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Sun Mon Tue Wed Thu Fri Sat 

   1 
JCC Closed 
New Year’s Day 

2 
1pm Friendship Circle 

3 4 

5 
12:15pm Israeli Cook-
ing with Adi Shalev 
 

6 
7pm at JCC Tiffany 
Shlain Rescheduled 
via Skype 

7 
12pm ROMEO lunch 
at Wyomissing  
Restaurant & Bakery 
 
 

8 
7pm Jewish Fil Series 
“Carl Laemmle” Fox 
Berkshire 

9 
1pm Friendship Circle 
 

10 11 
 

12 
4pm Literatour Berks 
and PJ Our Way Pre-
sents Erica Perl at 
ECL 

13 
 

14 15 16 
1pm Friendship Circle 
7pm JFR Board meet-
ing 

17 18 
10am Tot Shabbat at 
RCOS 

19 
 

20 
Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day. 
10am MLK Youth Ser-
vice at JCC 
2pm, Highlands, 92Y 
DVD program Dr. Ruth 

21 22 
7:00pm  at JCC Israeli 
Movie Night with Adi 
Shalev 

23 
1pm Friendship Circle 

24 25 
 

26 27 
7pm Literatour  Berks 
presents Barbara 
Osfeld 

28 29 
 

30 
1pm Friendship Circle 
 
 
 

31 
6pm Community 
Shabbat  followed by 
dinner at Chabad 
 
 

 

January 2020 

JFS Movie Monday
“Rosenwald” – Jan. 27 at 2 p.m. at JCC

The incredible story of a Jewish businessman who built 
thousands of schools in the segregationist South

Also screening at Friendship Circle, Jan. 23 at 1:45

Harriet Tubman and the Underground Railroad
Jan. 16 at 1:45 p.m. at the JCC

Join Friendship Circle for a fascinating afternoon as Runette Gabrielle, a well-known 
Berks County singer, portrays abolitionist and activist Harriet Tubman. Born into 

slavery, Tubman escaped to the North. She jeopardized her own freedom by returning to 
the South 15 times to guide approximately 70 other slaves to their freedom

using the Underground Railroad.

Literatour Berks January events
Jan. 6 at 7 p.m. at JCC—Literatour Berks Presents Tiffany Shlain, author of “24/6: 
The Power of Unplugging One Day a Week.” RESCHEDULED FROM DECEMBER. 
AUTHOR APPEARING VIA SKYPE

Jan. 12 at 7 p.m. at JCC—Literatour Berks and PJ Library Present Erica S. Perl, author 
of “All Three Stooges.” This children’s book is not about the movie comedy trio. It’s a 
humorous coming-of-age story about middle school friends.

Jan. 27 at 7 p.m. at Exeter Community Library—Literatour Berks Presents “Catbird: The 
Ballad of Barbi Prim” with Barbara J. Ostfeld. This book tells the story of an 8-year-old 
who overcomes challenges to become the first ordained woman cantor.

Save the Date: 
Feb. 9—Literatour Berks Presents “Unorthodox Podcast Cast: Liel Liebovitz and Mark Oppenheimer”
March 1—Literatour Berks Brunch Featuring Jamie Bernstein



                                                                                                                                   
                                                                                                                                   Lakin Preschool

Join us for Bridge at the JCC Duplicate Bridge Club Wednesdays at 12:30pm. All 
players are welcome. If you need a partner call Sue Wesner 610-972-5327 or 

Brian Snyder 484-838-0977. Sanctioned by the American Contract Bridge League
$3 JCC members           $6 Nonmembers

Mah Jongg is played at the JCC every Monday at noon. Everyone is welcome 
to join the games. Contact Amanda Hornberger, AmandaH@JFReading.org

 www.LakinPreschool.com

Friendship Circle
             Thursdays -- Optional Luncheon at 1:00pm:  $7 catered by Boscov’s Ala Carte* -- RSVP to Carole at the JCC by Monday.   

2:00 unless otherwise noted --  Program/Speaker. Varied programs are informative, educational and fun.

The Lakin Preschool is participating in the Giant A+ School Rewards 
Program, a great fundraising program that runs through March 2020. 
Our school earns CASH through this exciting program. You can 
help. Log on to www.giantfoodstores.com/aplus and choose 
“Designate Your School” LAKIN PRESCHOOL # 25824 from the 
CUSTOMER ZONE to register your card online. Then, each time 

you shop at Giant using your BONUSCARD, you will earn CASH for our school.  You can track the amount 
of points you earn for our school by checking your grocery receipt. Each month, the amount of CASH 
awarded will be updated on the Giant website. Our school will receive a check at the end of the program. 
The money can be used for any of our school’s educational needs. Taking just a minute of your time to 
register your Card can make a huge difference to our school. We need your support. Also, don’t forget to 
encourage your friends and neighbors to do the same. Thank You!!

Join us for an entertaining observance of Thanksgiving. 
Our preschool children will fill your hearts with joy and thanksgiving 

as they celebrate this special holiday. Parents and children are invited 
to stay after the show to participate in activities at the Fall Festival. 

This will be held in Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom’s 
sanctuary and social hall.

THANKSGIVING SHOW 
and FALL FESTIVAL

Wednesday, November 27
9:30 am

Friendship Circle November Programs
  7:  Thursday Film Festival -- “Ask Dr. Ruth”  Taxi pick-up at 3:45.   

14:  Learn about life on a Navajo Indian reservation with Mary Ann Owens.  
       She will bring artifacts and a Navajo grandmother’s outfit as she shares  
       her year long experience with the Navajo.
21:  Enjoy a Thanksgiving meal with Rabbi David Sislen, the new rabbi of    
       Kesher Zion Synagogue. Rabbi Sislen will bring his guitar and lead 
       songs in Hebrew, Yiddish and Ladino.
28:  Happy Thanksgiving!  No Friendship Circle.

                                                                                                                                                This documentary chronicles the incredible 
life of Dr. Ruth Westheimer, a Holocaust 

survivor who became America’s most famous sex therapist. With her 
diminutive frame, thick German accent and uninhibited approach to 
sex therapy and education, Dr. Ruth transformed the conversation 
around sexuality. (100 min.)

Thursday Film Festival 
November 7

“Ask Dr. Ruth”

December 2 at 7pm at Exeter Community Library -- Literatour Berks    
                     presents Tiffany Shlain
December 4 at 7pm at Fox Berkshire -- Reading Jewish Film Series                    
                     presents “The Keeper”

An extraordinary love story between a young English woman and 
a German POW, who together overcome prejudice, outrage and 
personal tragedy.

JCC will be closed Wednesday, December 25 (Christmas Day)
m e m o r i a l  l e c t u r e
Leo Camp
40TH ANNUAL

“The Nightingale’s Sonata:  
The Musical Odyssey of Lea Luboshutz”

Presented by author Thomas Wolf

Wednesday, November 20, 2019
7:30 p.m., Albright College, Wachovia Theatre. Experience Event. Free and open to the public 

This multi-media presentation features violinist Ray Ushikubo and pianst Wei Luo  
from the Curtis Institute playing Cesar Frank’s “Sonata for Violin and Piano.”

Spanning generations, from the shores of the Black Sea to the glittering concert halls of New York, Thomas Wolf ’s nonfiction book centers around 
violin virtuoso Lea Luboshutz. For Luboshutz and many other poor Jews, music offered an escape from the prejudices that dominated society in 
the last years of the Russian Empire. Woven throughout this luminous odyssey is the story of Cesar Franck’s “Sonata for Violin and Piano,” a work 

championed by Lea — one of the first-ever internationally recognized female violinists. For more information, call 610-921-0624.
Sponsored by Albright College, the Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks and Literatour Berks. Author Thomas Wolf is a member of the Jewish Book Council. 

DVD Program 
Monday, November 18, 2pm

at the Highlands

Bari Weiss in Conversation with Jake Tapper: How to 
Fight Anti-Semitism

Bari Weiss contends that anti-Semitism is creeping back into 
mainstream political discourse. How can we combat this disturbing 
trend?

Join the New York Times columnist for a conversation about her new 
book, How to Fight Anti-Semitism, with CNN’s Jake Tapper. Weiss 
discusses her deeply personal relationship to the issue (she became 
a bat mitzvah at the Tree of Life synagogue in Pittsburgh, the 2018 
site of the deadliest attack on Jews in American history); how social 
media and political polarization have reignited the problem in recent 
years; and how all Americans can fight back against hatred.

Showing Jan. 8 at 7 p.m.,
Fox Berkshire 

800 Berkshire Blvd.
Wyomissing

“Carl Laemmle” is a documentary about the extraordinary life of Carl Laemmle, 
the German-Jewish immigrant who founded Universal Pictures and saved more 
than 300 Jewish families from Nazi Germany. This American film tells the life story 
of Laemmle, who in addition to founding Universal Pictures, battled monopolies, 
empowered women in film, made the ultimate anti-war film, invented the monster 
movie and enabled hundreds of Jews to flee Nazi Germany.

We highly encourage you to purchase tickets in advance! You may do so 
at the theatre box office, kiosks or online. JCC member pricing is avail-
able in each of those formats.

“Carl Laemmle”

READING
JEWISH

FILM
SERIES
20I5

READING
JEWISH

FILM
SERIES2020 The Series is co-sponsored by the Rubin 

Educational Fund of the 
Jewish Federation of Reading & Fox Theatres. 

Admission $8; $6 for JCC members.

Join us for Bridge at the JCC Duplicate Bridge Club Wednesdays 
at 12:30pm. All players are welcome. If you need a partner call Sue 

Wesner 610-972-5327 or 
Brian Snyder 484-838-0977. Sanctioned by the American Contract 

Mah Jongg is played at the JCC every Monday at noon. Everyone 
is welcome to join the games. Contact Amanda Hornberger, 

JANUARY FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE PROGRAMS
2: Ask the Rabbi featuring Rabbi Michelson from RCOS. Bring your questions!
9: Come play “Taboo”, Jewish edition, the game of unspeakable fun.  
Lots of Jewish-themed words to guess, including many Yiddish words.
16: Runette Gabrielle presents “Harriet Tubman.”
23: Thursday Film Festival.  “Rosenwald.” Taxi pickup at 3:30.
30: “Matter of Balance” with Martha Sitler from Berks Encore. This pro-
gram can help reduce fear and increase the activity levels of older adults 
who have concerns about falling. It will also help participants change 
their environment to reduce fall risk factors.
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Join us for Bridge at the JCC Duplicate Bridge Club Wednesdays at 12:30pm. All 
players are welcome. If you need a partner call Sue Wesner 610-972-5327 or 

Brian Snyder 484-838-0977. Sanctioned by the American Contract Bridge League
$3 JCC members           $6 Nonmembers

Mah Jongg is played at the JCC every Monday at noon. Everyone is welcome 
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Friendship Circle
1:00pm:  Luncheon (optional $7) catered by Boscov’s Ala Carte*

                        RSVP to Carole at the JCC by Monday.   
1:45 pm --  Program/Speaker. Varied programs are informative, 

educational and fun.

DVD Program 
Monday, December 17, 2pm

at the Highlands Cultural Center

Emergency closings & delays will be announced on local radio 
stations by 7:30am and www.readingeagle.com -- Lakin Preschool.

Every LPS family will also receive an email.
Please be sure to check one of these sources BEFORE 

bringing your child to school.

   Lakin Preschool is participating in the Giant A+    
   School  Rewards Program. Through March 31, 2019,  
   our  school can earn CASH through this exciting 
   program. 

You can help!  
  Follow this link: http://www.giantfoodstores.com/aplus/SchoolDesignationLogin to 
register your BonusCard online. You will need our school ID # 25824. Then, each time 
you shop at Giant using your BONUSCARD, you will earn CASH for our school! The 
money can be used for any of our school’s educational needs! If you are not able to 
register online, we also have sign-up sheets in each classroom. 
Taking just a minute of your time to register can make a huge difference to our school. 
We nee your support! As soon as you register, you begin earning points. Also, please 
encourage your family and friends to do the same. We are hoping for excellent 
participation! Please Note: This is in addition to and NOT instead of any personal
incentives (i.e. Gas Points). You will still get your own rebates!!

Kindermusik Foundations:  0-18 months
Parents and caregivers participate with their children. While 
bonding with your baby, enjoy multi-level activities including 
creative movement, object and instrument 
exploration and vocal play. Your baby’s growth and 
development are stimulated and all of his senses 
engaged! 
Kindermusik Level 2: 18 months-3years
For the toddler every day brings new opportunities to 
explore the world. Level 2 encourages children to be 
creative, to initiate their own ideas and to respond in their 
own ways, while the parents’ active participation gives the 
toddlers the security they need. Playing instruments, 
singing, moving and exploring uncover an engaging 
musical world while building the toddler’s confidence, 
self-control and communication skills.

Sprouts:  9 - 24 months
Toddlers are great companions!
 Join your child at Sprouts and 
discover lots of activities to help you 
teach and stimulate your child while 
enhancing the parent child bond. 
This class will be your child’s earliest 
experience of preschool. 

Visit the Toy Library!  
Mondays 9 to 11 am
Come to Room 8 and have some coffee 
while you watch your child play with 
some toys. Structured and non-struc-
tured activities will be presented and you 
may even borrow a toy to take home!

These Lakin Preschool programs are targeted specifically to babies and children under 
3 years old. These classes are designed to stimulate young children while bonding with 
parents or caregivers. We are currently accepting enrollment.

Friendship Circle December Programs
Dec. 6 – Celebrate Chanukah with latkes and Jewish music performed by the    
       Bob Cisik Duo.
13:  Brian Engelhardt, local baseball aficionada, presents “Schacht, the Clown 
       Prince of Baseball.”
20:  Thursday Film Festival: “Bookclub”  Have your taxi pick-up at 3:30.
27:  “Winter Fun” bingo

Thursday, Dec. 6 at 2:00 pm -- Chanukah Klezmer Concert                                                                                                                                    
Back by popular demand, the Bob Cisik Duo returns to the JCC to celebrate 
Chanukah! Bob Cisik, a member of the Kleztastics, plays the flute, clarinet and 
saxophone, accompanied by keyboardist Gene Gelfenson. Enjoy klezmer and 
other traditional Jewish music. Program sponsored by the Jacob Krumholz Fund.

                                           Thursday,Dec. 13 at 1:45 pm                                                                                                                                               
                              “Al Schacht, the Clown Prince of Baseball”                                                                                                                                        
Generations before fans at First Energy Stadium were entertained by 
Screwball, Reading fans in Lauers Park laughed at the pranks of Al Schacht, 
the original “Clown Prince of Baseball.” He was a player coach, performing 
his zany antics from the third base coaching box as well as the pitching 
mound. Local historian and author Brian Engelhardt presents a program 
based on Schacht’s time in Reading.

You know him as an actor, but this talk is about Tom Hanks, the writer.

Tom Hanks joins us in conversation about his first collection of fiction. Known 
for his honesty and sensitivity as an actor, Tom Hanks brings these characteris-
tics to his first collection of stories: Uncommon Type, a New York Times best-
seller. Surprising, intelligent, heartwarming and frequently hilarious, the stories 
explore the human condition in all its foibles, and are each connected by the 
appearance of a typewriter. This event introduces another artistic dimension 
to the actor, screenwriter, director, and producer as he reflects candidly on the 
writing and the real world it reflects.

Uncommon Type: Tom Hanks in Conversation with Gayle King

Friends and members of  the 60-plus set, Diane, 
Jane, Sharon, and Carol have seen it all when 
it comes to relationships. But after reading “Fifty 
Shades of Grey” they’re inspired to make bold 
choices in the romance department with 
hilarious results.  (104 min)

Thursday Film Festival

“Book Club”

December 20
1:45 PM

MOVIE MONDAY, December 10 at the JCC
FREE movie and popcorn. Movie begins at 2pm

“A Taste of Chanukah: A Celebration of the 
Joys and Music of the Holiday”

invites you to...

Join us for a special intergenerational 
Shabbat service and Oneg.

Saturday, December 21
10am

Highlands Cultural Center
Side A

Rabbi Michelson will lead a kid-friendly 
Shabbat followed by a pint-sized Oneg!

ALL ARE WELCOME!
No RSVP necessary.

For questions or more information please 
contact Amanda at 610-921-0624

TOT SHABBAT
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TOT SHABBAT
Intergenerational Shabbat service and Oneg

Saturday, Dec. 21, 10 a.m., Highlands Cultural Center
Rabbi Michelson will lead a kid-friendly Shabbat followed by a 

pint-sized oneg. ALL ARE WELCOME. No RSVP required.

Thursdays – Optional luncheon at 1 p.m.: $7 catered by Boscov’s Ala Carte. RSVP to Carole at the JCC by Monday.
Programs at 1:45 unless otherwise noted. Varied programs are informative, educational and fun

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

MOMMY	  &	  ME	  PROGRAMS	  0	  -‐	  3	  Years	  Old	  
Foundations	  
0-‐18	  months	  

 
Monday	  

 
10:30-‐11:15	  

 
Join	  anytime	  

 
$100	  

Level	  2	  
18	  months-‐3	  yrs	  

 
Monday	  

 
9:30-‐10:15	  

 
Prorated	  

Sprouts	  
9	  -‐	  24	  months	  

 
Wednesday	  

 
9:00-‐10:00	  

 
Jan	  23-‐May	  1	  

 
$170	  

PRESCHOOL	  ENRICHMENT	  

KM	  	  Levels	  3	  
and	  4	  
AlAges	  

 
Monday	  

 
1:00-‐1:30	  

Prorated	  
Join	  anytime	  

Soccer	  Shots	  
3	  to	  5	  years	  

 
Tuesday	  

 
12:30-‐1:00	  

 
To	  register:	  	  	  berkscounty.ssreg.org	  

Torah	  Tots	  
All	  Ages	  

 
Monday	  

 
12:30-‐1:00	  

Jan	  13,	  Feb	  17,	  
Mar	  17,	  Apr	  14	  

 
$36	  

I	  Love	  Stories	  
All	  ages	  

 
Wednesday	  

 
12:30-‐1:30	  

 
Jan	  23	  -‐	  May	  15	  

 
$170	  

 
Kaleidoscope	  

 
Thursday	  

 
12:30-‐3:00	  

 
3	  sessions	  

$180	  
each	  session	  

Amazing	  Athletes	  
All	  ages	  

 
Friday	  

 
12:30-‐1:00	  

www.amazingathletes.com	  

Early	  AM	  
Drop-‐Off	  Stay	  &	  Play	  

 
Everyday	  

 
7:30-‐9:00am	  

 
As	  needed	  

 
$8.00/hr	  

Lakin Preschool  

Emergency closings & delays will be announced on local radio 
stations by 7:30am and www.readingeagle.com -- Lakin Preschool. 

Every LPS family will also receive an email. 
Please be sure to check one of these sources BEFORE 

bringing your child to school. 
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you watch your child play with some toys and
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Wednesday	  

 
12:30-‐1:30	  

 
Jan	  23	  -‐	  May	  15	  

 
$170	  

 
Kaleidoscope	  

 
Thursday	  

 
12:30-‐3:00	  

 
3	  sessions	  

$180	  
each	  session	  

Amazing	  Athletes	  
All	  ages	  

 
Friday	  

 
12:30-‐1:00	  

www.amazingathletes.com	  

Early	  AM	  
Drop-‐Off	  Stay	  &	  Play	  

 
Everyday	  

 
7:30-‐9:00am	  

 
As	  needed	  

 
$8.00/hr	  

Lakin Preschool  

Emergency closings & delays will be announced on local radio 
stations by 7:30am and www.readingeagle.com -- Lakin Preschool. 

Every LPS family will also receive an email. 
Please be sure to check one of these sources BEFORE 

bringing your child to school. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 
While bonding with your baby in the Village

and development are stimulated and all of 

 
 

18 months - 3 years 

 

 9 months - 24 months 

 

 
and discover lots of activities to help you teach

parent-child bond. This class will be your child’s
 

Structured for the needs and abilities of 9 to

both creative playtime as well as small and
large muscle activity. Yoga poses will also be

 
 

Mondays 9 to 11 am
Come to Room 8 and have some coffee while
you watch your child play with some toys and

activities will be presented, and you may even 
 

MARTIN LUTHER KING JR. DAY
YOUTH DAY 
OF SERVICE

MONDAY, JANUARY 20, 2020
10 A.M. AT JCC

INV ITES  YOU  TO  THE  2ND  ANNUAL

SERVICE PROJECTS BENEFITTING 

BERKS CONNECTIONS/PRETRIAL

SERVICES (BCPS) &

FAMILY PROMISE OF BERKS

R S V P  T O  I N F O @ J F R E A D I N G . O R G

JCC Dates to Remember
Wednesday, Jan. 1.........New Year’s Day, JCC closed

Tuesday, Jan. 7 ............ ROMEO Club lunch, noon,
at Wyomissing Family Restaurant.

Saturday, Jan. 18...........Tot Shabbat at RCOS, 10 a.m. 

Monday, Jan. 20: ..........92nd St Y DVD Program:
Dr. Ruth Westheimer, 2 p.m., Highlands, Wyomissing

Friday, Jan. 31............Community Shabbat at Chabad

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

MOMMY	  &	  ME	  PROGRAMS	  0	  -‐	  3	  Years	  Old	  

Foundations	  
0-‐18	  months	  

 
Monday	  

 
10:30-‐11:15	  

 
Join	  anytime	  

 
$100	  

Level	  2	  
18	  months-‐3	  yrs	  

 
Monday	  

 
9:30-‐10:15	  

 
Prorated	  

Sprouts	  
9	  -‐	  24	  months	  

 
Wednesday	  

 
9:00-‐10:00	  

 
Jan	  23-‐May	  1	  

 
$170	  

PRESCHOOL	  ENRICHMENT	  

KM	  	  Levels	  3	  
and	  4	  
AlAges	  

 
Monday	  

 
1:00-‐1:30	  

Prorated	  
Join	  anytime	  

Soccer	  Shots	  
3	  to	  5	  years	  

 
Tuesday	  

 
12:30-‐1:00	  

 
To	  register:	  	  	  berkscounty.ssreg.org	  
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Every LPS family will also receive an email. 
Please be sure to check one of these sources BEFORE 

bringing your child to school. 
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