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As I wri te 
this column it 
is the day after 
your Federation 
sponsored our 
H o l o c a u s t 
Remembrance 
D a y,  w h i c h 
was  he ld  a t 
Kesher  Z ion 
Synagogue. I want to thank 
Kesher Zion Synagogue for 
hosting this event, as well as 
thank Dr. Minna Bromberg for 
her spiritual leadership. Tammy 
Mitgang did an excellent job 
of facilitating the afternoon’s 
session. My thanks also go to Dan 
Tannenbaum, coordinator of the 
Holocaust Library and Resource 
Center, a partnership between the 
Federation and Albright College. 

I also want to thank Hilde 
Gernsheimer, Ellen Azrael and 
Larry Rotenberg for sharing their 
personal stories. Each story had its 
own sense of sadness, fear and (at 
times) renewed hope and resolve. 
Still, it was difficult to listen to and 
comprehend their stories. If anyone 
has any doubt about the Jewish 
people’s will to survive, one only 
needs to study the Holocaust.   

Although one can study the 
events leading up the Holocaust and 
try to put these events into historical 

and political context, nothing can 
mask the darkest side of human 
behavior.Could one view our ability 
and responsibility to “never forget” as 
an obligation? I think so. No matter 
how hard it is to recall the horrific 
events of the Holocaust, those who 
survived, and the generations that 
followed, have to remember and 
continue to put the events of the 
Holocaust into modern-day context. 
Survivors need to continue to talk 
about their experiences and educate 
Jews and non-Jews alike.

Jews around the world continue to 
be victims of anti-Semitism. In addition, 
Israel faces new and existing enemies. 
However, with each passing year we 
are losing our Holocaust survivors and 
their families, along with the valuable 
stories and memories they have to 
pass to future generations. Venues 
such as the United States Memorial 
Holocaust Museum, the Holocaust 
Center at Albright, the Anne Frank 
House in Amsterdam, and the Yad 
Vashem Holocaust memorial in Israel 
serve as valuable educational and 
historical repositories.

All of us have a responsibility to 
“never forget” and to stand up for our 
rights and beliefs as Jews. We must 
continue to educate those who do 
not believe in the Holocaust or who 
attempt to twist the truth of what actually 
happened. Again, a special thank you 
to Hilde, Ellen and Larry for sharing their 
thoughts and memories with us.  
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This year’s Richard J. Yashek 
lecture will be held Thursday, May 
6, at 8 p.m. in Memorial Chapel at 
Albright College. The speaker will be 
Richard J. Golsan, Ph.D., a professor 
of French at Texas A&M University. 
He is the author or editor of more 
than a dozen books. He has been a 
visiting professor at the Sorbonne in 
Paris, where he taught courses on the 
memory of World War II in postwar 
French literature and culture. 

For more than three decades 
France has been preoccupied with 
traumatic moments and events of 
its recent past. But have national 

efforts to better understand these 
terrible events actually accomplished 
their aims? Or have they actually 
distorted historical understanding 
and challenged the notion of the 
uniqueness of the Holocaust as well as 
the terrible singularity of the fate of its 
victims? This lecture will explore these 
issues through a discussion of recent 
works of literature and film as well as 
the 1990’s trials of French citizens on 
charges of crimes against humanity for 
complicity in the Final Solution.

The lecture is held in memory of 
Richard J. Yashek, a Holocaust survivor 
and longtime Berks County  resident.

Yashek lecture to focus on France

Esther Bratt Larry Rotenberg with grandchildren Talya and Eli
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Recently Michael and Susan 
Fromm visited Israel to further 
their work with Meir Panim. 
Independently, Bill Franklin visited 
the Jerusalem Meir Panim food 
branch while touring Israel with 
his wife, Andi, and their grandson 
Max. As a result Reading is 
currently featured with two stories 
on the Meir Panim website. 
Local support for Meir Panim 
comes from contributions to the 
Israel Now fund as part of the 
Federation’s Annual Campaign.

The largest  inst i tut ional 
kitchen in the Middle East will 
soon open to produce 30,000 
hot meals per day to feed hungry 
Israelis. The kitchen is a pet 
project of Michael Fromm, a 
Berks County resident and 
chairman of American Friends 
of Meir Panim, Israel’s leading 
suppl ier of food and social 
services for poverty-stricken 
children and families.

“The plan is to have three 
shifts of staff working to ensure 
that everyone in Israel who needs 
a hot meal will get one,” Fromm 
explained.

Fromm is the CEO of Fromm 
Electric Supply Corporation 
headquartered in Reading. He 
resides in Wyomissing and New 
York City with his wife, Susan. The 
couple have traveled back and 
forth to Israel for years to follow 
the progress of this project.

“This building originally was 
a dilapidated textile warehouse,” 
Susan said. “When we first saw 
it with our children, Jacob and 
Casey, it felt like we were walking 
over miles of junk. I thought, 

‘What have we done?’ But, 
seeing it today, it’s an amazing 
accomplishment.”

C a l l e d  T h e  M o r t i m e r 
Zuckerman & Abigail Zuckerman 
Israel Nutrition Center, the $12 
million building construction and 
the $2 million worth of equipment 
were funded by donations from 
the U.S., Canada, Great Britain, 
France, Belgium, Switzerland, 
Germany, Australia and Israel.

However, there is more to this 
story. With Fromm’s business 
background and desire to help as 
many needy people as possible, 
he not only sought to build the 
facility but also to create jobs 
and a self-sustaining solution for 
feeding Israel’s hungry.

To that end, the nutritional 
center has formed a strategic 
a l l i a n c e  w i t h  a  l e a d i n g 
corporate caterer, which will 
lease the institutional kitchen to 
serve its for-profit client base, 
offsetting much of the operating 
expenses.

The facility is expected to 
create more than 200 new jobs 
for local workers in economically 
depressed areas. Hot meals will 
be produced in this one location 
and be trucked to cities all over 
Israel day and night. Thirty percent 
of the hired staff will be legally 
disabled. Since much of the food 
production will be automated, the 
handicapped will be able to handle 
these positions and receive a 
wage.

David Roth, President of 
American Friends of Meir Panim, 
explained: “Meir Panim partnering 
w i t h  a  ca te r i ng  company 
guarantees the highest standards 

of food for our clientele. This 
Kiryat Gat facility is a revolutionary 
concept-for a nonprofit to have 
overhead expenses covered 
through a joint venture allows us 
to honestly say to our funders that 
100 percent of your donation goes 
to buying food for the hungry.”

Founded in 2000, Meir Panim 
serves thousands of nutritious free 
meals a day in its restaurant-style 
soup kitchens located in six Israeli 
cities. The organization also 
delivers daily meals to thousands 
of homebound, elderly, disabled 
and needy school children.

 “Hunger in Israel is often kept 
under wraps because people 
would rather think about the 
amazing strides the country has 
made in its short existence,” 
Fromm said. “I get that, but we 
can’t ignore the hungry. Everyone 
wins in this deal. This building 
marks a clear turning point in our 
decade-long fight against hunger 
in Israel.”

Jewish Federation of Reading, 
teams up with Meir Panim
 William Franklin, President of 

the Jewish Federation of Reading, 
visited the Jerusalem branch of 
Meir Panim this summer to show 
the community’s support for the 
organization.

The Jewish Federation of 
Reading has a long-standing 
relationship with American Friends 
of Meir Panim, a U.S. affiliate 
organization that supports the 
Israeli charity. Franklin, whose 
tenure as president began last 
summer, is continuing a tradition 
of many years.

Me i r  Pan im runs  many 
programs for the benefit of 
Israel’s needy. One of its best-
known projects is a chain of 
restaurant-style soup kitchens. 
The Jerusalem branch, which 
is one of six such restaurants, 
provides free meals daily to the 
city’s needy and is run almost
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6, at 8 p.m. in Memorial Chapel at 
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1100 Berkshire Boulevard
It’s been an incredible year. Hope you’ve been here!

It is hard to believe that a year has gone by since we relocated to the Jewish Cultural Center at 1100 Berkshire 
Boulevard in Wyomissing. If you haven’t been here, we hope to see you in the very near future. For those of you who 

use the Center regularly or from ‘time to time’, we always appreciate your visits and encourage your feedback. 
And, thank you all for your support throughout the year!

Paul D. Cohn, President, Jewish Federation of Reading     Cindy Balchunas, Chair, Jewish Cultural Center Committee
Tammy K. Mitgang, Executive Director, Jewish Federation of  Reading/Jewish Cultural Center

By Paul D. Cohn
Federation president

T h e  2 0 1 0  J e w i s h 
Federation Jewish Annual 
Campaign is under way.  
This campaign is  the 
Federation’s major source 
of funding, and it helps 
support the many important 
programs and services that 
help Jews in our community and abroad. Most 
of you are not new to the Campaign, and are 
accustomed to why this is such an important 
part of your Federation. Others may be new 
to our community. Here are a few points that I 
would like you to consider:

• Jewish Family Services — JFS now 
serves all age groups and is dedicated to 
maintaining and strengthening the quality 
of individual and family life in the Jewish 
community. JFS runs a monthly food pantry 
open to both the Jewish and non-Jewish 
communities, helping all to meet their dietary 
needs. Did you know JFS coordinates 
transportation for the elderly and infirmed and 
provides counseling to members of our Jewish 
community? In addition, JFS provides an 
outreach program and acts as a clearinghouse 
for other agencies in our area. As economic 
conditions have worsened, JFS has seen an 
increase in people looking for help.  

• Lakin Early Education Center – JCC’s 
preschool and kindergarten have a long history 
of providing quality education in a nurturing, 
positive environment. Many generations of Berks 

County Jews have gone to the JCC’s preschool 
for its excellent learning curriculum.Many times 
the preschool is a gateway for Jewish families in 
Berks County, where they can meet and make 
friends with other Jewish families. In addition, 
since the school is open to everyone, it provides 
a diversity experience at an early age.

• Cultural Programs and Services — The 
Federation provides many interesting and 
requested programs and services.Lectures, 
films, discussion groups, and holiday events are 
just a few examples. In addition, the Federation 
allocates funds to local synagogues to help 
with their programs.  We offer programs and 
services that bring our community together.

• Israel and Jews around the world 
— Federation has a long and rich history of 
helping Israel. Although our world is rapidly 
changing, Israel is still a young country, and 
unfortunately, some groups and countries 
do not recognize Israel’s right to peaceful 
coexistence. Given its challenges, Jews 
throughout the world help Israel with funding 
and resources so she can remain strong and 
vibrant. Our funding also helps Jews in other 
countries who want to move to Israel, or who 
have serious needs in their own country.  

As I mentioned above, the funds raised by 
the Campaign represent the largest portion of 
the Federation’s budget. Last year you helped 
contribute $600,000 to the Campaign. A few 
years ago, our Campaign was over $1 million. 
So you can see that our annual campaign is 
more important than ever. The Federation has 
taken steps to help reduce our expenses and 

to look at all expenditures, making sure that we 
are being good stewards of your contributions.  
We are making progress in all areas of your 
Federation. We are now in a position to focus 
on those programs and services that our 
community wants and needs. 

However the bottom line is that we are 
asking for, and need your help. And guess 
what? People do need a free meal every so 
often. Seniors do enjoy the company and 
friendship that our services provide. Parents 
are relieved as they drop their preschooler 
off at our school, knowing that their child is in 
excellent hands. Jews in Israel and around the 
world are grateful for the funding we supply.  

Making a pledge to the Campaign is more 
than the money, at least it should be. It should 
be your way of saying that you believe in and 
support our local Jewish community. It should 
be your way of saying that you want to help 
Jews around the world. It should be your way 
of saying that you have resources to help others 
who are less fortunate, and at times destitute. 
It should be your way to say you care.  

For everyone who has already pledged, I 
say “thank you.”  For those of you who are still 
waiting to pledge, I am asking for your help.  
Please pledge now. As you have previously 
heard me say, Jews have a rich tradition of 
leading by example. All of us, no matter how 
large or small the contribution, have a chance 
to become leaders. It all adds up. All of us can 
change the world for the better. 

Free lunch…I don’t think so. It is worth its 
weight in gold.  

There is no free lunch — or is there?
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Visits to Meir Panim put Reading in spotlight

Israeli Consul General to speak in Reading
By Amanda J. Hornberger

Our community has a fantastic opportunity 
to learn about current events in the Middle East 
and the realities facing Israel. A diplomatic 
expert, Yaron Sideman, Consul General of 
Israel to the Mid-Atlantic Region will be in 
Reading for a special event on Tuesday, Sept. 
8, at 7 p.m. in the Wachovia Theatre at Albright 
College.

S i d e m a n ’s  d i s c u s s i o n ,  e n t i t l e d 
“Perspectives on Israel, Iran and the Middle 
East,” is free and open to the public. Please 
invite your friends and neighbors to this 
interesting event!

Sideman is the Consul General of Israel 
to the Mid-Atlantic Region and serves 
Pennsylvania, Ohio, Delaware, West Virginia, 
Kentucky and southern New Jersey as the 
highest ranking diplomatic official representing 
Israel in this part of the U.S. He is the local 
resource and expert on Israeli affairs and 

the current situation in the Middle East. His 
discussion will focus on Israel, the proposed 

Iran nuclear deal and other pertinent topics 
relating to the Middle East.

Sideman is a graduate of the Israel National 
Defense College. He holds a a Bachelor of Arts in 
Psychology and Philosophy from Tel Aviv University 
and a Master’s degree in political science from Haifa 
University. He served in his most recent position 
at the Ministry of Foreign Affairs as Director of 
Congressional Affairs at the North America Division, 
where he was responsible for supervising and 
directing Israel’s relations with the U.S. Congress. 

The discussion will begin at 7:00 p.m. on 
Tuesday, Sept. 8, in the Wachovia Theatre at 
Albright College.

We are expecting a large crowd for this 
event, so I recommend arriving early to secure 
a seat.

For more information, directions or 
questions, please contact Amanda at 
amandah@jfreading.org or call 610-921-
0624.

Yaron Sideman

Michael Fromm and David Roth at Meir Panim’s kitchen under construction.
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By William Franklin
 Andi, I and our grandson were 

fortunate to be able to visit Yemin 
Orde recently in Israel. The passion of 
the staff and the smiles and laughter 
of the youth we met was one of the 
highlights of our trip. The support of 
our community is greatly appreciated; 
we should all be proud of the positive 
impact they are having on ‘at-risk’ 
Israeli youth. When in Israel you should 
take the opportunity to visit. One of 
the programs we were introduced to 
is the IsraElite Women’s Leadership 
Program.

The IsraElite Women’s Leadership 
Program for Immigrant Youth, or the 
Women’s Mechina, was established in 
2013 to empower young women from 
the margins of Israeli society with the 
tools they need to rise to leadership 
positions in their mandatory military 
service and beyond. The intensive 
10-month program brings participants 
from around the country to the northern 
development town of Migdal HaEmek, 
where they live, learn and volunteer 
together.

The Women’s Mechina is the only 
gap-year program specifically designed 
for young women who are immigrants 
or children of immigrants, mainly from 

Ethiopia or the former Soviet Union. 
Participants struggle with serious 
questions of identity, economic distress 
and complex family situations. Most 
are unaware that their mandatory 
service can be utilized as a time to 
develop leadership skills and launch 
their futures as successful members 
of society.

The Women’s Mechina provides 
a rare opportunity for participants to 
focus on their personal development, 
their place in Israeli society and their 
opportunities for their future. For the 18 
young women of the second graduating 
class, the themes of change and 
empowerment reflected greatly in their 
accomplishments. The women learned 
about respect, Israel, Judaism, history, 
politics and religion. They also prepared 
themselves emotionally and physically 
for future mandatory national service.

Components  o f  the Women’s 
Mechina are:

• Weekly volunteering in the 
local community, a focus on Tikkun 
Olam (social justice) and community 
involvement;

• Workshops on life skills and 

leadership development: including 
financial management, public speaking, 
and healthy relationships;

• P r o g r a m s  t h a t  s u p p o r t 
personal development and identity, 
plus exploration of cultural heritage and 
their place in Israeli society;

• Weeklong seminars throughout 
the country, including tours and hikes 
that introduce participants to Jewish 
and Israeli history and connect them 
to the Land of Israel;

• Programs to open horizons 
for the future: Meeting with women 
leaders, visiting universities, exploring 
scientific and cultural institutions;

• Preparat ion for l i fe in the 
army: physical training, programs 
on opportunities and challenges for 
women in the military, female role 
models, assistance in placement.

The Women’s Mechina is providing 
participants with important skills to 
overcome the cultural and societal 
obstacles they face. These young 
women develop a deep belief in their 
abil it ies and the determination to 
succeed.

At graduation, Anat Steiner, Mechina 
Director, emphasized the remarkable 
personal growth of the graduates. “ I 
am full of respect for the courageous 
choice to embark on this fascinating 
and exciting journey and to see you 
choose your own way because you 
know that reality does not activate us, 
we choose how to act.”

Graduates will serve in the following 
IDF divisions: Search and Rescue, 
Air Force, Communications Corps, 
Basic Training units, Navigation and 
Investigation Unit of the Air Force, 
national volunteer service.

By Richard Nassau
Development Director

The sound of the 
shofar alerts us — it’s 
time to prepare for the 
New Year. During the 
High Holidays we look 
inside ourselves and 
ask, what have we 
accomplished? What 
new challenges will 
we face? How will we make a difference 
in the world? 

A t  the  Jewish  Federa t ion  o f 
Reading, we’re proud of everything 
we’ve accomplished in the past year 
to build our Jewish community, to 
keep our Jewish community strong, 
to provide programs for young and 

old, and to help so many people who 
have faced hardships. What we have 
accomplished, we have accomplished 
as a community because of your help. 
Yet, we know many members of our 
community here at home and overseas 
continue to struggle. 

Our 2015 Community Campaign is 
not over. Your campaign gift ensures 
we can continue meeting the needs 
of people in our community now and 
allows us to extend a hand to those who 
will need our help in the months ahead. 
Your gift provides fragile, elderly Jews 
with food and warm clothes to help them 
through cold winters. Children who barely 
knew they were Jewish are learning to 
value their Jewish identity. A few years 
ago, they probably hadn’t heard of a 

shofar. Today, like us, they look forward 
to hearing its sound. 

Your support extends beyond our local 
community. It transforms lives. People 
like Inna and her daughter Anzhelika who 
have benefited from our community’s 
generosity. They moved to Israel from 
Kharkov, Ukraine, because Inna often 
felt the sting of anti-Semitism in Ukraine. 
She had been considering Aliyah for 
several years when she learned about a 
program that helps bring new immigrants 
to Israel. Arriving in Israel, Inna said, “I 
don’t feel like I’m moving to a new place, 
I’m coming home.”

The New Year brings renewed 
opportunities to help, to teach, to care. 
Thank you for being part of it. Your 
support does make a difference. You help 

bring experiences to young and old that 
is building Jewish identity and celebrating 
Jewish life. Your gift links Jews at home 
and throughout the world to Israel and to 
the global Jewish community. 

We still need your support and the 
support of the entire community. Your 
participation is more important than 
the dollar amount. If you have not yet 
participated in the Community Campaign, 
please do so. Thank you for your gift. 
Your contribution to our 2015 Community 
Campaign makes it all possible.

Best wishes to you and your family 
for a sweet New Year.

To  c o n t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  2 0 1 5 
Community Campaign visit our website 
ReadingJewishCommunity.org or contact 
me at RichardN@JFReading.org.

Community campaign needs your support as New Year begins

Yemin Orde: A gap year of exceptional growth
and change for Israel’s immigrant youth

Continued from Page 1 
completely by volunteers. During his visit, 
Franklin helped serve lunch to the hungry 
diners who came in for a hot meal.

Franklin believes there is a close 
connection between helping the needy 
in one’s own neighborhood and in Israel. 
“If you support the hungry in Reading, 
support the hungry in Israel,” he said 
during a Breaking Israel News interview.

The Reading community is very 
supportive of Israel. “Both the Jewish 

and non-Jewish communit ies are 
strong supporters of Israel,” Franklin 
explained.

The Reading Jewish Federation does 
its best to ensure that the community 
remains connected to Israel. “We give 
scholarships for youth to come spend 
a summer here in Israel and bring in 
speakers to help them connect.

Meir Panim thanks the Jewish 
Federation of Reading  for its unceasing 
support and for helping to feed its patrons.

MEIR PANIM
William Franklin helps to feed the needy at a Meir Panim facility in Jerusalem.
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Noted medical mystery historian Dr. 
Philip Mackowiak will be the featured 
speaker at this year’s Maimonides Society 
dinner on Oct. 1. The dinner will be held at 
the Berkshire Country Club.

Dr. Mackowiak’s presentation on Mozart 
will be illustrated by special accompaniment 
featuring the Wilson High School String 
Quartet. Dr. Mackowiak is the author of 
“Post Mortem: Solving History’s Great 
Medical Mysteries” and “Diagnosing Giants: 

Solving the Medical Mysteries of Thirteen 
Patients Who Changed the World.”

In 2009, he received the Theodore 
E. Woodward, M.D. Award for Teaching 
Excellence. His talks are always entertaining, 
and he serves as the Carolyn Frenkil and 
Selvin Passen History of Medicine Scholar-
in-Residence at the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine.

The Maimonides Society of the Jewish 
Federation of Reading sponsors programs 

for the community and Society members 
throughout the year. Led by Dr. Richard 
Alweis, program director of the internal 
medicine residency program for the Reading 
Health System, the Society brings together 
Jewish medical professionals who continue 
the tradition of tikkun olam — healing 
the world. The 35 members of Reading’s 
Maimonides Society integrate Jewish 
values with community medical needs, 
helping to improve the lives of people here 

at home, in Israel and around the world. 
The Society is open to physicians, dentists 
and other health care professionals at the 
doctorate level; welcoming new members 
and helping develop leadership roles within 
the Jewish community. 

For more information about the 
Society’s Oct. 1 dinner with Dr. Philip 
Mackowiak or to join the Maimonides 
Society contact the Federation or Richard 
Nassau at RichardN@JFReading.org.

By William D. Franklin
President

Your Federation has 
been busy planning an 
exciting New Year

• Israeli Consul 
G e n e r a l  Y a r o n 
Sideman is coming 
to Reading on Sept. 
8 to speak with us on 
‘Perspectives on Israel, 
Iran and  the Middle East’

• Amanda Hornberger  has 
been working with our Programming 
Committee and will soon be finalizing the 
2016 Reading Jewish Film Series.

• Richard Nassau has plans 
for the Oct. 1 inaugural event for the 
Maimonides Society and is arranging 
for a dynamic speaker to  kick off our 

Campaign 2016. 
• We are partnering with Alvernia 

University for an Interfaith Mitzvah day 
on Oct. 25. Community volunteers 
will assemble care packages for our 
community’s homeless.

• Dr. Adam Garfinkle, founding 
editor of The American Interest and well-
known author, will speak Nov. 10 for the 
annual Leo Camp Lecture at Albright 
College.

• Again partnering with Alvernia 
University, Esther Bauer, a nationally 
known Holocaust survivor, will speak 
Nov. 17 at a community Interfaith event;

• Chevra, our newly formed young 
adults division, is planning a Latkes and 
Vodka party on Dec. 19 in addition to our 
community Hanukkah celebration.  

• Several community members 

who recent ly  at tended the 92nd 
Y presentat ion of  Michael  Oren 
expressed an interest in discussing his 
new book, “Ally,” and other relevant 
works. Amanda is working to organize 
this. If you are interested, please 
contact her at 610-921-0624.

•  We recently met with our Youth 
Council to get their input on our high 
school program and ‘Better Together’— 
our new program linking youth and 
seniors. Plans for the high school 
curriculum have been finalized. 

• Work has commenced with 
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom and 
Kesher Zion Synagogue to explore the 
feasibility of expanding RCOS’s building 
to include Kesher Zion and Federation. 

•  Work also continues with 
the Lakin preschool to build upon the 

successes of the last year.
• Jewish Fami ly  Serv ice is 

sponsoring a Rosh Hashanah service 
and luncheon for seniors at the Manor 
at Market Square and a holiday service 
at Berks Heim.

Unfortunately, the national trend of 
increased demand on food pantries 
has hit Reading. Sari Incledon, Carole 
Robinson and our wonderful team of 
volunteers are able to keep up with the 
increased demand, up about 6 percent, 
working out of Kesher Zion Synagogue to 
serve more than 150 households.

Andi and I are looking forward to 
celebrating our second Rosh Hashanah 
with you and thank you for making 5775 
such a sweet year for us.

L’shanah tovah tikatevu — May you 
be inscribed for a good year.

From the President’s Desk

Federation hard at work on plans for great new year
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A jo in t  miss ion composed of 
community members from the Reading 
area and the Lehigh Valley will leave for 
Israel Oct. 21.

For the Reading community, it is the 
first  mission   the  Federation   has   led   in  
more than 15 years. A goal of Federation 
President Tammy Mitgang and Federation 
leadership, the Reading mission is co-

chaired by Michael and Susan Fromm and 
Victor and Dena Hammel. In addition to 
Mitgang, Jayne Kleinman, Cultural Center 
program director and Mark Goldstein, 
Executive Director of Jewish Federation of 
the Lehigh Valley will staff the mission.

Rabb i  Br ian  Miche lson  f rom 
Congregation Oheb Sholom and Rabbi 
Yosef Lipsker, Chabad-Lubavitch of 

Berks County will be joining the group 
on the mission. 

The Reading Jewish community has 
benefited  from  teaming  with  the  seasoned  
mission-goers from the Allentown area 
and Lehigh Valley Federation’s “well-
oiled” mission process.

“Mark Goldstein and his staff have 
created over the years a network of 
resources and processes that have 
benefited   our   community  —   newbies,  
if you will, when it comes to mission 
planning. And, we are neighbors. The 
mission project is just the start of future 
joint efforts,” Mitgang said. 

There are many details that need 
to be addressed when moving a group 
of more than 50 people across Israel. 
Jewish Federation of North America’s 
Missions Department and its staff in 
Israel along with Kenes Tours will further 
ensure that each and every day of the 
mission is maximized.

Federation missions are travel 
experiences unlike any other. Along 
with visits to historic and sacred sites, 
museums and popular tourist destinations, 
Federation missions provide exclusive, 
insider access to residents, community 
leaders, area experts, and political 
personalities and provide a sense of 

purpose and heightened appreciation 
and connection to Jewish identity. 

Mission participants will visit Reading’s 
Israel   Now   projects  —   two   important  
humanitarian efforts that both save 
and  change  lives  —  Yemin  Orde  Youth  
Village in the Carmel Mountains and Meir 
Panim’s new nutrition center in Kiryat 
Gat, where the community will dedicate 
the kitchen that was made possible 
thanks to the Reading community’s 
funding efforts.

The dedication will be a big thank you 
to our community and a proud moment. 
With   two   out   of   every   five   children   in  
Israel living below the poverty line, 
Meir Panim’s network of soup kitchens, 
restaurants and feeding centers, ensure 
warm, nutritious meals for thousands of 
children and families every day.

At Yemin Orde, the group is anxious to 
see  firsthand  the  progress  that  has  been  
made  at   the   village   since   the  wildfires  
devastated it in 2010.

The group is honored that Chaim Peri, 
beloved educator and director of Yemin 
Orde for 30 years, will personally be hosting 
the group during a tour and lunch.

Young people from the village will join 
the group for the tour and share their 
experiences. 

By Alvin Katz
Chairman

I want to take this 
time to wish all of you a 
very Happy and Sweet 
New Year.

As we enter into the 
New Year, we reflect 
on what  we have 
accomplished this past 
year and what challenges lie ahead for us 
in the coming year. Your Federation has 
provided many interesting programs and 
speakers this past year. We have attended 
to those less fortunate, maintained our state 
certified  Nursery  School.  We  completed  
a very successful Gratz College program 
for our teenagers and a wonderful senior 
program. Our Jewish Family Service has 
again done a wonderful job helping those 

in need. Providing food, assistance with 
expenses and many other aspects of getting 
those less fortunate back on their feet. 
Our  finance  committee  has  been  working  
overtime ensuring that our funds are well 
cared and accounted for. I also want to 
recognize Tammy Mitgang and her entire 
Federation/JCC staff who work tirelessly 
for you. 

As we enter the New Year, I am happy to 
announce that we have a Mission to Israel 
this month in conjunction with the Allentown 
Federation. With the numbers participating, 
this should be a very worthwhile Mission. 
They will be visiting many sites and meeting 
with some well-known names in Israel 
politics and military. I feel certain that many 
if not all of them will return with a better 
understanding of Israel and its position in 
the world and the Middle East. They will 

visit, among other sites, Yemin Orde, and 
Meir Panim, which we support through 
your contributions. Yemin Orde is a youth 
village in the Carmel mountains near Haifa 
which caters to youth in need, providing 
them with shelter, emotional support and 
an excellent education. Meir Panim is, for 
the lack of a better description, similar to 
what we would call a soup kitchen but with 
a different concept. Here those in need can 
get hot meals that are SERVED to them, not 
cafeteria style as here in the States,  so that 
they don’t feel like they are getting  a handout. 
In addition, Meir Panim serves thousands 
of hot meals to schoolchildren throughout 
Israel and maintains a Goodwill-like facility 
to help furnish clothing and furniture to those 
in need. For both of these organizations and 
Jews throughout the world who receive your 
support, I thank you. 

By Tammy K. Mitgang
President

Alma Lakin would be 
the   first   to   pooh-pooh  
any notion that she 
was amazing, special 
or that she inspired the 
extraordinary in others. 
Petite, big hearted and 
deliberate, time spent 
with Alma was never 
about her.

She  cared  about  others  —  strangers,  
family and friends. And she worked to 
improve   the  world  —  here  at  home,   in  
Israel and around the world. When you 
were with Alma, it was all about you, it 
was you who were front and center and 
made to feel special.   

Alma believed that we are responsible 
for each other according to the principles 
of chesed (caring and compassion), 
Torah (Jewish learning), tikkun olam 
(repairing the word) and tzedakah (social 
justice). And her life was an embodiment 
of those principles.

She believed in the bold collective 
of Federation and knew that together 
we   could  mobilize   financial   and   social  
resources that could rescue Jews, 
strengthen the Jewish people and 
literally, change the world.

The ongoing turbulence in the Middle 

East troubled her, and she knew that 
life  for  Israel  —  though  it  is  a  first-world  
economy  like  the  USA,  was  difficult  and  
complicated. 

When I interviewed her for a video 
that recognized her and her husband, 
Ed’s community service and the 
establishment of the Holocaust Library 
and Resource Center at Albright College, 
she did not talk about her efforts to raise 
money and resettle Soviet Jews in our 
community. Instead, she spoke of how 
thrilled she was to meet with Natan and 
Avital  Sharanksy  —   refuseniks  who  at  
extraordinary  personal  risk  and  sacrifice  
helped to spark and later ignite a global 
movement to free Soviet Jewry. Between 
1990 and 1997, Federation’s Operation 
Exodus campaign nationally raised $1 
billion to rapidly rescue and resettle more 
than one million Soviet Jews in Israel and 
North America. PS – Alma marched with 
others in our community on the National 
Mall in Washington during one of the 
largest marches in American history. That 
rally would become a turning point in this 
movement. 

She spoke about the unity of the 
Jewish world that resulted in the 
Operation Solomon rescue mission that 
took place in May 1991. The state of 
Israel, together with Jewish Federation 
of North America’s major partners on the 

ground  in  Ethiopia  —  the  Jewish  Agency  
for Israel and the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution  Committee  (JDC)  —  feared  
for the Ethiopian Jewish community’s 
safety when rebel forces threatened 
to overrun Mengistu Haile-Mariam’s 
Commmunist government.

What followed was one of the most 
dramatic rescue operations in Israel’s 
history. Over 34 hours and four minutes, 
34 Israeli cargo and passenger planes 
worked around the clock, airlifting 14,310 
Ethiopian Jews to Israel from Addis 
Ababa. Alma would have beamed having 
heard MK Sholomo Molla’s incredible life 
story that he credits to the work of the 
Federation system that saved his life. 
(see page 5)

Alma shared her excitement and pride 
that helped to raise nearly $1 million 
locally toward the capital campaign that 
would build the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington, America’s 
national institution for the documentation, 
study and interpretation of Holocaust 
history.  She  reflected  on  the  mixture  of  
raindrops and tears that fell the night of 
its dedication as she, Ed and others from 
our community donned their construction 
hats and toured the vast and important 
structure.

At home in Berks County, the JCC’s 
Lakin Early Education Center preschool 

bears  their  name,  and  as  the  first  female  
President of the Jewish Federation of 
Reading, she and Dan Tannenbaum, 
an executive director of the Federation, 
brokered a partnership with her alma 
mater, Albright College, that would 
establish the Holocaust Library and 
Resource Center on the campus.

Being Alma meant tireless service 
and  no   fanfare  —  certainly  no  pictures  
if she was expected to be in them. 
Accolades were not her style; but she 
was   not  without   opinion  —   thoughtful  
and at times, determined. But, no matter 
what she put her efforts behind, you could 
be sure that she was right by your side, 
working hand in hand with you and others 
to do great things.  

Alma considered herself privileged 
to have enjoyed so much of life. One of 
her favorite memories was crossing over 
into Jordan when the borders with Israel 
were reopened. “To think, she would 
reminisce; “that we along with other 
Federation mission-goers, met with King 
Hussein. Ed and I were so fortunate.”

Her family was her heart. She 
cons idered a  bet te r  wor ld ,  her 
responsibility  and  life  —  a  special  reward.  
I think those of us who knew Alma were 
the truly the fortunate ones.

Alma Lakin passed away Aug. 27 at 
the age of 82.

From the President’s Desk

Being Alma
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Looking forward to a great New Year

Federation mission to Israel begins Oct. 21

DON’T MISS OUT
Be sure to pick up the October 

Berks County Living

magazine featuring a special 
supplement produced by the 

Jewish Federation of Reading.
 

Special thanks to Campaign 
Co-Chairs Howard & Victoria 

Hafetz for spearheading the 
project, which raised $19,200 for 
Federation! See Page 7 for a list 

of advertisers and patrons.

Look for it at local retailers and 
libraries and at the Berks Encore 
Senior Expo Oct. 23 at BodyZone.

By Larry Rotenberg
Chairman

Days before we 
left for Israel, my 
s o n  D a v i d  s a i d : 
“Dad, in five days, 
three generations of 
Rotenbergs will be in 
Israel”.

 With that inspiring 
comment, my wife, 
Alison, and I; our son David, and two 
of his children, Eli and Talia, set off for 
an adventure, aptly named “’Authentic 
Israel”.

This magnificent experience was 

not for the faint of heart. From 6 in the 
morning, we were frenetically on the 
go. And we covered all the sights in 
Jerusalem, the Dead Sea; a Bedouin 
Village, complete with a delicious dinner, 
and a camel ride in the middle of a 
sandstorm. We went up and down 
Masada in the middle of a heat wave, 
well in excess of 110 degrees. And then 
on the Kineret; the Golan Heights; Haifa, 
Caesaria, Tel Aviv and Jaffa.

In addition to the Rotenbergs, Reading 
Jewry was represented by the Spillerman 
Family; including Dr. Ruth Spillerman, 
husband David, and Talia and Ari. Talia, 
together with some other youngsters, did 

a post Bat Mitzvah ceremony on Masada, 
which was very moving.

We saw the passion, the creativity, 
and the commitment of the Israelis. We 
felt safe on the Golan, where we were a 
short distance away from all the chaos 
in Syria.

We saw a gay pride parade in 
Jerusalem, r ight out of our hotel 
window, where the joy of the occasion 
was only disturbed by a Jewish terrorist, 
who stabbed to death one of the 
supporters.

We noted the growth of poverty, and 
just as at home, the increasing distance 
between the few who were becoming 

ever more affluent, and the many, who 
had a hard time making ends meet.

In short, we saw a country and a 
society that is becoming ever more 
mature.

 But what made this trip so special 
was the opportunity to share it with our 
grandchildren. While these youngsters 
cannot feel the kind of closeness that the 
older generation has with Israel, it is our 
hope that this trip will remain to them a 
meaningful memory, that will bring them 
closer to the Yishuv.

And so, in the spirit of the season: 
“L’shanah habaah byirushalaim” — next 
year in Jerusalem.

A dream of  grandparents come true

Medical mystery historian to speak at dinner

Trust the pest experts
With over 80 years of experience, we’ve seen and  
solved just about every pest problem imaginable. 

Call Ehrlich at (855) 226-0075 or visit jcehrlich.com

•    Termite Control
•    Bird & Bat Control
•    Bed Bug Control
•    Ant & Spider Control

•    General Pest Control
•    Mosquito & Tick Control
•    Weed Control
•    Year Round Protection

By Amanda J. Hornberger
A mitzvah or good deed is a 

commandment for all Jews. Repairing the 
world or tikkun olam is the mitzvah that 
our community is invited to participate 
in this fall at our first annual Interfaith 
Mitzvah Day.

The Reading area Jewish, Christian 
and Muslim communities will be joining 
together for an interfaith day of service 
on Sunday, Oct. 25. This inaugural 

event is being sponsored by Jewish 
Federation of Reading and Alvernia 
University.

The event will be held at Alvernia 
University, and we will be working 
together to support the Berks Coalition 
to End Homelessness (BCEH). We 
will be wrapping donated items in 
preparation for the People First event 
being held at Queen City Diner on Nov. 
10. The People First event invites the 

homeless to the diner for a free meal 
and an opportunity to receive donated 
items. 

The  Berks  Coa l i t i on  to  End 
Homelessness will be on hand during our 
Interfaith Mitzvah Day to share stories 
with the group. In addition we will have 
music, snacks and a discussion on the 
act of a mitzvah and its importance to all 

religious groups. 
Please join us on Oct. 25. We hope 

to have a large part of our community 
participate in this interfaith community 
service event!

To sign up please visit https://www.
eventbrite.com/e/interfaith-mitzvah-
day-registration-18259204773  or email 
amandah@jfreading.org 

Everyone invited to first annual Interfaith Mitzvah Day
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Consider participating in the premier 
North American Jewish communal event 
being held Nov. 8-10 in Washington, D.C. 
For three extraordinary days, the General 
Assembly, sponsored by Jewish Federations 
of North America, brings together current 
and emerging Jewish decision-makers 
representing a range of organizations. 

The GA is an opportunity to learn about 
the innovative ways people are building and 
sustaining thriving Jewish communities. It 
features phenomenal speakers, top political 
figures and thought leaders. Among the 
presenters this year are Rosalie Abella, the 
first Jewish woman to sit on the Canadian 
Supreme Court; Rabbi David Saperstein, 
U.S. Ambassador-at-Large for International 
Religious Freedom; and Leslie Wexner, chair 
and CEO of L Brands, Inc. 

You’ll have opportunities to voice your 
ideas and interact with other community 
leaders. Topics addressed include sessions on 
rethinking Jewish education, how communities 
are connecting with the millennial generation, 
confronting the new anti-Semitism, the future of 

Jewish philanthropy, and many more.    
The Jewish Federations of North America 

represents 151 Jewish Federations and 300 
smaller communities that raise and distribute 
close to $3 billion annually for social welfare, 
human services and educational needs. 
Federations touch more Jewish lives than 
any organization in the world. 

Please join us as part of the Reading 
delegation. For more information about the 
GA, you can find a link on our website or 
contact RichardN@JFReading.org or on the 
Web at GeneralAssembly.org. 

Please join us for General Assembly

By Amanda J. Hornberger
In August the 92nd St. Y program 

featured Dr. Michael Oren, the American-
born former Israeli ambassador to the 
U.S. During the program Oren discussed 
his new book, “Ally: My Journey Across 
the American-Israeli Divide.” Attendees 
at that program discussed starting a JCC 
book group and meeting periodically to 
discuss relevant books.

Due to the interest in Dr. Oren, the first 
book selected for the JCC book group is 

“Ally: My Journey Across the American-
Israeli Divide.”

The first meeting date and time is to 
be determined, but if you are interested in 
joining the group please contact Amanda 
at amandah@jfreading.org or 610-921-
0624.

The book “Ally” can be purchased 
as major book retailers, Amazon.com or 
borrowed from your local public library. 
Suggestions for future books are always 
welcome!

JCC starting book group

By Amanda J. Hornberger
In September and October the JCC 

will host the artwork of Cathy Jones 
and Erica Kabbeko in an exhibit entitled 
“Constructed Identities”. The show runs 
through Oct. 30. 

Cathy, from Kutztown, and Erica, 
from Lancaster, met while working on 

their Master of Fine Arts degrees at 
the Vermont College of Fine Arts. Each 
woman’s art is unique, but both will 
challenge the way you look at yourself 
and the identities of others.

I hope you find time to stop by and 
view “Constructed Identities” this fall at 
the JCC. 

‘Constructed Identities’: Fall Art Exhibit

Author entertains PJ Library participants
Author, Mara Rockliff  of  Kutztown reads her book “Chik Chak Shabbat” 

to youngsters as part of the summer PJ Library program on Aug. 18 at the 
Wyomissing Public Library. Rockliff  read the book to the kids, they “made 
soup” together and then worked on a soup craft.

Want to sign your child up for free Jewish themed books? Please email 
Amanda to sign up for PJ Library.

By Amanda J. Hornberger
The Jewish Federation of Reading is 

thrilled to announce that our community 
has been awarded a grant and selected 
as a new pilot community for PJ Our 
Way! Thanks to the generous support of 
the Harold Grinspoon Foundation, the 
nonprofit behind PJ Library, now kids 
ages 9-11 can receive Jewish themed 
books, as an extension and expansion 
of PJ Library.

PJ Our Way is the newest chapter 
of PJ Library for kids ages 9-11. It is 
designed to meet the developmental 
needs of 9-11 year olds by offering choice 
and creative outlets. Every month kids 
visit a secure website to choose one 
book from a selection of four high-quality 
titles with Jewish themes. Books are then 
mailed to kids’ homes. Kids can also post 
comments and reviews on the secure 
website.

Similar to PJ Library, the PJ Our Way 
program will be run at no cost to local 
families. All 9-11 years olds living in the 

Reading area are eligible to sign up for PJ 
Our Way beginning on their 9th birthday 
until the day before their 12th birthday.

Reading’s pilot of PJ Our Way will 
begin later this fall. More information 
will be sent to eligible children in the 
coming weeks. If you or your child are 
interested in PJ Our Way, please reach 
out to Amanda to ensure your name, 
address and birthdate are up to date so 
that accurate information can be sent 
to the Harold Grinspoon Foundation. In 
addition, a limited number of programs 
directly related to PJ Our Way will also 
be planned throughout the year once 
the program is up and running in our 
community.

JFR looks forward to working with 
our youth ages 9-11 and their families 
as we roll out the PJ Our Way program. 
For more information or if you have any 
questions, please contact your PJ Our 
Way Program Professional, Amanda 
Hornberger at amandah@jfreading.org 
or 610-921-0624.

Kids ages 9-11 are invited
to take part in PJ Our Way

By Amanda J. Hornberger
T h a n k s  t o  t h e  s u c c e s s  o f 

“Schindler ’s List,” most Americans 
a r e  a w a r e  o f  t h e  R i g h t e o u s 
G e n t i l e  O s k a r  S c h i n d l e r  a n d 
h is  sav ing of  1 ,200 Jewish men 
and women dur ing Wor ld  War I I . 
M a n y  p e o p l e  d o  n o t  k n o w  t h e 
s tory  o f  S i r  N icho las  Winton,  a 
Bri t ish Christ ian who rescued 669 
ch i ldren f rom Czcehoslovak ia in 
the months pr ior  to  the s tar t  o f 
Wor ld  War I I .

Winton, who died this past July at 
the age of 106, was not recognized 
for his role in saving Jewish lives 
unti l  the late 1980s. The award-
w i n n i n g  d o c u m e n t a r y  “ N i c k y ’ s 
Family” tells the story of Winton and 
the many lives he impacted. 

One amazing aspect of Winton’s 

story is the way he influenced many 
later generations to work across 
religious differences to help others 
in need.

In connection with our upcoming 
Interfaith Mitzvah Day, the Lakin 
H o l o c a u s t  L i b r a r y  &  R e s o u r c e 
Center wi l l  be host ing a special 
screening of “Nicky’s Family” and 
d iscuss ing  i t s  re levance to  our 
Interfaith Mitzvah Day taking place 
Oct. 25.

T h e  s c r e e n i n g  w i l l  b e  h e l d 
Thu rsday,  Oc t .  8 ,  a t  6  p .m .  i n 
the Klein Lecture Hall at Albright 
College.

Seating is limited so please come 
early and watch this astonishing 
film about a fascinating rescuer and 
humanitarian. This event is FREE 
and open to the public.

Albright, Federation to host screening 
of  award-winning ‘Nicky’s Family’

By Amanda J. Hornberger
What do Spiderman, Wonder Woman, 

Aquaman, the Fantastic Four, the 
Avengers and X-Men have in common? 
Would you be surprised to learn that all 
of these superheroes have a Jewish 
foundation? If so come out on Sept. 9 
to learn more about the Jewish subtext 
of superhero movies at our Underoos to 
Super Jews event!

Guest speaker Alon Barzilay will be 
on hand on Wednesday, Sept. 9, at 7 
p.m. in Klein Lecture Hall at Albright 
College to discuss superheroes, Jewish 
heroes and the connection to Jewish 
American culture. Few people know that 
America’s superheroes share the same 
Jewish cultural themes as the comic 
book artists who created them, such as 

immigration, Zionism and antisemitism. 
In an interactive and dynamic 

presentation that will leave you AMAZED, 
get a new perspective on how the true 
themes of superhero films are rooted 
in Jewish American culture. Whether 
you are interested in Superman or 
Wonder Woman, you will discover how 
superheroes are fighting for truth, justice 
and the Jewish American way!

The Underoos to Super Jews event 
is FREE and open to the public. Please 
note that it is intended for adult audiences 
due to the complex nature of the topic 
(this is not a children’s event).

 Fo r  d i rec t i ons  o r  f o r  more 
information, please contact Amanda 
at amandah@jfreading.org or call 610-
921-0624.

America’s superheroes are Jewish

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Back by popular demand, the JCC 

Youth in grades 1-6 are invited to play 
Gaga Ball at Bodyzone on Sept. 27!

What is Gaga Ball? Described 
as a fast-paced contest similar to 
dodgeball, the game is played in 
a large, inf latable hexagon. The 
ball is foam and soft, and players 
attempt to knock each other out of 
the game. Conversely players are 
always on the move trying to avoid 
being hit. The last player or team 
standing wins.

Our group will meet at BodyZone, 
3103 Paper Mi l l  Road in Spr ing 

Township, at 12:15 p.m. on Sunday, 
Sept. 27. We’ll eat a pizza lunch and 
then start playing!

Kids are required to wear shoes and 
socks. Pick up will be at 2 pm. The cost 
is $10 per child.

All children are invited and if you 
need f inancial assistance please 
contact Sari Incledon at 610-921-
0624.

Please RSVP to Brenda by Friday, 
Sept. 25, at brendas@jfreading.org or 
610-921-0624.

For directions or for more information, 
please contact Amanda at amandah@
jfreading.org or call 610-921-0624.

Youth are gaga for Gaga Ball
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www.readingjewishcommunity.org
Jewish Federation of Reading
PO Box 14925, Reading PA  19612
610-921-0624

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE. 
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

I want to help Federation make wishes come true this year. Here’s my tax-deductible gift to support Jewish Federation of Reading’s
2014 Annual Campaign and make a world of difference both near my own home and beyond: 

Name_____________________________________________ Address_______________________________________________________________
$___________amount enclosed Checks payable to Jewish Federation of Reading
Credit Card: ___Discover ___Mastercard ___Visa Card #____________________________________________ Exp. date______ Security Code_____
Name on Card:____________________________________________              Signature__________________________________________________ 

Please detach and return with payment to Jewish Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading PA 19612

FEED THE HUNGRY.
GIVE HOPE TO THOUSANDS.

SECURE THE FUTURE.
BEFORE 
YOU 
FINISH
BREAKFAST.
It only takes a few minutes to change lives in our community and around the world. Food banks for the needy, care 
for seniors, Israel experiences for the young — these are just some of the solutions Federation supports with heart, 
innovation and decades of knowing what works. Seize the moment: Donate. Volunteer. Get involved. 
Your link to getting started: JewishFederations.org

It only takes a few minutes to help seniors stay connected to community and continue living in their own homes, 
Meanwhile, you’ll nurture Jewish learning, fund food banks, offer job training — just a few of the solutions Fed-
eration supports with heart, innovation and decades of knowing what works. It’s time: Donate. Volunteer. Get 
involved.Your link to getting started: JewishFederations.org

SERVE WARM MEALS. 
DELIVER MEDICINES. 

GIVE HUGS TO SENIORS 
A WORLD AWAY.

BEFORE 
YOUR 
 ALARM 
GOES OFF. 

THE STRENGTH OF A PEOPLE. 
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

JewishFederations.org          
      jfederations          @jfederations

Be happier
with your reflection.

It’s Rosh Hashanah. The time when we all need to  

take a deeper look. 

If you’d like to brighten your reflection, here’s an inside tip.  

Give to Federation. You’ll be nurturing and sustaining our people 

wherever they’re in need. Helping thousands to connect to their 

Jewish identity wherever there’s a longing.

In fact, you’ll be sweetening the new year  

for our entire global Jewish community.  

Please give as generously as you can.  

When you look in the mirror, you’ll  

definitely like what you see!

www.JewishFederations.org
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Congregational News
It’s time to start dreaming, and doing, to improve the world
By Rabbi Brian Michelson
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom

Anyone who has 
ever visited one of 
the Disney theme 
parks more than once 
knows that things are 
continually changing.  
A ride is replaced or 
revamped; a pavilion 
is given a new name 
or theme. It is never 
the same place twice. I remember one 
of the early pavilions at Epcot was 
called “Horizons.” It was devoted to 
the celebration and dramatization of 
human creativity. Horizons greeted its 
daily visitors with the inscription “If we 
can dream it, we can do it.”

The capacity to dream, to envision, 

to imagine is one of the most powerful 
of God’s endowments to humanity. 
Our ability to picture our world, our 
families, and our own lives as we would 
want them provides the opportunity to 
work towards that ideal image. Jewish 
tradition reminds us during the High 
Holy Days that we were created as 
God’s partners to sustain and improve 
the world. This partnership is based 
on our shared ability to envision and 
dream; we share this ability with God 
and we share it with each other.

Dr. Theodore Herzl had the courage 
to tell a World Zionist Congress more 
than 100 years ago, “If you will it, it is 
no dream.” When the late Dr. Martin 
Luther King delivered a message 
entitled “I have a dream,” he inspired 
black Americans and other minorities 

to advance the fight for equality in this 
country.

There are, also, the dreams that 
never seem to come true. These are 
sometimes more diff icult to face.  
Nearly 2,800 years after the prophets 
Isaiah and Micah proclaimed their 
visions of universal peace in the 
words “They shall beat their swords 
into plowshares and their spears into 
pruning hooks; nation shall not take 
up arms against nation, neither shall 
they experience war any longer,” our 
planet is still savaged by terrorism and 
warfare. However, even if the dream 
has yet to come true, we should not 
lose hope. Each New Year, each new 
day provides humanity the opportunity 
to take one step closer to the fulfillment 
of these dreams.

One of the greatest and most 
inspiring challenges of the High Holy 
Days is the opportunity they present 
to renew our dreaming. Just when 
life appears all out of focus, just 
when dreams seem their remotest 
from coming true, just when we have 
diff iculty seeing both inward and 
outward is precisely the time that we 
need to take the risk and dream again.

Over the exit door at the Disney’s old 
Horizons pavilion was written, “Today’s 
horizons are tomorrow’s reality.” What 
visions can we create this New Year?  
What old visions can we bring to 
fulfillment? What accomplishments 
await us if we will but accept them into 
our dreams!

I wish every one of you a most 
wonderful New Year.

By Rabbi Yosef Lipsker
Chabad Center of Berks County

W e  a l l  n e e d 
feedback. Whether it is 
in our workplace or in 
our home life.  Whether 
we are just doing our job 
or we are going above 
and beyond our duty. 
Whether what we do is 
motivated by a sense of 
obligation or just an inner fire of love.

We all need to be told that someone 
notices what we are doing and appreciates 
it. That we are valued and that what we 
do is important.

The more often we are given feedback 
and the better the compliment, the more 
inclined we will be to try even harder and 
do even better; Whereas the fewer kind 
words we hear, the more prone we will 
be to slack off.  

Hopefully, throughout the year we 
acknowledge the meaningful people in our 
lives and thank them for all they do and 

for who they are. But special occasions, 
like birthdays, anniversaries, or after a 
particularly difficult ordeal or an especially 
happy celebration, are times especially 
conducive to reflecting and expressing 
how important the other individual is to you.

So how about G-d? does He need to 
hear our feedback?

On many occasions — hopefully daily 
— we acknowledge and thank G-d for 
the abundance of good He showers on 
us. Though G-d is above any “need” and 
certainly doesn’t need our “feedback”, He 
does have a want — the desire to have a 
relationship with us.  A relationship, even 
with the most exalted one, is by definition 
reciprocal and goes in both directions. 

Rosh Hashana is the time of year 
when we reaccept G-d’s rulership. It 
is our chance to stop, reflect and take 
notice. The Rosh Hashanah prayers are 
replete with us telling G-d how much we 
seek His presence in our lives.

Because feedback is something we all 
appreciate and need. And G-d’s feedback 

to each and every one of us should be 
in the Blessings of health, success and 

nachas from us and all of our loved ones.
Shana Tova from Chana & myself. 

The importance of  giving and getting feedback

By Rabbi Matthew Abelson
Kesher Zion Synagogue

According to our 
teacher, Maimonides, a 
Jew should cultivate love 
and reverence toward 
God. The attitudes of 
love and reverence are 
the hardest to achieve. 
If we are in a position to 
cultivate these attitudes, 
by all means, we should. 
Still, the attitude that often predominates 
is indifference. We are indifferent about 
whether God cares about how we live our 
lives. Indifference is worse than anger. 
Anger is not a virtue, but it is powerful and 
because it is powerful, it may be possible 
to harness it and channel it into another, 
different powerful emotion. Therefore, 

for the Yamim Noraim (High Holidays) of 
5776, some Jews may be advised to take 
the following prescription as a means to 
transforming themselves and strengthening 
their relationship to God: Be angry with God. 

The first reason I suggest this approach 
is because God can handle your anger. 
You can be assured of that. Press your 
case against God. Whether you are 
displeased with some element of your life 
or some difficulty in the world, call God out 
for the imperfection of the Creation that 
He created. Challenge Him. Demand that 
He enable us to see why He called His 
creation not just “good” (Genesis 1:12) but 
“very good” (Genesis 1:31). While none 
of us is blameless, if we regard our lot 
as disproportionately troubled given our 
generally proper conduct, we should insist 
that it be balanced appropriately. 

As may be inferred from what I have 
written so far, anger’s corollary is argument. 
Arguing with God is a longstanding Jewish 
tradition. The two greatest arguers were 
Abraham and Job. Abraham argued with 
God about the fate of Sodom and Gomorrah. 
Job argued with God about the tragedy 
that his life became even though he was 
“blameless and upright” in God’s own 
estimation. In fact, I can suggest no better 
preparation for the Yamim Noraim than 
reading the book of Job. While Job’s “friends” 
insist that Job’s unhappy lot is an outcome 
of his sinfulness, Job maintains  —  to the 
end — that his broken life is not an outcome 
of his wrongdoing. The book vindicates Job 
over and above his more pious “friends.”

God is, unsurprisingly, the One Who is 
ultimately vindicated above even Job. Before 
God restores Job’s health and surrounds 

him with a new family, God is quite clear with 
Job that His ways are inscrutable. This is an 
important lesson. By all means, we should 
argue with God about the aspects of our lives 
that ought to be better in light of our record 
of good behavior over the last year. Yet we 
should recognize that while we may argue 
with God, we can never win an argument 
with Him. For those who only enjoy arguing 
in order to win, this is disappointing. I would 
suggest, however, that being able to make 
one’s case before the Holy One Blessed Be 
He is a privilege in and of itself. Such arguing 
— often infused with anger — is one of the 
best ways to cleanse our hearts and convert 
them – eventually — to the proper attitudes 
of love and reverence for God. Thus, while 
we may start by arguing with anger, at the 
conclusion, we are filled not with anger but 
with love and reverence. 

‘You’re not angry enough with God’

LOCAL CONGREGATIONS AND SERVICE TIMES
CHABAD CENTER OF BERKS COUNTY (610) 921-0881

Saturday mornings: 9:30 a.m.; Friday evenings: 6:30 p.m.

KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE (610) 374-1763
Weekly services Saturdays: 9:30 a.m.; Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.

Friday Evening Service – Please call for service information
Babysitting available upon request with one week’s notice

REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM (610) 375-6034
Friday, Sept. 4: 6 p.m. Fridays, Sept. 11, 18 and 25: 7:45 p.m.

Saturday, Sept. 19: Tot Shabbat, 10 a.m.

CONGREGATION SHOMREI HABRITH

TotShabbat
introduce your child 
to the joy of shabbat!

join us for tot shabbat,
a musical, story-filled 
shabbat morning experience 
geared towards families with 
young children through 
grade 2.  bring your family 
and friends to celebrate 
with rabbi michelson, and 
stay for a pint-size oneg 
of juice, challah, and child 
friendly treats.

Tot Shabbat on Saturday, 
10/24/15 will be at Oley Turnpike 
Dairy, Oley, PA, at 4pm and will 
include a Havdalah service and 
fall celebration.  RSVP will be 
requested but not required.  
More details to follow.

Tot Shabbat services are held
Saturday mornings at 10:00 am
at Reform Congregation Oheb
Sholom, 555 Warwick Drive,
Wyomissing, PA 19610
ohebsholom.org

Members & non-members are
invited! No registration is required. 
Please call the Temple office,
610.375.6034, with any questions.

* 

Saturday, 9/19/15 at 10:00 am

Saturday, 10/24/15 at 4:00 pm*

Saturday, 11/21/15 at 10:00 am

Saturday, 12/12/15 at 10:00 am

Saturday, 1/16/16 at 10:00 am

Saturday, 2/20/16 at 10:00 am

Saturday, 3/19/16 at 10:00 am

Saturday, 4/9/16 at 10:00 am

Saturday, 5/14/16 at 10:00 am
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Selichot 
Tuesday, September 8, 2015 
 Selichot Service 8:00 p.m. 

At Kesher Zion Synagogue 
Erev Rosh Hashanah 
 Sunday, September 13, 2015   
 Evening Service 6:15 p.m.
 Dinner 7:00 p.m. 
Rosh Hashanah 
 Monday, September 14, 2015 
 Morning Service 9:00 a.m.
 Kiddush Luncheon following services  
 in Sisterhood Hall

Tashlich 5:30 p.m.  
 at Reading Public Museum
 Mincha to follow 
  Tuesday, September 15, 2015 
 Morning Service 9:00 a.m. 
 Israeli Kiddush Luncheon to follow services  
 Shabbat Shuvah 
  Saturday, September 19, 2015 
 Morning Service 9:30 a.m. 
 Kever Avot 
  Sunday, September 20, 2015 
 (At the Kesher Zion Cemetery) 
 Kever Avot/Memorial Service 10:30 a.m. 
 Erev Yom Kippur 
  Tuesday, September 22, 2015 
 Mincha 6:15 p.m. 
 Kol Nidre 6:30 p.m. 
  
 
 
 

 
Yom Kippur 
  Wednesday, September 23, 2015 
 Morning Service 9:00 a.m. 
 Yizkor 10:30 a.m. 
 Congregation Study with  
 Rabbi Matthew Abelson 4:30 p.m. 
 Mincha 5:30 p.m. 
 Neilah 6:30 p.m. 
 Maariv & Havdalah to follow 
 Shofar 7:30 p.m. 
 Communal Break the Fast to follow 
Sukkot
Monday, September 28, 2015 
 Morning Service 9:30 a.m. 
 Lunch and Learn in the Sukkah 12:00 noon 
Tuesday, September 29, 2015 
 Morning Service 9:30 a.m. 
 Lunch and Learn in the Sukkah 12:00 noon 
Friday, October 2, 2015 
 Evening Service 6:15 p.m. 
 Dinner in the Sukkah 7:00 p.m. 

 Shemini Atzeret  
  Monday, October 5, 2015 
 Morning Service 9:30 a.m. 
 Yizkor Recited 
 Simchat Torah 
  Monday, October 5, 2015 
 Maariv and Hakafot 6:00 p.m. 
   Tuesday, October 6, 2015 
 Morning Service 9:30 a.m.  
 Kiddush following services 

HIGH HOLY DAY 
SCHEDULE   
TISHRI 5776 

HIGH HOLIDAY PARKING 
Through the cooperation of the Reading Police Department, street parking during services on Rosh Hashanah, Monday,  
September 14, 2015 (9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.) Tuesday, September 15, 2015 (9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.) and on Yom Kippur,  

Tuesday, September 22, 2015 (6:00 p.m. to 8:00 p.m.) & Wednesday, September 23, 2015 (9:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m.) will be  
permitted on the north side of the 1200 block of Hill Road (in addition to the south side), and on Constitution Blvd.  

(if necessary), locations where parking is normally prohibited. An officer will be provided to assist with parking.  
Tickets, however, will be issued if cars are parked in areas obstructing traffic flow  

and when complaints from public are received. 

KESHER ZION

 

Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom 
555 Warwick Drive, Wyomissing, PA  19610 

610-375-6034   www.ohebsholom.org 

 
REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM 

 
 

Schedule of High Holiday & Festival Services, 2015 (5776) 
 
 

Rosh Hashanah 
Erev Rosh Hashanah 
Date: Sunday, September 13, 2015 
Time: 8:00 pm, Oneg to follow 
 
Daytime Services 
Date: Monday, September 14, 2015 
 Morning Service at 10:00 am 
 Family Service* at 4:00 pm 
 Tashlich Service at 5:30 pm 
    at Reading Public Museum   
 
Annual Cemetery Service 
Date: Sunday, September 20, 2015  
Time: 1:00 pm at Mt. Sinai Cemetery 
 

Yom Kippur 
Kol Nidre Service 
Date: Tuesday, September 22, 2015 
Time: 8:00 pm 
 
Daytime Services 
Date: Wednesday, September 23, 2015 
 Morning Service at 9:30 am 
 Family Service* at 1:30 pm 
 Afternoon Service at 3:00 pm 
 Yizkor/Memorial Service at 4:30 pm 
 Closing Service at 5:00 pm 
 
 

 
Sukkot       
 Sukkah Decorating 
Date: Sunday, September, 27, 2015 
Time: 6:00 pm 
 
 Erev Sukkot Service 
Date: Sunday, September, 27, 2015 
Time: 7:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
*Family service for children up to grade 2.   
  Babysitting available for other services. 
 
 
 

 
 
Shemini Atzeret – Simchat Torah & 
Consecration 
 Service and Consecration 
Date: Sunday, October 4, 2015 
Time: 7:00 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Children (6-12 YRS ) -$11.00 Children Under 5- Free 
                                      Adults (Ages 13+)  - $22.00 

Reservations and Payment 
(check payable to Kesher Zion Synagogue) should be mailed to: 

KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE,1245 PERKIOMEN AVE. READING, PA  19602 
RESERVATIONS ACCOMPANIED BY CHECK (MADE OUT TO KESHER ZION) 

MUST BE RECEIVED NO LATER THAN FRIDAY, SEPTEMBER 4, 2015

NAME    ___________________________________

PHONE #___________________________________

#ADULTS (ages 13+) ________  @ $22.00 =   ______ 
   #CHILDREN (6-12)   ________  @ $11.00 =   ______ 
   #CHILDREN (under 5)        FREE =   ______ 

     
TOTAL ENCLOSED =     $__________ 

MENU
ROUND HOLIDAY CHALLAH 

APPLES AND HONEY 
MATZAH BALL SOUP 

ROAST TURKEY 
MASHED POTATOES 

“PENNY SLICED CARROTS” 
JEWISH APPLE CAKE 

BIRTHDAY CAKE 

If financial assistance is necessary, please contact Sari Incledon at Jewish Family Service (610) 921-2766

Jewish Family Service and Manor at Market Square
invite you to a

Rosh Hashanah Service and holiday lunch
at Manor at Market Square, 803 Penn St.

Friday, Sept. 11, at 10:45 a.m.
  RSVP by Sept. 2 to 610-921-0624.
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Interfaith Mitzvah Day 
    mitz●vah |mits●vuh| noun 

1. “a good deed;” the Hebrew word for “commandment” 

People of all faiths are welcome - children, high  
school students, college students, adults - to gather  
together and participate in the holy task of tikkun olam,  

REPAIRING THE WORLD! 

 

 

Register online, call or 
email: 

http://ow.ly/RcDYH 

610-921-0624  

amandah@jfreading.org 

 

Sunday, October 25, 2015 
1 p.m. – 4 p.m. 

Alvernia University (Campus Commons Building) 
400 Saint Bernardine Street 

Reading, PA 19607 
 
Sponsored By: 

 

What will we do? Prepare gifts for the homeless to be given at 
the People First event at Queen City Diner, November 10, 2015. 

 

Participation will strengthen all of our commitment to social 
action and our community as one that cares for each other. 

 

Sen. Judy Schwank meets with Friendship Circle
State Sen. Judy Schwank met with 

the Friendship Circle July 23 at the 
JCC to discuss what’s new with state 
government and to answer questions. 
See the Centerpiece in this issue for the 
latest Friendship Circle activities.
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Teen News

Our Reading Jewish Community High 
School is back, and better in many ways.

We responded to the challenge of 
Gratz closing its branches by deciding 
to open our own program. We kept 
our strengths and we have listened to 
student and parent input in the new 
Reading JCHS for this New Year 5776 
/ 2015-2016.

Rabbi Barry Dov Lerner will return to 
direct our program and has been working 
throughout the summer with Jewish 
Federation of Reading President Bill 
Franklin and Program Director Amanda 
Hornberger.

On Sunday, Sept. 20, at 5:30 p.m., 
there will be orientation for teens and 
parents with an introduction to the faculty, 
the courses being offered and the new 
elements of our Reading JCHS program. 
We will also describe our exciting “Better 
Together” program of inter-generational 

education and invite those who are 
interested to apply.

Reading Jewish Community
High School

This year the classes will be divided 
into trimesters, rather than yearlong 
courses, which provides for more choice 
and more variation. We will have three 
periods of 45 minutes each and a 
15 minute break and snack. At the 
suggestion of parents and students, we 
will begin a half-hour earlier, with classes 
running 5:30 to 8 p.m. 

In a major statement of support and 
dedication, our community’s rabbis have 
jointly volunteered to each teach a first 
period class for a trimester in a subject 
of their choosing to be announced.  Our 
thanks to Rabbi Michelson, Rabbi Lipsker 
and Rabbi Abelson.This will enable 
students to have three options for the 
first period and then two choices for the 

second two classes.
Our current trimester dates are Oct. 

11, 18 and 25; Nov. 8, 15 and 22, Dec. 
6, 13 and 20. Some dates may yet 
change as we take into consideration 
holidays and specific events on the 
community calendar. We have affiliated 
with The North American Association of 
Community & Congregational Hebrew 
High Schools (NAACCHHS) and students 
will receive transcripts with “Credit” or “No 
Credit” that will be beneficial for college 
applications. We are also exploring a 
Modern Hebrew Language course, and 
more information will be available on 
Sept. 20.

“Better Together”
In addition to the classes of JCHS,we 

are very proud to announce that we are 
the recipients of a national philanthropy 
— which has asked to remain anonymous 
— for a grant project titled “Better 

Together,” a proposed program of inter-
generational activities.

The yearlong program will have 
approximately 10 meetings during the 
year. The curriculum is titled “Early Bird 
Taste of Torah” which met the standards of 
the granting philanthropy and will consist 
of select number of teens and senior 
citizens from our Jewish community, to 
study in “hevrutah,” learning pairs.

Led by Rabbi Dov for each monthly 
study session, a portion of the Biblical 
text will be read on a monthly Jewish 
celebration, supplemented with legends 
and comments from thousands of 
years, challenging the students to 
find modern meaning in our tradition.  
Our goal is that the younger partners 
will gain a wealth of information and 
experiences from our seniors, and the 
seniors will learn the perspective of our 
future leaders. 

New era in teen education begins Sept. 20 at JCC

Liberty Region BBYO: Join in the fun!

Want to learn more about Jewish youth groups?
For BBYO, contact Janine Ure via the Jewish Federation, 610-921-0624.

For National Federation of Temple Youth, contact Scott Stein via Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom, 610-375-6034

Liberty Region  

**Please watch for the announcement of the date, 
time and location of Back to BBYO Night in your 
chapter/community! 

Regional Kick-Off 
September 12 
Brunswick Zone XL, Feasterville-Trevose, PA 
Open to ALL Jewish teens in grades 9-12 
Come celebrate the official start to an incredible year of 
BBYO with bowling, laser tag, arcade games, friends
and fun! 

Regional Leadership Training Institute (RLTI)  
September 18-20 
Camp Kweebec, Schwenksville, PA 
Open to ALL members 
This convention focuses on the development of 
participantsʼ leadership skills through interactive 
programming, skills workshops and teen-led training 
sessions. This yearʼs RLTI will be extra awesome as 
we will be joined by our friends from BBYO Keystone 
Mountain Region (KMR)! 

Tournies Convention 
November 13-15 
Harrisburg JCC, Harrisburg, PA  
Home Housed 
Open to ALL members 
During this convention weekend, teens compete to 
show chapter spirit in many different activities ranging 
from water polo to debate – there is an event for 
everyone! 

Marathon Madness
January 17 
Location TBD 
Open to ALL Jewish teens in grades 8-12 
BBYOʼs new Movement-wide Stand UP initiative brings 
Jewish teens together from around the world to support 
causes they care about and make a difference through 
the power of community, while having a lot of fun! It has 
never been easier, or more fun, to make a difference. 
Join us for a dance party bigger than our region has 
ever seen! 

International Convention (IC)
February 11-15 
Baltimore, MD 
Open to ALL members 
IC is an opportunity for members to become more familiar 
with BBYO on the international level, experience innovative 
Shabbat services, take part in community impact projects 
and connect with Jewish teens from all around the world. 

In Training (IT) New Member Convention 
March 4-6 
JCC of Wyoming Valley, Wilkes-Barre, PA 
Home Housed 
Open to ALL NEW members 
New members are invited to spend the weekend getting to 
know one another and learning more about BBYO. 

WOW Weekend Convention 
April 15-17 
Hotel TBD 
Open to ALL members 
During WOW Weekend, teens experience “wow 
programming” in a variety of topics, such as community 
service, social action and brotherhood/sisterhood. 

March of the Living (MOTL)
May 2-16 
Poland and Israel
Open to ALL members 
MOTL is a two weeks-long program focused on Holocaust 
education and remembrance. Teens spend one week in 
Poland and end their trip with a week-long celebration of the 
Jewish peoplehood in Israel. 

Spring Fling Convention
May 20-22 
Camp Kweebec, Schwenksville, PA 
Open to ALL members 
As the culmination of the program year, this convention 
allows to teens to listen to State of the Region addresses 
from their regional presidents, hear and take part in Life 
Ceremonies given by outgoing seniors, and elect the
Regional Board for the following calendar year. 

BBYO Liberty Region 
610-351-2444 
liberty@bbyo.org
www.bbyo.org  
http://bbyo.org/region/liberty/
  

2015-2016 
Calendar 

BBYO is the largest pluralistic youth movement and most effective provider 
of identity-building and leadership development programs for Jewish teens. Our 
region, Liberty Region #13, was created after Central Region East and Philadelphia 
Region merged together into a mega-region in 2013. Liberty is comprised of 
chapters along Eastern Pennsylvania (including Philadelphia), Delaware, and two 
areas of southern New York: Binghamton and Elmira.

Throughout the school year, many meaningful and fun events take place locally, 
regionally, and even internationally. Liberty hosts five main conventions during the 
year: Regional Leadership Training Institute (RLTI), Tournies, IT Convention (In 
Training - new members convention), WOW Convention, and Spring Convention. 
BBYO is a youth-lead organization with chapter and regional boards that help 
make the region run smoothly. 

See below for calendar of events



SHALOM September 2015Page 10

A recent article by Ron Kampeas, the 
Washington bureau chief of the Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency (JTA), summarized 
how Jewish communities across the 
nation are uncertain of their position on 
the Iran nuclear deal.

Of 53 regional Jewish groups from 
all corners of the U.S., there are 19 
opposed to the deal and 34 that are not 
opposed but skeptical and urge closer 
examination.

Those opposed expressed concern 
that the agreement fails to provide for full 
and immediate inspections of undeclared 
nuclear facilities, adequate disclosure of 
prior military dimensions of Iran’s nuclear 
program and prompt dismantlement of 
the nuclear infrastructure. They also 
believe it is not the best deal possible 
at this time.

The opposed include: 
Baltimore Jewish Council; Birmingham 

Jewish Federation, Ala.;  Boston Combined 
Jewish Philanthropies; Jewish Federation 
of Metropolitan Chicago; Jewish Federation 
of Cleveland; Jewish Community Relations 
Committee of Jewish Federation of 

Columbus, Ohio; Jewish Federation of 
Greater Dallas; Jewish Federation of 
Delaware; Jewish Federation of Greater 
Des Moines, Iowa;  Jewish Federation of 
Metropolitan Detroit; Jewish Federation 
of Greater Houston; Jewish Federation of 
Greater Los Angeles; Jewish Federation 
of Greater Metrowest, N.J.; Greater Miami 
Jewish Federation; Jewish Community 
Relations Council of Jewish Federation of 
Southern New Jersey; Jewish Federation 
of Greater Philadelphia; Jewish Federation 
of Greater Phoenix; Jewish Federation of 
South Palm Beach County, Fla.; Jewish 
Community Relations Council of Greater 
Washington 

Those expressing caution and urging 
closer scrutiny share the administration’s 
desire and appreciate their efforts to 
reach a diplomatic solution that will 
prevent Iran from developing nuclear 
capability. However, they have grave 
concerns that the present deal may not 
accomplish this objective and could 
threaten the peace and security of 
numerous countries, including the United 
States and, more immediately, Israel. 

They therefore urge Congress and 
North American Jewish communities   to 
carefully scrutinize the deal and its risks 
and implications.

They include:
Jewish Community  Relations Council 

of Greater Boston; Jewish Federation of 
Broward County, Fla.; Jewish Federation 
of Central Massachusetts; Charleston 
Jew ish  Federa t ion  and  Jew ish 
Community Relations Council, S.C.; 
Jewish United Fund of Greater Chicago; 
Jewish Community Relations Council 
and Jewish Federation of Cincinnati         
JEWISHColorado; Jewish Federation 
of Greater El Paso, Texas; Jewish 
Federation of the Lehigh Valley, Pa.; 
Jewish Community Relations Council 
of Louisville, Ky.; Jewish Federation 
of Greater Middlesex County, N.J; 
Jewish Community Relations Council 
of Milwaukee Jewish Federation; 
Jewish Community Relations Council 
of Minnesota and the Dakotas; Jewish 
Federat ion of  Nashvi l le ;  Jewish 
Federation of New Orleans; Jewish 
Community Relations Council of New 

York; Jewish Federation of Northern 
New Jersey; UJA-Federation of New 
York; Jewish Federation of Omaha, Neb.; 
Jewish Federation of Greater Orange 
County, N.Y.; Jewish Federation of 
Greater Orlando, Fla.; Council of Jewish 
Federation of Palm Beach County, 
Fla.; Jewish Federation of Greater 
Pittsburgh; Jewish Federation of Greater 
Portland, Ore.; Jewish Federation of 
Reading; Jewish Community Federation 
of Richmond and its Jewish Community 
Relations Committee; Jewish Community 
Relations Council of St. Louis; Jewish 
Federation of San Diego County;  Jewish 
Community Relations Council of San 
Francisco; Jewish Federation of Sarasota-
Manatee, Fla. Jewish Federation of 
Greater Seattle; Jewish Federation of 
Silicon Valley; United Jewish Federation 
of Tidewater and its Community Relations 
Council, Va.; Jewish Federation of 
Western Massachusetts.For further 
understanding of the risks involved on 
both sides of this critical issue, please 
see the additional articles supporting and 
opposing the Iran nuclear deal.

American Jewish groups all over the map on controversial issue
The Iran Nuclear Deal

A look at some defenders of the nuclear 
deal with Iran.

U.S. Energy Secretary Ernest Moniz
Several weeks ago, U.S. Energy 

Secretary Ernest Moniz told Jewish groups 
that the nuclear deal with Iran will give 
America, Israel and other countries the 
“freedom” to confront Tehran’s support for 
terrorism and violations of human rights, 
and allow the U.S. to increase its attention 
on “other aspects of Iranian behavior that 
give us serious problems.”

“We are trying to increase security 
cooperation” with Israel and Arab 
allies, Moniz said in a webcast session 
(http://jewishfederations.org/jfed-talks) 
coordinated by Jewish Federations of 
North America. “Doing so with the comfort 
that Iran does not have and will not have a 
nuclear weapon, will give us more freedom 
of action, if you like, in addressing all these 
other problems.”

“The bottom line is Iran today is what 
we call a threshold state — it may not have 
a weapon today, but it has the capabilities 
and is very close to getting there if they 
choose to do so,” he said. “This agreement 
pulls them way back from that threshold for 
a substantial period.”

Former Israeli security heads
While Israel’s prime minister continues 

to fight the Iran nuclear deal, a collection of 
former Israeli security figures have come 
forward to say things could be much worse.

Major-General (res.) Israel Ziv is the 
former head of the Israeli Army’s Operations 
Directorate branch and takes a realist’s 
approach to the deal. “There is no one in 
Israel who thinks the nuclear agreement 
is a good agreement, but the discussion 
should not focus on that,” he wrote in an op-

ed for the Israeli news site Ynetnews.com. 
“Because this agreement is the best among 
all other alternatives, and any military strike 
— as successful as it may be — would not 
have delayed even 20 percent of what the 
agreement will delay, not to mention the 
risk of another flare-up with Hezbollah, 
which an operation against Iran would have 
generated. The agreement is an established 
fact, and it’s not particularly bad as far as 
Israel is concerned.”

Shlomo Brom a Visiting Fellow at the 
Center for American Progress and former 
Brigadier General in the Israeli Army told 
ThinkProgress that while there were flaws 
in the deal, it was “solved in a good way.”

Ami Ayalon, former head of Israel’s internal 
security outfit called Shin Bet and former chief 
of the Israeli Navy, told The Daily Beast that 
the issue “is not black and white.”

“When it comes to Iran’s nuclear 
capability, this [deal] is the best option,” 
Ayalon said. He also named a number of 
other former ministers, security officers in 
Shin Bet, and Mossad (Israel’s equivalent 
to the CIA) who agreed with this view.

“No agreement is ironclad, but the 
inspections provisions provide a high 
degree of confidence that Iran will not be 
able to renew the nuclear program without 
its being detected,” Chuck Freilich, a former 
deputy National Security Adviser in Israel, 
wrote in a New York Times op-ed “A regime 
that has staked so much on this agreement 
will be reluctant to incur the costs.”

Retired U.S. generals and admirals
Thirty-six retired generals and admirals 

have come out in support of the controversial 
nuclear agreement with Iran, calling it “the 
most effective means currently available 
to prevent Iran from obtaining nuclear 

weapons.”
In a letter to The Washington Post, the 

retired officers said gaining international 
support for any possible military action 
against Iran “would only be possible if 
we have first given the diplomatic path a 
chance.” The former generals and admirals 
say in their letter that the nuclear deal was 
not based on trust in Iran but imposed tough 
standards and verification and sanctions for 
failure to comply. “There is no better option 
to prevent an Iranian nuclear weapon,” the 
letter says, adding: “Military action would be 
less effective than the deal, assuming it is 
fully implemented. If the Iranians cheat, our 
advanced technology, intelligence and the 
inspections will reveal it, and U.S. military 
options remain on the table.”

The signers included Gen. James 
Cartwright, a former vice-chairman of the 
Joint Chiefs of Staff; General Joseph P. Hoar, 
a former commander-in-chief of the Central 
Command; and General Merrill McPeak, a 
former chief of staff of the Air Force.

Retired Navy Rear Adm. Harold L. 
Robinson, a rabbi and former naval chaplain, 
told the Post that he had decided to sign to 
show that “those of us who love Israel in 
the United States are not of one mind and 
one voice on this matter. I thought it was 
important to represent some of the diversity 
within the American Jewish community.”

American rabbis
“We are deeply concerned with the 

impression that the leadership of the 
American Jewish community is united in 
opposition to the agreement,” 340 rabbis 
from the major streams of U.S. Judaism 
wrote in a letter to Congress expressing 
support for the Iran nuclear deal. The 
letter urged the House of Representatives 

and Senate to endorse the agreement, in 
which sanctions are lifted in exchange for 
restrictions on Iran’s nuclear program, and 
states, “We, along with many other Jewish 
leaders, fully support this historic nuclear 
accord.”

In a news release issued by Ameinu, 
a liberal Zionist organization, one of the 
letter’s signatories, Rabbi Steven Bob of 
Glen Ellyn, Illinois, said, “We commend the 
U.S. and the other negotiating teams for 
their dedication to reaching an agreement 
to prevent Iran from obtaining nuclear 
weapons. This deal is good for the United 
States and our allies in the region, and is 
the best arrangement possible given current 
international realities.”

Rabbi Samuel Gordon of Wilmette, Ill., 
said in the news release that if Congress 
rejects the deal, “the consequences for the 
United States, Israel, the Jewish community 
and the world will be significant.”

“We fear that the outcome will be the 
collapse of the international sanctions regime, 
an Iranian race for nuclear weapons and an 
associated arms race in the Middle East and 
isolation of Israel and the United States from 
international partners,” Gordon said.

Among the rabbis signing the letter 
are Burton Visotzky, a professor at 
the Conservative movement’s Jewish 
Theological Seminary; Sharon Brous of 
Ikar, a large congregation in Los Angeles; 
Lawrence Kushner, the author of more than 
18 books on Judaism; Sharon Kleinbaum, 
the longtime rabbi of the largest LGBT 
synagogue in North America; Nina Beth 
Cardin, an author and Jewish environmental 
activist; and Amy Eilberg, the first woman 
rabbi ordained by the Conservative 
movement.

Supporting the Iran nuclear deal

By Jacob J. Lew
Secretary of the Treasury

The Iran nuclear deal offers a long-term 
solution to one of the most urgent threats of 
our time. Without this deal, Iran, the world’s 
leading state sponsor of terrorism, would 
be less than 90 days away from having 
enough fissile material to make a nuclear 
bomb. This deal greatly reduces the threat 
of Iran’s nuclear program, making Iran’s 
breakout time four times as long, securing 
unprecedented access to ensure that we 
will know if Iran cheats and giving us the 
leverage to hold it to its commitments.

Opponents’ assumptions that we could 
have gotten a better deal, or if we unilaterally 

ramped up existing sanctions to force Iran 
to dismantle its entire nuclear program and 
alter the character of its regime wholesale 
are dangerous fantasies, flying in the face 
of economic and diplomatic reality.

Although the United States still does have 
tremendous economic influence throughout 
the world, countries across Europe and Asia 
joined the current sanction policy because we 
made the case that Iran’s nuclear program 
was an uncontained threat to global stability 
and, most important, because we offered a 
concrete path to address it diplomatically.

The rest of the world sees  the nuclear 
agreement, endorsed by the U.N.Security 
Council and more than 90 other countries, 

as effectively addressing the threat of 
Iran’s nuclear program by constraining 
it for the long term and ensuring that it 
will be exclusively peaceful. If Congress 
now rejects this deal, the elements that 
were fundamental in establishing that 
international consensus will be gone.

The international community does 
not believe ramping up sanctions will 
persuade Iran to eradicate all traces of 
its hard-won civil nuclear program or 
sever its ties to its armed proxies in the 
region. It will blame the U.S. for walking 
away from a credible solution to one of 
the world’s greatest security threats, and 
will continue to re-engage with Iran. 

Imposing powerful secondary sanctions 
against those countries that refuse to 
follow our lead would be a disaster. The 
European Union, China, Japan, India 
and South Korea are among the largest 
economies in the world. If we were to cut 
them off from American trade, we would 
set off extensive financial hemorrhaging, 
not just in our partner countries but in the 
United States as well. 

The deal we reached is strong, 
unprecedented and good for America, with all 
the key elements the international community 
demanded to stop Iran from getting a nuclear 
weapon. Congress should approve this deal 
and ignore critics who offer no alternative.

Excerpts from ‘The high price of rejecting the Iran deal’
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By Robert Satloff
Washington Institute for Near East Policy

On one side we must recognize the 
substantial achievements in the Iran 
Nuclear Agreement, such as Iran’s 
commitment to cut its stockpile of 
enriched uranium by 98 percent, gut 
the core of its plutonium reactor, and 
mothball thousands of centrifuges. 
Supporters of the deal accept President 
Barack Obama’s argument that the 
agreement will effectively block Iran from 
developing a nuclear weapon for a very 
long time at little risk to U.S. interests.

But the other side identifies a long list 
of gaps, risks, and complications. These 
range from the three and a half weeks that 
Iran can delay inspections of suspect sites, 
to the billions of dollars that Iran will reap 
from sanctions relief — some of which will 
surely end up in the hands of terrorists.

A third side has outlined several 
constructive proposals that the United 
States could even implement without 
reopening negotiations with the Iranians 
and the P5+1 group of world powers. 

They are:
• Consequences: Repair a glaring 

gap in the agreement, which offers no 
clear, agreed-upon penalties for Iranian 
violations of the deal’s terms short of the 
last-resort punishment of a “snapback” 
of U.N. sanctions against Iran. This is 
akin to having a legal code with only one 
punishment — the death penalty — for 
every crime, from misdemeanors to 
felonies; the result is that virtually all crimes 
will go unpunished. The solution is to 
reach understandings now with America’s 
European partners, the core elements 
of which should be made public, on the 
appropriate penalties to be imposed for a 
broad spectrum of Iranian violations. The 
Iran deal gives the U.N. Security Council 
wide berth to define such penalties at a 
later date, but the penalties have no value 
in deterring Iran from violating the accord 
unless they are clarified now.

• D e t e r r e n c e :  R e a c h 
understandings now with European 
and other international partners about 
penalties to be imposed on Iran should it 

transfer any windfall funds from sanctions 
relief to its regional allies and terrorist 
proxies rather than spend it on domestic 
economic needs. To be effective, these 
new multilateral sanctions should impose 
disproportionate penalties on Iran for 
every marginal dollar sent to Hezbollah in 
Lebanon, Bashar al-Assad in Syria, etc. 
Since these sanctions are unrelated to 
the nuclear issue, they are not precluded 
by the terms of the Iran agreement.

• Pushback:  Ramp up U.S. 
and allied efforts to counter Iran’s 
negative actions in the Middle East, 
including interdicting weapons supplies 
to Hezbollah, Assad, and the Houthis in 
Yemen; designating as terrorists more 
leaders of Iranian-backed Shiite militias 
in Iraq that are committing atrocities; 
expanding the training and arming of 
not only the Iraqi security forces but also 
the Kurdish peshmerga in the north and 
vetted Sunni forces in western Iraq. 

• Declaratory policy: Affirm as 
a matter of U.S. policy that the United 
States will use all means necessary 

to prevent Iran’s accumulation of the 
fissile material (highly enriched uranium) 
whose sole useful purpose is for a 
nuclear weapon. Such a statement, to be 
endorsed by a congressional resolution, 
would go beyond the “all options are on 
the table” formulation that, regrettably, 
has lost all credibility in the Middle East. 

• Israeli deterrence: Ensure that 
Israel retains its own independent 
deterrent capability against Iran’s 
potential nuclear weapon by committing 
to providing technology to the Israelis that 
would secure this objective over time. A 
good place to start would be proposing 
to transfer to Israel the 30,000-pound, 
bunker-busting Massive Ordnance 
Penetrator—the only non-nuclear bomb 
in the U.S. arsenal that could do serious 
damage to Iran’s underground nuclear 
installations—and the requisite aircraft 
to carry this weapon. This alone would 
not substitute for U.S. efforts to build 
deterrence against Iran. But making 
sure Israel has its own assets would be 
a powerful complement.

Excerpts from ‘A better deal with Iran is possible’
The Iran Nuclear Deal

Excerpts from scholar Walter Russell 
Mead’s Aug. 5 testimony about the Iran 
nuclear deal and military balance in the 
Middle East to the U.S. Senate Committee 
on Armed Services. The article in its entirety 
can be read on the JFR website, www.
readingjewishcommunity.org   

“No agreement stands alone. Ultimately, 
the JCPOA will be not be judged as a stand-
alone agreement; it will be judged as part 
of a policy aimed at securing American 
interests in a vital region at the lowest 
feasible risk and cost. It would be a mistake 
to think of this agreement simply in the 
context of nuclear weapons. It also needs 
to be examined in the light of important 
non-nuclear policy issues in a region of 
vital importance to the United States. At 
a time when the Middle East is in its most 
volatile, unsettled state in a century, and 
when a sectarian conflict between Shi’a and 
Sunni Muslims is spreading, this agreement 
affects the balance of power, relations 
with our existing allies and perceptions 
of America’s role in the sectarian conflict. 
To reach an appropriate decision about 
this agreement, the United States Senate 
needs to consider the agreement’s likely 
impact on important American interests and 
relationships across the Middle East, and to 
a lesser extent, elsewhere.

When asked to identify America’s 
principal interests in the Middle East, most 
people will agree with President Obama’s 
summary: oil and the security of Israel. Israel 
is a valuable American ally and partner, an 
outpost of democracy, and, as the national 
state of the Jewish people, both a refuge 
from persecution and a shining example of 
what a free people can accomplish.

Some have argued that energy 
independence will relegate Middle Eastern 
oil to a second tier of American interests 
and that an energy independent America 
will be less concerned about the security 
and stability of the Middle East. Perhaps 
unfortunately, this is not the case. If the 
Middle East is no longer necessary for 
America’s own energy needs, oil from this 
region remains vital to our friends, allies 
and economic partners around the world. 
If war in the Middle East, or the actions 
of a powerful regional hegemon seeking 
to blackmail the world should cut the flow 
of oil from the Middle East to Europe, 
India, China and/or Japan, the economic 
consequences to the United States would 
be enormous. American manufacturing 
companies operate globally and their 
overseas operations and supply chains 

would be serious affected by a disruption 
in energy supplies. Stock markets globally 
would be severely affected, including in the 
United States. 

The United States may not be dependent 
on the Middle East for our domestic energy 
supply, but the American economy remains 
profoundly and permanently entangled in 
the global economy.

To make wars less likely, the United States 
has worked to create an interdependent 
global system in which all countries depend 
so heavily on global flows of trade and 
investment that no country can contemplate 
cutting itself off from this system through 
starting wars. At the same time, the United 
States has worked to ensure the safe and 
secure passage of commerce across the 
world’s oceans, taking questions like energy 
out of the realm of geopolitical competition. 
These policies have helped create the 
longest era of great power peace in modern 
time.

Considered from the humanitarian 
standpoint , the dangers facing us in the 
Middle East today are immense, and it is 
against this background that the value of 
the JCPOA is to be understood.

One danger is presented by the rise of 
Iran and the consequences of its efforts to 
increase its power in Iraq, Syria, Lebanon, 
and beyond. Iran is the one country at the 
moment that appears to believe that it has 
both the capacity and the will to establish a 
hegemonic position in the region. An Iranian 
bid for control  could create such chaos 
and upheaval in the region that normal 
governance would break down and some 
oil exporting countries could be paralyzed 
by international or civil conflict.

Another danger comes from the surge 
in fanaticism among some Sunni groups 
because of the fear inspired by an Iranian-
backed surge of Shi’a power across the 
region. The successful establishment of 
a ‘caliphate’ or some other form of radical 
and revolutionary governance across 
strategically important areas could present 
the United States with the choice between 
military intervention or accepting the 
establishment of a hegemonic regional 
power.

The effect of the JCPOA on the regional 
situation depends  on perception and policy. 
How will Iran, our allies and other forces in 
the region view the agreement? How does 
the agreement weaken or strengthen Iran 
on the ground? What policies will the United 
States and Iran pursue in the region and 
toward each other should the agreement 
come into full force?

One thing seems clear: if the JCPOA 
fails to contain Iran’s nuclear program, and 
Iran gets a nuclear weapon, the agreement 
will be a disaster in regional politics. Iran’s 
drive toward regional hegemony will receive 
a powerful boost, the strength of fanatical 
movements in the Sunni world will be 
boosted by a sense of apocalyptic fear and 
rage, and the sectarian conflict will intensify 
in ways that are both unpredictable and very 
dangerous for American interests.

Suppose there is a period of time in 
which the success or failure of the JCPOA 
on the nuclear issue is unclear? During this 
uncertain interval, one that could last for 
some time, how will the JCPOA affect the 
regional balance of forces?

Here, the news is bad. Whatever 
the JCPOA does in terms of the nuclear 
program, when it comes to the conventional 
balance in the region the JCPOA appears 
to strengthen Iran. The end of sanctions 
does not just result in a “windfall” gain to 
Iran as frozen assets are released; it also 
adds substantial and growing amounts 
to Iran’s national income as normal trade 
relations resume, as Iranian oil production 
expands, and as access to markets for new 
technology and spare parts increases the 
productivity of Iranian society. In the short 
term this means that Iran will have more 
money with which to support regional allies 
like the Assad regime in Damascus; in the 
medium term as conventional weapons 
restrictions are lifted Iran will have the 
opportunity to strengthen both defensive and 
offensive arms capabilities; in the medium 
to long term Iran’s greater economic clout 
will substantially increase its political weight 
both in the region and in world affairs, 
giving it new allies and making a return 
to sanctions and isolation increasingly 
unlikely. Many of Iran’s neighbors do not 
share the Obama Administration’s view 
that the greatest danger from Iran flows 
from its nuclear program. Rather, the fear 
is that Iran’s large population, sectarian 
fervor and powerful security institutions 
make it potentially the most powerful state 
in the region and a threat to the security of 
its neighbors. 

The inevitable increase in Iranian 
conventional resources and capabilities 
that follows the JCPOA can damage 
American interests in three ways. First, 
if Iran devotes even some of its gains 
from the agreements to its regional allies 
and hegemonic goals, it could create 
a major crisis in the region that would 
require massive American intervention 
to avoid the danger of having one 

country dominate the oil wealth of the 
entire Gulf. 

Second, fear of Iran can drive American 
allies and other actors in the region to 
actions that destabilize the region or run 
counter to American interests. Concerns 
about potential proliferation among other 
regional countries who want to balance the 
Iranian nuclear program are one example 
of the potential ‘blowback’ from the JCPOA. 

Third, fear of a rising Iran increases 
the incentives for rich individuals and 
states to deepen their links with fanatical 
organizations and fighter. If Iran’s regional 
power is seen as rising, many in the Sunni 
world will be tempted to support these 
organizations as indispensable allies in the 
fight against Iran. 

There are two possible courses the 
United States can take. One would be to 
see the JCPOA as the first step in a policy 
of accommodating Iran looking to détente or 
an even closer relationship. Alternatively, the 
JCPOA could be seen as an effort to facilitate 
a tougher policy of regional containment by 
taking the dangers of nuclear proliferation off 
the table. Much depends on which course 
the Administration chooses. One of the 
reasons that the period leading up to the 
JCPOA has been so volatile in the Middle 
East is that many regional observers have 
concluded that American policy in the region 
is based on an American accommodation  of 
Iranian hegemony on the ground. This goes 
back to the Bush administration’s decision 
to invade Iraq in 2003 and then to turn the 
country over to its Shi’a majority. From 
an American point of view, whatever one 
thought of the war itself, the establishment 
of majority rule represented the triumph of 
our beliefs in democracy; many in the Middle 
East viewed it as a deliberate choice by the 
United States to promote Iran and to check 
Sunni power. Suspicion intensified when the 
United States then, despite talk about ‘red 
lines’ and statements that Assad ‘must go’ 
remained inactive in Syria as casualties and 
the refugee toll mounted. Where the majority 
is Shi’a, many said, the United States 
supports majority rule. Where the majority 
is Sunni, the United States does nothing.

That  percept ion has become 
destabilizing in a region where escalating 
sectarian conflict between Sunni and 
Shi’a increasingly dominates the agenda; 
endorsing the JCPOA without also making 
major changes in American regional policy 
would confirm that perception and further 
drive the region in the direction of radical 
polarization, religious war, and transnational 
conflict.

The strategic impact of the Iran deal
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2015 Shalom Contributors
We wish to thank the following members of our community for their generous support of Shalom:

PATRON $155 AND OVER
 Tali and Don Fox      Dena and Vic Hammel
 Jeff, Lisa, Collin, Ruby and Shirley Nemeroff  Rosalye L. Yashek

SPONSOR $115 - $154
 Irvin and Lois Cohen     Glenn and Gaye Corbin
 Barbara and Bernie Fromm     Susan, Michael, Jake and Casey Fromm
 Hilde Gernsheimer      Richard and Kathleen Roeberg
      Al and Nancy Sack

DONOR $75 - $114
 Lory and Alan Fleischer     Debbie Goodman and John Moyer
 Radene Gordon-Beck     Fran and Larry Gross
 Leon and May Kaplan     Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig
     Robert and Mary Ann Ullman

SUPPORTER $36 - $74
 Ellen and Don Abramson     Jim and Jackye Barrer
 David and Adrienne Bartos     Harriet Baskin
 Anneliese Bateman      David and Barbara Bender
 Shirley Boscov      Scott and Beth Cantor
 Jerome and Rhoda Dersh     Robin and Jess Drezner
 Egolf Family       Marcia and Marc Filstein
 Sandra Fishman      Samuel and Sarah Flamholz
 Andi and Bill Franklin     Claire Fruchter
 Barbara Garcia      Anzie and Edward Golden
 Jane E. Goodman      Jill and Michael Haas
 Victor and Kathy Jacobs     Phyllis Jacoby
 Myron and Karen Kabakoff    Nancy Knoblauch
 Jennifer Koosed      Judith Kraines and Neil Hoffman
 Nan Kurlancheek      Carrie and Stephen Latman
 Roberta Lawit      Benjamin and Michele Leisawitz
 Alan and Lisa Levine     Margaret Levine
 William and Sheila Lidman     Frances Mendelsohn
 Bernard and Toby Mendelsohn    Edith Mendelsohn
 Paul and Solange Mintz     Kathleen Mohn
 Jay H. Moyer       Elizabeth and Richard Nassau
 Esta and Randy Neugroschel and family   Sandee and Neal Nevitt
 Prue Precourt       Judy Sager
 Roger Schein       Michael and Janice Schiffman
 Cindy and Tim Schuchart     Judy and Jim Schwank
 Harvey and Renee Seidel     Irene Sileski
 Fred and Julie Singer     Henry and Helene Singer
 Jill Skaist       Mindy and Richard Small
 Ure Family       Sue and Herb Wachs
 Alan and Susan Weisberg     Marietta Weitz
 Emanuel and Yvonne Wittels    Louise Zeidman
     Missy and Allen Zimmerman

OTHER
 Susan and Richard D’Angelo    Marcia Gross
 Alan and Rochelle Mann     Bettina Najer
 Valerian and Svetlana Popov    Sidney Symons
      Sy Youngerman

Obituaries
R o b e r t  L .  G i l b e r t ,  7 2 ,  o f 

Wyomissing.  He was a member 
o f  Re fo rm Congrega t ion  Oheb 
Sholom and an associate engineer 
for 37 years at Western Electric. 
Rober t  i s  surv ived  by  h is  w i fe 
Margery and his two sons Bart 
Gilbert and his wife, Sharon, of 
New Jersey and Todd Gilbert and 
his wife, Elaine, of Sinking Spring.  
Others survivors include his two 

granddaughters, his two sisters 
and four brothers.

---
Bernard Feldman, 98, of West 

Reading. Bernard was an Army 
veteran of World War II. He worked 
for Dana Corp. for 30 years retiring in 
1979.  Bernard is survived by his wife 
Hilda and his children: daughters 
Sharon Feldman and Barbara Creal 
and her husband Mark of Exeter 
Township, and his son Joel Feldman 
and his wife Sandy.

Jewish News Service
Walking through Lviv, a Ukrainian 

city near the Polish border whose 
Jewish population is a small fraction of 
what it once was, it’s not uncommon to 
spot faded Hebrew letters on shops. 
Scattered through town are plaques 
commemorating vanished sites of Jewish 
heritage. Graffiti swastikas here and 
there tell of an age-old hatred etched into 
cultural memory.

But perhaps the most emblematic 
symbol of the city’s Jewish past is the 
Golden Rose synagogue. In 1941, during 
the systematic destruction of Lviv’s Jewish 
population by the occupying Nazi army, it 
somehow escaped total obliteration. Now, 
the ruins sit in a rapidly gentrifying portion 
of the downtown area. A flagstone prayer 
hall once covered by a vaulted dome is 
now open to the elements and choked 
with weeds; only the facility’s western 
wall stands.

Nearly 80 years after the 16th-
century synagogue was left in ruins, 
a battle over its masonry remains is 
being fought in the Ukrainian courts 
and within the local Jewish community. 
In July, the city announced it would be 
moving forward with a project dubbed 
the “Space of Synagogues,” aimed at 
“raising awareness about the tragedy of 
the Holocaust, visualizing the common 
past, and creating new memorial and 
educational spaces in the city.”

But the fanfare has so far failed to 
drown out the vehement protest and legal 
opposition of one local Jewish activist, 
who has almost singlehandedly managed 
to block the project for years.

Standing more than 6 feet tall in 
Hasidic garb and sporting a long white 
beard, Meylakh Sheykhet appears to 
be a character taken straight out of 
the region’s past. His official title is the 
Ukraine director for the Washington-
based Union of Councils for Jews in 
the Former Soviet Union, which seeks 
to protect human rights in Eastern bloc 
countries.

For Sheykhet, through its destruction 
by the Nazis and many years of stagnancy 
under the totalitarian Soviet regime and 
an independent Ukraine, the synagogue 
site remained — and will always remain 
— a place of worship.

Sheykhet claims to safeguard a 
spiritual connection between world Jewry 
and its past in the region where Hasidism 
was born and a rich Ashkenazi culture 
took seed. But his critics contend that he 
operates according to his own agenda, 
without any attempts to build consensus.

The ongoing project, in Sheykhet’s 
estimation, is an attempt to commercialize 
Lviv’s Jewish heritage. According to 
Sheykhet, who leads a minyan in a rented 
hall across from the ruins, anything less 
than a full restoration of the Golden Rose 
to its former glory would be a reaffirmation 
of the Nazi destruction of the city’s Jewish 
community.

“We don’t want to show that we were, 
we want to show that we are, despite 
everything that happened in the bloody 
20th century,” he said.

This position has brought Sheykhet 
into conflict with members of the Lviv 
Jewish community who contend that 
the synagogue’s advanced state of 
dilapidation belies Sheykhet’s dream of 
a full, historically accurate restoration.

“There are those who say, ‘Let’s build 
another synagogue,’” Boris Dorfman, 92, 
one of the city’s oldest Jewish residents, 
recently told Ukrainian news website 
Zaxid.net. “But we live in different times.”

The renovation effort dates back to a 
conference on Jewish history in Eastern 
Europe eight years ago, where historians 
and museum directors noted that the 
heritage of a once-vibrant community 
is largely invisible to passers-by. That 

spurred the Center for Urban History to 
partner with the city to initiate an effort in 
2010 to memorialize Lviv’s Jewish sites. 

Despite Sheykhet’s success in 
slowing the project, it is moving forward. 

“Really, I think that this project…would 
be good opportunity for our community to 
have a very nice Jewish quarter, because 
at the moment we have a destroyed 
Jewish quarter,” said Alona Adronitay, 
director of the local chapter of Hillel 
International.

Synagogue ruins at issue in Ukraine
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By Vicky Sokoloff
We have had a year of unusual and 

sometimes extreme weather. But in spite 
of it all it was a great year for gardens. In 
spring our columbines were the biggest 
they’ve ever been. Daylilies bloomed 
earlier than usual and seemed to last 
longer. We had a lot of asparagus, a 
typical crop of strawberries, and three 
times the usual yield of garlic

The purple beans were going great 
until a couple of young rabbits found 
their way through the garden fence. 
But they recovered 
and did well .  I t 
was a banner year 
for tomatoes and 
eggplant. We’ve 
h a d  e n o u g h 
zucchini, but not 
the usual overload. 
Black-eyed susans 
are everywhere. 
The lavender and 
Russian sage are 
beautiful. Greek 
oregano and thyme have 
been dried for the winter. 
Parsley and dill have 
been frozen. Tomato 
sauce is frozen. It’s too 
early to know how the 
fall crops will do after the 
dry spell in late July/early 
August. 

So what does all of 
this tell us about weather 
and the garden? I have 
no clue. If there is a 
message, it’s ‘you never 
really know, so hope for the best and 
work accordingly.’ The main thing we did 
differently this year in the veggie garden 
was the addition lots of eggshells. We 
always add some fresh compost and 
avoid chemicals. Lavender is drying with 
the intention of making lavender oil. We 
grow bamboo and use it to stake the 
tomatoes, beans, and peas.

Fall is the ideal time for some 
important garden tasks. Clean up any 
dead or diseased plants. Bag them for 
the trash; do not compost anything that 
could be harboring insects or disease. 
Late September to early October is a 
good time to plant trees and shrubs. They 
have time to settle into their new location 
before the ground freezes. Be sure to 
water well until they become established 
and mulch to maintain moisture lever and 
keep a more even ground temperature.

Fall is also the right time to divide 
perennials. If they become too overgrown 
they will produce little or no bloom. Move 
your divisions to other areas of the 

garden or share them with friends and 
family.

If you are going to fertilize your lawn 
only once a year, the week before or after 
Thanksgiving is the best time. The final 
mowing of the season should be slightly 
lower than your normal height in order to 
inhibit winter burn and minimize hiding 
places for small rodents and insects.

We recently had some trees taken 
down that were extending out of the wood 
and into the yard. A few of the fallen logs 
were used to make rustic plant stands, 
which suit the natural look of our garden. 
Your imagination is the only limit to how 
you can reuse, repurpose and recycle 
what your property provides.

Gardening with Vicky

A great year for gardens

Mazel Tov to George and Sue 
V i e n e r  o n  t h e i r  5 0 t h  w e d d i n g 
anniversary.

***
Tara Werner , 

g r a n d d a u g h t e r 
o f  S y l v i a 
W e n g e r ,  w a s 
w e d  i n  M a y  i n 
Ja f fa ,  I s rae l  to 
Tal Singer of Tel 
Aviv. The couple 
w i l l  r e s i d e  i n 
Phi ladelphia.

***
Mazel Tov on the birth of Riley 

Paige to parents Alexandra and 
Brian Fischenich and grandparents 
Pamela Murphy and Mark Wagner.

***
Mazel Tov to parents Corinne and 

Andy Wernick  and grandparents 
Esther and Sid Bratt on the marriage 
of Brian Wernick to Joy Rothman.

***
Mazel  Tov to  Cindy and Tim 

Schuchart  on the b i r th  o f  the i r 
grandson Will. Proud parents are 
Becca and Brian Schuchart.

We love good news about members 
of our community! Please share it by 

emailing Marknem@aol.com.

Until next time: Shalom!
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Community News

Lucy  Suzanne  Knoblauch 
Zeidman, 96, Wyomissing.

Surviving are a son, Bruce F., 
husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman, of 
Shillington; a brother, Harry Knoblauch, 
husband of Edith Knoblauch, of Reading; 
a sister, Ruth Balis of Wyomissing; and 
several nieces and nephews.

---
Irene S. Zeidman, 62, Wyomissing.  

She is survived by her brother Bruce 
F., husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman 
of Shillington.

 ---
Robert Berger, 54, Reading.
He was the former spouse of Lea 

Berger, Reading. He is survived by 
two daughters, Molly R. Berger, State 
College, and Bethany S. Berger, 
Reading; and one brother, Dr. Barry M. 
Berger, husband of Kathleen A. Vieweg, 
Boston, Mass.

---
 David Moyer, 85, Reading.
 He is survived by his wife, Marjorie 

L. (Sulman) Moyer.  He is also survived 
by his daughters, Aileen D., widow 
of Neal H. Endy, of Pennside, and E. 
Roxanne, wife of Les Walker, of Batavia 
Ohio; sons, Stan B. , husband of Kristine 
K. Moyer, of Sinking Spring and Jay 
H., husband of Margaret R. Moyer, of 
Muhlenberg Township.  Other survivors 
are grandchildren: Brett A. Endy, Chad 
M. Endy and Elizabeth K. Moyer; and 
great-grandchildren, Carson N., Logan 
C., Ardyn N. and Ava L. Endy

---
Shirley Robinson of B’nai B’rith 

Apartments. Survived by her Friendship 
Circle friends.

 ---
 Louis Malamud, 95, formerly 

of Temple.  He is survived by a son, 
Mitchel, husband of Laura Malamud, 
of Las Vegas; grandchildren Barry 
husband of Johna Malamud, Deborah 
Babbit-Malamud and Sheri Malamud; 
and great-grandchildren: Jessy Babbit, 
Carly Malmud and Ian Malamud.

Obituaries

By Joan G. Friedman
Congratulations to Korey Blanck  

and to Edith Blanck on the birth of 
their new granddaughter  and great-
granddaughter!

 ***
Mazel Tov to the Bluestone Family: 

To David and Marianna on their new 
daughter and to grandparents Eric and 
Marissa.

  ***
Congratulations to Charles and 

Brenda Diamond on the engagement 
of their son Brett and to grandfather Al 
Diamond.

***
Mazel Tov to Rosalind Hyman and 

her daughter, Attorney.Cathy Hyman 

Badal, who has received the honor of 
being chosen as the Child Advocate of 
the Year for the State of Pennsylvania.

***
Best wishes to our Berks County 

athletes competing in the 2010 Maccabi 
Games:

Emily & Jared Baksic, swimming
Andrew Blickle, basketball
Matthew Eisenberg, swimming
Hannah and Alexis Glassmire, 

swimming
Brandon Missan, soccer

Until next time: Shalom!
[Email all your simcha news to joan@

friedman.net]

All Around the Town_________

 I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea!
We hear this again and again from residents of The Highlands.

• People are so friendly.
• There’s so much for me to do.
• I love the independence and

privacy at The Highlands.
• I don’t worry about my future.
• Dining is like a fine restaurant.
• My kids are so glad I’m here.
• I feel like I’m at a resort.
• This was a smart and valuable

financial decision.
• They do things first class.
• I wish I’d moved here sooner.
• I love it here!

Come tour The Highlands.
Find out first hand why it is the best place for

retirement living.

EQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T Y

If you’re exploring options and choices
for your retirement years, be sure to call
us for a tour.  You too can be a part of
this wonderful lifestyle.  We have every-
thing from a studio apartment to gracious
cottages.  We would love to meet you
and answer your questions.

Call for lunch and a tour today.
�10-775-2300

www.thehighlands.org

Shalom Newspaper (Joan Friedman)
5” (2 col.) x 7”

Questions?
Contact Jodi Gibble, Marketing Director

The Highlands at Wyomissing
2000 Cambridge Ave., Wyomissing, PA 19�10

�10-288-3405

You’ve worked hard to accumulate your wealth. 

Trust it to someone who will work even harder to 

grow your assets and provide you with peace of mind 

as you plan for the future. From financial planning and 

investment management to custom credit solutions, 

deposit products and more. Clermont Wealth Strategies 

– personal, focused and highly confidential.

Financial Planning

Custom Credit Solutions

Wealth Preservation & Transfer Services

Comprehensive Investment Management

Bank Deposit & Convenience Products 

Retirement Planning

CLERMONT WEALTH STRATEGIES
A T

1.866.332.8393
clermontwealth.com

Securities and Insurance Products:
Not FDIC-Insured • Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency
No Financial Institution Guarantee • May lose value • Not a deposit

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Images from
Yemin Orde

Area resident and recent college 
graduate Jessica Flamholz sent us 
these pictures from her recent visit 
to Yemin Orde, an Israeli village 
for children and youth supported 

by our Federation. 

KEEP UP WITH THE COMMUNITY
Visit www.readingjewishcommunity.org

Naked lady lily

Japanese morning glory

Log plant stand

George and Sue Viener

Tara Werner

Coreopsis’ Cruizin’ Sunset 
Strip’ 

Gladiola
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Based on information from reliable 
sources, the Secure Community Network 
(SCN) is cautioning American Jewish 
communities that Hamza Bin Laden, son 
of Osama bin Laden, recently called for 
the targeting of Jewish American interests 
globally. Hamza also reportedly called for 
attacks on Washington, London, Paris 
and Tel Aviv.. According to intelligence 
analysts, Hamza has been positioning 
himself to be a future leader of al-Qaeda, 
particularly as al-Qaeda has been 

“competing” with ISIS (also known as 
ISIL) on the global stage.

While there is no information at this 
time to suggest a credible or imminent 
threat as it relates to this call for attacks, 
terrorist leaders and organizations have 
stepped up their calls for lone wolf attacks 
across the globe.

The call for widespread lone wolf 
attacks follows a similar modus operandi 
recently employed by ISIS, urging 
followers and supporters to conduct small-

scale attacks in their native countries, 
attacks that are often conducted with little 
notice or warning, making them difficult 
to thwart or disrupt. Recent attacks such 
as these include Garland, Texas; and 
Chattanooga, Tenn.

In light of recent incidents and in 
advance of the High Holy Days, SCN 
encourages our member organizations 
to continue to remain vigilant, increase 
situational awareness and ensure close 
coordination and planning with local law 
enforcement in the weeks before and 
through the high holy days. At this time, 
SCN further recommends that Jewish 
institutions and communities continue 
to attend and plan for special events, 
celebrations, and High Holy Day services.

SCN is in touch with our federal law 

enforcement and homeland security 
partners who are aware of this information 
and will continue to monitor and provide 
updates as warranted.

For additional information concerning 
this communication please contact SCN 
at scandesk@scnus.org. For additional 
resources concerning communal safety and 
security, please visit the Secure Community 
Network website at www.scnus.org.

Remember, “If You See Something, 
Say Something.” Report suspicious 
activity to local law enforcement.

 Secure Community Network (SCN) is 
the national nonprofit homeland security 
initiative of The Jewish Federations of 
North America and the Conference of 
Presidents of Major American Jewish 
Organizations.

A new Brandeis study about anti-
Semitism at North American universities 
found that most Jewish undergraduates 
have encountered anti-Israel and/or anti-
Semitic attitudes on campus. 

According to this study, a few schools, 
among them Canadian universities and 
schools in the California state system, 
have particularly high levels of hostility 
toward Jews or Israel. The Jewish 
Telegraphic Agency reported that their 
online survey of more than 3,000 North 
American college students found that 
one-third of respondents reported having 
been verbally harassed during the past 
year because they were Jewish. Nearly 
three-quarters said they had been 
exposed to anti-Semitic statements. 
Also, this year, the Louis D. Brandeis 
Center and Trinity College issued a 
report demonstrating that 54 percent of 
Jewish college students experienced or 
witnessed anti-Semitism during the 2013-
14 academic year.

A coalition of Jewish organizations 
has asked the University of California to 
update its definition of anti-Semitism to 

include the delegitimization of Israel, “as 
a first step in addressing the alarming rise 
in anti-Semitic activity on UC campuses. 
“As you know, campus debate on Israel is 
increasingly slipping into anti-Semitism,” 
the coalition wrote in its letter.

More than 30 organ izat ions, 
including Jewish fraternity AEPI, the 
Simon Wiesenthal Center and the 
Zionist Organization of America wrote 
to the University of California requesting 
adoption of the State Department’s 
definition of anti-Semitism. The groups 
asserted, “The State Department 
definition of anti-Semitism addresses 
the unique nature of contemporary Jew-
hatred by recognizing that language 
or behavior which demonizes and 
delegitimizes the Jewish state or denies 
its right to exist may cross the line into 
anti-Semitism. Such a definition is 
essential for adequately understanding 
and identi fy ing ant i-Semit ism as 
experienced by Jewish students today.”  

In 2010 the State Department based 
its definition  on Jewish Agency chairman 
Natan Sharansky’s ”three Ds” benchmark 

for assessing potentially anti-Semitic 
criticism of Israel, stating that efforts 
to demonize, delegitimize and apply 
double standards to Israel qualified as 
anti-Semitism. University of California 
president and former U.S. Homeland 
Security director Janet Napolitano has 
already come out in favor of the proposed 
definition.

• Demonization is using symbols 
and imagery of associated with classic 
anti-Semitism to characterize Israel or 
Israelis.

•  Delegitimization is the refusal to 
accept Jewish rights to an independent 
state. 

• An example of double standards 
is when criticism of Israel is applied 
selectively, such as when Israel is 
singled out by the United Nations for 
human rights abuses while the behavior 
of known and major abusers, such as 
China, Iran, Cuba, and Syria, is ignored; 
or when Israel’s Magen David Adom, 
alone among the world’s ambulance 
services, is denied admission to the 
International Red Cross.

Kenneth L. Marcus, president 
of the Louis D. Brandeis Center for 
Human Rights Under Law, argues: 
“Freedom flourishes best when rules are 
clearly articulated and terms are well-
understood. Universities have many tools 
to ensure that their campuses remain 
safe and inclusive, while respecting 
everyone’s civil liberties.”

Tammi Rossman-Benjamin, the 
director of the AMCHA initiative said, 
“What we’re trying to do is protect Jewish 
students and ensure they have protection 
from the kind of anti-Israeli  and blatant 
anti-Semitism.

If you or your children  experience or 
witness anti-Israel and/or anti-Semitic 
behavior, please contact the Jewish 
Federation of Reading at 610- 921-0624 
or williamf@jfreading.org.

 For more information on the AMCHA 
initiative, a nonprofit organization 
dedicated to investigating, documenting, 
educating about, and combating anti-
Semitism at institutions of higher 
education in America. Its website can 
be found at www.amchainitiative.org. 

Jewish students facing hostility on college campuses

Hamza bin Laden calls for targeting of  Jewish-American interests

Our residents agree. That’s why we’re proud to announce that 
The Highlands has started an exciting new partnership with 
Alvernia that allows our residents to attend free Seniors College 
courses at the University. And for those who don’t want to travel, 
select courses are offered on The Highlands’ campus!

A member of Reading Health System

“Commit Yourself to Lifelong 
Learning. The Most Valuable 
Asset You’ll Ever Have is Your 
Mind and What You Put Into It.” 

– Brian Tracy

610-775-2300 • www.thehighlands.org
2000 Cambridge Ave • Wyomissing, PA

Call today to learn more!

Lifelong Learning . . . 
It’s just one more way The Highlands is redefining retirement living! 

Jewish News Service
“Both Jews and Muslims have a lot 

in common. What are we fighting over? 
Jews and Muslims don’t eat pork, we don’t 
celebrate Christmas, we both use ‘ch’ in 
our pronunciation, and we are both hairy 
creatures of God,” says comedian Ahmed 
Ahmed. “The only real difference between 
Jews and Muslims is that Jews never like 
to spend any money and Muslims never 
have any money to spend.”

So goes one of the dozens of jokes 
featured in the “Laugh in Peace” comedy 
routine of Ahmed and Rabbi Bob Alper. 
It’s one Arab, one Jew, one stage. The 
unlikely duo’s show toured Israel and 
the Palestinian territories this summer. 
Together, Ahmed and Alper have 
performed more than 150 times during 
the last 14 years — throughout the U.S., 
Canada, and England — at synagogues, 
churches, mosques, theaters, and 
college campuses.

Their story began as a gimmick 
by a savvy publicist, says Alper, a 
Reform rabbi who spent more than 
a decade at pulpits in New York and 
Philadelphia. Alper admits he was 
at first resistant to the idea of the 
combined show. 

Ahmed was skeptical, too.
“I got this call, ‘My name is Bob Alper 

and I am a Reform rabbi.’ … He says, 
‘I have an idea. I thought it would be 
great to do a show together.’ … Well, I 
said, ‘That sounds good, where do you 
perform?’ He says, ‘Well, I perform in 
synagogues.’ … I thought someone was 
playing a joke on me,” Ahmed laughs.

But the timing was right. In 2001, at 
the height of the terrorism of the second 
Palestinian intifada (uprising) in Israel, 
people were primed for comic relief. 
Alper says when people are tense or sad, 
“comedy is even more important.”

Over time, the two have been more 
than just a successful and sought-after 

show. They’ve become good friends. The 
women in Alper’s small Vermont town 
fell in love with Ahmed through his visits 
and regularly inquire about his wellbeing. 
Alper has eaten in Ahmed’s parents’ 
California home.

“Ahmed’s dad asked about my family,” 
Alper recalls. “When I told him my wife 
would be having shoulder surgery the 
following month, he looked gravely at 
me and ordered, ‘You must stop twisting 
her arm.’”

They also believe they’ve played a 
role in breaking down barriers between 
Muslims and Jews. On college campuses, 
where Jewish-Muslim tension and anti-
Semitism run rampant over the issue 
of Israel, Ahmed and Alper perform for 
mixed audiences. Jewish males wearing 
yarmulkes and females in hijabs sit side-
by-side, smiling and laughing.

“When people laugh together, it is 
hard to hate each other,” says Alper,

They keep their shows apolitical, 
though they do touch on their personal 
religious experiences in the 90-minute 
performances.

Alper got into comedy in 1986 
when he entered the “Funniest Jew 
in Philadelphia” contest. He says his 
comedy remains “appropriate for being 
a rabbi. In other words, it’s clean.”

Ahmed, who was born in Egypt and 
raised in Riverside, Calif., became 
an actor before entering the world of 
comedy  

Occasionally, Rev. Susan Sparks, 
senior pastor of the Madison Avenue 
Baptist Church in New York City, joins 
Alper and Ahmed for a show to make 
for a Jewish-Muslim-Christian comedic 
triumvirate.

“I’m a true believer that laughter 
heals, and that comedy can bridge the 
gap between communities across the 
world,” says Ahmed. “We just lead by 
example.”

Seeking peace through laughter



September 2015 SHALOM Page 15

Susan, Michael, Jake & Casey 
Fromm

Cynthia & George Balchunas
and Family

Shirley K. Boscov

Glenn & Gaye Corbin

Ethel Engel

Marc & Marcy Filstein

Cheryl & Eric Farber

Jerry Marcus

Samuel & Sarah Flamholz 
and Family

Andi & Bill Franklin

Jane E. Goodman

Dena & Vic Hammel

Susan & Richard 
D’Angelo

Marcia & George 
Eligman

Fran & Larry Gross

Sheila & Gary Lattin 
and Family

Edith Mendelsohn

Pomerantz Family

Jackye & Jim Barrer

Harriet Baskin

Anneliese Bateman

Scott, Beth, Ben & 
Becca Cantor

Robin & Jess 
Drezner

Egolf Family

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.
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Don & Tali Fox and Family

Barbara & Bernie Fromm

Radene Gordon-Beck

Victor & Kathy Jacobs

May & Leon Kaplan

Nancy Knoblauch & Family

Benjamin, Michelle, Leah 
& Adam Leisawitz

Kathleen Mohn

Richard & Elizabeth
Nassau

Jeff, Lisa, Collin, Ruby & 
Shirley Nemeroff

Bruce, Janine, Aaron, 
JoJo & Lena Ure

Marlene & George Weiss

Lynn Salpeter

Judy & Jim Schwank

Harvey & Roberta 
Goldstein

Debbie Goodman & 
John Moyer

Haas Family

Phyllis Jacoby

Myron & Karen
Kabakoff

Judy Katz

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel and 
the entire world.

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
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Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
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Peaceful New Year

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

New Year blessings to all.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

Fred & EileenKnoblauch-
Wagner

and Preston Knoblauch

Naomi & Alex Knoll

Eileen Kope

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

Alan & Rochelle Mann

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.
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Judith Kraines & Neil Hoffman

The Levine Family - Emily, Gabrielle, 
Lisa and Alan

Best wishes to the entire community 
from Rabbi Yosef and Chana Lipsker 

and Chabad Lubavitch
of Berks County

Sandee & Neal Nevitt
and Family

Kathleen & Richard Roeberg

Barb & Seth Rosenzweig

Andy & Corinne Wernick

Sy Youngerman

Missy & Alan Zimmerman

Rosalye L. Yashek

Esta & Randy Neugroschel 
and Family

Prue Precourt

Cindy & Tim Schuchart

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel and 
the entire world.

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel 
and the entire world.

May this be a year of 
peace, progress and 
prosperity for our 
community, Israel
and the entire world.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

Fred & Julie Singer

Jodi, Adam, Matthew 
& David Spiegel

Rita & Norman
Wilikofsky\

Manny & Yvonne
Wittels

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

Ellen & Don 
Abramson and Family

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.

Bill Sedlis

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Carolyn Vella & John McGonagle

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Meir & Haia Mazuz

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

Betsy & Al Katz
and Family

May you have a
sweet & prosperous
New Year.
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Marietta Weitz

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year

The board and staff of 
the Jewish Federation of 
Reading wish everyone 
a healthy, happy and 

peaceful New Year for 5776

Sue & Herb Wachs

Philip Mackowiak, M.D., M.B.A.
Emeritus Professor of Medicine and the Carolyn 
Frenkil and Selvin Passen History of Medicine 
ScholarinResidence at the University of Maryland 
School of Medicine. He is a Master of the American 
College of Physicians (ACP) and a former governor 
of the Maryland chapter of the ACP. He has 
received numerous faculty and teaching awards, 
including the Theodore E. Woodward, M.D. Award 
for Teaching Excellence in 2009 presented by the 

Maryland chapter of the ACP.

For almost two decades, Dr. Mackowiak has hosted an internationally 
acclaimed series of Historical Clinicopathological Conferences in 
Baltimore. These have given rise to over twenty peer reviewed articles, 
as well as the book Post Mortem: Solving History’s Great Medical 
Mysteries. These works earned Dr. Mackowiak the American College 
of Physicians’ 2010 Nicholas E. Davies Memorial Scholar Award for 
Scholarly Activities in the Humanities and History of Medicine and 
have established him as one of today’s most accomplished medical 
historians. In 2013, Oxford University Press published a sequel to Post 
Mortem, entitled Diagnosing Giants: Solving the Medical Mysteries of 
Thirteen Patients Who Changed the World.

Maimonides Society
Strengthens relationships among physicians and medical professionals 
through leadership, tikkun olam – healing the world, and professional 
development opportuni-ties. The Maimonides Society’s social, 
educational and philanthropic programming integrates medical and 
Jewish concerns to demonstrate the unique contributions health 
professions are making to improve life for our community. Fostering a 
sense of common purpose and commitment, the Society helps advance 
Jewish Federation of Reading’s mission of serving Jewish communities 
locally, in Israel and around the world. Participation is open to all health 
care professionals at the doctorate level. 

The Reading Hospital designates this continuing 
medical education activity for a maximum of 1.00 
AMA PRA Category 1 Credits™  

Maimonides Society of the 
Jewish Federation of Reading

Invites you to a special presentation by 

Dr. Philip Mackowiak 
Mozart’s Fatal Edema

Featuring: Wilson High School String Quartet

Thursday, October 1, 2015  
5:30 p.m. Registration  

6:15 p.m. Program & Dinner

Berkshire Country Club 
1637 Bernville Road, Reading 

(kosher meal available upon request)

Cost $55.00 per person 
Spouses and guests are welcome to attend

Kindly RSVP by September 18

Attendance at this special event is open to the community 
regardless of Maimonides Society membership.  

There will be no solicitation of funds. 

 
www.barrerandwhite.com 

610‐376‐3956 
311 Penn Ave  West Reading 

Save the date!
Oct. 17 & 18

Genesius No Thrills Theatre
presents a dramatic reading

of “The Diary of Anne Frank”
at the JCC

Watch for more details

Best wishes for a 
Happy, Healthy & 
Peaceful New Year
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By Sari Incledon, M.Ed.
National Book 

A w a r d  w i n n e r 
Jonathan Kozol 
is best known for 
h is  50 years of 
work among our 
nation’s poorest 
and  vu lne rab le 
c h i l d r e n .   H e 
s p e n t  m a n y 
yea rs  t each ing 
in impoverished 
B o s t o n 
ne ighborhoods and has wr i t ten 
numerous books about this experience.

At age 79 he is sti l l  an active 
education advocate, condemning 
inequalities in education and school 
segregation in almost every major city 
of the nation.

Kozol’s latest book “The Theft of 
Memory – Losing My Father, One Day 
at a Time” is the most personal book 
of his career. He tells the story of his 
father’s life and work as a nationally 
noted specialist in disorders of the 
brain and his astonishing ability, at 
the onset of Alzheimer’s disease, to 
explain the causes of his sickness 
and then to describe what he was 
going through until the final stages of 
dementia.

Dr. Harry Kozol was a prominent 
Boston neurologist/psychiatrist, who 
later in his career was cal led to 
evaluate criminal defendants Patricia 

Hearst and the Boston Strangler, 
Albert DiSalvo.  The playwright Eugene 
O’Neil l  moved to Boston, across 
the street from Kozol’s office so he 
could talk with Dr. Kozol almost every 
day.  Dr. Kozol was diagnosed with 
Alzheimer’s disease at age 88 and died 
at 102, nearly 15 years later.

The first of 76 million baby boomers 
have already turned 65, and the number 
of people afflicted with Alzheimer’s is 
expected to soar. There is no cure for 
this disease that erases memories 
and burdens loved ones. But Jonathan 
Kozol writes movingly of the time he 
spent with his father, and the bond that 
intensifies even as Harry’s verbal skills 
progressively deteriorated. His book 
is a tender tribute to a father from his 
son and a portrait of a devoted doctor.

This is also a family caregiving 
story. With so many of the World 
War II generation l iving well into 
their 80s and 90s, the baby boomers 
could also be called the caregiving 
generation.  Even the Kozol’s family’s 
wealth and connections to the Boston 
medical community, which allowed 
them to afford a tag team of aides and 
personal assistants, did not shield the 
family from the frustrations of dealing 
with sometimes callous treatment by 
geriatric institutions.  This moving and 
heartbreaking book celebrates the 
bond between a father and a son as it 
shows the emotional toll families face 
when a loved one has Alzheimer’s.

At  Jewish Fami ly  Serv ice we 
provide support and referrals for 
families seeking assistance caring for 
their loved ones.  For more information 

call or email Sari Incledon (Sarii@
jfreading.org) or Carole Robinson 
(CaroleR@jfreading.org) at 610-921-
0624.

Jewish Family Service Food Pantry Collection

We are serving more families 
each month! Please bring 

donations of canned tuna, soup, 
fruits and vegetables to 
Kesher Zion or the JCC.

Thank you!

We also need plastic and paper grocery bags!

Book illustrates serious challenges
faced by Alzheimer’s caregivers

Jewish Family Service
Page � Shalom May 2010

By Sari Incledon, M. Ed.
Thank you to Dave 

Walker for participating 
in our car donation 
program.  The proceeds 
from his auctioned car 
will help support our 
programs.  If you would 
like to learn more about 
this easy way to help 

JFS (and get a tax donation at the same 
time) call me at 610-921-0624 or go to 
www.charitableautoresources.com.

Each month our food bank serves more 
and more people.  (In March we served 
182 people in 62 households).  We could 
not provide this important service without 
dedicated volunteers.  Thank you to long-
time volunteers Karen Sherman and Norman 
Wilikofsky and to our new volunteers Jan 

Simon and VeeVee Scott.  We could not run 
the food bank without them.

On April 2 JFS sponsored a Seder at 
the Manor at Market Square. The Manor’s 
residents were joined by residents of 
Providence House and Friendship Circle 
seniors. Boscov’s provided a delicious meal, 
enjoyed by all.  A big thank you to baker 
extraordinaire Sheila Bornstein for furnishing 
participants with a vast array of gourmet 

Pesadich desserts. Thanks to Jeff Bornstein 
and Corinne Wernick for their assistance in 
serving the meal.  Generous contributions 
made in memory of Natalie Adelglass by 
family and friends underwrote the Seder.

Finally, thanks to the bakers of the 
Kesher Zion religious school and Temple 
Oheb Sholom’s sisterhood for providing us 
with hamentashen that were distributed to 
seniors in long term care residences.

Jewish Family Service

Living with Loss
Mondays, May 10 and 24, 3:00- 4:30 p.m.

For more information call Sari at 610-921-0624

Car donation helps sustain JFS programs
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Did you know the Hampton Inn Wyomissing is newly 
renovated? It’s true, when your family comes to town, 
why crowd your home? We have a heated indoor pool, 

complimentary hot breakfast, and a good night’s sleep on our 
famous Cloud 9 bed. Did you also know that we wash our 
comforters and pillows with every stay? Wouldn’t you want 

your loved ones here with us instead of worrying where you’ll 
find room? With the Hampton’s 100% guarantee

you can’t go wrong.
Hampton Inn Wyomissing

1800 Papermill Road, Wyomissing, PA 19560
610-374-8100

Meals • Housekeeping • Activities • Transportation 
 All-Inclusive Monthly Rent • No Buy-ins

803 Penn Street • Reading, PA 19601 
 www.manoratmarketsquare.com • 610-373-0800

Some patients require additional  
care after their hospital discharge. 

Planning ahead will make  
things easier for you after you leave. 
Learn about the services available 

for you or a loved one!

Please RSVP by calling 610-373-0800.

INDEPENDENT AND ASSISTED LIVING

What happens after  
a hospital stay?

Thursday, May 20 • 11:30 am
at Manor at Market Square

Join us for this informative seminar presented by

FREE parking in  
the Berks Encore  

parking lot  
located at 9th  

and Court Street.

Found in the heart of  
downtown Reading,  

just steps from the new DoubleTree Hotel on  
Penn Street, you’ll be surprised to find this gem offers 

Affordable, All-inclusive Senior Living with No Buy-in Fees
Daily Activities with Opportunities to Socialize and Make New Friends 

Beautiful Community with Elegant Surroundings
Compassionate Staff available 24 hours a day

Delicious and Healthy Meals 

803 Penn Street, Reading, PA 19601 • www.manoratms.com • 610-616-5112

Call 610-616-5112 today to schedule a tour.

See why so many seniors are choosing  
Manor at Market Square as their new home!

TT

 

Pediatric and Adult Patients 
Treating Ear, Nose, Throat Problems  

Thyroid Nodules, Neck Masses & Sinusitis

Physicians: 
James P. Restrepo, M.D., FACS, ECNU 

Charles K. Lutz, M.D., FACS 
Jeffrey S. Driben, M.D., FACS, ECNU

Scott J. Cronin, M.D.

Nurse Practitioner: 
Rosemarie Montgomery

MS, CRNP, FNP-C

ENT Head & Neck Specialists, PC  
985 Berkshire Blvd., Wyomissing  
610-374-5599 • www.ent-hns.net

Providing diagnostic and rehabilitative services for all types of hearing  
loss, for any age group. Hearing and Balance Disorders State of the Art  

Hearing Aid Fittings In House Hearing Aid Repairs

Audiologists: 
 

Kathleen D. Vivaldi, AuD, FAAA 
Melanie A. Appler, AuD, FAAA

Matthew R. Bonsall, AuD, FAAA

Page � Shalom March 2010

By Sari Incledon, M. Ed.
We invite the entire 

community to attend a 
program Jewish Family 
Service is sponsoring: 
“What Every Family 
Needs to Know about 
A lcoho l  and Drug 
Abuse & Addiction: An 
Interactive Dialogue 
with David Rotenberg.”  
This program will be held Wednesday, 
April 28 at 7 p.m. at the JCC.

David is the executive director of 
Adolescent Youth Services at Caron 
Foundation, however his presentation 

will not be limited to issues dealing with 
adolescents.  Drug and alcohol abuse is 
a problem for all age groups, and we all 
need to know more about it.

In a recent article, “Overcoming 
Denial” (Na’amat Woman Winter 2009/10) 
Barbara Trainin Blank wrote: “Alcohol and 
chemical dependency don’t discriminate, 
affecting Jews and non-Jews alike, and 
women as much as men. Addiction 
and alcoholism can be found in every 
socioeconomic and religious segment of 
the Jewish community”.

An ar t ic le  on the JACS Web 
site (Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically 
Dependent Persons and Significant 

Others) provided the following statistics.  
According to Dr. Jay Holder, Medical 
Director and founder of the Exodus 
Treatment Center in Miami, chemical 
dependency is the number one secret 
in the Jewish community. Reportedly, 
up to 50 percent of patient populations 
in some residential treatment centers 
are Jews – as are 20 percent of those 
calling national drug hot lines (yet Jews 
comprise less than 3 percent of the U.S. 
population).  Chemical dependency is the 
third leading killer in the U.S.  It is also an 
unreported and/or unknown contributor 
to deaths caused by car accidents, heart 
attacks, suicides and strokes.

For  every  person who has a 
substance abuse problem, several 
others are affected.  Those affected 
may be spouses, parents, children, 
siblings, grandparents – all are hurt 
in different ways. What can we as a 
communal organization do to address 
the problem? Awareness is an important 
first step and we invite everyone in the 
community to share questions and 
concerns at our above mentioned 
program on April 28.

Our  program is  f ree ,  though 
reservations are requested. For more 
information, call Sari at 610-921-
0624.

Jewish Family Service

Enjoy Tax Benefits While Contributing to

Jewish Family Service Vehicle Donation Program

Call Sari at

610-921-0624 

or email
                               jfrsarii@comcast.net

Living with Loss
formerly Bereavement Group

Mondays, March � and 22, 3:00- 4:30 p.m.
For more information call Sari at 610-921-0624

Discussion of  addiction important to all
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Products that
make sense,
service that

makes friends.

Now open in Exeter.

Banking the Way
It Should Be.
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BERKS ENCORE RECEIVES AWARDS

Congratulations to Berks Encore employees Carolyn Krebs 
and Martha Sitler for receiving one of the Social Security 

Administrations highest awards for their providing the public with 
information covering Social Security issues.  

Berks Encore enables older adults to achieve a better quality of 
life by providing a comprehensive program of services, referrals, 
education and advocacy.  For more information call Berks Encore 

at 610-374-3195 or visit them at www.Berksencorepa.org

BERKS ENCORE PROVIDES FREE TAX PREPARATION 
FROM TRAINED VOLUNTEERS

Was your household income less than $50,000 in 2009?  
Household income may be higher in some cases,

but call 610-374-3195 for more details.
Call today to schedule an appointment from now until April 15.

Berks Encore, 40 N. Ninth St., 610-374-3195

Jewish Family Service thanks
Dr. Jeffrey Blank D.D.S.

for providing professional services to our client.

Volunteer Opportunities Available – 
Jewish Family Service seeks volunteers to help our seniors

with grocery shopping and other errands.
If you have some time, call Sari or Carole at 610-921-0624.

Call Sari at 610-921-0624, 
e-mail sari@jfreading.org 

or go to
www.charitableautoresources.com

Living with Loss
Monday, Sept. 21

3 - 4:30 p.m.
at the JCC

For more information, call Sari at 610-921-0624
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Unmasking The Jewish  
Subtext of Superhero Movies

Featuring Guest Speaker Alon Barzilay

Wednesday, September 9, 2015
7 p.m., Klein Lecture Hall, Experience Event

Few people know that America’s superheroes share the same Jewish cultural themes as the 
comic book artists who created them, such as immigration, Zionism and antisemitism.  In an 

interactive and dynamic presentation that will leave you AMAZED, get a new perspective on how 
the true themes of superhero films are rooted in Jewish American culture. Whether you are inter-
ested in Superman or Wonder Woman, you will discover how superheroes are fighting for truth, 

justice and the Jewish American way!

Underoos.indd   1 8/14/15   11:00 AM
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10













Continued from Page 5
silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Contributions as of Aug. 21
Holocaust Library & Resource Center
In honor of:

Sid and Esther Bratt’s grandson Brian’s marriage – Florence and Marvin Segal, 
Rosalye Yashek

Corinne and Andy Wernick’s son Brian’s marriage – Florence and Marvin Segal, 
Rosalye Yashek

Fred and Eviva Gorstein’s 60th Anniversary – Selma Cutler

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Jackye and Jim Barrer’s new granddaughter – Barbara and Seth 
Rosenzweig

Birth of Cheryl and Eric Farber’s new granddaughter – Barbara and Seth 
Rosenzweig

Birth of Sari and John Incledon’s grandson – Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig
Birth of Betsy and Al Katz’s granddaughter – Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig
Birth of Lina and Vlad Vaysman’s new grandson – Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig
Glenn Corbin being named Optometrist of the Year – Barbara and Seth 

Rosenzweig 
Derian Haas’ high school graduation – Sy Youngerman
Gabriella Michelson’s high school graduation – Sy Youngerman
Marriage of Sid and Esther Bratt’s grandson Brian – Ruth Isenberg

In memory of:
Stephen Craig Schneider (Herb Schneider’s son) – Ruth Isenberg
Ivan Gordon – Henry and Helene Singer
Robert Gilbert – Barbara Nazimov
Anabel Klein – Edith Mendelsohn

Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In honor of:

Sid and Esther Bratt’s new home – Don and Ellen Abramson
Birth of Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz’s new grandson – Don and Ellen Abramson
Birth of Sid and Esther Bratt’s new great-grandson – Don and Ellen Abramson
Birth of Cindy and Tim Schuchart’s grandson – Jackye and Jim Barrer
Birth of Sue and Richard D’Angelo’s twin grandsons – Jackye and Jim Barrer
Jeremy Lakin’s college graduation – Don and Ellen Abramson
Rachel Reyner’s college graduation – Don and Ellen Abramson
Ryan Egolf’s high school graduation – Don and Ellen Abramson

In memory of:
Ivan Gordon – Anzie and Edward Golden, Robin and Jess Drezner, Jerry Marcus
Fran Suknow – Don and Ellen Abramson
Stephen Craig Schneider (Herb Schneider’s son) – Cheryl and Eric Farber, Jerry 

Marcus
Dorothy Lempiner – Jerry Marcus
Paul Safir – Jerry Marcus
Robert Gilbert – Rosalye Yashek

JFS Food Pantry
In memory of:

Stephen Craig Schneider (Herb Schneider’s son) – Patty and Michael Gordon

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Brett Driben’s high school graduation – Sy Youngerman
Deborah Flamholz’s college graduation – Sy Youngerman

Israel Now Campaign
In honor of:

Margie and Alan Leisawitz’s kindness – Winnie and Clint Stoner

Harry and Rose Sack Fund (adult programming)
In memory of:

Stephen Craig Schneider (Herb Schneider’s son) – Albert and Nancy Sack

PJ Library
In honor of:

Sue and George Viener’s 50th Anniversary – Sue and Herb Wachs, Barbara 
Nazimov, Debbie Goodman and John Moyer

Friendship Circle Fund
In honor of:

Birth of Tim and Cindy Schuchart’s grandson – Glenn and Gaye Corbin
Lauren Schuchart’s graduation from the Jewish Theological Seminary – Glenn 

and Gaye Corbin
Jeremy Lakin’s College Graduation – Glenn and Gaye Corbin
Michele Abramson’s College Graduation – Glenn and Gaye Corbin
Deborah Flamholz’s College Graduation – Glenn and Gaye Corbin
Leah Mintz’s graduation from Law School – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

In memory of:
Stephen Craig Schneider (Herb Schneider’s son) – Ethel Engel, Elaine Safir, 

Marty Goldstein
Marcia Gold (Marty Goldstein’s sister) – Glenn and Gaye Corbin
Bernard Feldman – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Speedy recovery/get well wishes:
Marcia Gross – Marlene and George Weiss, Elaine Safir
Sarah Flamholz – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Stephen Craig Schneider (Herb Schneider’s son) – Sid and Esther Bratt, Evelyn 
and Jay Lipschutz 

Dorothy Lempiner – Sid and Esther Bratt
Bernard Feldman – Beth and Bob Caster

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  $10
Jewish Family Service    $10
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    $10
JFS Food Bank     $25
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   $20
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
Doris Levin Fund     $10

A screening of the award-winning documentary
Thursday, October 8, 2015, 6 p.m., Klein Lecture Hall, Experience Event

Learn about the British Schlinder, Sir Nicholas Winton, who saved 669 children prior to WWII 
and find out how you can impact Greater Reading at our upcoming Interfaith Mitzvah Day!  

Event sponsored by the Lakin Holocaust Library & Resource Center

Please support 
our advertisers

We work hard to keep our community up to 
date on what’s happening in the Jewish world 

at home, in Israel and around the globe.
Our advertisers help make this possible. 

Please make note of the businesses and service 
providers who support our work and show 

your appreciation.

We welcome additional advertisers. Please 
contact Mark Nemirow at Marknem@aol.com 

to learn more about available options. 
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 weis
         quality since 1912 L’Shana Tova! 

Weis Markets extends to you and your family a happy, healthy, and prosperous New Year!

Golden Blintzes
Frozen - 13 ounce

$4.49
Rokeach Memorial Candles
Each

99¢
Kedem Tea Biscuits
4.2 ounce

2/$1

Manischewitz 
Potato Pancake Mix - 6 ounce

2/$6

We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical or pictorial errors.

Prices Effective September 6, 2015 through October 10, 2015.

  Weis Proudly Accepts

Round Challah
Plain or w/ raisins - each 

Fresh Kosher 
Whole or Cut-up Chicken

$2.69
Whole Frozen Kosher Turkeys

$2.99
Fresh Beef Brisket

$15.99

U

U
U

UUU

U

We also carry many of your favorite Kosher deli,  
dairy, frozen and grocery products.

Medford Farms 
Honey Bear
12 ounce

$2.99 U

Tabatchnick Soups
Frozen - 15 ounce

2/$5

weis

per
pound

per
pound

per
pound

$3.29

Kedem Apple Juice
64 ounce

$2.79

CLIP &
SAVE!

U
KOSHER PAREVE

PAS YISRAEL

Rosh Hashanah ‘15
Savings Coupons

Save $1.00 on a container of
LIPTON KOSHER CONSOMME &

RECIPE MIX for Chicken Dishes (14.1oz.)

SAVE $1.00 ON SOUP MIX
MANUF

Void if sold or transferred. Consumer pays CRV and sales tax. Misuse constitutes fraud. RETAILER: We will reimburse the 
face value plus $.08 handling provided you comply with our coupon redemption policy, available upon request. Submission 
of coupons signifies compliance. Send to: Kedem Foods, P.O.B. 407, MPS DEPT. 482, Cinnaminson, NJ 08077

MANUF

SAVE $1.00 ON KINERET CHALLAHS

Void if sold or transferred. Consumer pays CRV and sales tax. Misuse constitutes fraud. RETAILER: We will reimburse the 
face value plus $.08 handling provided you comply with our coupon redemption policy, available upon request. Submission 
of coupons signifies compliance. Send to: Kedem Foods, P.O.B. 407, MPS DEPT. 482, Cinnaminson, NJ 08077

Save $1.00 when you buy 2
KINERET ROUND CHALLAHS

SAVE $1.00 ON YEHUDA GEFILTE FISH

Void if sold or transferred. Consumer pays CRV and sales tax. Misuse constitutes fraud. RETAILER: We will reimburse the 
face value plus $.08 handling provided you comply with our coupon redemption policy, available upon request. Submission 
of coupons signifies compliance. Send to: Kedem Foods, P.O.B. 407, MPS DEPT. 482, Cinnaminson, NJ 08077

Save $1.00 when you buy 2 jars of
YEHUDA GEFILTE FISH

Void if sold or transferred. Consumer pays CRV and sales tax. Misuse constitutes fraud. RETAILER: We will reimburse the 
face value plus $.08 handling provided you comply with our coupon redemption policy, available upon request. Submission 
of coupons signifies compliance. Send to: Kedem Foods, P.O.B. 407, MPS DEPT. 482, Cinnaminson, NJ 08077

Save $1.00 when you buy 2
YEHUDA DAILY
MATZO THINS

MANUF

SAVE $1.00 ON MATZO THINS

(Excluding 
Gluten-Free)

Void if sold or transferred. Consumer pays CRV and sales tax. Misuse constitutes fraud. RETAILER: We will reimburse the 
face value plus $.08 handling provided you comply with our coupon redemption policy, available upon request. Submission 
of coupons signifies compliance. Send to: Kedem Foods, P.O.B. 407, MPS DEPT. 482, Cinnaminson, NJ 08077

MANUF

FREE LIPTON DIP
Buy 3 packages of BEIGEL & BEIGEL
WHOLE WHEAT PRETZEL STICKS

and receive a FREE LIPTON KOSHER
RECIPE SECRETS DIP

CASHIER:
Write in

Retail Value

$              

Void if sold or transferred. Consumer pays CRV and sales tax. Misuse constitutes fraud. RETAILER: We will reimburse the 
face value plus $.08 handling provided you comply with our coupon redemption policy, available upon request. Submission 
of coupons signifies compliance. Send to: Kedem Foods, P.O.B. 407, MPS DEPT. 482, Cinnaminson, NJ 08077

MANUF

SAVE $1.00 ON GRAPE JUICE

Save $1.00 when you buy
2 bottles of 

SPARKLING GRAPE JUICE

Void if sold or transferred. Consumer pays CRV and sales tax. Misuse constitutes fraud. RETAILER: We will reimburse the 
face value plus $.08 handling provided you comply with our coupon redemption policy, available upon request. Submission 
of coupons signifies compliance. Send to: Kedem Foods, P.O.B. 407, MPS DEPT. 482, Cinnaminson, NJ 08077

Save 75¢ when you buy 2
GEFEN CAKES

MANUF

SAVE 75¢ ON GEFEN CAKES

NOT ALL ITEMS AVAILABLE IN ALL STORES

We Wish All Our Customers
A Happy and Healthy

New Year!
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