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As I wri te 
this column it 
is the day after 
your Federation 
sponsored our 
H o l o c a u s t 
Remembrance 
D a y,  w h i c h 
was  he ld  a t 
Kesher  Z ion 
Synagogue. I want to thank 
Kesher Zion Synagogue for 
hosting this event, as well as 
thank Dr. Minna Bromberg for 
her spiritual leadership. Tammy 
Mitgang did an excellent job 
of facilitating the afternoon’s 
session. My thanks also go to Dan 
Tannenbaum, coordinator of the 
Holocaust Library and Resource 
Center, a partnership between the 
Federation and Albright College. 

I also want to thank Hilde 
Gernsheimer, Ellen Azrael and 
Larry Rotenberg for sharing their 
personal stories. Each story had its 
own sense of sadness, fear and (at 
times) renewed hope and resolve. 
Still, it was difficult to listen to and 
comprehend their stories. If anyone 
has any doubt about the Jewish 
people’s will to survive, one only 
needs to study the Holocaust.   

Although one can study the 
events leading up the Holocaust and 
try to put these events into historical 

and political context, nothing can 
mask the darkest side of human 
behavior.Could one view our ability 
and responsibility to “never forget” as 
an obligation? I think so. No matter 
how hard it is to recall the horrific 
events of the Holocaust, those who 
survived, and the generations that 
followed, have to remember and 
continue to put the events of the 
Holocaust into modern-day context. 
Survivors need to continue to talk 
about their experiences and educate 
Jews and non-Jews alike.

Jews around the world continue to 
be victims of anti-Semitism. In addition, 
Israel faces new and existing enemies. 
However, with each passing year we 
are losing our Holocaust survivors and 
their families, along with the valuable 
stories and memories they have to 
pass to future generations. Venues 
such as the United States Memorial 
Holocaust Museum, the Holocaust 
Center at Albright, the Anne Frank 
House in Amsterdam, and the Yad 
Vashem Holocaust memorial in Israel 
serve as valuable educational and 
historical repositories.

All of us have a responsibility to 
“never forget” and to stand up for our 
rights and beliefs as Jews. We must 
continue to educate those who do 
not believe in the Holocaust or who 
attempt to twist the truth of what actually 
happened. Again, a special thank you 
to Hilde, Ellen and Larry for sharing their 
thoughts and memories with us.  
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This year’s Richard J. Yashek 
lecture will be held Thursday, May 
6, at 8 p.m. in Memorial Chapel at 
Albright College. The speaker will be 
Richard J. Golsan, Ph.D., a professor 
of French at Texas A&M University. 
He is the author or editor of more 
than a dozen books. He has been a 
visiting professor at the Sorbonne in 
Paris, where he taught courses on the 
memory of World War II in postwar 
French literature and culture. 

For more than three decades 
France has been preoccupied with 
traumatic moments and events of 
its recent past. But have national 

efforts to better understand these 
terrible events actually accomplished 
their aims? Or have they actually 
distorted historical understanding 
and challenged the notion of the 
uniqueness of the Holocaust as well as 
the terrible singularity of the fate of its 
victims? This lecture will explore these 
issues through a discussion of recent 
works of literature and film as well as 
the 1990’s trials of French citizens on 
charges of crimes against humanity for 
complicity in the Final Solution.

The lecture is held in memory of 
Richard J. Yashek, a Holocaust survivor 
and longtime Berks County  resident.

Yashek lecture to focus on France

Esther Bratt Larry Rotenberg with grandchildren Talya and Eli
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1100 Berkshire Boulevard
It’s been an incredible year. Hope you’ve been here!

It is hard to believe that a year has gone by since we relocated to the Jewish Cultural Center at 1100 Berkshire 
Boulevard in Wyomissing. If you haven’t been here, we hope to see you in the very near future. For those of you who 

use the Center regularly or from ‘time to time’, we always appreciate your visits and encourage your feedback. 
And, thank you all for your support throughout the year!

Paul D. Cohn, President, Jewish Federation of Reading     Cindy Balchunas, Chair, Jewish Cultural Center Committee
Tammy K. Mitgang, Executive Director, Jewish Federation of  Reading/Jewish Cultural Center

By Paul D. Cohn
Federation president

T h e  2 0 1 0  J e w i s h 
Federation Jewish Annual 
Campaign is under way.  
This campaign is  the 
Federation’s major source 
of funding, and it helps 
support the many important 
programs and services that 
help Jews in our community and abroad. Most 
of you are not new to the Campaign, and are 
accustomed to why this is such an important 
part of your Federation. Others may be new 
to our community. Here are a few points that I 
would like you to consider:

• Jewish Family Services — JFS now 
serves all age groups and is dedicated to 
maintaining and strengthening the quality 
of individual and family life in the Jewish 
community. JFS runs a monthly food pantry 
open to both the Jewish and non-Jewish 
communities, helping all to meet their dietary 
needs. Did you know JFS coordinates 
transportation for the elderly and infirmed and 
provides counseling to members of our Jewish 
community? In addition, JFS provides an 
outreach program and acts as a clearinghouse 
for other agencies in our area. As economic 
conditions have worsened, JFS has seen an 
increase in people looking for help.  

• Lakin Early Education Center – JCC’s 
preschool and kindergarten have a long history 
of providing quality education in a nurturing, 
positive environment. Many generations of Berks 

County Jews have gone to the JCC’s preschool 
for its excellent learning curriculum.Many times 
the preschool is a gateway for Jewish families in 
Berks County, where they can meet and make 
friends with other Jewish families. In addition, 
since the school is open to everyone, it provides 
a diversity experience at an early age.

• Cultural Programs and Services — The 
Federation provides many interesting and 
requested programs and services.Lectures, 
films, discussion groups, and holiday events are 
just a few examples. In addition, the Federation 
allocates funds to local synagogues to help 
with their programs.  We offer programs and 
services that bring our community together.

• Israel and Jews around the world 
— Federation has a long and rich history of 
helping Israel. Although our world is rapidly 
changing, Israel is still a young country, and 
unfortunately, some groups and countries 
do not recognize Israel’s right to peaceful 
coexistence. Given its challenges, Jews 
throughout the world help Israel with funding 
and resources so she can remain strong and 
vibrant. Our funding also helps Jews in other 
countries who want to move to Israel, or who 
have serious needs in their own country.  

As I mentioned above, the funds raised by 
the Campaign represent the largest portion of 
the Federation’s budget. Last year you helped 
contribute $600,000 to the Campaign. A few 
years ago, our Campaign was over $1 million. 
So you can see that our annual campaign is 
more important than ever. The Federation has 
taken steps to help reduce our expenses and 

to look at all expenditures, making sure that we 
are being good stewards of your contributions.  
We are making progress in all areas of your 
Federation. We are now in a position to focus 
on those programs and services that our 
community wants and needs. 

However the bottom line is that we are 
asking for, and need your help. And guess 
what? People do need a free meal every so 
often. Seniors do enjoy the company and 
friendship that our services provide. Parents 
are relieved as they drop their preschooler 
off at our school, knowing that their child is in 
excellent hands. Jews in Israel and around the 
world are grateful for the funding we supply.  

Making a pledge to the Campaign is more 
than the money, at least it should be. It should 
be your way of saying that you believe in and 
support our local Jewish community. It should 
be your way of saying that you want to help 
Jews around the world. It should be your way 
of saying that you have resources to help others 
who are less fortunate, and at times destitute. 
It should be your way to say you care.  

For everyone who has already pledged, I 
say “thank you.”  For those of you who are still 
waiting to pledge, I am asking for your help.  
Please pledge now. As you have previously 
heard me say, Jews have a rich tradition of 
leading by example. All of us, no matter how 
large or small the contribution, have a chance 
to become leaders. It all adds up. All of us can 
change the world for the better. 

Free lunch…I don’t think so. It is worth its 
weight in gold.  

There is no free lunch — or is there?

JEWISH
FAMILY SERVICE:
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On Wednesday, July 30, the Jewish 
Federation of Reading hosted a gathering 
designed to show community support for 
Israel during the growing conflict with Hamas 
militants in Gaza.  More than 110 members 
of all ages from the local Jewish and broader 
community turned out in force, filling the JCC.

New Federation President William Franklin 
welcomed everyone and thanked them for 
attending to show their support.

State Sen. Judy Schwank was the first 
to address the gathering. She expressed 
her support for Israel and urged everyone to 
remain steadfast in their support. She said she 
regretted the loss of civilian life in Gaza but that 
the blame for those losses should be placed 
directly onto Hamas, which used civilians as 
human shields.

The next speaker was Sue Zimskind, deputy 
state director for U.S. Sen. Pat Toomey.  She 
extended Sen. Toomey’s regrets for being 
unable to attend and read a statement from him 
expressing his strong support for Israel, calling 
Israel the U.S.’s strongest ally in the Middle 
East and pledging to do everything he could to 
continue our country’s support of Israel.

Andi Franklin, wife of the new Federation 
president, gave an account of her just completed 
trip to Israel. She told moving stories of the many 
places she had visited and the people who 
welcomed her so warmly. She expressed how 
grateful everyone she met was for the American 
people’s support of Israel in this difficult time.

Elad Stohmayer, Deputy Consul General 
for the Consulate General of Israel to the Mid-
Atlantic Region spoke emotionally about the 
current conflict and the problems that Hamas’ 
“asymmetric warfare” strategy caused. That 
strategy includes using civilian men, women 
and children as human shields by locating 
missile batteries near schools, hospitals and 
civilian housing, and forcing civilians to remain 
in the area even after Israeli efforts to warn 
them of impending retaliatory action.

The purpose, he said, is to maximize the 
number of Palestinians civilians who are killed 
when the Israeli military moves to destroy the 
missile sites. He noted that in doing this, Hamas 
was guilty of two war crimes: targeting Israeli 
civilian populations with their missiles and using 

Palestinian civilians as “human shields”.
The final speaker was Dr. Asaf Romirowsky, 

a Middle East scholar and expert on the 
United Nations Relief and Works Agency for 
Palestine (UNRWA). He told the audience 
that no other group in modern history 
has remained refugees as long as the 
Palestinians. He suggested two major 
reasons for that. One, that the lead agency 
addressing this situation, UNRWA, is heavily 
staffed by militant Palestinians who wish to 
keep the issue festering  to help mold world 
opinion against Israel. Second, they want to 

maintain their own personal livelihood.  He 
said these facts explain the complete lack of 
progress the UNRWA has made in alleviating 
the Palestinian situation.

He argued that it was necessary for Israel 
to address the problem of Hamas rockets 
and tunnels once and for all to avoid having 
to be back in the same position a few years 
from now.

Several of the speakers urged the community 
to defend the Israeli position to counteract media 
reports that tend to villify the Israeli government 
and play into the hands of the Jewish state’s foes.

Community turns out to ‘Stand with Israel’

There’s still time to support ‘Stop the Sirens’

Rabbi Brian Michelson and Sen. Judy SchwankWilliam Franklin Dr. Asaf Romirowsky

By Paul Landry
As I write this it has been six weeks since 

Israel began Operation Protective Edge in 
response to attacks by Hamas missiles and 
fighters.

Just hours ago a cease-fire was broken yet 
again by Gaza militants, as has happened so 
often this summer. Who knows how long the 
next truce will last?

When the attacks began the Israeli 
government, knowing that a great deal of 
humanitarian aid would be needed, began 
talks with the Jewish Federations of North 
America (JFNA). Their original request for 
$17 million was designed to cover costs for 
three weeks. Since the conflict has passed 

that point, their request has been increased 
to $30M. See the companion article on Page 
6 for more information about the services the 
campaign will fund.

To meet  th is  need,  JFNA and i ts 
associated Federations across America and 
Canada have rolled out the “Stop the Sirens” 
Campaign.   The Jewish Federation of 
Reading was asked to provide $9,000 toward 
the goal. To meet that request, the Executive 
Committee of the Board of Directors voted 
to match the community’s contributions, 
dollar for dollar up to the $9,000 goal from 
endowment earnings.

As of Aug. 14, contributions to JFR’s “Stop 
the Sirens” Campaign totaled $17,620 and 

gifts continue to be received.  With the $9,000 
from the endowment, JFR will be sending at 
least $26,620 to support humanitarian efforts 
in Israel! 

There’s still time to donate if you haven’t 
already done so. Send your gift to the 
Federation at P.O. Box 14925, Reading, PA 
19612-4925.  To give by credit card call Brenda 
at 610-921-0624.

Gratz Jewish Community High School 
students, parents and alumni take note!

Your donations to the “Stop the Sirens” 
campaign can make an even bigger difference 
thanks to a generous match offer provided by 
a member of the community. Turn to Page 20 
to learn more.

Wish your family and friends Shana Tova with a greeting in the September 
SHALOM. Choose your greeting box by inserting the name(s) you wish to appear. 
Please return entire sheet with your payment to Jewish Federation of Reading, 
PO Box 14925, Reading PA 19612-4925 no later than August 15th.

BOX A  $36 BOX B $36

Best wishes for a
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

BOX C $18 BOX D $18

New Year blessings to all. May you have a 
sweet & prosperous 
New Year.
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Innovative services provided to
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for over 80 years.

• General Pest Control • Termite Control

• Bed Bug Control  • Bird Control
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610-372-4500
www.jcehrlich.com

24/7 Medical Eye Emergencies

Glaucoma · Macular Degeneration · Diabetic Retinopathy · Allergy 

Cataracts · Inflammation · Infection · Dry Eye · Eyelid Disease 

Refractive Surgery Co-management · Orthokeratology · Contact Lenses 

Optical Services · Vision Therapy/Orthoptics · Low Vision Rehabilitation · Routine Eye Care

www.Wyo-Opto.com

Medical Eye Disease Management              Refractive and Vision Care Services 

Adult and Pediatric Eye Care
Wyomissing Optometric Center, Inc.

Wyomissing - 610.374.3134

Douglassville - 610.385.4333

Douglassville
610.385.4333

Glenn S. Corbin, O.D. • Kerry J. Burrell, O.D. • Heidi L. Sensenig, O.D., M.S.

Karen L. Heaney, O.D. • Michael D. Burkhart, O.D. •  Amanda S. Legge, O.D.

Wyomissing
610.374.3134

Myerstown
717.866.1400

If you or an affiliate wish to donate 
humanitarian supplies, please 
contact Sabah Nabulsi 
nabulsisabah@gmail.com at the 
Palestinian Customs Agency. 
COGAT will assist in completing the 
process after the request has been 
filed.  

Total of 4,191  trucks entered via 
Kerem Shalom since July 8th.  

1,912  2,099  

1,160 1026 

Health Foreign Dual Other 

On August 13th , a five-day humanitarian cease-fire 
went  
into effect. This cease-fire is particularly important in  
order to facilitate humanitarian efforts on the ground  
and enable an assessment of infrastructural damage.  
  
244 trucks carrying 4,654 tons of goods and supplies 
entered Gaza via Kerem Shalom Crossing.  
       Among the trucks that entered were:  
•133 trucks carrying 2,905 tons of food. 
•4 trucks carrying 23 tons of medicine and medical 
supplies.  
 

•53 trucks carrying 405 tons of humanitarian supplies. 
•3 trucks carrying 26 tons of agricultural inputs. 
 
 

State of Israel  
Ministry of Defense  
Coordination of Government Activities in the Territories 

Daily Report: Civilian Assistance to Gaza  
Operation “Protective Edge”  

18/8/2014 
10:00 AM 

3,519 
Rockets since 
July 8th 

82 Infrastructural repairs total 

51 electrical repairs.  

18 water supply repairs. 

6 sewage repairs. 

7 communication repairs. 

4.44 million liters of diesel for the 
power station, 1.39M liters for UNRWA.  
7.14 M liters of fuel  and 3.51M liters of 
benzene for transportation.    

3,624 tons of gas for domestic use. 

Total Energy Import to Gaza 

Erez Crossing 

3,560 Total Entries into Israel 
   2,573 Total Exits to Gaza 

As throughout the operation, 
COGAT has been working with 
international organizations and 
Palestinian authorities in order 
to repair critical infrastructure 
as expediently as possible.  
       Because water and 
sewage functionality is 
dependent on electricity, 
restoring electrical power has 
been a major focus. As of 
August 17, all of the ten feeder 
lines were working. 

Total of 227 ambulance transfers 
through Erez , 5 on August 17. 

594+ 
Iron Dome 
Interceptions 

To coordinate treatment at the field 
hospital, directed requests to the 
Gaza DCO: 08-674-1569/8. 

Kerem Shalom  

Bottles of water at Kerem Shalom being 
unloaded for transfer 

Infrastructure 
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 tons807 
Medicines and Medical Supplies 
into Gaza since July 8th 

533K L fuel for 
transportation 

August 17 

140 K L 
benzene 

173 tons of gas 

Israel’s aid to Gaza:
A part of  the story too often overlooked



September 2014 SHALOM Page 3

By William D. Franklin
President

S h a l o m ,  I  a m 
e x c i t e d  t o  b e  i n 
Read ing .  My f i rs t 
impressions are of 
a deeply committed 
a n d  e n g a g e d 
Jewish community 
with generous and 
c o m p a s s i o n a t e 
members. Continuing 
the 2011-2013 Strategic Plan, ‘Boldly 
Moving Forward, it is important that the 
Reading Jewish community realizes its 
potential and grows to be even more 
cohesive and inclusive.

Nationally, Jewish communities are 
seeing a paradigm shift in what people 

are looking for in their young adult life, 
in their young married lives, how they 
raise families and their religious life. With 
the dual trends of increased assimilation 
and decreased attachment to religion, 
American Jews are less attached to the 
formal faith and institutions. However, 
the new generation of American Jews 
is tied to their Judaism more personally 
and less formally. 

By maintaining what is currently 
working and building on our strengths 
and implementing innovative programs to 
engage the ‘un’ and under-affiliated, we 
can shape how JFR pursues its future. To 
actualize a renaissance of the Reading 
Jewish community and create a strong 
community that includes non-Jews who 
are part of the family, JFR will strive to 

create engaging opportunities for the 
entire community. 

The events of my first two weeks also 
reinforced the importance of the Reading 
Jewish community to world Jewry and 
Israel. Early in August we had over 110 
community members at our ‘Show our 
Support for Israel’ event where, among 
others, Deputy Consul General Elad 
Strohmayer and Dr. Asaf Romirowsky 
spoke. Mr. Strohmayer conveyed the 
community’s support to our friends in 
Israel and we were able to reach the 
initial ‘Stop the Sirens ‘campaign goal.

We have also been briefed on the 
rise of virulent anti-Semitism in Europe. 
Just recently, 30 youths from France 
were brought to Yemin Orde for care. 
Yemin Orde, an important Israeli Youth 

village, supported by the Reading Jewish 
community, is the home of more than 500 
youths from all over the world who have 
suffered trauma in their young lives from 
isolation and neglect. Once again, we 
see the need for world Jewry to position 
themselves and always be able to help 
Jews in need.

I look forward to working with the 
Rabbis, lay leaders and the  entire 
Reading Jewish community  as we 
continue on our path of engagement 
and education while insuring sufficient 
empathy and aid for  those in need   
locally and globally.

I hope to meet each and every 
one of you. Please feel free to stop by 
whenever it’s convenient — you are 
always welcome.

From the President’s Desk

First impressions
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A jo in t  miss ion composed of 
community members from the Reading 
area and the Lehigh Valley will leave for 
Israel Oct. 21.

For the Reading community, it is the 
first  mission   the  Federation   has   led   in  
more than 15 years. A goal of Federation 
President Tammy Mitgang and Federation 
leadership, the Reading mission is co-

chaired by Michael and Susan Fromm and 
Victor and Dena Hammel. In addition to 
Mitgang, Jayne Kleinman, Cultural Center 
program director and Mark Goldstein, 
Executive Director of Jewish Federation of 
the Lehigh Valley will staff the mission.

Rabb i  Br ian  Miche lson  f rom 
Congregation Oheb Sholom and Rabbi 
Yosef Lipsker, Chabad-Lubavitch of 

Berks County will be joining the group 
on the mission. 

The Reading Jewish community has 
benefited  from  teaming  with  the  seasoned  
mission-goers from the Allentown area 
and Lehigh Valley Federation’s “well-
oiled” mission process.

“Mark Goldstein and his staff have 
created over the years a network of 
resources and processes that have 
benefited   our   community  —   newbies,  
if you will, when it comes to mission 
planning. And, we are neighbors. The 
mission project is just the start of future 
joint efforts,” Mitgang said. 

There are many details that need 
to be addressed when moving a group 
of more than 50 people across Israel. 
Jewish Federation of North America’s 
Missions Department and its staff in 
Israel along with Kenes Tours will further 
ensure that each and every day of the 
mission is maximized.

Federation missions are travel 
experiences unlike any other. Along 
with visits to historic and sacred sites, 
museums and popular tourist destinations, 
Federation missions provide exclusive, 
insider access to residents, community 
leaders, area experts, and political 
personalities and provide a sense of 

purpose and heightened appreciation 
and connection to Jewish identity. 

Mission participants will visit Reading’s 
Israel   Now   projects  —   two   important  
humanitarian efforts that both save 
and  change  lives  —  Yemin  Orde  Youth  
Village in the Carmel Mountains and Meir 
Panim’s new nutrition center in Kiryat 
Gat, where the community will dedicate 
the kitchen that was made possible 
thanks to the Reading community’s 
funding efforts.

The dedication will be a big thank you 
to our community and a proud moment. 
With   two   out   of   every   five   children   in  
Israel living below the poverty line, 
Meir Panim’s network of soup kitchens, 
restaurants and feeding centers, ensure 
warm, nutritious meals for thousands of 
children and families every day.

At Yemin Orde, the group is anxious to 
see  firsthand  the  progress  that  has  been  
made  at   the   village   since   the  wildfires  
devastated it in 2010.

The group is honored that Chaim Peri, 
beloved educator and director of Yemin 
Orde for 30 years, will personally be hosting 
the group during a tour and lunch.

Young people from the village will join 
the group for the tour and share their 
experiences. 

By Alvin Katz
Chairman

I want to take this 
time to wish all of you a 
very Happy and Sweet 
New Year.

As we enter into the 
New Year, we reflect 
on what  we have 
accomplished this past 
year and what challenges lie ahead for us 
in the coming year. Your Federation has 
provided many interesting programs and 
speakers this past year. We have attended 
to those less fortunate, maintained our state 
certified  Nursery  School.  We  completed  
a very successful Gratz College program 
for our teenagers and a wonderful senior 
program. Our Jewish Family Service has 
again done a wonderful job helping those 

in need. Providing food, assistance with 
expenses and many other aspects of getting 
those less fortunate back on their feet. 
Our  finance  committee  has  been  working  
overtime ensuring that our funds are well 
cared and accounted for. I also want to 
recognize Tammy Mitgang and her entire 
Federation/JCC staff who work tirelessly 
for you. 

As we enter the New Year, I am happy to 
announce that we have a Mission to Israel 
this month in conjunction with the Allentown 
Federation. With the numbers participating, 
this should be a very worthwhile Mission. 
They will be visiting many sites and meeting 
with some well-known names in Israel 
politics and military. I feel certain that many 
if not all of them will return with a better 
understanding of Israel and its position in 
the world and the Middle East. They will 

visit, among other sites, Yemin Orde, and 
Meir Panim, which we support through 
your contributions. Yemin Orde is a youth 
village in the Carmel mountains near Haifa 
which caters to youth in need, providing 
them with shelter, emotional support and 
an excellent education. Meir Panim is, for 
the lack of a better description, similar to 
what we would call a soup kitchen but with 
a different concept. Here those in need can 
get hot meals that are SERVED to them, not 
cafeteria style as here in the States,  so that 
they don’t feel like they are getting  a handout. 
In addition, Meir Panim serves thousands 
of hot meals to schoolchildren throughout 
Israel and maintains a Goodwill-like facility 
to help furnish clothing and furniture to those 
in need. For both of these organizations and 
Jews throughout the world who receive your 
support, I thank you. 

By Tammy K. Mitgang
President

Alma Lakin would be 
the   first   to   pooh-pooh  
any notion that she 
was amazing, special 
or that she inspired the 
extraordinary in others. 
Petite, big hearted and 
deliberate, time spent 
with Alma was never 
about her.

She  cared  about  others  —  strangers,  
family and friends. And she worked to 
improve   the  world  —  here  at  home,   in  
Israel and around the world. When you 
were with Alma, it was all about you, it 
was you who were front and center and 
made to feel special.   

Alma believed that we are responsible 
for each other according to the principles 
of chesed (caring and compassion), 
Torah (Jewish learning), tikkun olam 
(repairing the word) and tzedakah (social 
justice). And her life was an embodiment 
of those principles.

She believed in the bold collective 
of Federation and knew that together 
we   could  mobilize   financial   and   social  
resources that could rescue Jews, 
strengthen the Jewish people and 
literally, change the world.

The ongoing turbulence in the Middle 

East troubled her, and she knew that 
life  for  Israel  —  though  it  is  a  first-world  
economy  like  the  USA,  was  difficult  and  
complicated. 

When I interviewed her for a video 
that recognized her and her husband, 
Ed’s community service and the 
establishment of the Holocaust Library 
and Resource Center at Albright College, 
she did not talk about her efforts to raise 
money and resettle Soviet Jews in our 
community. Instead, she spoke of how 
thrilled she was to meet with Natan and 
Avital  Sharanksy  —   refuseniks  who  at  
extraordinary  personal  risk  and  sacrifice  
helped to spark and later ignite a global 
movement to free Soviet Jewry. Between 
1990 and 1997, Federation’s Operation 
Exodus campaign nationally raised $1 
billion to rapidly rescue and resettle more 
than one million Soviet Jews in Israel and 
North America. PS – Alma marched with 
others in our community on the National 
Mall in Washington during one of the 
largest marches in American history. That 
rally would become a turning point in this 
movement. 

She spoke about the unity of the 
Jewish world that resulted in the 
Operation Solomon rescue mission that 
took place in May 1991. The state of 
Israel, together with Jewish Federation 
of North America’s major partners on the 

ground  in  Ethiopia  —  the  Jewish  Agency  
for Israel and the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution  Committee  (JDC)  —  feared  
for the Ethiopian Jewish community’s 
safety when rebel forces threatened 
to overrun Mengistu Haile-Mariam’s 
Commmunist government.

What followed was one of the most 
dramatic rescue operations in Israel’s 
history. Over 34 hours and four minutes, 
34 Israeli cargo and passenger planes 
worked around the clock, airlifting 14,310 
Ethiopian Jews to Israel from Addis 
Ababa. Alma would have beamed having 
heard MK Sholomo Molla’s incredible life 
story that he credits to the work of the 
Federation system that saved his life. 
(see page 5)

Alma shared her excitement and pride 
that helped to raise nearly $1 million 
locally toward the capital campaign that 
would build the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington, America’s 
national institution for the documentation, 
study and interpretation of Holocaust 
history.  She  reflected  on  the  mixture  of  
raindrops and tears that fell the night of 
its dedication as she, Ed and others from 
our community donned their construction 
hats and toured the vast and important 
structure.

At home in Berks County, the JCC’s 
Lakin Early Education Center preschool 

bears  their  name,  and  as  the  first  female  
President of the Jewish Federation of 
Reading, she and Dan Tannenbaum, 
an executive director of the Federation, 
brokered a partnership with her alma 
mater, Albright College, that would 
establish the Holocaust Library and 
Resource Center on the campus.

Being Alma meant tireless service 
and  no   fanfare  —  certainly  no  pictures  
if she was expected to be in them. 
Accolades were not her style; but she 
was   not  without   opinion  —   thoughtful  
and at times, determined. But, no matter 
what she put her efforts behind, you could 
be sure that she was right by your side, 
working hand in hand with you and others 
to do great things.  

Alma considered herself privileged 
to have enjoyed so much of life. One of 
her favorite memories was crossing over 
into Jordan when the borders with Israel 
were reopened. “To think, she would 
reminisce; “that we along with other 
Federation mission-goers, met with King 
Hussein. Ed and I were so fortunate.”

Her family was her heart. She 
cons idered a  bet te r  wor ld ,  her 
responsibility  and  life  —  a  special  reward.  
I think those of us who knew Alma were 
the truly the fortunate ones.

Alma Lakin passed away Aug. 27 at 
the age of 82.

From the President’s Desk

Being Alma
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Looking forward to a great New Year

Federation mission to Israel begins Oct. 21

DON’T MISS OUT
Be sure to pick up the October 

Berks County Living

magazine featuring a special 
supplement produced by the 

Jewish Federation of Reading.
 

Special thanks to Campaign 
Co-Chairs Howard & Victoria 

Hafetz for spearheading the 
project, which raised $19,200 for 
Federation! See Page 7 for a list 

of advertisers and patrons.

Look for it at local retailers and 
libraries and at the Berks Encore 
Senior Expo Oct. 23 at BodyZone.

By Larry Rotenberg
Chairman

As we approach the 
Days of Awe, we stand 
shoulder to shoulder 
with our brothers and 
sisters in Israel.

L ibrar ies  have 
been filled about this 
topic, but here are just a few thoughts 
about this summer’s conflict; and a little 
bit of history is not out of place.

Less than a decade ago, the Israelis 
left Gaza. It took much muscle on the part 
of the Israeli authorities, to dislodge the 
settlers, and leave Gaza to the Gazans.

The hope was that Gaza would live in 

peace with Israel, and would become a 
model for what would eventually be the 
two state solution.

To make the prospect sweeter, twenty 
wealthy Jewish businessmen from the 
U.S. and Canada, donated $1 million 
apiece to leave the model farms for the 
Gazans, to give them a head start.

What happened?  About two days after 
the Israelis left, the Gazans destroyed the 
model farms. And sometime later, Hamas 
took over the government of Gaza.  
Instead of planting trees, and building 
a better life for the people, Hamas has 
expended all its resources to make life 
for the Israelis miserable.

The town of Sderot and the City 

of Ashdod, were targets of constant 
barrages of rockets from Gaza.  These 
rockets, supplied by Iran, now reach as 
far as Haifa, Jerusalem and Tel Aviv.

What was Israel to do?  How much is 
enough.  When must a sovereign nation 
act on its responsibility to protect its 
citizens?  The answer is rhetorical.

The  press  ta lks  a  lo t  about 
“proportionality”.  There are too many 
Palestinians killed, and not enough Jews.  
How many dead Jews is enough?

Apparently, in many capitals in 
Europe, this latest conflict has unleashed 
some pretty ugly anti-Semitic rants,  
under the guise of being anti-Israeli.  We 
have had the privilege for God’s sake, of 

crowds shouting obscene things in Berlin.  
You would think that the people in that 
city would at least have the good grace 
of remaining silent.

Do we agree with everything Israel 
does? Of course not. But Israel is part of 
our family, and when it hurts, we all must 
share the pain.

We love America, and we are proud 
to be citizens of this great country.  And 
many of us have served this country in 
time of war, and peace.  But like all ethnic 
groups, we take pride in our culture, 
and history, the cradle of which is in that 
tiny little land, which we also love, and 
will continue to protect by every means 
possible.

Moving forward toward a better future

Political Advertising
 in Shalom

Standards of Acceptability
Shalom reserves the right to accept political and advocacy 

advertising from organizations provided they meet the follow-
ing criteria:
• Groups or individuals placing the ad are clearly identified.
• Political ads are paid in advance of publication
• Direct quotes contained in ads are properly sourced and 
attributed.
• The publisher reserves the right to identify as “Paid Adver-
tising” any advertisement that could be construed or viewed 
as editorial content.

Neither Shalom nor its publisher, The Jewish Federation 
of Reading, endorses any political party or candidate. 
Publication of political or advocacy advertisements should 
not be construed as an endorsement.

By Paul L. Landry
Predicting the future 

can be a remarkably 
inaccurate activity.  
And the longer into 
the future you predict, 
the more inaccurate it 
gets. Even with all of 
their satellites and computers, weather 
forecasters can’t be accurate over more 
than a few days – and sometimes not 
even that long!

If you had talked with a member of 
the local Jewish community twenty years 
ago, you would never have guessed 
at the changes that have taken place.  
They have been substantial and continue 
to this day.  And they have driven the 
Federation and the JCC to change right 
along with them.  Both look very different 
than they did two decades ago.

But one thing didn’t change – both are 
still here and are serving the local and 
international Jewish community!  The 

needs are different – but we are still here 
to meet them.

That is partly because previous 
generations of Jews took steps to ensure 
that the Federation would have the 
financial ability to meet those changing 
needs.  One way they did that was by 
including bequests to the Federation 
in their wills.  Those dollars helped to 
meet the needs of their children’s and 
grandchildren’s generations.  They 
helped secure their descendant’s future 
even when they didn’t know exactly what 
that future would bring.

Now it’s your turn.  Secure your 
descendants’ futures by including a 
bequest to the Federation in your will.  
It’s easy!  You can leave an unrestricted 
bequest or direct it to a specific area of 
need.  For help with just how to arrange 
your bequest, please contact me, 
Paul Landry (610-921-0624 or paull@
jfreading.org).  All contacts are entirely 
without obligation and are completely 

confidential.  I can provide you with the 
information you will need to allow your 
attorney to make your bequest the most 
useful it can be.

When you do you’ll be able to predict 
a bit of the future – that the Federation 
will be here for your children and 
grandchildren! 

A bequest can help secure your future

Innovative services provided to
homeowners and business owners

for over 80 years.

• General Pest Control • Termite Control

• Bed Bug Control  • Bird Control

• Bioremediation  • Vegetation Management

610-372-4500
www.jcehrlich.com
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Country Meadows offers services and housing without regard to race, color, religion, 
disability, marital status, ancestry, national origin, sexual orientation or gender.

PMS 118 PMS 119 PMS 3435

Independent Living  |  Personal Care  |  Memory Care  |  Restorative Care

1800 Tulpehocken Road, Wyomissing (close to Rte 422 & US 222) • 610-374-3122

For years, Matt could see his parents struggling to get 
up the steps and do simple maintenance on their 
home, but couldn’t seem to convince them that there 
was a better way to live.

So Matt asked us for advice. We gave him tips on how 
to approach the subject of change and then worked out a plan for an easier 
transition than any of them had imagined. Now their disagreements are 
what they should be, like if the Pirates™ or Phillies™ will make the playoffs 
this year.

From independent living and personal care to rehabilitation services and 
specialized memory care, we have many solutions to help your loved 
ones—all on a vibrant campus with activities, social events and 
individualized services.

Call us to find out how we can help,  
or learn more at CountryMeadows.com. 

“Finally we realized 
that while change is hard, 

not changing is even harder.”

Serving Seniors 
in Berks County for  
over 25 years

ShalomBerks_Change is Hard_5x8.indd   1 2/11/14   4:34 PM

By Tammy Mitgang
Federation President Bill Franklin 

and former President Tammy Mitgang 
joined 600 national Jewish leaders in 
Washington July 29 in a show of unity 
with Israel. Fifty North American Jewish 
Federations and community relations 
councils and members of the Conference 
of Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations packed the National Press 
Club for a two-hour meeting. 

National Security Adviser Susan Rice, 
Israeli Ambassador Ron Dermer and 
House Speaker John Boehner and other 
congressional leaders shared words of 
friendship and unity between the United 
States and Israel. Canada’s deputy 
ambassador to the US said his country 
stands unequivocally with Israel and its 
struggle against Hamas.

The speakers — Republican and 
Democratic lawmakers, described Hamas 
as a terrorist organization, reconfirmed 
Israel’s right to defend itself and called 
for the demilitarization of Gaza.

To further the message of unity among 
American Jews, rabbis representing the 
Orthodox, Conservative and Reform 
movements stood together in solidarity 
at the event.

There is no moral equivalency 
between Hamas and Israel, many of the 
speakers said. Presidents Conference 

Executive Vice Chairman/CEO Malcolm 
Hoenlein said an attack on Israel is not 
just an attack on the Israeli people, but 
also an attack “on the Jewish people 
around the world.”

Some speakers told of their personal 
experiences in Israel. Recalling a 
bipartisan trip he had taken to Israel as 
a member of the California Assembly, 
Rep. Kevin McCarthy, who that same 
week became House majority leader, 
remembered meeting a family whose 
children were the same age as his. 
While his children played with Monopoly 
and Candy Land board games, “in their 
house, they played a board game to 

tell them where to go when a rocket 
came. No child should live like that, “ the 
Republican said. “We would never allow 
two-thirds of our country population to go 
to a bomb shelter, we would never allow 
tunnels to come into our country without 
being destroyed,” McCarthy said. 

Other guest speakers noted that when 
Israel pulled out of Gaza in 2005, Hamas 
could have built up the Palestinian 
infrastructure.

“Rather than helping the Palestinian 
people under its control, Hamas decided, 
‘no we’re going to be an instrument 
of weapons,” said Rep. Ileana Ros-
Lehitinen, R-Fla, who commended Israel 

for its restraint against Hamas. “The U.S. 
would not have shown the restraint that 
Israel has shown.”

Kenneth Bialkin, a former chairman 
of the Conference of Presidents, noted 
that Israel and the U.S. are “fighting the 
same long war against terrorism,” while 
Hoenlein urged the Jewish leaders to 
become ambassadors of truth in fighting 
the distortions and misrepresentations 
about the conflict, why Israel was forced 
to act to protect their citizens and the 
common stakes of American and Israel 
in the war again terror.

“Hamas exists to kill,” Koenlein said, 
“Israel sometimes has to kill to exist.”

National Jewish leaders gather in solidarity with Israel

Israeli Ambassador Ron Dermer House Speaker John Boehner National Security Adviser Susan Rice

Pennsylvania state legislators led by 
Sen. Andrew Dinniman, D-Chester, and 
Representative Paul Clymer, R-Bucks, 
signaled their bipartisan support for 
Israel this summer, according to the 
Pennsylvania Jewish Coalition, which 
represents our community in Harrisburg.

Nearly half the members of the 

Pennsylvania General Assembly signed 
a letter pledging support to Israel in 
the conflict in Gaza. Ninety-nine of the 
203 state representatives and 27 of 50 
senators put their names on the letter to 
Ron Dermer, Israel’s ambassador to the 
United States.

Signatories include House Republican 

leader Mike Turzai, Senate Democratic 
leader Jay Costa and Senate President 
Pro Tem Joe Scarnati.

The letter stated, in part:
“The nation of Israel has on numerous 

occasions initiated peace overtures 
with its leading protagonist, the Hamas/

Palestine government, unfortunately, 
to no avail. To protect itself from the 
unwarranted missile attacks by the 
Hamas/Palestine government, in recent 
days, Israel has no choice but to defend 
itself by moving its ground forces into the 
Gaza Strip.”

State lawmakers sign letter in support of  Israeli defense
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www.readingjewishcommunity.org
Jewish Federation of Reading
PO Box 14925, Reading PA  19612
610-921-0624

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE. 
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

I want to help Federation make wishes come true this year. Here’s my tax-deductible gift to support Jewish Federation of Reading’s
2014 Annual Campaign and make a world of difference both near my own home and beyond: 

Name_____________________________________________ Address_______________________________________________________________
$___________amount enclosed Checks payable to Jewish Federation of Reading
Credit Card: ___Discover ___Mastercard ___Visa Card #____________________________________________ Exp. date______ Security Code_____
Name on Card:____________________________________________              Signature__________________________________________________ 

Please detach and return with payment to Jewish Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading PA 19612

FEED THE HUNGRY.
GIVE HOPE TO THOUSANDS.

SECURE THE FUTURE.
BEFORE 
YOU 
FINISH
BREAKFAST.
It only takes a few minutes to change lives in our community and around the world. Food banks for the needy, care 
for seniors, Israel experiences for the young — these are just some of the solutions Federation supports with heart, 
innovation and decades of knowing what works. Seize the moment: Donate. Volunteer. Get involved. 
Your link to getting started: JewishFederations.org
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When this summer’s conflict with 
Hamas began, the Jewish Federations of 
North America conferred with the Israeli 
government and agreed to fund $30 
million in relief efforts.JFNA conferred 
with the government and its “on the 
ground” partners including JDC, JAFI 
and others to create a program that 
would meet short, medium and long-term 
needs.  The Committee has distributed 
the following draft of a three-stage 
strategy.

Phase I: Active Conflict
The Allocations Committee already 

has approved three rounds of funding, 
each specifically designated to support 
immediate and urgent needs while 
the conflict was taking place.  As live 
conflict ends, Phase I will conclude. A 
large part of Phase I includes respite 
care for children in the areas most often 
affected by missile attacks. JAFI has 
been running respite programs, funded 
by the campaign, for 15,000 Israeli 
children each day. The programs take 
them to camps in quieter areas where 
they can receive counselling, play and 
just be children for the day.

Phase II: Immediate Recovery
for Israel’s South

Phase II will take place between the 
formal cessation of violence and the end 
of this Jewish year (late September).  
With a concerted focus on the recovery of 
the South, Federation support will focus 
on programs, interventions and initiatives 
that address four main areas:

1. T r a u m a  s u p p o r t  a n d 
psychological counseling

2. Restoring hope, optimism and 
sense of normalcy to the communities 
most severely affected

3. Providing respite for first-line 
responders

4. Economic recovery.
It is important to note that a portion 

of Phase II will take place before the 
new school year begins and that most 
activities will take place during the 
summer vacation period before children, 
and consequently their families, return to 
their formal frameworks.

Phase III: Long Term National 
Recovery

Phase III will commence with the 
new Jewish year. Funds will continue to 
support relief efforts in the South while 
expanding the purview of assistance to 
other areas of the country.  During Phase 
III, four main areas will be addressed:

1. Ongoing trauma support
2. Community resilience
3. Training for first-line responders
4. Emergency preparedness at the 

communal and organizational levels.
In addition to these four main areas, 

we will continue to support the Fund 
for the Victims of Terror and will work 
closely with anchor institutions to ensure 
key infrastructure is bolstered, including 
hospitals and institutions of higher 
education. Funds will be allocated for 
an evaluation of JFNA’s emergency 
response, the outcomes of which will 
be instrumental in reacting to future 
emergency activities.

Lessons for the future
In many ways, Israel was ready for 

Operation Protective Edge based on the 
preparedness efforts that have taken place 
throughout the country through the years. 
However, a unique set of circumstances 
has emerged. These include:

• Tunnel Threat:  For communities 
in close proximity to the Gaza border, 
terror tunnels present significant new 
issues for psychological recovery and 
the restoration of a sense of security.

• Longer Range Rockets and 
Higher Volume of Rockets and Sirens:  
More Israelis were personally affected 
by this summer’s events; the majority of 
Israel became the frontline.

• Fewer Casualties and less 
Physical Damage: While material 
damage is less than in previous conflicts 
(i.e., the Second Lebanon War) thanks 
in large part to Iron Dome, psychological 
damage is significant; and the loss of 64 
soldiers in less than a month’s time has 
created a clear sense of national trauma.

• Existential Threat: The conflict 
has exacerbated a growing concern 
about national survival.

• Suspension of Air Travel:  The 
FAA’s ban on flights to Israel created a 
sense of isolation and may have long-
term effects on tourism and the economy.

• Fissures in Israeli Society: 
Events over the past two months in Israel 
have underscored the significant rifts that 
exist between the left and the right, Jews 
and Arabs, as well as other groups.

• Unity and Support; In contrast to 
the rifts described above, near consensus 
of support for Operation Protective Edge 
and a strong sense of national unity have 
emerged across all sectors of Israeli society.

• Global Anti-Semitism and Anti-
Israel Sentiment: Israel’s standing 
internationally may be impacted based 
on the media’s portrayal of events that 
unfolded during Operation Protective 
Edge.The needs of Jewish communities 
worldwide may newly come into play.

• Lone Soldiers:  The loss of three 
lone soldiers (two Americans and one 
French soldier) has brought new levels 
of attention to this population.

• Improvements in Preparedness;   
A long-term perspective must include 
increased preparedness for Israel’s south, 
as well as a renewed focus on preparedness 
in other areas of the country.

Jewish Federations to fund relief  efforts in Israel

2014 Shalom Contributors
We wish to thank the following members of our community for their generous support of Shalom:

PATRON $155 AND OVER
 Glenn and Gaye Corbin     Richard and Carmen Fisher
 Tali and Don Fox      Susan and Michael Fromm
 Dena and Vic Hammel     Jeff and Lisa Nemeroff
 Dr. Joel and Lisa Sokoloff     Rosalye L. Yashek

SPONSOR $115 - $154
 Lynn and Dick Gordon     Paul and Roberta Kozloff
 Seth S. Gross and Lisa Zimmerman    Robert T. Ullman
     Richard and Kathleen Roeberg

DONOR $75 - $114
 Esther and Sid Bratt      Barbara and Bernie Fromm
 Hilde Gernsheimer      Ivan H. Gordon
 Radene Gordon-Beck     Barbara Singer
 M. Robert and Kaye Ullman    Andy and Laurie Waxler
     Missy and Allen Zimmerman

SUPPORTER $36 - $74
 Ellen and Don Abramson     Jackye and Jim Barrer
 Harriet Baskin      Shirley K. Boscov
 Randi and Walter Brandt     Dr. C. Harold Cohn
 Judy Copeland      Ollie Davis
 Sara Dobb-Silverman     Driben Family
 Egolf Family       Marc and Marcia Filstein
 Sandra Fishman      Samuel and Sarah Flamholz
 Anzie & Edward Golden     Jane E. Goodman
 Debbie Goodman and John Moyer    Dr. David and Vicki Graff
 Marcia Gross       Haas Family
 Rosalind Hyman      Phyllis Jacoby
 Betsy and Alvin Katz     Robert and Shirley Kauffman
 David Kay       Nan Kurlancheek
 Judith Kraines and Neil Hoffman    Gary and Sheila Lattin
 Ben and Michele Leisawitz     Alan and Lisa Levine
 Mervin and Gladys Lewis     Haia and Meir Mazuz
 Rabbi Yosef and Chana Lipsker    Edith Mendelsohn
 Bernard and Toby Mendelsohn    Frances Mendelsohn
 Jay Moyer       Hope Parkin
 Edna C. Pollak      Prudence Precourt
 Barbara Ripple      Michael and Linda Roeberg
 Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig    Dr. Sandra K. Rowan
 Judy Sager       Roger Schein
 Judy and Jim Schwank     Harvey and Renee Seidel
 Barbara Silverberg      Jonathan and Jan Simon
 Fred and Julie Singer      Helene and Henry Singer
 Jill Skaist       Mark and Tracy Weiss
 Carolyn Vella and John McGonagle    Marietta Weitz

OTHER
 Anneliese Bateman    David and Barbara Bender  Ron and Judy Citron 
 Sue and Rich D’Angelo  Sorrell and Donna Eisenberg  S. Marcia Eligman
 Ethel Engel    Ruth Isenberg   Nancy Knoblauch
 Valerian and Svetlana Popov Janine Schneider-Ure  Florence and Marvin Segal
 Daniel Sherman        Irene Sileski   
 George and Marlene Weiss Norman and Rita Wilikofsky  Sylvia Wenger



September 2014 SHALOM Page 7

Obituaries
Rose Sarachek, 95, formerly of 

Reading.  Rose passed away at the 
Jewish Home of Greater Harrisburg. 
Rose taught 1st -3rd grades in the 
Reading School District until her 
retirement in 1980.  She is survived 
by her brother Morris Sarachek and 
her seven nieces and nephews.

---
Sheila Rosenzweig ,  83, was 

married for 61 years to her husband 
D r.  L e o n a r d  R o s e n z w e i g  w h o 
survives her. Sheila graduated from 
Connecticut College and was an 
avid golfer and tennis player.  She 
and Len moved to the Highlands of 
Wyomissing in 2009 from Freeport, 
N.Y. She is also survived by two 

sons: Seth (Barbara) of Wyomissing 
and Andrew of Scottsdale, Ariz., 
and four grandchildren

---
Sylvia Sulman, 97, of Reading.  

She worked for more than 20 years 
i n  re ta i l  a t  Pomeroy ’s  and the 
Flemington outlet. She was an active 
member of  the JCC Fr iendship 
C i r c l e  a n d  S h o m r e i  H a b r i t h 
Synagogue and i ts  S is terhood.  
She en joyed t rave l ing  and the 
company of  f r iends and fami ly.  
She is survived by son Bernard 
(Rosemarie) of Connecticut and 
daughter Renee (Joseph Natale) of 
Reading and six grandchildren, 10 
great-grandchildren and one great-
great grandchild.

Community News

Andrew Oppenheimer, son of 
Richard Oppenheimer and the late 
Megan Oppenheimer, and grandson of 
Robert and Yvonne Oppenheimer, and 
great grandson of Miriam Oppenheimer) 
married Susan J. Kirby in Beaver 
Creek, Colo., at the Beaver Creek 
Interfaith mountain Chapel. The couple 
honeymooned in Hawaii and will reside 
in Chicago, where Andrew is an attorney 
with Vedder Price, PC and Susan is an 
RN in the Neonatal Intensive Care Unit 
at Northwestern Memorial Hospital.

***
Congratulations to Gayle and Mike 

Kastenbaum on the wedding of their son 
Isaac to Allie Mansueto in N.Y. in August.

***
Herb Schneider’s son-in-law Doug 

Nagle was chosen school counselor 
of the year for the state of Ohio and for 
the 16 states that compiles the Eastern 
Region of the U.S. Doug is also one of the 
five finalists for the whole United States.  
The winner will be chosen in November 
in Nashville.

***
Sylvia Wenger’s granddaughter Tara 

Werner is engaged to Tal Singer of Tel 

Aviv, Israel. They will be married in May 
in Tel Aviv.

Until next time: Shalom!
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Community News

Lucy  Suzanne  Knoblauch 
Zeidman, 96, Wyomissing.

Surviving are a son, Bruce F., 
husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman, of 
Shillington; a brother, Harry Knoblauch, 
husband of Edith Knoblauch, of Reading; 
a sister, Ruth Balis of Wyomissing; and 
several nieces and nephews.

---
Irene S. Zeidman, 62, Wyomissing.  

She is survived by her brother Bruce 
F., husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman 
of Shillington.

 ---
Robert Berger, 54, Reading.
He was the former spouse of Lea 

Berger, Reading. He is survived by 
two daughters, Molly R. Berger, State 
College, and Bethany S. Berger, 
Reading; and one brother, Dr. Barry M. 
Berger, husband of Kathleen A. Vieweg, 
Boston, Mass.

---
 David Moyer, 85, Reading.
 He is survived by his wife, Marjorie 

L. (Sulman) Moyer.  He is also survived 
by his daughters, Aileen D., widow 
of Neal H. Endy, of Pennside, and E. 
Roxanne, wife of Les Walker, of Batavia 
Ohio; sons, Stan B. , husband of Kristine 
K. Moyer, of Sinking Spring and Jay 
H., husband of Margaret R. Moyer, of 
Muhlenberg Township.  Other survivors 
are grandchildren: Brett A. Endy, Chad 
M. Endy and Elizabeth K. Moyer; and 
great-grandchildren, Carson N., Logan 
C., Ardyn N. and Ava L. Endy

---
Shirley Robinson of B’nai B’rith 

Apartments. Survived by her Friendship 
Circle friends.

 ---
 Louis Malamud, 95, formerly 

of Temple.  He is survived by a son, 
Mitchel, husband of Laura Malamud, 
of Las Vegas; grandchildren Barry 
husband of Johna Malamud, Deborah 
Babbit-Malamud and Sheri Malamud; 
and great-grandchildren: Jessy Babbit, 
Carly Malmud and Ian Malamud.

Obituaries

By Joan G. Friedman
Congratulations to Korey Blanck  

and to Edith Blanck on the birth of 
their new granddaughter  and great-
granddaughter!

 ***
Mazel Tov to the Bluestone Family: 

To David and Marianna on their new 
daughter and to grandparents Eric and 
Marissa.

  ***
Congratulations to Charles and 

Brenda Diamond on the engagement 
of their son Brett and to grandfather Al 
Diamond.

***
Mazel Tov to Rosalind Hyman and 

her daughter, Attorney.Cathy Hyman 

Badal, who has received the honor of 
being chosen as the Child Advocate of 
the Year for the State of Pennsylvania.

***
Best wishes to our Berks County 

athletes competing in the 2010 Maccabi 
Games:

Emily & Jared Baksic, swimming
Andrew Blickle, basketball
Matthew Eisenberg, swimming
Hannah and Alexis Glassmire, 

swimming
Brandon Missan, soccer

Until next time: Shalom!
[Email all your simcha news to joan@

friedman.net]

All Around the Town_________

 I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea!
We hear this again and again from residents of The Highlands.

• People are so friendly.
• There’s so much for me to do.
• I love the independence and

privacy at The Highlands.
• I don’t worry about my future.
• Dining is like a fine restaurant.
• My kids are so glad I’m here.
• I feel like I’m at a resort.
• This was a smart and valuable

financial decision.
• They do things first class.
• I wish I’d moved here sooner.
• I love it here!

Come tour The Highlands.
Find out first hand why it is the best place for

retirement living.

EQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T Y

If you’re exploring options and choices
for your retirement years, be sure to call
us for a tour.  You too can be a part of
this wonderful lifestyle.  We have every-
thing from a studio apartment to gracious
cottages.  We would love to meet you
and answer your questions.

Call for lunch and a tour today.
�10-775-2300

www.thehighlands.org

Shalom Newspaper (Joan Friedman)
5” (2 col.) x 7”

Questions?
Contact Jodi Gibble, Marketing Director

The Highlands at Wyomissing
2000 Cambridge Ave., Wyomissing, PA 19�10

�10-288-3405

You’ve worked hard to accumulate your wealth. 

Trust it to someone who will work even harder to 

grow your assets and provide you with peace of mind 

as you plan for the future. From financial planning and 

investment management to custom credit solutions, 

deposit products and more. Clermont Wealth Strategies 

– personal, focused and highly confidential.

Financial Planning

Custom Credit Solutions

Wealth Preservation & Transfer Services

Comprehensive Investment Management

Bank Deposit & Convenience Products 

Retirement Planning

CLERMONT WEALTH STRATEGIES
A T

1.866.332.8393
clermontwealth.com

Securities and Insurance Products:
Not FDIC-Insured • Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency
No Financial Institution Guarantee • May lose value • Not a deposit

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Images from
Yemin Orde

Area resident and recent college 
graduate Jessica Flamholz sent us 
these pictures from her recent visit 
to Yemin Orde, an Israeli village 
for children and youth supported 

by our Federation. 

KEEP UP WITH THE COMMUNITY
Visit www.readingjewishcommunity.org

610-775-2300 • www.thehighlands.org 
2000 Cambridge Ave • Wyomissing, PA

Residential Living  |  Personal Care  |  Nursing Care

Becoming a Future Resident has never been easier or more 
fun. Just make a $1,500 deposit and you can start enjoying the 
many programs and amenities we offer! The deposit is fully 
refundable at any time, for any reason...it simply assures you a 
place until you’re ready!

When You Join the Future Residents Club at The Highlands.

Among the Rewards of Membership:

A member of Reading Health System

• Priority selection of residence

• Priority access to health services

• Two complimentary meals per 
person/per year

• Invitations to special events

• Use of Fitness Center and indoor pool

• Use of on-site catering and banquet 
rooms

Planning for Retirement Living Has More   

                   Advantages Than You Think...

Pediatric and Adult Patients 
Treating Ear, Nose,  

Throat Problems, Thyroid Nodules,  
Neck Masses & Sinusitis

Physicians: 
James P. Restrepo, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
Charles K. Lutz, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

Jeffrey S. Driben, M.D., F.A.C.S.

Nurse Practitioner: 
Rosemarie Montgomery

MS, CRNP, FNP-C

Audiologists: 
 

Kathleen D. Vivaldi, AuD, FAAA 
Melanie A. Appler, AuD, FAAA

Matthew R. Bonsall, AuD, FAAA

Hearing and Balance Disorders  
State of the Art Hearing Aid Fittings  

In House Hearing Aid Repairs

985 Berkshire Blvd., Wyomissing  
610-374-5599 • www.ent-hns.net

“Misa ’s  Fugue, ”  a  Ho locaust 
documentary produced by Fleetwood 
High School students with support from 
Berks County’s Jewish community, 
received Mid-Atlantic Emmy nominations 
in the documentary and writing categories.

The film weaves art, music, history 
and technology with emotion and in-
spiration, telling the extraordinary story 
of Holocaust survivor Frank “Misa” 
Grunwald through a lens focused, in 
part, by more than 200 students and 
10 of their teachers at Fleetwood. 
The group had the support of three 
independent filmmaking professionals 
and five international organizations. In 
a time when arts education is on the 
chopping block across the nation, this 
film not only tells an important story about 
the Holocaust but also demonstrates the 
importance of arts in our schools.

Since its premiere in April 2012 
the film has been shown around the 
world, including official screenings in 
Australia, Canada and for the staff and 
volunteers of the United States Holocaust 
Memorial Museum. It has caught the 
eye of numerous film festival selection 
committees. Last year it was named Best 
Documentary at the Zagreb (Croatia) 
Jewish Film Festival. It has also garnered 
five Telly Awards, a Communicator 
Award and has caught the eye of major 
Hollywood brass.

Grunwald, now 81 and living in 
Fishers, Ind., was one of fewer than 300 
children to escape death from the “camp-
ghetto” at Terezin (or Theresienstadt) in 
the Czech Republic, a facility used by the 
Nazis as a tool of deception.

“Misa’s Fugue” began in June 2010 
with Gaston’s introduction to Grunwald 
at the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum Belfer “Next Step” Conference 
in Indianapolis, IN.  From that moment, 
Gaston has been all in.

Gaston called his then-colleague 

USHMM teacher fellow and 10th year 
social studies teacher Jennifer Goss.  
He pitched the idea and asked her to 
help him produce the film, placing her 
in charge of procuring the initial funding.

“The entire film has been community 
funded,” she said. “The initial donation 
came from the Jewish Federation of 
Reading. Other community groups and 
individual donors came on board and 
helped to bring this project to life.”

The project took off and grew in ways 
that the pair hadn’t imagined.

 “It has consumed every spare second 
of our lives for nearly three years,” said 
Goss, who now teaches in Staunton, Va. 
“It’s become just so much more than a 
simple film. And now, hearing that we 
received two Emmy nominations is simply 
surreal.  When we began this project, it 
was about making a film and getting 500 
copies out to teachers around the country. 
Awards and film festivals were not part of 
the initial plan and to end up here, four 
years later is a true privilege.”  

Gaston, now a USHMM teacher 
fellow himself, directed the project 
and served as producer and as one 
of the screenwriters.  Goss, a noted 
Holocaust educator, served as the film’s 
historical consultant and assisted with 
the screenwriting.  Zachary Houp, a 
Fleetwood English teacher, helmed the 
screenwriting portion of the production.

To-date, the team has distributed 3,000 
DVDs of “Misa’s Fugue” at nomi-nal costs to 
high schools, nonprofits and museums and 
to project donors.  Funding from backers 
such as the Jewish Federation of Reading, 
the Albright College Holocaust Resource 
Center, the Pennsylvania Holocaust 
Education Council, local synagogues and 
many anonymous donors are enabling that 
plan, as well as other education partnership 
projects.

For more information on the film, 
please visit www.misasfugue.com.

‘Misa’s Fugue’ nominated for 2 Emmys
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Congregational News

 
Selichot 
Saturday, September 20, 2014 
 Selichot Service 8:00 p.m. 

At Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom
555 Warwick Drive
Wyomissing, PA 19610

Rosh Hashanah 
 Wednesday, September 24, 2014   
 Dinner 6:00 p.m. 
 Happy Birthday to the World Celebration 
 Evening Service 7:30 p.m.
 Thursday, September 25, 2014 
 Morning Service 9:00 a.m.
 Kiddush following services in  
 Sisterhood Hall

Tashlich 5:30 p.m.  
 at Reading Public Museum
 Mincha to follow 
  Friday, September 26, 2014 
 Morning Service 9:00 a.m. 
 Israeli Kiddush to follow services  
 Shabbat Shuvah 
  Saturday, September 27, 2014 
 Morning Service 9:30 a.m. 
 Kever Avot 
  Sunday, September 28, 2014 
 (At the Kesher Zion Cemetery) 
 Kever Avot/Memorial Service 10:30 a.m. 
 Erev Yom Kippur 
  Friday, October 3, 2014 
 Mincha 6:15 p.m. 
 Kol Nidre 6:30 p.m. 
  
 

 
Yom Kippur 
  Saturday, October 4, 2014 
 Morning Service 9:00 a.m. 
 Yizkor 10:30 a.m. 
 Congregation Study with  
 Rabbi Rachel Schwartz 4:30 p.m. 
 Mincha 5:30 p.m. 
 Neilah 6:30 p.m. 
 Maariv & Havdalah to follow 
 Shofar 7:30 p.m. 
 Communal Break the Fast to follow 
Sukkot
Thursday, October 9, 2014 
 Morning Service 9:30 a.m. 
 Lunch and Learn in the Sukkah 12:00 noon 
Friday, October 10, 2014 
 Morning Service 9:30 a.m. 
 Lunch and Learn in the Sukkah 12:00 noon 
Friday, October 10, 2014 
 Evening Service 6:00 p.m. 
 Dinner in the Sukkah 7:00 p.m. 

 Shemini Atzeret  
  Thursday, October 16, 2014 
 Morning Service 9:30 a.m. 
 Yizkor Recited 
 Simchat Torah 
  Thursday, October 16, 2014 
 Maariv and Hakafot 6:00 p.m. 
   Friday, October 17, 2014 
 Morning Service 9:30 a.m.  
 Kiddush lunch following services 

HIGH HOLY DAY 
SCHEDULE   
TISHRI 5775 

HIGH HOLIDAY PARKING 
Through the cooperation of the Reading Police Department, street parking during services on Rosh Hashanah, Thursday,  
September 25, 2014 (9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.) Friday, September 26, 2014 (9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.) and on Yom Kippur,  

Friday, October 3, 2014 (6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.) & Saturday, October 4, 2014 (9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.) will be  
permitted on the north side of the 1200 block of Hill Road (in addition to the south side), and on Constitution Blvd.  

(if necessary), locations where parking is normally prohibited. An officer will be provided to assist with parking.  
Tickets, however, will be issued if cars are parked in areas obstructing traffic flow  

and when complaints from public are received. 

Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom invites you to be our guest at High 
Holiday services.  Services will be led by Rabbi Brian Michelson and 
Student Cantor Jordan Shaner.    
 
From our vibrant Jewish traditions to our welcoming community, discover 
why we are so proud to be celebrating our 150th anniversary this year!  

Rosh Hashanah  
Erev Rosh Hashanah  
Date: Wednesday, September 24, 2014 
Time: 8:00pm, Oneg to follow 
 
Daytime Services         
Date: Thursday, September 25, 2104 
v  Morning Service at 10 am 
v  Family Service* at 4 pm 
v  Tashlich Service* at 5pm 

Yom Kippur 
Kol Nidre Service 
Date: Friday, October 3, 2104 
Time: 8:00pm 
 
Daytime Services 
Date: Saturday, October 4, 2014 
v  Morning Service at  9:30am  
v  Family Service* at 1:30pm 
v  Afternoon Service at 2:30pm 
v  Yizkor Memorial Service at 4:30pm 
v  Closing Service at 5:00pm 

Schedule of High Holiday Services, 2014 (5775) 

We’re saving a seat for you.	


Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom   
555 Warwick Drive, Wyomissing, PA 19610       610-375-6034  www.ohebsholom.org 

* Family service for children up to grade 3.  Babysitting available for other services. 

Registration is required by calling the Temple office (610 375-6034), by 
Friday, September 19th.  There is no fee to attend provided you have not 
been a member of another local synagogue within the past two years. 
  

LOCAL CONGREGATIONS AND SERVICE TIMES
CHABAD CENTER OF BERKS COUNTY (610) 921-0881

Saturday mornings: 9:30 a.m.; Friday evenings: 6:30 p.m.

KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE (610) 374-1763
Weekly services Saturdays: 9:30 a.m.; Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.

Friday Evening Service – Please call for service information
Babysitting available upon request with one week’s notice

REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM (610) 375-6034
Friday, Sept. 5, at 6 p.m.  Saturday, Sept. 20: Tot Shabbat, 10 a.m.

Fridays, Sept. 12, 19 and 26: 7:45 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHOMREI HABRITH

KESHER ZION

By Rabbi Brian Michelson
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom

How do we make 
our children, who will 
inherit  our worldly 
possess ions ,  ou r 
spiritual heirs as well?  
How do we transmit to 
them Jewish values?  
Since the first Jewish 
parents, the time of 
Abraham and Sarah, 
this has been an abiding concern. How 
can we ensure that the next generation 
will keep Judaism alive? As we prepare 
to welcome a New Jewish Year, I want 
to share a couple of ideas that, I believe, 
are part of the answer.

First, we must take our children, or 
grandchildren, to the synagogue with us.  
We must practice Judaism with them.  

We must observe the holidays with them.  
We must consciously and purposefully 
perform commandments with them. We 
don’t just need to do; we need to explain 
why we do. We must give them a faith, 
a commitment, and ideal to appreciate 
and to follow. We must show them what 
Judaism is. We must show them more 
than bagels and lox Judaism. We must 
be their examples. We all know that we 
can never expect our children to do what 
we won’t do.

Second, we must give our children 
the best Jewish education possible.  
This isn’t some new revelation. Every 
rabbi stresses the importance of Jewish 
education. In addition, we will continue 
to do so until every Jewish child receives 
a quality Jewish education. We have to 
make Jewish learning a priority and not 
something, that competes with soccer, 

field hockey, or baseball. We should be 
willing to be as interested in their religious 
education as we are in their secular 
education.

Third, we must cultivate in our children 
and in ourselves the willingness to make 
sacrifices for our beliefs and values.  
The Jews of previous generations, 
our ancestors, were willing to deny 
themselves not only comforts of life, 
but the necessities of life — even bread 
to eat — in order to make sure that 
the Synagogue and the institutions of 
the Jewish community could exist. We 
must help to make sure synagogues 
and community centers will be here 
for our children’s benefit and for future 
generations. We must commit to 
communal Tzedakah not just for the 
sexy causes, but to those places that will 
teach the next generation what Tzedakah 

is and why it is important.
Last, we must provide for our children 

and grandchildren a genuine Jewish 
atmosphere in which they will see other 
children — their friends and peers — 
studying and practicing Judaism. We 
must value the broader community 
while understanding and respecting 
the differences. We should celebrate 
in community, but not at the cost of our 
uniqueness or theology.  It must be a joint 
effort that is built on respect and mutually 
shared values.

“Train up a child in the way he should 
go, and even when he is old he will not 
depart from it.”  (Proverb 22:16) 

There are no guarantees in life; 
however, I do believe that if we follow 
these guidelines, we have a better 
chance of making our children our 
spiritual heirs. 

Passing on Judaism to the next generation

By Rabbi Yosef Lipsker
Chabad Center of Berks County

Often enough, the 
words of love and 
support, that we all 
contain within our 
arsenals are shared 
with those whom we 
do not feel close to. 
“Hope you have a 
great day!” Is smeared 
across a Facebook wall. “I love you!” 
shrieks another post. “You’re the best!” Is 
shouted at a celebrity we have never met.

True, the Torah speaks highly of 
loving. In fact, we are commanded to 
love others just as we love ourselves. But 
the love we share so freely with others, 
is that true love?

It may be easy to tell someone you 
love them, but how much do those words 
truly mean? Do you honestly love others 
like you love yourself? Do you even love 
yourself? Many people struggle even 
with the seemingly simple task of loving 
themselves.

The path to loving yourself begins 
with forgiveness. If I have sinned I am not 

worthy of self forgiveness. And if I cannot 
forgive myself, if I cannot take the path 
of true repentance, if I cannot go through 
the process of reaching within, to forgive 
the things that I have done, than I cannot 
truly forgive those who are around me.

By forgiving yourself you build a 
platform to forgive further, building a 
foundation.

When we find ourselves at the depths 
of a pit of negative emotions, it feels that 
there is no exit available to us. As we see 
the mess we have created for ourselves, 
we cannot fathom the fight it will take 
to build a mountain of hope. And if we 
are not climbing upwards, the hole gets 
deeper, weighed down by our sorrows. 
And as the hole deepens, the light at the 
opening grows further away.

The turning point  f rom fal l ing 
ever deeper, to moving upwards, to 

a place of forgiveness and strength, 
comes from within. The moment of 
recognition, that changing our destiny 
lies entirely within ourselves, is the 
moment that we begin the journey of 
return, teshuva.

Do not forget who you really are. 
There is a fire within us, a fire that propels 
us to be, it is the fire of G-d. At the very 
essence of your being, you each have a 
spark of G-d.

And that is the path to forgiveness. 
Recognizing that G-d is within us at 
all times, and that He has given us 
the power to be great, and to excel, 
and to take control or ourselves and 
our lives.

Wishing you and all yours a happy, 
healthy and sweet New Year ahead from 
Chana, myself and the family.

Forgiving yourself  first step toward fulfillment
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2014 RUMMAGE SALE 
   SUNDAY SEPTEMBER 14TH & 
MONDAY SEPTEMBER 15TH 

             9:00AM TO 3:00PM 

We have it and it’s cheap!  For women, men and children and for the 

home.  Collectables galore plus so much more!  Don’t miss out! 

CHILDREN’S TOYS, FURNITURE, 

HALLOWEEN COSTUMES AND CLOTHES 

BOOKS & VIDEOS 

SUITS, COATS, SHOES, DRESSES, EVENING GOWNS 

HOUSEWARES, GARDEN EQUIPMENT 

KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE 

1245 PERKIOMEN AVENUE 

READING, PA 19602

	  

You are invited! 
 
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom invites you to join us for a 
Musical Shabbat and Wine & Cheese Oneg 
 
Date:  Friday, September 19, 2014 
Time:  7:00pm 
RSVP:  by Friday, September 12* 
 
Please join us as we celebrate Shabbat with Rabbi Brian Michelson and 
Student Cantor Jordan Shaner, as they lead a special service featuring 
the musical talents of our congregants.   
 
A special Oneg will follow the service, including wine, cheese, and child 
friendly treats. 
 
 
*RSVP is requested but not required.  Please call the office at 
610-375-6034 to help us plan accordingly.  Non-members are welcome! 

Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom   
555 Warwick Drive, Wyomissing, PA 19610  610-375-6034  www.ohebsholom.org 

High Holidays Schedule 

Erev Rosh Hashanah     Wednesday, Sept. 24         Elul 29,  5774 
Mincha Service    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  6:30 PM 
Light candles at  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   6:41 PM 
Ma’ariv Service  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   7:00 PM 
                                     
1st Day Rosh Hashanah     Thursday, Sept. 25      Tishrei 1, 5775 
Shacharit Service .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 9:00 AM 
Shofar Service .   .   .   .  .   .    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    11:00 AM 
     Light Kiddush following Service at approximately 1 PM 
Tashlich Service .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2:00 PM  
Mincha Service .   .   .   .   .   .   .  .   .   .   .   .    .   .   .   .   .   6: 30  PM 
Ma’ariv Service  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   7:15 PM 
Light candles after  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  7:37 PM 
                                     
2nd Day Rosh Hashanah    Friday, Sept. 26     Tishrei 2, 5775 
Shacharit Service   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   9:00 AM 
Shofar Service   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  11:00 AM 
    Light Kiddush following Service at approximately 1 PM 
Mincha/Ma’ariv Service    .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   6:30 PM 
Shabbat begins .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 6:37 PM 
 
Shabbat Shuvah              Saturday, Sept. 27         Tishrei 3, 5775 
Shacharit Service  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    9:30 AM 
Shabbat ends at   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  7:34 PM
                                     
Fast of Gedaliah           Sunday, Sept. 28        Tishrei 4, 5775 
(due to the fast of Gedaliah, normally observed on 3 Tishrei, falling out on Shabbat it is 

pushed off until Sunday, 4 Tishrei) 

Fast begins  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  5:37 AM 
Fast ends  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  7:19 PM
                                     
Erev Yom Kippur           Friday, Oct. 3            Tishrei 9, 5775 
Mincha Service.   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  3:00 PM 
Light candles at*.   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   6:26 PM 
Kol Nidrei.   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .  6:30 PM 
    *Candles may be lit at the synagogue for your convenience.
                                     
Yom Kippur           Shabbat, Oct. 4             Tishrei 10, 5775 
Shacharit Service  .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .    9:00 AM 
Yizkor.   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   11:30 AM 
Mincha Service .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   .   . 5:30 PM 
Neilah.  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  6:30 PM 
Yom Kippur Ends .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  7:23 PM 
 
                                    Break Fast at Synagogue  

This card is has been provided to you by 
Chabad Lubavitch of Berks County 

     Children (6-12 YRS ) - $11.00  
        Children Under 5- Free 
    Adults (Ages 13+)  - $22.00 

Reservations and Payment 
(check payable to Kesher Zion Synagogue) should be mailed to: 

KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE,1245 PERKIOMEN AVE. READING, PA  19602 
RESERVATIONS ACCOMPANIED BY CHECK (MADE OUT TO KESHER ZION) 

MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 15, 2014

NAME    ___________________________________

PHONE #___________________________________

   #ADULTS (ages 13+) ________  @ $22.00 =   ______ 
   #CHILDREN (6-12)   ________  @ $11.00 =   ______ 
   #CHILDREN (under 5)        FREE =   ______ 

     
TOTAL ENCLOSED =     $__________ 

MENU
ROUND HOLIDAY CHALLAH 

APPLES AND HONEY 
MATZAH BALL SOUP 

ROAST TURKEY 
MASHED POTATOES 

“PENNY SLICED CARROTS” 
JEWISH APPLE CAKE 

BIRTHDAY CAKE 

From: RCOS Office templeoffice@ohebsholom.org
Subject: Social Action Committee School Supply Drive

Date: August 6, 2014 at 11:42 AM
To:

(If$you$would$like$a$copy$of$the$full$flyer$sent$to$you$via$pdf,$just$reply$to$this$email$with$your$request.$$Thank$you!
$
 
 

Social Action Committee
School Supply Drive

 
 

It’s that time of year again! The Social Action Committee will be having a School
Supply Drive during the High Holidays. Please take
advantage of the great sales out there and consider

picking up some school
supplies to help benefit the Olivet Boys and Girls Club of Reading. Please, only new

supplies will be accepted.
More information to follow on drop off times. Thank you!

 
 

Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom
555 Warwick Drive

Wyomissing, PA 19610
610$375$6034
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If	  it’s	  between	  Uncle	  
Sam	  and	  the	  
Federation,	  guess	  
where	  the	  balance	  of	  
my	  IRA	  will	  go?	  
	  

With	  retirement	  assets	  being	  taxed	  at	  such	  a	  high	  rate,	  it	  might	  make	  sense	  to	  
plan	  on	  leaving	  them	  to	  charity	  and	  leaving	  other	  assets	  to	  your	  heirs.	  	  Talk	  to	  
your	  tax	  advisor	  or	  contact	  me,	  Paul	  Landry,	  610-‐921-‐0624	  or	  
paull@jfreading.org.	  	  All	  contacts	  are	  completely	  confidential.	  
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Cynthia & George Balchunas
and family

C. Harold Cohn, MD

Gaye & Glenn Corbin

Marc & Marcia Filstein

Tali & Don Fox

Ivan Gordon
Pat Grove

Karen Checkamian

Jerry Marcus

Susan & Mel Blum

Shirley K. Boscov

Esther & Sid Bratt
and family

Ethel Engel

Abramson Family

Randi, Walter and 
Alyssa Brant

Sue & Rich D’Angelo

Marcia Gross

Ruth Isenberg

Phyllis Jacoby

Jackye & Jim Barrer

Harriet Baskin

Anneliese Bateman

Barb & Dave Bender

Beth, Scott, Ben & 
Rebecca Cantor

Caster Family

Best wishes to the 
Reading Jewish 
Community

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.
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Radene Gordon-Beck

Lisa Zimmerman
Seth S. Gross

Judith Kraines & Neil Hoffman

Meir & Haia Mazuz and family

Bernie & Toby Mendelsohn
and family

Edith Mendelsohn

Arthur, Lori & Phyllis
Fischman

Richard & Carmen Fisher

Flamholz Family

Barbara & Bernie Fromm

Susan & Michael Fromm

Jane E. Goodman

Nancy Knoblauch

Elaine & Jerry Levine

Prue Precourt

Dr. Sandra Rowan

Florence & Marvin 
Segal

Barbara Silverberg

Scott, Susan, Ryan & 
Leah Egolf

Debbie Goodman
John Moyer

The Haas Family

Robin
Costenbader-Jacobson,
Certified Professsional Coach

Betsy & Alvin Katz 
and family

Judy Katz

May you have a sweet & 
prosperous New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.
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Jeffrey, Lisa,
Collin and Ruby Nemeroff

Lorri & Yoni Oziri

Barbara & Seth Rosenzweig

Fred, Julie, Isaac and Lilly Singer

Andy & Corinne Wernick

Lynn & Dick Gordon

Dena & Vic Hammel

Rosalind Hyman

Robert & Shirley
Kauffman

Edwin Lakin
Maralyn & Ken Lakin
and family

Ben, Michele, Leah
and Adam Leisawitz

Jonathan & Jan Simon 
and family

Marlene & George 
Weiss

Honey & Sy
 Youngerman

Debbie & Rick Zelnick

Eileen Kope

Kathleen Mohn

Lynn Salpeter

Norman & Rita
Wilikofsky

Meyer & Jane Weiner

Berna Sherman 
and family

Janine, Bruce, Aaron, 
JoJo and Lena Ure

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.
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Lisa, Alan, Emily
and Gabrielle Levine

Richard & Kathleen Roeberg 
and family

The Weiss Family
Mark, Tracy, Harry,
Max and Sam

Louise Zeidman
and family

Missy & Allen Zimmerman

Helaine & Peter Schiffman

Judy & Jim Schwank

The board and staff of 
the Jewish Federation of 
Reading wish everyone 
a healthy, happy and 

peaceful New Year for 5775

Fran Bendheim & Frank WolfRosalye Yashek
and family

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.
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By Anne Seltzer
Unless you l ive 

under a rock, you know 
about the tragic death  
of Robin Williams. Most 
of us have our favorite 
show or movie of his. I 
particularly loved “Mork 
and Mindy” and “Mrs. 
Doubtfire.” Since his death there has been 
much speculation about how such a funny 
guy could be so desperately unhappy 
that he felt the only answer was to take 
his own life.  

I read an article on how many 
comedians had a lousy childhood at 
home or were perhaps bullied or ignored 
by their peers. One day they found out 
by accident that something they said or 
did made people laugh, and they realized 
that that was their way of being accepted.  
After that it was only those very close to 
them who got to see the real person inside 
  — the person who cried, was scared, 

and felt pain. Often when the comedian 
tried to bare their sole to someone not in 
their intimate circle they were met with 
resistance. Most people preferred they 
stay in the “funny” role. Intimacy was too 
uncomfortable. After all, if they could be 
sad, what hope was there for the rest of 
us?

Depression has caused tremendous 
loss in my own family. My uncle, my 
father’s brother, took his life when I was 
about 6. He left behind three children — 
the youngest being around 2. I remember 
that summer vividly. My grandmother 
came from Florida and stayed with us for  
several weeks. Being that I was so young, 
I could not have possibly understood the 
tremendous loss in her life. How she 
could never be the same. After she left, 
we went on a vacation to the beach where 
my father spent hours by himself walking 
the sand and just wanting to be alone. I 
remember my mother being scared and 
telling my brother and me to quit fighting, 

that it was upsetting my father. That 
definitely scared us into submission. What 
if our father did it too? My aunt walked 
around in pajamas for weeks. It had a 
major effect on all three of their children 
in various ways. Robin Williams’ daughter 
cannot understand how someone so loved 
could feel so alone.  

Depression is not something easily 
understood by those who haven’t 
experienced it. The feeling of helplessness, 
fatigue, and aloneness even in a crowded 
room, are not something you can imagine 
if you haven’t experienced it. After my 
mother died I didn’t want to do anything 
but work on jigsaw puzzles. And sleep. I 
spent a few months doing this. When my 
father died I spent the summer planting 
a garden. When my brother passed 
away last year, well I still haven’t totally 
processed that. Today was one of those 
days I really felt his loss. His daughters 
are leaving for college and he isn’t there.

I found a recipe recently that Alan 

really likes, and I think my mom, dad, 
and brother would also approve.  It is for 
a peach custard pie and is adapted from 
a Martha Stewart recipe.

Peach Custard Pie
1 pie shell (homemade or store bought)

½ stick butter, melted
4 medium ripe peaches (about 1 1/3 pounds)
3 T. flour  2 large eggs
pinch of salt  ¾ c. sugar

Prebake pie shell and cool. Bring a pot 
of water to a boil. Cut an “x” in the bottom 
of the peaches. Drop the peaches into 
the boiling water and cook for one minute.  
Drain and put into an ice bath to cool.  Peel 
and slice the peaches.  Whisk together the 
eggs, sugar, butter, flour, and salt.  Pour 
into the cooled pie shell. Make a pattern 
on top of the custard with the peaches.  
Bake at 375° for 45 minutes to one hour, 
or until firm. Cool for one hour. Refrigerate 
for an hour (I don’t because then I would 
have to wait two hours to eat it.). Enjoy!

Depression is not funny

    BERKS CARDIOLOGISTS, LTD. 
        and Diagnostics Imaging Center 

                       2605 KEISER BLVD. 
WYOMISSING, PA  19610 
FOR AN APPOINTMENT, CALL 

(610) 685-8500 

Gary M. Lattin, MD   Hani H. Salha, MD 
Charles R. Minehart, MD  Rajendra H. Solanki, DO 
Meir Mazuz, MD   Ronald J. Polinsky, Jr., MD 
Guy N. Piegari, Jr., MD  Michael B. Russo, MD 
Frank Politzer, MD   Christopher B. Rogers, DO 
Louis Borgatta, MD   Troy W. Trayer, DO 
Mayank R. Modi, MD   Nicholas A. Rossi, DO 
Andrew R. Waxler, MD  

We are pleased to announce the 
addition of two more ‘happy campers’ to 
our list of Berks County Jewish students 
who are recipients of Student Camp and 
Education Awards, a Federation program 
that provides monetary awards to help 
support their participation in programs 
that nurture Jewish identity.

Marissa and Brandon Missan, both 
students at Wilson High School, attended 
URJ Camp Harlam in Kunkletown. They 
are the children of  Anne Missan, Sinking 
Spring and Paul Missan, Reading.

***

For more information on Student 
Camp and Education Awards, visit www.
ReadingJewish Community.org or call 
610-921-0624.

Brandon Missan Marissa Missan

More happy campers

New scarves, hats and gloves 
for men, women & children
Date Due: October 22, 2014

Jewish Family Service is collecting the above items for the 6th Annual People First 
Event helping at-risk and homeless families in Berks County. 

Please bring items to the JCC. Or send a check and we will shop for you. Send 
your check to us by October 22. Checks payable to Jewish Federation of Reading 
(note People First on check), PO Box 14925, Reading PA  19612.

6th People First 
Event Collection

COLLECTING:
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By Sari Incledon, M.Ed.
Aging Parent Fair

On Tuesday, 
Oct. 7, the Jewish 
Cul tura l  Center 
will host an Aging 
Parent Fair, for adult 
children seeking 
help, support and 
resources for their 
aging loved ones.  
Professionals from 
agencies and businesses that provide 
services to seniors will be at the JCC 
in a “health fair” format from 5 p.m. to 7 
p.m. to answer questions and provide 
information.

Almost a quarter of the American 
population is a member of the “sandwich 
generat ion,”  people having dual 
responsibilities of caring not only for 
their own children (and sometimes 
grandchildren) but also caring for aging 
or infirm parents. Some in the sandwich 
generation have the responsibility 
of helping adult children who return 
home after college (sometimes called 
boomerang kids) who may be unemployed 
or disabled, which can add to the burden 
of looking after aged parents.  According 
to some estimates the average American 
woman spends about 17 years raising 
children and about 18 years helping aging 

parents.
There are many challenges that 

members of the sandwich generation 
face.  Financial pressures affect both the 
aging parents, who may need assistance 
in carrying out daily functions, and their 
adult children, who may need time off 
from their jobs or help with managing 
their own family responsibilities.  Dividing 
time between children, work and civic 
responsibilities and aging parents is 
another challenge that can be very 
stressful.

The Aging Parent Fair is coordinated 
by Comfort Keepers and will feature 
representatives from the Berks County 
Area Agency on Aging, Berks Veteran 
Affairs, Berks  Encore, The Alzheimer’s 
Association and many other professionals 
who provide services to the aging 
population and their families. There is no 
charge for this program.

Advantage Care Cottage: 
A New Concept in Care

In August, Carole Robinson and I had 
the opportunity to tour an Advantage Care 
Cottage — a new concept in care for 
seniors who want to live in the community 
but are unable to live alone. Berks Visiting 
Nurses is already operating Care Cottages 
in Greenfields and Douglassville.  These 
cottages are single-family homes in 
attractive neighborhoods and are designed 

to blend into the fabric of the community. 
The purpose of the Cottages is to create 
an authentic, non-institutional environment 
for residents, with dinner around a kitchen 
table and meaningful relationships among 
three seniors who live there. Each resident 
receives the support he or she needs, 
including cooking, cleaning, bathing, 
housekeeping and personal care. In 
addition to living in an actual home 
environment, residents benefit from a 1:3 
care ratio at all times, 24/7 supervision and 
support, nursing oversight and benefit from 
the feeling of living in a home with friends 
in our community. For more information call 
either Sari Incledon or Carole Robinson at 
610-921-0624.

Jewish Federation Taxi Service
Helps Seniors and Disabled

Thanks to the generosity of donors to 
our Annual Campaign and to the United 
Way, the Jewish Federation has been 
able to operate a unique transportation 
program that serves seniors and disabled 
members of the Jewish community. 
Established in 1988, this program has 
been an asset to Jewish seniors for 26 
years. Communities across the country 
call us for information on how to replicate 
this invaluable program.

While many of you may already be 
familiar with this program, there may be 
newcomers to Reading who aren’t. Or 

perhaps you have heard of our program, 
but haven’t paid attention to it because 
transportation was not a concern for you.  
Over time things may have changed.  
Perhaps you now limit yourself to daytime 
driving or you are no longer able to drive.  
Maybe you know you are no longer a safe 
driver but can’t imagine an alternative way 
to get where you want to go. Or maybe 
you have a friend, neighbor or relative, 
who should limit or stop driving and is 
reluctant to do so.

Our system is run by the Jewish 
Federation in cooperation with Reading 
Metro Taxi. It is simple and relatively 
inexpensive to use.  Participants purchase 
a coupon book from the Federation 
for $20, and each book has 20 $3 
coupons. So each coupon book allows 
the participant $60 worth of taxi rides for 
$20. Participants use the coupons to pay 
for their rides. The tip is not included.

We are extremely proud of this 
relatively simple program that has 
provided so much to members of the 
Jewish community for over a quarter of 
a century. We are also grateful for the 
generosity of the Jewish community for 
caring about the needs of the elderly 
and the disabled in our community. If 
you would like more information about 
the Taxi Program please call the Jewish 
Federation at 610-921-0624.

Plenty of  valuable programs this fall
Jewish Family Service
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By Sari Incledon, M. Ed.
Thank you to Dave 

Walker for participating 
in our car donation 
program.  The proceeds 
from his auctioned car 
will help support our 
programs.  If you would 
like to learn more about 
this easy way to help 

JFS (and get a tax donation at the same 
time) call me at 610-921-0624 or go to 
www.charitableautoresources.com.

Each month our food bank serves more 
and more people.  (In March we served 
182 people in 62 households).  We could 
not provide this important service without 
dedicated volunteers.  Thank you to long-
time volunteers Karen Sherman and Norman 
Wilikofsky and to our new volunteers Jan 

Simon and VeeVee Scott.  We could not run 
the food bank without them.

On April 2 JFS sponsored a Seder at 
the Manor at Market Square. The Manor’s 
residents were joined by residents of 
Providence House and Friendship Circle 
seniors. Boscov’s provided a delicious meal, 
enjoyed by all.  A big thank you to baker 
extraordinaire Sheila Bornstein for furnishing 
participants with a vast array of gourmet 

Pesadich desserts. Thanks to Jeff Bornstein 
and Corinne Wernick for their assistance in 
serving the meal.  Generous contributions 
made in memory of Natalie Adelglass by 
family and friends underwrote the Seder.

Finally, thanks to the bakers of the 
Kesher Zion religious school and Temple 
Oheb Sholom’s sisterhood for providing us 
with hamentashen that were distributed to 
seniors in long term care residences.

Jewish Family Service

Living with Loss
Mondays, May 10 and 24, 3:00- 4:30 p.m.

For more information call Sari at 610-921-0624

Car donation helps sustain JFS programs
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Did you know the Hampton Inn Wyomissing is newly 
renovated? It’s true, when your family comes to town, 
why crowd your home? We have a heated indoor pool, 

complimentary hot breakfast, and a good night’s sleep on our 
famous Cloud 9 bed. Did you also know that we wash our 
comforters and pillows with every stay? Wouldn’t you want 

your loved ones here with us instead of worrying where you’ll 
find room? With the Hampton’s 100% guarantee

you can’t go wrong.
Hampton Inn Wyomissing

1800 Papermill Road, Wyomissing, PA 19560
610-374-8100

Meals • Housekeeping • Activities • Transportation 
 All-Inclusive Monthly Rent • No Buy-ins

803 Penn Street • Reading, PA 19601 
 www.manoratmarketsquare.com • 610-373-0800

Some patients require additional  
care after their hospital discharge. 

Planning ahead will make  
things easier for you after you leave. 
Learn about the services available 

for you or a loved one!

Please RSVP by calling 610-373-0800.

INDEPENDENT AND ASSISTED LIVING

What happens after  
a hospital stay?

Thursday, May 20 • 11:30 am
at Manor at Market Square

Join us for this informative seminar presented by

FREE parking in  
the Berks Encore  

parking lot  
located at 9th  

and Court Street.

Jewish Family Service Food Pantry Collection

We are serving more families 
each month! Please bring 

donations of canned tuna, soup, 
fruits and vegetables to 
Kesher Zion or the JCC.

Thank you!

    Seniors, let us treat you to  
  fun, food n’music at our annual... 

Fall Festival
   Wednesday, Sept 17 • 1-3pm

          ...with entertainment by “Just Us”

Meals • Housekeeping • Activities • Transportation 
ALL-INCLUSIVE MONTHLY RENT • NO BUY-INS

803 Penn Street, Reading, PA 19601 
www.manoratms.com • 610-373-0800

Please RSVP to Nicole  
at 610-790-1707 by Sept 14

Doors open at 12:45p

FREE parking in the  
Berks Encore parking lot  
at 9th and Court Streets
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By Sari Incledon, M. Ed.
We invite the entire 

community to attend a 
program Jewish Family 
Service is sponsoring: 
“What Every Family 
Needs to Know about 
A lcoho l  and Drug 
Abuse & Addiction: An 
Interactive Dialogue 
with David Rotenberg.”  
This program will be held Wednesday, 
April 28 at 7 p.m. at the JCC.

David is the executive director of 
Adolescent Youth Services at Caron 
Foundation, however his presentation 

will not be limited to issues dealing with 
adolescents.  Drug and alcohol abuse is 
a problem for all age groups, and we all 
need to know more about it.

In a recent article, “Overcoming 
Denial” (Na’amat Woman Winter 2009/10) 
Barbara Trainin Blank wrote: “Alcohol and 
chemical dependency don’t discriminate, 
affecting Jews and non-Jews alike, and 
women as much as men. Addiction 
and alcoholism can be found in every 
socioeconomic and religious segment of 
the Jewish community”.

An ar t ic le  on the JACS Web 
site (Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically 
Dependent Persons and Significant 

Others) provided the following statistics.  
According to Dr. Jay Holder, Medical 
Director and founder of the Exodus 
Treatment Center in Miami, chemical 
dependency is the number one secret 
in the Jewish community. Reportedly, 
up to 50 percent of patient populations 
in some residential treatment centers 
are Jews – as are 20 percent of those 
calling national drug hot lines (yet Jews 
comprise less than 3 percent of the U.S. 
population).  Chemical dependency is the 
third leading killer in the U.S.  It is also an 
unreported and/or unknown contributor 
to deaths caused by car accidents, heart 
attacks, suicides and strokes.

For  every  person who has a 
substance abuse problem, several 
others are affected.  Those affected 
may be spouses, parents, children, 
siblings, grandparents – all are hurt 
in different ways. What can we as a 
communal organization do to address 
the problem? Awareness is an important 
first step and we invite everyone in the 
community to share questions and 
concerns at our above mentioned 
program on April 28.

Our  program is  f ree ,  though 
reservations are requested. For more 
information, call Sari at 610-921-
0624.

Jewish Family Service

Enjoy Tax Benefits While Contributing to

Jewish Family Service Vehicle Donation Program

Call Sari at

610-921-0624 

or email
                               jfrsarii@comcast.net

Living with Loss
formerly Bereavement Group

Mondays, March � and 22, 3:00- 4:30 p.m.
For more information call Sari at 610-921-0624

Discussion of  addiction important to all
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BERKS ENCORE RECEIVES AWARDS

Congratulations to Berks Encore employees Carolyn Krebs 
and Martha Sitler for receiving one of the Social Security 

Administrations highest awards for their providing the public with 
information covering Social Security issues.  

Berks Encore enables older adults to achieve a better quality of 
life by providing a comprehensive program of services, referrals, 
education and advocacy.  For more information call Berks Encore 

at 610-374-3195 or visit them at www.Berksencorepa.org

BERKS ENCORE PROVIDES FREE TAX PREPARATION 
FROM TRAINED VOLUNTEERS

Was your household income less than $50,000 in 2009?  
Household income may be higher in some cases,

but call 610-374-3195 for more details.
Call today to schedule an appointment from now until April 15.

Berks Encore, 40 N. Ninth St., 610-374-3195

Jewish Family Service thanks
Dr. Jeffrey Blank D.D.S.

for providing professional services to our client.

Volunteer Opportunities Available – 
Jewish Family Service seeks volunteers to help our seniors

with grocery shopping and other errands.
If you have some time, call Sari or Carole at 610-921-0624.

Call Sari at 610-921-0624, 
e-mail sari@jfreading.org 

or go to
www.charitableautoresources.com

Living with Loss
Mondays, Sept. 8 and 29
3 - 4:30 p.m. at the JCC

For more information, call Sari at 610-921-0624

Jewish Family Service offering
help in choosing health plan

Medicare — Open enrollment is Oct. 15- Dec. 7
 

ACA (also known as Obamacare) —
Open enrollment is Nov.  15-- Feb. 15,

 
Phyllis Dessel, who formerly worked at the Berks 

County Area Office of Aging, is willing to
share her expertise and assist people who need help 

choosing a health insurance plan.

To make an appointment with Phyllis please call 
JFS at 610-921-0624.

We also need plastic and paper grocery bags!

A special thank you
JFS thanks the members of Reform Congregation Oheb 
Sholom Sisterhood for assisting Jewish Family Service 
clients at the RCOS Rummage Sale.  We appreciate your 

generosity and your kindness to our clients!
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Koresh Dance Company will be 
featured in the Miller Center for the Arts’ 
2014-2015 season with a performance 
Saturday, Oct. 18, at 7:30 p.m., along 
with several outreach activities benefiting 
Berks County youth and families. 

A favorite of Berks County audiences, 
Koresh Dance Company was founded in 
1991 by Israeli-born choreographer and 
artistic director Ronen (Roni) Koresh 
and is making its first appearance at the 
Miller Center.

The Reading Jewish community 
will enjoy exciting dance events on 
Sunday, Oct. 19, at 10:30 a.m. Members 
of the Koresh Dance Company will 
conduct two dance workshops at Reform 
Congregation Oheb Sholom. The 
workshops will run concurrently, with one 
for children (4-12) and another for adults 
(13+). Participants will learn Israeli folk 
dance infused with the Koresh signature 
contemporary dance style.

After showing a poignant video, 
artistic director Koresh will follow 
the workshops with a talk about how 
his Israeli roots have influenced his 
choreography.

The group’s local performance is 
presented in partnership with the Jewish 
Federation of Reading with additional 
funding from Jerome I. Marcus and 
the Rubin Family Fund of the Jewish 
Federation of Reading and as part 
of the Foundation for Reading Area 
Community College’s Annual Celebration 
for Education Gala.

In a brilliant new program titled “Come 
Together,” Koresh Dance Company 
juxtaposes Middle Eastern music with 
classical favorites, sharing with the 
audience both the grounded, driving, 
earthy rhythms of the old world with the 
ethereal, heavenly, sounds of the new.  
The collection accentuates the best of 
the company, whose trademarks include 
“exciting lifts, athleticism that borders 
on gymnastics and plenty of passionate 
partnering,” according to Philadelphia 
City Paper.

The group’s local engagement 
includes a workshop for children in the 
Reading School District, a master class 
for area dance students and a “Focus on 
Israel” program especially for the area’s 
Jewish community.   

The RACC foundation’s premier 
fundraising event,  the 2014 Celebration 
for Education Gala honors longtime 
college supporters Jim and Anna 
Connors and includes a post-show 
champagne reception with open bar 
and hor d’oeuvres and desserts from 
Sweet Street, live and Chinese auctions 
and an exclusive meet-and-greet with 
Koresh Dance Company.  Gala proceeds 
benefit student scholarships, and since 

its inception eight years ago, the gala has 
netted over $643,000.

Tickets for the Koresh performance at 
the Miller Center are $35 for adults, $29 
for Miller Center members and $15 for 
students. For tickets and information, call 
Miller Center box office at 610-607-6270 
or visit www.racc.edu/millercenter.  Your 
$150 ticket for the Gala may be reserved 
by contacting the Foundation for RACC 
at 610.607.6239. 

Come together … dance together with Koresh Dance Company
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100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW  Washington, DC 20024-2126  ushmm.org

1:30 p.m.
Reading Public Museum Auditorium

500 Museum Road
Reading, Pennsylvania

Register:  
ushmm.org/events/deadly-medicine-reading

7 p.m.
Albright College

Wachovia Theatre
1621 North 13th Street
Reading, Pennsylvania

Register:  
ushmm.org/events/deadly-medicine-albright

Tuesday November, 18

HoW DiD membeRS of a PRofeSSion committed to helping and  
healing people become complicit in Nazi crimes? This lecture  
explores the role of physicians in forced sterilizations and the  
mass murder of Germany’s mentally and physically disabled. 

The events are free and open to the public, but registrations are  
requested. 

The afternoon event is co-presented by the Reading Public Museum, which is hosting  
the US Holocaust Memorial Museum’s traveling exhibition Deadly Medicine:  
Creating the Master Race from September 14 to January 7.

The evening event is co-presented by the Edwin and Alma Lakin Holocaust Library  
and Resource Center, which is a partnership between Albright College and the Jewish 
Federation of Reading.

DeaDly 
meDiCine

Public Program

The German  
medical  

Profession and  
nazi medical  

crimes
In his laboratory at a new eugenics institute in Berlin, geneticist Otmar von Verschuer takes  
blood samples from twins as part of his research study on hereditary links to criminality, mental  
retardation, tuberculosis, and cancer. In 1927, he recommended the forced sterilization of the  
“mentally and morally subnormal.” Archiv zur Geschichte der Max-Planck-Gesellschaft, Berlin

Israel21c.com
Annika Hernroth-Rothstein, a political 

consultant and columnist from Sweden, 
was not deterred by the rockets over Tel 
Aviv in early July, when she brought her 
two young sons to Israel for a weeklong 
trip.

“If anything, the war only strengthened 
my resolve to be here,” she said at a 

holiday rental near the beach in Tel Aviv.
To be sure, the steep dip in tourism 

to Israel that began with the July 8 
outbreak of Operation Protective Edge 
has members of the industry worried. 
The Tourism Ministry noted a 13 percent 
decrease in tourist entries through Ben-
Gurion International Airport for the period 
of July 1-22. A committee has been set 

up to meet the financial challenge and 
compensate businesses hurt by the 
tourism slump, which is expected to last 
until the end of December, according to 
Shmuel Marom, head of the Incoming 
Tour Operators Association.

Nevertheless, not everyone is staying 
away.

“At first it was frightening to hear the 

PUBLIC LECTURE

Featuring a talk by Dr. Patricia Heberer Rice, a historian with the Center 
for Advanced Holocaust Studies at the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington. She specializes in the subject of medical crimes and 
eugenics policies in Nazi Germany.

In the aftermath of the war with 
Hamas, Israel will focus particular 
attention on its economy.

It is projected that Operation Protective 
Edge could cost Israel as much as $4 
billion. In addition to defense-related 
expenditures, this estimate factors in 
all economic sectors, most especially 
tourism, as well as a possible slowdown 
in foreign investment, rebuilding costs 
and, as a consequence, a potential 
increase in the deficit.

Capital provided by the Israel Bonds 
organization has helped expedite Israel’s 
rapid economic development, despite 
formidable environmental and regional 
challenge as well as the recent global 
recession. By strengthening every 
sector of Israel’s economy and thus 

enabling, among other endeavors, national 
infrastructure development, the Bonds 
enterprise has played a decisive role in 
Israel’s evolution from agrarian nation 
into a groundbreaking, globally emulated 
leader in high-tech, greentech and biotech. 
Israel bond capital has helped strengthen 
every aspect of Israel’s economy, enabling 
national infrastructure development. 
Today, expanded ports and transportation 
networks enabled by investments in Israel 
bonds help facilitate shipment of ‘Made 
in Israel’ technology around the world, 
enhancing national export growth.

Operational costs of the worldwide 
Israel Bonds enterprise — just over 
2.8 percent of bonds sold — compare 
favorably when measured against 
similar-sized brokerage firms. Moreover, 

securities offered by Israel Bonds take 
advantage of current low interest rates, 
a major benefit to Israel’s economy. The 
2, 3, 5 and 10-year securities currently 
offered by Israel Bonds average out to 
a duration of about 4.5 years, and an 
average interest rate of about 2 percent.

At a time when it is challenging to 
find financial instruments that preserve 
capital and pay competitive returns, 
Israel bonds are reliable investments. 
Investors of every kind value that Israel 
has never defaulted on payment of 
principal or interest on Israel bonds, 
a clear indication of the strength and 
resiliency of the nation’s economy.

The Bonds organization offers fixed 
rate securities with multiple maturity 
options, with instruments paying semi-

annual interest or interest upon maturity. 
Floating rate bonds linked to LIBOR 
with multiple maturity options are also 
available. Investors value Israel’s 
impeccable record of having never 
defaulted on payment of principal or 
interest on Israel bonds. Thus, at a time 
of continued volatility in financial markets, 
Israel bonds are recognized as reliable 
investments.

 Further information can be obtained 
by contacting:

Development Corporation for Israel, 
1500 Walnut St. Suite 1302, Philadelphia, 
PA 19102-3523

By phone at 1-800-752-5671.
By fax at 215-545-6164
By email at philadelphia@israelbonds.

com 

Israel Bonds crucial to nation’s recovery after war with Hamas

Tourists keep coming to Israel despite the war
sirens and have to get my kids to the 
nearby shelter, without freaking them 
out in the process,” Rothstein said. 
“But then we got used to it. It was a 
unifying experience meeting Israelis in 
the shelter.”

Furthermore, she added, “With the 
anti-Israel and anti-Semitic sentiment as 
high as it is in Sweden, Israel is actually 
relaxing for me. And my boys suddenly 
felt safe in a funny way.”

As soon as she and her children 
returned to Sweden, Hernroth-Rothstein 
made plans to come back by herself 
later that month. Packed and ready to 
embark, she found herself among the 
travelers whose flights got cancelled 
as a result of a two-day ban by many 
international airlines imposed after a 
Hamas rocket landed near Ben-Gurion 
Airport. Rather than forfeiting her trip, 
however, Hernroth-Rothstein found an 
alternate route involving train treks and 
long waits at airports.

Nor did the war put a dent in the travel 
plans of New Yorker Vivian Lazar.

“If I cancelled a trip because of the 
terrorist attacks of Hamas, I’d be giving 
them the victory they desire,” she said.

Lazar is the director of HaZamir: The 
International Jewish High School Choir, 
founded by her husband, conductor 
Matthew Lazar, as part of his Zamir 
Choral Foundation, which promotes 
Jewish identity and unity through music.

Lazar typically visits Israel several 
times a year, mostly to establish and 
coordinate Israeli branches of the 
international choir. Her fourth trip in 
2014, slated for this month, is to include 
a wedding, getting together with friends 
and relatives and taking in some sun 
along the Mediterranean.

But now Lazar wants to include a 
visit to the South, “to see firsthand how 
people are managing to live with daily 
rocket attacks.… The least we can do 
during difficult times is to walk the streets 
and show our support for our homeland.”

Helen Pearson Freedman, an activist 
on behalf of Israel from Arizona, was 
slated to volunteer on an IDF base next 
March but immediately made plane and 
hotel reservations for this summer as a 
statement of solidarity.

Jewish activists are not the only ones 
braving the bombs to come to Israel this 
summer. Business travelers and VIPs 
continue to fly into Israel.

Engage: Israel brought 73 Christian 
tourists from 18 countries for a two-week 
trip to the Holy Land in mid-July.

According to group leader Tom 
Brooker, who hails from the UK, only 
three people cancelled their participation 
due to the war.

“It’s easy to say you stand with Israel 
when everything is fine,” Brooker said. 
“But when it counts most is when Israel 
is in distress.”
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Ronen (Roni) Koresh was born and raised in Israel. He received early dance training from his mother, a folk dancer in the Yemenite 
tradition, and from teachers Alida Gera, Micha Deri, Nira Paz and Moshe Romano. Koresh joined Martha Graham’s Batsheva 2 Dance 

Company before enlisting for 3 years in the Israeli army. In 1983, he moved to New York to study with Alvin Ailey American Dance Theater. 
He began performing with Shimon Braun’s Waves Jazz Dance Company in Philadelphia, and in 1991, founded Koresh Dance Company in 

Philadelphia, followed by the Koresh School of Dance in 1993.

 “Come Together”
The Miller Center of RACC

Saturday, October 18, 2014 at 7:30 pm
The Miller Center’s presentation of Koresh Dance Company is made possible in part by funding from the Jewish 

Federation of Reading, Jerome I. Marcus and the Rubin Family Fund of the Jewish Federation of Reading. 

An Israeli-influenced contemporary dance company, Koresh is known for its engaging performances and technically superb dancers. 
It brings to stage…”exciting lifts, athleticism that borders on gymnastics and plenty of passionate partnering.”  -Philadelphia Inquirer

For tickets and information, contact the Miller Center Box Office at 610.607.6270 or visit www.racc.edu/millercenter.

About the Koresh School of Dance, Outreach, and Community Development
The Koresh School of Dance, established in 1993, welcomes over 20,000 students every year to classes at all levels and for 
all ages. In 2013, Koresh Dance Company reaffirmed its commitment to Philadelphia by purchasing a property in the heart of 
Center City. There, the school extends dance education and performance resources to its community by presenting emerging 
artists in bi-monthly Koresh Artist Showcases and providing professional training and performance opportunities to the 
exceptional dancers of the Koresh Youth Ensemble. In 2013, Koresh launched the now annual Come Together Festival, 
which in its first year presented 27 companies in 11 performances over 9 days. 

Koresh Dance Company is committed to community-building and outreach. While on tour, the company provides post-
performance discussions, residencies, open rehearsals, lecture demonstrations, master classes and video discussions to its 
audiences. At home, Koresh Kids Dance brings arts education to economically disadvantaged elementary-school students by 
partnering with Philadelphia public schools to provide free weekly dance classes, promoting children's creativity as a conduit 
for non-violence and life goals.

Koresh Dance Company will visit Congregation Oheb Sholom 
Sunday, October 19 at 10:30am 

to teach Israeli folk dance and discuss how it is infused into their contemporary style. Following the workshop, Israeli artistic director 
Ronen Koresh will show video and talk about how his Israeli roots have influenced his choreography. 

About Koresh Dance Company
Koresh Dance Company was founded in Philadelphia in 1991, and is widely recognized for its superb technique and emotionally-compelling 

appeal. It presents bi-annual home seasons as the resident dance company of the Suzanne Roberts Theatre, and has toured in over 38 states and 
7 countries. The Company’s interdisciplinary foundation promotes high-speed attack and gestural diversity drawn from Graham technique, 
Luigi jazz, classical ballet, hip hop and Israeli folk dance. Guest choreographers including Donald Byrd (Spectrum Dance Theater), Ohad 
Naharin (Batsheva Dance Company), Robert Battle (Battleworks/Alvin Ailey), Itzik Galili (Galili Dance) and Paul Selwyn Norton have 

produced works for the company. The company currently consists of dancers Shannon Bramham, Fang-Ju Chou Gant, Joseph Cotler, Jessica 
Daley, Micah Geyer, Krista Montrone, Kevan Sullivan, Robert Tyler, Asya Zlatina, and Melissa Rector, who also serves as the Company’s 

Assistant Artistic Director. The company is supported in part by the Philadelphia Cultural Fund, Dance/USA Philadelphia, the Pennsylvania 
Council on the Arts, the William Penn Foundation, Pew Charitable Trusts, and the Mid Atlantic Arts Foundation.
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Gratz JCHS News
Classes begin Sunday, Sept. 7, 

at 6 p.m. for this year’s Gratz Jewish 
Community High School Reading Branch 
at the Jewish Cultural Center.

The program runs weekly from 6 to 
8:30 p.m., with three periods of classes 
and a break for a snack and some 
socializing.  Parents are welcome to visit 
classes with the “permission” of their 
children. Of course, parents are invited 
to come earlier with questions in person, 
or after classes and meet the teachers or 
meet with Rabbi Barry Dov Lerner, in his 
fourth year as branch director.

General information can be found 
at the Gratz College JCHS site: www.
gratz.edu/jchs/pages/for-students. The 
calendar and information for parents can 
be found at www.gratz.edu/jchs/pages/
for-parents. There is also a section online 
for students, www.gratz.edu/jchs/pages/
for-students.

All questions regarding tuition, fees, 
etc. should be addressed to Bill Franklin 

or Jayne Kleinman in the Federation 
office.

New teacher on the way
Andrew Apt, who was our co-teacher 

this past year, not only received another 
Master’s degree from Arcadia University 
but has accepted a teaching position at 
a day school in Fairfax, Va. He will be 
married in several months to Cantor 
Rebecca Pohl who also will be working 
in that community.

Gratz JCHS is bringing in another 
educator to join Rabbi Dov in teaching 
this coming year. As our students know, 
we are very careful to bring you the best 
of the best — because we respect our 
students, their needs and aspirations 
and their families. While we wait to meet 
our new teacher, please make sure you 
have signed up online for your courses.

Course offerings from which students 
need to indicate their choices include: 
Confronting the Shoah 710;  Authority and 
Rebellion  111;  Rhythm of JewishTime 

607;  The American Jewish Experience 
707;  Video Values 420; Jewish Literacy  
608;  Comparative Religion 503.

Looking for new students
We hope our returning students and 

their parents will urge the recent  Bar/
Bat Mitzvah celebrants this past year 
in the seventh grade to come and try 
out our Branch family and classes. We 
are eager to welcome these students 
into our program. Parents and potential 
students are welcome to call Rabbi Dov, 
215-572-9175, or email him, bdlerner1@
gmail.com, or the Gratz JCHS office, 
215-635-7300. 

College credit available
At student request, the 10th through 12 

grade students will study a special college 
credit course in Comparative Religion, 
including not only a serious consideration 
of Judaism, Christianity and Islam but 
also reviewing the denominations within 
the Jewish community as well as some 
of the most recent evolutions of Jewish 

thought and practice. If 11th- and 12th-
grade students do choose to take 
the course for three hours of college 
credit, please note the descriptions and 
requirements online.

Students who want to study Hebrew 
or other supplementary subjects can 
do so through JOLT — Jewish Online 
Learning for Teens.

Students report
on productive summer

Gratz students Megan McIntosh and 
Marissa Missan represented our local 
branch at the 2014 Summer Saban 
Leadership Seminar in Washington, 
sponsored by the American Israel Public 
Affairs Committee, or AIPAC. We are 
very proud of their selection for this 
opportunity to better understand the 
State of Israel and our relationship with 
the People and the land of Israel.

Read below to learn more about what 
Marissa and Megan experienced during 
the summer.

Get ready for the start of  another great school year

By Megan McIntosh
The American Israel Public Affairs Committee 

(AIPAC) held its Saban Leadership Seminar in July in 
Washington.   I was honored to be selected to attend 
as a Gratz delegate.  Before this opportunity, I was not 
familiar with AIPAC, so I had a lot of research to do in 
a short amount of time. I was very nervous of what was 
going to be in store for me.

At the seminar, we learned about the crisis that 
Israel has been facing this summer and much more. 
We discussed how to become a leader in the Israel 
Pro-activist movement, how to get more people involved 
in AIPAC or broadening the base, how to become an 
effective pro-Israel activist, how vital the U.S.-Israel 
relationship is, and how both countries benefit from 
it. They had mobilization scenarios about Boycott 
Divestment Sanctions (BDS) on campuses, erupting 
violence in the Middle East and the Iran deal that was 
recently announced. With these scenarios, we had to 
create plans that would promote sympathy, solidarity, 
and support of Israel. There were about 450 people 

at the seminar, and about 50 of us were high school 
students. 

There were several inspiring speakers: Jim Messina 
(Former White House Deputy Chief of Staff), Charles 
Krauthammer (Pulitzer Prize-winning syndicated 
columnist, author, political commentator, and physician), 
Leon Wieseltier (Literary Editor, The New Republic), 
and so many more. Everyone at the Saban Leadership 
Seminar was invited to go to the Christians United For 
Israel or (CUFI) Night to Honor Israel. 

I would like to thank Rabbi Dov Lerner, Dr. Asaf 
Romirowosky, and Gratz JCHS for all their support 
and confidence in choosing me to attend this seminar.

I have grown so much since I started attending my 
Sunday evening Gratz classes at the Jewish Federation 
of Reading. In addition, this experience really opened 
up my eyes. It made me realize that age, race, religion, 
gender, or whatever else there is to set us apart really 
doesn’t matter. Anyone can be a leader and make a 
difference in the Pro-Israel movement.  I know I can 
make a difference.

Student thankful for special opportunity to learn about Israel

By Marissa Missan
The college process is exhausting. Any connections 

and resources are indescribably helpful. Through Gratz, 
I have truly, despite the cliché, had my life changed. The 
opportunities such as Kinnus, AIPAC, BBYO, and NFTY 
would not have made my radar if it were not for the 
unbelievably caring faculty at Gratz and the connection 
to peers that can be formed at Gratz. I could go on a 
10-page long tangent on any of these experiences. For 
this article, I was asked to focus on AIPAC.

AIPAC, (American Israel Public Affairs Committee) 
works “to strengthen, protect and promote the U.S.-
Israel relationship in ways that enhance the security of 
Israel and the United States” (AIPAC.org). AIPAC holds 
conferences educating members about Israel and about 
Israel’s relevance to the United States.

The Saban Leadership Seminar, sponsored by the 
Saban family, was my second experience with AIPAC. 

Both times, I was encouraged to participate by a Gratz 
teacher. With the usual junior year workload, I was 
hesitant to pursue the matter, but I respect my teacher 
a great deal and feel his suggestions are worthwhile.

There were unbelievable speakers* at the Saban 
conference. Not to scare anyone away, but I wrote 
42 pages of notes (in a small notebook) throughout 
my trip. Many people do not take any notes, let alone 
so many, but I wanted to have details to look back 
on. Reflecting back on these notes, I see topics such 
as leadership, Israel, politics, and so much more. My 
knowledge in history and politics pertaining to the 
Israel-American relationship has grown significantly. 
Personally, I can see any range of politically savvy 
(or not so savvy) people benefiting from AIPAC. If you 
need the information, resources are there equipped with 
people who want to talk and educate about the topic. 
If you know all the basics, and more, there are “Master 

Class” sessions. The discussion is what you make it, 
so one can find discuss the basics, or his/her in-depth 
views of a matter.

The connections and experiences just from Saban 
are incredible. During the college fair, someone offered 
me her business card for any help I could need during 
the stressful college application process. I was able to 
ask leaders of different communities about their fields 
of work.

During free time, I continued conversations on the 
interesting topics discussed during sessions, met new 
people, and did tons of walking. When I doubted my 
understanding, I found a staff member or older student 
to further discuss topics with me. Through friends from 
BBYO, NFTY, and The AIPAC Policy Conference, I was 
introduced to more people. At night, I walked to the 
Capitol and the White House with new friends (my feet 
hurt a lot by the end).

Second experience with Washington program truly incredible

Federation Donor Challenges Gratz JCHS students
for “Stop the Sirens” Campaign!

Federation donor and Jewish Community High School of Gratz College supporter Dr. Jerry Marcus has challenged the current and former students 
of the Reading and Philadelphia branches of Gratz to raise $3,000 in support of the “Stop the Sirens” Campaign.  As an incentive, he has promised to 

match their gifts, up to $3,000, 3 for 1. For every dollar they give, he will give three more.

If the Gratz students reach their $3,000 challenge, that will mean $12,000 for the Campaign.

Jerry believes that “it’s never too early to encourage philanthropy and support of Israel”. 
The Jewish Federation of Reading is coordinating the challenge and is working with officials at Gratz College to reach everyone. We are now 

attempting to gather the addresses for past students from Reading for whom no good addresses are available.  If you know a past Gratz student who 
hasn’t received our mailing, please let them know of the challenge and encourage them to contact the Federation.
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10
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silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Contributions as of Aug. 14
Holocaust Library and Resource Center
Get well:

Sid Bratt- Hilde Gernsheimer

In memory of:
Sheila Rosenzweig – Rosalye Yashek

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Marlene Weiss’ special birthday – Donna and Saul Eisenberg

Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In honor of:

Birth of Jayne Kleinman’s twin grandsons – Ellen and Don Abramson, Jackye 
and Jim Barrer

Amichai Kilchevsky’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Rob and Yvonne 
Oppenheimer

Raquefette Kilchevsky receiving her Master’s Degree from New York University 
– Carol and Bernie Gerber

Marlene Weiss’ special birthday – Elaine and Paul Safir
Dr. and Mrs. Frederick Crane’s 50th Anniversary – Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer

In memory of:
Adiv Lift – Carol and Bernie Gerber
Jerry Kastenbaum (Michael Kastenbaum’s brother) – Doris and Elliott Leisawitz
Norman Hirsch – June Winston

Evelyn Loretta Kamerow Sacks – Susan and Mel Blum
Sheila Rosenzweig – Debbie Goodman and John Moyer

JFS Taxi Transportation Program
In honor of:

Engagement of Sylvia Wenger’s granddaughter Tara – Rosalye Yashek

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Barbara Nuddle – Carole and Mike Robinson, Stephanie and Dennis Arbige

Harry and Rose Sack Fund (Adult Programming)
Get well/speedy recovery:

Barry Simon – Albert and Nancy Sack
Joan Silverman – Albert and Nancy Sack

Friendship Circle Fund
In honor of:

Marlene Weiss’ special birthday – Marcia Gross

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In honor of:

Zach Simon’s graduation from the University of Michigan – Doris and Elliott 
Leisawitz

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  $10
Jewish Family Service    $10
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    $10
JFS Food Bank     $25
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   $20
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
Doris Levin Fund     $10

Jewish Community Calendar Corrections
The following are updates and corrections to the Jewish Community Calendar for 2014/2015

Change of Address
Noah Brooks – 622 Scenic Drive – Bernville PA  19506

Maxine Henry – 2000 Cambridge Ave. – Apt. 126 – Wyomissing 19610
Rebecca Jarzyna – 3112 Reedy Road – Sinking Spring 19608

Gary and Sheila Lattin – 2700 Cliff Drive- Baltimore, MD 21209
Alan & Esther Strauss change Apt. # to 224

Remove 
  Marc and Marion Drucker – moved out of state  Sheldon & Joan Kaplan – moved out of state

Alex and Kelly Stolyar – moved out of state

Phone number correction
   Kenneth and Amy Bloom – 610-750-7504  Jeff Brown – 610-621-8744
   Maxine Henry – 610-927-6837    Mary Wexler – 610-816-5702

Deceased
Sheila Rosenzweig

Sylvia Sulman
Jerome Toney
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Golden Blintzes
Frozen - 13 ounce

$4.49
Kedem Apple Juice
64 ounce

$2.79
Kedem Tea Biscuits
4.2 ounce

2/$1

Medford Farms Honey Bear
12 ounce

2/$6
Manischewitz 
Potato Pancake Mix - 6 ounce

2/$6

We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical or pictorial errors.

Prices Effective September 14 through October 18, 2014.

  Weis Proudly Accepts

 weis
         quality since 1912 L’Shana Tova! 

Weis Markets extends to you and your family a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year!

Round Challah
Plain or w/ raisins - each 

David Elliot Fresh Kosher 
Whole or Cut-up Chicken

$2.69
Chicken Breast Fillet $4.99 per lb

Whole Frozen Kosher Turkeys

$2.99
Fresh Beef Brisket

$13.99

UU

U
U

U

UUUU

Kosher Parve

PAS YISRAEL

Rokeach Memorial Candles
Each

99¢
Manischewitz Gefilte Fish
24 ounce

$8.99
Tabatchnick Soups
Frozen - 15 ounce

2/$6

weis

per
pound

per
pound

per
pound

$3.29
MANUFACTURER’S COUPON  |  EXPIRES 10/05/2014

RETAILER: We will reimburse you for the face value of this coupon plus 8¢ handling, provided you and the consumer have complied with the offer terms. 
Coupons not properly redeemed will be void and held. Reproductions of this coupon is expressly prohibited (ANY OTHER USE CONSTITUTES FRAUD). 
Mail to: The Manischewitz Company, CMS Dept. #72700, 1 Fawcett Drive, Del Rio, TX 78840.  Cash value .001¢. Void where taxed or restricted.  
LIMIT ONE COUPON PER PRODUCT PURCHASED.  ©2014 The Manischewitz Company  MAY NOT BE DOUBLED OR TRIPLED

$1.00 OFF
Buy 3 and Get

Any Variety of Season® Sardines.

MANUFACTURER’S COUPON  |  EXPIRES 9/15/2014

RETAILER: We will reimburse you for the face value of this coupon plus 8¢ handling, provided you and the consumer have complied with the offer terms. 
Coupons not properly redeemed will be void and held. Reproductions of this coupon is expressly prohibited (ANY OTHER USE CONSTITUTES FRAUD). 
Mail to: The Manischewitz Company, CMS Dept. #72700, 1 Fawcett Drive, Del Rio, TX 78840.  Cash value .001¢. Void where taxed or restricted.  
LIMIT ONE COUPON PER PRODUCT PURCHASED.  ©2014 The Manischewitz Company  MAY NOT BE DOUBLED OR TRIPLED

$1.00 OFF
Buy 3 and Get

Any Variety of Manischewitz® Brand Noodles.

CLIP &
SAVE!

Weis Markets 2020 North 13th Street, Reading
and 27559 Papermill Road, Wyomissing


