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Why
E n c l o s e d  y o u ’ l l  f i n d  J e w i s h 

Federation of Reading/Berks’ Annual 
Report, highlighting some of the more 
than 50 programs and services that 
are enriching Jewish lives here in 
Berks County, in Israel, and around 
the world. 

All made possible because of your 
contributions.

Programs like Shabbat B’yachad 
which brought together 14 young 
Jewish families for Shabbat dinners 
during the year. As one participant said 
of the program, “Shabbat B’yachad 
[helped] my family feel more involved 
in the Jewish community as we were 
previously qui te isolated… As a 
result, I am planning on becoming 
more involved with the JCC…” 

Shabbat B’yachad is one program 
example  f rom th is  pas t  year  o f 
how community involvement and 
communi ty  suppor t  can make a 
d i f f e rence .  Why  engag ing  and 
connecting with each other in new 
ways is so important. Participating 
fami l ies,  a long wi th Federat ion, 
have already made a commitment to 
continue the program for the coming 
year, reaching out to other young 
families that may also feel isolated 
and uninvolved.

For next year, Federation has 
al located more than $200,000 to 
suppor t  Jew ish  Fami l y  Serv i ce 
human and social services programs. 
More than $100,000 will be used for 
Jewish education from preschool 
to teens and college. An allocation 
of  $189,000 wi l l  be used by the 
Jewish Cultural Center to continue 
its current programs; plus expand its 
offerings with the goal of involving 
an even larger number of community 
members. 

Federation is also increasing its 
presence throughout Berks County. 

You’ll see and hear how Federation 
is leading new initiatives, growing 
partnerships, combating hatred and 
confronting antisemitism, responding 
to unmet human needs, and securing 
our future.

I t  i s  w h y  y o u r  s u p p o r t  o f 
Fede ra t i on ’s  Annua l  Campa ign 

ensures we remain a strong and 
v i b ran t  Jew ish  commun i t y  and 
why your legacies safeguard our 
community’s future.

If your Annual Report is missing or 
you would like additional copies, call 
Federation 610-921-0624 or email 
richardn@JFReading.org.

Why does your Shalom look different?  
Many times this past year, we have 
heard, “I didn’t know the Federation 
did that.” Even a Board member was 
surprised to learn of an important service 
the Federation provides. This made 
us realize we need to do a better job 
communicating who your JFR is, what 
it does and why it is an important 
community asset.

Fortunately, several members of our 
community with tremendous marketing 
expertise answered our call for help. Our 

thanks to Roger Schein, Jeff and Jack 
Gernsheimer, Tammy Mitgang, Yvonne 
Oppenheimer, Claudia Strauss, Jen 
Woodward, Jodi Radosh and Haia Mazuz 
who met many times to create a stronger 
identity and core message.  

Our CenterPiece will now feature 
a monthly calendar showing the 
community’s Jewish events. Pages will 
be dedicated to key focal points:  Jewish 
education, synagogue news, Israel 
and overseas, Jewish Family Services, 
programming for seniors, adults, teens 

and youth and development news.
Our goal is always to enrich your 

lives, ensure the continuity of Jewish 
life and provide for those in need in 
Reading, Israel and throughout the 
world. The ‘new’ Shalom is just a 
beginning.

There are programs that need 
improvement and new areas to focus on.

Let’s talk.
Bill Franklin

610-921-0624
williamf@jfreading.org

New look emphasizes 
Federation’s crucial work
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By Richard Nassau
Development Director

There  are  many 
reasons why supporting 
our Annual Campaign 
is so important. Why 
c r e a t i n g  J e w i s h 
l e g a c i e s  f o r  t h e 
R e a d i n g / B e r k s 
c o m m u n i t y  i s  s o 
necessary. 

In a few short weeks, we begin 5778. 
I was recently speaking with someone 
from our community about this coming 
year. How Israel will be turning 70, which 
seemed so far away not that long ago. It 
caught me by surprise when they asked, 
“How do I know if our Jewish community 
will still be here in 50 years?” 

How do you answer that? I could say 
we’re about to begin 5778. That is a 
very long time, but that really wasn’t the 
question. Instead, I spoke about this past 
summer and how we looked back 50 years 
ago to the Six-Day War. 

When you go back and view the 

reporting from 1967, the popular view was 
that Israel would be gone and never see 
20. Six days later the perception of Israel, 
Jewish communities, and the Jewish 
people had changed radically. What many 
thought was impossible became possible.

Today we are not the same community 
we were 50 years ago when we welcomed 
the year 5728. Fifty years from now I 
doubt we will look like we do today. Times 
change. Can anything be the same as it 
was 50 years ago? I think so.

I think the constant is that we have 
always taken responsibility for improving 
people’s lives. We come together to meet 
the needs of our Jewish community, here 
and overseas. I know it seems simplistic. 
It is an answer that sounds too easy and 
overly cliched. It isn’t. We no longer have 
Jewish orphanages, but we still have 
children from broken families that need 
our support and counseling. We no longer 
are excluded from clubs, but we still 
encounter ignorance and see our children 
exposed to unfounded hate almost daily.  

I’m proud to say that here in Berks 

County is where I found the best answer to 
the question of our responsibility and “Will 
the Jewish community be here in 50 years?” 
Next time I am asked, my response will 
be to speak about what took place here in 
Reading in 1944 during the height of World 
War II. Israel was not yet a country, Jewish 
orphanages still existed, and unfounded 
hate was displayed daily. In the year 5704, a 
group of volunteers came together to form the 
Reading Community Center, a founding part 
of our community’s institutional DNA. They 
looked to the future and took responsibility.

What are your passions? What parts of 
Jewish life do you cherish most? Learning 
and connecting? Providing for those in 
need? Nurturing the next generation? 
Whatever it may be, WE, the Reading/
Berks Jewish community (our community) 
most likely does it or can do it. We’ve been 
doing it for a very long time. We are the 
future of our Jewish community. What is 
your vision for our community? Call me 
and let me know. I’d like to hear from you 
—610-921-0624. After all, 5828 will be 
here before we know it. 

Tamara Wittes will be the speaker at the 
Annual Leadership Dinner on Sunday, Oct. 
15. Held this year at Reform Congregation 
Oheb Sholom, the dinner marks the start 
of Federation’s 2018 Annual Campaign. 
The reception for Ms. Wittes begins at 4:30 
p.m. Federation asks those attending the 
dinner to make a minimum gift of $1,200 
per person. 

Federation is also sponsoring a 7 p.m. 
presentation by Ms. Wittes that is open to the 
entire community. There is no cost to attend, 
and it will be followed by a dessert reception. 
You can register through Federation’s 
website (ReadingJewishCommunity.org) for 
both the Leadership Dinner and Community 
Presentation. 

Tamara Wittes was selected by the 

Leadership Dinner Committee for her 
knowledge and expertise on U.S. foreign 
policy and democratic change in the Arab 
world. A recipient of the Rabin-Peres Peace 
Award, she is a Senior Fellow – Foreign 
Policy, in the Center for Middle East Policy 
at Brookings.

An engaging and highly sought-after 
speaker on Middle East current events, 
Ms. Wittes served as deputy assistant 
secretary of state for Near Eastern affairs, 
coordinating U.S. policy on democracy 
and human rights in the Middle East. She 
is the author of “Freedom’s Unsteady 
March: America’s Role in Building Arab 
Democracy” and is co-host of “Rational 
Security,” a weekly podcast on foreign 
policy and national security. Her current 

research includes the history of America’s 
ties to autocratic allies for her forthcoming 
book, “Our SOBs.”

She holds a bachelor ’s in Judaic 
and Near Eastern studies from Oberlin 
College, and a master’s and doctorate 
i n  gove rnmen t  f rom George town 
University. Ms. Witttes serves on the 
advisory board of the Israel Institute, 
and is a member of the Council on 
Fore ign Re la t ions  and Women in 
International Security. 

The registration deadline for the 
Leadership Dinner and the Community 
Presentation is Sept. 27. Register by 
e - m a i l  a t  B r e n d a S @ J F R e a d i n g .
org, phone 610-921-0624, or online at 
ReadingJewishCommunity.org. 

Community Campaign Leadership Dinner set for Oct. 15

Responsibility as we look to the future
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Annual Campaign

Women’s Philanthropy

Maimonides Society

Your Jewish Legacy

Chai Circle

L’Chaim Society

Book of Life

Letter of Intent

2017 totals
as of Aug. 18

Jewish Community
Campaign

$248,989
*Includes transfers from Donor 

Advised Funds

Creating Your Jewish Legacy 
These donors have made a commitment to our community’s future. 

Thank you. 
Anonymous (6) / Beth & Robert Caster / 
Albert Diamond / William & Andrea 
Franklin / Hilde Gernsheimer / Radene 
Gordon-Beck / Victor Hammel / Jason 
Hornberger / Alvin & Betsy Katz / Edwin 
A. Lakin / Kenneth S. Lakin / Haia Mazuz / 

Meir Mazuz / Richard Nassau / Yvonne F. 
Oppenheimer / Gordon Perlmutter / 
Carole Robinson / Rebecca Robinson / 
Larry & Alison Rotenberg / Roger Schein / 
Jill D. Skaist / George P. Viener / Louise 
Zeidman / YOUR NAME HERE! 

 

Creating Your Jewish Legacy is an opportunity for you to assure the future of causes and 
organizations you care most about. Federation staff works with you and your professional 
advisor to help accomplish your personal, family, and charitable goals. For more information 
and a confidential discussion on Creating Your Jewish Legacy, call Richard Nassau at 
Federation 610 921 0624. 

 
 

CHAI CIRCLE 
Supporting the Annual Community Campaign for 18 years or more? 

Add your name now and be recognized. 
 

No minimum gift requirement ● No cost to become a member ● 18 years of Federation giving 
Complete and Return to: JFR Chai Circle ● PO Box 14925 ● Reading, PA ● 19612 

Online: www.ReadingJewishCommunity.org 
 

Yes!  I/We started contributing to the Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks Annual Campaign in 19_______.  

First campaign gift was 19_____ 
Name(s)    
 
Address  
 
Best Email___________________      Birthday _____/____/_______       Best Phone________________ 

 
Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks is asking everyone who qualifies as a Chai Circle donor to self-identify. 

 Records go back many years, but only through self-identification can Federation ensure no one is overlooked. 
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ago. This has led Jewish conservatives 
to believe the virus of right-wing anti-
Semitism was dead and buried. But 
anti-Semitism on the right has made a 
comeback in the form of a virulent and 
violent alt-right movement that rejects 
mainstream conservatism.

Neo-Nazis and the Klan, and their alt-
right allies, may be small in number and 
make up only an infinitesimal fraction of 
the coalition that elected Donald Trump. 
But their impact is magnified by the 
president’s reluctance to consistently 
take them on. Trump is no anti-Semite 
and has governed as a staunch friend of 
Israel. Yet he has encouraged right-wing 
anti-Semites by alleging a false moral 
equivalence with those who oppose them, 
while also signaling sympathy with the 
cause (preserving Confederate statues) 
that the anti-Semites and racists turned 
out to support in Charlottesville.

The challenge for American Jews now 
lies in trying to rise above the partisan 

loyalties that can blind us to both sides of 
the anti-Semitic coin.

Liberals prefer to ignore the potent 
influence of those who promulgate 
anti-Semitic boycotts of Israel while 
encouraging intimidation and attacks 
against Jews. Many seem to think calling 
out left-wing anti-Semites in the anti-
Trump resistance is not as important as 
opposing the administration. At the same 
time, conservatives need to acknowledge 
that speaking up about the anti-Semitic 
right isn’t chasing ghosts. They need to 
understand that calling out Trump for his 
encouragement of alt-right anti-Semites 
will neither betray Israel nor aid left-wing 
Jew-haters.

What is needed is a Jewish community 
with the wisdom to take up the fight against 
hate and bigotry no matter its origin.

Until that happens, liberals and 
conservatives alike will continue to fail to 
adequately address a problem that ought 
to transcend politics.

A newspaper serving the Jewish community of Berks County, 
Pennsylvania, and published monthly, September through June, under 
the Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks. Funded by the Annual Jewish 
Community Campaign.

General Offices:   1100 Berkshire Blvd., Suite 125
    Wyomissing, PA 19610
Phone:    610-921-0624  FAX:  610-929-0886
Web site:    www.ReadingJewishCommunity.org

Jewish Federation of Reading
Chair:   Haia Mazuz
President:   William D. Franklin
Communications Director:  Mark Nemirow, Editor
Proofreaders:   Federation staff

The opinions expressed in Shalom are of the writers and not the Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks

By Jonathan Tobin
JNS.org

We live in a time when, as the U.S. 
State Department has noted, a “rising tide 
of anti-Semitism” has swept across the 
globe. Anti-Semitism has crept into the 
mainstream from the margins of society 
in the West, as a coalition of intellectual 
elites and Muslims has produced a surge 
of venom against Israel and Jews who 
identify with it. That movement has found 
a foothold on American campuses and 
among left-wing groups, resulting in 
Jews being stigmatized and isolated in 
the public square, and students being 
subjected to violence and intimidation.

But the growth of this noxious form 
of hate is not what most American Jews 
are most worried about. Instead, it is 
the spectacle of neo-Nazis and their Ku 
Klux Klan and alt-right allies parading in 
Charlottesville, Va.

A reasonable argument can be put 
forward to assert that, even now, with 
far-right anti-Semites being more active 
than in recent memory, their left-wing 
counterparts pose a more serious menace 
to global Jewish security. But fear of 
the anti-Semitic right is always going to 
be the threat that resonates the most 
in the Jewish community. The thought 
process leading to the conclusion behind 
this mindset might be debatable, but it 
also reflects a disturbing truth about the 
persistence of anti-Semitism and the 
failure of both liberals and conservatives 
to think clearly about the issue.

Part of the reason why right-wing anti-

Semites are scarier to American Jews is a 
function of imagery and historical memory. 
The spectacle in Charlottesville of large 
numbers of neo-Nazis and Klan members 
holding a torchlight parade while chanting 
anti-Semitic slogans is chilling in of itself 
but also because it is reminiscent of the 
Holocaust. These thugs aren’t anything 
close to being the threat the Nazis were in 
Germany, but their brazenness provides a 
visceral shock that even the most vicious 
and perhaps more influential Jew-haters 
on the left can’t provoke.

The increasingly central role anti-Semitic 
attitudes are playing on the left often flies 
under the flag of anti-Zionism rather than 
open Jew-hatred. But that is a distinction 
without a difference. Even in the U.S., where 
it is less prevalent than in Europe, this has 
meant boycotts and even violence, as well 
as inflammatory rhetoric — coming from 
many prominent members of the anti-Trump 
“resistance” — that demonizes affiliated 
Jews as racist oppressors.

Liberal Jews have been slow to 
respond to this threat because it requires 
them to confront erstwhile allies who are 
part of the Democratic Party base or 
groups they view with sympathy, such 
as Black Lives Matter or organizations 
that purport to represent the LGBTQ 
community.

But liberals aren’t the only ones who 
have ignored things that didn’t fit into their 
worldview. Republicans have become a 
lockstep pro-Israel party, and the main 
organs of conservatism like National 
Review chased anti-Semites out long 

Is it possible to fight both neo-Nazis and left-wing anti-Semites?

By William D. Franklin
President

Last month Andi 
and I were in Israel 
for the Bat Mitzvah of 
a friend’s daughter. 
It was a wonderful, 
joyous occasion. The 
Bat Mitzvah was a 
Modern Orthodox one 
where Ma’ayan spoke 
beautifully both about her Torah portion 
and the history of Bat Mitzvah, which 
started in Italy in the late 19th century.  
She mentioned that she was proud to 
stand in that tradition.

 Another highlight was a brunch we 
had with three young Reform Jews from 
Chicago. Simon, the son of a US friend, 

had made Aliyah and is being trained in 
the IDF as a tank driver. With him was his 
younger brother Isaac, who was in Israel 
for the summer serving as a volunteer in 
the Sar-EL program. In addition, Isaac’s 
friend David. He had recently decided to 
make Aliyah after high school graduation.

Sar -E l  runs programs where 
individuals of all ages and from all 
over the world do volunteer work in 
Israel. In addition to good work done 
in Israel, the goal is the promotion of 
Jewish community through cultural and 
educational exchanges between the 
Diaspora and Israel. 

The most awe-inspiring statement 
from David: He had fallen in love with 
Israel when visiting as a young teen and 
then went back to his life in Chicago. Upon 

returning to Israel for another vacation, 
he realized that he had “forgotten the 
feeling of being a part of Israel and the 
Jewish people.  I felt ashamed that I had 
forgotten and never wanted to feel that 
way again.” This was the most beautiful 
modern rendition of “If I forget thee O 
Jerusalem, may my right-hand wither” we 
have ever heard spontaneously spoken. 

Our conversation reinforced for 
me the Federation’s role in serving 
our Reading Jewish youth. Aside from 
encouraging Aliyah, the commonality 
of our high school’s purpose and the 
feelings expressed by these young men 
in Israel is striking. This was obvious at 
our Reading Jewish Community High 
School orientation barbecue at the 
home of Rabbi and Holly Michelson. 

Parents and students learned about 
JCHS and the new courses offered, 
met with teachers Rabbi Lerner and 
Shira Simon and had fun with fellow 
students. Rabbi Lerner and Shira work 
to prepare our youth for a meaningful 
Jewish life by teaching Jewish practices 
and values. They give them meaningful 
Jewish experiences and connect their 
learning with their life and other Jews 
in Israel and around the world. We 
will also coordinate the high school 
program with our BBYO and NYFTY 
teens to create monthly programs for 
all Reading Jewish teens to meet, learn 
and have fun together. 

Our goal is simple — to ensure Jewish 
continuity through knowledgeable and 
proud-to-be-Jewish young Jews.

From the President’s Desk

The importance of  serving our Reading Jewish youth

Recent surveys confirm that the rate 
of intermarriage between Jews and non-
Jews continues to increase. Overall, the 
intermarriage rate is at 58 percent, up 
from 43 percent in 1990 and 17 percent 
in 1970. Among non-Orthodox Jews, the 
intermarriage rate is 71 percent. 

In the past two decades, there has 
been a growing awareness that “writing 
off’”intermarried families may mean 
writing off our Jewish future.

Intermarriage can be an opportunity 

to sustain and even grow the Jewish 
population both qualitat ively and 
quantitatively. Currently, approximately 
45 percent of intermarried couples are 
raising the children as Jews. If more 
than 50 percent of these families raise 
their children Jewishly, the US Jewish 
population will actually increase.

But  in termarr ied couples wi l l 
only make Jewish choices if Jewish 
communities genuinely welcome them 
and work towards inclusion. To guide 

us in this effort, we are working with 
InterFaithFamily to learn best practices 
for connecting people in interfaith 
relationships and provide helpful, non-
judgmental information and resource 
guides for Jewish holidays, life cycle 
events and other topics of interest.

InterfaithFamily, (www.interfaithfamily.
com) based in Newton Mass., is a 
nonprofit organization that helps and 
provides resources for couples with one 
Jewish partner and one non-Jewish 

partner and their families. It publishes 
a biweekly online magazine, maintains 
an online resource for programs and 
services for intermarried couples and 
their families and advocates for more 
welcoming attitudes toward interfaith 
families in the organized American 
Jewish community.

Our community rabbis are participating 
in developing programs to support 
our effort to ensure a welcoming and 
inclusive Reading Jewish community.

Intermarriage and the American Jewish community

So what do you think?
Send your letters ( 350 words max.) to:

The Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks
1100 Berkshire Blvd., Suite 125

Wyomissing, PA 19610 
or c/o:  brendas@jfreading.org

Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks
Jewish Cultural Center, PO Box 14925
Reading, PA 19612-4925
readingjewishcommunity.org
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By Claudia Strauss
I f  you came to the Federation’s 

annual meeting, you may already 
be sport ing our new look on the 
T-shirt  you’re wearing. I t  features 
the logo Jack Gernsheimer created 
fo r  ou r  l oca l  UJA Campa ign  i n 
2 0 1 4 .  T r y  s p o t t i n g  h o w  m a n y 
places i t  appears in this issue of 
Shalom !

 And we’l l  be seeing a lot more 
o f  i t .  Th is  mos t  recen t  i n  Jack 
Gernsheimer ’s series invoking the 
Star of David is being repurposed. 
I t  w i l l  become the  predominant 
image for the Federation and the 
JCC. Working in tandem with his 
b r o t h e r,  J e f f  G e r n s h e i m e r  h a s 
designed a comprehensive set of 
app l ica t ions  to  g ive  c la r i ty  and 
cons is tency to  our  communi ty ’s 
communicat ions. Today, you can 
see i t  in the masthead redesign. 
Keep watch: you wil l  see more of 
this, too.

Why does the logo matter?
I t  i sn ’ t  jus t  our  look ,  i t ’s  the 

f a c e  w e  s h o w  t o  t h e  w o r l d .  I t 
isn’t  just a symbol that identi f ies, 
i t ’ s  w h a t  w e  r e c o g n i z e  —  a n d 
want to continue to recognize — 
in  ou rse l ves .  The  peop le  mos t 
instrumental  in making sure our 
representations represent us have 
been the Gernsheimer brothers, 
twins Jack and Jeff,  for more than 
40 years.

Each logo has its own time and 
its own message, rooted in history 
and looking to the future, a way of 
giving us what we need when we 
need i t .  Strength. Togetherness. 
Joy. Hope. The unity implicit in each 
of the logos we’ve been using locally 
(see sidebar of Jack’s star series) 
will be explicit in our everyday use 
as we expand the reach of  that 
newest logo to embrace all that we 
do and all that we are.

Why make this change now?
First,  several of the wonderful 

logos we’ve been using have lost 
the i r  f reshness.  Most  date f rom 
the 1990s.  The one we’ve used 
most  extensive ly  is  far  o lder ;  i t 
appeared in the November 1973 
issue of Shalom  in support of that 
year ’s UJA Campaign. Then, l ike 
the logo from the 2014 campaign, 
i t  w a s  r e p u r p o s e d ,  s o  t h e r e ’ s 
precedent. Jeff and Jack are the 
f i r s t  to  say  we  need  to  upda te 
the look — reach a 21st century 
aud ience.  “The logo in  ’73 was 
so special,  had a lot of love and 
use, but i t  has had i ts day,” says 
Jeff,  adding that the colorful logo 
is  “more f resh and more today” 
and  t ha t  “ new,  l e ss  expens i ve 
technology multiplies possibil it ies” 
of what one can do with logos, and 
offers “the abil i ty to print ful l  color 
with translucency and overlays.” 

Second,  though the JCC and 
the  Federa t ion  merged in  1996 
— tha t ’s  no t  a  t ypo ,  rea l l y,  20 
years ago! — we are st i l l  t ry ing 
to f igure i t  out. Our new location 
both s impl i f ies  and compl icates 
t h a t .  T h e  J C C  i s  m o r e  t h a n  a 
physical bui lding; the Federation 
is more than a back off ice or fund-
generating enti ty.

This confusion is not new. In a 
front page story in the Apri l  1996 
Shalom ,  report ing on the merger 
of  the Federat ion and JCC, the 
focus was on explaining what their 
future roles would be. Almost 20 
years earl ier,  in the March 1978 
i s s u e ,  B e n  C u t l e r  c o n t i n u e d  a 
series of art icles with the phrase, 
“I attempted to explain the manner 

in  which the Jewish Federat ion 
functions” and described some of 
the programs. I f  many of us in the 
Jewish community are confused, 
what about the larger community?

For  Federat ion Pres ident  B i l l 
Frankl in, the impetus is to “come 
up with a way that makes i t  easy 
for the community to understand 
what we do.”  He points out that 
the “Federation has evolved to be 
something different than i t  was 10 
to 15 years ago” and “we need to 
get across a new message,” not 
just within the Jewish community, 
but  for  the larger community as 
well. A constructive and productive 
way to  send a  new message is 
to use a new image. And for that 
image to  work ,  “we, ”  the  ent i ty 
encompassing the Federation and 
t he  JCC “need  to  reb rand  and 
reposit ion ourselves.”

Federat ion Chair  Haia Mazuz 
pu ts  i t  th is  way :  “ In  c rea t ing  a 
brand,” we need to know “who we 
are for ourselves and who we are 
in the larger community” and, within 
our community, “today, i t ’s about 
bringing all the different approaches 
to the re l ig ion together. ”  I f  “ the 
mission is to ensure and enhance 
the cont inuity of Jewish l i fe and 
provide for those in need” and “the 
core message is enriching lives,” 
then, Frankl in said,  the “Star of 
David made up of mult icolored…
is inclusive, and nicely embodies 
those two thoughts.” 

Third, maybe it is time to address 
“the fact that people view the JCC 
and the Federat ion as separate 
e n t i t i e s ”  w h e n ,  a s  F e d e r a t i o n 
Director of Development Richard 
Nassau observes, “we’re really one 
community.” He emphasizes his awe, 
since coming here, at how, “for the 
size of our community, the amount 
of programming and services we 
o f fe r  rea l l y  i s  amaz ing  — food 
pantry, transportation, counseling 
[just for starters]…and some bigger 
communities are nowhere [near] in 
the same place.” He envisions this 
rebranding accomplishing “a lot of 
great things. I’m hoping it will unify 
and will help people see, not just the 
depth, but the breadth of what we 
are doing to serve the community, 
here and overseas, and what our 
dollars support.”

Consider  the many act iv i t ies, 
p r o g r a m s ,  s e r v i c e s  —  a t  l a s t 
count 50 — generated by the JCC 
a n d  t h e  F e d e r a t i o n .  C o n s i d e r 
how they come about as part  of 
an in tegrated whole.  How much 
eas ie r  i t  becomes  to  see  them 
that way i f  one symbol t ies them 
together.

How will this work?
The f irst element is the colorful 

s t a r .  T h e  s e c o n d  i s  w h a t  w i l l 
t i e  e v e r y t h i n g  t o g e t h e r .  J a c k 
s t resses that  “Je ff  i s  do ing the 
look — currently adapting an entire 
program” to support the rebranding. 
H e  i s  b u i l d i n g ,  i n  c o n s i s t e n c y 
and  a t t rac t i veness ,  a  look  tha t 
can  be  rep l i ca ted  and  become 
recognizab le ,  g iv ing Federat ion 
and JCC communications a family 
look. Among design elements, Jeff 
says ,  “ I ’ ve  se lec ted a  fon t  tha t 
seemed to  have character is t ics 
I  w a s  l o o k i n g  f o r :  a  s t r o n g , 
c l a s s i c a l ,  b e a u t i f u l  f o n t  t h a t 
won’t overwhelm the star.” Jeff ’s 
challenge encompasses aesthetics 
in  genera l  and  the  spec i f i cs  o f 
typography, legibi l i ty, f lexibi l i ty of 
condensed and open formats, and 
potential for white space, among 

Enriching our brand: A new look and renewed commitment
History repeats itself

many others.
I t ’ s  a l l  a b o u t  “ r e f r e s h i n g 

and  upda t i ng  the  b rand , ”  says 
R o g e r  S c h e i n ,  “ i n c l u d i n g  t h e 
redesign of Shalom — visually and 
organizational ly.” 

Are there other changes?
One change has been in place 

f o r  a b o u t  a  y e a r :  t h e  t a g  l i n e 
“Enriching Lives.” “We wanted to 
create a simple new tag line for the 
local Federation that summarized 
what we’re al l  about — enriching 
l ives here and around the world,” 
says Schein. I t  resonates. And i t 
has staying power. I t  also echoes 
Don  Fox ’s  conv ic t i on  s ta ted  in 
1 9 9 6  t h a t  t h e  J C C / F e d e r a t i o n 
merger  would  resu l t  in  “a  more 
responsive inst i tu t ion dedicated 
t o  en r i ch ing  Jew ish  l i f e  i n  t he 
community.”

A n o t h e r  c h a n g e  r e c o g n i z e s 
geography.  For  a  long t ime,  a l l 
our  core gather ing p laces were 
in  the  c i t y  o f  Read ing .  We are 

m o r e  w i d e s p r e a d  n o w  s o  o u r 
local Federation identity has been 
expanded to reflect that: Reading/
Berks.  

S o m e  l o g o s  c o n t i n u e  t o 
have a unique funct ion that  wi l l 
c a r r y  f o r w a r d .  T h e s e  i n c l u d e 
the Lakin Holocaust Library and 
Resource  Cen te r,  and  de f in ing 
symbols associated with specif ic 
congregation events (such as the 
RCOS Food Fes t iva l )  and se l f -
conta ined ent i t ies  (such as the 
Sinai Academy).  

How do we benefit?
 “These changes better ref lect 

what we are doing today — who 
w e  a r e  a n d  w h y  w e  m a t t e r , ” 
adds  Nassau .  “They  enab le  us 
to del iver a consistent message 
about programming and how that 
i s  funded ,  as  we l l  as  the  work 
that the Federation does: helping 
p e o p l e  i n  n e e d  a n d  p r o v i d i n g 
programming to enrich the whole 
Jewish community.” 

Ellis Friedman heralded the debut of Jack Gernsheimer’s first star logo 
in the January 1974 issue of SHALOM. See more on facing page.
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By Claudia Strauss
Most of the logos Jack and Jeff 

Gernsheimer specifically created for 
our community incorporate the six-
pointed star — either dramatically; 
forceful ly,  as with the Holocaust 
Library and Resource Center logo; 
or  subt ly,  let t ing i t  emerge from 
interlocking letter Js or from people 
joining, arm-in-arm, in a show of 
strength. 

The first one, introduced in 1973, 
defined that year’s UJA Campaign, 
later partnering with the flag Jack had 
composed for the Shalom a couple of 
years earlier.

Today, Ellis Friedman remembers 
thinking, “How come no one thought 
of this before … the figures of the 
people intertwined with their arms 
and their legs and suddenly there’s 
a Star of David. That is so fabulous.”

In writing about it in 1974, Ellis 
focused on how Jack came to create 
that logo, experimenting with it during 
off-duty hours while in the Army three 
years earlier. The central star was a 
serendipitous surprise that struck him 
as he worked with abstract figures 
of people.

Riveted by the 1973 Yom Kippur 
War, Jack revisited that old design to 
create a unifying symbol of strength, 
shifting from three abstract figures 
to six rounder representations of 
people, adding the tag line “together 
we are not alone.”

Not long thereafter, Jack developed 
a deceptively simple mark for the 
JCC, shaping a series of interlocking 
letter Js into a circle, and again 
somehow creating the Star of David, 
this t ime in the inter ior negative 
space.  Th is  logo has  appeared 
regularly on the Centerpiece and, if 
one pauses to notice, the Js on their 
sides look like Cs, so each letter of 
the acronym is covered.

Jack’s idea was to “address from 
a distance the importance of unity” 
and, he recalls, when the “rotation 
of the letter J became apparent,” he 
suddenly saw what would make the 
mark work.

In the 1990s,  Jack created a 
mark for the new Holocaust Library 
(now the Lakin Holocaust Library 
and Resource Center) housed at 
Albright College, a joint initiative of 

the Federation and the college, to 
serve as a resource for research, 
education, and archival materials. 
This logo packs multiple levels of 
meaning. To unpack just the surface 
symbols ,  cons ider  the power  o f 
red — blood, f lame, heat — and 
the power of black — ash, cold, 
nothingness.

In his book “Designing Logos, The 
Process of Creating Symbols That 
Endure” (Allworth Press, 2008), Jack 
says this about the splayed lines: 
“they suggest an overhead view of 
pages in six opened books” and this 
about the stark red and black: “…the 
red converging ‘page’ lines radiate 
a sense of intense heat while the 
black background in the negative star 
appears ominously morbid.”

The 1990s a lso saw the Star 
o f  D a v i d  i n v i g o r a t i n g  R e f o r m 
Congregation Oheb Sholom’s Food 
F e s t i v a l  m e s s a g e  a n d  m a k i n g 
tangible the support provided by 
J e w i s h  F a m i l y  S e r v i c e .  I n  t h e 
former, the emblematic foods form 
the s ix  arms of  the s tar ;  in  the 
latter, clasped hands merge with 
the star, embracing and becoming 
one with it. Jack credits early Oheb 
Sho lom food  fes t i va l  o rgan ize r 
Kenny Barnett as having significant 
influence in developing that event’s 
logo.

I n  2 0 0 0 ,  J a c k  t o o k  a n o t h e r 
approach in designing a logo for the 
Sinai Academy, a former Jewish day 
school. Now the six-pointed star is 
neither a negative image nor an outer 
shape. It becomes a central positive 
space, taking form in the overlays 
created by the various figures holding 
the Torah in their outreached hands 
as their legs merge into the arms of 
the star.

The 2014 logo defining our new 
direction again combines the star 
and color.

Unlike the Holocaust Center logo, 
its colors are about hope, not pain. 
About the future, not the past. It’s 
about the resilience of enrichment. 
Like all the marks that came before, 

it is about community, continuity, and 
things shared.

While it is “something colorful, with 
heart,” Jack says, it “still manages 
to retain our identity and strength.” 
He adds, “Maybe because there’s 
a healthy distance between wars,” 
we can look forward with hope and 
have an identity that reflects that, 
even “capitalizing on colorful levity 
in a way.”

This mark wasn’t chosen because it 
was the newest; it was chosen because, 
as Richard Nassau explained, “why go 
back to the drawing board — it’s really 
beautiful, really communicates what 
we do, and it’s ours.”

Sometimes looking back propels 
us  f o rwa rd .  Makes  sense  o f  a 
trajectory.  Refreshes and reinforces.  

For those of you who don’t have 
the pleasure of knowing Jeff and 
Jack personally, their “star” rose, 
too, in the years following that first 
logo.

Two of the nicest guys — each a 
real mensch — they built their identity 
business, Partners Design, into a 
world-class and worldwide concern.

We have been very privileged to 
have had so much of their creative 
a t t e n t i o n  —  s k i l l ,  i n s p i r a t i o n , 
experience, and judgment — to move 
us forward.

Star power: The Gernsheimers and our local logo legacy

How many ways can a Star of David speak?
1973 Interim 1990s 2000 2014

Jewish Federation 
of Reading

JCC Jewish Family 
Service

Lakin Holocaust 
Resource Center

RCOS Jewish 
Food Festival

Sinai Academy Jewish Federation 
of Reading

Jack and Jeff Gernsheimer toast the 38th anniversary of Partners Design in 2009. Their locally-based firm, founded in 1971, earned a 
global reputation for excellence in graphic arts, but the brothers have never forgotten the importance of putting their expertise to work 

for their own community.

Call Today for Your Complimentary Consultation   610-376-3956 

311 Penn Avenue, West Reading, 19611 BarrerAndWhite.com 

James G. Barrer, DMD Douglas W. White, DMD 
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By Amanda J. Hornberger
A web of family secrets unravels in 

“Aida’s Secrets,” a documentary following 
a family fractured by war. Two brothers, 
Izak and Shep, were born inside the 
Bergen-Belsen displaced persons camp in 
1945 and separated as babies, never told 
of the other’s existence. Nearly 70 years 
later, the discovery of family records leads 
the brothers to an emotional reunion with 
their elderly mother, Aida, who hid more 
from Izak and Shep than just each other.

Aida’s Secrets is the first film of our 2018 
Reading Jewish Film Series and will be shown 
on Wednesday, Sept. 13 at 7 p.m. at FOX 
EAST, 4350 Perkiomen Ave., Reading (next 
to Boscov’s East).

The 2018 Reading Jewish Film Series is 
co-sponsored by the Rubin Educational Fund 
of the Jewish Federation of Reading and Fox 
Theatres. Admission is $5 per film or $30 

for the series of seven films. All films will be 
shown on Wednesday evenings at 7 p.m. at 
FOX EAST. Tickets can be purchased at the 
theater beginning at 6:30 p.m. the day of the 
screening, and series tickets can be bought 
at the JCC. Cash and checks are accepted.

The complete list of dates and films for 
the 2018 Reading Jewish Film Series can be 
found below:

Sept. 13 — “Aida’s Secret”
Nov. 1 — “Hummus! The Movie* with the 

Islamic Center of Reading
Dec. 13 — “There are Jews Here”
Jan. 24 — “The Women’s Balcony”
March 7 — “Body & Soul: An American 

Bridge”* with the Central Pennsylvania African 
American Museum 

April 4 — “Fanny’s Journey”
May 16 — “The Venice Ghetto, 500 Years 

of Life”*
*Special event following screening

Following “Hummus!” on Nov. 1 and in 
partnership with the Islamic Center of Reading, 
we will host a complimentary hummus tasting 
sponsored by Wyomissing Family Restaurant.

By Vicki Haller Graff
Travel back in time with us to 

the days of Mount Sinai. Imagine 
you are there as Aaron creates 
the Golden Calf, as Moses comes 
down the mountain to witness 
the corruption of the people, and 
imagine a rewriting of biblical 
history to put Aaron on trial for 
his actions. 

Now imagine YOU are a 
participant in the trial.We are 
looking for actors and public 
speakers to play a variety of roles 

in the upcoming play reading 
of “The Trial of Aaron” by Jesse 
Waldinger. 

The cast includes Aaron, 
the judge, prosecut ion and 
defense lawyers, witnesses 
and a jury foreman. The jury 
is selected from the audience.  
Following the tr ial, the jury 
is  sent  ou t  to  de- l ibera te . 
During the del iberat ion the 
remaining audience is lead 
in a discussion by our rabbis.  
Finally, the jury returns and the 

verdict is read. The audience-
jury determines the fate of 
Aaron. 

No act ing experience or 
memorization is required. Attend 
two rehearsals to learn the details 
of the script, characters, and 
situation. “Trial of Aaron” will take 
place at RCOS on Saturday, Nov. 
18 at 7 pm.

Cast:
Joshua, the judge
Bailiff
Hur, the prosector

Milcah, Aaron’s attorney
Eldad, an elder, witness for 

the prosecution, expert on the Ten 
Commandments

Azubah, a gentle 18-year-old-
girl, intern in Milcah’s office

Imnah, a Levite, witness for 
the prosecution, hostile to Moses 
and Aaron

Aaron, the defendent
Foreman of the jury
Interested? Please contact 

Amanda at amandah@jfreading.
org or 610-921-0624

2018 film series kicks off with family documentary

You’re invited to participate in ‘Trial of  Aaron’ reading

By Amanda J. Hornberger
This fall the JCC is pleased to 

host a collection of art by Peter 
Schnore. The exhibit portrays his 
lifetime achievement as an artist. 

Schnore has been winning 
awards for his art since the 1950s. 
Most recently he won the top prize 

in painting at The State of the 
Art Show at the state museum in 
Harrisburg in 2011, as well as the 
top landscape prize, the Alden 
Bryan Memorial Medal, at the 
annual shows of the Allied Artists 
of America in 2009 and 2015. The 
photo used to promote this exhibit, 

see CenterPiece, is that award-
winning landscape.

The show will consist of prize-
winning paintings, four older 
Minimalist works as well as recent 
works and others of special 
interest.

We invite you to come to the 

JCC from Sept. 14 through Dec. 
1 to experience Schnore’s unique 
collection of artwork. 

The exhibit will hold an opening 
on Thursday, Sept. 14 from 4:30 to 
6:30 p.m. Light refreshments will 
be served that evening. Come out 
and enjoy the art!

‘A Lifetime Achievement of  Art’ opens at the JCC
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92nd St. Y Programs

Game Nights

Community Shabbat

Reading Jewish Film Series

Great Decisions

Interfaith Mitzvah Day

Yom Ha’atzmaut

PJ Library

PJ Our Way

Leo Camp Lecture

Tech Tuesday

Yom Hazikaron

Art Exhibits

Yom Hashoah

Annual Meeting and Picnic

Purim Carnival

Richard J. Yashek

Memorial Lecture   

Kristallnacht Remembrance

Youth Events

Purim Masquerade Party

Bridge

Chevra

Mahjong

Trips to NYC/Philadelphia

Lakin Holocaust Library

& Resource Center   

Shabbat B’yachad

Community Calendar

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Did you know that bees and cross-pollination are 

crucial for growing quality apples? Just in time for Rosh 
Hashanah, kids are invited to learn about bees, honey 
and apples with PJ Library of Reading!

Join us at the JCC on Sunday, Sept. 10 at 11 a.m. 
where we’ll be joined by Kayla Fusselman, the 2017 
Pennsylvania Honey Queen! Kayla will teach us all about 
bees, pollination, honey and apples!

In addition to enjoying a fun craft and apple snack, 
we will be doing a Tzedakah project for our local seniors 
and community partners. Help us put together apple and 
honey care packages for the New Year.

Parents and grandparent are welcome along with 
kids through age 8. This is a FREE community event but 
RSVP is required by Sept. 9 to Amanda at amandah@
jfreading.org or 610-921-0624. 

Bees, honey and apples!
PJ Library fun this month

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Thanks to our techie teens, Abby and Tristan, Tech 

Tuesdays will be back in September! There will be a 
series of five classes held this fall at the JCC.

Sept. 12 will be the first class on PCs followed by 
a class on Google Drive on Sept. 19. In October we’ll 
cover Google Maps and Find My iPhone on the third and 
Android phone basics on the 17th. Finally, on November 
28th there will be an open session where Abby and 
Tristan will try to answer whatever tech related questions 
you may have.

All classes will be held at 4 pm at the JCC. Please try 
to bring the appropriate device to class. ALL are welcome!

Please note these are free classes, but we need 
RSVPs to hold the class. Please let Brenda know if you 
are planning to attend by the day prior. Thank you.

Tech Tuesdays return
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By Rabbi Barry Dov Lerner
Reading Jewish Community High 

School begins a new year Sept. 10 
from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at the JCC.

All students between eighth and 
12th grade are invited to take part. 
No synagogue affiliation is required. 

We need registrat ion onl ine at 
h t t ps : / / r ead ing jew ishcommun i t y.
org/community/ jewish-community-
high-school as soon as possible and 
choices in courses, where first-come, 
first-served where possible.

Questions from parents or students 
about the content of courses – email 
Rabbi  Dov bdlerner1@gmai l .com 
– and questions about registration 
contact Amanda at the JCC office 
-  amandah@jfreading.org or 610-
921-0624.

One of the course highlights this 
year  is  “Jewish B ioeth ics :  Mora l 
Choices for Modern Jews,” which will 
be offered in with new challenges as 
a result of modern technology and 
Jewish tradition and law.

 “Morals” is derived from the Greek 
wo rd  “mos , ”  mean ing  “ cus tom, ” 
and “Ethics” is also der ived from 
t h e  G r e e k ,   “ e t h i k o s ”  m e a n i n g 
“character.” We wil l  consider both 
“mo ra l s ”  as  t he  cus toms  o f  t he 
Jewish community and transmitted 
across the generations while “ethics” 
def ines the character and values 
of an individual, Jewish and non-
Jewish.

F o r  i n d i v i d u a l  J e w s  a n d  a s 
members of the Jewish community, 
the moral and ethical dimensions 
of various choices can be striking: 
i f  we could do something, should 
we if we can? What would motivate 
a  p e r s o n a l  r e f u s a l  o r  a  J e w i s h 
o r  even  Amer i can  den ia l  o f  t he 
experimental treatment? If we can 
alter the genetics of a human T cell 
such to  a t tack  and k i l l  leukemia 
cells, under what conditions would 
we not attempt such an experimental 
therapy.

We mus t  d i s t ingu ish  be tween 
“ s c i e n c e ”  a n d  l e a r n i n g  a b o u t 
humanity and the world in which we 
l ive and “technology” or the ways 
in  wh ich  we can  make  p rac t i ca l 
changes in our world.

Actual bioethical decisions may 
differ based on each varying sources 
of  ethical  guidance, for example, 
should we use the results of medical 
experiments performed on Jews by 
the Nazis? Does it make a difference 
i f  i t  i s  theoret ica l  in format ion or 
prac t ica l  resu l ts  fo r  medic ine or 

science? Do al l  Jews and Jewish 
denominations agree on the answer?

 What is the proper blessing to 
make before smoking marijuana — 
assuming it is legal to do so?  Does 
i t  make any di fference i f  a Torah 
scroll is printed using machinery or 
silk screening or the traditional use 
of quill and “kosher ink?”

 Is there any limit we should impose 
on robotics or “artificial intelligence?” 
What about the use of AI and robots 
becoming par t ia l ly  or  complete ly 
independent of human supervision 
and continuing instructions?

 If  we could transplant a human 
h e a d  a n d  n e r v o u s  s y s t e m  o n t o 
another body – should we?  What 
i f  we could keep a brain al ive after 
the body dies – should we?  I f  a 
medicine costs mil l ions of dol lars, 
shou ld  we  make  any  d i s t i nc t i on 
between saving one l i fe or  using 
that same fund to save 10 or a 100 
or a 1000 l ives? And, who should 
decide?

 Come, discuss, debate and we 
might  even come to  some mora l 
and ethical conclusions for modern 
Judaism.

Among the other courses available 
this year:

 “The American Jewish Experience”
The course wil l  cover the saga 

of American Jewry from the early 
establishment of Jewish communities 
in  Co lon ia l  Amer ica  th rough the 
c o n t e m p o r a r y  p r o b l e m s  f a c i n g 
American Jewry today 

“Current Events”
 A  v a r i e t y  o f  n e w s  e v e n t s , 

d o m e s t i c  a n d  i n t e r n a t i o n a l  d o 
have an effect on us — the local 
Jewish community and the world. 
What do Judaism and Jewish values 
contr ibute to US and world events 
and decisions.

‘REEL Israel’
“REEL I s rae l ”  was  reques ted 

b y  t h e  s t u d e n t s .  T h e y  w a n t  t o 
understand more about the culture 
of modern Israel, and how it evolved 
f rom ea r l y  I s rae l  t o  t he  cu r ren t 
modern State of Israel.

W e  h a v e  a  f i l m  f r o m  1 9 1 3 
wh i ch  was  recen t l y  d i scove red , 
recovered from the celluloid stock 
and distributed – including inserted 
episodes of Israeli actors/actresses 
reciting letters and statements from 
that early history.

 We wi l l  see f i lms, st i l l  photos 
and YouTube videos reflecting the 
impact of immigrants from a wide 
variety of cultures in the Middle East, 

from Europe and Afr ica and even 
Southeast Asia. Some are musicals, 
and some are comedies — and some 
are both. We will see early Israeli 
exported f i lms and some modern 
Israeli TV.

 N o  k n o w l e d g e  o f  H e b r e w  i s 
r equ i r ed ,  a l t hough  we  w i l l  a l so 
d i s c u s s  t h e  i n t e r - t e x t u a l i t y  o f 
Hebrew, Arabic and English — the 
three official languages of Israel.

Religious Studies
We plan on two different courses 

surveying back-to-back “Comparative 
Judaism” and then in the second 
semeste r  “Compara t i ve  Weste rn 
Rel ig ions.”  This a lso has been a 
requested course reviewing what have 
been the “contemporary big Four” of 
Reform,  Or thodox,  Conserva t ive 
and Reconstructionist Judaism. For 
each of these movements and for 
addit ional “minor” movements, we 
will complete a chart that outlines 
the  major  s ign i f i cant  s imi la r i t ies 
and differences in beliefs, symbols, 
celebrat ions and customs of  l i fe-
cyc le  and  ca lenda r  cyc le .  We ’ l l 
review movements from the time of 
the Samaritans and the first Diaspora 
in 722 and 586 BCE through the 
modern Jewish “sects” of Renewal 
and Humanistic Judaism/

Teen Philanthropy
With the encouragement of Bil l 

Frankl in and the col laborat ion of 
the JCHS, we are proposing the first 
stage of a Teen Tzedakah Program.

In 1997,  ph i lanthropis t  Haro ld 
G r i n s p o o n  e s t a b l i s h e d  B ’ N A I 
TZEDEK in Massachusetts to address 
two needs.

Firstly, he was worried about the 
future of funding for Jewish life in 
America and bel ieved efforts had 
to be made to educate a younger 
generat ion about  the impor tance 
of  Jewish phi lanthropy to ensure 
t h e  f u t u r e  v i b r a n c y  o f  J e w i s h 
organizations.

Secondly, he was alarmed that 
a  b a r / b a t  m i t z v a h ,  r a t h e r  t h a n 
launching teens to a new level of 
Jewish engagement, was all too often 
the end of their Jewish involvement. 
B ’ N A I  T Z E D E K  s u c c e e d e d  a n d 
became par t  o f  the Jewish Teen 
Funder ’s Network.

Sharing that vision and bui lding 
w i t h  a  n a t i o n a l  p r o g r a m  o f 
experiential education and hands-
on communi ty  respons ib i l i ty,  our 
JCHS students wi l l  learn to raise 
funds and then al locate them after 
discussion of the respective merits 
of each charity.

Better Together returns
We are continuing Better Together, 

in which teens and seniors study and 
d iscuss Jewish themes together. 
Both generations had the opportunity 
to  deve lop  f r i endsh ips  w i th  one 
another.

We are grateful to the Reading 
Jewish Federation and our Jewish 
community leadership for enabling us 
to continue with this wonderful inter-
generational educational experience of 
discussion and engagement of multiple 
generations.

The program will meet one Sunday 
each month from 5 to 6:15 p.m. as 
part of the JCHS. 

We welcome new participants. Seniors 
who are interested in joining the program 
are asked to please contact Carole 
Robinson at the Federation office, 610-
921-0624.

All JCHS students are invited to 
take part as well. Taking part could 
fulfill high school community service 
responsibilities.

Jewish Community High School opens Sept. 10

24/7 Medical Eye Emergencies  
Comprehensive Vision Care
Post Concussion Syndrome
Specialty Contact Lenses
Diabetic Retinopathy
Pediatric Eye Care
Contact Lenses
Optical Services
Orthokeratology 
Allergy

Refractive Surgery Comanagement
Vision Therapy/Orthoptics
Low Vision Rehabilitation
Color Blindness Glasses

Macular Degeneration
Routine Eye Care

Glaucoma
  Cataracts

Infection
Dry Eye

WYOMISSING OPTOMETRIC CENTER

WYOMISSING  

50 Berkshire Court

Wyomissing, PA 19610  

Phone: 6103743134 

DOUGLASSVILLE  

1050 Benjamin Franklin Hwy. W.  

Douglassville, PA 19518

Phone: 6103854333

MYERSTOWN  

356 West Main Avenue  

Myerstown, PA 17067  

Phone: 7178661400 

The Best Care In Sight!

Glenn S. Corbin, OD

Kerry J. Burrell, OD

Karen L. Heaney, OD

Heidi L. Sensenig, OD, MS

Michael D. Burkhart, OD

Amanda S. Legge, OD

Perry C. Umlauf, OD

wyo-opto.com
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Camp Scholarships

Israel Trips

Jewish Community

   High School   

Lakin Preschool

Better Together
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By Sari Incledon, M.Ed.
This fall many of us 

will be making health 
insurance choices.  
I hope the following 
information will be 
helpful and promote 
wise choices.

Medicare – This 
year Medicare open 
enrollment is Oct. 
15 to Dec. 7. During 
this period you can sign up for, change 
or disenroll from your plan. As a service 
to the Jewish community, Phyllis Dessel 
(who worked for 20 years at the Berks 
Office of Aging), will meet individually with 
seniors who need assistance evaluating 
their Medicare choices.  Please call Sari 
at JFS to arrange an appointment (610-
921-0624).  In addition, Berks Encore’s 
APPRISE team can answer questions 
and discuss changes for 2018 at free 
education sessions.

Berks Encore Presentations:
• Wernersville – Thursday, Oct. 12, 

at 11 a.m.
• Reading – Thursday, Oct. 12, at 1 

p.m.
• Mifflin – Friday Oct. 13, at 10:30 

a.m.
Other free education sessions in the 

community include:
• The Highlands at Wyomissing – 

Monday, Oct. 9, at 6:30 p.m.
• Penn State Health St. Joseph’s 

Bern Campus – Thursday, Oct. 12, at 6:30 
p.m.

There is good news for all of us who 
are concerned with eliminating fraud and 
identity theft. Medicare is taking steps 

to remove Social Security numbers from 
Medicare cards. Through this initiative 
the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS) will prevent fraud, fight 
identity theft, and protect essential program 
funding and the private healthcare and 
financial information of our Medicare 
beneficiaries.

CMS will issue new Medicare cards 
with a new unique, randomly-assigned 
number called a Medicare Beneficiary 
Identifier (MBI) to replace the existing 
Social Security-based Health Insurance 
Claim Number (HICN) both on the cards 
and in various CMS systems we use now.  
CMS will start mailing new cards to people 
with Medicare benefits in April 2018.  All 
Medicare cards will be replaced by April 
2019.

In addition to Phyllis Dessel’s volunteer 
service to the Jewish community Berks 
Encore’s APPRISE staff can help with 
Medicare related questions and can be 
reached at 610-374-3195 ext. 208 or at 
APPRISE@BerksEncore.org

Affordable Care Act Enrollment
Open enrollment for the Affordable Care 

Act for 2018 runs from Nov. 1 to Dec. 15, 
2017. All plans will be effective Jan.1. You 
cannot enroll outside of open enrollment 
unless you have a qualifying event (some 
qualifying events include becoming a U.S. 
citizen, marriage, divorce, job loss among 
some others).

Many people have found it challenging 
to navigate this system on line or by phone 
and we are fortunate that Phyllis Dessel is 
able to work with members of the Jewish 
community who need assistance.  We 
can set up an appointment with Phyllis by 
contacting JFS at 610-921—0624.  The 

official site for Affordable Care Act is www.
Healthcare.gov and customer service is 
800-318-2596.

Help With Prescriptions for Seniors
Pennsylvania’s prescription assistance 

programs for older adults, PACE and 
PACENET, offer low cost prescription 
medication to qualified residents, age 
65 and older.  For more information, call 
1-800-225-7223.

PACE and PACENET eligibility is 
determined by your previous calendar 
year’s income.

PACE
• You must be 65 or older.
• A Pennsylvania resident for at least 

90 days prior to the date of application
• You cannot be enrolled in the 

Department of Human Service’s Medicaid 
prescription benefit.

• For a single person, total income 
must be $14,500 or less.

• For a married couple, combined 
total income must be $17,700 or less.

PACENET
• You must be 65 years or older.
• A Pennsylvania resident for at least 

90 days prior to the date of application.
• You cannot be enrolled in the 

Department of Human Service’s Medicaid 
prescription benefit.

• PACENET income limits are 
slightly higher than those for PACE

• For a single person, total income 
can be between $14,500 and $23,500

• For a married couple, combined 
total income can be between $17,700 and 
$31,500

To download an application or to apply 
online, visit PACECares or call 1-800-225-
7223

Help with insurance choices
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Food Pantry

Friendship Circle

Counseling Services

Transportation

Financial Assistance

Hospital and

   Home Visitations   

Living with Loss

Information and

   Referral   

Case Management

Holiday Programs

At the Jewish Cultural Center
1100 Berkshire Blvd., Wyomissing

Learn the following:
     Strategies to maximize your benefits
     How benefits are calculated: how to coordinate benefits with your spouse
     Common mistakes that may cost retirees thousands in lifetime benefits
     What the new law means for your social security decision 

Speaker:  Earl Schultz
Strategic Wealth Advisory, Birdsboro

Wednesday, November 15 at 7pm

“Maximizing Social Security 
Benefits”

Planning for 
Retirement 

These events are FREE and ALL are invited to attend! Minimum registration is required. 
Please RSVP to Sari Incledon (610) 921-0624 or email Sarii@JFReading.org   

	 “Maximizing	Social	Security	Benefits”	RSVP	by	October	28		
	 “Basic	Introduction	to	Medicare”	RSVP	by	November	7

Learn about all the parts of Medicare:
     Medicare Part A- hospital insurance
     Medicare Part B- medical insurance
     Medicare Part C- Medicare Advantage plans
     Medicare Part D- prescription drug plans

Speaker:  Phyllis Dessel, community volunteer, 
Retired from Berks County Area Office of Aging

Wednesday, November 8 at 7pm

“Basic Introduction to 
Medicare”

If you are planning to retire in the near 
future, our two informational programs 

can help you make important decisions.

Jewish Family Service programs 2017

The Board of Directors and staff of the Jewish Federation mourn the recent loss of 

Shirley Jacobs
We extend our deepest condolences to her son Bobby and sister Margery 
Altman and her entire family.  Shirley was the longtime director of the JCC 

Friendship Circle and was Jewish Family Service’s volunteer coordinator.  She 
also taught in RCOS’s religious school for 40 years.  Shirley will be greatly 

missed by all who knew her.
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“Carsonia Park –
Midway of Memories”
Thursday, Sept 7 1:45 p.m.
Author Paul A. Druzba will transport 
his audience on a trip back in time to 
Reading in the 1890s and the creation 

of Carsonia Park. The Pennside 
attraction, which originated as a trolley 

park, developed from a picnic grove 
into an amusement park, complete 

with the Crystal Ballroom, a spring-
fed pool, and thrilling amusement 

rides. 

Jewish Family Service thanks the following med-
ical professionals and their staffs for generously 
providing services and products to JFS clients:

Dr. Harriet Comite
Dr. Glenn Corbin

By Carole Robinson
An intergenerational party was held 

on Thursday, Aug. 17, at Friendship 
Circle.  Twenty seniors were joined by 
ten children and their parents.

After enjoying pizza and ice cream, 
the children made gifts and handed 
them out to their new grandfriends.  
Everyone part ic ipated in a sing-

along, followed by the story “Five 
Little Gefiltes.” Though it was a noisy 
afternoon, the seniors delighted in the 
children’s antics and their smiles. One 
woman remarked that she doesn’t have 
any grandchildren, so it meant a lot to 
her to spend time with the children. 

Thank you to the Woodward family 
for sponsoring this special afternoon.

Making ‘grandfriends’ at Friendship Circle

Events In and Around Berks 
JFS Suggests:

Sept. 8-9: 22nd Annual Bowers Chile Pepper Festival (www.pepper.com) 
Sept. 9-10: 32nd Annual Mushroom Festival- Kennett Square www.mushroomfestival.org

Sept. 17 : 34th Annual Lyons Fiddle Festival (www.lyonsfiddle.com)
 

Ending Sept. 17: Andrew Wyeth in Retrospect.
 More than 100 of Wyeth’s finest paintings on exhibit at the Brandywine River Museum, Chadds Ford, to mark the 100th anniversary of his birth.

Berks History Center has a group tour to the museum on Tuesday, Sept. 12.
Members $100/Non-members $110- Leaves Shillington at 8 a.m., returns at 6 p.m.

Contact Vicki Heffner at 610-375-4375 or education@berkshistory.org for more information.

Jewish Family Service and the Manor at Market 
Square invite seniors to a

Rosh Hashanah Service
and Holiday Lunch
Tuesday, Sept. 19 at 10:45 a.m.

All are welcome.
Reservations required. Call JFS at 610-921-0624 by Sept. 8.

Jewish Family Service holds monthly Shabbat services at the Manor at Market 
Square.  We meet on the last Friday of the month to light candles, pray, and 

partake of challah and grape juice.

Shabbat at Manor at Market Square
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Harriet Baskin

Eric & Marissa Bluestone

Sid & Esther Bratt

Glenn & Gaye Corbin

Marc & Marcia Filstein

Arthur Fischman and Girls: 
Sheryl, Lisa, Ilene & Phyllis

Jerry Marcus

Barbara & Bernie Fromm

Debbie Goodman, John 
Moyer & Family

Dena & Vic Hammel

Rosalind Hyman

Cynthia & George
Balchunas and Family

Annaliese Bateman

Dr. Boris Corbin

Susan & Richard 
D’Angelo

Russ & Jeri Diesinger

Marcia & George 
Eligman

Jackye & Jim Barrer

David & Barbara Bender

Shirley K. Boscov

Beth & Bob Caster

Dr. C. Harold Cohn

Flamholz Family

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

Albert Diamond
Charles Diamond & Family

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.
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Susan, Michael, Jane & Casey 
Fromm

Radene Gordon-Beck

Judith & Don Karabelnik

Robert & Shirley Kauffman

Judith Kraines & Neil Hoffman

Meir & Haia Mazuz and Family

Jack & Teri Lefkowith

Michele, Benjamin,
Leah & Adam Leisawitz

Richard & Elizabeth 
Nassau

Rosalye Yashek & Family

Ethel Engel

Jane E. Goodman

Claire Greenfogel
 and Family

Phyllis Jacoby

Norman & Mary Ellen 
Kaye

Nancy Knoblauch

Fran & Larry Gross 
and Family

The Haas Family

Myron & Karen Kabakoff

Betsy & Alvin Katz 
and Family

Naomi & Alex Knoll

Eileen Kope

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

Ed Lakin
Maralyn & Ken Lakin and 
Family

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

Bill & Andi Franklin

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.
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The Moyer Family

Barb & Dave Paul

Gordon & Carol Perlmutter

Kathleen & Richard Roeberg 
and Family

Barb, Seth, Dana & 
Michael Rosenzweig

Larry & Alison
Rotenberg and Family

Judy & Jim Schwank

Sy Youngerman

Missy & Allen
Zimmerman

The Levine Family

Esta & Randy
Neugroschel

Sandee & Neal Nevitt

Ingrid Soltysik

Mark, Tracy, Harry, 
Max & Sam Weiss

Andy & Corinne
Wernick and Family

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

Rita & Norman
Wilikofsky

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

Jonathan, Jan, Sara & Zach
Simon

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Louise Zeidman & 
Family

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

Yvonne & Manny Wittels

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year
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2017 Shalom Contributors
We wish to thank the following members of our community for their generous support of Shalom:

PATRON $154 AND OVER
Dena and Vic Hammel       Rosalye L. Yashek

SPONSOR $118 - $153
Driben Family   Susan and Michael Fromm  Jack Gernsheimer and Nancy Wolff
Radene Gordon-Beck       Phyllis Jacoby

DONOR $72 - $117
Lois and Irv Cohen   Glenn and Gaye Corbin  Bill and Andi Franklin
I. Leon Kaplan   Nancy Knoblauch    Jack and Teri Lefkowith
Barb and David Paul  Judy and Jim Schwank  Missy and Allen Zimmerman

SUPPORTER $36 - $71
Cynthia & George Balchunas and Family      Jim and Jackye Barrer
Harriet Baskin     Anneliese Bateman   Shirley K. Boscov
Sidney & Esther Bratt   Judy Copeland   Boris Corbin
Susan and Richard D’Angelo  Dr. Jerome Dersh   Albert Diamond
Ethel Engel     Margaret and Kal Feinberg  Marc and Marcia Filstein
Arthur Fischman    Samuel and Sarah Flamholz Lory and Alan Fleischer
Barbara and Bernie Fromm   Claire Fruchter   Aleksandr Galker
Ann and Edward Golden   Debbie Goodman and John Moyer Jane E. Goodman
Larry and Fran Gross   Rosalind Hyman   Don and Judith Karabelnik
Robert and Shirley Kauffman   Eileen Kope     Judith Kraines and Neil Hoffman
Edwin Lakin     Steve and Carrie Latman  Roberta Lawit
Benjamin and Michele Leisawitz   Alan and Lisa Levine  Jack Linton
Jay H. Moyer     Richard and Elizabeth Nassau Esta and Randy Neugroschel
Sandee and Neal Nevitt   Gordon and Carol Perlmutter Richard and Kathleen Roeberg
Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig   Larry and Alison Rotenberg Peter Schiffman
Moisey Schneider    Jon and Vee Vee Scott  Irene Sileski
Jonathan and Jan Simon   Henry and Helene Singer  Jill Skaist
Charon Snyder and Warren Sheaffer Ingrid Soltysik   Weiss Family
Andy and Corinne Wernick   Rita and Norman Wilikofsky Yvonne and Manny Wittels
Sy Youngerman         Louise Zeidman

OTHER
Seymour Bloom    Dr. C. Harold Cohn   Irving and Diane Fidler
Naum and Lyudmila Ger   Myron and Karen Kabakoff  Cheryl Spillerman
      Sylvia Wenger

Co
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Arlene and Irving Ehrl ich  are 
p roud to  announce the  b i r th  o f 
thei r  granddaughter  Evelyn Anne 
S a c h s  b o r n  J u l y  9 .  D e l i g h t e d 

parents  are Mel issa Ehr l ich and 
Garret  Sachs of  At lanta.

***
We love good news about members of 

our community! Please share it by emailing 
Marknem@aol.com.

Until next time: Shalom!

Page � Shalom March 2010

Community News

Lucy  Suzanne  Knoblauch 
Zeidman, 96, Wyomissing.

Surviving are a son, Bruce F., 
husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman, of 
Shillington; a brother, Harry Knoblauch, 
husband of Edith Knoblauch, of Reading; 
a sister, Ruth Balis of Wyomissing; and 
several nieces and nephews.

---
Irene S. Zeidman, 62, Wyomissing.  

She is survived by her brother Bruce 
F., husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman 
of Shillington.

 ---
Robert Berger, 54, Reading.
He was the former spouse of Lea 

Berger, Reading. He is survived by 
two daughters, Molly R. Berger, State 
College, and Bethany S. Berger, 
Reading; and one brother, Dr. Barry M. 
Berger, husband of Kathleen A. Vieweg, 
Boston, Mass.

---
 David Moyer, 85, Reading.
 He is survived by his wife, Marjorie 

L. (Sulman) Moyer.  He is also survived 
by his daughters, Aileen D., widow 
of Neal H. Endy, of Pennside, and E. 
Roxanne, wife of Les Walker, of Batavia 
Ohio; sons, Stan B. , husband of Kristine 
K. Moyer, of Sinking Spring and Jay 
H., husband of Margaret R. Moyer, of 
Muhlenberg Township.  Other survivors 
are grandchildren: Brett A. Endy, Chad 
M. Endy and Elizabeth K. Moyer; and 
great-grandchildren, Carson N., Logan 
C., Ardyn N. and Ava L. Endy

---
Shirley Robinson of B’nai B’rith 

Apartments. Survived by her Friendship 
Circle friends.

 ---
 Louis Malamud, 95, formerly 

of Temple.  He is survived by a son, 
Mitchel, husband of Laura Malamud, 
of Las Vegas; grandchildren Barry 
husband of Johna Malamud, Deborah 
Babbit-Malamud and Sheri Malamud; 
and great-grandchildren: Jessy Babbit, 
Carly Malmud and Ian Malamud.

Obituaries

By Joan G. Friedman
Congratulations to Korey Blanck  

and to Edith Blanck on the birth of 
their new granddaughter  and great-
granddaughter!

 ***
Mazel Tov to the Bluestone Family: 

To David and Marianna on their new 
daughter and to grandparents Eric and 
Marissa.

  ***
Congratulations to Charles and 

Brenda Diamond on the engagement 
of their son Brett and to grandfather Al 
Diamond.

***
Mazel Tov to Rosalind Hyman and 

her daughter, Attorney.Cathy Hyman 

Badal, who has received the honor of 
being chosen as the Child Advocate of 
the Year for the State of Pennsylvania.

***
Best wishes to our Berks County 

athletes competing in the 2010 Maccabi 
Games:

Emily & Jared Baksic, swimming
Andrew Blickle, basketball
Matthew Eisenberg, swimming
Hannah and Alexis Glassmire, 

swimming
Brandon Missan, soccer

Until next time: Shalom!
[Email all your simcha news to joan@

friedman.net]

All Around the Town_________

 I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea!
We hear this again and again from residents of The Highlands.

• People are so friendly.
• There’s so much for me to do.
• I love the independence and

privacy at The Highlands.
• I don’t worry about my future.
• Dining is like a fine restaurant.
• My kids are so glad I’m here.
• I feel like I’m at a resort.
• This was a smart and valuable

financial decision.
• They do things first class.
• I wish I’d moved here sooner.
• I love it here!

Come tour The Highlands.
Find out first hand why it is the best place for

retirement living.

EQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T Y

If you’re exploring options and choices
for your retirement years, be sure to call
us for a tour.  You too can be a part of
this wonderful lifestyle.  We have every-
thing from a studio apartment to gracious
cottages.  We would love to meet you
and answer your questions.

Call for lunch and a tour today.
�10-775-2300

www.thehighlands.org

Shalom Newspaper (Joan Friedman)
5” (2 col.) x 7”

Questions?
Contact Jodi Gibble, Marketing Director

The Highlands at Wyomissing
2000 Cambridge Ave., Wyomissing, PA 19�10

�10-288-3405

You’ve worked hard to accumulate your wealth. 

Trust it to someone who will work even harder to 

grow your assets and provide you with peace of mind 

as you plan for the future. From financial planning and 

investment management to custom credit solutions, 

deposit products and more. Clermont Wealth Strategies 

– personal, focused and highly confidential.

Financial Planning

Custom Credit Solutions

Wealth Preservation & Transfer Services

Comprehensive Investment Management

Bank Deposit & Convenience Products 

Retirement Planning

CLERMONT WEALTH STRATEGIES
A T

1.866.332.8393
clermontwealth.com

Securities and Insurance Products:
Not FDIC-Insured • Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency
No Financial Institution Guarantee • May lose value • Not a deposit

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Images from
Yemin Orde

Area resident and recent college 
graduate Jessica Flamholz sent us 
these pictures from her recent visit 
to Yemin Orde, an Israeli village 
for children and youth supported 

by our Federation. 

KEEP UP WITH THE COMMUNITY
Visit www.readingjewishcommunity.org

Obituaries
S h i r l e y  K .  J a c o b s ,  9 2 ,  o f 

Reading. Shir ley ran the Senior 
Friendship Circle program at the 
JCC and was volunteer coordinator 

for Jewish Family Service for many 
years. She also taught rel igious 
school at RCOS. Shirley is survived 
by her son Robert of Reading, her 
sister Margery Altman and several 
nieces and nephews.

---
Marlene R. (Litsky) Brenner, 83, 

of Reading. She was the wife of the 
late Mitchell Brenner.  Marlene is 
survived by her two sons, Jack and 
Keith Brenner.

Film at GoggleWorks focuses on Hasidic life
Jewish News Service

In “Menashe,” scheduled to run 
Sept. 1-7 at the Boscov Film Theatre in 
the GoggleWorks Center for the Arts, 
director Joshua Weinstein has delicately 
crafted a work that emanates a rarely 
seen authenticity, tenderness and 
depth sadly lacking in other mainstream 
films about Hasidic Jews and their 
communities.

A Hasidic father named Menashe, 
who works long hours in a small grocery 
store in Brooklyn, has lost his young wife, 
Lea, to illness. Their sole child, Rieven, 
an adolescent, has become suddenly 
bereft of his beloved mother. Anchored 
against the resulting father-and-son 
relationship is Aizek, Menashe’s former 
brother-in-law and Rieven’s uncle, a 
successful but arrogant property owner 

who seeks custody of the boy to raise 
him in his own family.

This heart-wrenching triangulated 
scenario could play out anywhere. But 
this is Borough Park, home to numerous 
Hasidic groups, a world unknown — 
and misunderstood and misjudged — by 
many. Filmed on location, this engrossing 
exploration of love, grief and devotion pulses 
to the heartbeat of the Hasidic community 
and its many nuances. In the film, spoken 
almost entirely in Yiddish (with English 
subtitles), Weinstein sheds layer after layer, 
and reveals a profound humanity.

The film tells the real-life story of 
Menashe Lustig, who loosely portrays 
himself in the film. Most of the actors 
are Hasidim. The casting choices are 
instrumental to the film’s authenticity.

From the brilliant opening scene 

of a dispute over the sale of a head 
of lettuce in the grocery store where 
Menashe is employed, to the faint sun’s 
rays illuminating the early morning ritual 
hand-washing or a wordless sunset 
shared by father and son in the park, the 
camera’s deft touch pulls us into story 
after story. The many local characters 
emanate genuineness and a strong on-
screen presence. 

Soulful music by Zusha, a Hasidic folk 
and jazz band, vitalizes “Menashe” with 
modern wordless niggunim (melodies). 
The searing melody of a solo violin, 
scored by Aaron Martin and Dag 
Rosenqvist, adds color and commentary 
throughout the film and heightens the 
mesmerizing closing scene. 

The film will be screened daily at 1 
and 3 p.m. at the GoggleWorks.
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By Rabbi Brian Michelson
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom

This past spr ing, 
when we celebrated 
Passover, we gathered 
around dining room 
tables, ate matzah, and 
recalled the Exodus 
from Egypt. As we told 
the story we had an 
incredible resource book 
to guide us through our 
journey those evenings, the Haggadah. 
The Haggadah, literally, “the Telling,” we 
read of accomplishments and struggles, 
we recalled challenges and moments of 
gratitude. Passover, despite the fact we 
celebrate at home, is actually when we tell 
our story as a people. We read about our 
redemption from Egyptian bondage and 
how we, as a Jewish people, were born.  

The Jewish High Holidays are also a time 
to reflect on a journey. On Rosh Hashanah 

and Yom Kippur, we tell the story of our own, 
personal journeys. These holidays ask us to 
reflect on our own lives, our personal journeys. 
They invite us to recall the accomplishments 
and struggles, the challenges and moments 
of gratitude they contain.

On Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur, 
we review our life stories as part of a 
much larger process the rabbis referred to 
as T’shuvah, repentance. T’shuvah is the 
spiritual practice of redirecting our attitudes 
and actions. The process of repentance 
begins with questions of self-reflection: 
How have I acted in the past year? Whom 
have I hurt? How have I hurt myself? 
T’shuvah calls us to see how our personal 
choices are responsible for the lives we 
have led. Repentance reminds us that we 
do have the power to make subtle, and 
often amazingly profound, adjustments in 
ourselves, our families, our community, 
and our world.

Rambam, the great medieval doctor 

and rabbi, taught: “Do not imagine that 
character is determined at birth. We 
have been given free will. We ourselves 
decide whether to be learned or ignorant, 
compassionate or cruel, generous or 
miserly. No one forces us, no one decides 
for us, no one drags us along one path 
or the other; we, ourselves, by our own 
volition, chose our way.” (Hilchot T’shuvah 
4) We are responsible for what we have 
done or failed to do. Unlike Passover, 
the stories we tell at this time of year are 
individual and personal. T’shuvah how we 
take ownership of our particular story.

In the end, repentance should lead to the 
question: What will be the responsibilities, 
the mitzvoth, that I can commit myself to in 
the coming year?  It is my hope that during 
this holiday season you will set aside some 
time to reflect on the year that has been 
and the New Year that will be.

May your High Holidays be the beginning 
of a good, sweet, and healthy year.

LOCAL CONGREGATIONS AND SERVICE TIMES
KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE (610) 374-1763

Weekly services Saturdays: 9:30 a.m.; Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m. at Re-
form Congregation Oheb Sholom, 555 Warwick Drive, Wyomissing

REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM (610) 375-6034
Friday, Sept. 1: 6 p.m. Fridays, Sept. 8 and 22: 7:45 p.m.

Friday, Sept. 29, 7 p.m., followed by lecture at 8 p.m.
Saturday, June 3: Will Levin Bar Mitzvah, 4 p.m.

CHABAD CENTER OF BERKS COUNTY (610) 921-0881
Saturday mornings: 9:30 a.m.; Friday evenings: 6:30 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHOMREI HABRITH

By Rabbi Matthew Abelson
Kesher Zion Synagogue

Several years ago, 
I was at the home of a 
friend’s in Jerusalem. 
I was marveling at 
how the residents of 
Jerusalem were able to 
withstand every sort of 
tumult. She said to me, 
“We withstand it, but we 
often pray for boredom.”

The paucity of boredom is now a feature of 
American life, too. When the Yamim Noraim 
approached last year, we were immersed 
in one of the most tense, tenacious, and 
troubling election cycles in American history. 
Rather than bringing a close to that climate, 
the election’s outcome took that climate to 
new heights. 

The personalities, culture warriors, and 
political factions that have placed boredom 
out of reach are not new to American life. 
The advances in technology, particularly 
the explosion of social media, however, 
have created an environment of unceasing 
activity, stimulation, and — inevitably —‚ 
conflict. For this reason, boredom has 
become as out of reach to us as it has been 
for residents of Jerusalem, like my friend. 

Boredom is not an aspiration, but it is also 

not to be scoffed at. A little bit of boredom is 
useful to healthy living. Boredom well used 
can allow for the flourishing of patience. Our 
inclination is to keep up, and in order to keep 
up, we seek to stamp out boredom. Always in 
a state of activity, constantly seeking action 
and satisfaction, impatience soon becomes 
the abiding state in which we live. 

When some of us think of the synagogue, 
we think of boredom. When we combine 
our lack of mastery of Hebrew and our 
nagging skepticism about God’s existence 
with sitting indoors for anywhere between 
two to five hours during Rosh Hashana and 
Yom Kippur, the outcome may be a profound 
sense of boredom. Coming to services, 
I believe, is always beneficial even if the 
most one derives from services is boredom. 
Boredom is the soil in which the tree of 
patience flourishes. 

Patience, of course, paves the way for 
the two objectives of the Yamim Noraim: 
Repentance and atonement. Whereas 
the secular New Year is about resolution, 
the Jewish New Year is about repentance. 
Resolution is about activity. Repentance 
is about self-transformation. Action is a 
long term outcome of repentance, but if 
one thinks of action, then one loses sight 
of the arena that repentance governs. 
The heart and mind is that arena. 

Through patience, we find the ability to 
examine ourselves. For self-examination 
to be successful, we must possess a 
modicum of self-affirmation. Patience 
also generates self-affirmation since it 
allows us to feel our worth outside of 
our activity. The problem with allowing 
activity to dictate self-affirmation is that 
it depends on what is outside of our 
selves. Our jobs, our commitments, and 
our obligations are part of the story of 
who we are, but the fullest sense in which 
we are human beings is independent of 
these externals. 

I don’t mean to suggest that going 
to synagogue is inherently boring, but I 
know what I have felt at times in the past. 
Synagogue and religious services have the 
potential to be as stimulating as all of the 
applications on our mobile devices, if we 
invest time in study and prayer. I hope that 
the coming year, 5778, will be a year in which 
we, as Jews, dedicate more time to study 
and prayer, and for all those who commit to 
that, you can trust that I am readily available 
to you in those explorations. Nonetheless, 
if boredom is a part of our lot during these 
Yamim Noraim, even that has value. From 
boredom to patience to repentance; and 
from repentance, God’s gift of atonement. 
Shana Tova.

Boredom

Let us take ownership of  our personal storiers

High Holidays are a wonderful time 
to connect with members of our Jewish 
community. Below is a summary of Reform 
Congregation Oheb Sholom’s High Holiday 
guest policy.

Guests of Temple Members: Out-of-
town relatives and friends visiting during 
the High Holidays are invited to make a 
reservation with a suggested donation of 
$36 per guest per holiday.  A donation of 
$36 covers all Rosh Hashanah services; an 
additional donation of $36 covers all Yom 
Kippur services.

Non-member Berks Residents: If 
you live in Berks County and would like 
to attend High Holidays as our guest, 

the congregation invites you to make a 
reservation with a $36 donation per guest 
per holiday as described above. Berks 
residents may attend as a guest for one 
year and then are asked to become a 
Temple member to attend. RCOS offers 
annual membership affordable to all.  
Without the financial support of annual 
members, the temple could not afford to 

keep its doors open.
Guest reservations for the High Holidays 

can be made by calling the Temple office at 610-
375-6034 or by registering at ohebsholom.
org. Lynn Driben, Membership Chairperson, 
would be happy to answer questions about 
our guest policy and share information about 
the Temple.  She can be reached at  610-698-
4665 or lmdriben@comcast.net.

RCOS High Holidays guest policy
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Chabad

Kesher Zion

Reform Congregation

   Oheb Sholom   

September �  Elul-Tishrei 

Shabbat Candle Lightings 
	  

Torah Portions	  

September 1 
7:17 p.m. 
 

September 2/Elul 11 
Ki Teitzei (Deuteronomy 21:10-25:19) 

September 8 
7:06 p.m. 
 

September 9/Elul 18 
Ki Tavo (Deuteronomy 26:1-29:8) 

September 15 
6:54 p.m. 
 

September 16/Elul 25 
Nitzavim/Vayelech (Deuteronomy 29:9-31:30) 

September 20 
(Eve of first Rosh Hashanah) 
6:46 p.m. 
 

September 21 
(Eve of second day of Rosh Hashanah) 
7:43 p.m. 

September 22 
6:43 p.m. 
 

September 23/Tishri 3 
Ha’azinu (Deuteronomy 32:1-32:52) 

September 29 
(Eve of Yom Kippur) 
6:31 p.m. 
 

September 30/Tishri 10 
Yom Kippur (Leviticus 16) 
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Investing in our relationships pays many dividends
By Rabbi Yosef Lipsker
Chabad Center of Berks County

How is your love 
life?

This is a question 
m a n y  o f  u s  a s k 
ourselves. In spite 
of the fact that in the 
21st century we have 
succeeded in great 
accompl ishments, 
we still struggle with 
relationships.

We try to chase love and want to 
be loved. We crave a meaningful and 
lasting relationship, but it eludes so 
many of us.

One out of every three weddings we 
dance at will possibly end in divorce.

That’s because love is a paradox.  
The more we crave it, the more we 
yearn for it and focus on what WE want 
and need, and how unhappy we are, the 
more it eludes us. 

Because it’s a paradox, love is only to 
be found when you give. The more you 
give, the more you love unconditionally, 
the more you will fall in love.

During the times of Rabbi Shimon 
bar Yochai, a couple who did not 
have children during their 10 years of 
marriage wanted to end it in divorce. 
They came to this great rabbi to 
facilitate this. 

The rabbi advised them that he 
would help them with this but first they 
should make a great celebration, just 
as they did when they entered into their 
marriage.

The couple planned a great feast 
and celebration, and during this party 
the husband said to his wife “Before 
we divorce, I would like to give you 
anything that your heart desires from 

our home”.
After the wife saw that her husband 

had consumed a few drinks she asked 
some people to help carry him over to 
her parents home.

When her husband awoke in the 
morning he asked, “Where am I?” Then 
he noticed that he was in her parents’ 
home.

He asked his wife, “What am I doing 
here?”

She told him, “You offered me 
anything that my heart desires; I 
decided I wanted you.”

They went back to the rabbi and told 
him that they would remain married.

It was evident to the rabbi that 
something changed in the couple’s 
relationship. No longer was the couple’s 
marriage conditional on whether they 
would bear a child, but rather, it was 
now a commitment to one another- 
unconditionally. Upon seeing this 
change the rabbi said: “Now, I can bless 
you with children,“ and indeed a year 
later they had a child.

This story reminds us that love is 
not what you get, rather, love is what 
you give. 

The more you invest into your 
partner and friends the more you will 
love them.

As we draw close to the holiday of 
Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur we 
must ask ourselves how is our love life 
with G-d?

The more we focus on our own 
needs and what WE want from G-d, the 
more it will elude us.

We need to start giving back to 
G-d. Do a mitzvah. Come to services.  
Meditate, and spend some time with 
Him.

What have we done to build our 

relationship with G-d? What have we 
done to make that connection?

I bless each and everyone of you 
to succeed with your love life through 

giving to the ones you love, and to 
strengthen your relationship with G-d 
as we enter into the new year.

Shana Tova Umetukah!

Suggested contribution for a seat is $100.  

Please call 610-334-3218, email ChabadofBerks@gmail.com, 
or visit www.chabadofberks.org/highholiday to reserve a seat

This program is sponsored by Dr. Jerry Marcus

rosh hashanah:
Wednesday, september 20

Mincha Service .................................................. 6:45 PM
Light candles at ................................................. 6:46 PM
Ma’ariv Service .................................................. 7:00 PM

thursday, september 21
Shacharit Service .............................................. 9:00 AM
Shofar Service ................................................. 11:00 AM
Kiddush following Services at approx 1:00 PM
Mincha Service .................................................. 2:00 PM
Tashlich Service ................................................ 2:15 PM
Ma’ariv Service .................................................. 7:15 PM
Light candles after ............................................. 7:42 PM

Friday, september 22
Shacharit Service .............................................. 9:00 AM
Shofar Service ................................................. 11:00 AM
Kiddush following Services at approx 1:00 PM
Shabbat Candle Lighting ................................... 6:42 PM 
Mincha Service .................................................. 6:45 PM
Ma’ariv Service .................................................. 7:00 PM

saturday, september 23
Shabbat Service ................................................ 9:30 AM
Kiddush following Services at approx 11:30 AM
Mincha Service .................................................. 6:45 PM

Ma’ariv Service .................................................. 7:15 PM

yom kippur:
Friday, september 29

Mincha Service .................................................. 6:15 PM
Light candles at* ................................................ 6:31 PM
Kol Nidrei.......... ................................................. 6:35 PM
*Candles may be lit at the synagogue for your
convenience.

saturday, september 30
Shacharit Service .............................................  9:00 AM
Yizkor............................................................... 11:30 AM
Mincha Service .................................................. 5:15 PM
Neilah ................................................................ 6:15 PM
Yom Kippur Ends..............................................  7:27 PM
Break Fast at Synagogue

high holiday services 
5778 – 2017

Chabad Lubavitch of Berks County invites the entire community 
 to join us for High Holiday Services. 

 No membership required. 

B”H

Services will be held at the  
Chabad Center  

2320 Hampden Boulevard  
Reading, PA 19604

	  

	   555	  WARWICK	  DRIVE,	  WYOMISSING,	  PA	  19610	  
PHONE:	  610.375.6034	  	  	  FAX:	  610.375.6036	  

E-‐MAIL:	  temple.office@ohebsholom.org	  	  	  WEB	  SITE:	  www.ohebsholom.org	  

*Family	   services	   are	   for	   children	   up	   to	  grade	  
2.	  
	  	  Babysitting	  is	  available	  for	  other	  services.	  

 
REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM 

	  

Schedule	  of	  High	  Holiday	  &	  Festival	  Services,	  2017	  (5778)	  
	  

	  
	  	  	  	  	   	  

	  

	  
	   	   	   	   	   	  
	  	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

	  
	  
	  
	  
	  

Selichot	  Program	  &	  Service	  
(Official	  start	  of	  the	  Holidays)	  
Date:	  	  Saturday,	  September	  16,	  2017	  
Time:	  	  8:00	  pm	  

	  

Rosh	  Hashanah	  
Erev	  Rosh	  Hashanah	  
Date:	  	  Wednesday,	  September	  20,	  2017	  
Time:	  	  8:00	  pm,	  Oneg	  to	  follow	  
	  

Daytime	  Services	  
Date:	  	  Thursday,	  September	  21,	  2017	  
♦	  	  Morning	  Service	  at	  10:00	  am	  
♦	  	  Family	  Service*	  at	  4:00	  pm	  
♦	  	  Tashlich	  Service	  at	  5:30	  pm	  
	  	  	  	  	  at	  Reading	  Public	  Museum	  	  
	  

Annual	  Cemetery	  Service	  
Date:	  	  Sunday,	  September	  24,	  2017	  
Time:	  1:00	  pm	  at	  Mt.	  Sinai	  Cemetery	  
	  
Yom	  Kippur	  
Kol	  Nidre	  Service	  
Date:	  	  Friday,	  September	  29,	  2017	  
Time:	  	  8:00	  pm	  
	  

Daytime	  Services	  
Date:	  	  Saturday,	  September	  30,	  2017	  
♦	  	  Morning	  Service	  at	  9:30	  am	  
♦	  	  Family	  Service*	  at	  1:30	  pm	  
♦	  	  Afternoon	  Service	  at	  3:00	  pm	  
♦	  	  Yizkor/Memorial	  Service	  at	  4:30	  pm	  
♦	  	  Closing	  Service	  at	  5:00	  pm	  
	  

Sukkot	  	  
♦	  	  Sukkah	  Decorating	  &	  Dinner	  
Date:	  	  Wednesday,	  October	  4,	  2017	  
Time:	  	  6:00	  pm	  
	  

♦	  	  Erev	  Sukkot	  Service	  
Date:	  	  Wednesday,	  October	  4,	  2017	  
Time:	  	  7:00	  pm	  
	  

♦	  	  Shabbat	  in	  the	  Sukkah	  
Date:	  	  Friday,	  October	  6,	  2017	  
Time:	   	   6:00	   pm,	   Dinner	   in	   the	   Sukkah	   to	  
follow	  
	  

♦	  	  Tot	  Shabbat	  on	  the	  Farm	  
Date:	  	  Saturday,	  October	  7,	  2017	  
Time:	  	  4:00	  pm	  
	  
Shemini	  Atzeret	  –	  Simchat	  Torah	  &	  
Consecration	  
♦	  Service	  and	  Consecration	  
Date:	  	  Wednesday,	  October	  11,	  2017	  
Time:	  	  7:00	  pm	  

	  

 
Kesher Zion Synagogue 

High Holidays 
Tishrei 5778 

with  
Rabbi Matthew Abelson 

Yom Kippur 
  Saturday, September 30, 2017 

at the Crowne Plaza
 Morning Service 9:00 a.m. 
 Yizkor 10:30 a.m. 
 Congregation Study with  
 Rabbi Matthew Abelson 4:45 p.m. 
 Mincha 5:45 p.m. 
 Neilah 6:45 p.m. 
 Shofar 7:30 p.m 
 Maariv & Havdalah to follow 
 Communal Break the Fast  
Sukkot at RCOS
Thursday, October 5, 2017 
 Morning Service 9:30 a.m. 
 Lunch and Learn in the Sukkah 
 12:00 noon 
Friday, October 6, 2017 
 Morning Service 9:30 a.m. 
 Lunch and Learn in the Sukkah 
 12:00 noon 
Shemini Atzeret at RCOS 

  Thursday, October 12, 2017 
 Morning Service 9:30 a.m. 
 Yizkor Recited 
 Simchat Torah 
Thursday, October 12, 2017 
 Maariv and Hakafot 7:15 p.m. 
Friday, October 13, 2017 
 Morning Service 9:30 a.m.  
 Kiddush following services 

Selichot at RCOS  
Saturday, September 16, 2017 
 Program: 8:00 p.m. 
 Service: 10:00 pm.
Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Wednesday, September 20,  2017

Evening Service 6:15 p.m. 
 Dinner 7:00 p.m. at the Crowne Plaza
Rosh Hashanah  
Thursday, September 21, 2017 
 Morning Service 9:00 a.m.
 Kiddush Luncheon following services  

at the Crowne Plaza
Tashlich 5:30 p.m. at Reading Public 

 Museum: Mincha to follow 
Friday, September 22, 2017 
 Morning Service 9:00 a.m. 
 Israeli Kiddush Luncheon to follow 
 services at the Crowne Plaza
 Shabbat Shuvah at RCOS 
  Saturday, September 23, 2017 
 Morning Service 9:30 a.m. 
 Kever Avot  
  Sunday, September 24, 2017 

(At the Kesher Zion Cemetery) 
 Memorial Service 10:30 a.m. 
 Erev Yom Kippur 
  Friday, September 29, 2017  
  at the Crowne Plaza
 Mincha 6:00 p.m. 
 Kol Nidre 6:15 p.m. 

Note: RCOS  = Reform Congregation 
Oheb Sholom 
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Yemin Orde

Jewish Federations 

   of North America    

Joint Distribution 

   Committee    

Meir Panim

Israel ’s southern ci ty of Sderot, 
located just 1 mile from the contentious 
Gaza s t r ip ,  has been bat tered by 
nearly 10,000 Qassam rockets since 
the beginning of the Second Intifada 
in October 2000. These rockets have 
caused deaths, injuries, signif icant 
d a m a g e  t o  h o m e s  a n d  p r o p e r t y, 
profound disruption to daily life and 
severe psychological  d istress.  Yet 
today, Sderot is not only rebuilding its 
infrastructure but also developing the 
future leaders of Israel.

“Meir Panim works with Sderot’s 
a t - r i s k  y o u t h , ”  e x p l a i n e d  G o l d i e 
S te rnbuch ,  D i rec to r  o f  Ove rseas 
Relations for Meir Panim. “We were 
a m a z e d  t o  d i s c o v e r  t h a t  t h e s e 
t raumat ized youths  ac tua l ly  have 
t r emendous  l eade rsh i p  ab i l i t i e s . 
Therefore, we are doing all that we can 
to nourish the future leaders of Israel.”

Meir  Panim’s important  work is 
supported by local dollars through the 
Jewish Federation of Reading Israel 
Now campaign.

L a s t  s u m m e r ,  M e i r  P a n i m 
inaugurated i ts  f i rs t  o ff ic ia l  a f ter -
schoo l  you th  c lub  in  Sdero t .  The 
event was attended by city dignitaries, 
community and municipality workers, 
IDF soldiers who serve as volunteers 
at the club, parents and their children.

“ W i t h  p r o p e r  i n t e r v e n t i o n ,  w e 
wil l  not only transform young adult 
lives but also build a cadre of young 
leaders that will choose to continue 
living in Sderot and contribute to its 
future stability and hence, by doing 
so, create a more secure and stronger 
Israel,” Sderot Mayor Alon Davidi said 
at the event.

Just one year later, the success 
of this club is clear to all. As a result, 
Mayor Davidi and the municipality, along 
with Meir Panim, will be partnering to 
open two more youth c lubs in the 

area. “The youth club provides high-
level educational programs, the latest 
technological and computer education, 
therapies, and cultural and recreational 
activities, and even assists adults in 
need,”  cont inued Sternbuch.  “Meir 
Panim is proud to partner with the 
municipality and expand this crucial 
program so that many more of the city’s 
residents can benefit.”

The Sderot Municipality has already 
appropr ia ted  a  la rge  pub l i c  bomb 
shelter to house an additional youth 
club. “Converting a bomb shelter into 
a youth club is rather symbolic,” noted 
S te rnbuch .  “ I t  demons t ra tes  how, 
despite the diff iculty of l iving under 
the daily threat of attack, the spirit of 
Sderot’s residents is alive and well. 
Even a p lace l ike a bomb shel ter, 
which is  assoc ia ted wi th  fear  and 
terror, can be turned into a lively place 
which provides hope and solace.”

Meir Panim is actively raising funds 
to transform this bomb shelter into a 
fully furnished and outfitted home away 
from home with a kitchen, lounge area, 
computer stat ions, and play areas. 
Showers are being installed as, when 
needed, the shelter can accommodate 
up to 200 people seeking a safe place 
from rocket fire.

Fifty percent of Sderot’s residents 
are  immigrants  f rom Eth iop ia  and 

the former Soviet Union, and many 
are  soc ioeconomica l ly  cha l lenged 
and have not had higher education 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s .  A p p r o x i m a t e l y  7 5 
percent of the city’s population suffers 
from Post-Traumatic Stress Disorder, 
and 80 percent of i ts ci t izens earn 
a  m i n i m u m  w a g e .  Ye t ,  t h a n k s  t o 
programs such as Meir Panim’s youth 
clubs, the city is experiencing a revival 
and showing signs of true leadership.

Social workers note that many of 
Sderot’s disadvantaged youth do not 
consider pursuing higher education, 
which is crucial to a productive future. 
Teens who participate in Meir Panim’s 
youth club, which instills in them the 
importance of a strong education, hard 
work and the ski l ls to accl imate to 
Israeli life, consistently express their 
desire to achieve success and r ise 
above their circumstances.

“We asked a 14-year-old boy from 
an impover ished background what 
he wanted to be when he grew up,” 
sa id  Sternbuch.  “He sa id  ‘ Is rae l ’s 
Prime Minister.’ When we asked what 
he  wou ld  want  to  be  i f  he  wasn ’ t 
Pr ime Min is te r,  he  answered w i th 
determination, ‘That is what I want to 
be – Prime Minister of Israel.’ Now, 
that’s an accomplishment.”

The Sderot Municipality, with the 
h e l p  o f  M e i r  P a n i m ’s  i n i t i a t i v e s , 
a re  mak ing  a  rea l  change  i n  t he 
“bomb shelter capital of the world.” 
Although the combination of living in a 
dangerous area as well as the cultural 
challenges that children of immigrants 
often face creates a risky environment 
for young people, the youth club gives 
these teens the tools to break free 
of the cycle of poverty. Meir Panim’s 
after-school youth program not only 
provides the next generation a chance 
for a better future but also just might 
give Israel its future prime minister.

Meir Panim shaping leaders in rocket-battered Sderot

Village Way Educational Initiatives 
recently completed a comprehensive 
survey o f  g raduates  f rom par tner 
educat ional  communit ies that  have 
comple ted  the  th ree-year  Vi l l age 
Way Integrat ion Process developed 
b y  Ye m i n  O r d e  Yo u t h  V i l l a g e ,  a 
program for at-r isk youth supported 
by local  dol lars through the Jewish 
Federat ion of  Reading’s Israel  Now 
program.

“Vi l lage Way” methodologies are 
designed to enhance the spi r i tua l 
wel l -being, character development 
and  leadersh ip  po ten t ia l  o f  f i r s t -
generat ion Israel is who come from 
poverty-str icken famil ies and broken 
homes.

Tw e l v e  g r a d u a t e  c o m m u n i t i e s 
part ic ipated in th is process with an  
89 percent response rate. The results 
indicate positive general impressions 
of Vil lage Way community graduates:

•  The majori ty of graduates are 
enter ing and complet ing mandatory 
m i l i t a r y  s e r v i c e ,  w h i c h  s h o w s  a 
sense of belonging to Israeli  society.

•  The  ma jo r i t y  o f  t hose  who 
have  comp le ted  the i r  se rv i ce  a re 
w o r k i n g .   T h i s  s h o w s  a  p o s i t i v e 
l i f e  p a t h ,  d e s p i t e  t h e i r  d i f f i c u l t 
backgrounds.

•  For those who are not working, 
very of ten they were those who did 
no t  comp le te  t he i r  a rmy  se rv i ce ; 
which only  s t rengthens the not ion 
tha t  a  success fu l  pe r i od  o f  a rmy 
service sets a young adult on a track 
for a more successful and productive 
c iv i l ian l i fe.

•  In  add i t ion ,  the  ma jo r i t y  o f 
g r a d u a t e s  a r e  s t i l l  c o n n e c t e d  t o 
f r iends from their  school  or  v i l lage, 
which ref lects a feel ing of belonging 
to their  community.

•  T h e  p e r c e n t a g e  o f  t h o s e 
g r a d u a t e s  w h o  a t t e n d e d  o r  a r e 
a t t e n d i n g  p r e - a r m y  l e a d e r s h i p 
p rograms (mech ina  in  Hebrew)  i s 
small. Furthermore, i t  was found that 
th i s  resu l t  va r ies  w ide ly  be tween 
educat ional  communit ies.

The survey also inspired educators 
to reconnect with graduates, engage 
i n  o n e - o n - o n e  d i s c u s s i o n s  w i t h 

them, and get a c lear idea of  their 
needs and chal lenges.

t  th is point  in the survey process, 
sa id  Vi l lage Way fac i l i ta tors ,  i t  i s 
d i ff icul t  to obtain a c lear picture of 
h igher educat ion among graduates, 
as the major i ty  are st i l l  serv ing in 
the  mi l i ta ry  or  have on ly  recent ly 
completed their  service.

This  age group (ages 18-24)  is 
when the major i ty of  Israel i  young 
a d u l t s  a r e  w o r k i n g ,  s a v i n g  t h e i r 
m o n e y,  p r e p a r i n g  f o r  u n i v e r s i t y 
entrance exams, and thinking about 
the next steps in their  l i fe.

Survey finds positive results for Yemin Orde graduates
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Anti-Israel bias in textbooks used by many 

American high schools may be to blame for the 
decrease in sympathy for Israel among young 
adults.According to the Brand Israel Group, 
only 54 percent of U.S. college students lean 
more toward Israel than the Palestinians, down 
from 73 percent in 2010. The decrease was 
even sharper among Jewish college students, 
dropping from 84 percent to 57 percent.

“The problem starts in high school,” said 
Dr. Sandra Alfonsi, founder of Hadassah’s 
“Curriculum Watch” division. “There’s no doubt 
the lack of sympathy for Israel on college 
campuses today is at least partly the result of 
several generations of teenagers being educated 
with textbooks that are slanted against Israel.”

One of the most controversial texts used in 
high schools around the country is the “Arab 
World Studies Notebook” by Audrey Parks 
Shabbas. She heads Arab World and Islamic 
Resources and School Services, a curriculum 

publisher that seeks to promote a positive image 
of Arabs and Muslims in U.S. schools. Shabbas 
has claimed her book has been distributed 
to more than 10,000 teachers, and “if each 
notebook teaches 250 students a year over 10 
years, then you’ve reached 25 million students.” 

The American Jewish Committee (AJC) 
found it to be riddled with “overt bias and 
unabashed propagandizing,” such as depicting 
Israel as the aggressor in every Arab-Israeli war 
and praising Muslim conquerors throughout 
the ages for their “gentle treatment of civilian 
populations.”

The Committee for Accuracy in Middle 
East Reporting in America (CAMERA) recently 
published “Indoctrinating Our Youth,” which 
describes how high schools in the Boston 
suburb of Newton have been using biased texts 
and inviting anti-Israel speakers to address 
their students.

Other texts have been at the center of similar 
controversies elsewhere around the U.S. in 

recent years. Parents in Tennessee’s Williamson 
County complained to school authorities in 2013 
over a textbook called “The Cultural Landscape: 
An Introduction to Human Geography.” In a 
section on the reasons for the rise of terrorism, the 
book asks: “If a Palestinian suicide bomber kills 
several dozen Israeli teenagers in a Jerusalem 
restaurant, is that an act of terrorism or wartime 
retaliation against Israeli government policies 
and army actions?” The protests, supported by 
the Jewish Federation of Nashville, prompted 
the Tennessee state Legislature to take steps 
to ensure greater parental involvement in the 
selection of textbooks.

“The problem is that for every school that 
removes an anti-Israel text, there are a hundred 
more that are continuing to use it,” Alfonsi said, 
adding, “When I began this work 20 years 
ago, we were reviewing curriculum materials 
used for the sixth to 12th grades. Now we are 
seeing anti-Israel in bias in texts going all the 
way down to the fourth grade.”

Biased textbooks turning young Americans against Israel

We as Jews have been terribly affected 
by the inhumane, isolationist immigration 
practices of the Western world. All of us have 
family members who were fortunate to been 
able to emigrate to the United 
States.  Unfortunately, once 
again there are masses of 
people who need to escape 
the horrors of their homelands 
and raise their families in safe, 
supportive communities.

D a v i d  B e r n s t e i n , 
President and CEO of the 
Jewish Council on Public Affairs, JCPA will 
discuss with our community the Jewish 
perspective on the current state of U.S. 
immigration policies. Please join us Friday 

night, Sept. 18, for services at 7 p.m. followed 
by David Bernstein’s presentation at Reform 
Congregation Oheb Sholom. An Oneg 
Shabbat sponsored by RCOS and the Jewish 
federation of Reading will follow.

P r i o r  t o  h i s  appo in tmen t ,  Dav id 
served as a consul tant  dedicated to 
assisting organizations and communities 
in strengthening their Israel education, 
engagement and advocacy work. David 
also spent 13 years at the American 
Jewish Committee, where he was a leading 
advocate for Israel on the legislative, 
diplomatic, media and inter-group relations 
fronts and provided pro-Israel media training 
in cities across the country and to Israeli 
diplomats based in the U.S.

Speech to offer Jewish perspective on immigration

LIFE & LEGACY program and the 
LIFE & LEGACY logo are trademarks of the 

Harold Grinspoon Foundation.  All rights reserved.

WISHING YOU A
SWEET NEW YEAR

What will your Jewish legacy be?
Learn how Creating Your Jewish Legacy can benefit you, 
your family, and our Reading/Berks community. Contact 
Richard Nassau 610.921.0624 or richardn@JFReading.org.

The taste of apples and honey awakens sweet 
memories of home, holidays, community, heritage 
and love. 

When you leave a Jewish legacy, you are setting a 
table for the future, ensuring that what you cherish 
about Jewish life continues to sustain, nurture, and 
delight the generations to come. 
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Jewish Communiyt Foundation of Central PA is sponsoring and presenting: LIFE & LEGACY. 

The community is invited to hear David 
Bernstein, the President and CEO of the 
Jewish Council on Public Affairs (JCPA), 
speak on Friday, Sept. 15. Bernstein will 
discuss the current political climate and 
its effect on our culture. The lunch and 
talk will be held at the Wyomissing Family 
Restaurant, with lunch beginning at 11:30 
and Bernstein’s talk beginning at noon. 
Lunch is on your own, and there is no charge 
for the lecture.

For questions or more information please 
contact the Federation at 610-921-0624. This 
event is free and open to the public.

David Bernstein

Lunchtime talk scheduled
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By Vicky Sokoloff
In May I was elected President of the Berks County 

Horticultural Club. That responsibility is taking a lot 
more time than anticipated. So for now I will be only an 
occasional contributor to Shalom. If you have enjoyed 
this column and found the information to be helpful, 
you are sure to enjoy Hort Club meetings. Everyone is 
welcome — whether your garden is an acre or a balcony 
or even a windowsill.

Club meetings are always educational but also a lot 
of fun. The hospitality committee makes sure there are 
always great refreshments. Hope to see you at a meeting 
very soon. There are a lot of very knowledgeable people 
in the group who are happy to share what they know and 
answer questions for new members.

Two interesting programs are planned for September. 
On Saturday, Sept. 16, at 1:30 p.m. Seasonal Color for 
the Porch, Patio & Balcony will be presented by Kelsey 
Binkley of Tudbink’s Farm Greenhouse in Conestoga. 
Kelsey will show us how to select and arrange plants for 
a striking fall planter. This afternoon program will be held 
in the Cultural Center of The Highlands, 2000 Cambridge 

Ave,  Wyomissing. Open to the public.
On Thursday, Sept 21, at 7p.m.,  the speaker will be 

Barbara Tiffany of The Gardens at Mill Fleurs in Bucks 
County. At Mill Fleurs they stretch horticultural and zonal 
boundaries by planting every possible species of any 
genus they can grow. Their goal is to preserve plants 
from around the world. This will be held at Berks County 
Agricultural Center Auditorium. The event is open to the 
public, and the presentation will be followed by a silent 
auction.

Other events:
Thursday, Oct 12, 7 p.m.: The fall plant exchange & 

member-to-member tips. MEMBERS ONLY. Ag Center 
Auditorium. Join the club by Sept. 30 and you will be 
eligible to participate in this fun event.

Thursday, Nov 16, 7 p.m.: Linda Ingram will present 
Welcome Wildlife. Linda will discuss bringing nature 
into the home yard, based on the Douglas Tallamy book 
Bringing Nature Home. Ag Center Auditorium. Open to 
the public.

To learn more about the club, its goals and history, and 
how to join, visit the website at www.berkshortclub.org.

Gardening with Vicky

Berks Horticultural Club offers informative enjoyment

Wildlife can’t get much closer than this! My daughter’s new cat has 
made an unusual friend.

By Tootie Moyer
Do you remember the good times 

you had at  the o ld JCC on Ci ty 
Line Street off of Hampden Blvd.?  
I  remember walk ing through the 
messed-up halls, rooms and offices 
while the remodeling was going on.

The poo l  was  abso lu te ly  the 
best — it was usually warm and our 
Aqua-aerobics instructor Cheryl was 
great. She really taught us a lot of 
water exercises which were fun and 
relaxing.

The gym was also a popular spot. 
It had all kinds of exercise equipment 
for everyone to use.

The Friendship Circle was held in 
the auditorium and we sat at round 
tables of 10 people. The meal cost 
$3.00 and $1.00 extra if you used a 
taxi. Shirley Jacobs was in charge, 
the programs were good but not as 
good as they are now. The kitchen 

was behind the auditorium so all 
the food was kept warm on the big 
stoves.

I  t h i nk  we  a l l  have  f avo r i t e 
memories while we were there.  Here 
are some of the special events that 
happened there. Do you remember 
any of these?

There was a flu shot clinic held 
there, and the lobby was fil led to 
capac i ty  w i th  peop le  wai t ing  to 
get their vaccination. I was lucky 
because I volunteered there, so I 
didn’t have to wait. I helped out in 
the Nursery School and worked with 
Sandy Sigal. We had the 2- and 
3-year-old children. It was a pleasure 
to play with them and teach them 
Sabbath songs and customs. On 
the wall between the classrooms 
were all the children’s handprints 
that attended the preschool. We had 
pizza for lunch on Fridays and went 

outside on nice days to play in the 
playground, and on rainy days we 
went downstairs to the gym to run 
around and play.

We held our Purim celebration/
carnival in the auditorium every year, 
it was so much fun for the young and 
“youngsters” like us. I would also take 
in the money and sell hamentashen.

M y  v e r y  s p e c i a l  m e m o r y  i s 
embedded in my mind forever, I was 
in the swimming class when we heard 
on TV that 9/11 happened.  We came 
upstairs and saw the tragedy on TV.

Here are memories from some of 
your friends:

• Sari Incledon — I remember 
Nate Chernoff and his friend Kathryn 
dancing whenever music was played.

• Carole Robinson — I met 
my future husband while I was a 
lifeguard at the pool.

• Rick Ullman — I remember all 
the plays we had — I was in one of 

them.
• Ethel Engel — I remember 

seeing all my friends at one time or 
another

• Sy Youngerman — I loved 
seeing my sons play basketball in 
the gym

• Elaine Safir — I was very 
active in the Ladies Auxiliary.  We had 
a membership of over 400 women, 
we a lso  s ta r ted  the  communi ty 
calendar.

• Seymour Bloom — My two 
children went to the Nursery School.

We all enjoyed the JCC for different 
reasons — keep your memories, 
sometimes a memory makes a day 
much better.

This column is in memory of a 
good friend of mine — Shirley Jacobs 
who passed away in August. She 
started me in my job of collecting 
money for the Friendship Circle, 
thank you Shirley!

Do you remember … the good times at the old JCC?

ALL-INCLUSIVE MONTHLY RENT • NO BUY-INS

803 Penn Street, Reading, PA 19601 
www.manoratms.com • 610-616-5112

Located 1 block from the new Double Tree Hotel on Penn Street
FREE parking in the Berks Encore lot at 9th and Court Streets

Wed, Sept 18 • 2pm
Over $200 in gift cards to local stores  

and restaurants such as:  
Boscovs, Kohls and Olive Garden  

Light refreshments will be served.

Please RSVP by Sept 16 to Jill at 610-616-5112.

AWARD-WINNING COMMUNITY
Read our reviews online!

Join us
for a fun

afternoon
of

Gift Card 
 Bingo
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TotShabbat
Join us next time! 
Sept. 16 at 10:00 am

is a musical, story-filled, interactive hour for 
children through grade 2. Bring your family & 
friends to celebrate with Rabbi Michelson 
& stay for a pint-sized oneg of juice, challah, 
fruit, & child-friendly treats.

UPCOMING DATES: 
Oct. 7: Tot Shabbat at Oley Turnpike Dairy
at 4:00 pm • Nov. 18 • Dec. 16* • Jan. 21 • Feb. 11  
Mar. 25* •  Apr. 22 & May 13
Intergenerational Tot Shabbat at The Highlands

Members and non-members are 
invited. No registration is required.  
Tot Shabbat services are held 
Saturday mornings at 10:00 am at 
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom, 
555 Warwick  Drive Wyomissing 
unless noted.  Please call the 
Temple office with any questions, 
610.375.6034. * 
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Ben-Gurion University of the Negev 
is playing a key role in the research 
component of VENµS, Israel’s first 
environmental  research satel l i te 
launched today at the Guiana Space 
Centre in Kourou, French Guiana. Venμs 
is a joint project of the Israel Space 
Agency (ISA) in the Science Ministry 
and its French 

Venμs (Vegetation and Environment 
Monitoring on a New Micro Satellite) will 
support the study of vegetation evolution, 
agriculture and the environment. It will 
capture dozens of images daily, including 
those that cannot be seen by the human 
eye, using a sophisticated multi-spectral 
camera. The camera will capture images 
in 12 wavelengths including the four “red-
edge” wavelengths — a relatively narrow 
spectral area that will enable scientists to 
better quantify the state and dynamics of 
vegetation at the chosen research sites.

Images specific to Israel will be 
received, analyzed and archived at the 
BGU Remote Sensing Laboratory on 
the Sede Boqer campus, an operation 
site of the Science and Technology 

Ministry. Professor Arnon Karnieli, lead 
researcher on the satellite project, heads 
the laboratory at BGU’s Jacob Blaustein 
Institutes for Desert Research. “The 
satellite is uniquely suited for monitoring 
agricultural crops in accordance with the 
concept of ‘precision agriculture’, offering 
high-spatial resolution of 16 feet and 
a 48-hour revisit time,” says Karnieli. 
“This concept allows a farmer to see 
the spatial and temporal changes of his 
crops not just on the scale of the entire 
field, but on an intra-field scale of small 
plots. It will help conserve resources 
and protect the land and groundwater 
from surpluses of water, fertilizers and 
pesticides.”

Venμs is BGU’s second satellite 
project successfully launched this 
year. BGUSAT, the first nanosatellite 
for Israeli academic research, was 
launched in February as part of a 
collaboration between BGU, Israel 
Aerospace Industries (IAI) and the 
Israel Ministry of Science, Technology 
and Space. It is providing researchers 
with information on a range of scientific 

phenomena.
“Israel is renowned the world over 

for its courage and innovation, elements 
which are expressed in the technological 
development of VENµS,” says Science, 
Technology and Space Minister Ofir 
Akunis. “We are filled with pride to see 
this long-awaited project of the best 
engineers and researchers in Israel 
led by the Israel Space Agency and the 
French space agency reach fruition.”

From a technological perspective, 
the  blue and white  satellite, built by IAI, 
also features a new electrical propulsion 
system designed by Rafael Advanced 
Defense Systems Ltd., which is intended 

to reduce the satellite’s weight. Elbit 
Systems Ltd. designed the special 
camera.

T h e  m i c r o  s a t e l l i t e  w e i g h s 
586 pounds and will enter a geo-
synchronous orbit at a height of 447 
miles within two days of the launch. 
It will orbit Earth 29 times each 48-
hour cycle and is expected to remain 
in orbit for 4.5 years, after which it 
will move to a lower orbit, 255 miles 
from Earth. “This satellite represents 
an unprecedented integrat ion of 
capabilities and will enable a broad 
range of research tasks in the planetary 
sciences,” says Karnieli.

Venus Environmental Research Satellite launched

fultonbank.com
1.800.FULTON.4

Fulton Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. Subject to credit approval.

with OptionLine, our 
Home Equity Line of Credit

CHECK IT OFF YOUR LIST:
Home repairs or renovations
Consolidate high-rate debt
Pay for college
Whatever you need!

 

Pediatric and Adult Patients 
Treating Ear, Nose, Throat Problems  

Thyroid Nodules, Neck Masses & Sinusitis

Physicians: 
James P. Restrepo, M.D., FACS, ECNU 

Charles K. Lutz, M.D., FACS 
Jeffrey S. Driben, M.D., FACS, ECNU

Scott J. Cronin, M.D.

Nurse Practitioner: 
Rosemarie Montgomery

MS, CRNP, FNP-C

ENT Head & Neck Specialists, PC  
985 Berkshire Blvd., Wyomissing  
610-374-5599 • www.ent-hns.net

Providing diagnostic and rehabilitative services for all types of hearing  
loss, for any age group. Hearing and Balance Disorders State of the Art  

Hearing Aid Fittings In House Hearing Aid Repairs

Audiologists: 
 

Kathleen D. Vivaldi, AuD, FAAA 
Melanie A. Appler, AuD, FAAA

Matthew R. Bonsall, AuD, FAAA

Changing Immigration
Policies featuring 
David Bernstein, President 
and CEO of the Jewish 
Council of Public Affairs 

reform congregation 
oheb sholom presents

Sept. 15th

shabbat service at 7:00 pm. speaker/oneg at 8:00 pm

The Jewish Council for Public Affairs (JCPA) is an 
American Jewish non-profit organization that deals 
with community relations.  It works on shaping 
consensus on domestic and international public issues, 
developing strategic responses, and working with the 
media, elected officials, coalition partners, and others 
through public relations, advocacy,  and lobbying. 
The JCPA also helps the 125 local Jewish Federations 
and Jewish Community Relations Councils organize 
events and advocacy around the country, promoting 
interfaith and community partnerships.

Mr. Bernstein will present in the Social Hall during the oneg for about 45 minutes. 
Appreciation is extended to the Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks for sponsoring 
this event.  SAVE THE DATE: Jennifer Koosed, Ph.D., Professor of Religious 
Studies at Albright College will speak on March 9, 2018.

Trust the pest experts
With over 80 years of experience, we’ve seen and  
solved just about every pest problem imaginable. 

Call Ehrlich at (855) 226-0075 or visit jcehrlich.com

•    Termite Control
•    Bird & Bat Control
•    Bed Bug Control
•    Ant & Spider Control

•    General Pest Control
•    Mosquito & Tick Control
•    Weed Control
•    Year Round Protection
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m e m o r i a l  l e c t u r e
Leo Camp

38th annual

the u.S. Constitution: 
honoring the Past, Imagining the Future
Presented by Jeffrey Rosen
President and CEO, National Constitution Center

For more information, call 610-921-0624.

Sponsored by

From Drones to Facebook and Google, new 
technologies are transforming the shape of 
privacy and free speech. The Supreme Court 
this year will confront a pathbreaking case 
about the future of digital privacy, but 
lawyers at Facebook and Google will have 
as much to say about the future of free 
speech and privacy as Supreme Court 
justices. In this talk about the U.S. 
Constitution, past, present and future, 
Jeffrey Rosen will discuss how to 
translate constitutional values of free 
speech and privacy into a digital age.

tues., Oct. 24, 2017
7:30 p.m., Wachovia Theatre
Albright College
Experience Event
Free and open to the public
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EnGage
in new friendships.

A member of Reading Health SystemTheHighlands.org

At The Highlands

610-775-2300
2000 Cambridge Ave.

Wyomissing

Children (6-12 YRS ) -$11.00 Children Under 5- Free 
                                      Adults (Ages 13+)  - $22.00 

Reservations and Payment 
(check payable to Kesher Zion Synagogue) should be mailed to: 

KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE, P.O. Box 14112, Reading, PA 19612 
RESERVATIONS ACCOMPANIED BY CHECK (MADE OUT TO KESHER ZION) 

MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN WEDNESDAY. September 6, 2017

NAME    ___________________________________

PHONE #___________________________________

#ADULTS (ages 13+) ________  @ $22.00 =   ______ 
   #CHILDREN (6-12)   ________  @ $11.00 =   ______ 
   #CHILDREN (under 5)        FREE =   ______ 

     
TOTAL ENCLOSED =     $__________ 

MENU
ROUND HOLIDAY CHALLAH 

APPLES AND HONEY 
MATZAH BALL SOUP 

ROAST TURKEY 
MASHED POTATOES 

“PENNY SLICED CARROTS” 
JEWISH APPLE CAKE 

If financial assistance is necessary, please contact Sari Incledon at Jewish Family Service (610) 921-2766

The good news about Parkinson’s 
disease is that a scientist in Jerusalem 
has developed a test that detects the 
degenerat ive brain disease both 
definit ively and earl ier, hopeful ly 
improving the prognosis for patients.

The bad news is that the Mayo 
Clinic has noticed an association 
between Parkinson’s and melanoma, 
a deadly form of skin cancer. They 
can’t explain i t ,  but a signif icant 
association has been found.

P a r k i n s o n ’ s  d i s e a s e  i s  t h e 
second most prevalent degenerative 
brain disorder in the elderly, after 
Alzheimer ’s. But by the time one 
knows one has the condition, it may 
be spiraling out of control.

B y  t h e  t i m e  p a t i e n t s  a r e 
symptomatic, around two-thirds of 
the brain cells that make dopamine 
(the substant ia nigra part of the 
b r a i n )  a r e  a l r e a d y  d e a d ,  s a y s 
S u a a d  A b d - E l h a d i  o f  H e b r e w 
Univers i ty  of  Jerusalem, winner 
of the Kaye Innovation Award for 
inventing the method to — finally 
— achieve categorical diagnosis of 

Parkinson’s. Not only that, but at an 
early stage of the disease.

Earlier diagnosis means identifying 
Parkinson’s before the dopamine 
cells die off en masse and symptoms 
appear (motor or cognitive or both). 
True, PD remains incurable. Even so, 
“Earlier diagnosis can help by seeing 
how a given drug affects the progress 
of the disease, for example,” says 
Abd-Elhadi.

A big problem is that early PD looks 
just l ike other neurodegenerative 
diseases, which hinders appropriate 
care, she explains. A great deal of 
effort is presently being put into 
delaying the progress of PD, for 
which purpose, one needs to know 
that one has it.

Other research found mysterious 
l i n k  b e t w e e n  P a r k i n s o n ’s  a n d 
melanoma: Having one should lead 
to examinations for the other Using 
the  k i t  invented by  Abd-E lhad i , 
now one can know it, even before 
becoming asymptomat ic .  Which 
begs the question of under what 
circumstances one would check if 

one isn’t showing symptoms.
NeuroDerm,  a  c l i n i ca l - s tage 

pharmaceutical company, started 
when three very smart friends tossed 
around ideas for a better and easier  
way to treat Parkinson’s disease 
.Department of Clinical Biochemistry 
and Pharmacology member Prof. 
Eli Heldman, along with two fellow 
Israelis, Dr. Moshe Kushnir and Dr. 
Haim Shlesinger, created NeuroDerm 
to deliver the drug levodopa, which 
increases dopamine levels in the 
b ra in  and  reduces  Park inson ’s 
symptoms.

To be effective, levodopa needs 
to be continually pumped into the 
body,  an impossib i l i ty  when the 
medicine is in pill form. NeuroDerm, 
however, is the first to develop a 
liquid formulation of levodopa, which 
can be administered through special 
miniature pumps subcutaneously.

W h a t ’ s  m o r e ,  N e u r o D e r m 
a n n o u n c e d  r e c e n t l y  i t s  s a l e 
t o  M i t s u b i s h i  Ta n a b e  P h a r m a 
Corporation (MTPC) for $1.1 billion, 
Israel’s largest pharmaceutical exit 

t o  da te  and  an  enormous  vo te 
o f  conf idence in  the company’s 
Parkinson’s treatment.“We believe 
that this transaction will yield important 
benef i ts for Parkinson’s disease 
pat ients that  urgent ly  need new 
therapies,” says Oded S. Lieberman, 
Ph.D., NeuroDerm’s chief executive 
officer.“We are confident that the 
combination of MTPC’s resources 
and the robust data supporting our 
product will help make this important 
new therapy available as broadly and 
rapidly as possible.”

NeuroDerm is in Phase III clinical 
trials in the United States with results 
expected this year. Clinical trials to be 
held in Europe are expected to yield 
results in 2018.In addition to his work 
on NeuroDerm, Prof. Heldman is part 
of the research team that developed 
V- S m a r t ™  N a n o m e d i c i n e s ,  a 
targeted drug delivery system that 
can help treat a variety of central 
nervous system diseases and brain 
malignancies. V-Smart™ is currently 
be ing  deve loped a t  the  Lauren 
Sciences Lab at BGU.

First definitive test for Parkinson’s disease developed in Israel

Baltimore Cyber Range LLC and Elbit subsidiary 
Cyberbit Ltd., have opened a cyber-security training 
and simulation center in Maryland.The center is 
powered by the Cyberbit Range Platform and provides 
simulation training in protecting national assets and 
infrastructure.

 “I am very pleased to celebrate the opening of 
Baltimore Cyber Range,” Maryland Gov. Larry Hogan 
said in a news release. “With our skilled workforce, 
world-class academic community, and proximity to 
the federal government, Maryland has truly become 
the cyber capital of the world. “This state-of-art center 
will help ensure that even more Marylanders are fully 
trained and prepared to meet the demands of 21st 
century jobs,” Hogan added.

Israel’s Elbit Ltd, in announcing the opening of the 
center, referenced U.S. labor statistics that highlight 
a critical shortage of capable IT and cybersecurity 
professionals in the country -- 200,000 unfilled cyber-
security jobs, a number that will increase to 1.5 million 
by 2019. The Baltimore Cyber Center will help provide 
the cyber-security skills needed for employment in the 
sector, the company said.

The facility allows cyber-security practitioners the 
opportunity to experience the latest real-world cyber 
threats in a controlled and sequestered environment 
to improve their hands-on skills. It can simulate large-
scale virtual networks and attacks based on real-world 
incidents, pinpoint system vulnerabilities and help 
users develop counter-measures.

Cyber-security training center opens in Maryland
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A special screening presented by the Lakin Holocaust Library and Resource Center

Wednesday, OctOber 18, 2017
7 p.m., Klein Lecture Hall, Experience Event

Raise the Roof provides a window into a time that is often clouded by fictional representations like 
Fiddler on the Roof and overshadowed by the tragic realities of the 20th century. Artists Rick and 
Laura Brown are not Jewish or Polish, yet they set out to rebuild Gwoździec, a magnificent wooden 
18th century synagogue in Poland that was later destroyed by the Nazis. Their vision inspires 
hundreds of people to join them, using their hands, old tools and techniques to bring Gwoździec’s 

history, culture, science and art back to life.

FREE ANd oPEN To THE PuBLiC

Copyright Trillium Studios. Courtesy of The National Center for Jewish Film
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Israeli researcher working to use a protein to fight brain cancer
There is an urgent need for new 

therapies to target challenging, difficult-
to-treat cancers such as glioblastoma, 
the most common, but highly aggressive 
form of brain cancer. Glioblastoma has a 
particularly high mortality rate largely from 
the tumor’s ability to resist treatment.

To meet this need, BGU’s Professor 
Varda Shoshan-Barmatz, former director 
of the National Institute for Biotechnology 
in the Negev, renowned researcher in the 
field of mitochondrial biology and member 
of BGU’s Department of Life Sciences, 
is exploring VDAC1, a key protein in the 
metabolic adaptations during cancer 
development.Using VDAC1, Shoshan-
Barmatz has developed treatments that 
either kill cancer stem cells or lead to their 
reprogramming, reversing their properties 
to those of non-cancerous cells.

A cell undergoes changes and 
acquires several traits that mediate its 

transformation from normal to malignant. 
These acquired traits, often referred 
to as the “hallmarks of cancer,” enable 
the cell to thrive when under normal 
circumstances it would die.In her 
research, Shoshan-Barmatz “hijacks” 
two important hallmarks of cancer 
development and survival, turning them 
against cancer cells.

Metabol ic reprogramming and 
avoidance of cell death are two of several 
acquired traits of cancer cells that rely 
on the rewiring of an organelle called the 
mitochondrion. In addition to serving as 
the cell’s powerhouse, mitochondria play 
a pivotal role in regulating programmed 
cell death, commonly referred to as 
“apoptosis.”Apoptosis allows the efficient 
removal of unnecessary or menacing 
cells. Consequently, deficiencies in the 
regulation of apoptosis are linked to 
numerous diseases.

In cancer, resistance to apoptosis 
contributes not only to tumor development 
but to resistance to conventional 
anticancer therapies such as radiation and 
chemotherapy. In her research, Shoshan-
Barmatz discovered a new mechanism for 
activating apoptosis and developed novel 
molecules to activate this mechanism as 
a strategy for treating cancer.

VDAC1, a protein that resides within 
the mitochondrial outer membrane, is 
over-expressed in cancer cells. Shoshan-
Barmatz has shown that it is required 
for their development and survival. 
The expression levels of VDAC1 are 
increased in many cancers. Thus, 
VDAC1 is emerging as a promising target 
for controlling apoptosis.

Further research by Shoshan-Barmatz 
and her team has led to the emergence 
of several potential strategies for cancer 
therapy. The first involves the screening, 

identification and development of several 
novel, patent-protected small molecules 
that can activate the pro-apoptotic activities 
of the protein. A second strategy involves 
VDAC1-based peptides, a chain of amino 
acids derived from VDAC1 sequence 
serving as the binding sites for anti-apoptotic 
proteins, which impair energy homeostasis 
and minimize the anti-apoptosis self-defense 
mechanisms of cancer cells.

To date, more than 40 versions of cell-
penetrating VDAC1-based peptides have 
been designed and screened, and the 
three shortest, most stable and effective 
at inducing cell death in cancer cell lines 
(without affecting non-cancerous cells) have 
been identified. Investigations with these 
peptides have been conducted in animal 
models of lung, breast and liver tumors, 
all showing equal success in inhibiting 
both tumor growth and the metastasis of 
melanoma to the lung or the brain.

JNS.org
Dozens of future IDF soldiers from 

North America immigrated to Israel in 
mid-August, hoping to do their part in 
supporting the Jewish state by joining 
the Israeli military. They were greeted 
in Tel Aviv with a ceremony attended 
by Israeli government officials as well 
as representatives from The Jewish 
Agency for Israel, JNF-USA, Keren 
Kayemeth LeIsrael and the Tzofim Garin 
Tzabar lone soldiers program, among 
others.

Among the 233 new immigrants 
in the group, 70 — more than half of 
them women — will join the IDF after 
receiving their Israeli citizenship. The 
future IDF members will be known as 
“lone soldiers,” the term used for those 
serving in the Israeli army without family 

members living in Israel. 
Also among the new immigrants 

is Talia Friedman, the 23-year-old 
daughter of U.S. Ambassador to Israel 
David Friedman. She is a nurse and one 
of many medical professionals making 
aliyah.

Significant media attention has 
focused on Israeli lone soldiers in 
recent years, particularly after two 
American-born soldiers, Max Steinberg 
of California and Sean Carmeli of Texas, 
were killed in the 2014 Gaza war.

Right now there are 1,000 lone 
soldiers from the U.S. and 3,000 from 
around the world serving in the IDF.

“These brave young men and women 
who chose to leave the comfort of 
their homes, and join the thousands of 
soldiers already serving in the army, are 

a tremendous source of pride for us and 
for the people of Israel,” said Nefesh 
B’Nefesh co-founder and Executive 
Director Rabbi Yehoshua Fass. 

“It is truly inspiring to see that Jews 
everywhere, young and old, and from all 
denominations, are determined to fulfill 
the dream of building the Jewish state 
and strengthening the Jewish nation,” 
he said.

Sophie Stillman of Hopkins, Minn., 
was one of the 36 female future soldiers 
in the group. She said the process that 
led her to seek to join the IDF began two 
years ago, after she visited Israel and 
spent time with Israeli soldiers.

Stillman said Israel “really started to 
feel like home” and that her friends in 
the IDF explained that the Jewish state 
is “a home to me and all other Jews.” 

“I realized that if they felt it was my 
home, and I felt it was my home, then 
shouldn’t it be my duty to protect it too?” 
she recalled.

The final catalyst for joining the 
IDF, Stillman said, occurred after she 
returned to Israel in 2016 to study for 
a semester in Jerusalem. Soon after 
Stillman began her studies, Israeli 
Border Police officer Hadar Cohen, 19, 
was killed in a Palestinian terror attack 
in Jerusalem’s Old City. At that point she 
determined that she must do her part to 
protect the country.

“I believe it’s important for every Jew 
to serve Israel in some way or another…
it doesn’t have to be the army, but I think 
it’s important that we all do our part to 
ensure that Israel remains a country for 
the Jewish people,” she said.

Future soldiers leave ‘comfort’ of North America to defend Israel

You are Invited
Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks

Annual Leadership Dinner
with

Tamara Wittes
Sunday, October 15, 2017

Benefitting
2018 Jewish Community Campaign

Reception 4:30 p.m.
RCOS ▪ 555 Warwick Drive ▪ Wyomissing

Recommended minimum commitment $1,200 per person
Tamara Wittes, Senior Fellow Center for Middle East Policy at Brookings
Ms. Wittes, a recipient of the Rabin-Peres Peace Award, is an engaging highly sought-after speaker on current events in the Middle East. Known for 
her knowledge, wit and expertise; she is the author of Freedom’s Unsteady March: America’s Role in Building Arab Democracy and is co-host of 
Rational Security, a weekly podcast on foreign policy and national security. Ms. Wittes served as deputy assistant secretary of state for Near
Eastern affairs. Her current research includes the history of America’s ties to autocratic allies for her forthcoming book, Our SOBs. 

Ms. Wittes will present a free open community lecture beginning at 7:00 p.m.
We encourage you to invite friends and family.

Please RSVP by September 27th

Phone 610-921-0624 / e-mail BrendaS@JFReading.org / online ReadingJewishCommunity.org
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10













Continued from Page 5
silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Contributions as of Aug. 18
Jewish Family Service
In memory of:

Lee Hammel – Barbara and Bernie Fromm
Muriel Levitt (Sharon Berman’s mother) – Andy and Corinne Wernick

In honor of:
Marriage of Carole and Mike Robinson’s son Andrew — Ellen and Don 

Abramson, Betsy and Al Katz
Edith Mendelsohn’s 100th birthday — Amy Schein Hollowbush

Get well/speedy recovery:
Rosalye Yashek – Andy and Corinne Wernick

Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In honor of:

Arlene and Irv Ehrlich’s new granddaughter – Cheryl and Eric Farber
Birth of Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer’s great-granddaughter Annie 

Megan – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara Nazimov
Edith Mendelsohn’s 100th birthday – Dr. Manny and Yvonne Wittels

Get well/speedy recovery:
Elliott Leisawitz – Cheryl and Eric Farber

In memory of:
William Marzano – Dena and Vic Hammel, Cheryl and Eric Farber, Carol 

and Bernie Gerber
Shirley Blumberg - Carol and Bernie Gerber
Maurice Greenfogel – Carol and Bernie Gerber
Vivian Moscowitz (Eve Pardo’s mother) – Barbara Nazimov
Muriel Levitt (Sharon Berman’s mother) – Dena and Vic Hammel
June Winston – Carol and Bernie Gerber

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In honor of:

Marriage of Carole and Mike Robinson’s daughter Madelyn – Beth and Bob 
Caster

Marriage of Carole and Mike Robinson’s son Andrew – Beth and Bob Caster

In memory of:
Shirley Jacobs – Beth and Bob Caster
Muriel Levitt (Sharon Berman’s mother) – Beth and Bob Caster

Sue B. Viener Memorial Fund (PJ Library)
In memory of:

Shirley Blumberg – George Viener
Lee Hammel – George Viener
William Marzano – George Viener
John Winston – George Viener

Lakin Holocaust Library & Resource Center 
In honor of:

Edith Mendelsohn’s 100th birthday – Ruth Isenberg

Get well/speedy recovery:
Rosalye Yashek – Louise Zeidman

JFS Food Pantry
In honor of:

Edith Mendelsohn’s 100th birthday – Judy Copeland

In memory of:
Lee Hammel – Judy Copeland

Doris Levin Memorial Fund
In honor of:

Marriage of Carole and Mike Robinson’s son Andrew – Andy and Corinne 
Wernick

In memory of:
Vivian Moscowitz (Eve Pardo’s mother) – Carole and Mike Robinson
Ginny Arbige – Carole and Mike Robinson, Deb and Bob Levin

Yemin Orde Youth Village
In memory of:

Lee Hammel – Margie and Alan Leisawitz

Harry & Rose Sack Fund (adult programming)
In memory of:

Shirley Jacobs – Albert and Nancy Sack

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  $10
Jewish Family Service    $10
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    $10
JFS Food Bank     $25
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   $25
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
Doris Levin Fund     $10
PJ Library Fund     $10
Harry & Rose Sack Fund    $10
Evelyn Thompson Fund    $10

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED
for a very worthwhile and important community service

Volunteers are needed for our local Chevra Kadisha  — this is an organization of men and women 
who see to it that deceased Jews are prepared for burial according to Jewish tradition.

Medical knowledge/experience is helpful, but not necessary.  Coordinator is also needed, which 
involves some time on the telephone. It is considered the ultimate kindness

you can do for someone — “a true favor.”

Please contact Kesher Zion to learn more about how you can help: 610-374-1763
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L’Shana Tova! 
Weis Markets extends to you and your family a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year!

We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical or pictorial errors.

Prices through October 11, 2017.

We also carry many of your favorite Kosher deli,  
dairy, frozen and grocery products. weis

CLIP &
SAVE!

Void if sold or transferred. Consumer pays CRV and sales tax. Misuse constitutes fraud. Retailer: We will reimburse the face 
value plus $.08 handling provided you comply with our coupon redemption policy, available upon request. Submission of 
coupons signifies compliance. Send to: KAYCO Foods P.O. Box 407 MPS, Dept. 989 Cinnaminson, N.J. 08077

Save 50¢ when you buy any
FOX’S UBET SYRUP

MANUFACTURER’S COUPON • DO NOT DOUBLE • EXPIRES 12/31/17

SAVE 50¢ ON SYRUP
MANUFACTURER’S COUPON • DO NOT DOUBLE • EXPIRES 12/31/17

SAVE $1.00 ON GRAPE JUICE

Save $1.00 when you buy
2 bottles of 

SPARKLING GRAPE JUICE (25.4 OZ.)

Void if sold or transferred. Consumer pays CRV and sales tax. Misuse constitutes fraud. Retailer: We will reimburse the face 
value plus $.08 handling provided you comply with our coupon redemption policy, available upon request. Submission of 
coupons signifies compliance. Send to: KAYCO Foods P.O. Box 407 MPS, Dept. 989 Cinnaminson, N.J. 08077

MANUFACTURER’S COUPON • DO NOT DOUBLE • EXPIRES 12/31/17

FREE LIPTON DIP

CASHIER:
Write in

Retail Value
$              

Buy 3 packages of BEIGEL & BEIGEL
WHOLE WHEAT PRETZEL STICKS

and receive a FREE LIPTON KOSHER
RECIPE SECRETS DIP

Void if sold or transferred. Consumer pays CRV and sales tax. Misuse constitutes fraud. Retailer: We will reimburse the face 
value plus $.08 handling provided you comply with our coupon redemption policy, available upon request. Submission of 
coupons signifies compliance. Send to: KAYCO Foods P.O. Box 407 MPS, Dept. 989 Cinnaminson, N.J. 08077

Round Challah
Plain or w/ raisins - each 

U
KOSHER PAREVE

PAS YISRAEL

$349

 visit us at www.weismarkets.com or connect with us on 

EAT BETTER, SPEND LESS.

Fresh Kosher 
Whole Chicken

Fresh Kosher 
Cut-up Chicken

Fresh Kosher 
Chicken Leg Quarters

per pound per pound per pound

$199 $199 $199

U U U

$299

Rokeach Memorial Candles
each

Gefen 
Honey Bear - 12 ounce

Jason Breadcrumbs  
15 ounce

Lipton Kosher Recipe 
Secrets - 1.9 or 4.09 ounce

Manischewitz Matzo Ball Mix 
4.5 or 5 ounce

Kedem Tea Biscuits 
4.2 ounce

Kedem Sparkling Grape 
Juice - 64 ounce

79¢

$42 $72

$12

U UU

$32$62


