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United Jewish Federation of Greater Stamford, New Canaan and Darien 
Minutes of the Meeting of the Board of Directors 

April 19, 2017 
 
Attendees: Ricky Arbron, Shoshana Dweck, Ellen Weber, David Stein, Arlene Rosen, 
David Fogel, Nancy Mimoun, Tara Shapiro, Lorraine Kweskin, Linda Gornitsky and Peter 
Lilienthal. 
 
Staff: James Cohen, Rebekah Raz (by telephone)  
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:12 p.m. and minutes were taken by Ellen Weber 
since Nancy Schulman was out of town.  
 
Ricky began the meeting by notifying the board of the May 16th parlor meeting, hosted 
by Peter Lilienthal, at which time Rachel Dayan will provide a presentation on her trip to 
India.  She had previously presented this to the UJF board.   Ricky recommended and 
encouraged each board member to host a parlor meeting and invite friends to hear 
about Federation, get excited and involved in the organization.   
 
Ricky notified the board that she will be speaking at Temple Sinai in May regarding 
international allocations and said that her plans are to speak at Temple Beth El and 
Congregation Agudath Sholom as well.   
 
Jim’s last day is May 5 and a Champagne/Dessert Farewell event will take place on April 
26 at Ellen Weber’s home. All are welcome. 
 
Jim reported that Myrna Sessa conducted an exercise with the staff and recommended 
that this be done twice a year.   
 
He reported that on May 11, the head of the SCN would be here in Stamford to discuss 
security issues and that in the evening there will be a town hall event at the New 
Canaan library.  This is an excellent opportunity to offer this important security 
information to our community.  This event is taking place under the auspices of our new 
JCRC. 
 
Lauren Steinberg, director of the JCRC, will be beginning April 24.  
 
The Yom Hashoah event will take place Sunday, April 23.  Earlier in the month there was 
a kick off event for Yom Hashoah at the Government Center in Stamford.  It was well-
attended by 40-50 people. 
 
The next New Jewish Voice will have the international grants from our 2016 allocations 
process summarized.  The local grants will be presented in the following NJV and the 
programs provided by UJF in the NJV after that. 
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Efforts continue to be underway regarding the community mission.  Rica Lieberman has 
agreed to be chairperson.  She is very respected in the community and is excited to be 
chairing this community event. 
 
 
Ricky summarized the recent Transition Committee discussion relating to the vacant 
CEO position due to Jim Cohen leaving.  Concensus of the group was not to have an 
outside transition CEO.  Ricky and Rebekah will work together to determine critical 
issues at hand, who will be involved in their resolution. 
 
Linda Gornitsky has offered to meet with the staff, interview each, and report back 
regarding staffing requirements.  
 
Ricky stressed the importance of us all working hard to continue our efforts on the 
campaign. She said that work cannot stop and all board members need to step up to the 
plate to make this year a successful one. 
 
Shoshana Dweck reviewed the Finance Board Report. 
 
David Stein made a motion to accept the March 21 board minutes which were accepted 
with 3 abstentions and 5 in favor.  Linda Gornitsky seconded the motion and identified a 
misspelling that she indicated she would send to Ricky. 
 
The board then went into Executive session. 
 
Nancy Mimoun made the following motion: “Allow the United Jewish Federation Board 
of Directors and UJF staff to participate in discussions regarding possible communal 
structural changes.” 
 
Lorraine Kweskin seconded the motion and it was then unanimously approved. 
 
It was agreed that the next board meeting, which will take place on May 17 will begin at 
7:30 p.m.rather than at 7:00 p.m. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 8:38 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Nancy Schulman 


