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This summary provides an overview of open-source statistics regarding reported antisemitic incidents in the 

United States and Canada. All statistics included in this summary were obtained through open sources and may 

contain unofficial data. This summary should be considered preliminary in nature. Exact counts are subject to 

change pending official end-of-year data reporting.

Federal Bureau of Investigation (FBI) Hate Crime Data (2016 – 2020)

According to the FBI’s 2020 hate 

crimes report, of the 1,331 reported 

hate crime offenses motivated by 

religious bias in 2020, 59.1% were 

motivated by anti-Jewish bias.  

The FBI also reported that 18.1% of 

religious bias hate crime incidents 

occurred in houses of worship 

(synagogues, churches, mosques, 

temples). 

FBI Hate Crime Data 

 

Year 

Total Number of 

Reported Hate 

Crime Offenses 

Offenses 

Motivated by 

Religious Bias 

Percent Motivated 

by Anti-Jewish 

Bias* 

Percentage 

Occurring at 

a HOW** 

2020 10532 1331 59.1% 18.1% 

2019 8559 1650 60.3% 16.7% 

2018 8496 1550 57.8% 15.4% 

2017 8437 1679 58.1% 15.0% 

*Represents the percentage of offenses classified as Motivated by Religious 

Bias that were subcategorized as Motivated by Anti-Jewish Bias.  

**HOW = Houses of Worship – includes synagogues, churches, mosques, etc. 

Anti-Defamation League – 2020 Data

In 2020, the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) reported a total of 2,024 

antisemitic incidents across the U.S., a 4% decrease from 2,107 

incidents reported in 2019.  

In 2020, there was a 23% increase in extremist propaganda incidents, 

as compared to 2019. 

In 2020, 327 recorded antisemitic incidents occurred in Jewish 

institutions/schools, an increase of 40% from 234 incidents in 2019. 

 

In 2020, 128 antisemitic incidents took place on university and college 

campuses, a decrease of 32% from 2019. 

 

 2018 2019 2020 

Assault 39 61 31 

Harassment 1066 1127 1242 

Vandalism 744 919 751 

Annual Total 1879 2107 2024 

The states with the highest numbers of incidents were California, Florida, New Jersey, New York, and Pennsylvania. 

Of those, only Florida experienced an increase over 2019. 

 

The League for Human Rights of B’nai Brith Canada – 2020 Data

The League for Human Rights of B’nai Brith Canada recorded 

2,610 incidents of antisemitism in 2020, an increase of 18.3% 

from 2019.  

 

In 2020, Ontario reported the largest respective number of 

incidents (1,130), a 44.3% increase from 2019. This marks the 

first year Ontario exceeded 1,000 incidents and accounts for 

over 43% of all total incidents in Canada. 

 2017 2018 2019 2020 

Harassment 1,409 1,809 2,011 2,483 

Vandalism 327 221 182 118 

Violence 16 11 14 9 

Annual Total 1,752 2,041 2,207 2,610 

  



Recent Notable Incidents and Arrests 
 

• 20 September 2021: A man was arrested and charged after it was reported that he verbally assaulted and 

harassed people with antisemitic comments in the Squirrel Hill neighborhood of Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania.  

• 11 September 2021: Two members of the Goyim Defense League, an antisemitic group, hung a banner over 

the I-80 pedestrian bridge in Berkeley, California, its message blamed Jewish people for the 9/11 attacks.  

• 08 September 2021: An NYPD officer was arrested on charges of burglary and criminal mischief after 

vandalizing a Jewish camp in Verbank, New York the previous week. 

• 26 July 2021: A swastika was found carved into an elevator at the US State Department in Washington, D.C. 

• 01 July 2021: A Chabad rabbi was stabbed eight times outside the Shaloh House, a Jewish school and 

synagogue in Brighton, Massachusetts. 

• 07 June 2021: The Chabad center in Tucson, Arizona was vandalized with swastika graffiti and the words 

“Dirty kyke.” 

• 27 May 2021: The Florida Holocaust Museum in St. Petersburg, Florida was vandalized with graffiti that 

included swastikas and a message that read, “The Jews are guilty.” 

• 24 May 2021: In Las Vegas, Nevada, A Jewish man was assaulted by a stranger after an escalating 

disagreement over the issue of violence between Israel and Hamas.  

• 19 May 2021: A group of Jewish outdoor diners were harassed and attacked by a Pro-Palestine group asking 

if there “were any Jews” outside a restaurant in Los Angeles, California. The same night, an Orthodox Jewish 

man walking to his synagogue in the Fairfax District was chased by two vehicles, the passengers waving 

Palestinian flags. Additionally, a nearby kosher restaurant’s front door was shattered. 

• 13 May 2021: A man was arrested after harassing a woman outside a kosher pizza shop in North Miami 

Beach, Florida. He made antisemitic remarks including, “Why didn’t Hitler throw all of you in the ocean?” He 

was reported to have harassed customers with Nazi salutes and antisemitic remarks since December 2020.  

• 27 April 2021: New York man pleads guilty to federal hate crime offenses related to his making antisemitic 

death threats to a resident of Stratford, Connecticut. He has been detained since his arrest on 26 June 

2020 and is scheduled for sentencing on 27 July 2021. 

• 30 March 2021: Two incidents were reported at the University of Connecticut in Storrs, Connecticut within a 

span of four days. A swastika and SS were spray painted on an academic building facing the Hillel on the 

first day of Passover. Leaving the University of Connecticut's Chabad house, a student wearing a kippah was 

harassed by people inside a vehicle yelling antisemitic slurs. On 29 April 2021, a student at the university 

was arrested in connection to the antisemitic graffiti and charged with third-degree intimidation based on 

bias and third-degree criminal mischief. 

• 18 March 2021: A Columbus, Ohio man has been charged after allegedly intimidating his Jewish neighbors. 

He allegedly broke his Jewish neighbors’ window, referenced gassing Jewish people in addition to shouting 

antisemitic slurs, spat on one of the neighbors, and threated to shoot them. 

• 10 March 2021: A Jewish center in West Hartford, Connecticut received a harassing phone call from an 

individual who stated: "I know you are a kike." 

• 26 February 2021: A Camden County, New Jersey man admitted to conspiring with fellow White Supremacist 

group members to vandalize synagogues across the country in September 2019, pleading guilty to a charge 

of conspiracy against rights.  

• 25 August 2020: Authorities stated that a fire was intentionally set at a Chabad in Newark, Delaware.  

• 23 August 2020: A team associated with the anti-Semitic website GoyimTV hung a banner reading "The Jews 

Want A Race War" over a heavily trafficked highway in Los Angeles, California.  

• 23 June 2020: A Jewish man was stabbed in the head in Carson City, Nevada by an unknown individual 

shouting "Heil Hitler, you piece of s***!"  

• 02 May 2020: An individual was reported walking into a store in Stow, Ohio carrying a sword and a hatchet. 

While inside, the individual asked about the location of Kent State University and stated that he was looking 

for Jews to kill. The individual was later arrested on 15 June 2020 for charges relating to firearms. Of note, 

the same individual was identified as one of two who marched with anti-Semitic signs at a demonstration in 

Cleveland, Ohio on 18 April 2020. 

• 13 April 2020: A Maryland individual was charged with felony second-degree arson and defacing religious 

property for vandalism at a Rockville Synagogue and for setting fires at a church in Wheaton.  

• 11 March 2020: An individual was arrested for arson and burglary causing between $25,000 and $30,000 

in damage at Temple Emanuel of Pueblo, Colorado.  



• 26 February 2020: The Federal Bureau of Investigation arrested a founder of violent neo-Nazi group 

Atomwaffen Division, charging him with making interstate threats during a “swatting” campaign. 

• 23 February 2020: Numerous Jewish Community Centers across the country received emailed bomb threats. 

The sender claimed to have placed explosive devices in unknown areas and stated that if anyone attempted 

to arrest the sender, the bombs would be remotely detonated. At the time, authorities investigated and 

determined there was no credible threat to the facilities that received the emails.  

• 28 December 2019: A man entered a Rabbi’s home in Monsey, New York, and stabbed five people. The 

alleged attacker was arrested in New York City a couple of hours later.  

• 10 December 2019: Two individuals shot and killed a police officer at a cemetery and three civilians in a 

kosher supermarket in Jersey City, New Jersey. The two suspects were killed when engaging law 

enforcement at the scene.  

• 14 October 2019: A Florida individual, armed with a knife, was arrested after allegedly assaulting two 

individuals as they left holiday services at a local synagogue.  

• 08 October 2019: A gunman opened fire outside a synagogue in Halle, Germany. The alleged offender 

attempted to enter the synagogue but was thwarted by security measures the synagogue had in place. After 

unsuccessful attempts to enter the facility, the alleged offender shot and killed two adults - one outside the 

synagogue and one at a nearby shop - and injured several others before being arrested by German 

authorities.  

• 27 April 2019: A man entered the Chabad of Poway, opening fire on congregants. The alleged shooter killed 

one congregant and wounded three others.  

• 26 April 2019: The FBI arrested a California-based individual for allegedly providing material support to 

terrorists. According to reports, the individual indicated his desire to carry out an attack in retaliation for the 

New Zealand attacks and said he wanted to kill Jews as they walked to synagogue.  

• 16 January 2019: The Federal Bureau of Investigation arrested a Georgia-based individual for allegedly 

attempting to destroy a U.S. Government facility with an explosive. The individual indicated he wished to 

attack the Washington Monument, the White House, the Lincoln Memorial, and a specific synagogue in the 

Washington, D.C. area.  

• 10 December 2018: An Ohio-based individual was arrested and charged in federal court with one count of 

attempting to provide material support to the Islamic State of Iraq and al-Sham (ISIS) for allegedly planning 

an attack on a synagogue in the Toledo, Ohio area.  

• 07 December 2018: Police in Washington arrested an individual who was accused of making threats to carry 

out mass killings and violating Washington state’s hate crime law. The individual, who claimed to be a 

member of the Ku Klux Klan, referred to himself as “Active Shooter 327” and posted on his social media 

accounts, “Gonna make the news some more and shoot some Jews in 2025.”  

• 23 November 2018: Police in Los Angeles arrested an individual after security camera footage showed him 

making a U-turn in his vehicle and then driving into a group of people, braking before hitting anyone. Other 

footage showed the man then backing up the vehicle and then attempting to hit the group again. The 

possible targets believed the man targeted them because they were Jewish.  

• 05 November 2018: A New York-based individual was arrested and charged with hate crimes after anti- 

Semitic messages were found at a Brooklyn synagogue. The individual was also charged with setting several 

fires, including one in the coat closet of a Yeshiva school in the Williamsburg neighborhood and other 

locations associated with the Jewish community in Brooklyn.  

• 27 October 2018: A man shouting anti-Semitic slurs opened fire inside the Tree of Life Congregation, a 

Jewish synagogue in Pittsburgh, Pennsylvania. The alleged shooter killed 11 congregants and wounded four 

police officers and two others.  


