jewish, but believes he may have 
some Jewish relatives on his mother’s 
side, said in a telephone interview. “I 

nearly passed out. And I have been 
indelibly connected to the Holocaust 
ever since.”

His connection was even more 
enhanced when he asked his grand-
mother about the atrocities, and she 
said that “Hitler was right” to have killed 
Jews. “I went into deep shock and was 
unable to counter her,” Kingsley said. 
“But something must have clicked in 
my innermost soul that said ‘Grand-
mother, I will make you eat your words. 
I will pay you back for that. You have 
not distorted or poisoned my mind.’”

Kingsley went on to portray the Nazi 
hunter Simon Wiesenthal in the HBO 

See “Kingsley” on page 15
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September 28 ........................ 6:23 pm
September 30 ........................ 6:20 pm
October 1 ...................... after 7:17 pm
October 5 .............................. 6:11 pm
October 12 ................................. 6 pm
October 19 ............................ 5:49 pm
October 26 ............................ 5:40 pm
November 2 .......................... 5:31 pm
November 9 .......................... 4:23 pm

CANDLE LIGHTING 
TIMES

Ricky Arbron, 
UJF president

As I write this article, I am holding on to 
the last bit of summer while working hard 
to plan for an exciting year ahead. As you 
read this, we will have concluded the fall 
holidays, and I will be packing for the UJF 
Mission to St. Petersburg and Israel for 
the Jewish Federations of North America’s 
General Assembly conference. While in 
Israel, I am also looking forward to visiting 
our sister city, Afula, to see first-hand the 
fabulous work we do.

Looking back on the last year, we have 
much to be proud of. I have enjoyed 
working with our CEO Diane Sloyer and the board. 
Together, we will continue to strengthen Federa-
tion. It’s an exciting time both at Federation and 
within our greater Jewish community as we grow 
and change. This is evidenced by the merger of 
Bi-Cultural and the Jewish High School, as well as 
other exciting changes happening at many of our 
agencies. I am glad to be part of the leadership of 
our growing community.

We still have our work cut out for us. It is important 
to remember the past, honor those who have con-
tributed to it, and place it all in appropriate context 
as we understand the need for change and forward 
thinking for Federation. I have appointed former UJF 
President Fred Springer to chair a task force called 
“Federation Forward,” a diverse group of community 
leaders who believe that a strong Federation is one 
of many important institutions that make up a strong 
community. The immediate goal of this group is to 
review our allocations and granting programs, and 
determine if and what changes are necessary. Lon-
ger term, the task force will work on determining 
how best to position UJF for growth and address 
its future relevance within the community. Many 

UJF President’s Message

Community is about Everyone
of you have heard me say that Federation 
can no longer be the Federation of our 
parents. Federation needs to be adept at 
seeing the landscape from 30,000 feet and 
helping to guide and lead our community 
in becoming the best we can be. As the 
task force’s innovative thinking continues 
to unfold, I look forward to sharing their 
recommendations with you.

We do know that we need to expand our 
leadership base to include more community 
members on our board and committees. 
Both Diane and I realize that our commu-

nity does best when there is a true partnership of lay 
and professional leadership. Leaders make sure that 
organizations act properly, do the right things and are 
able to adapt and change. Being part of Federation 
is a wonderful opportunity to have your voice heard.

Recently, the UJF board was faced with a decision 
that brought about an interesting discussion. Finan-
cial support of our agencies by Federation is accom-
plished on a yearly basis via the granting process. 
Agencies write grant requests for specific programs 
and submit the requests in the fourth quarter of each 
year. UJF’s Granting Committee reviews each grant 
request, determines the recommended financial 
support, and presents these recommendations and 
receives approval from the UJF Board of Directors. 
One such grant related to the JCC’s Senior program. 
Recently, this program has changed its structure from 
that originally submitted and financed by UJF. The 
UJF Board of Directors met with Marshall Kurland, 
JCC CEO, to review the changes and determine next 
action. I am proud of the open-mindedness and flex-
ibility of the UJF board, which agreed that it must 
continue to support this important JCC program and 
would do so by financing senior transportation and 
most Friday Shabbat and celebratory meals through 

December, when our grant cycle will start again.
Just the other day, a member of our community 

told me that she loved Federation and wanted to be 
involved, but thought that the only way to do so was 
to be a major donor. That is just not true. Community 
is about everyone and we need your involvement at 
all giving levels.

Leaders who guide an organization through nec-
essary changes don’t do it alone. I thank the board, 
our donors, our volunteers and the UJF staff for all 
they do, and hope you will become more involved 
with us in every way you can!

Ricky Arbon
UJF President

connect our community to Israel and I am thrilled to 
be bringing this awesome group to our community.”

The Jewish Agency’s Partnership2gether Peo-
plehood Platform (or P2G), previously known as 
Partnership 2000, has been called a paradigm for 
successfully partnering global Jewish communities 
directly with Israeli communities. Federation is a 
supporter of the Jewish Agency as well as P2G, al-
lowing Stamford to connect for more than 20 years 
with the Afula-Gilboa region.

By fostering living bridges to the region and Israel, 
UJF seeks to help create genuine friendships and 
an understanding of the complexities of the Jewish 
state. The Afula-Gilboa population is varied and in-
cludes Israeli Muslim Arabs, Israeli Christian Arabs, 
ultra-Orthodox Jews and secular Jews. The region is 
considered a model for coexistence and shared living. 

UJF will welcome the following delegates:
 � Delegation Head Ravid Pitaro, a father of two, was 

born and raised in Afula. He was active in Scouts, 
served as a counselor and led a training program. 
He also volunteered with MDA as a first responder 
medic. Pitaro attended medical school in 2009 and 
currently works as a family physician in Ha’emek Med-
ical Center in Afula. He is a former Young Emissary 
from the Jewish Federation of Central Massachusetts.

 � Amir Cahaner is a father of three boys. Born and 
raised in Kibbutz Neve-Eitan (near the Jordan River), 
he now lives in Kfar-Yehezkel, at the foothills of the 
Gilboa mountains, where his family has a 10,000-acre 
cattle ranch. Cahaner served as a paratrooper and 
is now a major in the reserves. He has a degree in 
agricultural engineering. Today, Cahaner works for 
an Israeli company that manufactures and delivers 
natural dehydrated ingredients – all grown in the 
fields of Israel – to more than 20 countries around 
the world. 

 � Amani Masalha Zoabi was born in Daburiah, 
an Arab traditional village next to Mount Tabor, 
and is now a resident of the Israeli-Arab village 
of Tamra in the Gilboa region. She has a son and 
daughter. For 15 years, Zoabi worked with chil-
dren as a physical therapist. She studied animal 
assistance therapy and worked at Bet Uri (a special 
needs community in Afula). She participated in 
the “Olive Tree” art initiative and volunteers at 
the “Marching Together for a Shared Future,” the 
coexistence NGO in the region.

 � Ayala Carmi is a mother of two. She is a therapist, 
a Healthy and Balanced Life consultant, and a yoga 
instructor for women and children. She was born 
in Ramat Tzvi, a moshav in the regional council of 
Gilboa, and was active as a youth counselor. At age 
25, she moved to Tel Aviv, became Orthodox, married 
and had her first child. Her family returned to the 
region two years ago, now as a “religious” family in 
“very secular” surroundings. 

Those who would like to host a delegate or have 
any questions about the upcoming visit should contact 
Dianesloyer@ujf.org.

will join together for a dessert reception and have time 
to socialize and compare notes from their evening 
of learning. The couvert for the evening is $25 per 
person until Thursday, November 8, and after that 
$36 per person. Sessions have limited spots available 
and will be filled on a first-come first-served basis. 
Sponsorships are available at $180. Course listings 
can be found on the back page of this paper, along with a 
registration form. 

For more information, presenter biographies, full 
course descriptions and to register, visit the UJF web-
site at ujf.org/tapestry2018. For more information, 
contact Judy Weinberg at 203-321-1373, ext. 104, or 
at judy@ujf.org.

Bridges Continued from page 1

Tapestry Continued from page 1

 Music and Munchkins Dance Party
On Sunday, October 7, at 10 am, the Jewish Com-

munity Center will host its first Music and Munchkins 
Dance Party with entertainer Steve Epstein. The 
morning is tailored to young children ages 1-5 and 
their siblings. Children must be accompanied by a 
parent or caregiver.

Pancakes and cereal will be served to children 
and adults. Tickets are $12 per person if registered 
by Sunday, September 30, $14 beginning Monday, 
October 1; for JCC members, the cost is $9 by Sunday, 
September 30, $11 beginning Monday, October 1.

Register at stamfordjcc.org. For more information, 
contact Allison Murphy at 203-487-0980 or amurphy@
stamfordjcc.org.
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Deadlines for 
articles

The deadlines for the next three issues of The 
New Jewish Voice are:
Thursday, September 27 .....................November
Monday, October 29 ...........................December
Wednesday, December 26 ..................... February

Send New Jewish Voice article submissions to 
Sandy Golove at sandy@ujf.org marked “Stamford 
Voice” in the subject line. Expect an acknowledge-
ment; please re-send if you do not receive one.

See “Know” on page 6

203.883.4457      Call Today for New Patient Special O
ers!
1500 Summer St., Stamford, CT

Most insurance accepted with no out-of-pocket expense for check-ups*
*As long as you are eligible, have met all deductibles, have bene�ts remaining and your plan is UCR or equivalent.

Board Certi�ed Dentists and Orthodontists
for Children and Adolescents!

Dental Care Kids
Open 7 Days A Week!

IV sedation for high fear & special needs children

www.DentalCareKids.com www.DentalCareOrthodontics.comalCareOrthodontics.com

Happy New Year!NAVASKY JEWISH EXPLORERS
AT CONGREGATION BETH EL-NORWALK 

A Modern Approach to Hebrew School (Ages 3-13)

Winner of the 2017 Solomon Schechter Award for innovative programs
Warm, friendly, inclusive environment • Welcoming to interfaith families  

Monthly K'tanim program to introduce preschoolers to Jewish holidays and songs.

Custom website to help grade school students learn at a self-directed pace.

Lots of extracurricular activities to develop friendships and have fun!

Located right o� exit 16 on 1-95 at 109 East Ave, Norwalk.

To learn more, visit congbethel.org/hebrewschool,
call (203)838-2710, or email navasky@congbethel.org 

Visit www.ujf.org or facebook.com/stamfordFederationÊ

COMMUNITY NEWS

 Preparing for the Inevitable
The Stamford Chevra Kadisha, in conjunction 

with all local Stamford synagogues and United 
Jewish Federation, will sponsor a program at the 
Stamford Jewish Community Center on Sunday, 
October 14, from 10 am-noon, titled “Preparing 
for the Inevitable.” Guest speaker Rabbi Elchonon 
Zohn, president of the National Association of 
Chevra Kadisha, will address end-of-life issues. A 
light breakfast will be served. The program is free 
and open to the community.

By Elissa Kaplan
The Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield County 

Book Talk Program for 2018-2019 will begin in Oc-
tober. Over the next year, the program will examine 
Yossi Klein Halevi’s “Letters to My Palestinian Neigh-
bor,” which Daphne Merkin of The Wall Street Journal 
calls “a profound and original book, the work of a 
gifted thinker,” and Edna Nahshon’s “New York’s 
Yiddish Theater: From the Bowery to Broadway,” 
which Sam Roberts of The New York Times describes as 
a tour of “Yiddish Theater from shtick to stardom.” 
On the lighter side, Book Talks will review Dr. Ruth 
Westheimer’s “Musically Speaking: A Life Through 
Song” and Don Koplen’s “Jewboy of the South.” 
There will also be a program about Israeli poetry.

 Save the Date: Saul Cohen Schoke 
JFS Lecture

Save the date for the seventh annual Saul Co-
hen-Schoke JFS Lecture on Thursday, November 8, at 
7:30 pm, with speaker Rabbi Dr. Shmuly Yanklowitz, 
author of 13 books on spirituality, social justice and 
ethics. The lecture is open to the community at no 
charge and will take place at the Ferguson Library 
in Stamford. 

“The Soul of Jewish Social Justice,” authored 
by the speaker and “Pirkei Avot, a Social Justice 
Commentary,” provided by Rabbi Yanklowitz, will 
be available for purchase and signing at the dessert 
reception to follow. Prior to the lecture, a patrons’ 
reception will be held for a select group of donors 
to thank them for their support of Schoke JFS. For 
details about the patrons’ reception, contact Lisa 
Rich, donor relations coordinator, at lrich@ctjfs.org. 

For more information about the lecture, call JFS 
at 203-921-4161 or visit www.ctjfs.org.

 Schoke JFS Offers Kosher Meal 
Home Delivery Service

Schoke Jewish Family Service will begin a kosher 
home delivered meal program in winter of 2018-19. 
The program is designed to provide oven-ready, flash 
frozen kosher meals to those who have difficulty get-
ting out to the market for kosher food or for those 
who need meal preparation assistance. The kosher 
home delivery program will be available to weekly 
subscribers only and will be limited to the Greater 
Stamford and Bridgeport areas. Reduced costs will 
be available for families that qualify.

Registration is required by Wednesday, October 
31, to participate. For more information or to reg-
ister, contact Matt Greenberg, CEO of Schoke JFS, 
at 203-921-4161 or by e-mail at mgreeberg@ctjfs.org.

The Center Women of the Jewish Community 
Center and JCares, in partnership with Stamford 
Hospital’s Paint the Town Pink, will host a women’s 
health program at the Stamford JCC on Wednesday, 
October 17, from 10 am-noon. The event, “What Every 
Woman Should Know: With a Little Help from Her 
Friends,” is co-sponsored by the Stamford Chapter 
of Hadassah, Jewish Women Connected of Chabad 
of Stamford, and Women’s Philanthropy of United 
Jewish Federation. All women and men in the com-
munity are welcome.

The program will feature panel discussions with 
Stamford Hospital’s Dr. David Gruen and social work-
er Fran Becker, cancer survivors and the husband of 
a cancer survivor. Gruen, a radiologist, will focus on 
recent developments in the field of breast cancer, 
while Becker will focus on the emotional support 
needed for breast cancer survivors. Survivors them-
selves and the husband of a survivor will share their 
personal truths and tips about how help from family 
and friends can be truly meaningful. The presenta-
tion seeks to clarify what survivors need from their 

Book Talks Stimulate Intellect and Imagination
Marilyn Schwartz will present the opening Book 

Talk on Wednesday, October 17, at 10 am, at the 
Stamford Jewish Community Center. Schwartz will 
review the 2017 National Jewish Book Award winner 
“The Weight of Ink” by Rachel Kadish. The work of 
historical fiction tells the story of two women who 
lived centuries apart, but have unexpected things 
in common. Ester Velasquez, a Sephardic Jew who 
emigrated from Amsterdam, lives in London in 1660, 
and Helen Watt, a historian with a love of Jewish his-
tory, lives in present day London. The lives of these 
two women are interwoven in the historical mystery.

JHSFC Book Talks meet the second Wednesday of 
the month at 10 am in the JCC’s adult lounge. “JHS-
FC Book Talks continue to attract first-rate speakers, 
a larger audienceand a new book community. The 
program enables people to have intelligent conver-
sations about good literature, along with coffee and 
sweets,” said Marcie Schoenfeld, VP of programs. 

The JHSFC Book Talks are underwritten by 
Marcie Schoenfeld in honor of her parents, Rose 
and Abraham Schoenfeld, and Eileen Bolinsky and 
Susan Trotz in memory of their parents, Eleanor 
and Nathan Bolinsky, and are open to the public 
without charge. 

All titles presented are available for borrowing 
from The Harry Rosenbaum JHS Judaica Library 
and the Ferguson Library, as well as neighboring 
libraries. Anyone who misses a talk can listen to it 
on the JHSFC website (http://jhsfc-ct.org). Anyone 
with questions about book talks or other programs 
should contact the Jewish Historical Society of Fair-
field County, “Bridging Yesterday and Tomorrow,” 
at 203-359-2196 or info@jhsfc-ct.org, or visit http://
jhsfc-ct.org. 

The Jewish Historical Society of Fairfield County is a 
recipient agency of United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien.

“What Every Woman Should Know” 
Annual Community Women’s Health Program 

friends and family during and after their treatment, 
and will conclude with a question-and-answer session 
with the panelists.

Stamford Hospital will be on site to schedule 
mammograms and local vendors will be present for 
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This year’s Literary Festival highlight will be a 
presentation by author Nadine Strossen, civil rights 
advocate and past president of the ACLU. Strossen 
will discuss her book, “HATE: Why We Should Re-
sist It with Free Speech, Not Censorship.” In a May 
4 interview, Strossen discussed “hate speeches,” 
stating that, “Given the ideological diversity in our 
society, it is not surprising that one person’s ‘hate 
speech’ is someone else’s cherished speech. ... For 
example, some Christians have sought to persuade 
LGBT individuals that their sexual orientation or 
gender identity is sinful, in an attempt to save their 
souls. While some LGBT individuals (and others) 
plausibly view this as a homophobic or transphobic 
‘hate speech,’ the speakers plausibly maintain that 
they are motivated by love, compassion and concern.” 

This year’s Fine Arts Festival will feature “Blue Like 
Me,” art by Siona Benjamin, on display at the JCC. 
Benjamin is a painter from India of Bene Israel Jewish 
descent. Her work reflects being brought up Jewish in 
predominantly Hindu and Muslim India. There will 
be an art exhibit opening reception and presentation, 
followed by an art workshop with Benjamin for all ages.

“This year’s Festival is rich with thought-provoking 
ideas, images and the spirit of the Jewish people. We are 
thrilled to share the Festival with our community and 

At right: “Blue Like 
Me,” Art by Siona 
Benjamin, will be on 
display in The Gallery 
@ The J from October 
27-November 25. In her 
paintings, Benjamin 
blends the imagery of her 
past, mosaics inspired by 
both Indian miniature 
paintings and Sephardic 
icons, with pop cultural 
elements, to create a 
new vocabulary of her 
own. (Photo by by Siona 
Benjamin)

Festival Continued from page 1

UJF at Fairway 
Market

Judy Weinberg, United Jewish Federation’s director of 
outreach, engagement and community relations, spent time 
at Fairway Market in Stamford before Rosh Hashanah 
wishing all a shanah tovah on behalf of UJF and the 
Jewish community. In addition, she was able to sign up 
new families with young children to receive free PJ Library 
books from UJF. (Weinberg is pictured with a child whose 
name is withheld on request.)

The Friendship Circle of Fairfield County an-
nounced its Inaugural Fund-raiser with a cause 
appeal. The evening will provide opportunities to 
sponsor social programs and services for children 
and young adults with special needs, as well as 
their families. The fund-raiser will take place at the 
Deloitte offices, 695 East Main St., on Sunday, Oc-
tober 21. The evening will include a catered buffet 
dinner, that will be served beginning at 6 pm. The 
program will begin at 7:30 pm and include music, 
a new Friendship Circle video and testimony from 
a mother of a child with special needs. In addition, 
there will be an auction to support The Friendship 
Circle’s programming.

“There is still much to be done to support and 
enrich the lives of individuals with special needs 
and their families,” said Chanie Kamman, family 
coordinator at the Friendship Circle. “We are hop-
ing that the community will step in and support 
our crucial task.”

“We are hopeful for a big turnout to support 
programs that are so vital to the community,” said 
Roger Lob, who is both a board member and fa-
ther of a long time Friendship Circle participant. 
“While the Friendship Circle does not charge for 
any programming or activities, they are not free to 

The Friendship Circle connects local teens with individuals 
with special needs for fun and friendship. L-r: Eytan Israel, 
Max Berger and Mitchell Katz.

Friendship Circle Inaugural Gala 
Dinner

provide. The Friendship Circle needs broad and 
deep support. “

The event will be chaired by Andy and Pam 
Karetsky, Gabe and Keri Levitt, and Richard and 
Tara Shapiro. For more information and to register, 
visit www.FriendshipCT.com/Gala.

The Friendship Circle is a recipient agency of United 
Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and 
Darien.

celebrate expressions of Jewish identity through today’s 
arts and films,” said Nancy Schiffman, JCC associate 
executive director. “We are extremely grateful to our 
donors for making this especially robust festival possible.”

To purchase tickets or for Festival dates, times and 
details, visit stamfordjcc.org.

See the calendar at right for all Festival events, 
times and locations.

The JCC is a recipient agency of United Jewish Federation 
of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien. 

2018 Jewish Arts and Film Festival of Fairfield 
County Festival Calendar At-A-Glance

 � October 27-November 25
The Gallery @ the J presents
“Blue Like Me” art by Siona Benjamin
Stamford JCC
Opening Night

 � Saturday, October 27
7:30 pm Reception
8 pm Film
“The Cakemaker”
State Cinema, Stamford

 � Sunday, October 28
1 pm Wine and Art
“Blue Like Me” art by Siona Benjamin
3 pm Art Workshop
“Identity: What Color Are You?”
Stamford JCC
7 pm Film
“Eyeless in Gaza”
Garden Cinema, Norwalk

 � Monday, October 29
7 pm Film
“Across the Waters”
State Cinema, Stamford

 � Tuesday, October 30
7:30 pm Film
“Back to Berlin”
State Cinema, Stamford

 � Thursday, November 1
10 am Film
“Back to Berlin”
State Cinema, Stamford
7 pm Film
“An Israeli Love Story”
State Cinema, Stamford

 � Saturday, November 3
7:30 pm Film
“An Act of Defiance”
State Cinema, Stamford

 � Sunday, November 4
7 pm Film
“Heading Home: The Tale of Team Israel”
Garden Cinema, Norwalk

 � Monday, November 5
7 pm Literature
Author Nadine Strossen – “HATE: Why We Should 

Resist It with Free Speech, Not Censorship”
Stamford JCC

 � Wednesday, November 7
7:30 pm Film
“Back to Berlin”
Temple Israel, Westport

 � Thursday, November 8
7 pm Literature
Author Hannah Orenstein – “Playing with Matches”
Stamford JCC
Commemorating Kristallnacht

 � Sunday, November 11
1:30 pm Film
“1945”
State Cinema, Stamford
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Visit www.ujf.org or facebook.com/stamfordFederationÊ

The Herbert and Sarah M. Gibor 
Reading Partners, a program of 
United Jewish Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan and Darien, 
is preparing to kick off the 2018-2019 
school year. Now entering its 20th year, 
Reading Partners is composed of ap-
proximately 100 volunteers who, on 
a weekly basis, read with elementary 
school children to help them reach 
grade-level reading. The volunteers 
meet once a week with two children 
for a total of one hour. 

Volunteers are supported by team 
leaders in each of the 12 Stamford 

Reading Partners Kicks Off New School Year

Team leaders for the Stamford elementary school. Front row (l-r): Ena Sarkar, Meg Mooar, 
Ronny Kaplan and Barbara Rosenberg. Back row: Anita Katz, Lois Dreyer, Pam Hirschfeld, 
Leah Baker, Cathy Ernst, Marge Pavlov, Lesley Sandison and Susan Kolbrenner. Not 
pictured: Caron Zampino.

schools, as well as a team leader for 
the afterschool program. The team 
leaders from the different schools met 
at the end of August to discuss plans 
for the fall. The volunteers will begin 
reading with the children in the fall. In 
preparation, there was a workshop in 
early September for both existing and 
new volunteers, facilitated by Stamford 
Public School administrators Natalie 
McClarty and Heather Corrente. A sec-
ond training on Thursday, September 
27, will be led by Marci Marcus, a read-
ing specialist at Newfield Elementary 
School. There is still time to become 

At right and below: 
NextGen happy hour 
attendees enjoyed each 
other’s company, drinks 
and networking at Six 
Thirteen in Stamford, at 
the launch of United Jewish 
Federation of Greater 
Stamford, New Canaan 
and Darien’s NextGen 
Affinity group for young 
professionals. 

NextGen Kickoff!

Although Israel celebrated its 70th 

birthday back in April, the celebration 
continues! United Jewish Federation 
of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and 
Darien, the Stamford Jewish Commu-
nity Center and the Stamford Board 
of Rabbis, along with StandWithUs, 
invite the community to the Stamford 
Government Center, 888 Washington 
Blvd., on Wednesday, November 14, 
at 5:30 pm, for the gala opening of an 
exhibit called “Israel @ 70: The Peo-
ple, The Innovation and Technology.” 
The exhibit will be on display through 
mid-December.

The opening reception will include 
remarks from Mayor David Martin 
along with a proclamation honoring 
Israel at 70 presented by the Office 

Israel@70: The Celebration 
Continues

of the Governor. Other local elected 
officials will be on hand, as well. Re-
freshments will be served and a chorus 
will lead attendees in song.

“Now, 70 years after David Ben Gu-
rion declared Israel a sovereign Jewish 
state, sanctioned as such by interna-
tional law, we are continually amazed 
at all she has accomplished. Israel has 
truly been a light unto the nations 
in its extraordinary humanitarian, 
medical, scientific and technological 
accomplishments, all happily shared. 
Come experience the wonderful ex-
hibit created by StandWithUs,” said 
Norine Krasnogor, event chair. 

For more information, contact 
Diane Sloyer at dianesloyer@ujf.org 
or 203-321-1373.

a Reading Partner for this school year. 
For more information, contact Lenore 

Fogel at 203-321-1373, ext. 115, or 
readingpartners@ujf.org.
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mazel tov to area 

professionals
bits and pieces

UJF Tribute Cards are a wonderful 
way to connect with your family and 
friends and mark any occasion while 

supporting the extraordinary work of  UJF.  
To send a tribute, go to www.ujf.org.

New Around Town

By Sandy Golove
To submit infor-

mation to Bits and 
Pieces, call 203-912-
9945, or e-mail me at 
sandy@ujf.org.

WELCOME TO 
GROWING FAMILIES:

D i a n a  O l s e n 
Friedman and Matthew Adam Fried-
man on the birth of a son, Tyler Garrison 
Friedman; grandparents are Susan and 
Robert Friedman.

Elizabeth and Efrem Kamen on the 
birth of a daughter; grandparents are 
Sandra and Michael Kamen.

Jessica and Eliaz Niedober on the 
birth of a daughter; grandparents are 
Sherry and Bennet Kfare, Irwin Nied-
ober and Jean Niedober.

Fernando Tapia on the birth of a 
granddaughter, Hudson Rein Tapia.

Talia and Jeremy Waldstreicher on 
the birth of a son, Judd Emerson Wald-
streicher; grandparents are Sandi and 
Stuart Waldstreicher; and great-grand-
mother is Audrey Waldstreicher.

Leah and Nolan Zeide on the birth 
of a daughter, Iyla Mae Zeide; grand-
parents are Dorothy and Steven Zeide.

MAZEL TOV ON ENGAGEMENTS/
MARRIAGES/ANNIVERSARIES:

Penny z”l and Stephen Block on the 
engagement of their son, Stanley Block, 
to Gabrielle Haar, daughter of Ashera 
and Jeffrey Haar.

Shari and Allen Glucksman on the 
marriage of their son, Scott Glucksman, 
to Rebecca Cooperman.

Susan and Len Mark on the marriage 
of their son, Michael Isaac Mark, to 
Sarah Alexandra Harris, daughter of 
Sharon and Cantor Scott Harris.

Gloria Mehlman on the marriage of 
her granddaughter, Cassidy Mehlman, 
to Ryan Josephson.

Gadi and Nancy Mimoun on the 
marriage of their son, Michael Mimoun, 
to Liza Kuritsky, daughter of Amy Bard 
Kuritsky and Stu Kuritsky.

Lee Neufeld on the marriage of her 
granddaughter, Jennifer Neufeld, to 
Daniel Ferraz.

Walter “Mr. S” Shuchatowitz and 
Jackie Kaminetsky on their marriage.

MAZEL TOV TO B’NAI MITZVAH:
Bailey Gendason, son of Helaine and 

Ari Gendason
Zoe Goldberg, daughter of Kirsten 

Hohmann and Amiel Goldberg
Jake Isolda, son of Jane and Paul 

Isolda
David Klein, son of Elise and Oren 

Klein
CONDOLENCES TO:

Chris, Jim and Mike Beldotti on the 
loss of their father, Jim Beldotti.

Stephen Block, Harry Block and 
Stanley Block on the loss of his wife 
and their mother, Penny Block. 

Leon Fliegelman on the loss of his 
brother, Harry Fliegelman.

Debbie Gershon, Larry Wagner and 
Richard Wagner on the loss of their 
father, David Wagner.

Allan Goldstein, David Goldstein, 
Robert Goldstein and Stuart Goldstein 
on the loss of their mother, Zelda 
Goldstein.

Debbie Morgenthaler on the loss of 
her brother, Andrew Abbey.

Judy Rothstein and Lisa Rothstein 
on the loss of her husband and her 
father, Howard Rothstein.

Anita Sabin and Debra Nemchek on 
the loss of her husband and her father, 
Conrad Sabin.

Sue Shapiro on the loss of loss of 
her father, Martin Skalka.

Beverly Stein on the loss of her fa-
ther, Seymour Isaac Abrams.

Carmel Academy’s Tali Aldouby-Schuck Helps Revamp 
Israeli Curriculum 

Dr. Tali Aldouby-Schuck, Carmel Academy’s director of 
Judaic studies and professional development, was one of 
four educators recruited by the Israeli Ministry of Education 
to help create a curriculum exploring Jewish peoplehood 
for middle school students across 6,000 Israeli schools.

In what has been called an unprecedented collaboration, 
the ministry was awarded a grant by the UJA-Federation of 
New York to bring the small team of educators to Israel in 
July to partner with Israeli curriculum writers to explore 
Jewish identity and diversity.

Some of the questions discussed as the framework of 
the curriculum were: What does it mean for Israel to be grasped not only as a 
state of its citizens, but also as the national home of the Jewish people? What 
enduring understandings or essential questions should the curriculum writers 
be guided by? How can the curriculum transcend ideological divisions?

Aldouby-Schuck reflected on the collaboration: “The process of partnering 
with Israeli educators to think together about educating young Israelis to think 
about Jewish life in more complex and nuanced ways was transformative for all 
of us. It challenged our own thinking about how to engage with core questions 
addressing Jewish peoplehood and re-envision the relationship between young 
Jewish Americans and Israelis.”

Dr. Tali Aldouby-
Schuck

Dr. Taly Ashkenazi – Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy
Dr. Taly Ashkenazi has been appointed to the faculty of 

Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy of Connecticut. Ashkenazi 
will teach Hebrew language to grades nine-12.

Born and raised in Israel, Ashkenazi was a high school 
teacher in her native Israel, while working toward her 
master’s in art history. She relocated to the United States 
18 years ago, where she completed her Ph.D.

Ashkenazi has taught Hebrew and Judaics at the Slifka 
Center for Jewish Life at Yale, as well as at several local 
Sunday schools. She has also taught art history at a number 
of colleges in the U.S.

Maytal Lerner – Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy
Maytal Lerner has been appointed to the faculty of 

Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy of Connecticut. In addition 
to teaching first grade, Lerner will teach Hebrew language 
and tefilah at the Stamford school.

Born and raised in northern Israel, Lerner moved to 
Connecticut in 2009. She previously taught at the Jewish 
High School of Connecticut and the Chabad of Fairfield 
Hebrew School.

She earned a B.A. in communication and journalism from 
Bar Ilan University. She is a resident of Stamford, where 
she lives with her husband, Jonathan, and three daughters.

Shai Ozery – Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy
Shai Ozery has been appointed to the faculty of 

Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy of Connecticut. Ozery will 
teach Hebrew language in the elementary grades at the 
Stamford school.

Born and raised on Moshav Givat Yearim in Israel’s Ju-
dean Hills, Ozery relocated to Connecticut in early 2014. 
She has taught Hebrew and Judaics at The Conservative 
Synagogue of Westport for the past four years. Prior to 
that, she served as a teacher at Solomon Schechter School 
of Manhattan and in the Fairfield public school system. 

Ozeri holds a bachelor’s degree in art history and inter-
national relations from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
and a master’s in elementary education from the University of Bridgeport.

She has received training at the Yale Center for British Arts in implementing 
visual literacy strategies, and holds a certificate in Bible and Text from NewCAJE, 
an organization that aims to invigorate Jewish education by inspiring Jewish 
educators to think creatively and make Jewish learning a joyful experience.

Dr. Taly Ashkenazi

Maytal Lerner

Shai Ozery

some retail therapy.
Across the country, JCCs and oth-

er organizations are showing their 
support in the fight against breast 
cancer. One way is by designating a 
day to wear pink. Those attending this 
event are asked to wear pink to show 
their support.

For more information, contact The 

Center Women at centerwomen@
stamfordjcc.org.

Registration is available in person at 
the JCC welcome desk, at stamfordjcc.
org, or by calling 203-322-7900. Admis-
sion is free.

The JCC is a recipient agency of United 
Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New 
Canaan and Darien.

Know Continued from page 3

To advertise, please contact
Bonnie Rozen at (800)779-7896, ext. 244 or
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Professor Emerita Nechama Tec; a Yom Hashoah 
lecture on French Resistance by Charles Kaiser; a 
program on anti-fascism by Professor Joel Blatt; 
and many student events, including an environ-
mentalist Tu B’Shevat celebration, a drama club 
Purimspiel and a Human Rights Passover Seder. 
Events also included lectures on refugees and 
immigration with Pulitzer Prize-winning novelist 
Viet Thanh Nguyen. 

For the fall term, Roden is teaching a course on 
Jewish American literature and has organized pro-
grams on themes of gender and sexuality. 

The semester’s events also include an interspiritual 
meditation day on Wednesday, October 3, from 10 
am-2 pm, at the UConn Stamford Art Gallery.

On Wednesday, October 10, Roden will inter-
view novelist Andre Aciman, author of “Call Me By 

UConn Stamford Center for Judaic Studies Continues 
Mission

Your Name,” following a film screening of James 
Ivory’s Oscar-winning adaptation at 7 pm at the 
Avon Theatre.

On Wednesday, October 24, from 5-7 pm, 
the Center will host a program on LGBT and 
Muslim issues at the UCONN Stamford campus 
Art Gallery.

On Tuesday, November 6, at 5:30 pm, Yeshiva 
University Professor Joy Ladin will deliver an Elec-
tion Night lecture on “The Soul of the Stranger,” 
marking her publication of the first transgender 
Torah commentary (Brandeis University Press), at 
the Art Gallery.

The community is welcome at all events. Reser-
vations are not needed. For further information, 
contact Roden at 203-251-8559 or frederick.roden@
uconn.edu.

PJ Library Honors 
Veterans Day

On Monday, November 12, from 11-11:45 am, 
young children and their families are invited to join 
United Jewish Federation and the Jewish Community 
Center to hear a PJ Library story read by a veteran 
from the Jewish War Veterans, Fred Robbins Post 
142 at the JCC. In addition, participants will make 
cards for Jewish soldiers in the American Army. Re-
freshments will be served. 

PJ Library offers free Jewish books to children 
6 months through 8 years of age. PJ Library in 
Stamford is a gift from the United Jewish Federa-
tion, individual donors and the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation. UJF sends more than 300 subscriptions 
a month to families in Stamford, New Canaan and 
Darien. “As our community grows, so does our 
subscription list. PJ books are a wonderful tool 
to engage families in meaningful Jewish dialogue 
and values,” according to Diane Sloyer, UJF CEO. 
Today, families in hundreds of communities across 
the globe are able to explore the core values of 
Judaism through books and music. 

For more information on the program, contact 
Judy Weinberg at judy@ujf.org.

The Stamford Center for Judaic Studies at the 
University of Connecticut seeks to continue the 
mission of the UConn Center for Contemporary 
Jewish Life and the legacy of the Stamford Center 
for Judaic and Middle Eastern Studies. In January, 
Dr. Frederick Roden, a 20-year veteran of the uni-
versity, scholar of religion/culture and professor 
of English, assumed the role of coordinator. In 
the spring term, while teaching a course on Ho-
locaust literature, he organized programming, 
including an interview with Roland Tec, son of 

Dr. David Pelcovitz, author, speaker 
and expert on the Jewish perspective on 
healthy couples/family relationships, will 
visit Stamford as scholar-in-residence at 
Congregation Agudath Sholom on Fri-
day-Saturday, October 12-13. 

On Friday evening, Pelcovitz will address 
“Raising Children in the Digital Age.”

His Shabbat morning sermon topic 
will be “Nourishing Neshamas (Souls): 
Promoting Spirituality.”

He will give a presentation on Shabbat 
afternoon before Mincha on “ Keeping Our 
Marriages Strong.” His final presentation, at seudah 
shlishit will be on “Happiness.”

There will be a communal dinner with Pelcovitz 
on Friday evening. To attend the dinner, RSVP on 
the synagogue website, www.cas-stamford.org.

Pelcovitz holds the Gwendolyn and Joseph Straus 

Scholar-in-Residence Weekend at CAS
Chair in Psychology and Jewish Educa-
tion at the Azrieli Graduate School of 
Jewish Education and Administration at 
Yeshiva University. In addition, Pelcovitz 
is an instructor in pastoral counseling at 
the Rabbi Isaac Elchanan Theological 
Seminary. Serving for more than two de-
cades as director of psychology at North 
Shore University Hospital-NYU School 
of Medicine and clinical professor of 
psychology at New York University School 
of Medicine, Pelcovitz has consulted with 
the Jewish community in the United 

States, Europe and Israel on a range of issues facing 
children and adolescents. Pelcovitz, who received 
his Ph.D. from the University of Pennsylvania, has 
published and lectured extensively on a variety of 
topics related to education, parenting and child 
mental health.

Dr. David Pelcovitz
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By Michael Feldstein
Rabbi Menachem Leibtag, who has 

taught Torah at Yeshivat Har Etzion for 
more than 30 years, will be the inaugural 
speaker at Young Israel’s weekly Family Beit 
Midrash program on Sunday, October 7, 
at 6 pm. His topic will be “The Creation 
Story: A Polemic Against Polytheism or a 
Platform to Explain Judaism?” The class 
will be held at Young Israel of Stamford, 
69 Oaklawn Ave.

There will be a light dinner served at 
6 pm, followed by the class at approxi-
mately 6:30 pm.

“Rabbi Leibtag is one of our most popular speakers 

On Tuesday evenings in 
October and November, Con-
gregation Agudath Sholom 
will offer a series on topics of 
Jewish ritual, peppered with 
guest speakers on varied topics.

On October 9, at 7:30 pm, 
Dr. Baruch Barzel will present 
“Farmers vs. Cowboys – A Zoo-
logical View on Sefer Bereshit 
(Genesis),” which will ask such 
questions as “why does Pharaoh 
count cows at night, while Ja-
cob counts sheep?” From a zoological perspective, 
the biblical stories are said to take on a life of their 
own. Following the animal symbolism, Barzel will 
unveil the book’s hidden story – the Wild West of 
the ancient Middle East – where animals provide a 

Tuesday Evening Learning at Agudath Sholom

Dr. Baruch Barzel Michael J. Weinstein

reflection on tradition, change 
and human beings.

Barzel, a physicist and ap-
plied mathematician, is the 
director of Complex Network 
Dynamics lab at Bar-Ilan Uni-
versity, Israel. He completed his 
Ph.D. in physics at Hebrew Uni-
versity of Jerusalem in Israel as a 
Hoffman Fellow, and continued 
to pursue post-doctoral training 
at the Center for Complex Net-
work Research at Northeastern 

University and at the Channing Division of Network 
Medicine of the Harvard Medical School.

On November 13, also at 7:30 pm, Michael J. 
Weinstein, author of “Ten Times Chai,” will do a book 
presentation and signing. Inspired by his personal 

heritage and dedicated to the Holocaust survivors 
he met on his journeys, Weinstein gives readers a 
tour of 180 Orthodox synagogues throughout the 
five boroughs of New York City.

The coffee table style book’s 613 color photos 
represent each of the 613 mitzvot, or commandments, 
of Judaism found in the Torah. Weinstein will share 
stories about each of these synagogues.

On Tuesdays, October 16 and 30, and November 6, at 
7:30 pm, Rabbi Daniel Cohen, senior rabbi at Congrega-
tion Agudath Sholom, will lead “The Taste of Shabbat: A 
Practicum on Cooking and Warming Food on Shabbat.”

The program will offer a look at the backstory, 
practical guide and modern applications for pre-
paring food on Shabbat. The focus of the series will 
be on cooking and reheating food, but also feature 
some tips for enhancing not only the food, but the 
spirit of Shabbat in people’s homes.

Young Israel Kicks Off Weekly Family Study Program
Rabbi Menachem Leibtag to Speak

Rabbi Menachem 
Leibtag

in the program, and we try to bring him to 
speak every year from Israel when we can,” 
said Gil Orbach, one of the organizers of 
the program. “He is very engaging and 
brings a vibrant, analytical approach to the 
thematic study of the Bible.”

Rabbi Leibtag is considered one of the 
pioneers of Torah education via the Inter-
net. His weekly essays on the portion of the 
week are read by thousands of subscribers 
worldwide. He is the founder of the Virtual 
Beit Midrash and more recently founded 
the Tanach Study Center, which contains 

a full archive of his lectures in various formats. In 
addition to his educational responsibilities at Yeshivat 

Turning Friday 
Night into Shabbat

On Thursday, October 18, beginning at 7 pm, 
Jewish Women Connected of Chabad of Stamford will 
host a cooking event for women, “Turn Friday Night 
into Shabbat,” in anticipation of the International 
Shabbos Project. 

Women are encouraged to come together at the 
event to prepare dishes to take home and share with 
family and friends in honor of Shabbat. Women at-
tending will make two medium-sized challahs, gefilte 
fish, sauce for chicken, salad dressing and dessert. 
The charge for the evening is $36 per person for JWC 
members or $45 per person for non-JWC members 
with early bird pricing, and $54 per person the week 
of the event.

The International Shabbos Project is a global, 
grass-roots movement that was begun in South Africa 
five years ago. The idea behind it is for Jews from 
all backgrounds, ages and observance levels all over 
the world will come together to experience one full 
Shabbat kept together. This year’s Shabbos project 
falls on the Shabbat of October 26-27.

 The History of Jewish 
Denominations in America

The community is invited to join Rabbi Oran 
Zweiter, assistant rabbi at Congregation Agudath 
Sholom, for a series that will explore some of the 
main factors and questions that have led to the for-
mation of the various denominations that make up 
current American Jewish life. The classes will focus on 
primary sources, leading to discussion of what these 
questions meant then and what they mean now. All 
classes will be held on Wednesdays at 8 pm at CAS. 
The dates and topics are October 24 (Orthodox), 
October 31 (Reform), November 7 (Conservative) 
and November 14 (Reconstructionist).

Har Etzion, Rabbi Leibtag also lectures at Yeshivat 
Shaalvim, Yeshivat ha’Kotel, Midreshet Lindenbaum 
and Orot College for Women. He has delivered 
lectures and teacher workshops extensively in Israel 
and the Diaspora.

The class and the dinner are both free and open to 
the entire community. No reservations are required.

See “Shabbat” on page 11
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Shabbat Continued from page 10

 Carmel Academy Open House 
The community is invited to experience the Carmel Academy difference at 

the school’s Open House on Sunday, October 28, from 10 am-noon. Guests will 
have an opportunity to meet with the school’s leadership and faculty, interact 
with current students, parents and alumni, and experience the experiential 
learning that takes place at Carmel every day. In addition, guests will tour the 
school’s 17-acre Greenwich campus. Children will participate in a hands-on, 
interactive learning scavenger hunt, led by Carmel teachers and students.

Carmel Academy is a community day school for children of all Jewish affili-
ations, serving students from transitional kindergarten through eighth grade. 
Carmel is accredited as a school of excellence by the Connecticut Association 
of Independent Schools.

To RSVP, contact Director of Admissions Ella Shteingart at ella.shteingart@
carmelacademy.com or 203-983-3503. 

 Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy Hosts Two Open Houses
The newly-expanded Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy of Connecticut will host 

two open houses for prospective families on Sunday, November 4, at the school’s 
two Stamford campuses.

Now in its inaugural year, BCHA is a comprehensive pre-kindergarten 
through grade 12 school that is the outgrowth of a merger between Bi-Cultural 
Day School, a 2017 National Blue Ribbon School of Excellence, and the Jewish 
High School of Connecticut.

The open house for families with children in pre-kindergarten through eighth 
grade will be held from 10 am-noon at the school’s upper campus, located on 
High Ridge Road, Stamford. A separate open house for high school students 
will be held from 1:30-4 pm at the BCHA high school, located in the Stamford 
Technology Center.

Parents attending the pre-kindergarten through eighth grade open house will 
have the opportunity to learn more about Bi-Cultural’s inter-disciplinary, dual 
curriculum, while their children enjoy a program of entertainment. A buffet 
lunch for the entire family will follow the presentation.

For information or to register, contact BCHA Director of Admissions Denise 
Rafailov at 203-329-2186, ext. 1310, or drafailov@bcds.org.

 Crash Course in Basic Judaism
The community is invited to join Rabbi Daniel Cohen, senior rabbi at Con-

gregation Agudath Sholom, on five Monday evenings, October 15, October 
29, November 5, November 19 and December 10, at 8:15 pm, for a five-lecture 
crash course on Judaism. Those attending will learn the basics of Judaism and 
enhance their understanding of the depth and breadth of Judaism. Lecture 
topics will be “God,” “Sabbath,” “Prayer,” “Sexuality” and “Jewish Observance.”

The course is sponsored by the National Jewish Outreach Program and is 
free and open to the entire community. For further information, visit www.
cas-stamford.org or call the synagogue at 203-358-2200.

 Adult Bat Mitzvah Program at CAS
It is said that it’s never too late to re-engage with Torah and one’s heritage, 

and that learning is a lifelong endeavor. Congregation Agudath Sholom’s up-
coming Adult Bat Mitzvah Program will enable women to reconnect with their 
past, present and future. 

The program will consist of three components. The first includes the “Crash 
Course in Basic Judaism” with Rabbi Daniel Cohen on Monday, October 15 
(see above); the Matan class exploring Jewish women role models in the spring 
with Diane Cohen (see below); and one class chosen from an array of learning 
opportunities. Second, participants will share a Shabbat dinner together with 
their families at the Cohen home. Third, participants will prepare and share a 
brief d’var Torah (talk on the Torah portion) and reflection at the culmination 
celebration of the program in June 2019. 

For more information and to register for the program, contact Rabbi Cohen 
at rabbicohen@cas-stamford.org or at 203-358-2200. The program is open to 
all women in the community.

 Matan: Exploring Jewish Women Role Models
The community is invited to join Diane Cohen, of Congregation Agudath 

Sholom, for a text-based and interactive class on the women of Jewish history. 
The curriculum is modeled on the Matan program in Israel. Classes will be 
held on Wednesday mornings at 10:30 am. For more information, visit www.
cas-stamford.org or call the synagogue at 203-358-2200.

Co-director of Chabad Leah Shemtov 
says, “This is a great and easy way for ladies 
to make a meal to help make Friday night 
into something special and bring the 
essence of Shabbat into each home. And 
you don’t have to dirty your own kitchen.”

Chabad of Stamford will also host 
a “Friday Night Live” event on Friday, 
October 26, at 5:30 pm, in honor of the 
International Shabbos Project. “‘Friday 
Night Live’ is a great way to start the 
Shabbat and get into the Shababt spirit. 
It’s a short, sweet and spirited service, with 
a simultaneous kids’ service followed by 
a smashing kiddush,” says Shemtov.

There will be a total of five “Friday 
Night Lives” throughout the year, and 
each “Friday Night Live” will entail 
a Kabbalat Shabbat, or welcoming 

On July 26 (the mini holiday of Tu B’Av), Jewish Women Connected of Chabad of 
Stamford hosted a women’s summer soiree and white party. Leah Shemtov spoke about the 
significance of Tu B’Av, which is about rebirth and love, and Roz Etra and Faye Ringel 
entertained the crowd with klezmer music. L-r: Gail Budin, Leah Shemtov and Jocelyn 
Avidan, who hosted the event at her house. (Photo by Shternie Shemtov)

Women’s Summer Soiree

L-r: Amy Herman, Taly Farber, Elise Klein, Randie Katzel, Leah Shemtov, Hillary Isaacs 
and Rachel Maryles. (Photo by Shternie Shemtov)

of Shabbat, with songs, a children’s 
program encompassing kids’ enter-
tainment and raffle prizes, service and 
snacks, and a themed kiddush.

“These Friday nights were started 
in honor of the hakhel year, the year 
of Jewish unity that takes place every 
seven years, but the idea of promoting 
Jewish unity and gatherings does not 
only have to occur during the hakhel 
year, and in that vein we have continued 
our ‘Friday Night Live’ program,” says 
Rabbi Moshe Shemtov.

Chabad of Stamford invites everyone 
to attend “Friday Night Live.” There 
is no charge for the event and all are 
welcome (sponsorship is available).

For more information, contact pro-
grams@stamfordchabad.org.
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By Judie Jacobson
Students of Bi-Cultural Day School (now known as 

Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy) said they were shocked 
and saddened by the shooting at Stoneman Douglas 
High School in Parkland, FL, last February that left 
17 dead. The Stamford students said they were so 
moved by their grieving peers that they resolved to 
bring a ray of light into the lives of the victims and 
their families. 

The day after the incident, the student council 
contacted Stars of Hope, an organization that empow-
ers children to bring hope to those in need through 
the messages of healing. With kits provided by Stars 
of Hope, all of the students painted inspirational 
words and works of art on wooden stars, which were 
then sent to the Parkland students. They believed 
this small act would uplifte students at both ends of 
the tikkun olam mitzvah.

“It’s like the Rebbe said, ‘One small candle can 
light up the world,” said Jeff Parness, the founder and 
head of Stars for Hope, paraphrasing the Lubavitch 
Rebbe Menachem Shneerson z”l. “It’s ‘paying it 
forward.’ It’s saying to people who are experiencing 
tragedy ‘we know you’re hurting and we just want 
you to know we’re here for you.’”

That is how, on August 22, Parness described the im-
pact Stars of Hope has on individuals and communities 
recovering from both natural and man-made disasters 
to a room filled with faculty members of Bi-Cultural 
Hebrew Academy, the newly-formed pre-kindergarten- 
grade 12 school created by the merger of Bi-Cultural 
Day School and the Jewish High School of Connecticut.

According to Parness, since it was launched in 
2007, Stars of Hope has handed out well over 50,000 
stars that have decorated communities in many U.S. 
states, as well as several other countries that have 

Paying It Forward
Bi-Cultural Students Create Club Built on Hope

Ruthie Price was an eighth-grader at Bi-Cultural Day School 
(now Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy) in February 2018 when 
she painted a Star of Hope that was then sent to the students 
at Stoneman Douglas High School in Parkland, FL.

Jeff Parness (standing) founded Stars of Hope.

faced devastation and destruction.
Parness came to the BCHA not only to spread the 

word about the project, but also to thank the school 
for launching this year a Stars of Hope Club, the first 
such club in the nation.

“Hopefully, the Bi-Cultural Stars of Hope Club will 
serve as a model for schools around the country to 
follow,” he told the teachers.

Fourth grade teacher Beth Fritz, the club’s faculty 
advisor, described the club as a “win-win.”

“The goal is for our students and staff to feel em-
powered by helping communities around the world in 
need of hope,” she said. “When kids feel like they’re 
doing something helpful for others, they feel good 
about themselves. It’s therapeutic.”

BCHA Head of School Jackie Herman called Jeff 
Parness’ message “inspiring.”

“The message about the importance of creativity, 
compassion and connections, and identifying tan-
gible ways to ‘pay it forward,’ resonated with our 
Bi-Cultural team,” she said. “It reminds us that we 
are ‘better together’ – that every human being can 
make a difference in the world.” 

 Transmitting Torah: A Program for 
Women by Women

Congregation Agudath Sholom announces a new 
program made possible through a grant from the 
Orthodox Union, beginning on Monday evenings 
in the fall. “Transmitting Torah” is an opportunity 
for women to deepen their Torah learning and 
teaching. The program will be geared toward women 
who are interested in preparing a d’var Torah (talk 
on the weekly Torah portion) or shiur (class) to be 
delivered at synagogue. The program is intended to 
give women content to inspire their own thinking 
about different Torah thoughts and questions. The 
program will help women prepare a presentation 
from start to finish by teaching research skills and 
honing public speaking skills, and include a series 
of one-on-one tutorials tailored to each participant’s 
specific needs and interests. 

Dena Block, the yoetzet halacha (consultant in 
Jewish law) at Congregation Agudath Sholom, will 
lead the program.

For further information, visit www.cas-stamford.
org or call the synagogue at 203-358-2200.

 Israel Cancer Research Honors Local 
Oncologists

Three Fairfield County oncologists – Drs. Paul 
Weinstein (Stamford Health), Richard Zelkowitz 
(Norwalk Hospital) and Beverly Drucker (Greenwich 
Hospital) – will be honored on Sunday, November 
4, for their dedication to their patients by the Con-
necticut Chapter of the Israel Cancer Research Fund 
at its third annual Heroes for Hope reception and 
dinner. The evening, held at Stamford’s Temple Beth 
El, will feature ICRF’s international director, Dr. Mark 
Israel, a pediatric oncologist (formerly director of 
the Dartmouth Cancer Center) and cancer survivor 
Andrew Faas of Toronto, philanthropist and author, 
who is alive today thanks to Gleevec, a drug developed 
from basic research conducted by ICRF supported 
scientists who found the underlying DNA error that 
causes this formerly lethal leukemia. 

ICRF, a 43-year-old US-based non-profit, is the larg-
est North American private donor of funds to Israel’s 
cancer researchers, donating $68 million through vet-
ted grants to scientists at all of Israel’s major research 
institutions. ICRF-sponsored scientists have been re-
sponsible for the research behind three cancer drugs 
used worldwide. For more information, contact David 
Kweskin at 203-321-1006 or David.Kweskin@ICRFon-
line.org. For reservations, visit www.ICRFonlineorg/
HeroesforHope2018. Leslie R. Freedman, Ph.D., is 
chair of the 2018 Heroes for Hope event.
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Anthony Russell started studying to perform 
in Yiddish in 2011. (Photo by Max Eicke)

A Former Opera Singer Fuses African-American and 
Yiddish Music
By Josefin Dolsten

(JTA) – Anthony Mordechai Tzvi Rus-
sell has performed Yiddish music around 
the world. He is part of a musical duo 
that creates new interpretations of classic 
Yiddish songs. In 2017, he even won the 
Yiddish version of “American Idol.”

Still, the singer gets one request 
consistently that has nothing to do with 
Yiddish or klezmer music: to perform 
traditionally African-American music. 
“I always got a little defensive about that 
because if I’m going to literally perform 
my blackness for an audience, I want 
it to be on my terms. I don’t want the 
terms dictated to me,” the 37-year-old 
former opera singer, who is black and 
Jewish, told JTA.

In “Convergence,” Russell aims to 
do just that, melding Jewish songs, 

mostly in Yiddish, with traditional 
African-American tunes. The album, 
which was recently released, is a collabo-
ration between Russell and the klezmer 
band Veretski Pass. “The whole ethos 
of the project, at least for me was, if 
there was a historic African-American 
Jewish music, if that was a real thing, 
what would it sound like?” he said in a 
phone interview on August 13.

An example of how he imagines that 
musical culture can be heard on “Rosie,” 
a work song written by African-American 
prisoners at a Mississippi State Penitentia-
ry work camp in the 1940s. Eventually it 
bridges into the sorrowful instrumental 
part from “Es Iz Shoyn Shpet” (“It is 
Already Late”), a Yiddish song meant 
for newlyweds. The sorrowful melodies 
are mixed together skillfully aided by 

Russell’s smooth bass voice. Toward the 
end of the track, the voice of a newscaster 
is heard announcing the high incar-
ceration rate of black men in the U.S. 
today, reminding the listener of slavery’s 

legacy. Russell was inspired to write the 
track after the news broke that George 
Zimmerman, a neighborhood watch 
coordinator, was acquitted of charges in 
the shooting death of Trayvon Martin, an 
unnarmed black teenager. 

Russell said the two musical tradi-
tions were a natural fit. One thing that 
helped, he said, is that many Jewish and 
African-American songs are written in 
pentatonic scale, with five notes per 
octave. “When it came to melodies, and 
when it came to the text, they flowed 
together very well,” he said.

The two traditions have blended to-
gether well in his life, too. Russell, who 
grew up in a Christian family, said his 
childhood Bible studies helped him on 
his journey to becoming Jewish. “I have 

Basics Getting to Kerala Flood Victims, with Help of JDC, 
Indian Jewish Community
By JNS staff

(JNS) – The Jewish community of 
India, together with the American 
Jewish Joint Distribution Committee, 
is responding to the destructive floods 
in Kerala, providing food and clothing 
to hundreds of families hard-hit by 
the disaster.

With a presence in India since 1950, 
the JDC and its partners in the Jewish 
community will provide the aid through 
the All-India Disaster Mitigation Insti-
tute, its longstanding partner, and will 
continue to raise funds and monitor 

needs for future support given the ex-
tent of the flooding, which has killed 
hundreds of people and displaced 
hundreds of thousands.

A JDC team was to be dispatched to 
Kerala for the distribution of aid and 
to assess needs of survivors, including 
members of the Jewish community, 
impacted by the floods.

“As we join with our neighbors in 
mourning the loss of life in Kerala, we 
are also acutely aware of the critical 
importance of the support we are pro-
viding to survivors facing an uncertain 

future,” stated Elijah Jacob, executive 
director of JDC’s India office, and Dr. 
Nathan Aston, chairman of the Indian 
Jewish community’s Indian Joint Trust. 
“Drawing from our previous experience 
responding to these kinds of disasters 
in India and throughout the region, 
we are focused on meeting immediate 
needs, rebuilding more sustainably for 
future disasters and upholding the 
Jewish value for life, especially in the 
face of such terrible loss.”

As news of the rains, flooding and 
landslides grew, JDC’s India team 

coordinated with the local Jewish 
community – made up of about 4,500 
people – and other NGO partners to 
devise a response to the devastation.

In the past, JDC’s India team took 
a lead role in the organization’s re-
sponses to the Nepal earthquake in 
April 2014 and Indian Ocean tsunami 
in December 2004.

Its relief activities are coordinated 
with the U.S. Department of State, 
USAID, the Israeli government, Inter-
action and the United Nations, as well 
as local and international partners.

See “Music” on page 14
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The New Jewish Voice

Why I Care…
“How wonderful it is that nobody need wait a single moment 
before starting to improve the world.” – Anne Frank

Music Continued from page 13

By Jane Levene
Shari and Sam Raymond moved to 

Stamford with their two young children 
over a year ago. They have been over-
whelmed by both the warm welcome 
they received and the many opportuni-
ties to be a part of the Jewish community 
here. They love having family nearby 
and a wonderful congregation, as well 
as a diverse and strong Jewish presence 
in the area. They both quickly became 
actively involved with United Jewish 
Federation.

Here’s why they care…
Describe your past and current in-

volvement with UJF.
We moved to Connecticut a year 

ago and are thrilled to already have 
the opportunity to get involved and 
give back through UJF. Shari joined 
the UJF board and participates in call 
nights and UJF events. She’s excited to 
be chairing UJF’s annual Super Sunday 
event in November. Sam is joining his 
wife in being involved with UJF and 
has taken an active role in the UJF 
Cardozo Society. 

Have you been involved with other 
Jewish organizations in the community 
or elsewhere?

Thanks to work, we’ve moved around 
quite a bit, and in each community we 
live in, we make a point to join the syn-

Focus on: Shari and Sam Raymond

agogue and participate in community 
events. As our kids start in school, we 
are looking forward to finding new 
ways to be involved. We also were both 
very involved in our college Jewish 
community, and Sam was on the Jewish 
association in graduate school.

Why is it important for you to give 
back in this way?

We both grew up with strong, com-
munity-minded role models in our 
parents, so getting involved and giving 
back is in our blood. When we moved 
to Connecticut, we couldn’t wait to find 
our place in the Jewish community here 
and UJF was the perfect fit. We love 
being a part of an organization that is 
so dedicated to supporting Jews from 
all walks of life both here in Stamford 
and around the world. 

As a young couple, can you comment 
on how those in your age group can be 
inspired to volunteer and give back to 
their community?

For so long, we’ve watched as our 
parents and their generation took the 
lead, starting schools, joining boards, 
raising funds and supporting those in 
need. Now that we have kids of our 
own, it’s our turn to take the helm 
and teach them what it means to be 
an active community participant. 
One of the beautiful things about the 
Jewish community is our longstanding 
tradition of working together to build 
a better community and world. As the 
rabbis taught in “Pirkei Avot, Ethics 
of Our Fathers,” it is not our duty to 
complete the work, but neither are we 
free to avoid it. It may seem difficult 
to add more to the busy plates of mil-
lennial working parents, but joining a 
committee, volunteering at an event, 
or even simply showing up is a great 
way to get started and help create that 
better world.

Sam and Shari Raymond

a very strong connection to narratives 
of the Bible, the Jewish scriptures, and 
I think this informed my decision to 
become Jewish because I was familiar 
with so many of the important narra-
tives that make up Judaism,” he said.

Russell converted to Judaism in 
2011, and four years later he married 
his longtime boyfriend Rabbi Michael 
Rothbaum. The couple live in Maynard, 
MA, a suburb about 22 miles west of 
Boston, near the synagogue where 
Rothbaum works, Congregation Beth 
Elohim in Acton.

After graduating from college, Rus-
sell worked as an opera singer for more 
than a decade, but never got his big 
break. Rothbaum suggested that he ex-
plore Jewish music, but Russell dismissed 
the idea. But that initial response didn’t 
last long and, in 2011, Russell started 
teaching himself to sing in Yiddish.

He has traveled around the world 

performing Yiddish songs at cultural 
festivals, synagogues and academic 
events. He is also a member of the 
musical duo Tsvey Brider, in which he 
and musician Dmitri Gaskin create new 
music in Yiddish, including in the styles 
of cabaret, disco and pop.

A year after starting to pursue Yiddish 
music, Russell decided to combine it 
with African-American music. He jux-
taposed the Yiddish song “Der Gemore 
Nign,” in which a young homesick boy 
recites Talmud, with the African-Amer-
ican spiritual “Sometimes I Feel Like a 
Motherless Child.”

“My idea initially was to have it as a 
dialogue,” he said. “Here are these two 
children – one black, one Ashkenazi 
Jewish in the world of the 19th century 
– both singing about their loneliness 
and alienation from their families.”

Russell performed the song at events 
and it was well-received. Two years later, 

By JTA staff
A pocket watch with Hebrew letters 

on its face that belonged to a Jewish 
Russian immigrant who died aboard 
the Titanic sold at auction for $57,500. 
Heritage Auctions offered the pocket 
watch at its headquarters in Dallas on 
August 25 in a public auction of Amer-
icana memorabilia. 

The watch, which features Moses 
holding the Ten Commandments on 
its back, was purchased by John Miottel, 
a collector of timepieces relating to 
the Titanic disaster. Miottel operates 
the Miottel Museum and already owns 
timepieces from Titanic victims Col. 
John Jacob Astor, the liner’s richest 
passenger and the era’s richest person 
in the world, as well as a watch formerly 
owned by Oscar Woody, the Titanic’s 
U.S. Postal Clerk. Miottel also holds 
the timepiece once owned by the first 
person to receive the distress call from 
the Titanic, Harold Thomas Cottam, 
who served as a wireless operator on 
the rescue ship RMS Carpathia. “It 
will take one of the primary spots in 
our collection,” Miottel said, where it 
will be added to the museum’s Ocean 
Liner Section, which is comprised of 
thousands of historic maritime artifacts 
and memorabilia.

The watch’s original owner, Sinai 

Titanic Victim’s Hebrew-Letter 
Watch Sold at Auction to Collector 
of Timepieces Relating to Disaster 

Kantor, was an immigrant from Russia 
bound for New York with his wife, Mir-
iam, who survived the accident aboard 
the Titanic when it sank during the 
cruise ship’s maiden voyage in 1912. 
Dozens of Jews were among the 1,503 
passengers who died. The British liner 
had a kosher kitchen. 

The pocket watch was sold by a direct 
descendant of Miriam and Sinai Kantor, 
who provided a letter of provenance 
and who does not wish to be identified. 
The couple, who paid 26 pounds ster-
ling (approximately $3,666 today) for 
their ticket, were among 285 second 
class passengers and boarded the ship 
together in Southampton, England. 
Kantor, a furrier who wanted to study 
dentistry or medicine in America, was 
34 when he and his wife, 24, also an 
aspiring doctor, boarded Titanic. They 
hailed from Vitebsk, today a city in 
northwest Belarus. 

Miriam Kantor received her hus-
band’s clothing, Russian passport, 
notebook, telescope, corkscrew, “silver 
watch and strap,” and Russian, German 
and English currency on May 24, 1912. 
Sinai Kantor is buried in Mount Zion 
Cemetery in Queens, according to Is-
raeli Titanic researcher Eli Moskowitz, 
author of a book on the Jews of the 
Titanic.

he performed it with Veretski Pass, a 
klezmer instrumental trio, and the 
collaboration that eventually led to 
“Convergence” was born.

Russell said the collaboration allows 
him to honor all the parts that make up 
his identity. “When I made a decision 
to become a Jew, it wasn’t a decision to 
completely leave entire parts of myself 
behind. Of course it was a decision to 
leave the bacon- and shrimp-eating 
parts of myself behind, which is very 
hard because it’s in my ‘yerusha,’” he 
joked, using the Hebrew term for 
inheritance. “But I still wanted to be 
very much myself as a black man, as 
somebody who is responsive to black 
culture and black history, that’s some-
body who I wanted to be while I was 
also being Jewish. So it’s almost like the 
project as an outgrowth of that need to 
stay true to myself while making that 
very conscious decision to be Jewish.”

 Mother (Parent)-Son Game Show Night 
Now in its fifth year, the Mother (Parent)-Son Game Show Night at the Jewish 

Community Center is now considered a Stamford tradition. A night of games, 
food and fun is on tap for boys 5-10 years of age and their mom/parent, on 
Saturday, October 13, from 6:30-8 pm.

Games will include trivia and “wacky” challenges presented by MCs and game 
masters. A child-friendly dinner will be served. Admission is $45 per “couple” 
and $5 for each additional child; or $36 per “couple” and $5 for each additional 
child for JCC members.

Register online at stamfordjcc.org or by calling the JCC Welcome Desk at 
203-322-7900. For additional information, contact Jason Samuel at 203-487-0973 
or jsamuel@stamfordjcc.org.

 Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy Participates in Leadership 
Institute

Bi-Cultural Hebrew Academy of Connecticut has announced the school’s 
participation in the Legacy Heritage Instructional Leadership Institute’s Tanakh 
Standards and Benchmark Project.

According to BCHA Head of School Jackie Herman, over the course of the 
next two years, the Judaic studies staff will immerse themselves in Tanach study. 
Faculty members will explore various facets of the Tanach, plan curriculum 
in teams, use protocols to fine-tune instruction and create outcome-oriented 
benchmarks and assessments.

“It is our vision that by the time they graduate from BCHA, our students will 
be independent and literarily astute readers of the biblical text in Hebrew,” said 
Herman. “They will develop a love of Torah study and embrace it as an inspiring 
resource that informs their values and influences their moral commitments and 
their ways of interacting with the world.”

A program of the Jewish Theological Seminary, to date more than 80 Jewish 
schools from across the denominations have participated in the Institute’s 
professional and leadership programs.
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film “Murderers Among Us”; 
the Jewish accountant Itzhak 
Stern in “Schindler’s List”; and 
Anne Frank’s father in a 2001 
ABC miniseries. He also won an 
Academy Award for his turn as 
the titular Indian independence 
leader in 1982’s “Gandhi.”

During research for his Sho-
ah-themed films, Kingsley be-
came close friends with Holo-
caust survivor, activist and author 
Elie Wiesel. Not long before 
Wiesel’s death in 2016, the actor 
vowed to him that “the next time I 
walk onto a film set that is appro-
priate to your story, I will dedicate 
my performance to you.”

So when Kingsley was offered 
the Eichmann role in “Operation 
Finale” after Wiesel’s death – a 
film that  debuted on August 29 
and focuses on the Holocaust archi-
tect’s capture – the actor jumped at 
the chance. Just as he famously carried 
a picture of Anne Frank during the 
filming of “Schindler’s List,” he carried 
a photo of Wiesel during the filming 
of “Operation Finale.”

“[E]very day as promised, I looked 
at a picture of Elie that I carried in 
my pocket and said ‘I’m doing this for 
you,’” Kingsley said.

“Operation Finale” tells the story of 
Peter Malkin and other Mossad agents 
who covertly hunted and captured 
Eichmann hiding in Argentina and 
brought him to Israel for trial in 1961, 
where he was ultimately executed. The 
heart of the story is the cat-and-mouse 
game between Malkin (played by Oscar 
Isaac) and Eichmann, both of whom 
were master manipulators, according to 
the film’s director, Chris Weitz (“About 
a Boy” and “A Better Life”).

“Each one is trying to convince the 
other of something,” Weitz said in a 
telephone interview. “Malkin wanted 
to convince Eichmann to sign a paper 
indicating that he was willing to go 
to trial in Jerusalem. And Eichmann 
is trying out various defenses that he 
will eventually use in Israeli court. So 
in that regard there is the subterfuge 
of the escaped war criminal and also 
the subterfuge of the spy as he’s trying 
to turn a source.”

As for Eichmann, Weitz said, “I 
think the evidence shows a very chame-

Ben Kingsley stars as Adolf Eichmann in “Operation 
Finale.” (Photo by Valeria Florini / Metro Goldwyn 
Mayer Pictures)

leon-like figure who is constantly trying 
to serve his own ends and ambitions.”

Kingsley unabashedly sees his charac-
ter as evil. “What other adjective can you 
use?” he asked. “Not only did he commit 
these crimes as an architect of the Final 
Solution, he went to his grave proud of 
what he had done – utterly unrepentant.”

Yet Kingsley said he chose not to 
portray Eichmann as “a B-movie, car-
toony, comic strip villain.

“That would have done a terrible dis-
service to the victims and the survivors I 
know and love,” he said. “It’s important 
for us to accept, to stomach and to swal-
low that the Nazis were men and women 
– ‘normal’ people. Twisted people, but 
they didn’t come from Mars.”

Weitz, 48, had his own personal con-
nection to the material. His father, the 
fashion designer John Weitz, escaped 
Nazi Germany in 1933 at the age of 
10. Nine years later, he arrived in the 
United States and later became a spy 
for the OSS, the precursor of the CIA. 
He interrogated Nazi war criminals and 
helped liberate Bergen-Belsen, “which 
forever changed him,” his son said. The 
filmmaker grew up with his father’s 
war stories and ultimately helped the 
patriarch write multiple books about 
Nazi war criminals.

As research for the film, both Weitz 
and Kingsley relied in part on the ex-
pertise of former Mossad agent Avner 
Abraham, who has curated a now-tour-
ing exhibition about Eichmann. Weitz 

Kingsley Continued from page 1

be part of the kosher market of Bel-
monte, an annual event that began 
in 2010. This year, the market will 
open on Sunday, October 14, in the 
central Portuguese city. The beer 
is produced with honey from Israel 
and local ingredients from the Serra 
da Estrela mountain range on which 

Kosher Beer Label Launched in Portuguese Town with a Few Dozen Jews 
By JTA staff

Brewers in Portugal have announced 
the country’s first kosher artisanal beer, 
which will debut at the country’s kosher 
market in October. The first brew in 
July yielded about 500 bottles, or 50 
gallons, of the Cabralinha label, the 
RTP public broadcaster reported. Its 

name means “little goat” in Portuguese. 
The brewery is located in Belmonte, one 
of the three municipalities in Portugal 
with their own rabbis and synagogues, 
and is under the supervision of Elisha 
Salas, the local rabbi. 

A municipality spokesperson said 
on August 23 that the beer would 

Belmonte is situated, Ana Bogalheiro, 
who works for the brewery, told RTP. 
The area has only a few dozen prac-
ticing Jews, but thousands of others 
trace their lineage to ancestors who 
were forced to abandon Judaism 
during the 16th century under the 
Inquisition campaign of persecution. 

eschewed photographing the glass 
booth in which Eichmann spent his 
trial – a part of the exhibition – because 
he feared that might be “blasphemous.”

The director also said he had 
“endless trepidations” about depict-
ing images of the Holocaust, and so 
chose to do so through the lens of 
the Mossad agents’ memories. “The 

agents’ memoirs indicate that they all 
found it deeply unsettling to be so near 
the person who had taken part in the 
murder of their families,” Weitz said. 
“Some of them were disappointed that 
all this evil could have the face of this 
rather unprepossessing man, which felt 
terribly out of scale to all the damage 
that had been done.”

Support in Our Community
Employment and Life Transitions Support Group 
Tuesdays, 1st and 3rd of every month at Stamford office of Schoke JFS, 
733 Summer St. Looking for emotional support while searching for 
employment? Facilitated by Lois Meyer, LMSW, Case Manager. No cost. 
For registration, please contact 203-921-4161 or email lmeyer@ctjfs.org

Financial Fitness Coaching
If you would benefit from a financial coach, register for a two hour 
coaching session with Liz Krebs at ekrebs@lifebridgect.org or call 
203-368-5537. Contact Rebekah Kanefsky at 203-921-4161 or email at 
rkanefsky@ctjfs.org.

Let’s Talk
Seniors talk about common interests and concerns, facilitated by a 
Schoke Jewish Family Service counselor.
Tuesdays, 11 :00 AM, Free at the Stamford JCC, 1035 Newfield Ave.
Contact Eve Moskowitz at 203-921-4161 or emoskowitz@ctjfs.org.

Schoke JFS Spousal Bereavement Group 
Support for grieving the loss of a spouse or significant other. Contact 
Amanda Geffner, Schoke JFS Therapist at 203-921-4161 or ageffner@
ctjfs.org. Fridays at 10:30 AM, beginning September 8th at Stamford 
JCC, 1035 Newfield Ave.

Brain Fitness Group
The group will focus on attention skills with practical support to help 
reach personal brain fitness goals. Advance registration suggested. 
Mondays, Oct. 15, 22 & 29, 10:30 AM – 12:00 PM at the Stamford JCC, 
1035 Newfield Avenue.
JCC Members $20 for 3 sessions/Community $25.
JCC Members $8 for individual session/Community $10.
To register, contact Connie Cirillo Freeman at 203-487-0983 or email 
cfreeman@stamfordjcc.org.  For additional information, contact Dr. 
Toby Lazarus, Schoke JFS Brain Fitness Program Coordinator at 203-
921-4161 or tlazarus@ctjfs.org.
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