
Jewish Federation of  Reading
Jewish Cultural Center
PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925
www.ReadingJewishCommunity.org
Change Service Requested

Non-Profit Organization
U.S. Postage PAID

Permit No. 2
Reading, PA

Shalom
The Journal of  the Reading Jewish Community   Published as a community service by the Jewish Federation of  Reading, Pa.

MAY 2010Volume 40  No. 5   Iyar-Sivan 5770

By Paul D. Cohn
Federation Chairman

As I wri te 
this column it 
is the day after 
your Federation 
sponsored our 
H o l o c a u s t 
Remembrance 
D a y,  w h i c h 
was  he ld  a t 
Kesher  Z ion 
Synagogue. I want to thank 
Kesher Zion Synagogue for 
hosting this event, as well as 
thank Dr. Minna Bromberg for 
her spiritual leadership. Tammy 
Mitgang did an excellent job 
of facilitating the afternoon’s 
session. My thanks also go to Dan 
Tannenbaum, coordinator of the 
Holocaust Library and Resource 
Center, a partnership between the 
Federation and Albright College. 

I also want to thank Hilde 
Gernsheimer, Ellen Azrael and 
Larry Rotenberg for sharing their 
personal stories. Each story had its 
own sense of sadness, fear and (at 
times) renewed hope and resolve. 
Still, it was difficult to listen to and 
comprehend their stories. If anyone 
has any doubt about the Jewish 
people’s will to survive, one only 
needs to study the Holocaust.   

Although one can study the 
events leading up the Holocaust and 
try to put these events into historical 

and political context, nothing can 
mask the darkest side of human 
behavior.Could one view our ability 
and responsibility to “never forget” as 
an obligation? I think so. No matter 
how hard it is to recall the horrific 
events of the Holocaust, those who 
survived, and the generations that 
followed, have to remember and 
continue to put the events of the 
Holocaust into modern-day context. 
Survivors need to continue to talk 
about their experiences and educate 
Jews and non-Jews alike.

Jews around the world continue to 
be victims of anti-Semitism. In addition, 
Israel faces new and existing enemies. 
However, with each passing year we 
are losing our Holocaust survivors and 
their families, along with the valuable 
stories and memories they have to 
pass to future generations. Venues 
such as the United States Memorial 
Holocaust Museum, the Holocaust 
Center at Albright, the Anne Frank 
House in Amsterdam, and the Yad 
Vashem Holocaust memorial in Israel 
serve as valuable educational and 
historical repositories.

All of us have a responsibility to 
“never forget” and to stand up for our 
rights and beliefs as Jews. We must 
continue to educate those who do 
not believe in the Holocaust or who 
attempt to twist the truth of what actually 
happened. Again, a special thank you 
to Hilde, Ellen and Larry for sharing their 
thoughts and memories with us.  
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This year’s Richard J. Yashek 
lecture will be held Thursday, May 
6, at 8 p.m. in Memorial Chapel at 
Albright College. The speaker will be 
Richard J. Golsan, Ph.D., a professor 
of French at Texas A&M University. 
He is the author or editor of more 
than a dozen books. He has been a 
visiting professor at the Sorbonne in 
Paris, where he taught courses on the 
memory of World War II in postwar 
French literature and culture. 

For more than three decades 
France has been preoccupied with 
traumatic moments and events of 
its recent past. But have national 

efforts to better understand these 
terrible events actually accomplished 
their aims? Or have they actually 
distorted historical understanding 
and challenged the notion of the 
uniqueness of the Holocaust as well as 
the terrible singularity of the fate of its 
victims? This lecture will explore these 
issues through a discussion of recent 
works of literature and film as well as 
the 1990’s trials of French citizens on 
charges of crimes against humanity for 
complicity in the Final Solution.

The lecture is held in memory of 
Richard J. Yashek, a Holocaust survivor 
and longtime Berks County  resident.

Yashek lecture to focus on France

Esther Bratt Larry Rotenberg with grandchildren Talya and Eli

The Journal of the Reading Jewish Community. Published as a community service by the Jewish Federation of Reading, Pa.

This Chanukah, Meir Panim 
held activities to increase light in 
people’s homes and spirits.

“Chanukah can be a particularly 
challenging time for lonely and 
poverty str icken Holocaust 
survivors and struggling families,” 
explained Goldie Sternbuch, 
Director of Overseas Relations for 
Meir Panim. “Meir Panim strives to 
lighten the lives of people during 
the holiday through a range of 
meaningful activities.”

All patrons at Meir Panim’s 
six branches of free restaurant-
style soup kitchens received 
a decorated gift box filled with 
Chanukah goodies such as 
chocolate coins and doughnuts. 
Sternbuch said more than 1,500 
of the gifts were given out.

Chanukah is a particularly 
apropos time for Meir Panim to add 
brightness to the downtrodden, 
as the name of the organization 
translates to “light up faces.” 
The organization was named in 
memory of a boy named Meir, who 
because of a rare kidney disease 
had to be fed through tubes and 
could never taste food. With 
his passing shortly after his bar 
mitzvah, his family founded Meir 
Panim so that thousands of other 
children could enjoy meals.

Meir Panim’s Dimona branch, 
located in southern Israel, is 

enlightening lives by teaching 
students in i ts after-school 
programs that  get t ing and 
giving go hand-in-hand. The 
organization arranged for more 
than 100 children from financially 
struggling or broken homes to 
visit nursing homes and home-
bound elderly to spread joy and 
light. They brought goodies, lit 
menorahs together, sang and 
entertained these people, all with 
items supplied by Meir Panim.

The Or Akiva northern Israel 
branch also arranged for Meir 
Panim kids to visit the elderly and 
home-bound to deliver gift packages 
and share a delightful experience. 
In addition, a Chanukah holiday 
party with entertainment, food and 
music was enjoyed by hundreds 
of people, not only children who 
benefit from Meir Panim’s care and 
outreach but also for their families 
and the community at large.

“Meir Panim’s first rule is 
to treat everyone with respect. 
Having our children share their 
special celebration with people 
outside of their circles helps to build 
confidence and positive relations 
with others,” Sternbuch said 

The highlight of the Or Akiva 
activities was a special Chanukah 
music show, a national attraction 
for Israeli children. Meir Panim 
provided transportation, tickets 

(which are costly) and a bagged 
meal for more than 50 children.

“The children wait a whole year 
for this opportunity,” Sternbuch 
said. “Additionally, the parents 
are so grateful to Meir Panim for 
providing such an opportunity as 
it isn’t something these families 
could do on their own. This 
normalizes needy children’s lives 
with an experience that other 
children have.”

D u r i n g  C h a n u k a h ,  w e 

remember that a little light can 
dispel a lot of darkness. Meir 
Panim’s unwavering commitment 
to the less fortunate people 
of Israel truly increases the 
brightness in the lives of the poor 
and brings encouragement and 
hope to struggling families and 
children-at-risk.

Mei r  Pan im’s  programs 
are supported by local dollars 
through the Jewish Federation of 
Reading’s Israel Now campaign.
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6, at 8 p.m. in Memorial Chapel at 
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of French at Texas A&M University. 
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1100 Berkshire Boulevard
It’s been an incredible year. Hope you’ve been here!

It is hard to believe that a year has gone by since we relocated to the Jewish Cultural Center at 1100 Berkshire 
Boulevard in Wyomissing. If you haven’t been here, we hope to see you in the very near future. For those of you who 

use the Center regularly or from ‘time to time’, we always appreciate your visits and encourage your feedback. 
And, thank you all for your support throughout the year!

Paul D. Cohn, President, Jewish Federation of Reading     Cindy Balchunas, Chair, Jewish Cultural Center Committee
Tammy K. Mitgang, Executive Director, Jewish Federation of  Reading/Jewish Cultural Center

By Paul D. Cohn
Federation president

T h e  2 0 1 0  J e w i s h 
Federation Jewish Annual 
Campaign is under way.  
This campaign is  the 
Federation’s major source 
of funding, and it helps 
support the many important 
programs and services that 
help Jews in our community and abroad. Most 
of you are not new to the Campaign, and are 
accustomed to why this is such an important 
part of your Federation. Others may be new 
to our community. Here are a few points that I 
would like you to consider:

• Jewish Family Services — JFS now 
serves all age groups and is dedicated to 
maintaining and strengthening the quality 
of individual and family life in the Jewish 
community. JFS runs a monthly food pantry 
open to both the Jewish and non-Jewish 
communities, helping all to meet their dietary 
needs. Did you know JFS coordinates 
transportation for the elderly and infirmed and 
provides counseling to members of our Jewish 
community? In addition, JFS provides an 
outreach program and acts as a clearinghouse 
for other agencies in our area. As economic 
conditions have worsened, JFS has seen an 
increase in people looking for help.  

• Lakin Early Education Center – JCC’s 
preschool and kindergarten have a long history 
of providing quality education in a nurturing, 
positive environment. Many generations of Berks 

County Jews have gone to the JCC’s preschool 
for its excellent learning curriculum.Many times 
the preschool is a gateway for Jewish families in 
Berks County, where they can meet and make 
friends with other Jewish families. In addition, 
since the school is open to everyone, it provides 
a diversity experience at an early age.

• Cultural Programs and Services — The 
Federation provides many interesting and 
requested programs and services.Lectures, 
films, discussion groups, and holiday events are 
just a few examples. In addition, the Federation 
allocates funds to local synagogues to help 
with their programs.  We offer programs and 
services that bring our community together.

• Israel and Jews around the world 
— Federation has a long and rich history of 
helping Israel. Although our world is rapidly 
changing, Israel is still a young country, and 
unfortunately, some groups and countries 
do not recognize Israel’s right to peaceful 
coexistence. Given its challenges, Jews 
throughout the world help Israel with funding 
and resources so she can remain strong and 
vibrant. Our funding also helps Jews in other 
countries who want to move to Israel, or who 
have serious needs in their own country.  

As I mentioned above, the funds raised by 
the Campaign represent the largest portion of 
the Federation’s budget. Last year you helped 
contribute $600,000 to the Campaign. A few 
years ago, our Campaign was over $1 million. 
So you can see that our annual campaign is 
more important than ever. The Federation has 
taken steps to help reduce our expenses and 

to look at all expenditures, making sure that we 
are being good stewards of your contributions.  
We are making progress in all areas of your 
Federation. We are now in a position to focus 
on those programs and services that our 
community wants and needs. 

However the bottom line is that we are 
asking for, and need your help. And guess 
what? People do need a free meal every so 
often. Seniors do enjoy the company and 
friendship that our services provide. Parents 
are relieved as they drop their preschooler 
off at our school, knowing that their child is in 
excellent hands. Jews in Israel and around the 
world are grateful for the funding we supply.  

Making a pledge to the Campaign is more 
than the money, at least it should be. It should 
be your way of saying that you believe in and 
support our local Jewish community. It should 
be your way of saying that you want to help 
Jews around the world. It should be your way 
of saying that you have resources to help others 
who are less fortunate, and at times destitute. 
It should be your way to say you care.  

For everyone who has already pledged, I 
say “thank you.”  For those of you who are still 
waiting to pledge, I am asking for your help.  
Please pledge now. As you have previously 
heard me say, Jews have a rich tradition of 
leading by example. All of us, no matter how 
large or small the contribution, have a chance 
to become leaders. It all adds up. All of us can 
change the world for the better. 

Free lunch…I don’t think so. It is worth its 
weight in gold.  

There is no free lunch — or is there?
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Meir Panim brightens Chanukah for less fortunate

Chanukah at the Mall brings community together

Meir Panim has teamed up 
with AmazonSmile for a simple 
and automatic way to support 
Meir Panim every time you shop 
at Amazon, at no extra cost to 
you. When you shop at smile.
amazon.com, you can help 
fund Meir Panim’s life-changing 
programs and help the less 
fortunate in Israel.

At AmazonSmile, you’ l l 
find the same prices, selection 
and shopping experience as 
Amazon.com, and Amazon will 
donate a portion of the purchase 
price to your favorite charity.

Simply go about your regular 
spending, and a percentage of 
every purchase can go to Meir 
Panim — providing relief to 

Israel’s neediest citizens — at 
no extra cost to you!

Simply go to smile.amazon.
com. If you have an existing 
Amazon account, your shopping 
cart, Wish List, registries, and all 
other account settings remain 
the same.

On  you r  f i r s t  v i s i t  t o 
AmazonSmile, you wil l  be 
prompted to select a charitable 
organization to receive donations 
from eligible purchases before 
you begin shopping. Type in 
“American Friends of Meir Panim” 
to search and select. Amazon 
will remember your selection, 
and then every eligible purchase 
you make on AmazonSmile will 
result in a donation.

Shop and bring smiles to Israel’s needy

B e r k s  C o u n t y ’ s 
J e w i s h  c o m m u n i t y 
shared their celebration 
Dec. 7 with the general 
public during the annual  
Chanukah at the Mall in 
the Berkshire Mall. Rabbi 
Yosef Lipsker was joined 
by Rabbi Brian Michelson 
and Jewish Federation of 
Reading President Bill 
Franklin in leading the 
festivities. The event was 
co-sponsored by Chabad 
Lubav i tch  o f  Berks 
County and Boscov’s 
Department Stores.
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Two Yemin Orde Educat ional 
Initiatives partner communities have 
embarked on remarkably meaningful 
activities with Jewish and Arab students 
that reflect important elements of the 
Village Way educational methodology.

Jewish students at Ktziney Yam Ort 
Ashdod Youth Village and Arab students 
from a high school in Ramle are involved 
in six learning opportunities that blend 
culture, Hebrew and Arabic music and 
language as a way to understand and 
connect to each other. This program 
reflects key elements of the Village Way 
educational methodology: creating a 
wholesome community of meaning and 
engaging in dialogue that reflects respect 
of cultural differences and traditions.

Students f rom Tel  Av iv  Amal 
Technology High School, which is one 
of YOEI’s graduate communities, have 

launched a “tikkun olam” (social justice 
in Hebrew) opportunity for 10th graders 
who regularly visit a community center for 
seniors in their neighborhood. The youth 
from the high school are Arab residents of 
Jaffa; the center’s seniors are comprised 
of both Arabs and Jews.

Once a month, teens from Tel Aviv 
Amal Technology school visit the center 
and participate in a variety of activities 
with the seniors, including painting, fixing 
hair and makeup and interviewing the 
seniors about their lives. It is a powerful 
project for both the teens and the frail 
elderly at the center.

A benchmark of success for YOEI is 
when graduate communities, who are no 
longer financially obligated to implement 
the Village Way educational methodology 
in their curriculum, continue teaching 
its strategies because they understand 

and believe its programs are vital to the 
achievements of their students.

Yemin Orde programs are supported 

by local dollars through the Jewish 
Federation of Reading’s Israel Now 
campaign.

By Richard Nassau
Development Director

With the start of a 
New Year, I want to 
pass along a thank-
you from members of 
our community your 
Federation gift helped 
l as t  yea r.  Thank 
you from the family 
who has a member 
struggling with health issues but was 
able to receive important support through 
the Jewish Family Service. Thank 
you from a Reading parent who saw 
their child connecting with peers and 
their Jewish heritage at Federation’s 
Jewish Community High School. Thank 

you for making a new member of our 
community feel immediately welcomed 
at a Federation-sponsored community-
wide celebration. 

Federation’s mission is dedicated 
to the well-being and continuity of the 
Jewish people. We build community. 

As we begin the secular New Year, 
Federation, like many charities, looks back 
to measure what we’ve accomplished 
because of your support. You helped feed 
more than 150 families each month, you 
supported community-wide events such 
as the Purim Carnival attended by more 
than 100 people, you attended Israeli films 
and lectures on the Holocaust where every 
seat was filled, and yes, you contributed 
important dollars to make it all happen. 

These are only a few examples of the 
incredible work being done by our Reading 
Jewish community.  

A New Year also allows us to look 
ahead. We look at ways we can feed more 
families, present more programs, and 
yes, raise more dollars in 2016. Looking 
backward and looking forward gives us 
an opportunity to measure our community. 

It is also important to measure where 
we are today. I’m new to Reading, having 
arrived in 2015, and I’m very proud to 
be part of this community. I measure our 
community by the energy, commitment, 
and generosity I see each day. It is 
evident from the strength and vibrancy of 
the people I speak with and by the work 
being done within our Jewish community 

and through Federation.
Every day of the year our services 

are caring for those in need. Federation 
is bringing people together and providing 
new ways to connect with the Jewish 
community. We are reaching out to people 
who may not otherwise be engaged. We 
are fulfilling our mission by partnering 
with synagogues, agencies, families, 
and individuals to build our community. 
We are serving as an important contact 
point for Jews and non-Jews throughout 
Berks County. 

Federation is a valuable community 
resource because of you. Thank you 
for all you did last year and for your 
continued support this year. I wish each 
of you the best in 2016. 

People of  our community help us make a difference in lives

Yemin Orde partner communities bring Jews, Arabs together

By Amanda J. Hornberger
In February the Reading Jewish Film 

Series 2016 takes a dramatic turn with 
the screening of “24 Days,” a French 
thriller based on real-life events. The 
film is centered on the true story of the 
kidnapping of Ilan Halimi, a French 
Jew, and told from the perspective of 
his mother, Ruth. During the more than 
three weeks that Ilan was held captive, 
numerous attempts were made to 

ransom him back to his family. Ilan’s story 
shocked France and led to a national 
conversation on anti-Semitism. 

Described by the Los Angeles Times 
as gripping and impossible to forget, 
“24 Days” is a film that will leave you 
on the edge of your seat and is bound 
to spark conversations. Immediately 
following the screening, Trooper David 
C. Beohm, Public Information Officer 
from the Reading headquarters of the 

Pennsylvania State Police, will discuss 
the film, hostage situations and police 
response to sensitive situations such as 
those depicted in the film. There will be a 
reception following the conversation with 
Trooper Beohm, compliments of Sweet 
Street Desserts.

Reading Jewish Film Series 2016 
is sponsored by the Rubin Educational 
Fund and Fox Theatres. Tickets are 
$5 per film. All films will be shown 

on Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. at 
Fox Berkshire, 800 Berkshire Blvd. in 
Wyomissing. Tickets can be purchased 
at the theater beginning at 6:30 p.m. the 
day of the screening. Cash and checks 
are accepted.

The remaining films for the Reading 
Jewish Film Series 2016 are:

Feb. 10 — “24 Days”
March 16 — “Above and Beyond”
April 20 — “Run Boy Run”

Powerful French drama next in Jewish Film Series

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Menachem Begin served as Israel’s 

Prime Minister from 1977 through 1983. 
Many may not know that he was born 
in present-day Belarus, educated in 
Warsaw and detained in labor camps 
during World War II before making his 

way to Palestine in 1942.
He is perhaps best known for his 

involvement in the Camp David Accords 
for which he won the Nobel Peace Prize 
in 1978. Begin’s life is explored in Daniel 
Gordis’ 2014 book “Menachem Begin: 
The Battle for Israel’s Soul.”

Gordis’ book on Begin is the latest 
selection for the JCC’s Israel Book Club 
and our current read. We’ll be meeting to 
discuss the book, Begin and select our 
next book on Wednesday, Jan. 20, at 7 
p.m. at the JCC. 

“Menachem Begin: The Battle for 

Israel’s Soul” can be found at local 
libraries, Amazon or other major book 
retailers. If you have questions or would 
like more information about the JCC 
Israel Book Club please contact Amanda 
at amandah@jfreading.org or 610-921-
0624.

JCC Israel Book Club: ‘The Battle for Israel’s Soul’

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Tu B’Shevat is the beginning of 

the “new year” for trees. We invite 
kids from age 6 months to 8 years 
old to grab their grandparents and 
join us for a PJ Library Tu B’Shevat 
celebration on Sunday, Jan. 24, at 1 
p.m. at the JCC (Mom and Dad are 
welcome too!). 

PJ Library subscribers will receive 
a special gift with their January PJ 
Library book…parsley seeds! We 
will be decorating pots and planting 
parsley seeds with our grandparents 
while discussing Tu B’Shevat. Our 
grandparents will help explain the 
importance of the parsley for our 

Passover celebrations in April. In 
addition we’ll read some PJ Library 
books about Tu B’Shevat and have 
fruit as our snack in celebration!

We kindly ask for RSVPs from 
grandparents and parents by Jan. 
22 so we can have enough pots and 
seeds ready for our activity.

Grandparents with grandchildren 
living out of town also are welcome 
to attend this event and join in the 
fun! 

P lease  RSVP to  Amanda  a t 
amandah@jfreading.org or 610-921-
0624 by Friday, Jan. 22. For additional 
information or any questions please 
also contact Amanda.

PJ Library News

Celebrate Tu B’Shevat
with grandparents Jan. 24

Rabbi Brian Michelson leads a PJ Library Tot Shabbat service Nov. 21 at Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom.
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By William D. Franklin
President

One of my favorite 
Chanukah songs is 
“Light One Candle” by 
Peter Yarrow of Peter, 
Paul and Mary.

In the middle verse 
they sing:

Light one candle 
for the strength that 
we need

To never become our own foe;
Light one candle for those who are 

suffering
A pain they learned so long ago;
Light one candle for all we believe in,

That anger not tear us apart;
And light one candle to bind us 

together
With peace as the song in our heart!
With a chorus of:
Don’t let the light go out,
It’s lasted for so many years!
Don’t let the light go out!
Let it shine through our love and our 

tears!
Close to 100 Jewish community 

members of all ages recently came to 
celebrate Chabad’s annual Chanukah 
event. More than 45 members of our 
community, including a half-dozen 
youth, came to enjoy “Touchdown 
Israel,” the film about the Israeli-

American football league. More than 
a dozen children and their parents 
enjoyed our PJ Library Chanukah party 
at Barnes & Noble, and we celebrated 
our first Vodka and Latkes party with 
more than three dozen participants. 
Continued increased attendance at our 
Reading Jewish Film series, the Richard 
J. Yashek and Leo Camp lectures 
as wel l  as numerous community 
‘fun’ events confirms findings of the 
2013 Pew Research Center Survey 
of U.S. Jews. The report suggests 
that even though many Jews are not 
highly engaged with formal Jewish 
organizations, they strongly associate 
with our culture and values, want to 

take part in the Jewish community and 
continue to show high levels of support 
and attachment to Israel.

Join us as we continue to not let “the 
light go out” by providing programs and 
services for those who are suffering 
and by participating with us and our 
community rabbis to expand our Jewish 
educational programs and interfaith 
efforts. This wonderful song guides my 
personal life and my work here at the 
Jewish Federation of Reading. Working 
together, we will continue to find new and 
unconventional ways to not let “our anger 
tear us apart”, let the light “shine though 
our tears” and further “bind us together.”

Thank you.

From the President’s Desk

Keeping our community’s spirit burning bright
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A jo in t  miss ion composed of 
community members from the Reading 
area and the Lehigh Valley will leave for 
Israel Oct. 21.

For the Reading community, it is the 
first  mission   the  Federation   has   led   in  
more than 15 years. A goal of Federation 
President Tammy Mitgang and Federation 
leadership, the Reading mission is co-

chaired by Michael and Susan Fromm and 
Victor and Dena Hammel. In addition to 
Mitgang, Jayne Kleinman, Cultural Center 
program director and Mark Goldstein, 
Executive Director of Jewish Federation of 
the Lehigh Valley will staff the mission.

Rabb i  Br ian  Miche lson  f rom 
Congregation Oheb Sholom and Rabbi 
Yosef Lipsker, Chabad-Lubavitch of 

Berks County will be joining the group 
on the mission. 

The Reading Jewish community has 
benefited  from  teaming  with  the  seasoned  
mission-goers from the Allentown area 
and Lehigh Valley Federation’s “well-
oiled” mission process.

“Mark Goldstein and his staff have 
created over the years a network of 
resources and processes that have 
benefited   our   community  —   newbies,  
if you will, when it comes to mission 
planning. And, we are neighbors. The 
mission project is just the start of future 
joint efforts,” Mitgang said. 

There are many details that need 
to be addressed when moving a group 
of more than 50 people across Israel. 
Jewish Federation of North America’s 
Missions Department and its staff in 
Israel along with Kenes Tours will further 
ensure that each and every day of the 
mission is maximized.

Federation missions are travel 
experiences unlike any other. Along 
with visits to historic and sacred sites, 
museums and popular tourist destinations, 
Federation missions provide exclusive, 
insider access to residents, community 
leaders, area experts, and political 
personalities and provide a sense of 

purpose and heightened appreciation 
and connection to Jewish identity. 

Mission participants will visit Reading’s 
Israel   Now   projects  —   two   important  
humanitarian efforts that both save 
and  change  lives  —  Yemin  Orde  Youth  
Village in the Carmel Mountains and Meir 
Panim’s new nutrition center in Kiryat 
Gat, where the community will dedicate 
the kitchen that was made possible 
thanks to the Reading community’s 
funding efforts.

The dedication will be a big thank you 
to our community and a proud moment. 
With   two   out   of   every   five   children   in  
Israel living below the poverty line, 
Meir Panim’s network of soup kitchens, 
restaurants and feeding centers, ensure 
warm, nutritious meals for thousands of 
children and families every day.

At Yemin Orde, the group is anxious to 
see  firsthand  the  progress  that  has  been  
made  at   the   village   since   the  wildfires  
devastated it in 2010.

The group is honored that Chaim Peri, 
beloved educator and director of Yemin 
Orde for 30 years, will personally be hosting 
the group during a tour and lunch.

Young people from the village will join 
the group for the tour and share their 
experiences. 

By Alvin Katz
Chairman

I want to take this 
time to wish all of you a 
very Happy and Sweet 
New Year.

As we enter into the 
New Year, we reflect 
on what  we have 
accomplished this past 
year and what challenges lie ahead for us 
in the coming year. Your Federation has 
provided many interesting programs and 
speakers this past year. We have attended 
to those less fortunate, maintained our state 
certified  Nursery  School.  We  completed  
a very successful Gratz College program 
for our teenagers and a wonderful senior 
program. Our Jewish Family Service has 
again done a wonderful job helping those 

in need. Providing food, assistance with 
expenses and many other aspects of getting 
those less fortunate back on their feet. 
Our  finance  committee  has  been  working  
overtime ensuring that our funds are well 
cared and accounted for. I also want to 
recognize Tammy Mitgang and her entire 
Federation/JCC staff who work tirelessly 
for you. 

As we enter the New Year, I am happy to 
announce that we have a Mission to Israel 
this month in conjunction with the Allentown 
Federation. With the numbers participating, 
this should be a very worthwhile Mission. 
They will be visiting many sites and meeting 
with some well-known names in Israel 
politics and military. I feel certain that many 
if not all of them will return with a better 
understanding of Israel and its position in 
the world and the Middle East. They will 

visit, among other sites, Yemin Orde, and 
Meir Panim, which we support through 
your contributions. Yemin Orde is a youth 
village in the Carmel mountains near Haifa 
which caters to youth in need, providing 
them with shelter, emotional support and 
an excellent education. Meir Panim is, for 
the lack of a better description, similar to 
what we would call a soup kitchen but with 
a different concept. Here those in need can 
get hot meals that are SERVED to them, not 
cafeteria style as here in the States,  so that 
they don’t feel like they are getting  a handout. 
In addition, Meir Panim serves thousands 
of hot meals to schoolchildren throughout 
Israel and maintains a Goodwill-like facility 
to help furnish clothing and furniture to those 
in need. For both of these organizations and 
Jews throughout the world who receive your 
support, I thank you. 

By Tammy K. Mitgang
President

Alma Lakin would be 
the   first   to   pooh-pooh  
any notion that she 
was amazing, special 
or that she inspired the 
extraordinary in others. 
Petite, big hearted and 
deliberate, time spent 
with Alma was never 
about her.

She  cared  about  others  —  strangers,  
family and friends. And she worked to 
improve   the  world  —  here  at  home,   in  
Israel and around the world. When you 
were with Alma, it was all about you, it 
was you who were front and center and 
made to feel special.   

Alma believed that we are responsible 
for each other according to the principles 
of chesed (caring and compassion), 
Torah (Jewish learning), tikkun olam 
(repairing the word) and tzedakah (social 
justice). And her life was an embodiment 
of those principles.

She believed in the bold collective 
of Federation and knew that together 
we   could  mobilize   financial   and   social  
resources that could rescue Jews, 
strengthen the Jewish people and 
literally, change the world.

The ongoing turbulence in the Middle 

East troubled her, and she knew that 
life  for  Israel  —  though  it  is  a  first-world  
economy  like  the  USA,  was  difficult  and  
complicated. 

When I interviewed her for a video 
that recognized her and her husband, 
Ed’s community service and the 
establishment of the Holocaust Library 
and Resource Center at Albright College, 
she did not talk about her efforts to raise 
money and resettle Soviet Jews in our 
community. Instead, she spoke of how 
thrilled she was to meet with Natan and 
Avital  Sharanksy  —   refuseniks  who  at  
extraordinary  personal  risk  and  sacrifice  
helped to spark and later ignite a global 
movement to free Soviet Jewry. Between 
1990 and 1997, Federation’s Operation 
Exodus campaign nationally raised $1 
billion to rapidly rescue and resettle more 
than one million Soviet Jews in Israel and 
North America. PS – Alma marched with 
others in our community on the National 
Mall in Washington during one of the 
largest marches in American history. That 
rally would become a turning point in this 
movement. 

She spoke about the unity of the 
Jewish world that resulted in the 
Operation Solomon rescue mission that 
took place in May 1991. The state of 
Israel, together with Jewish Federation 
of North America’s major partners on the 

ground  in  Ethiopia  —  the  Jewish  Agency  
for Israel and the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution  Committee  (JDC)  —  feared  
for the Ethiopian Jewish community’s 
safety when rebel forces threatened 
to overrun Mengistu Haile-Mariam’s 
Commmunist government.

What followed was one of the most 
dramatic rescue operations in Israel’s 
history. Over 34 hours and four minutes, 
34 Israeli cargo and passenger planes 
worked around the clock, airlifting 14,310 
Ethiopian Jews to Israel from Addis 
Ababa. Alma would have beamed having 
heard MK Sholomo Molla’s incredible life 
story that he credits to the work of the 
Federation system that saved his life. 
(see page 5)

Alma shared her excitement and pride 
that helped to raise nearly $1 million 
locally toward the capital campaign that 
would build the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington, America’s 
national institution for the documentation, 
study and interpretation of Holocaust 
history.  She  reflected  on  the  mixture  of  
raindrops and tears that fell the night of 
its dedication as she, Ed and others from 
our community donned their construction 
hats and toured the vast and important 
structure.

At home in Berks County, the JCC’s 
Lakin Early Education Center preschool 

bears  their  name,  and  as  the  first  female  
President of the Jewish Federation of 
Reading, she and Dan Tannenbaum, 
an executive director of the Federation, 
brokered a partnership with her alma 
mater, Albright College, that would 
establish the Holocaust Library and 
Resource Center on the campus.

Being Alma meant tireless service 
and  no   fanfare  —  certainly  no  pictures  
if she was expected to be in them. 
Accolades were not her style; but she 
was   not  without   opinion  —   thoughtful  
and at times, determined. But, no matter 
what she put her efforts behind, you could 
be sure that she was right by your side, 
working hand in hand with you and others 
to do great things.  

Alma considered herself privileged 
to have enjoyed so much of life. One of 
her favorite memories was crossing over 
into Jordan when the borders with Israel 
were reopened. “To think, she would 
reminisce; “that we along with other 
Federation mission-goers, met with King 
Hussein. Ed and I were so fortunate.”

Her family was her heart. She 
cons idered a  bet te r  wor ld ,  her 
responsibility  and  life  —  a  special  reward.  
I think those of us who knew Alma were 
the truly the fortunate ones.

Alma Lakin passed away Aug. 27 at 
the age of 82.

From the President’s Desk

Being Alma

SHALOM
A newspaper serving the Jewish community of Reading, Pennsylvania, 
and published monthly, September through June, under the Jewish 
Federation of Reading. Funded by the Reading United Jewish Campaign.

General Offices:   1100 Berkshire Blvd., Suite 125
    Wyomissing, PA 19610
Phone:    610-921-0624  FAX:  610-929-0886
Web site:    www.ReadingJewishCommunity.org

Jewish Federation of Reading
Chairman:   Alvin Katz
President:   Tammy K. Mitgang
Communications Director:  Mark Nemirow, Editor
Proofreaders:   Esther Strauss & Federation staff
Member:    American Jewish Press Association

Deadline for the November issue is Oct. 5

The opinions expressed in Shalom are of the writers and not the Jewish Federation of Reading

Looking forward to a great New Year

Federation mission to Israel begins Oct. 21

DON’T MISS OUT
Be sure to pick up the October 

Berks County Living

magazine featuring a special 
supplement produced by the 

Jewish Federation of Reading.
 

Special thanks to Campaign 
Co-Chairs Howard & Victoria 

Hafetz for spearheading the 
project, which raised $19,200 for 
Federation! See Page 7 for a list 

of advertisers and patrons.

Look for it at local retailers and 
libraries and at the Berks Encore 
Senior Expo Oct. 23 at BodyZone.

By Larry Rotenberg
Chairman

Recently I had the 
privilege of spending 
a  de l ight fu l  hour 
getting to know the 
Karchevsky family, 
and shar ing  tha t 
delightful experience 
with the readers of Shalom.

As it turns out, the Karchevskys 
have lived in our community for the last 
six years.  And the reason for the tardy 
introduction is that in the past year, 
Luba Karchevsky, a financial analyst at 
Santander, has joined the board of the 
Federation and has become an active 
and eager advocate for the Jewish 

community.
Her husband, Michael, is a radiologist 

at the Reading Hospital, and he too, is 
supportive of all that Luba does.

Rounding out the family are two 
adorable little daughters, Eva,4; and 
Bella, 6.

Eva sat on her mother’s lap, and 
while taking everything in, kept a mildly 
skeptical distance.

Bella, on the other hand, was into it. 
She told me that she was the only Jewish 
child in her school class but saw that as 
a positive. When her teacher asked how 
many children celebrated Christmas, 
she was the only one who did not raise 
her hand.  So she had the teacher all 
to herself in various projects involving 

Hanukkah.  She knew all about the 
number of candles on a particular day 
and was aware of other Jewish festivals.

Dr. Karchevsky special izes in 
musculo-skeletal radiology and is part 
of West Reading Radiology Associates.

Neither Michael nor Luba were 
raised with much in the way of a Jewish 
life.  They came from Kiev, the capital 
of Ukraine, and emigrated to the U.S. 
as teenagers with their parents. Their 
English is impeccable, with only the 
faintest trace of a Russian accent.

While they occasionally went to 
synagogue on the High Holidays, 
their interest in leading a Jewish life 
blossomed in this country.

For Luba, her defining experience 

was going to Israel on the Birthright 
Program. This gave her a sense of her 
own place in our culture, which brought 
out her latent feeling of attachment to all 
things Jewish.

Both went to Israel this year and 
came back with an enormous amount 
of enthusiasm for Israel.

Luba, which is the Russian word for 
“love” is both a professional and personal 
powerhouse.

We in this community are lucky to 
have the Karchevskys among us.

And so, the Karchevskys , and their 
commitment to  Jewish values, will help 
to assure Jewish life in this area for 
generations to come.

Next month, meet the Rossis.

Meet the Karchevskys

By Rabbi Yosef Lipsker
How does a Jew from Reading end up 

thousands of miles away at the wedding 
of someone he has never met before?

The answer lies in the story behind 
my recent trip to Israel.

I’m sure many of you have heard of the 
horrific terror attack in Israel that claimed 
the lives of Rabbi Yaakov Litman and his 
18-year old son, Netanel Litman, who were 
shot and killed by terrorists as they drove on 
Route 60 in the Southern West Bank on Nov. 
13. Other family members in the car — the 
mother, a 16-year old boy, and three girls 
aged 11, 9, and 5 — were lightly wounded 
in the attack. The family had been on their 
way to join in a pre-wedding celebration for 
their daughter Sarah Techiya Litman who 
was set to be married to Ariel Biegel three 
days later. Sarah Litman responded to the 
tragedy with unimaginable strength when she 
chose to invite the entire Jewish nation to join 
in the now postponed wedding celebration. 
“The terrorists will not get us down” she 
proclaimed!

I saw Sarah Litman’s public invitation 

in the news and felt a strong desire to be 
at that wedding, to share in their pain, and 
to help spread the joy. When I spoke to 
my wife, she insisted that I go. I booked a 
ticket to Israel. I landed in Tel Aviv on Nov. 
26, drove up to Tzfat to pick up my son 
Zalman, who’s studying there this year, 
and headed back down to Jerusalem for 
the wedding celebration that night.

The energy pulsing through the air at 
that scene was incredible.

Imagine an endless sea of thousands 
and thousands of Jews from Israel 
and across the globe, joyously pouring 
through the streets toward the Jerusalem 
International Convention Center to partake 
in the wedding celebration of a fellow 
Jew whom most of them had never 
even met. Thousands and thousands 
of Jews, in blatant defiance of the evil 
threatening them in their own homeland, 
came together as one that night in an act 
of unbelievable brotherhood and strength. 
It was a heartwarming and powerful display 
of Jewish unity, resolve, and love. This is 
our response to evil. This is how we answer 

back to those who seek to destroy us.
The scene at the wedding that 

night proved the Jewish spirit can be 
never crushed, its flame can never be 
extinguished, and its joy can never be 
suppressed. We will not be broken by 
terror. We will fight darkness with light, 
we will support one another, and we will 
never give up hope.

Strength in the face of destruction. Love 
in the face of hatred. Unity in the face of 

chaos. This is what brought a Jew from 
Reading to the streets of Jerusalem for the 
wedding celebration of someone he had 
never met before. And this is what will keep 
the Jewish spirit thriving through even the 
darkest of times, with G-d’s help.

May the Litman and Biegel families 
be blessed with abundance in all areas, 
and may they continue to be a source of 
inspiration and light for the entire Jewish 
people.

Rabbi reflects on moving trip to strangers’ wedding in Israel

Editor:
We enjoyed Larry Rotenberg’s 

description of the Reform Congregation 
Oheb Sholom Jewish Food and Cultural 
Festival, which we attended both this 
year and last year. It’s along way 
form our home in Denver, Colo., to 
Wyomissing, but both years the event 
coincided with our trip to Philadelphia 
for a Temple University football game. 
With only a few hours to spend in 
Reading, we seized upon the Food 
Festival as the best way to reconnect 
with our old friends

We lived in Reading for 35 years 
before moving to Denver in 1996. People 
in the community at that time couldn’t 

imagine pulling off such an ambitious 
and time-consuming project as the Food 
Festival.

We applaud all the hardworking and 
dedicated people who make it happen; 
it’s a wonderful outreach to the greater 
community.

Hopefully, we’ll return another year to 
enjoy more tasty delights — and to see 
even more of our good ol’ friends.

Ivan and Judith Botvin
P.S. Having worked on the Shalom 

in i ts early years (1970s), I  love 
reading it and learning about the 
many exciting things going on in the 
Reading area. Shalom staff, keep up 
the great work!

Letter to the Editor

Food Festival a wonderful event

The wedding celebration
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 A sweet lesson in Chanukah cooking at ‘Traditional Foods’ class
By Julie Alweis

On Sunday, Nov. 22, a group of 
about two dozen women gathered at the 
Chabad Center of Berks County for the 
first class of “Traditional Foods: With a 
Modern Twist.”

With Chanukah approaching, the 
recipe for the night was sufganiyot — 
doughnuts. But the night is about so 
much more than just a recipe. It was a 
delicious night spent catching up with 
friends, learning about the upcoming 
holiday and the significance of the oil, 
raffle prizes, and, of course, frying some 
doughnuts!

After the doughnuts were fried, Chana 
Lipsker provided a lovely assortment 
of additions including jelly, chocolate, 
cream, sprinkles, and more with which to 
decorate our doughnuts. I certainly never 
imagined I’d be making sufganiyot, but 
that’s just what I did.

My children were quite excited to add 
homemade doughnuts to our Chanukah 
celebration. Thank you, Chana! I’m 
looking forward to more of your cooking 
classes.

By Becca Y. Gregg
Courtesy of Reading Eagle

It was early on a November morning in 
1938, when a young Hildegard Gernsheimer 
would see her father for the final time.

Through an upstairs window of the 
family’s home in Cloppenburg, Germany, 
“Hilde,” then 12, peered out as he was led 
away by German officers on what’s come 
to be known as Kristallnacht.

“He didn’t even have a chance to tie his 
shoes,” Hilde’s son Jeff Gernsheimer told 
a classroom of juniors and seniors at Oley 
Valley High School Dec. 8. “They arrested 
Jewish men all over Germany. They shaved 
their heads and took them to concentration 
camps. My mom had no idea at the time that 
she would never see him again.”

Hilde, now 89 and of Wyomissing, 
watched from the side of the room with her 
son Jack, Jeff’s twin brother.

Jeff Gernsheimer recounted his mother’s 
story to Nicholaos Kallis’s History of the 
Holocaust class.

“You can look at pictures, video, memoirs 
— but to actually have a person who was 
there, that’s priceless,” Kallis said. “I think 
the students might be overwhelmed with 
the numbers, how many people died. But to 
actually put a face on the Holocaust, say this 
is an individual family — I hope what they 
take away is that there are individual stories 
of bravery, faith, devotion, hope.”

In the weeks that followed Kristallnacht, 
Hilde and an older sister, Ruth, were sent by 
their mother to England via Kindertransport, 
a series of rescue efforts that brought 

thousands of Jewish refugee children to 
Britain from Nazi Germany.

“They were very fortunate,” Gernsheimer 
of Jefferson Township said. “My mom got a 
train in Hamburg to a boat in Rotterdam 
with her sister, and they sailed across the 
English Channel.”

The sisters were taken in by an 
orphanage in Yorkshire, northern England, 
where they lived for the next several years. 
Hilde studied to become a hair stylist, and 
in 1944, at the age of 18, sailed to America 
with Ruth — landing in Nova Scotia, and 
then taking the train down to New York.

Her father was able to escape the 
concentration camp and with his wife and 
two other daughters, embarked on a failed 
attempt to escape Germany in 1939 on the 
transatlantic liner St. Louis. Filled with 987 
Jewish passengers fleeing the Third Reich, 
the ship was denied entry into Cuba, the 
United States and Canada, before returning 
to Europe. Hilde’s parents and her youngest 
sister, Ilse, wound up in what was soon to 
become Nazi-controlled Holland and were 
later killed. An oldest sister, Edith, who had 
a family sponsor in America, eventually 
escaped to England and then the U.S.

In the years following World War II, Hilde 
married and raised her family in Bernville, 
before being widowed in the 1980s and 
later remarrying a childhood friend from 
Germany.

“Part of what’s so amazing is her spirit, 
and how she doesn’t hold bitterness,” 
Gernsheimer said. “She moved on with her 
life. Life has to go on.”

Her story, and that of so many others, 
is increasingly relevant with all that is going 
on in the world today, he added.

“When you hear of immigrants, you may 
agree or disagree,” Gernsheimer said. “But 
don’t ignore it. Don’t bury your head in the 
sand. Each of these immigrants have a face 
and a story. And they’re not that different 
from you and me.”

Hilde said she’s grateful that schools 
continue to teach about the Holocaust and 

other such tragedies around the world.
“I was very fortunate, more than I can 

tell you, to be here and have settled in 
Pennsylvania and Berks County,” she said. 
“I hope students take away what’s going 
on in this world — how many people are 
suffering and discriminated against, and that 
they should have an open mind.”

Editor’s note: The Gernsheimers’ visit 
was coordinated by the Holocaust Resource 
Center at Albright College. 

Oley Valley students get personal lesson on Holocaust thanks to survivor

Photo by Tim Leedy courtesy of Reading Eagle
Hilde, Jeff and Jack Gernsheimer at Oley Valley High School.
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By Abigail Heisler
The first annual Vodka and Latke 

party was a huge success! During 
this holiday season Chevra’s Young 
Adult group wanted to have a festive 
Chanukah Par ty  to  encourage 
members of the community to come 
together during the holiday season.

T h e  J e w i s h  F e d e r a t i o n  o f 
Reading was pleased to host the 
new and exciting event held Dec. 
19 at Reform Congregation Oheb 
Sholom. There was plenty of food, 
beverages and dancing to enjoy 
throughout the evening. This cocktail 
event gathered more than 35 people 
from the community to celebrate 
Chanukah in a fun atmosphere. 

Not only was this event just 
friends gathering together, but it had 
beautiful décor of drapery, candles 
and gelt to set the mood of for this 
fun and festive holiday celebration. 
Every one enjoyed the conversation 
as well as the company of those who 
came out to join the party.

While this was the first Vodka 
and Latke party we are hoping to 
continue this event and have more 
people join for the upcoming years 
to make Vodka and Latke a party 
people feel they must attend.

We hope to be having other parties 
to celebrate holidays throughout the 
year, so keep watching for more 
details to come your way! 

Vodka and Latke makes debut, 
and a new tradition is born

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Join your friends, family and neighbors 

for our Jewish Community Night at the 
Reading Royals on Saturday, Jan. 23 
at 7 p.m.! Enjoy a great game of hockey 
as well as all the food and entertainment 
available at the Santander Arena at this 
fun community social event.

For this Jewish Community Night at 
the Royals we have a discounted group 
ticket rate for the Jan. 23 game. Our 
offer is for Red Zone tickets for $17 per 
person.

Tickets can be purchased online 
under “Group Central” on royalshockey.
com with the code JFR or by contacting 

our Group Representative Derrick at 
dleshko@royalshockey.com or 610-
898-7216. 

The Jan. 23 Royals game is a fan 
favorite — THON Night. There will be a 
postgame jersey auction to benefit the 
Four Diamonds Fund, which supports 
childhood cancer research. This is one of 

the most popular nights for the Reading 
Royals so tickets will sell quickly. Make 
sure you reserve your seats today and 
join us for a social evening, great hockey 
and fun for all ages!

Questions? Please contact Amanda 
at amandah@jfreading.org or 610-921-
0624.

Jewish Community Night at the Reading Royals set for Jan. 23

Musical Shabbat
Ruby Nemeroff was among the performers at Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom’s 

Musical Shabbat service Nov. 20.

Seventh-grade students
help out at Opportunity House

Sixth-graders at Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom’s Religious School prepared a 
meal at Opportunity House Dec. 12 as part of the school’s emphasis on community 

service..



SHALOM January 2016Page 6

By Rabbi Matthew Abelson
Kesher Zion Synagogue

I remember the first 
time I celebrated New 
Year’s Eve in Israel. 
Well, it couldn’t quite 
be called “celebrate,” 
since that was exactly 
what astonished me. 
Erev New Year’s — 
Dec. 31 — and New 
Year’s Day – Jan. 1 – 
were like any other day in the calendar 
in Israel. Yes, there were a few parties in 
Tel Aviv, the most cosmopolitan of Israeli 
cities, but for the most part, one could 
ignore them and remain utterly ignorant 
of the “New Year.” Perhaps this isn’t 
surprising at all. In a Jewish state, the 
Jewish new year has both a religious and 
a secular character, so Rosh Hashana 
fulfills the function of Jan. 1.

In fact, while I was in Israel, I 
discovered that what Americans call 
New Year’s, Israelis — and a number 
of Europeans — call Sylvester Day.  
Sylvester I was the pope of the Catholic 
Church in the early fourth century of the 
common era, and he oversaw the First 
Council of Nicaea, which consolidated 
the Catholic faith and set the stage for 
Constantine’s decision to Christianize the 

Roman Empire. I hardly think that at most 
New Year’s Eve parties that we attended 
anyone brought up this background. Like 
a great deal of matters in our society, 
religious events have been secularized. 
Their religious content has been drained, 
is overlooked, or is ignored. 

Most Jews have a positive view of 
secularization. Outside of Israel, where 
Jews are the majority, everywhere that 
Jews live, including the United States, 
we are a terrifically small minority. Our 
historical experience has taught us that 
when Christianity is tied to the state, 
we are in danger. Yet, I worry that, 
occasionally, we take this position to an 
extreme and imagine — I would even say 
fantasize — that if secularization were 
even more thorough, that would be “good 
for the Jews,” as the saying goes. 

One of the people who changed my 
mind about this was Rabbi Abraham 
Joshua Heschel. Born in Poland, a 
scion of two Hasidic dynasties, Rabbi 
Heschel was studying for his doctorate 
at the University of Berlin in the 1930s 
and witnessed the rise of the Nazis. 
Just before the Nazis invaded Poland in 
September 1939, Heschel left Europe and 
eventually made his way to the United 
States. After a brief stint at Hebrew Union 
College in Cincinnati, he settled in New 

York City and joined the faculty of the 
Jewish Theological Seminary.

In Rabbi Heschel’s view, the Nazis’ 
rise was a result of the weakness of 
Christianity in German society. The 
inference one could draw from Rabbi 
Heschel’s conclusion is that secularization 
poses as much, if not more, of a danger 
to Jews as a society in which a church 
is backed by the state. What this means 
is that secularization is good, up to a 
point. Complete secularization is also 
dangerous.

As we celebrate the secular New 

Year and usher in 2016, we should recall 
that though the disassociation of Jan. 
1 from Pope Sylvester is a welcome 
development, secularization has limits.

Even as religiosity appears to be a 
leading force for violence in the world 
today, we should be wary of those who 
advocate the disappearance of religion 
and thoroughgoing secularization. 
Finding the right balance between 
religion and secularism in society is 
challenging, but a balance is, I believe, 
what is best. Happy 2016!

Congregational News
The secular new year

 
www.barrerandwhite.com 

610‐376‐3956 
311 Penn Ave  West Reading 

TotShabbat
introduce your child 
to the joy of shabbat!

join us for tot shabbat,
a musical, story-filled 
shabbat morning experience 
geared towards families with 
young children through 
grade 2.  bring your family 
and friends to celebrate 
with rabbi michelson, and 
stay for a pint-size oneg 
of juice, challah, and child 
friendly treats.

Members & non-members are
invited! No registration is required. 
Please call the Temple office,
610.375.6034, with any questions.

Tot Shabbat services are held
Saturday mornings at 10:00 am
at Reform Congregation Oheb
Sholom, 555 Warwick Drive,
Wyomissing, PA 19610
ohebsholom.org

Saturday, 1/16/16 at 10:00 am

Saturday, 2/20/16 at 10:00 am

Saturday, 3/19/16 at 10:00 am

Saturday, 4/9/16 at 10:00 am

Saturday, 5/14/16 at 10:00 am

The Tanakh in Ten Weeks 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

“The Tanakh in Ten Weeks” is a ten week course that provides an  
introduction to the Tanakh, commonly referred to as the Hebrew  
Bible.  Rabbi Abelson will guide students toward a basic understanding 
of the Tanakh, empowering them to study this magnificent work of  
religious literature independently.  
 

Starting November 8, 2015 through January 31, 2016. 
Each class will be 90 minutes. 

Recommended: JPS Hebrew - English Tanakh or Tanakh a New Translation of the 
Holy Scriptures.  Please send check for $30.00 payable to Kesher Zion Synagogue if 
you would like to purchase either book through the synagogue.

“The Tanakh in Ten Weeks” Schedule 
There will be two classes per week.  One class Monday at 7p.m. and one class  

Tuesday at 1p.m.  This is so people can attend either or class with their  
schedule.  The same material will be discussed on both days. 

 
 Evening Schedule—Mondays at 7:00p.m.  Day Schedule—Tuesdays at 1:00p.m.  
         12/1/15 
 12/7/15       12/8/15 
 12/14/15       12/15/15 
 1/4/16       1/5/16 
 1/11/16       1/12/16 
 1/25/16       1/26/16 
 2/1/16       2/2/16 

The Tanakh in Ten Weeks 

 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -

“The Tanakh in Ten Weeks” is a ten week course that provides an  
introduction to the Tanakh, commonly referred to as the Hebrew  
Bible.  Rabbi Abelson will guide students toward a basic understanding 
of the Tanakh, empowering them to study this magnificent work of  
religious literature independently.  
 

Starting November 8, 2015 through January 31, 2016. 
Each class will be 90 minutes. 

Recommended: JPS Hebrew - English Tanakh or Tanakh a New Translation of the 
Holy Scriptures.  Please send check for $30.00 payable to Kesher Zion Synagogue if 
you would like to purchase either book through the synagogue.

“The Tanakh in Ten Weeks” Schedule 
There will be two classes per week.  One class Monday at 7p.m. and one class  

Tuesday at 1p.m.  This is so people can attend either or class with their  
schedule.  The same material will be discussed on both days. 
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 1/25/16       1/26/16 
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FOR THE PRESENTATION OF THE 
FIFTH ANNUAL RUTH & IRVIN BALIS
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION AWARD TO:

JACK GERNSHEIMER & 
JEFF GERNSHEIMER

SATURDAY, APRIL 16, 2016
COCKTAILS AT 6:00 PM
DINNER AT 7:00 PM

SAVE THE DATE

BALIS
AWARD
DINNER

REFORM
CONGREGATION
OHEB SHOLOM

LOCAL CONGREGATIONS AND SERVICE TIMES
REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM (610) 375-6034

Friday, Jan. 1: 6 p.m. Shabbat service.
Fridays, Jan. 8, 15, 22 and 29: Shabbat service, 7:45 p.m.

Saturday, Jan. 16: Tot Shabbat ,10 a.m.

CHABAD CENTER OF BERKS COUNTY (610) 921-0881
Saturday mornings: 9:30 a.m.; Friday evenings: 6:30 p.m.

KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE (610) 374-1763
Weekly services Saturdays: 9:30 a.m.; Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.

Friday Evening Service – Please call for service information

CONGREGATION SHOMREI HABRITH
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By Rabbi Barry Dov Lerner
With January and the New Year 2016, Rabbi Matt 

Abelson will offer the first period course for the next 
mini-mester at Reading Jewish Community High 
School. As he describes the course: 

During the six weeks, we will be discussing Moses, 
examining how Moses figures in general culture, and, 
of course, the Biblical account. 

Regarding general culture, we will examine three 
sources specifically:

1 Machiavelli’s “The Prince”
2 Hip-hop artist Slick Rick’s song “Moses”
3 Mark Twain’s “Adventures of Huckleberry 

Finn”.
We will then study the Biblical account and see 

how these characterizations of Moses from general 
culture correspond to the depiction of Moses in the 
Bible. Our purpose is to learn about Moses and his 
role as a prophet and leader.”

Watch for your JCHS student course selection 
sheets coming by email and available online or by 
emailing Rabbi Dov — bdlerner1@gmail.com for a 
choice sheet or to ask questions.

Chanukah celebration
For Chanukah, JCHS students  celebrated with 

multiple types of latkes prepared by Rabbi Dov and 
complete with multiple condiments.  Potato, sweet 
potato, root vegetable latkes with sour cream, Greek 
yogurt, apple sauce and james.

Lighting the Chanukah lights was a hands-on 
historical experience in which Rabbi Dov shared 
his collection of antique Israelite clay oil lamps. 
The collection includes one made at the time of the 
Maccabees. 

Students learned how our ancestors made wicks 
from flax and how they were such simple but efficient 
sources of light. We learned why the lamp had a spout 
— not as a place to put the wick but rather to reclaim 
valuable oil from ordinary clay lamps — though not 
from Hanukkah lamps which were allowed to burn out 
rather than be extinguished.

The shammash used in this unusual Hanukkiyah 
was a “new-old” addition to Rabbi Dov’s collection, an 
antique covered small lamp  from the Jerusalem area 
and dated approximately from the first century BCE 
to the first century CE.

“Better Together” continues
“ B e t t e r  To g e t h e r , ”  o u r  p r o j e c t  o f  t e e n s 

studying with senior c i t izens, met ear l ier  Dec. 

13 at  the JCC as part  i f  the concluding JCHS 
program of 2015.

They also concluded their close reading study of 
Joseph and his brothers, examining and discussing 
intergenerational relationships in ancient texts and 
today, followed by a latkes buffet.

New students welcome
New students are welcome to the program as we 

start again Jan. 3. JCHS meets Sundays from 5:30 
to 8 p.m. at the JCC. Questions can be answered by 
school director Rabbi Barry Dov Lerner via email at 
bdlerner1@gmail.com or by calling 215-572-9175.

Course on Moses about to begin at Jewish Community High School

At left, students try out Rabbi Dov’s collection of anique oil lamps on the last night of Chanukah.
At right, students and senior citizens in the “Better Together program.

Jewish Federation of Reading is pleased 
to announce the establishment of the 

Jacob Krumholz Legacy Fund 
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Youth News
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Liberty Region BBYO:
 Join in the fun!

Liberty Region  

**Please watch for the announcement of the date, 
time and location of Back to BBYO Night in your 
chapter/community! 

Regional Kick-Off 
September 12 
Brunswick Zone XL, Feasterville-Trevose, PA 
Open to ALL Jewish teens in grades 9-12 
Come celebrate the official start to an incredible year of 
BBYO with bowling, laser tag, arcade games, friends
and fun! 

Regional Leadership Training Institute (RLTI)  
September 18-20 
Camp Kweebec, Schwenksville, PA 
Open to ALL members 
This convention focuses on the development of 
participantsʼ leadership skills through interactive 
programming, skills workshops and teen-led training 
sessions. This yearʼs RLTI will be extra awesome as 
we will be joined by our friends from BBYO Keystone 
Mountain Region (KMR)! 

Tournies Convention 
November 13-15 
Harrisburg JCC, Harrisburg, PA  
Home Housed 
Open to ALL members 
During this convention weekend, teens compete to 
show chapter spirit in many different activities ranging 
from water polo to debate – there is an event for 
everyone! 

Marathon Madness
January 17 
Location TBD 
Open to ALL Jewish teens in grades 8-12 
BBYOʼs new Movement-wide Stand UP initiative brings 
Jewish teens together from around the world to support 
causes they care about and make a difference through 
the power of community, while having a lot of fun! It has 
never been easier, or more fun, to make a difference. 
Join us for a dance party bigger than our region has 
ever seen! 

International Convention (IC)
February 11-15 
Baltimore, MD 
Open to ALL members 
IC is an opportunity for members to become more familiar 
with BBYO on the international level, experience innovative 
Shabbat services, take part in community impact projects 
and connect with Jewish teens from all around the world. 

In Training (IT) New Member Convention 
March 4-6 
JCC of Wyoming Valley, Wilkes-Barre, PA 
Home Housed 
Open to ALL NEW members 
New members are invited to spend the weekend getting to 
know one another and learning more about BBYO. 

WOW Weekend Convention 
April 15-17 
Hotel TBD 
Open to ALL members 
During WOW Weekend, teens experience “wow 
programming” in a variety of topics, such as community 
service, social action and brotherhood/sisterhood. 

March of the Living (MOTL)
May 2-16 
Poland and Israel
Open to ALL members 
MOTL is a two weeks-long program focused on Holocaust 
education and remembrance. Teens spend one week in 
Poland and end their trip with a week-long celebration of the 
Jewish peoplehood in Israel. 

Spring Fling Convention
May 20-22 
Camp Kweebec, Schwenksville, PA 
Open to ALL members 
As the culmination of the program year, this convention 
allows to teens to listen to State of the Region addresses 
from their regional presidents, hear and take part in Life 
Ceremonies given by outgoing seniors, and elect the
Regional Board for the following calendar year. 

BBYO Liberty Region 
610-351-2444 
liberty@bbyo.org
www.bbyo.org  
http://bbyo.org/region/liberty/
  

2015-2016 
Calendar 

BBYO is the largest pluralistic youth movement and most effective provider 
of identity-building and leadership development programs for Jewish teens. Our 
region, Liberty Region #13, has chapters in Eastern Pennsylvania, Delaware, and 
two areas of southern New York: Binghamton and Elmira.

Throughout the school year, many meaningful and fun events take place locally, 
regionally, and even internationally. BBYO is a youth-led organization with chapter 
and regional boards that help make the region run smoothly. 

Contact local adviser Janine Ure for more information via the Federation office, 
610-921-0624.

See below for calendar of events
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Pennsylvania Area Region NFTY:Get Involved! 

 
 
About NFTY-PAR: 

NFTY is a Movement that builds strong, welcoming, inspired communities through teen-
powered engagement. Together, we pursue tikkun olam, personal growth,youth 
empowerment, and deep connections, all rooted in Reform Judaism. 
 
The Pennsylvania Area Region of NFTY serves Jewish Teens in Pennsylvania, 
Southern NJ, Delaware, and parts of West Virginia. We work in partnership with Union 
for Reform Judaism affiliated congregations to provide meaningful Jewish experiences 
for middle and high school students. 
 
We are part of the family of Union for Reform Judaism camps and youth programs.URJ 
Youth provides young people with immersive Jewish experiences in North America, and 
around the world, including camps, Israel trips and social action/service learning travel 
programs. 

 
Upcoming NFTY-PAR Events: 
 

When About the event Where 

January 15-17, 2016 WINSTY is over Martin 
Luther King weekend, 
PARites gather at a different 
synagogue every year to 
learn about social justice 
work and participate in a 
variety of projects within the 
community.   WINSTY is a 
wonderful opportunity to give 
back to our community while 
having fun with your friends. 

Temple Emanuel 1101 
Springdale Rd, Cherry Hill, 
NJ 08003, USA 

March 5, 2016 Elections are an all day 
venue with the goal of 
electing a new NFTY-PAR 
Board. Hosted by a TYG, 
Elections are in March, 
before Spring Kallah. 

 

April 8-10, 2016 NFTY-PAR's Spring Kallah is 
held in April at Camp Harlam. 
This is the final event for the 
current PAR Board. There 
are exciting programs, 
inspiring services, the NFTY-
PAR Board Installation, the 
PAR Banquet and Senior 
Havdalah.  

URJ Camp Harlam 1 Smith 
Rd, Kunkletown, PA 18058, 
USA 

May 13-15, 2016 NFTY Haggigah/Maccabiah 
is  the first event open to 
current 8th-11th graders who 
will be next year's 9th-12th 
graders.  This weekend 
provides participants with a 
taste of NFTY and NFTY-
PAR. 
 

URJ Camp Harlam 1 Smith 
Rd, Kunkletown, PA 18058, 
USA 

 
 

 

For information about our local chapter,
contact Scott Stein

 via Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom,
610-375-6034
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Professor Yuval Shahar, M.D. and 
computer scientist at Ben-Gurion University 
of the Negev, has always been interested in 
how the human mind works, and how we 
can emulate it in computers. Combining his 
twin avocations, he created new computer 
software systems that may revolutionize 
medical care.

The double-barrel problem plaguing 
doctors, Shahar explains, is the need to 
know far too much, and to process so much 
data for use.

“There’s a serious quality of care 
problem that stems from a human’s limit 
on processing data,” he said. “A doctor 
can look at you, listen to your complaints, 
even send you for a lab test, but can’t see 
the trends in your liver functions evolving 
over the past six years.”

Moreover, keeping up with new 
discoveries and treatment options is 
daunting. Converting from paper records 
to an electronic medical record (EMR) 
system, as many doctors and health  care 

institutions are doing, is indeed a revolution, 
Shahar says. But that revolution can only 
work for patients if doctors have intelligent 
assistants with infinite knowledge and 
memory to interpret all that data.

So Shahar used artificial intelligence 
concepts to build an automated medical-
decision support system that remembers 
everything and integrates many information 
channels. Named Picard, it links the 
patient’s data to a digital library of the 
best current knowledge about his medical 
condition. The system interprets the data, 
identifies meaningful patterns in it visualizes 
the patterns and their interrelationships, 
and asks questions if more information is 
needed.

The system can operate completely 
a u t o m a t i c a l l y,  w i t h  m a c h i n e -
comprehensible code representing the 
best-practice guidelines, and can even 
run multiple different guidelines to support 
both the patients and their doctors. It tells 
you where to start, what to do now. If the 

system needs more information, it asks 
questions, for example, “Did the patient 
have a glucose tolerance test?”

To test Picard, Shahar worked with 
obstetricians at Soroka University Medical 
Center, who regularly treat pregnant women 
with high blood pressure (toxemia). Each 
doctor monitored half his patients with the 
usual methods, which included the use of 
EMRs, but no intelligent decision support, 
and used the computer system for the rest.

“The results were amazing,” Shahar 
reports. “Without the computer, the 
clinicians performed 47 percent of the 
American College of Obstetrics and 
Gynecology toxemia guidelines. With the 
computer, they adhered to 94 percent 
of the recommended actions, a hugely 
significant increase.”

Moreover, when the doctors used the 
EMRs without computer support, it turned 
out that 68 percent of the procedures 
they employed were redundant, such as 
requesting a test that had already been 

performed recently. Use of the system 
reduced the redundancy to 3 percent.

Doctors appreciate the support, Shahar 
says. Computer assistance does not ask 
them to suspend judgment. Ultimately, the 
computer is just another tool, he explains, 
not a replacement for doctors. Doctors 
see the patient, know much more about 
her and medicine in general, understand 
human norms, and can apply common  
sense knowledge.

Doctors can turn the table and ask 
Picard questions, too. Pushing a button 
labeled “explain” brings up text that details 
why the recommendation was made 
and leads back to the original guideline-
based reasoning. Computerization is 
the patient’s best friend, Shahar is sure. 
He notes the alarming statistic that each 
year in the U.S. alone, 100,000 people 
die from preventable medical errors. “We 
aren’t replacing physicians, but patients 
won’t need to depend on their doctors’ 
memories.”

There’s No Telling How Far Our  
Wellness-Focused Lifestyle Will Take You...

A member of Reading Health System

610-775-2300 • www.thehighlands.org
2000 Cambridge Ave • Wyomissing, PA 19610

Schedule a personal visit 
today to see how

Highlands’ residents live 
well … and stay well.

Your journey to wellness starts at The Highlands. Residents don’t just 
live well, they thrive because we offer numerous fitness classes, nutritious 
menu offerings, stimulating educational programs and a lifestyle that 
empowers them to actively engage in their own well-being. Each day 
residents enjoy endless opportunities to make better lifestyle choices.

	  
	  

Mark your calendars for a night of 
 Food, Friends and Fun!! 

	  

Cooking	  class	  dates	  2015-‐16	  
	  

November	  22	  	  -‐	  donuts/sufganiyot	  

December	  20	  -‐	  	  Hummus	  

January	  24	  -‐	  	  Cake	  Decorating	  

February	  21	  -‐	  	  Challa	  bake	  

March	  13	  -‐	  	  Hamantaschen	  

April	  10	  -‐	  	  babka	  

May	  15	  –	  Sweet	  and	  Savory	  Noodle	  Kugel	  

All	  classes	  are	  located	  at	  2320	  Hampden	  Blvd.	  	  
call	  or	  email	  Chana	  Lipsker	  for	  more	  information	  610-‐334-‐1577	  or	  lipskerreading@aol.com	  

The next generation automating medical care starting in Israel

After graduating with a Ph.D. i n 
chemistry from Ben-Gurion University 
of the Negev, Dr. Muhammad al Nabari 
put his education to work. He initially 
worked for several years for a local 
pharmaceutical company, where he 
headed a research and development 
team.

In 2005,that all changed as he 
took office as the mayor of Hura, the 
Bedouin town where he was raised. 
Located not far from Beer-Sheva, 
Hura is a typical Bedouin community: 
poor, run-down, suffering from high 
unemployment with limited economic 
and educational opportunities. Under  
al-Nabari’s leadership things have 
dramatically  turned around. He made 
many changes, prioritizing the areas 
of education, municipal tax collection 
policy and restoring fiscal responsibility. 
He also made physical changes, 
such as increasing the number of 

street lights, installing street signs 
and traffic signals, and improving the 
community’s landscaping. While the 
unemployment rate is still high, progress 
has been made, and education has 
markedly improved. Hura now boasts 
a community center with activities for 
children, a public library, and a high 
school that teaches science 

Ben-Gurion University of the Negev  
(BGU) was established in 1969 with a 
government mandate to spearhead the 
development of the Negev. Since its 
founding, the university has channeled 
its energies and directed its resources 
towards realizing the potential of the 
Negev — a potential  as  great as its 
landmass.

The mission begins by reaching  out 
to the diverse communities across the 
Negev and welcoming a wide range of 
students to our educational programs, 
including degree programs  and a range 

of BGU-sponsored community colleges 
and pre-academic and continuing 
education programs that make learning 
more accessible.

The university consistently strives to 
meet the educational  needs of Bedouin  
students. During each of the last three 
years, over 400 Bedouin n students 
have participated in a range of degree 
and non-degree programs at BGU. The 
Bedouin students leave BGU feeling 
accomplished, full of pride, and ready to 
tackle new challenges.

Higher educat ion strengthens 
BGU’s graduates, boosting their skill 
development, and increasing their 
job  prospects and earning potential. 
In  addition, higher education has 
value for Bedouin communities. Its 
graduates are highly educated and 
equipped with new skil l  sets and 
expertise to share take leadership 
roles professionally and in a volunteer 

capacity. These graduates serve as 
role models ln their communities and 
workplaces.

In this manner, higher education is 
viewed as a community resource to be 
cultivated. Bedouin communities, and the 
entire country reaps the benefits.

Addressing the specific needs of 
Bedouin students, BGU’s support 
package includes:

• A preparatory week prior to the 
beginning of the academic year

• Financial support: including 
scholarships as well as meal 
and travel vouchers 

• Psychological  counselling and 
access to a social worker

• Drop-out prevention program s  
custom-made for each student 
following  individual counseling  
sessions

• Career planning workshops 
geared to  Bedouin students 

A Bedouin success story at Ben-Gurion University of  the Negev

Please support
our advertisers
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Former Sen. Joseph Lieberman told 
a parliamentary panel that Israel can 
take steps to improve its support among 
American Jews.

“Part of Israel’s strength is its incredibly 
dynamic democracy,” Lieberman said.

The wide range of opinions in the 
Knesset can help Israel gain more 
support among the American left and 
U.S. Jewry, Lieberman told the Knesset 
Caucus on U.S.-Israel relations.

“Part of Israel’s strength is its incredibly 
dynamic democracy,” Lieberman told 
MKs on the right and left. “Members 
of Knesset representing a wide range 
of opinions have the opportunity to 
reach out and make the case for Israel 
to groups with which you have an 
ideological affinity.”

Lieberman reassured the MKs that 
support for Israel remains bipartisan in 
the U.S. but said that there is attrition of 
that support within the Democratic Party. 
The former senator from Connecticut 
and 2000 vice presidential candidate 
explained that many of those who do 
not support Israel do not realize what a 
diverse society Israel is, and said that 
diversity is an asset. Lieberman pointed 
to Israeli tolerance for people of different 
sexual orientations as something about 
which many Americans do not know. 

As for eroding support for Israel 
among American Jewry, Lieberman said 
that he is “not sounding the crisis bell” but 

that if something is not done to change 
the trend, it could be a serious problem.

Caucus chairman MK Nachman 
Shai (Zionist Union) said the U.S.-Israel 
relationship has two channels — interests 
and shared values — and that the 
caucus deals mostly with those values, 
democracy foremost.

“I believe this is a greater asset than 
shared interests,” he said. Shai called 
the caucus an important place to discuss 
freedom of speech and other rights that 
the U.S. and Israel value. “We take the 
Knesset and present its diversity. The 
people here are from so many different 
backgrounds. The dialogue between 
us and with the U.S. is valuable,” Shai 
explained.

Jay Ruderman, President of the 
Ruderman Family Foundation, which 
sponsors the caucus, spoke about the 
focus of the committee meeting — the 
changing connection between American 
Jewry and Israel. 

“Even though Israeli society is 
becoming more diverse, American 
Jewish society remains much more 
pluralistic. This Jewish identification in 
America remains largely unknown by the 
Israeli public,” Ruderman explained. “In 
addition, Israelis largely are unaware of 
the changing nature of American Jewish 
identification with Israel and the impact 
that changing identification will have on 
Israel’s future security.”

Ex-Sen. Lieberman says Israel can 
use diversity to gain support in U.S.

Obituaries
Louis B. Syret, 45, of  Muhlenberg 

Township.  Louis is survived by his wife, 
Jennifer; his son Ryan; and his parents, 
Julian and Sharon Syret of Reading.

---
Sidney Symons, 98, of Wernersville 

and formerly of Pennside.   Sid served 
in the Army from 1943 to 1953.  When 
he moved to Reading he worked as an 
Industrial Engineer at Talbott Industries 
and then at Western Electric and Spring 
City Knitting Company. He enjoyed 
exercise programs, music, reading and 
playing bridge. He is survived by his 
daughter Barbara and her husband, 

James Miller; and his son Howard and 
his daughter-in-law JoAnn Symons.  
There are also five grandchildren.

---
Joyce (Wasserman) Corbin, 82 

of Exeter Township and formerly of 
New York. Joyce and her husband had 
just celebrated their 64th anniversary.  
She loved spending time with her 
grandchildren and great-grandchildren.  
She is survived by her husband, Boris; 
her children Dr. Glenn Corbin, husband 
of Gaye of Exeter Township; and her 
daughter Ellyn Levin of Florida. Other 
survivors include five grandchildren and 
four great-grandchildren and brother Ira 
Wasserman of New York.

The Coalition on the Environment 
and Jewish Life (COEJL) joins the 
global celebration over the signing of 
an international agreement to combat 
climate change. The agreement was 
made following two weeks of negotiations 
at the 21st Conference of Parties to the 
United Nations Framework Convention 
on Climate Change in Paris.

COEJL sent a Jewish representative 
to Paris with an interfaith delegation 
through Religions for Peace, and linked 
each Chanukah candle with Paris 
updates and eco-actions. Following the 
agreement, COEJL Chairman Rabbi Fred 
Scherlinder Dobb, issued the following 
statement: 

“The broad-based Coalition on the 
Environment and Jewish Life understands 

climate change as the defining issue 
of our time. Key Jewish values like 
stewardship, justice, sustainability, and 
human dignity are critical components 
of a much-needed agreement to mitigate 
the root causes and adapt to the effects 
of climate change. This agreement was 
a step in the right direction, though it falls 
short of meeting the needs of impacted 
communities, and requires energetic 
follow-up actions.

“As Jews, we are charged with being 
stewards of the earth and its resources. 
The Paris agreement is ambitious, and, 
importantly, has the capacity to ratchet 
up ambition over time. The Coalition 
on the Environment and Jewish Life 
lauds Secretary of State John Kerry and 
the United States negotiators for their 

leadership.
“The obligation to champion the 

poor and vulnerable around the world, 
to be seekers of justice, is fundamental 
to our Judaism. Low-lying areas and 
Small Island Developing States already 
see their very existence threatened 
by sea level rise. We will all soon 
feel the impacts of climate refugees 
and displacement. These key issues, 
and others in the area of “Loss and 
Damage,” are insufficiently met in the 
agreement. Much more must be done 
on an international scale to ensure 
the safety of those most impacted by 
climate disruption in the years ahead.

“The Jewish community understands 
the need for a quick transition to a clean 
energy economy. This is necessary 

for us to ensure serious and equitable 
emissions reductions in order to reduce 
the worst effects of climate change. The 
Paris agreement addresses adaptation 
finance, and offers resources for a 
sustainable energy transition.

“Now, we must all work together to 
ensure that those commitments are 
met, internationally as well as in the 
United States. We call on our legislative 
leaders to act responsibly as stewards 
of the environment and to safeguard our 
planet. The Paris agreement is only the 
beginning of the massive change we 
must make together.”

COEJL is an initiative of the Jewish 
Council for Public Affairs and the 
Jewish partner to the National Religious 
Partnership on the Environment.

Coalition lauds ambition in agreement to combat climate change

Traditional Cooking 

At ChAbAd LubAvitCh
2320 hAmpden bLvd 

ReAding, pA 19604

Chabad LubavitCh  
Kosher CooKing CLass for Ladies!

←with a modern twist→

$12.00

rsvP by January 19th to 
lipskerreading@aol.com or 610-334-1577

v”c

Our third class of the year 
will feature 

Cake decorating with 
Janine Ure

Together with pastry 
chef in-training Megan 

Mckintosh

CaKe deCorating

SundAy, JAnuARy 24th

5.30pm
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By Sari Incledon, M. Ed.
We invite the entire 

community to attend a 
program Jewish Family 
Service is sponsoring: 
“What Every Family 
Needs to Know about 
A lcoho l  and Drug 
Abuse & Addiction: An 
Interactive Dialogue 
with David Rotenberg.”  
This program will be held Wednesday, 
April 28 at 7 p.m. at the JCC.

David is the executive director of 
Adolescent Youth Services at Caron 
Foundation, however his presentation 

will not be limited to issues dealing with 
adolescents.  Drug and alcohol abuse is 
a problem for all age groups, and we all 
need to know more about it.

In a recent article, “Overcoming 
Denial” (Na’amat Woman Winter 2009/10) 
Barbara Trainin Blank wrote: “Alcohol and 
chemical dependency don’t discriminate, 
affecting Jews and non-Jews alike, and 
women as much as men. Addiction 
and alcoholism can be found in every 
socioeconomic and religious segment of 
the Jewish community”.

An ar t ic le  on the JACS Web 
site (Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically 
Dependent Persons and Significant 

Others) provided the following statistics.  
According to Dr. Jay Holder, Medical 
Director and founder of the Exodus 
Treatment Center in Miami, chemical 
dependency is the number one secret 
in the Jewish community. Reportedly, 
up to 50 percent of patient populations 
in some residential treatment centers 
are Jews – as are 20 percent of those 
calling national drug hot lines (yet Jews 
comprise less than 3 percent of the U.S. 
population).  Chemical dependency is the 
third leading killer in the U.S.  It is also an 
unreported and/or unknown contributor 
to deaths caused by car accidents, heart 
attacks, suicides and strokes.

For  every  person who has a 
substance abuse problem, several 
others are affected.  Those affected 
may be spouses, parents, children, 
siblings, grandparents – all are hurt 
in different ways. What can we as a 
communal organization do to address 
the problem? Awareness is an important 
first step and we invite everyone in the 
community to share questions and 
concerns at our above mentioned 
program on April 28.

Our  program is  f ree ,  though 
reservations are requested. For more 
information, call Sari at 610-921-
0624.

Jewish Family Service

Enjoy Tax Benefits While Contributing to

Jewish Family Service Vehicle Donation Program

Call Sari at

610-921-0624 

or email
                               jfrsarii@comcast.net

Living with Loss
formerly Bereavement Group

Mondays, March � and 22, 3:00- 4:30 p.m.
For more information call Sari at 610-921-0624

Discussion of  addiction important to all
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BERKS ENCORE RECEIVES AWARDS

Congratulations to Berks Encore employees Carolyn Krebs 
and Martha Sitler for receiving one of the Social Security 

Administrations highest awards for their providing the public with 
information covering Social Security issues.  

Berks Encore enables older adults to achieve a better quality of 
life by providing a comprehensive program of services, referrals, 
education and advocacy.  For more information call Berks Encore 

at 610-374-3195 or visit them at www.Berksencorepa.org

BERKS ENCORE PROVIDES FREE TAX PREPARATION 
FROM TRAINED VOLUNTEERS

Was your household income less than $50,000 in 2009?  
Household income may be higher in some cases,

but call 610-374-3195 for more details.
Call today to schedule an appointment from now until April 15.

Berks Encore, 40 N. Ninth St., 610-374-3195

Jewish Family Service thanks
Dr. Jeffrey Blank D.D.S.

for providing professional services to our client.

Volunteer Opportunities Available – 
Jewish Family Service seeks volunteers to help our seniors

with grocery shopping and other errands.
If you have some time, call Sari or Carole at 610-921-0624.

Call Sari at 610-921-0624, 
e-mail sari@jfreading.org 

or go to
www.charitableautoresources.com

Israel 21c.com
They may not look like lunch to 

you, but to many people around the 
world, grasshoppers add a high-protein, 
low-fat crunch to their diet. And in true 
Israeli startup tradition, the company 
Steak TzarTzar has innovated a way 
to lengthen the normally short breeding 
season of edible grasshoppers by leaps 
and bounds. As a result, this costly and 
scarce source of nutrition will be more 
widely available, all year long.

It’s no joke: Full of whole protein, 
vitamins and healthful fatty acids, with no 
cholesterol or saturated fat, grasshoppers 
could be one answer to the chronic 
malnutrition affecting about 805 million 
people, according to the United Nations.

Co-founders Dror  Tamir,  Ben 
Friedman and Chanan Aviv know that 
eating grasshoppers sounds funny 
to Western ears, so they play up the 
humorous aspect of their business to 
make it more palatable. The name of 
the company combines the cute Hebrew 
word for “cricket” combined with “steak,” 
a word that makes many a Western 

mouth water. One way to get around the 
“yuck factor” will be using Steak TzarTzar 
grasshoppers as a basis for protein 
powders. “There is a lot of interest from 
leading retailers such as Whole Foods,” 
Tamir said.

Many other populations don’t need 
convincing. In Uganda and some other 
African countries, grasshoppers are 
considered a national food. “An African 
will take a full fistful at a time, scooping 
them up the way Israelis scoop hummus 
with pita,” Tamir said. “Even in Japan 
you can find imported grasshoppers 
in supermarkets, cooked in sauce. 
There’s also a huge industry of desserts 
from insects.” Among many Africans, 
grasshoppers are an accepted edible. 

Sliced Steak TzarTzar grasshoppers 
could be added to salads. Steak TzarTzar 
is now starting to commercialize, having 
closed its research farm near the Sea of 
Galilee and upscaling its production farm 
in Tnuvot, also in the Galilee. Experts from 
Polyam Pollination Services at Kibbutz 
Yad Mordechai are helping the company 
develop industrial-scale grasshopper farms.

High-protein grasshoppers
about to jump on your plate
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By Vicky Sokoloff
One of the most common ways to 

propagate plants is with seeds. The 
planting of seeds occurs both in nature 
and by man. Some plants have unique 
ways to disburse their seeds. Dandelion 
relies on the wind. We know how effective 
that is by the number of dandelions that 
blow from your neighbor’s yard and grow 
in your lawn. The fruits of many trees are 
fitted with aerofoils that enable them to 
glide over remarkably long distances.

Some seeds have burrs that attach 
to the fur of passing animals or human 
clothing.

Other seeds come wrapped in tasty, 
colorful fruit, which is consumed by 
birds. The seeds are “cleaned” in a 
bird’s digestive tract and disbursed in 
bird droppings. Coconuts can travel 
thousands of miles by sea. And when 
it comes to planting oak trees, nothing 
beats a squirrel with a bad memory.

Collecting and storing seeds can be 
both fun and challenging. It is important 
to collect seeds when they are mature 
but before they drop off the plant. They 
need to be kept dry and stored properly. 
They should be labeled with name, date, 
and location of collection. I prefer paper 
over plastic for storage to avoid excess 
moisture, which can cause seeds to rot.

A lot about how to plant seeds 
can be learned by seeing how they 
reproduce in the wild. While some 
seeds wi l l  grow no mat ter  what 
you do, others have very specific 
requirements. When daylily seeds are 
collected and brought indoors, they 
need a few months in the refrigerator 
to mimic winter  before they wi l l 
germinate. Parsley seeds have a 
significantly higher germination rate 
when soaked in water before planting.

Seeds come in a huge array of sizes. 
Some have hard seed coats that prevent 
moisture being absorbed by the seed. 
The outer surface needs to be scratched 
to allow water to pass through. This can 
be done by chipping the seed with a 
sharp knife.

Other seeds need a period of moisture 
and cold after harvest before they will 
germinate. Usually this is necessary to 
either allow the embryo to mature or to 
break dormancy. Some seeds have a 
combination of dormancies, and each 
one has to be broken in turn and in the 
right sequence before germination can 
take place.

Seeds are so important that a 
Doomsday Seed Bank was established 
in 2008 with a significant amount of 
funding from the Gates Foundation. 
The giant storage unit is tucked into the 
side of a frigid mountain in Norway. It 
serves as a safe haven for the world’s 
vast variety of edible plant seeds. In the 
event of a nuclear war or catastrophic 
natural disaster, the vault keeps backup 
seeds frozen and safe until they can be 
reclaimed.

Svalbard is built right into a sandstone 
mountain and covered in a thick layer 
of permafrost, kept at an icy minus 0.4 
degrees. Should the power at the facility 
fail for any reason, the seeds will likely 
stay frozen thanks to the permafrost that 
covers the vault. 

Two good books for those interested 
in learning more about seed are: From 
Seed to Bloom by Eileen Powell and 
Seed Sowing and Saving by Carole B. 
Turner. Both are from Storey Books. To 
learn more about the requirements for 
specific seeds, visit the seed germination 
database at www.backyardgardener.
com/tm1.html

Gardening with Vicky

All about seeds

Relative size of seeds
top row: fava bean, lima bean, red corn, pole bean, pea, acorn squash, cucumber, dill, pepper, lettuce

bottom row: snowball bush, 4 o’clock, pearlbush, wingstem, daylily, big blue stem grass, rose of sharon, 
morning glory, zinnia, columbine.

By Anne Seltzer
On Oct. 27, my 

dog whisperer passed 
away. Her name was 
Pat Slemmer.  Pat was 
a salt-of-the-earth, 
good-hearted person, 
who cared enormously 
for all dogs. There were 
no pretenses about 
her. What you saw was what you got.  
Dogs seemed to sense that and they 
loved her and trusted her.

I first met Pat eight years ago when 
Buttons was a puppy. I needed doggie 
day care when going back to work after 
summer break. Pat’s father, Leonard, 
would come to pick up Buttons and some of 
her friends in the red van. Leonard was like 
the pied piper. Dogs would scratch at the 
door and whine until their parents opened 
the door to let them run and jump into the 
open door of the van.  And off they would 
go. At Pat’s funeral, one person said he 
often wondered if Pat and Leonard fed the 
dogs filet mignon, because they couldn’t 
wait to leave their loving homes.

A few years after I  met them, 
Leonard became incapacitated and 
could no longer drive. Pat then came 
in the turquoise van to pick up Buttons. 
Same thing — scratch, whine, off she 
went, without a look back. Buttons 
could be sound asleep on one side 
of the house, but when the van was 
coming down the street she seemed 
to know and ran to the door.  It was 
amazing. But it was also reassuring 
that Buttons was being well-cared-for 
and loved by others. I never gave her 
welfare a thought when we went away.  
Pat especially loved dogs that had been 
abused, neglected, or unwanted.  

Besides caring for the dogs, Pat had 
taken on full responsibility of caring for her 

father, who was totally dependent on her 
24 hours a day.  As his illness progressed, 
her own health deteriorated.  She would 
tell me her days were numbered, but I 
didn’t want to listen, simply didn’t want 
to hear it. Pat died about a week after 
her father.  It was most likely the way she 
wanted it to be. All her beloved dogs were 
gone, and now so was her father.

There were several times throughout the 
years that Pat bailed us out at the last second.  
During Jonathan’s illnesses and when Dave 
passed away, she came whenever needed, 
day or night, to retrieve Buttons so I could make 
sudden unplanned departures.  If we got a good 
last minute invitation to go out of town, I never 
had to worry if Buttons had somewhere to go. 
But it was more than that. Through the years 
Pat and I developed a friendship. We would 
call each other just to talk, cry, or share some 
news. Whenever I, or someone else, had a 
dog question, it would be Pat rather than the vet 
who got the phone call about what she thought, 
recommended, or would do herself. She 
always had the answers. Because who 
knew more about dogs than Pat? She was 
a very very special person. I cannot begin 
to tell you how much I miss her. Hopefully 
Pat is finally at peace and reunited with all 
her own beloved dogs. Pat loved cookies 
and lemon sponge pies.  This recipe is one 
she always liked.

Gems (like her) (from Barb)
4 sticks butter 2 tsp. vanilla
1/3 c. sugar 4 2/3 c. flour
¾ tsp. salt colored sugar for rolling

3 large egg yolks
Cream butter, sugar, and salt.  Add 

egg yolks, then vanilla.  Gradually add 
flour until incorporated.  Roll into tsp. to 
Tbsp. size balls.  Roll in colored sugar.  
Place 2” apart on parchment-lined 
sheets.  Bake at 350◦ for 8-10 minutes 
until set.  Enjoy!

Remembering Pat
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By Sari Incledon, M.Ed.
For those of us 

who are interested 
in inspi r ing our 
c h i l d r e n  a n d 
grandchildren to 
ca re  abou t  the 
problems of our 
world and how to 
make meaningful 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s 
t o  so l ve  t hose 
problems, I would 
like to recommend 
an excellent book written for pre-teens, 
teens and adults – “It’s Your World, Get 
Informed, Get Inspired & Get Going,” 
written by Chelsea Clinton. Having 
earned a Master of Public Health 
degree from Columbia University and 
a doctorate in international relations 
from Oxford, she serves as Vice 
Chairwoman of the Clinton Foundation, 
leading initiatives focusing on health, 
women and girls, and creating service 
opportunities and empowering the next 
generation of leaders. Written in an 
easy-to-read conversational style, and 
using facts, charts, photographs and 
stories, Clinton’s book tackles some of 
the biggest challenges facing our world 
today.  Each chapter ends with a section 

– “Get Going” – giving teens numerous 
specific ideas of how to become more 
educated on the issue of the chapter, 
ways to volunteer in their community, 
and how to find organizations that work 
on the issue.

Part one deals with poverty in both the 
developing world and in our community.  
She explains the many challenges 
the poorest countries face from their 
histories of colonization and war to the 
challenges of geography and climate.  
Clinton also discusses the efforts many 
nongovernmental organizations are 
making to fight poverty in the developing 
world by providing food, energy, water, 
education and vocational training and 
ways to combat disease.

Clinton discusses the importance 
of education in Part II – as a right of 
all children and as a way to combat 
poverty.  She also shows how girls and 
women around the world still face many 
challenges in getting equal opportunities 
to succeed in education and careers.  
For those interested in medical issues, 
Part III encourages teens to take an 
active role in promoting their own health 
and the health of people in their families.  
This section helps us understand all the 
breakthroughs that have been made in 
recent years fighting such diseases as 

HIV/AIDS, Ebola, rotavirus, smallpox 
and other infectious diseases.  Part IV 
deals with environmental issues and how 
all readers can help stop pollution.

In addition to informing and inspiring 
readers this book encourages everyone 
to take action to make the world a better 
place.  I highly recommend Clinton’s 
first book. Readers of all ages will better 
understand the challenges we face here 
in our country and around the world and 
come up with ways we can all make a 
difference.

How you can help our Jewish 
Family Service make a difference in our 
community:

• You can contribute canned 
goods and paper goods and grocery 
bags year round to our food pantry (that 
helps 150 households each month)

• You can share a talent with our 
seniors at Friendship Circle who meet 
for lunch every Thursday.

• You can visit a homebound 
senior or a resident in a senior long-term 
care facility.

• You can donate gift cards to 
assist families in our community who are 
struggling

• You can volunteer to drive 
people who are no longer able to do so 
themselves.

• You can donate to the Jewish 
Federation of Reading to support 
case management and counseling, 
transportation services, and our monthly 
food pantry.

For more information contact us at 
610-921-0624 or SariI@jfreading.org or 
CaroleR@jfreading.org.

Make a difference in our community … and the world
Jewish Family Service
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By Sari Incledon, M. Ed.
Thank you to Dave 

Walker for participating 
in our car donation 
program.  The proceeds 
from his auctioned car 
will help support our 
programs.  If you would 
like to learn more about 
this easy way to help 

JFS (and get a tax donation at the same 
time) call me at 610-921-0624 or go to 
www.charitableautoresources.com.

Each month our food bank serves more 
and more people.  (In March we served 
182 people in 62 households).  We could 
not provide this important service without 
dedicated volunteers.  Thank you to long-
time volunteers Karen Sherman and Norman 
Wilikofsky and to our new volunteers Jan 

Simon and VeeVee Scott.  We could not run 
the food bank without them.

On April 2 JFS sponsored a Seder at 
the Manor at Market Square. The Manor’s 
residents were joined by residents of 
Providence House and Friendship Circle 
seniors. Boscov’s provided a delicious meal, 
enjoyed by all.  A big thank you to baker 
extraordinaire Sheila Bornstein for furnishing 
participants with a vast array of gourmet 

Pesadich desserts. Thanks to Jeff Bornstein 
and Corinne Wernick for their assistance in 
serving the meal.  Generous contributions 
made in memory of Natalie Adelglass by 
family and friends underwrote the Seder.

Finally, thanks to the bakers of the 
Kesher Zion religious school and Temple 
Oheb Sholom’s sisterhood for providing us 
with hamentashen that were distributed to 
seniors in long term care residences.

Jewish Family Service

Living with Loss
Mondays, May 10 and 24, 3:00- 4:30 p.m.

For more information call Sari at 610-921-0624

Car donation helps sustain JFS programs
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Did you know the Hampton Inn Wyomissing is newly 
renovated? It’s true, when your family comes to town, 
why crowd your home? We have a heated indoor pool, 

complimentary hot breakfast, and a good night’s sleep on our 
famous Cloud 9 bed. Did you also know that we wash our 
comforters and pillows with every stay? Wouldn’t you want 

your loved ones here with us instead of worrying where you’ll 
find room? With the Hampton’s 100% guarantee

you can’t go wrong.
Hampton Inn Wyomissing

1800 Papermill Road, Wyomissing, PA 19560
610-374-8100

Meals • Housekeeping • Activities • Transportation 
 All-Inclusive Monthly Rent • No Buy-ins

803 Penn Street • Reading, PA 19601 
 www.manoratmarketsquare.com • 610-373-0800

Some patients require additional  
care after their hospital discharge. 

Planning ahead will make  
things easier for you after you leave. 
Learn about the services available 

for you or a loved one!

Please RSVP by calling 610-373-0800.

INDEPENDENT AND ASSISTED LIVING

What happens after  
a hospital stay?

Thursday, May 20 • 11:30 am
at Manor at Market Square

Join us for this informative seminar presented by

FREE parking in  
the Berks Encore  

parking lot  
located at 9th  

and Court Street.

Living with Loss
Monday, Jan. 18, 3 - 4:30 p.m. at the JCC

For more information, call Sari at 610-921-0624

803 Penn Street, Reading, PA 19601 • www.manoratms.com • 610-616-5112

ALL-INCLUSIVE MONTHLY RENT • NO BUY-INS

Call 610-616-5112 today to schedule a tour.

See why so many seniors are choosing  
Manor at Market Square as their new home!

* We are  

conveniently located only  

1 block from the new  

DoubleTree® Hotel and  

Convention Center on   

 Penn Street!

    Warm up on a wintry afternoon 
with appetizers and drinks as the

Penn State Master Gardeners' Club
     shows you how to make a 

            delightful winter foliage
          craft to take home!

Tues, Jan 19 
(snow date Jan 20)

1-2pm 
Free Event 

Open to Seniors 
Doors open at 12:45pm 

Free Parking in the 
Berks Encore lot at 

9th and Court Streets

Please RSVP 
by Jan 16 to Krista  

at 610-616-5112
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Pediatric and Adult Patients 
Treating Ear, Nose, Throat Problems  

Thyroid Nodules, Neck Masses & Sinusitis

Physicians: 
James P. Restrepo, M.D., FACS, ECNU 

Charles K. Lutz, M.D., FACS 
Jeffrey S. Driben, M.D., FACS, ECNU

Scott J. Cronin, M.D.

Nurse Practitioner: 
Rosemarie Montgomery

MS, CRNP, FNP-C

ENT Head & Neck Specialists, PC  
985 Berkshire Blvd., Wyomissing  
610-374-5599 • www.ent-hns.net

Providing diagnostic and rehabilitative services for all types of hearing loss, for any age group. 
Hearing and Balance Disorders 

State of the Art Hearing Aid Fittings 
In House Hearing Aid Repairs

Audiologists: 
 

Kathleen D. Vivaldi, AuD, FAAA 
Melanie A. Appler, AuD, FAAA

Matthew R. Bonsall, AuD, FAAA

Jewish Family Service Food Pantry Collection

We are serving more families 
each month! Please bring 

donations of canned tuna, soup, 
fruits and vegetables to 
Kesher Zion or the JCC.

Thank you!

We also need plastic and paper grocery bags!

The Benefit Bank
A Jewish Family Service Program

 
Find out your eligibility and apply for benefits online 

with a counselor in a confidential setting.

  Food Stamps  Medical Benefits
 Cash Assistance  LIHEAP and more

To find out if TBB can help you,
call Sari or Carole at 610-921-0624
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10













Continued from Page 5
silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Contributions as of Dec. 19
Holocaust Library & Resource Center
In memory of:

Louis Syret – Sheila and Gary Lattin

In honor of:
Birth of Amanda and Jason Hornberger’s daughter – Rob and Yvonne 

Oppenheimer, Rosalye Yashek

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Andy and Corinne Wernick’s granddaughter Maya Rachel Wernick 
– Al and Betsy Katz, Susan and Richard D’Angelo, Ellen and Don Abramson, Elina 
and Vlad Vaysman

Birth of Sid and Esther Bratt’s great-granddaughter Maya Rachel – Ellen 
and Don Abramson

Joey Abramson’s marriage – Al and Betsy Katz
Birth of Robin and Jess Drezner’s granddaughter – Louise Zeidman, Elina 

and Vlad Vaysman
Birth of Evelyn Drezner’s great-granddaughter – Louise Zeidman

In memory of:
David Hyman – Sheila and Gary Lattin
Jacob Krumholz – Sheila and Gary Lattin
Shirley Weintraub – Sheila and Gary Lattin
Leah Wittenberg – Sheila and Gary Lattin
Harriet Zeigerman (Debbie Goodman’s mother) – Sheila and Gary Lattin, 

Louise Zeidman
Louis Syret – Barbara Nazimov, Al and Betsy Katz, Corinne and Andy Wernick, 

Joanne and Stuart Zager, Sue Schlanger, Carol and Gordon Perlmutter, Ellen and 
Don Abramson

Shirley Weintraub – Joanne and Stuart Zager

Get well/speedy recovery:
Eric Farber – Sheila and Gary Lattin

JFS Food Pantry
In honor of:

Birth of Andy and Corinne Wernick’s granddaughter Maya Rachel – Sue 
Schlanger

Birth of Evelyn and Drezner’s great-granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In honor of:

Birth of Amanda and Jason Hornberger’s daughter – Al and Betsy Katz
Jerry Marcus and his generous support of local Jewish organizations – Sy 

Youngerman
Al Diamond’s special birthday – Nancy Nitzberg

In memory of:
Maxine Henry – Anzie and Edward Golden
David Hyman – Judy and Bob Pollack

Jerome Smith – Joan Darlington-Smith
Louis Syret – Dena and Vic Hammel, Susan and Mel Blum, Alice Botvin and Ned 

Littlehales, Blake and Rebecca Botvin, Rick and Debbie Zelnick, Debbie Goodman 
and John Moyer, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Julie, Richard and Alex Kwas, Cheryl 
and Eric Farber, Anzie and Edward Golden, Helene and Henry Singer, Margie and 
Alan Leisawitz, Jackye and Jim Barrer, Judy and Bob Pollack

Beverly Bloom – Marcia Gross
Shirley Weintraub – Lisa and Ellis Block and family

Get well/speedy recovery:
Harvey Hafetz – Carol and Bernie Gerber

JFS Taxi Transportation Program
In honor of:

Birth of Robin and Jess Drezner’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Louis Syret – Rosalye Yashek

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Louis Syret – Howard and Vicki Hafetz
Beverly Bloom – Sy Youngerman
Jacob Krumholz – Sy Youngerman
Shirley Weintraub – Sy Youngerman

Chanukah Community Campaign
In memory of:

Ruth Cohn – Dr. C. Harold Cohn
Sandra (Honey) Youngerman – Sy Youngerman
Louis Syret – Peter and Helaine Schiffman

Harry & Rose Sack Fund (Adult Programming)
In honor of:

Joan Silverman’s special birthday – Albert and Nancy Sack

Get well/speedy recovery:
Eric Farber – Albert and Nancy Sack

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In honor of:

Birth of Corinne and Andy Wernick’s granddaughter Maya Rachel – Beth 
and Bob Caster

In memory of:
Goldie Heisler – Beth and Bob Caster, Sidney and Esther Bratt
Maxine Henry – Sidney and Esther Bratt
Beverly Bloom – Sidney and Esther Bratt

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  $10
Jewish Family Service    $10
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    $10
JFS Food Bank     $25
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   $20
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
Doris Levin Fund     $10

Israel21c.com
On his first visit to Israel, American 

actor and humanitarian activist Sean Penn 
declared that the work of his nonprofit J/P 
Haitian Relief Organization has succeeded 
largely because of its cooperation with 
volunteers from IsraAID-The Israel Forum 
for International Humanitarian Aid.

“The indirect impact of IsraAID is that 
everything that JP/HRO has accomplished 
would not have existed without the 
inspiration and support that they provided,” 
said Penn, the keynote speaker at IsraAID’s 
November conference in Tel Aviv, “Can 
Haiti Grow? Haiti and Israel Partners in 
Recovery and Development.”

Following the program, IsraAID 
introduced Penn to representatives of 
eight Israeli startups that offer technologies 
in agriculture, water and solar power to 
developing nations.

The conference was geared to 
raising awareness about the current 
situation in Haiti nearly six years after the 
7.0-magnitude earthquake that devastated 
the impoverished island country on Jan. 
12, 2010.

Israel was among the first countries 
to send humanitarian aid. The Foreign 
Ministry flew more than 236 military, 

security, rescue and medical personnel that 
set up the first field hospital to treat victims. 
The delegation included a search-and-
rescue and victim identification team from 
ZAKA; prosthetics maker Yehuda Pilosof 
from Rishon LeZion; and a 12-member 
medical team of IsraAID volunteers.

IsraAID founding director Shachar 
Zahavi told ISRAEL21c that his team was 
introduced to Penn by IsraAID’s goodwill 
ambassador, Hollywood actress Moran 
Atias, who accompanied Penn to Haiti in 
the aftermath of the disaster in which at 
least 230,000 Haitians lost their lives and 
300,000 were injured.

“Our mission was to spend a few weeks 
in Haiti as a 24/7 delivery service for drugs 
for the hospitals that needed them,” Penn 
told the audience in Tel Aviv. However, like 
IsraAID, he decided to remain there to help 
organize long-term relief efforts.

“We still have a contribution to make. 
says Zahavi, who showed Penn around 
Israel in early December. “We have some 
cooperation with his group, and we will 
see what else we can do to enhance our 
work with J/P. How much longer we stay 
in Haiti may depend on our development 
with Sean’s group.”

Penn said his nonprofit group plans 

to launch a $300 million reforestation 
project next year to further assist Haiti 
in rebuilding its shattered economy. He 
called Haiti a special place and encouraged 
others to come help in reconstruction and 
rehabilitation projects.

“We started, IsraAID started, I’d like you 
all to start,” he told the audience at the Dan 
Panorama Hotel.

Zahavi echoes that sentiment.
“Billions of dollars were spent in Haiti, 

some wisely and some not, and it has a lot 
of potential for growth,” he said. “There are 

very smart people there, and it’s a country 
that has been neglected for years even 
before the earthquake.”

Penn also met with former Israeli 
President Shimon Peres during his visit. 
Peres reportedly told the Academy Award-
winning actor: “I saw the “Mystic River” and 
“Milk,” but the real Oscars go to you for 
what you have done in Haiti.”

For the complete story please go to 
the website: http://www.israel21c.org/
sean-penn-says-his-work-in-haiti-inspired-
by-israaid

Actor Sean Penn says Israeli humanitarian program inspires him

Did You Know Jewish Family Service:
•offers discounted taxi transportation to 
seniors and the disabled?

•has a monthly need-based food
pantry?

•offers counseling and information
and referral services? 
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Students at California’s Stanford 
University recently staged a protest to 
denounce Israel while appearing to honor 
the slain homicidal Palestinians who 
have been killing Israelis in a series of 
stabbings and other attacks.

The protest, organized by Students 
for Justice in Palestine (SJP), followed 
a similar event at the nearby University 
of California at Berkeley. During that 
event protesters enthusiast ical ly 
expressed their support for the intifada. 
This indicated support for terrorists who 
have used knives, guns, stones, and 
vehicles to randomly murder Jewish 
civilians.

Students for Justice in Palestine 
was founded by Berkeley professor 
Hatem Bazian. The group has become a 
disruptive presence on many campuses. 
The Stanford chapter, like others, has as 

its stated mission to help Palestinians at 
the expense of, and to the detriment of, 
Israelis. Rather than having two states 
living side by side in peace, this group 
seeks the creation of a new Palestinian 
state in place of Israel. The group 
places all the blame for the Arab-Israeli 
conflict on the so-called occupation and 
the brutal humiliation and collective 
punishment Israel is said to mete out on 
a daily basis upon what the SJP sees as 
wholly innocent Palestinians.

The  Pa les t in ian  re jec t ion  o f 
opportunities for statehood is never 
mentioned, and other causes that have 
led to Palestinian suffering are pointed 
to. Students in the group assign blame 
for the recent carnage, not the homicidal 
individuals who carried out attacks but 
with the disingenuous charge of “settler 
colonialism.”

That activists, those who purport to 
be motivated by a desire for justice could 
publicly call for the renewed slaughter 
of Jews in the name of Palestinian 
self-determination demonstrates what 
has become of this movement. These 
students living in relative safety in 
America are quick to denounce Israel’s 
very real existential threats and the 
necessity of the Jewish state to take 
counter measures to thwart terrorism 
against its civilian population. They are 
eager to label the killing of terrorists 
by the IDF as “extra-judicial” killings, 
these well-meaning but morally blind 
individuals see no contradiction in their 
calls for the renewed murder of Jews for 
their own sanctimonious cause.

Protesters at Berkeley were shouting 
the oft-heard slogan: “From the river to 
the sea, Palestine will be free.” That 

phrase suggests the same situation that a 
rekindled Intifada would help bring about, 
namely, that if Palestine is liberated, there 
will be, of course, no Israel between the 
Jordan River and Mediterranean — and 
no Jews.

Students who lend their moral support 
to terrorism and who see “grievance-
based violence” as a justifiable tool of 
the oppressed have helped introduce 
a disturbing element into discussions 
about radical Islam and Palestinianism, 
not to mention Israel’s right to protect its 
citizens from being slaughtered.

Students purporting to care about 
attaining justice for the downtrodden are 
willing to let another group of people be 
murdered. They may be well-meaning, 
but the results demonstrate that they 
have developed something that could 
easily be labeled moral dementia.

Honoring homicide at Stanford and Berkeley

Courtesy of The Cornell Review
 Bassem Eid, founder ofthe Palestinian 

Human Rights Monitoring Group and an 
outspoken critic of the Boycott, Divest  
ment and Sanctions movement, spoke 
at Cornell University recently.

Born in the Jordanian-occupied 
Old City in eastern Jerusalem, Eid 
experienced the deterioration of the 
human rights situation under the 
Palestinian Author ity.

In his talk, Eid focused on the broken 
leadership in Palestine. He explained 
that Mahmoud·Abbas, the president 
of Palestine, is anx ious to appoint a 
successor to avoid the election of a 
president outside his family. Meanwhile, 
he said, Fatah, Hamas and radical 
Islamists inside Israel are competing to 
increase  violence  in Jerusalem.

“Palestine is a very divided society,” 
Eid stressed, noting that rival factions 
appear to be in a competition for the 
destruction of Israel.

“When is the international community 
going to wake up?” he asked. “I think the 
majority of the Palestinians are against 
what is going on.

When talking about a one- versus 
two- state solution, Eid said he believes 
Israel and Palestine both deserve states, 
but with rival groups controlling Gaza and 
the West Bank, there is a need for three 
states, which is unworkable.

Eid said the majority of Palestinians 
have lost trust in their government and 
leadership. Israel could try to negotiate 
with Mahmoud Abbas, he said, but there 
is no indication he really represents 
anyone.

He later discussed Palestine’s 
dependence on Israel for economic 
stability, which is why he and other 
Palestinians see little merit in the 
movement calling on boycotting, divesting 
from and sanctioning Israel. A better 
Israeli economy benefits Palestinians, 
he said, and a boycott only hurts them.

“Gaza is starving,” he said. “And the 
main reason for that is Hamas. It’s very 
clear that any normal country around the 
world is using its missiles and rockets 
to protect its own people. Unfortunately 
Hamas used its own people to protect 
its own missiles and rockets, and this is 
why we lost 2,000 people within 50 days 
of war.

Eid said that there is no clear solution 
but that what is needed now is a 
charismatic and courageous leader to 
be interested in the Palestinian people. 
Such a person has yet to be seen. 
Meanwhile, he said, help is needed from 
the international community to assist 
Israelis and Palestinians in putting an 
end to the violence that plagues the 
region.

Palestinian activist 
criticizes BDS

Right now, you can reach across the world and touch a life. How? Through Federation.
 

You can put food on the empty table of an elderly couple in Ukraine, help a single 

mother who has lost her job and much more. You can bring hope to Jewish lives at 

home, in Israel and in over 70 countries around the globe.
 

Please give to <<NAME.>> today.

YOU CAN RESTORE HOPE
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www.readingjewishcommunity.org
Jewish Federation of Reading
PO Box 14925, Reading PA  19612
610-921-0624

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE. 
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

I want to help Federation make wishes come true this year. Here’s my tax-deductible gift to support Jewish Federation of Reading’s
2014 Annual Campaign and make a world of difference both near my own home and beyond: 

Name_____________________________________________ Address_______________________________________________________________
$___________amount enclosed Checks payable to Jewish Federation of Reading
Credit Card: ___Discover ___Mastercard ___Visa Card #____________________________________________ Exp. date______ Security Code_____
Name on Card:____________________________________________              Signature__________________________________________________ 

Please detach and return with payment to Jewish Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading PA 19612

FEED THE HUNGRY.
GIVE HOPE TO THOUSANDS.

SECURE THE FUTURE.
BEFORE 
YOU 
FINISH
BREAKFAST.
It only takes a few minutes to change lives in our community and around the world. Food banks for the needy, care 
for seniors, Israel experiences for the young — these are just some of the solutions Federation supports with heart, 
innovation and decades of knowing what works. Seize the moment: Donate. Volunteer. Get involved. 
Your link to getting started: JewishFederations.org

It only takes a few minutes to help seniors stay connected to community and continue living in their own homes, 
Meanwhile, you’ll nurture Jewish learning, fund food banks, offer job training — just a few of the solutions Fed-
eration supports with heart, innovation and decades of knowing what works. It’s time: Donate. Volunteer. Get 
involved.Your link to getting started: JewishFederations.org

SERVE WARM MEALS. 
DELIVER MEDICINES. 

GIVE HUGS TO SENIORS 
A WORLD AWAY.

BEFORE 
YOUR 
 ALARM 
GOES OFF. 

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE. 
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

JewishFederations.org          
      jfederations          @jfederations

Right now, you can reach across the world and touch a life. How? Through Federation.
 

You can put food on the empty table of an elderly couple in Ukraine, help a single 

mother who has lost her job and much more. You can bring hope to Jewish lives at 

home, in Israel and in over 70 countries around the globe.
 

Please give to <<NAME.>> today.
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