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Tamara Wittes addresses the Jewish Federation Leadership Dinner

Diplomat  and scholar  Tamara 
Wittes helped the Jewish Federation of 
Reading/Berks kick off its annual Jewish 
Community Campaign. Wittes spoke 
at the Jewish Federation Leadership 
Dinner and delivered a separate talk 
for the general public, both at Reform 
Congregation Oheb Sholom on Oct. 15.

Wittes discussed three major issues 
facing the Middle East during her speech. 
The first was President Donald Trump’s 
refusal to certify the nuclear deal with Iran. 
Trump based his decision on concerns 
about an increase in terror and violence 
in the Middle East. Plus Trump ran 

against the nuclear deal during his 
campaign. Congress now has two months 
to reimpose sanctions lifted under the 
deal, although Wittes believes this is 
highly unlikely, as then the U.S. would be 
violating the agreement.

Another major concern for our Middle 
East partners is whether or not they can 
count on the U.S. and the new Trump 
administration. Specifically they wonder 
how it will deal with the Israeli Palestinian 
conflict and violence in the Gaza Strip. 
Wittes said the vacuum left by the failures 
in peace talks in 2013 has created the 
opportunity for more violence in the 

region. 
Wittes also discussed ISIS and 

the ongoing conflict in Syria as the 
major concern of most Americans in 
last year ’s elections. She stressed 
that Americans need to pay attention 
to leaders and governments who are 
creating states where people are 
vulnerable. Wittes, a senior fellow in 
the Center of Middle East Policy at 
Brookings Institution in Washington, 
was engaging and personable during 
her two speeches and the community 
gained an in-depth knowledge through 
her expertise.

Mideast expert shares insights 

Reading’s Jewish community 
comes through after hurricanes

Our Reading Jewish community 
should be proud to have raised more 
than $18,000 to support the relief efforts 
in hurricane-ravaged areas. 

Among those affected, Hurricane 
Harvey brought catastrophic damage 
to hundreds of Jewish families and 
multiple Jewish community institutions. 
In Houston, nearly three-quarters of the 
city’s Jewish population live in areas 
that were flooded, and nearly every 
Jewish-owned business and institution 
felt the impact. One thousand Jewish 
families have been displaced from their 
homes for 8-12 months. Several of 
the largest Jewish institutions were 
heavily damaged and cannot reopen 
until remediation and rehabilitation is 
completed. Although Hurricane Irma’s 
unexpected shift to Florida’s west coast 
spared most of Florida’s largest Jewish 
population centers from what could have 
been a terrible disaster, long-term power 
outages in Florida’s hot and humid climate 

continue to raise serious health concerns, 
especially for many seniors.

One hundred percent of funds raised 
will be used to help those victimized. 
Your funds supported the efforts of three 
relief organizations. JFNA immediately 
set up the Hurricane Harvey Relief Fund 
to help meet urgent needs such as food, 
medicine, cleaning supplies, and trauma 
counseling and to enable rebuilding. Our 
network of local and international partners 
means we can respond quickly and 
effectively to these emergencies.

Your funds also supported IsraAid, 
one of the teams Israel sent to aid 
Florida, Texas, Mexico, Haiti, and the 
Caribbean to help recovery efforts. Their 
volunteers rushed to help in the aftermath 
of Hurricane Harvey in Texas and then 
proceeded to Florida to help local people 
pick up the pieces after that devastating 
storm. Eight experts in search and rescue, 
and medical and psychological first-aid 
responders also flew from Israel to Florida. 

In addition, the Israeli government sent 
$ 1,000,000 to Houston for relief efforts.

IsraAID is a non-governmental 
organization committed to providing 
life-saving disaster relief and long-
term support. For over a decade, its 
teams of professional medics, search & 
rescue squads, post-trauma experts and 
community mobilizers, have been first 
on the front lines of nearly every major 
humanitarian crisis in the 21st century. 
Victims in Charleston, SC, Haiti, Sierra 
Leone, South Sudan, Japan, Jordan and 
Kenya have all been helped by IsraAid 
emergency response actions.

And your funds also helped NECHAMA, 
a U.S. voluntary Jewish organization that 
provides natural disaster preparedness, 
response, and recovery services 
nationwide.  NECHAMA volunteers are 
planning to be in Texas and Florida for at 
least six months providing relief and repair 
assistance.

Kol HaKavod — bravo!
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For those age 70½ or older, donating 
directly from a traditional IRA to a qualified 
charity such as the Jewish Federation of 
Reading can satisfy their RMD (required 
minimum distribution) and lower their 
taxes. The IRS allows the amount of 
these qualified charitable distributions 
to be excluded from a donor’s adjusted 
gross income. IRA distributions made 
payable to the donor, even if intended for 
use as a charitable donation, would not 
be considered a tax-free distribution. The 
amount would need to be included in the 
donor’s adjusted gross income.

There are other tax advantages to making 
a qualified charitable distribution. Donors do 
not need to itemize deductions to get the tax 
benefit from this type of gift. In fact, many 

donors over 70½ no longer have a mortgage 
and don’t itemize their deductions.

There is no minimum required amount 
you must transfer to a charity. (Some IRA 
accounts do have internal minimums.) The 
maximum tax-free amount you can transfer 
to a charity each year is $100,000. You 
can do so even if that amount is above 
your RMD. The transfer amount cannot 
be deducted as a charitable contribution 
because the transfer is also excluded from 
income. The Federation and other public 
charities are eligible to receive these IRA 
distributions. Donor advised funds cannot, 
under IRS regulations, receive these 
distributions even if the advised fund is held 
by a public charity or foundation.

Make sure to ask the administrator of 

your IRA about the process for making a 
qualified charitable distribution. Procedures 
vary, and IRA  administrators are busy in 
December. It is recommended you start 
the process at least 30 days before year-
end. You’ll also want to alert the charity 
to your gift. This allows charities such as 
Federation to properly acknowledge your 
gift to comply with IRS guidelines.

For more information, email RichardN@
JFReading.org or call Richard Nassau 
at 610 921 0624. This material is for 
informational purposes only. It is not 
intended to provide or be relied upon for, 
tax, legal or accounting advice. Consult 
your own financial advisor to determine if 
a qualified charitable distribution is right 
for you.

By Richard Nassau
Development Director

I don’t know what it is 
like to be hungry; to be 
concerned about when 
and where I’ll next eat. 
I’m thankful for that. I am 
also aware that people 
here in our community 
go hungry every day. 
Hunger is an issue that 
the staff of our Jewish 
Family Service works to alleviate. They are 
able to do this because of your support of 
our Annual Community Campaign. It is one 
of the ways you help feed people.

There are people you may know but 
never realize are hungry. It could be a 
neighbor who had their job eliminated or an 
older couple with mounting medical bills. It 
might be someone with a family member 
in need of special help or an out-of-town 
friend in Houston who lost everything in 
the hurricane.

You provided for each of them. It is your 
support of our Jewish Family Service that 
enabled JFS to respond to each situation, 

even in Houston. Our community is part of 
a network of Jewish Federations and aid 
organizations that respond to hunger and 
to national and international emergencies. It 
is part of what we do. When an emergency 
such as Houston arises, the money raised 
specifically for disaster relief is a special 
allocation beyond what our Federation 
system does every day.

Your support of our Annual Community 
Campaign also connects us through the 
JCC and its many programs. We know 
how important it is for young families to 
connect with other young families. You 
make that happen through PJ Library. You 
bring PJ Families together at special events 
throughout the year. 

PJ Library is a national program of the 
Harold Grinspoon Foundation. Locally the 
program is supplemented through the Sue 
B. Viener Memorial Fund of the Jewish 
Federation of Reading.

If you are not familiar with PJ Library, 
every month the program sends free, 
award-winning books that celebrate Jewish 
values and culture to families with children 
6 months through 8 years old. In our 

community around 85 children receive a 
monthly PJ Library book. That is more than 
1,000 books our community’s children are 
receiving each year. 

We know  something magical happens 
when parents sit down together to read 
with their children. Federation’s PJ Library 
program brings Jewish stories and ideas for 
parents and their children to share. Stories 
that help families talk together about values 
and traditions that are important to them. 
Books that help children learn and better 
understand the world around them.

You do so much with your gift to our 
Annual Community Campaign. You engage 
families through the joy of reading. You feed 
the hungry and provide emergency relief to 
people. You connect our community. 

You are important to our Jewish 
community. If you have not made your 
Annual Community Campaign gift, please 
do so now. It enriches everyone’s life. 

If you’d like information about emergency 
relief efforts, JFS Food Pantry, PJ Library 
or the many other programs of Federation, 
the JCC or Jewish Family Service, contact 
us – 610 921 0624 or Info@JFReading.org.

Consider a qualified charitable distribution from your IRA

Your support helps provide crucial aid for needy
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Annual Campaign

Women’s Philanthropy

Maimonides Society

Your Jewish Legacy

Chai Circle

L’Chaim Society

Book of Life

Letter of Intent

2017 totals
as of Oct. 20

Jewish Community
Campaign

$307,065
*Includes transfers from Donor 

Advised Funds

Our annual community campaignOur Annual Community Campaign 

This year there will not be an annual campaign letter in the mail asking for 
your gift.   

Instead, we’ve enclosed an envelope with this issue of SHALOM for you to 
complete and return with your gift for our Annual Community Campaign.  

This is your opportunity to enrich 
Jewish lives here in Berks County 
and across the world.  

Thank you for being the power of 
hope. 

You provide the food that feeds the 
hungry; you fuel the planes that 
rescue the vulnerable; you print the 
books that carry Jewish tradition from one generation to the next.  

Here at home and in more than 70 countries, you have brought relief, hope, 
and compassion to thousands of people. You power Federation, the JCC, 
and Jewish Family Service through your generosity.  

Our work is far from done. There are still struggling families in need of 
clean clothes, warm meals, and a safe place to live. There are still isolated 
people and communities in need of caring, compassion, and support. 
There is still a new generation that wants to understand their heritage.  

No single act of kindness reaches more people in more ways than your gift 
to our Annual Community Campaign.  

Thank you, 

Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks 
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By David Mekeel
Courtesy of Reading Eagle

Things are much different than they 
were when the Founding Fathers crafted 
the U.S. Constitution.

Their world was absent of cellphones 
and computers, of the internet, Facebook 
and viral videos. They didn’t face the 
threat of the government tracking our 
movements with GPS technology, or 
spying on us with drones soaring through 
the clouds.

We do.
And those changes, the different 

landscape of modern America, make 
questions about how to translate the 
Constitution difficult and immensely 
important, Jeffrey Rosen told a crowd 
gathered Tuesday night in Albright 
College’s Memorial Chapel.

Rosen, a professor of law at George 
Washington University and president 
of the National Constitution Center in 
Philadelphia, was the 38th annual Leo 
Camp Memorial Lecture, cosponsored 
by Albright and the Jewish Federation 
of Reading.

Rosen touched on a handful of 
constitutional issues related to our ever-
changing technology, often citing the 
work of former Supreme Court Justice 
Louis Brandeis, whom Rosen views as a 
personal hero.

First on the docket was a Supreme 
Court case that will be argued at the 
end of November. It centers on Timothy 
Carpenter, a man arrested and charged 
in armed robberies in Ohio and Michigan.

Police filed the charges against 
Carpenter with the help of GPS data from 
his cellphone company, which helped 
them track his movements for a month, 
showing he had been on the scene of 
several robberies.

Carpenter ’s lawyers argue that 
using the GPS data violates his Fourth 
Amendment right against unreasonable 
search and seizure.

The government says that when 
you give data to a third party, like a 
cellphone service provider, you give up 
the expectation of privacy. That third 
party, they argue, is free to do with your 
data what it chooses, including giving it 
to police without a warrant.

Rosen said the case harkens back to 
one from the time of Prohibition, when 
police placed wiretaps underneath a 

public sidewalk to spy on a suspected 
bootlegger. The Supreme Court sided 
with the police in that one.

But in the years since, the high 
court has sided more and more with 
privacy, Rosen said. It’s expected 
that will be the case in the cellphone 
matter as well.

Rosen said the case, Carpenter v. 
United States, is incredibly important 
because of the widespread use of 
cellphones and the internet and how 
much of our lives are entwined in the 
technology.

“It will be crucial and could define the 
scope of privacy in the 21st century,” he 
said.

Rosen also discussed free speech, 
which like privacy has taken on new 
levels of complication with advancing 
technology.

The U.S. protects speech more so 
than anywhere else in the world, Rosen 
said. That includes hate speech, which is 
protected up to the point that it is intended 
to and would likely cause imminent harm 
such as violence.

Rosen, again citing Brandeis, said the 
American tradition has been to sort out 
issues through public discourse. Through 
deliberation and public reasoning, truth 
is found.

The question becomes, with the 
nearly endless ability to quickly spread 
hate speech to millions, should that 
change?

“We need to think together on where 
to draw the line,” Rosen said.

Deliberation now happens so quickly, 
Rosen said, and people are so easily 
trapped in “filter bubbles” and “echo 
chambers,” public reasoning is under 
siege.

And at the moment, Rosen said, hate 
speech is neither being handled by the 
public discourse, nor regulated by public 
officials. Instead, Rosen said, “young 
law school grads in T-shirts and flip-flops 
sitting around looking at screens” at 
companies like Facebook or Google are 
making those decisions.

“(Facebook founder) Mark Zuckerberg 
or Google have more power over who can 
speak than judges or the government,” 
Rosen said. “Do we really want the most 
important decisions about free speech 
and privacy decided by lawyers at big 
companies?”

Rosen said there needs to be 
an ongoing public discussion about 
balancing privacy, free speech and 
technology. Young people, including 
students at Albright, need to be part of 

that discussion, he said, because they will 
be the ones facing the challenge in the 
future and tasked with finding solutions.

“One of you might be sitting on the 
Supreme Court in 20 years,” Rosen said.

By William D. Franklin
President

Last month I wrote 
of the tremendous 
s u p p o r t  o u r 
community and Jewish 
communities across 
the  coun t r y  have 
extended to the victims 
of Hurricanes Harvey 
and Irma. Caring for 
others is a core Jewish value.

Unfortunately, the natural disasters 
continued. Hurricane Maria — a Category 

4 hurricane with 150 mph winds — made 
direct landfall on Puerto Rico, bisecting 
the island and drenching it with feet 
of rain. To date, 81 deaths have been 
attributed to the storm, but that number 
is expected to rise dramatically as Puerto 
Rico continues to dig itself out.

 More than 3 million Puerto Rican 
American citizens are expected to be 
without power for four to six months. Most 
hospitals are running on generators with 
limited fuel and fresh water is scarce. 
Recently, FEMA officials have expressed 
concern about the huge food shortage on 

the island and estimates a shortfall of 2 
million meals a day. People are leaving 
in droves.

Once  aga in ,  ou r  commun i t y 
responded with contributions of money, 
clothing and toiletries for victims in Puerto 
Rico. Furthermore, the Federation will be 
working with the United Way and Centro 
Hispano to help Puerto Ricans resettle 
in Reading. We are expecting about 100 
families. In the past, Jewish communities 
have “adopted” Russian and Vietnamese 
refugee families and supported their 
resettlement. Housing, jobs, financial, 

medical, English-language learning, 
transportation, emotional support and 
other social services are among the many 
areas of assistance that will be needed.

Part of your Jewish Federation’s 
miss ion  i s  t o  p romo te  deepe r 
understanding and stronger connections 
between Jews and non-Jews in Reading 
and Berks County. At some time, 
someone in all of our family emigrated 
here and benefited from the kindness of 
strangers. Please call or write if you can 
play a part in this important effort.

Thank you.

From the President’s Desk

Our community is responding to crisis in Puerto Rico
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Constitutional scholar offers powerful message at lecture
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James G. Barrer, DMD Douglas W. White, DMD 
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By Amanda J. Hornberger
It unites. It divides. It’s delicious. It’s 

hummus! 
“Hummus! The Movie” showcases the 

personal stories of the colorful men and 
women who simply live their lives and love 
their hummus.

This lighthearted documentary is the 
next film in the 2018 Reading Jewish Film 
Series and will be shown on Wednesday, 
Nov. 1 at 7 p.m. at FOX EAST, 4350 
Perkiomen Ave., Exeter Township (next to 
Boscov’s East). 

In partnership with the Islamic Center 
of Reading, there will be a complimentary 
hummus tasting following the screening 
cour tesy  o f  the  Wyomiss ing  Fami ly 
Restaurant and Bakery. 

T h e  2 0 1 8  R e a d i n g  J e w i s h  F i l m 
Series is co-sponsored by the Rubin 
E d u c a t i o n a l  F u n d  o f  t h e  J e w i s h 

Federation of Reading and Fox Theatres. 
Admission is $5 per fi lm or $30 for the 
series of seven fi lms.

All films will be shown on Wednesday 
e v e n i n g s  a t  7  p . m .  a t  F O X  E A S T. 
Tickets can be purchased at the theater 
beginning at 6:30 p.m. the day of the 
screening, and series t ickets can be 
bought at the JCC. Cash and checks 
are accepted.

The complete list of dates and films for 
the 2018 Reading Jewish Film Series can 
be found below:

Nov. 1 — “Hummus! The Movie”* with 
the Islamic Center of Reading

Dec. 13 — “There Are Jews Here”
Jan. 24 — “The Women’s Balcony”
March 7 — “Body & Soul: An American 

Bridge”* with the Central Pennsylvania 
African American Museum 

April 4 — “Fanny’s Journey”

May 16 — “The Venice Ghetto, 500 
Years of Life”*

*Special event following screening

By Amanda J. Hornberger
In meeting many community 

members over the years, one event 
that was always remembered with 
great fondness was the annual 
Chanukah on Ice event organized 
by Chabad.

This year Jewish Federation of 
Reading and Chabad are pleased 
to announce the return of Chanukah 
on Ice on Sunday, Dec. 10.

The entire community is invited 
to join us at Body Zone in Spring 
Township from 4:30-6:30 p.m. on 

Sunday, Dec. 10 for ice skating and 
plenty of warm Chanukah food.

The cost is $10 per person, 
which includes your ice skate rental 
and the food including warm soup, 
latkes and other treats.

Chanukah on Ice is for all ages: 

seniors to youngsters are invited 
to attend and do crafts, enjoy the 
Jewish music and marvel at the 
menorah made out of ice, even if 
you don’t skate! RSVP is requested 
to chabadofberks@gmail.com or 
Brenda at 610-921-0624 by Dec. 8.

Film celebrates the stories behind hummus

Chanukah on Ice back this year by popular demand

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Each year our community 

c o m e s  t o g e t h e r  f o r  a n 
interfaith commemoration and 
remembrance of Kristallnacht, 
the night of broken glass, Nov. 
9-10, 1938. Kristallnacht is seen 
by many historians as the start 
of the Holocaust and the Nazis 
campaign of terror in Germany 

and throughout Europe.
We are fortunate to still have 

local Holocaust survivors who 
will once again be participating 
in this year’s commemoration 
through readings and lighting six 
memorial candles. 

Please join us on this special 
and memorable evening on 
Thursday, Nov. 9 at Christ 

Episcopal Church, 435 Court St. 
in Reading. The evening begins 
at 6:30 p.m. with a circle of light, 
our way of bringing light to our 
community, on what was such 
a dark night for German Jews. 
The interfaith and moving service 
begins at 7 p.m. Following the 
service a light reception will also 
be held.

There  is  s t reet  park ing 
available near Christ Episcopal 
Church as well as the M&T 
Bank parking lot (next door) 
and the parking garage by the 
Abraham Lincoln Hotel. If you 
have questions or for more 
information, please contact 
Amanda at amandah@jfreading.
org or call 610-921-0624.

Kristallnacht observance scheduled for Nov. 9
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Gifts of Appreciated Securities 

 
You may be missing a significant opportunity to save taxes. With the stock market at an all-time high, consider 
making your charitable contribution to the Jewish Federation of Reading with appreciated stock or other 
securities. It is cost effective and can provide tax savings. 
 
The benefits of gifting appreciated securities: 
 

• No capital gains tax on the increased value; 
• A charitable income tax deduction for the full fair market value if you itemize deductions; 
• Any unused deduction can generally be carried forward; 
• Stock gifts are an easy way to support programs and services important to you. 

 
To qualify for these tax advantages, the asset must have been held for longer than one year and the gift made 
prior to December 31. Below is a look at the tax savings of donating securities versus a cash gift. If the asset is 
sold and the proceeds are donated – the tax savings do not apply. 
 
For more information, email RichardN@JFReading.org or call Richard Nassau at 610 921 0624. 
 

Example: A gift of stock now valued at $2,500, purchased for $500 several years ago. 
 

 

Donate 
appreciated 

securities 
outright 

  Donate $2,500 
cash   Sell securities & 

donate cash 

Charitable Deduction $2,500   $2,500   $2,500  

       Ordinary income tax savings 
(assumes 35% rate) $875   $875   $875  

       Capital gains tax (assumes 
15% tax rate on $2,000 gain) $300 Saved  N/A  $300 Paid 

       
Net Tax Savings $1,175   $875   $575  

This material is for informational purposes only. It is not intended to provide or be relied upon for, tax, legal or accounting advice. 
You should always consult your own financial advisor to determine if this is right for you. 
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By Rabbi Barry Dov Lerner
Students and seniors who meet 

monthly in the Reading Jewish Community 
High School Better Together program \ had 
a treat learning about the Arbaah Minim, 
the “Four Species,” four special species 
of vegetation. 

Most of are familiar with the sukkah, a 
temporary “booth” or “hut” and it takes its 
name from the materials which are used 
for the roof. It is used during the eight days 
of Sukkot, and has different interpreted 
meanings.  

Rabbi Dov brought in a lulav/etrog for 
everyone to examine and then perform 
the traditional ritual of “waving the lulav.”  
It turned out that most of the teens and 
the seniors may have seen the lulav/etrog 
set before, but few had learned how to 
correctly perform this very old ritual dating 
back to the Second Temple in Jerusalem.   

In ancient times everyone could afford 
to secure for themselves a lulav/etrog 
set, as it consists of local and abundant 
vegetation in Israel. In Leviticus 23:40 
the four species are named somewhat 
generally, Hebrew terms for the four plants 
are branches taken from (1) magnificent/
beautiful trees, (2) palm tree, (3) leafy tree/
bush and (4) the willow which grows by a 
stream. The Talmud further defined each 
of the four species: (1) etrog – the fruit of 
a citron tree; (2) the lulav – a ripe, green, 
closed frond from a date palm tree; (3) 
hadass – branches with leaves from the 
myrtle tree; and (4) aravah branches with 
leaves from the willow tree. 

Today, they are purchased, and for that 
reason we are permitted to let anyone who 
wishes to make the blessing (“bench”) over 
lulav/etrog to borrow our set. 

During the time of the Temple in 
Jerusalem, the waving ceremony called 
na’anu’im was performed there on all 
seven days of Sukkot, and elsewhere only 
on the first day. Following the destruction 
of the Temple in 70 CE, Rabbi Yohanan 
ben Zakkai ordered that the four species 
be waved everywhere on every day 
of Sukkot (except on Shabbat), as a 
memorial to the Temple. 

What was the purpose of waving the 
lulav/etrog? A Talmudic source suggest 
that the ritual enables one to come close 
to the divine, shaking in all six directions 

– east, south, north, west, up and down.  
The “wavings” also relate to agriculture 
by “waving away” harmful winds and 
hastening the arrival of needed rain to 
Israel’s fields, cisterns and aquifers.

The Book of Leviticus emphasizes the 
historical aspect of Sukkot, describing the 
sukkah itself as a symbolic wilderness 
shelter. It commemorated the time God 
provided for the Israelites in the wilderness 
they inhabited after they were freed 
from slavery in Egypt. A later agricultural 
meaning of the Sukkah booth recalls  the 
time of harvest in Israel, as our ancestors 
built sukkot in the fields to maximize the 
time for harvest and protect their fields. 
Today, we continue to build a sukkah, 
and it is common for Jews to eat, sleep 
and otherwise spend time in it during the 
holiday. Many families and synagogues 
encouraged “sukkah hopping,” visiting the 
sukkot of friends

The sukkah roof covering, known 
as s’chach in Hebrew, must consist of 
something that grew from the earth but 
is currently disconnected from it. Palm 
leaves, bamboo sticks, pine branches, 
wood and the like can all be used for 
s’chach. 

Calendar
Check our Reading Jewish Federation 

website at www.readingjewishcommunity.
org for the online calendar for classes and 
Better Together.

Seniors, students discuss and perform Sukkot ritual
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Camp Scholarships

Israel Trips

Jewish Community

   High School   

Lakin Preschool

Better Together

Rabbi Dov, left, leads a Sukkot observance at JCHS as part of the monthly Better Together gathering of teenagers 
and local senior citizens.

Plenty of  reasons to celebrate at Lakin Preschool

Lakin Preschool at Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom provides early childhood education with a Jewish emphasis. 
Above at left, Paul and Sheina Missan join the children for a gathering celebrating the approach of Shabbat. Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, right, demonstrates the Shofar as the young students learn about the High Holidays.
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By Sari Incledon, M.Ed.
Jewish Fami ly 

Serv i ce  has  two 
programs planned 
this month geared 
toward those of you 
who are considering 
retiring in the near 
future. Medicare and 
Social Security are 
two programs we all 
depend on during 
our retirement years, but we can be 
confused by them. Please join us on Nov. 
8 for a Basic Introduction to Medicare 
with community volunteer Phyllis Dessel, 
who is retired from the Area Office 
of Aging. On Nov. 15 we will present 
Maximizing Social Security Benefits with 
Earl Schultz of Strategic Wealth Advisory. 
Both programs are at the JCC, at 7 p.m. 
and are free. Please call 610-921-0624 
to make a reservation for one or both of 
the programs.

Friendship Circle
Every Thursday a group of seniors 

(Friendship Circle) meets for a lunch and 
a program. These programs are open 
to everyone in the community, and we 
encourage anyone who is interested in 
a program to join us. Newcomers are 
always welcome to have lunch ($7) with 
a reservation by the Monday before the 
program.

This month’s Friendship Circle’s 
programs are particularly appealing.  
We have two musical programs — both 

feature singers, accompanying themselves 
on acoustic guitar, Melanie Pomerantz 
on Nov. 2 and Steve Barth, a return 
performance on Nov. 16. On Nov. 9 we 
welcome Hallie Vaughn back for a trip back 
in time to learn about the “Hello Girls,” the 
colloquial name for the American female 
switchboard operators in World War II and 
the important role they played.  On Nov. 30 
we will show “Bill Cunningham New York,” 
a documentary that has won awards at 
several film festivals. It shares the story of 
a New York Times photographer famous 
for riding his Schwinn through the streets 

of New York chronicling fashion trends 
for the Times Style section. Cunningham, 
who died last year at 87, was considered 
highly influential in the world of New York 
fashion and society. Come to one or all of 
our programs — your reservation is only 
needed for lunch.

Food pantry news
Our food pantry in October served a 

record high number of households – 191! 
Thanks to all of our hard-working volunteers 
and everyone who donates food, shopping 
bags and financial support to the Jewish 
Federation.

Programs offer help for those planning retirement
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Food Pantry

Friendship Circle

Counseling Services

Transportation

Financial Assistance

Hospital and

   Home Visitations   

Living with Loss

Information and

   Referral   

Case Management

Holiday Programs

Thirty-five seniors welcomed 
the New Year at Manor at 
Market Square on Sept. 19.  
Rosh Hashanah services were 
led by Sari Incledon and Carole 
Robinson.  Paul Schwartz 
concluded the service with 
an inspiring shofar blowing, 
fo l lowed by a tradi t ional 
holiday meal.  This early Rosh 
Hashanah celebration gave 
the participants an opportunity 
to observe the holiday with 
community friends and was 
enjoyed by all.

Rosh Hashanah celebration in Manor at Market Square

Hallie Vaughan delivers a presentation on “Women of the Civil War Era” to a rapt Friendship 
Circle during one of the group’s weekly lunch programs at the JCC.

Sy Youngerman and Ethel Engel Bob Brok and Herb Schneider

Banjo Bob brings musical fun to Friendship Circle
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By Sari Incledon, M. Ed.
We invite the entire 

community to attend a 
program Jewish Family 
Service is sponsoring: 
“What Every Family 
Needs to Know about 
A lcoho l  and Drug 
Abuse & Addiction: An 
Interactive Dialogue 
with David Rotenberg.”  
This program will be held Wednesday, 
April 28 at 7 p.m. at the JCC.

David is the executive director of 
Adolescent Youth Services at Caron 
Foundation, however his presentation 

will not be limited to issues dealing with 
adolescents.  Drug and alcohol abuse is 
a problem for all age groups, and we all 
need to know more about it.

In a recent article, “Overcoming 
Denial” (Na’amat Woman Winter 2009/10) 
Barbara Trainin Blank wrote: “Alcohol and 
chemical dependency don’t discriminate, 
affecting Jews and non-Jews alike, and 
women as much as men. Addiction 
and alcoholism can be found in every 
socioeconomic and religious segment of 
the Jewish community”.

An ar t ic le  on the JACS Web 
site (Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically 
Dependent Persons and Significant 

Others) provided the following statistics.  
According to Dr. Jay Holder, Medical 
Director and founder of the Exodus 
Treatment Center in Miami, chemical 
dependency is the number one secret 
in the Jewish community. Reportedly, 
up to 50 percent of patient populations 
in some residential treatment centers 
are Jews – as are 20 percent of those 
calling national drug hot lines (yet Jews 
comprise less than 3 percent of the U.S. 
population).  Chemical dependency is the 
third leading killer in the U.S.  It is also an 
unreported and/or unknown contributor 
to deaths caused by car accidents, heart 
attacks, suicides and strokes.

For  every  person who has a 
substance abuse problem, several 
others are affected.  Those affected 
may be spouses, parents, children, 
siblings, grandparents – all are hurt 
in different ways. What can we as a 
communal organization do to address 
the problem? Awareness is an important 
first step and we invite everyone in the 
community to share questions and 
concerns at our above mentioned 
program on April 28.

Our  program is  f ree ,  though 
reservations are requested. For more 
information, call Sari at 610-921-
0624.

Jewish Family Service

Enjoy Tax Benefits While Contributing to

Jewish Family Service Vehicle Donation Program

Call Sari at

610-921-0624 

or email
                               jfrsarii@comcast.net

Living with Loss
formerly Bereavement Group

Mondays, March � and 22, 3:00- 4:30 p.m.
For more information call Sari at 610-921-0624

Discussion of  addiction important to all
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BERKS ENCORE RECEIVES AWARDS

Congratulations to Berks Encore employees Carolyn Krebs 
and Martha Sitler for receiving one of the Social Security 

Administrations highest awards for their providing the public with 
information covering Social Security issues.  

Berks Encore enables older adults to achieve a better quality of 
life by providing a comprehensive program of services, referrals, 
education and advocacy.  For more information call Berks Encore 

at 610-374-3195 or visit them at www.Berksencorepa.org

BERKS ENCORE PROVIDES FREE TAX PREPARATION 
FROM TRAINED VOLUNTEERS

Was your household income less than $50,000 in 2009?  
Household income may be higher in some cases,

but call 610-374-3195 for more details.
Call today to schedule an appointment from now until April 15.

Berks Encore, 40 N. Ninth St., 610-374-3195

Jewish Family Service thanks
Dr. Jeffrey Blank D.D.S.

for providing professional services to our client.

Volunteer Opportunities Available – 
Jewish Family Service seeks volunteers to help our seniors

with grocery shopping and other errands.
If you have some time, call Sari or Carole at 610-921-0624.

Call Sari at 610-921-0624, 
e-mail sari@jfreading.org 

or go to
www.charitableautoresources.com

Banjo Bob 
provided lively 
entertainment 
for Friendship 

Circle 
participants 

along with some 
young guests 
at a special 

musical event in 
the JCC.
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Disaster Relief Honor Roll
Thank you to the donors who provided relief to families affected by the recent 

natural disasters. One hundred percent of each gift has been used to assist 
in recovery efforts. Part of the $20,000 allocated by the Jewish Federation of 
Reading sent from our Jewish community through Jewish Federations of North 
America and IsraAid for disaster relief.

Harriet Baskin   Helene Berne
Amy and Ken Bloom   Bob and Beth Caster
Deborah Cieplinski   Irv and Lois Cohen
Jeff and Lynn Driben   Ethel Engel
Sue and Michael Farrara  Marc and Marcia Filstein
Arthur Fischman   Phyllis Fischman
Andi and Bill Franklin  Michael and Susan Fromm
Debbie and David Goldberg  Larry and Fran Gross
Vic and Dena Hammel  Neil Hoffman and Judith Kraines
Michael and Luba Karchevsky Betsy and Al Katz
Stephen and Carrie Latman  Tania and Michael Levin
Lisa and Alan Levine   Solange and Paul Mintz
Anne Missan   Jeffrey and Tammy Mitgang
Richard and Elizabeth Nassau Robert and Yvonne Oppenheimer
Michael and Barbara Perilstein Gordon and Carol Perlmutter
Elaine and Jesse Pleet  Michael and Carole Robinson
Elaine Safir    Roger Schein
Michael and Janice Schiffman Susan Schlanger
Herbert Schneider   Lila Shapiro
Louis Shucker and Sherry Faust Jonathan and Janice Simon
Jill Skaist    Richard and Mindy Small
Andrea Watkins and Jeffrey Sternlieb Ilene Weizer
Sylvia Wenger    Mara and Randall Winn
Yvonne and Manny Wittels  Wolf, Baldwin & Assoc.
   Sanford Youngerman
Jewish Federations of North America has mobilized and engaged 

experienced senior professionals, several with experience from Hurricanes 
Katrina and Sandy, leveraging Federations’ extensive network of local and 
international partners. These partnerships have been critical in ensuring a quick 
and effective response to the many communities in need.

IsraAID responded immediately to each disaster with teams of professional 
medics, search & rescue squads, post-trauma experts and community mobilizers. 
These teams quickly provided life-saving relief and began establishing the 
infrastructure for long-term support.

JFNA and IsraAid continue to aid and support communities as they move 
from crisis to reconstruction and rehabilitation, and eventually to sustainable 
living. Each of these organizations and their partners are working on behalf 
of our community and other Jewish communities across the country that have 
responded to the enormous needs resulting from the brutal series of recent 
natural disasters.

Bill Franklin and Amanda Hornberger with the two carloads of nonperishable food items, toiletries, water 
and clothing that, thanks to the generosity of our community, are being donated to the Hurricane Maria 

Puerto Rico relief efforts. We thank you for your continued support of the victims of natural disasters here 
in the United States, Mexico and across the globe.

Community’s generosity 
benefits Texas community

The Jewish Federation of Reading received the following note of thanks 
in recognition of our local PJ Library book drive for communities affected by 
Hurricane Harvey. Local families contributed more than 180 books:

Thank you to the Jewish Federation of Reading.
I have been teaching at Beth Yeshurun Day School for 24 years now!  The 

past 12 years n Pre-K. We flooded during Hurricane Harvey and will just be 
returning to our home on Nov. 6.

Yesterday I went to our Jewish Federation, where Barbara Loeser, Lisa Klein, 
and Lori Actor had received at least a thousand PJ Library books from other 
Jewish Federations. I happened to have your card in my stack of PJ Library 
books that I received for my classroom.

We lost SO many educational materials, toys, and books! It was so wonderful 
getting some favorite PJ Library books, as well as some new ones!  Beth Israel 
Synagogue has been so wonderful, and we have had a space in their school/
synagogue these past two months. We are so thankful but excited to get back 
home to BYDS!  The upper grades, 1st grade thru 5th grade won’t be returning 
until winter break - probably Jan. 6.

Thank you again! I look forward to reading these wonderful books with my 
students.

Have a great day!
Bonnie Suchart

Beth Yeshurun Pre K Teacher

Israeli technology aids Puerto Rico 
in effort to deal with water scarcity

Israeli technology that captures 
humidity to supply potable water out 
of the air will be sent to Puerto Rico to 
help the island with the water scarcity it 
has been dealing with as a result of the 
devastation caused by hurricane Maria.

David Efron, Israel’s honorary consul 
in Puerto Rico, said he was making the 
relevant arrangements for the machine 
to be delivered from Miami. The Puerto 
Rico Federal Affairs Administration 
(PRFAA) is also cooperating in the 
efforts, reports local daily El Nuevo Día.

Authorities have yet to determine 
the location where the machine will 

be installed, according to the daily. 
According to Efron, the machine -which 
weighs between 1 to 2 tons- uses filters 
to purify the air and can produce up 
to 5,000 gallons of water a day. The 
machine is being provided to supply 
water to Puerto Rico by the Israeli 
government, the honorary consul said.

In recent years, a number of Israeli 
firms have been at the forefront of 
potable water-producing technology, 
i n c l u d i n g  t h e  d e v e l o p m e n t  o f 
a t m o s p h e r i c  w a t e r  g e n e r a t i n g 
devices, such as the one described 
by Efron.

Supplies bound for Puerto Rico

	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	  	   	  

	  

THANK YOU to ALL our PJ Library families who 
donated books to our  

Hurricane Harvey PJ Book Drive! 
 

Jewish Federation of Reading was able to ship over 
180 books to our friends in Houston! 
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Jeffrey and Adrienne Cardinal are 
grandparents to Elaina Yael Del Bosque 
born July 19 to Lauren and Brandon Del 
Bosque in San Antonio, Texas. Mazel Tov 
to all.

***
Mazel tov to Polina Shull and Lina and 

Alex Eydlin on the birth of daughter and 

granddaughter Izzabelle Sarah.
***

Mazel tov to Naomi and Alex Knoll on 
the birth of their grandchild Jacob Ezra.  
Delighted parents are Avi and Liz Knoll of 
Denver, Colo.

***
Mazel tov to parents Michelle and Mike 

Taylor and grandmother Susan Wilson 
on the birth of son/grandson Lennon.

***
We love good news about members of 

our community! Please share it by emailing 
Marknem@aol.com.

Until next time: Shalom!
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Community News

Lucy  Suzanne  Knoblauch 
Zeidman, 96, Wyomissing.

Surviving are a son, Bruce F., 
husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman, of 
Shillington; a brother, Harry Knoblauch, 
husband of Edith Knoblauch, of Reading; 
a sister, Ruth Balis of Wyomissing; and 
several nieces and nephews.

---
Irene S. Zeidman, 62, Wyomissing.  

She is survived by her brother Bruce 
F., husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman 
of Shillington.

 ---
Robert Berger, 54, Reading.
He was the former spouse of Lea 

Berger, Reading. He is survived by 
two daughters, Molly R. Berger, State 
College, and Bethany S. Berger, 
Reading; and one brother, Dr. Barry M. 
Berger, husband of Kathleen A. Vieweg, 
Boston, Mass.

---
 David Moyer, 85, Reading.
 He is survived by his wife, Marjorie 

L. (Sulman) Moyer.  He is also survived 
by his daughters, Aileen D., widow 
of Neal H. Endy, of Pennside, and E. 
Roxanne, wife of Les Walker, of Batavia 
Ohio; sons, Stan B. , husband of Kristine 
K. Moyer, of Sinking Spring and Jay 
H., husband of Margaret R. Moyer, of 
Muhlenberg Township.  Other survivors 
are grandchildren: Brett A. Endy, Chad 
M. Endy and Elizabeth K. Moyer; and 
great-grandchildren, Carson N., Logan 
C., Ardyn N. and Ava L. Endy

---
Shirley Robinson of B’nai B’rith 

Apartments. Survived by her Friendship 
Circle friends.

 ---
 Louis Malamud, 95, formerly 

of Temple.  He is survived by a son, 
Mitchel, husband of Laura Malamud, 
of Las Vegas; grandchildren Barry 
husband of Johna Malamud, Deborah 
Babbit-Malamud and Sheri Malamud; 
and great-grandchildren: Jessy Babbit, 
Carly Malmud and Ian Malamud.

Obituaries

By Joan G. Friedman
Congratulations to Korey Blanck  

and to Edith Blanck on the birth of 
their new granddaughter  and great-
granddaughter!

 ***
Mazel Tov to the Bluestone Family: 

To David and Marianna on their new 
daughter and to grandparents Eric and 
Marissa.

  ***
Congratulations to Charles and 

Brenda Diamond on the engagement 
of their son Brett and to grandfather Al 
Diamond.

***
Mazel Tov to Rosalind Hyman and 

her daughter, Attorney.Cathy Hyman 

Badal, who has received the honor of 
being chosen as the Child Advocate of 
the Year for the State of Pennsylvania.

***
Best wishes to our Berks County 

athletes competing in the 2010 Maccabi 
Games:

Emily & Jared Baksic, swimming
Andrew Blickle, basketball
Matthew Eisenberg, swimming
Hannah and Alexis Glassmire, 

swimming
Brandon Missan, soccer

Until next time: Shalom!
[Email all your simcha news to joan@

friedman.net]

All Around the Town_________

 I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea!
We hear this again and again from residents of The Highlands.

• People are so friendly.
• There’s so much for me to do.
• I love the independence and

privacy at The Highlands.
• I don’t worry about my future.
• Dining is like a fine restaurant.
• My kids are so glad I’m here.
• I feel like I’m at a resort.
• This was a smart and valuable

financial decision.
• They do things first class.
• I wish I’d moved here sooner.
• I love it here!

Come tour The Highlands.
Find out first hand why it is the best place for

retirement living.

EQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T Y

If you’re exploring options and choices
for your retirement years, be sure to call
us for a tour.  You too can be a part of
this wonderful lifestyle.  We have every-
thing from a studio apartment to gracious
cottages.  We would love to meet you
and answer your questions.

Call for lunch and a tour today.
�10-775-2300

www.thehighlands.org

Shalom Newspaper (Joan Friedman)
5” (2 col.) x 7”

Questions?
Contact Jodi Gibble, Marketing Director

The Highlands at Wyomissing
2000 Cambridge Ave., Wyomissing, PA 19�10

�10-288-3405

You’ve worked hard to accumulate your wealth. 

Trust it to someone who will work even harder to 

grow your assets and provide you with peace of mind 

as you plan for the future. From financial planning and 

investment management to custom credit solutions, 

deposit products and more. Clermont Wealth Strategies 

– personal, focused and highly confidential.

Financial Planning

Custom Credit Solutions

Wealth Preservation & Transfer Services

Comprehensive Investment Management

Bank Deposit & Convenience Products 

Retirement Planning

CLERMONT WEALTH STRATEGIES
A T

1.866.332.8393
clermontwealth.com

Securities and Insurance Products:
Not FDIC-Insured • Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency
No Financial Institution Guarantee • May lose value • Not a deposit

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Images from
Yemin Orde

Area resident and recent college 
graduate Jessica Flamholz sent us 
these pictures from her recent visit 
to Yemin Orde, an Israeli village 
for children and youth supported 

by our Federation. 

KEEP UP WITH THE COMMUNITY
Visit www.readingjewishcommunity.org

Obituaries
Marvin E. Segal, 91, of Wyomissing. 

Marvin worked in the candy business. He 
loved to swim at the JCC and play bridge. 
He is survived by his children Marci and 
Barry, their spouses and his grandchildren 
Lia and Jae-Jae.

---
Carman D. Fisher, 88, formerly 

of Spring Township. Carman was a 
graduate of Mount Penn High School 
and a beaut ic ian for  Randy Rick 
unt i l  her  ret i rement .  She was an 
avid gardener and walker. Carman 
is survived by her brother Shawn 
Shannon and his wife, Marian, of 
Wernersville and her five nephews and 
two nieces.

---
S e y m o u r  M .  B l o o m ,  8 8 ,  o f 

Reading.  Seymour was a graduate 
of Reading High School and Rider 
University, prior to attending Rider 
he served in  the Army and e ight 

years in the Reserve. He was the 
co-owner of Bloom Furniture, and 
after his retirement he went on to 
become the director of the Reading 
Park i ng  Au tho r i t y.  He  was  a l so 
the  p res iden t  o f  the  PA Park ing 
Association, an avid supporter of the 
revitalization of Downtown Reading 
and enjoyed being a longtime member 
of the Downtown Improvement District 
Holiday Parade Committee. Seymour 
is survived by his two daughters, 
Shel ley and her  husband Jeff rey 
Hamsher of Wyomissing and Merryl 
Eisenberg of Sinking Spring, and his 
f ive grandchi ldren and one great-
grandson.

---
M .  H e r b e r t  W a c h s ,  8 0 ,  o f 

Wyomissing. Herb was a graduate 
of  Drexel  Inst i tu te of  Technology 
and earned his Masters and Ph.D in 
mechanical engineering from Lehigh 
Universi ty.  He enjoyed a 32 year 
career with Bel l  Laboratories and 

its successor companies: Western 
Electric, Lucent and AT&T. Herb was 
a member of Reform Congregation 
Oheb Sholom and was a co-chair 
for the Greater Reading Board of 
Cops & Kids that promotes literacy 
for young students in Berks County.  
He is survived by his wife Sue, and 
his chi ldren: Michel le Wachs and 
her husband Irwin Gross, Jonathan 
Wachs and his wife Kathryn and Beth 
Wachs Mortman and her husband 
Howard. Other survivors include his 
six grandchildren.

---
Leon Lonker ,  91,  of  Blandon.  

Leon served in World War I I  and 
worked a t  the  fami ly  res taurant , 
Someplace Special in Shi l l ington.  
He was an avid cyclist, runner and 
squash player and loved l istening 
to  c lass ica l  mus ic  and watch ing 
comedies.  He is  surv ived by h is 
c h i l d e n ,  D a v i d ,  R u t h  a n d  J a c k 
Lonker.

Jewish Food Festival returns to RCOS Nov. 5
The Jewish  Food and Cu l tu ra l 

Fest iva l  re turns for  i ts  17th  year 
Sunday, Nov. 5 from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. 
at Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom, 
555 Warwick Drive, Wyomissing.

All the old favorites will be back, 
including brisket and chicken platters, 
New York -s ty le  de l i  sandwiches , 
bagels and smoked fish, falafel and 
much more.  Get there ear ly for  a 
spectacular select ion of  desserts, 
including our famous Jewish  apple 
cake, which always sells fast, and our 
delicious rugelach. 

O ther  de l i c ious  t rea ts  i nc lude 
blintzes, kugel, knishes and the ever-
popular matzo ball soup. 

Musical performances begin with 
Vick i  Hal ler  Graff  o f  the Reading 
Theater Project singing Jewish sacred 
music at 11 a.m.

The Bel le Tones, a popular tr io 
inspired by the Andrews and McGuire 
Sisters along with other great gir l 
g roups ,  w i l l  per fo rm a t  1 :30  and 
3 p.m. They have earned a great 
following with many performances in 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, New York 
and Maryland.

The women in  the  group have 
p e r f o r m e d  i n  l o c a l  p r o d u c t i o n s , 

reg iona l  thea te rs ,  aboard  c ru i se 
ships, in At lant ic City showrooms, 
on television and in feature f i lms. 
The Belle Tones have been invited to 
perform the national anthem for the 
Philadelphia Phillies and more than 
30 minor league and independent pro 

baseball teams.
There is no admission fee to enjoy 

the entertainment and atmosphere. 
Tickets for breakfast and dinner platters 
are avai lab le for  $13 f rom RCOS 
members or from the synagogue office, 
610-375-6034. Many a la carte items 
are available as well. Attendees are 
welcome to eat in the festive atmosphere 
at RCOS or ask for take-out.

There’s much more to the festival 
than food. It’s all about giving to the  
community and repairing the world.  
Tour the sanctuary with Rabbi Brian 
Michelson. Check out displays on 
Jewish holiday celebrations. 

Finally, the members of the Temple 
are stressing the theme of giving back.

The congregation is encouraging 
those who attend to bring a canned 
good or other nonperishable food item 
to donate to the Greater Berks Food 
Bank.

RCOS also is accepting toi letry 
i t e m s  ( d i s p o s a b l e  r a z o r s ,  t o o t h 
b r u s h e s ,  s h a m p o o s ,  e t c … )  f o r 
Opportunity House. RCOS has been 
a supporter of these types of causes 
from its beginning and is proud to 
encourage others to join in the effort 
at the festival and beyond.

The Belle Tones will be performing at this year’s Jewish 
Food and Cultural Festival at Reform Congregation 

Oheb Sholom.

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks is 

pleased to welcome Paul Staniland, Ph.D., 
son-in-law of Sari and John Incledon, to 
Reading on Tuesday, Nov. 21 for a special 
lecture on conflicts in the Middle East and 
South Asia.

Staniland’s research focuses on political 
violence, international security and state 
formation, and he is the co-director for the 
Program on International Security Policy 
and the Program on Political Violence at 
the University of Chicago, where is also 
an associate professor. His most recent 
book is “Networks of Rebellion: Explaining 
Insurgent Cohesion and Collapse.”

Professor Staniland will be at the JCC 

at 7 p.m. on Tuesday, Nov. 21, to discuss 
the various civil wars and international 
tensions that are rife in the Middle East and 
South Asia, from Syria through Pakistan. 
With varied results the United States has 
been deeply involved in this region and 
Professor Staniland will give an overview 
of the conflicts and their implications for 
American foreign policy.

The lecture is free and open to the 
public. We are requesting RSVPs to Brenda 
(brendas@jfreading.org) or 610-921-0624.

A desser t  recept ion wi l l  fo l low 
Professor Staniland’s lecture. We hope 
to see many of you that evening to learn 
more about conflict and peace prospects 
for the region.

International security expert to speak at JCC
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By Rabbi Yosef Lipsker
Chabad Center of Berks County

On Veterans Day, 
we thank the members 
of the Armed Forces 
f o r  t he i r  ded i ca ted 
service. 

On Memorial Day, 
we show our gratitude 
to those courageous 
men and women who 
m a d e  t h e  u l t i m a t e 
sacrifice while defending our liberties 
and democratic lifestyle. 

On Labor  Day,  we express our 
appreciation to the American workforce, 
the people who keep the wheels of our 
economy turning. 

On other selected days, we pause 
to thank different historic individuals 
who have made valuable contributions 
to our nation.

And then there is Thanksgiving. The 
day when we thank G-d for enabling all 
the above — and for all else He does 
for us.

There is no doubt that this great 
country’s historically unprecedented 
success  and prosper i ty  i s  due to 
the fact  that  i ts  Founding Fathers 
recognized that there is a Supreme 
Being who provides and cares for every 
creature. They understood that since 
G-d sustains and gives life to every 
being, it follows that every being has 
certain “unalienable rights” upon which 
no government can impinge.

These strong morals upon which 
our republ ic was founded express 
themselves to this day in American life. 
Looking at the dollar bill and seeing 
“In God We Trust” is a reassurance 
that, as a people, we still recognize 
and acknowledge the Source of all our 
achievements.

As Jewish citizens of this land, we 
always look to the Torah for a deeper 
perspect ive and addit ional insight. 
What l ight does the Torah shed on 
the wonderful trait of thankfulness? 
There is one particular mitzvah which 
is completely devoted to expressing 
gratitude — the mitzvah of bikkurim 
( D e u t e r o n o m y  2 6 : 1 - 1 2 ) .  D u r i n g 
the Temple era,  every farmer was 
commanded to bring to the Holy Temple 
in Jerusalem the f i rst  f ru i ts which 
ripened in his orchard. There he would 
recite a passage thanking G-d for the 
Land and its bountiful harvest, and 
these fruits were given to the kohanim 
(priests).

While the importance of expressing 
deserved gratitude is self-understood, 
it is difficult to comprehend the special 
s igni f icance of  b ikkur im.  Isn ’ t  the 
Jewish day jam-packed with thank 
you’s? The first words we utter when 
waking in the morning express our 
thanks to G-d for returning our souls 
to our bodies. Thrice daily during the 
course of prayer, we thank G-d for 
everything imaginable. Before and after 
eating, we thank G-d for our food. There 
is even a blessing recited upon exiting 
the restroom, thanking G-d for normal 
bodily function!

With all the thanking which occurs 
on a daily basis, why the need for a 
speci f ic mitzvah to emphasize the 
point? 

The  Lubav i t cher  Rebbe  po in ts 
out one obvious difference between 
bikkurim and all the other ways we thank 
G-d: bikkurim involves more than just 
words — it requires a commitment; the 
gratitude must express itself in deeds. 
Bikkurim implies that our thankfulness 
to G-d cannot remain in the realm of 
emotions, thoughts, or even speech, 
but must also move us to action.

While the mitzvah of bikkurim in its 
plainest sense is not practicable today, 

its lesson is timeless. Our gratitude to 
G-d must express itself in the actions 
of our daily life. Giving back the “first of 

our fruit,” the choicest share of the crop, 
is the only appropriate way to thank G-d 
for giving us all our fruit.

LOCAL CONGREGATIONS AND SERVICE TIMES
KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE (610) 374-1763

Weekly services Saturdays: 9:30 a.m.; Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.
at Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom, 555 Warwick Drive, Wyomissing

REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM (610) 375-6034
Friday, Nov. 3: Shabbat service, 6 p.m. Fridays, Nov. 10 and 24: 7:45 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 11: Sam Brown Bar Mitzvah, 10 a.m.
Friday, Nov. 17: Musical Shabbat, 7 p.m. Saturday, Nov. 18: Tot Shabbat, 10 a.m.

Wednesday, Nov. 22: Interfaith Thanksgiving service, 7 p.m., Wyomissing 
Church of the Brethren

CHABAD CENTER OF BERKS COUNTY (610) 921-0881
Saturday mornings: 9:30 a.m.; Friday evenings: 6:30 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHOMREI HABRITH
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Chabad

Kesher Zion

Reform Congregation

   Oheb Sholom   

The importance of  expressing gratitude

KZ ADULT EDUCATION 
with 

RABBI ABELSON  

555 Warwick Drive 
Wyomissing, PA 19610 
Phone: 610-374-1763 
Email kzsecretary@entermail.net 
Mailing address:  
P.O. Box 14112 Reading, PA 19612 

Kesher Zion Synagogue 

 
The Ethical Life: Jewish Values in an Age of Choice  

The course will have ten sessions beginning  
Thursday, November 2, 2017 and concluding  

Thursday, February 8, 2018  
Time: 11:00a.m. — 1:00p.m. 

Cost: $50.00 

The Ethical Life was developed by the Jewish Theological 
Seminary (JTS) where Rabbi Abelson  received his ordination. 
In the course, we will explore a variety of topics that revolve 
around Judaism's relationship to ethics. Among the topics we 
will explore are: 
 
 Does ethics need God? 
 Ethics and Feminism 
 Fracking 
 Torture and just war 
 End-of-life care 
 Surrogacy 

03.17.18
R E F O R M  C O N G R E G AT I O N

OHE B  SHOLOM

SATURDAY, MARCH 17, 2018
COCKTAILS AT 6:00 PM

DINNER AT 7:00 PM

THIS YEAR’S
RUTH & IRVIN BALIS AWARD

WILL BE PRESENTED TO

SAVE THE DATE

ADRIENNE CARDINAL
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Jewish Federations 

   of North America    

Joint Distribution 
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Meir Panim

The United Nations 2017 “State of 
Food Security and Nutrition in the World” 
report ranked Israel as 19th in food 
security among more than 180 countries. 
The charity organization Meir Panim, 
finding this reality unacceptable, launched 
an urgent crowdfunding campaign in 
response in order to feed as many hungry 
Israelis as possible and found amazing 
success.

“Meir Panim takes a holistic approach to 
helping impoverished Israelis,” said Goldie 
Sternbuch, Director of Overseas Relations 
for Meir Panim. “Though we provide 
vocational training, parenting courses, 
and after-school programs for teens from 
dysfunctional backgrounds, our number one 
priority is feeding the hungry.”

Meir Panim’s crowdfunding campaign 
was launched on Sept. 11 with the goal 
of raising $140,000 in order to provide 
40,000 meals from their five restaurant-
style soup kitchens found throughout 
Israel. With a dollar-for-dollar anonymous 
donor matching funds, the organization 
reached its goal in record time.

Therefore, a bonus round was created, 
raising the goal to $250,000. The final 
sum raised was more than $262,000. 
“People need to eat a nutritious meal 

every day,” continued Sternbuch. “These 
funds will provide hundreds of thousands 
of meals and a bit of food security to 
those whose lives feel very insecure 
each and every day. We cannot thank our 
generous supporters enough for making 
this campaign so successful.”

Meir Panim is able to serve thousands 
of fresh, delicious meals every day at a 
significantly discounted cost due to its 
network of dedicated volunteers and those 
who donate surplus food to the well-known 
organization. Crates of fresh fruits and 
vegetables are delivered daily, and many 
of the volunteers are regulars. Ellen Tilles 
is a daily fixture at Meir Panim’s Jerusalem 
branch. She knows most of Meir Panim’s 

regular patrons and their own personal 
food preferences. “Meir Panim’s soup 
kitchens provide patrons with a bit of 
dignity along with a lot of love and care,” 
she said. “For some, not only is this their 
only meal of the day, but it is also the only 
place they have to be treated like human 
beings.”

The “State of Food Security and 
Nutrition in the World” report defines “food 
security” as “the viability and accessibility 
of food for people in a given country and 
the nation’s ability to prevent hunger on 
a mass scale”. Israel is reported to have 
1.7 million citizens living under the poverty 
line. Two out of five children go to sleep 
hungry and one out of five senior citizens 
choose between medicine or a meal.

“Most people can play a role to ensure 
that Israel’s impoverished citizens have 
food to eat,” Sternbuch said. “Israel 
is a wonderful country that has made 
tremendous advancements over its short 
seven decades of existence. But, we still 
need to meet the UN’s goal of eradicating 
world hunger by 2030. At the very least 
we can try to accomplish this for Israel.”

Meir Panim is supported by local 
dollars through the Jewish Federation of 
Reading’s Israel Now campaign.

Meir Panim launches campaign against hunger in Israel

Computer coding and cyber-security 
are technology skills in high demand in the 
Israeli army as well as Israel’s booming 
start-up technology industry.

The new Integrated Tools (IT) project at 
Yemin Orde Youth Village aims to give at-
risk teens the opportunity to learn and excel 
in these greatly marketable technology skills 
which, in turn, will benefit job prospects 
as they enter the workforce and become 
productive and contributing members of 
Israeli society. Yemin Orde is supported by 
local dollars through the Jewish Federation 
of Reading’s Israel Now campaign.

The Israel Defense Forces’s Elite 
Intelligence Corps partners with Yemin Orde 
Youth Village on this project. Soldiers from 
this special unit visit the Village on a regular 
basis to provide mentoring to the students.
IT is designed for youth who demonstrate 
the academic ability, interest and discipline 
to study hard and take honors-level high 
school classes as well as pursue honors-
level matriculation credentials for higher 
level post-high school education.

The diverse at-risk youth population 
at Yemin Orde presents dynamic and 
challenging educational environments for 
teachers. While some IT students show 
the potential for high-level learning, their 
language skills and cultural differences can 
present barriers to academic advancement. 
“I’ve taught engineers from all over the 
world—America, Africa, Asia and India, 
Australia and New Zealand, but this 
challenge is something that I’ve never faced. 
The kids don’t know the Hebrew language 
and they have a conceptual gap,” said Oz 

Malach. Integrated Tools project director. 
“The youngsters from Russia grew up with 
computers, but those from Ethiopia didn’t, 
so we have to find instructional balance. 
For example, five years ago the child from 
Ethiopia was working as a shepherd there; 
such youngsters don’t know the physical 
world about them because they’ve traveled 
in time from Ethiopia to Israel, and I’m trying 
to teach them the virtual world!”

Commitment to the IT program may seem 
daunting. Participants learn nine hours/day, 
five days/week at Yemin Orde High School. 
Of this time, 18 hours/week are devoted 
to studying computer communications. 
The pupils learn about computer networks 
and routers, firewall security and how to 
respond to cyberattacks, and all computer-
communications protocols (for example, 
TCP/IP and HTTPS).Participating students 
also receive three hours more of added 
classroom instruction in English and three 
hours more of math instruction beyond what 
their classmates receive. They also receive 
private English and math tutoring at Yemin 

Orde’s Learning Center. IT students go 
on field trips to the Israel-based corporate 
offices of eBay, Google and Intel, as well.

The Integrated Tools project was 
launched in the 2015-16 school year. It 
was offered in an abridged one-year format 
to 12th-graders and an abridged two-year 
format to pupils then in 11th grade. In the 
2016-17 school year 68 children participated 
in the Integrated Tools project.

For the 2017-18 school year, Yemin 
Orde plans to utilize IT students and their 
new skills to further projects in other parts 
of the Village. For example, there is a plan 
for a joint venture between IT and Yemin 
Orde’s Eco-Farm whereby the farm’s 
goats will be fitted with GPS monitors 
to collect agricultural data. Students 
participating in the Integrated Tools 
project will build the computer network 
that can support this technology. “We 
foresee the graduates of the Integrated 
Tools project as expert leaders and 
workers in their fields, and as socially 
caring and responsible individuals who 
will pour their knowledge, skills and 
expertise back into their communities 
and the country,” said Malach.

Of course, Malach said, the Village aims to 
prepare all its youth, regardless of academic 
ability, to break the generational chain of 
poverty through education. “We encourage 
them to aspire to gainful professions. In 
this way, we have empowered them,” he 
said. The Integrated Tools project is made 
possible in part by a grant from the Palo Alto 
Networks Foundation, an advised fund of 
Silicon Valley Community Foundation.

Yemin Orde project builds valuable technology skills
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A team of seven aid workers from 
Israeli humanitarian aid organization 
IsraAID are working in evacuation 
centers in California after the worst 
series of blazes in the state’s history. 
Since the fires broke out, 40 people 
have been killed, 5,700 homes and 
businesses destroyed, and 100,000 
people evacuated throughout the Napa 
Valley region.

The Israeli team began work in 
Santa Rosa and helped to coordinate 
and prov ide re l ie f  suppl ies and 
stress management to the affected 
community.

“The situation on the ground is 
overwhelming and the need for both 
physical and emotional support is 
urgent. The loss of lives, houses and 
the news about Camp Newman are 
hard to digest,” said Yotam Politzer, 
co-CEO of IsraAID.

IsraAID,  a  non-governmenta l 
organization that flies out all over the 
world to provide both short and long-

term help in the wake of disasters, 
has a team based in the Bay Area of 
California, which is supported by the 
Koret Foundation.

They  were  “ab le  to  respond 
immediately and work side by side 
with our friends from Congregation 
Shomrei Torah in Santa Rosa, and 
our partners from JFCS (who provided 
much needed mattresses), the San 
Francisco Federation, congregation 
Rodef Sholom, Temple Emanuel 
and Kol Shofar to establish a camp 
for children and families affected by 
the disaster within Shomrei Torah 
compound,” said Politzer. He added 
that IsraAID plans to monitor the long-
term needs of those affected by the 
fires, and provide support during the 
recovery process.

IsraAID has responded to a string 
of natural disasters in recent months, 
sending teams to Puerto Rico, Texas, 
Mexico and Dominica, following the 
recent floods and earthquake.

Israel sends aid to California
in response to series of wildfires

By Tootie Moyer
I  was looking through my old 

columns,  some of  which are 20 
years old. I thought it would be fun to 

highlight the articles that brought me 
the most comments.

The most popular column was 
about my father baking bagels.  Calvin 

Sulman had his bakery behind our 
home on Elm Street in Reading. He 
was the only bagel baker in Berks 
County. At that t ime only Jewish 
people ate bagels, not like today when 
everyone eats them.

The “Castle on the Hill” was the 
second most popular column. That 
was the nickname for our high school 
on 13th Street. We had 39 Jewish 
students in my class of 1941. The boys 
were drafted after graduation for World 
War II, our class of over 1,000 students 
was the largest class ever to graduate 
Reading High.

New York,  New York,  what  a 
wonderful town!  My brother Al and his 
wife, Sylvia, David and me would go 
to New York two or three times a year 
to shop and see a show. On Sunday 
we would go to the East Side to buy 
our “goodies”. Most of the shops were 
owned by Jewish families. Moshes’ 
bakery was very small in size but he 
had the best baked goods. We would 
fill our car trunks with baked goods 
from there and from Gertels bakery.

Another popular column was about 
Penn Street. On Yom Kippur almost 
every Jew walked down Penn Street in 
their new clothes — most of the stores 
were closed because they were owned 
by Jews. It was the “Jewish Easter 
Parade”.

Rudnick’s Deli  on North Ninth 
Street was the best and only place to 
buy corned beef, lox and other Jewish 
foods. Mrs. Rudnick always gave the 

customers a sample of any food they 
wanted to taste.

Carsonia Park was the third most 
popular column. Do you remember the 
Tunnel of Love, Whiz-bang, Merry-go-
round, bumper cars?  We would take a 
trolley from Fifth and Penn to get to the 
park. It only cost a nickel to go and the 
rides were 25 cents.  It was the best 
day of the week every summer.

Here are some one liners that made 
the “best of the best”

• 2 cents bought a Snickers, 
Milky Way or Hershey Bar.

• Women always wore dresses 
everywhere and not slacks.

• We could laugh at ethnic jokes 
and not get beat up.

• We did not know the sex of our 
babies until they were born.

• Music was beautiful and we 
could understand the words.

• We went to Woolworths 5 & 10 
store and never spend over a dime.

• After the candles were lit on 
Chanukah we received a penny.

• Grandmothers were called 
“Bubbie” not nana or grandma.

• The only computers we had 
were in our heads.

• We cou ldn ’ t  take  a  ba th 
because a carp was swimming in our 
tub.

Just sit back and think of all your 
memories, good or bad.  I bet the 
“good” ones outnumber the bad.

Enjoy your memories, and I will see 
you soon.

Do you remember … some of  Tootie Moyer’s greatest hits?

JCC Purim 
Masquerade Party

Saturday, 
March 10, 2018 

Stokesay Castle

Formal Invite to Follow

SAVE 
DATE

the

November �  Cheshvan- Kislev 

Shabbat Candle Lightings 
	  

Torah Portions	  

November 3 
5:40 p.m. 
 

November 4/Cheshvan 15 
Vayeira (Genesis 18:1-22:24) 

November 10 
4:33 p.m. 
 

November 11/Cheshvan 22 
Chayei Sarah (Genesis 23:1-25:18) 

November 17 
4:27 p.m. 
 

November 18/Cheshvan 29 
Toldot (Genesis 25:19-28:9) 

November 24 
4:23 p.m. 
 
 

November 25/Kislev 
Vayeitzei (Genesis 28:10-32:2) 
 

 
 
 

 

	  

	   	  

TotShabbat
Join us next time!
November 18th  at 10:00 am

A musical, story-filled, interactive hour for 
children through grade 2. Bring your family & 
friends to celebrate with Rabbi Michelson 
& stay for a pint-sized oneg of juice, challah, 
fruit, & child-friendly treats!

UPCOMING DATES: 
Dec. 16*, Jan. 13, Feb. 24,  Mar. 10*

Apr. 14, & May 19
Intergenerational Tot Shabbat at The Highlands

Members and non-members are 
invited. No registration is required.  
Tot Shabbat services are held 
Saturday mornings at 10:00 am at 
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom, 
555 Warwick  Drive, Wyomissing 
unless noted.  Please call the 
Temple office with any questions, 
610.375.6034. * 
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Chicago has abundant water, from the 
Chicago River to Lake Michigan. Israel 
is situated in the Middle East, where 
water is a precious commodity. But it is 
water that has brought the city and the 
country together. Chicago Mayer Rahm 
Emanuel signed agreements with Ben-
Gurion University of the Negev and the 
Technion - Israel Institute of Technology 
focusing on water research.

The Technion agreement is with 
Chicago’s “Current,” a platform for 
positioning the Windy City as “a global 
leader in developing and deploying 
technology for the next-generation 
of water infrastructure. Emanuel said 

Chicago wanted to partner with Israeli 
institutions because of the country’s high 
level of expertise in water reclamation, 
recycling, desalination and purification. 

He traveled from the Technion 
in Haifa down to Beersheva, where 
BGU’s Zuckerberg Institute for Water 
Research and Northwestern University’s 
Water Research Center entered into 
a collaboration agreement involving 
student exchanges, post-docs and new 
research projects. “We are bringing 
together the heartland of America with 
the Holy Land,” Emanuel quipped. “We 
are bringing both the Mideast and the 
Midwest together.”

Chicago signs water deal with Israel

Chanukah Shabbat
Family Service & Dinner

REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM

INVITES YOU AND YOUR FAMILY TO A

YOUR CHECK IS YOUR RESERVATION.

CHECK PAYABLE TO RCOS & 

DUE TO TEMPLE OFFICE BY DECEMBER 8TH.

ADULTS $16. CHILDREN 6 & UNDER $10.

MEMBERS AND NON-MEMBERS WELCOME.

BUFFET DINNER INCLUDES CHICKEN, LATKES &

APPLESAUCE, SIDE DISH, DESSERT, & DRINKS. 

VEGETARIAN OPTION AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST

REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM

555 WARWICK DRIVE, WYOMISSING, PA 19610

WE WILL LIGHT THE CANDLES TOGETHER ON THE

BIMAH SO PLEASE BRING YOUR MENORAH FROM HOME

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 15
6:00 SERVICE • 7:00 DINNER

Jewish Agency responds to Mexico quake
Volunteers from the Jewish Agency 

for Israel have mobilized in two Mexican 
communities to help residents recover 
from a major earthquake. At least 96 
people died in the 8.1 magnitude quake 
that struck off the southern Pacific 
coast on Sept. 7. The Mexican states of 
Oaxaca and Chiapas were hardest hit.

The Jewish Agency’s Project TEN 
program, an international development 
program that operates volunteer centers 
in developing areas around the world, 
sent nine volunteers — eight Israeli and 
one British, two doctors and two staff 
members — to work with the Oaxaca 
community.

T h e  v o l u n t e e r s  p a c k e d  a n d 
distributed about 1,000 food parcels, 
c lean water and early chi ldhood 
packages consisting of diapers, milk 
substitutes and other necessities. 
The doctors treated injured residents, 
including many children. Project TEN 
already had a center located in Oaxaca 
opened in 2013.

In the days following the earthquake, 
Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
announced that it would provide aid 
to Oaxaca and Chiapas in conjunction 
with the International Cooperation 
Center of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and the Israeli Embassy in Mexico.
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Children enjoy sukkah building at Home Depot

Name ____________________ 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

r e p u b l i c a n 
k i n g u a n h a k 
f l a g t s l i t p 
v o m p t s s l i m 
o a h q o s t n o u 
t e r w n s t a r t 
e e d e m o c r a t 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 ballot   button   flag            vote 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

republican                democrat             star 

Election Day 
Word Search 

 

Simon Seesengood works on hammering his Sukkah together with the help of his mom Jennifer 
Koosed

Adelaine Woodward shows off her completed Sukkah

Parents and grandparents joined the Sukakh building fun at the Home Depot Hannah Shocket and Alexandra Levin work on their Sukkahs
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Forty-eight percent of parents whose 
children are enrolled in schools in east 
Jerusalem do not want them studying the 
curriculum provided by the Palestinian 
Authority, according to a recent poll 
conducted by the Jerusalem Municipality.

The city, which polled hundreds of 
parents of east Jerusalem students, found 
a sharp decline in parents’ satisfaction 
with the Palestinian curriculum, which is 
used in Arab schools in the east of the 
city, as well as a notable rise in demand 
for the Israeli curriculum. For decades, as 
part of the status quo in the city, students 
in east Jerusalem studied the Jordanian 
curriculum. When the Palestinian 
Authority was established in 1994, its 
leadership had pressured Jordan and the 
residents of east Jerusalem into using 
the PA’s curriculum for students in east 
Jerusalem.

But now more and more residents 
of east Jerusalem are pointing out the 
failures of the Palestinian curriculum and 
expressing a desire to use the Israeli 
curriculum, which is used by Arab public 
schools elsewhere in Israel.

Just before the school year opened 
on Sept. 1, some east Jerusalem parents 
put up posters that read: “Our Arab Israeli 
brothers study the Israeli curriculum and 
they are no less loyal to their people than 
we are. ... We encourage students’ and 
parents’ right to choose. Whoever wants 
to study the Palestinian curriculum will, 
and whoever wants to study the Israeli 
curriculum is fully entitled to do so.”

The poll is backed up by facts on 
the ground. According to the Jerusalem 

Municipal i ty, the number of east 
Jerusalem students who have opted for 
the Israeli curriculum jumped by 20% this 
year, compared to the 2016-2017 school 
year. Moreover, seven years ago, only 
some 300 students in east Jerusalem 
were using the Israeli curriculum, and 
the number now stands at some 5,800.

Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat told 
Israel Hayom that “in recent years, we 
[the Jerusalem Municipality] have been 
leading the Israeli education revolution in 
the east of the city, and for the first time 
are providing tools for [east Jerusalem 
students] to integrate into Israeli society, 
higher education and the workforce.”

“This is an enormous national and 
municipal challenge, meeting the demand 
for the Israeli curriculum in the east of the 
city. Today, we are providing resources 
for some 6,000 of the 50,000 students 
who want it. We are making a big city-
level effort, both on the pedagogical level 
and in terms of infrastructure, to make 
the necessary adjustments and close the 
gap,” Barkat said.

This year, Barkat and head of 
the city’s education division, Aviv 
Keinan, launched an innovative 25 
million shekel ($7.1 million) program 
that will help close the educational 
gaps in east Jerusalem and promote 
a higher level of study. As part of the 
program, all middle schools and high 
schools in east Jerusalem will move 
to an extended school day that will 
include study centers and enrichment 
and supplementary courses that will 
stress life skills and Hebrew language 

study. Hundreds of additional hours of 
enrichment and private tutoring will also 
be added to the program to provide the 
students with specific instruction ahead 
of employment and higher education.

The city will also expand this year the 
activity of kindergartens and elementary 
schools in east Jerusalem and will 
expand after-school programs, which 
currently run in over 130 kindergartens 
and 40 schools. Four new schools and 
79 new classrooms weree also opened 

this school year, including the Ibdaa 
Performing Arts High School in the 
Sheikh Jarrah neighborhood, which 
employs the Israeli curriculum and is 
the third magnet school to open in east 
Jerusalem in recent years. All three are 
in high demand by parents.

“We’re not just talking about a united 
Jerusalem, we’re working to unite the city 
through action and by giving all students 
from all sectors equal opportunities,” 
Barkat said.

Jerusalem Mayor Nir Barkat with students from an arts high school in east Jerusalem
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Many east Jerusalem parents want Israeli school curriculum

Egyptian leader urges Palestinians to unite, co-exist with Israel
Egyptian President Abdel Fattah al-

Sisi urged Palestinians to overcome their 
differences and be ready to co-exist with 
each other and with Israelis in safety and 
security. “I tell the Palestinian people it’s 
extremely important ... to overcome the 
differences and not to lose opportunities 

and to be ready to accept co-existence 
with the other, with Israelis in safety and 
security,” Sisi told the annual U.N. General 
Assembly gathering of world leaders in 
New York, according to a Reuters report.

Following Egyptian-mediated \ talks 
with Palestinian President Mahmoud 

Abbas’ Western-backed Fatah faction, 
Islamist Hamas said it would dissolve 
its “administrative committee” to enable 
Abbas’ administration to retake control in 
the Gaza Strip. Hamas urged Abbas  to 
respond by ending his sanctions on the 
impoverished enclave.

Addressing the Israelis, Sisi said: “We 
have an excellent experience in Egypt 
in peace with you for longer than 40 
years.” “We can repeat this experience 
and this excellent step once again — the 
peace and security of the Israeli citizens 

together with the peace and security 
of the Palestinian citizens,” Sisi told 
the 193-member General Assembly to 
a round of applause. Israel and Egypt 
signed a 1979 treaty that began with 
overtures toward peace in 1977.

Qatar ’s Emir Sheikh Tamim bin 
Hamad al-Thani also appealed for 
the Palestinians “to complete national 
reconciliation and unify positions and 
words in confronting the dangers and 
challenges facing the Palestinian cause 
and the future of the Palestinian people.”
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What  do  you r  eyes  say?  An 
e y e l i d  m o t i o n  m o n i t o r  ( E M M ) 
under advanced development at 
the  Techn ion- Is rae l  Ins t i tu te  o f 
Technology in Haifa can diagnose 
certain diseases.

Not  ye t  commerc ia l i zed ,  the 
device — which attaches to standard 
re f rac t i on  g lasses  used  in  eye 
exams — already has won several 
international awards and was ranked 
in the top 20 in the Texas Instruments 
Innova t ion  Cha l lenge –  Europe 
Design Contest.

O v e r  t h e  p a s t  t w o  y e a r s ,  a 
prototype of the device has been 
used  i n  c l i n i ca l  t r i a l s  a t  Emek 
Medical Center in Afula under the 
d i rec t ion o f  Dr.  Danie l  Br iscoe, 
ophthalmology department head.

The EMM was f irst developed 
by Technion Prof. Levi Schachter 
and doctoral student Adi Hanuka 
in the Technion’s Viterbi Faculty of 
Electrical Engineering.

Hanuka began working on it as 
an undergraduate and continued 
development during her graduate 
studies with the help of a team of 
students.

“Eyelid motion provides us with 
meaningful information about the 
hea l th  o f  a  pa t ien t , ”  exp la ined 
Hanuka. “This motion can indicate 
not  only eye d iseases,  but  a lso 
neu ro log i ca l  d i seases  such  as 
P a r k i n s o n ’ s ,  a n d  a u t o i m m u n e 
diseases such as Grave’s.”

T h e  h a r d w a r e - a n d - s o f t w a r e 
sys tem moni to rs  and in te rpre ts 
eyel id movements based on the 
measurements of approximately 100 
healthy subjects collected in order to 
define normal eyelid motion patterns 

(blinking speed and frequency).
Eyelid motions were analyzed 

using a signal-processing algorithm 
written by students Tal Berkowitz, 
Michal  Spector,  Shir  Laufer and 
Naama Pearl.

T h e  t e a m  f i r s t  e x a m i n e d 
blepharospasm dystonia, a disease 
c h a r a c t e r i z e d  b y  i n v o l u n t a r y 
c o n t r a c t i o n  o f  t h e  m u s c l e s 
responsible for closing the eyes.

T h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  f o u n d  a 
statistically significant quantitative 
re lat ionship between a person’s 
eyel id  pat tern  and the d isease, 
which means that the device could 
be used to diagnose it.

The system was also used to 
examine the effect of Botox injections, 
the conventional treatment for the 
disease, and it was found that within 
15 minutes contractions decrease 
and the blinking pattern begins to 
match that of healthy people.

T h e  r e s e a r c h e r s  a r e  a l s o 
g a t h e r i n g  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t 
other groups,  inc luding pat ients 
wi th  dement ia  and  Park inson ’s 
disease.

“Along with designing the product 
for purposes of commercialization, 
we are working in several directions: 
developing the device as a platform 
for mult id iscipl inary research on 

various topics such as the effect 
of emotions on blinking patterns; 
eyelid communication amongst the 
paralyzed; and automatic diagnosis 
through machine learning and based 
on  a  compute r i zed  compar i son 
between the speci f ic  moni tor ing 
and an extensive database,” said 
Hanuka.

According to the researchers, the 
device has the potential to diagnose 
every disease that is expressed 
neu ro log i ca l l y,  such  as  p tos i s , 
thyroid eye disease, Parkinson’s 
disease, myasthenia gravis,  and 
th i rd  and seventh cran ia l  nerve 
palsy.

Dr. Oz Levinkron, seated, of the Technion Faculty of Medicine, wears the device that can diagnose diseases based on eyelid motion. 
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How your eyelids move is a clue to diagnosing disease

I s r a e l i  o p h t h a l m i c  m e d i c a l 
devices startup CorNeat Vision has 
announced that it has completed the 
design and development stage of its 
artif icial cornea implant (CorNeat 
KPro  /  Kera topros thes is )  — an 
associated implantat ion tool and 
dedicated manufacturing process.

F o l l o w i n g  s u c c e s s f u l  t r i a l s 
i n  rabb i ts ,  the  Ra ’anana based 
c o m p a n y  i s  i n i t i a t i n g  f o r m a l 
biocompatibi l i ty and safety tests 
toward first implantation in humans 
by mid-2018.

The solution recently was unveiled 
to ophthalmic professionals at the 
XXXV European Society of Cataract 
and Refractive Surgeons Congress 
(ESCRS) in Lisbon, Portugal.

T h e  C o r N e a t  K P r o  i m p l a n t 
i s  a  p a t e n t - p e n d i n g  s y n t h e t i c 
cornea that uti l izes advanced cell 
technology to integrate art i f ic ia l 
optics within resident ocular tissue.

The CorNeat KPro is produced 
u s i n g  n a n o s c a l e  c h e m i c a l 
engineering that stimulates cellular 
growth. Unlike previous devices, 
which attempted to integrate optics 
into the native cornea, the CorNeat 
KPro  leverages a  v i r tua l  space 
under the conjunctiva that is rich 
w i th  f i b rob las t  ce l l s  tha t  hea ls 
quickly and provides robust long-
term integration.

C o m b i n e d  w i t h  a  n o v e l  a n d 
s i m p l e  3 0 - m i n u t e  s u r g i c a l 
p r o c e d u r e ,  t h e  C o r N e a t  K P r o 
prov ides  an  es the t i c ,  e f f i c ien t , 
sca lab le  remedy fo r  mi l l ions  o f 
people with cornea-related visual 
impai rments and is  far  super ior 
to  any  ava i lab le  b io log ica l  and 
synthetic alternatives.

CorNet Vision CEO and VP R&D 
A lmog A ley -Raz  sa id ,  “Cornea l 
pathology is the second leading 
cause of blindness worldwide with 
20-30 mill ion patients in need of a 
remedy and around 2 mill ion new 
cases /year.  Though a  pro found 
cause of  d istress and disabi l i ty, 
existing solutions, such as corneal 
t ransp lanta t ion,  are  car r ied out 
on l y  abou t  200 ,000  t imes /yea r 
worldwide. There exists an urgent 
need for an efficient, long-lasting 
and affordable solution to corneal 
pathology,  in jury and bl indness, 
which would alleviate the suffering 
and disability of millions of people.”

“ W e  a r e  e n t e r i n g  t h e  n e x t 
p h a s e  w i t h  g r e a t  c o n f i d e n c e 
tha t  CorNeat  KPro wi l l  address 
corneal  b l indness just  l ike IOLs 
( I n t r a  Ocu la r  Lens )  add ressed 
cataract ” ,  commented Dr.  Gi lad 
L i t v i n ,  C o r N e a t  V i s i o n ’s  C h i e f 
Medical Officer and founder and the 
CorNeat KPro inventor. “Our novel 
IP, now cleared by the European 
P a t e n t  O f f i c e ,  e n s u r e s  l o n g -
term retention, robust integration 
i n t o  t he  eye  and  an  ope ra t i on 
that  is  s ign i f icant ly  shor ter  and 
simpler than Keratoplasty (Corneal 
transplantation). “

The innovative approach behind 
CorNeat KPro coupled by the team’s 
execution abil ity present a unique 
opportunity to finally address the 
global corneal blindness challenge”, 
added Prof. Ehud Assia., head of 
the ophthalmic department at the 
Meir Hospital in Kfar Saba, Israel, 
a  s e r i a l  o p h t h a l m i c  i n n o v a t o r, 
and a member of CorNeat Vision 
scientif ic advisory board.

Israeli company unveils artificial cornea 
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Fol lowing cr i t ic ism by Turkish 
President Recep Tayyip Erdogan 
over Israel’s support for the Kurds, 
Reg iona l  Coope ra t i on  M in i s te r 
Tzach i  Hanegb i  v is i ted  Kurd ish 
children who were receiving medical 
treatment in Israel. During a visit to 
Holon’s Wolfson Medical Center, the 
base for the Save a Child’s Heart 
program that performs congenital 
heart surgery on needy children from 
abroad, Hanegbi said: “Israel is the 
greatest defender of human rights.”

The minister was accompanied by 
ministry director-general Dr. Joseph 
Dreznin and leading Save A Child’s 
Heart benefactor Sylvan Adams. 
Af ter  be ing greeted by Wol fson 
d o c t o r s ,  H a n e g b i  a n d  D r e z n i n 
toured the pediatric wards and met 
w i th  ch i ld ren f rom Afghan is tan, 
Togo, Zanzibar and the Palestinian 
Authority as well as from Kurdistan 
in Iraq.

Hanegbi said he was impressed 
by the const ruct ion work at  the 
chi ldren’s hospi tal  and the work 
being carried out by the International 
Center for Pediatric Cardiothoracic 
Su rge ry  a t  Wo l f son .  Hanegb i ’s 

ministry is participating in the funding 
o f  t he  bu i l d i ng .  The  ch i l d ren ’s 
hospital wil l  significantly improve 
the t reatment condi t ions for  the 
children of Holon, Bat Yam, south 
Tel Aviv and Jaffa, he said. It will 
also enable the Save a Child’s Heart 
organizat ion to save many other 
children from around the world, he 
added.

To date, the ministry has funded 
the lifesaving treatment of about 500 
children with heart diseases from 
Iraq, the Palestinian Authority, Syria 
and Jordan.“Israel is committed to 
the sanctity of human life wherever 
it is, and its aspiration to shape a 
better Middle East that promotes 
solidarity, concern for others and 
partnership across borders is clearly 
expressed in the Wolfson project,” 
Hanegbi said.

When the Kurdish independence 
issue was recent ly d iscussed in 
the Cabinet, Hanegbi said: “While 
there are those who criticize Israel’s 
activity, reality proves that the State 
of Israel is the greatest defender of 
human rights and the principle of 
equality and will continue its efforts 

to assist them.”
Over  the  years ,  doc to rs  and 

nurses  vo lun teer ing  fo r  Save a 
Child’s Heart  have treated more 
than 4,400 chi ldren f rom Afr ica, 

South America, Europe, Asia and the 
Middle East. They have also trained 
more than 100 medical workers in 
those countries, allowing them to 
save many other children.

Israel saves Kurdish children with heart disease

Minister for Regional Cooperation Tzahi Hanegbi visits Kurdish chilcren receiving medical treatment 
in Israel

The U.S. Army will install the Israeli 
Trophy active protection system on 
at least some M1A2 Abrams tanks in 
response to an urgent request. The 
service is still in the process of deciding 
whether or not to widely deploy the 
self-defense equipment, which it has 
been testing in response to concerns 
about a variety of threats, including 
Russian aggression in Europe and the 
proliferation of guided anti-tank missiles 
among insurgent and terrorist groups.

The Pentagon reported that the 
Army had hired General Dynamics 
Land Systems to add the system to an 
unspecified number of tanks.

Trophy, a joint development between 
Israeli state-owned defense contractors 
Rafael and the Elta Group division of 
Israel Aircraft Industries, is a so-called 
“hard kill” active protection system for 
tanks and other armored vehicles. It 
combines a radar with launchers that 
shoot a burst of metal pellets, akin to a 
large shotgun, to destroy incoming anti-
tank rockets and missiles. Israel declared 
the system operational  in 2009 and 
first successfully intercepted a hostile 
projectile two years later. According to 
the Israel Defense Forces and Rafael, 
no Merkavas tanks suffered damage 
during the Israeli intervention into Gaza 

in 2014, thanks in no small part to Trophy, 
which experienced no false alarms or 
misfires during the approximately three 
week long ground operation. The tank 
protection system employs a radar to 
detect incoming projectiles.

U.S.  troops in Europe are part of a 
mission to reassure allies in the face of 
the Kremlin’s revanchist foreign policy. 
Though there is no immediate prospect 
of a direct conflict between the United 

States and Russia, the Trophy system is 
part of a number of U.S. military initiatives 
intended to demonstrate a credible 
deterrent against both the Kremlin’s 
improving conventional military forces 
and hybrid warfighting style. After more 
than a decade battling terrorists and 
other militants, the Army in particular has 
become increasingly concerned it has a 
limited capability to respond to this type 
of threat. 

U.S. Army buys Israeli system to defend tanks



November 2017 SHALOM Page 17May 2010 Shalom Page 10

Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10













Continued from Page 5
silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County
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Contributions as of Oct. 20
Lakin Holocause Library & Resource Center
Get well/speedy recovery:

Esther Bratt – Rosalye, Linda and Kim Yashek, Louise Zeidman, Ellen and Don 
Abramson

In memory of:
Marvin Segal – Ruth Isenberg
Herb Wachs – Alan and Margie Leisawitz

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Recognizing and supporting the fine work being done by JFS on behalf of 
the seniors in Reading – Bob and Sheila Spector

Get well/speedy recovery
Esther Bratt – Al and Betsy Katz
Julian Syret – Cheryl and Eric Farber

In memory of:
Seymour Bloom – Ruth Isenberg; Friedman family – Joanie, Irwin, Bob, 

Cindy, Marcy and Jeff
Herb Wachs – Cheryl and Eric Farber, Jim and Jackye Barrer, Ellen and 

Don Abramson, Andy and Corinne Wernick, Sid and Esther Bratt, Sue and 
Mel Blum, Sharon and Julian Syret, Linda and Mickey Roeberg

Muriel Levitt (Sharon Berman’s mother) – Ellen and Don Abramson

Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In honor of:

Birth of Janet and Bernard Kaplan’s great-grandson – Rob and Yvonne 
Opppenheimer

In honor of:
Marvin Segal – Harriet Baskin
Seymour Bloom – Debbie Goodman, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Rob and 

Yvonne Oppenheimer, Jack Linton
Herb Wachs – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Sue B. Viener Memorial Fund - PJ Library
In memory of:

Herb Wachs – George Viener

Friendship Circle Fund
In honor of:

Marriage of Carole and Mike Robinson’s son Drew – Glenn and Gaye 
Corbin

Birth of Naomi and Alex Knoll’s new grandson – Glenn and Gaye Corbin
Birth of Arlene and Irv Ehrlich’s new granddaughter – Glenn and Gaye 

Corbin
Rabbi Matthew Abelson’s engagement – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Get well/speedy recovery:
Julian Syret – Glenn and Gaye Corbin
Betsy Katz – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

In memory of:
Seymour Bloom – Elaine Safir

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  $10
Jewish Family Service    $10
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    $10
JFS Food Bank     $25
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   $25
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
Doris Levin Fund     $10
PJ Library Fund     $10
Harry & Rose Sack Fund    $10
Evelyn Thompson Fund    $10

Israeli-Arab couple welcomes all in Sukkah of  Hope
Israel21.com

The s ign  reads “sukkah w i th 
hope” in Arabic and Hebrew. Photo 
courtesy of the Bakly family

Dentists Khalil and Reem Bakly, 
a young Arab-Israeli couple in Upper 
Nazare th ,  bu i l t  a  9 -by -3 -me te r 
sukkah on their deck and invited 
the  genera l  pub l i c  to  come fo r 
kosher and Arab cuisine, prayer, live 
music and discussions on the three 
intermediate days of  the Sukkot 
hol iday,  Oct .  8-10.  Cal l ing thei r 
unusual construction the Sukkah of 
Hope, the Baklys issued an invitation 
in Arabic and Hebrew. “We believe 
that respect is mutual, that listening 
and understanding are the basis for 
a shared existence,” they wrote.

Why  wou ld  a  Mus l im  coup le 
build a sukkah, a temporary outdoor 
booth, in keeping with the biblical 
commandment to celebrate the week-
long Jewish Feast of Tabernacles? 
Dr. Khalil Bakly, 45, says most of 
the patients and professional staff 
in both his Netanya and Nazareth 
offices are Jewish, and he had long 
admired the concept  o f  Sukkot . 
“Towards the Sukkot holiday we are 
used to masses of Israeli people 
celebrating this feast by building a 
sukkah,” he explains. “The sukkah 
comes to symbolize that materialism 
is not a principal issue, and therefore 
we are not measured by the strength 
of the walls in our houses, but rather 
by the strength of our hearts.”

Real iz ing that his Jewish and 
h i s  A r a b  a c q u a i n t a n c e s  r a r e l y 
have an opportunity to meet one 
another  and may be hesi tant  to 
do so, he and his wife decided to 
provide such an opportunity. Reem 
Bakly, a maxil lofacial surgeon at 
Haifa’s Carmel Medical Center, is 
on maternity leave after giving birth 
to the couple’s third child in August. 

The Bak lys  p laced ads in  loca l 
newspapers in Netanya and Upper 
Nazareth and asked Bakly’s Netanya 
office manager, an Orthodox Jew, 
t o  ove rsee  the  cons t ruc t i on  o f 
the sukkah to assure it was built 
according to regulation. About two 
dozen Arab and Jewish friends and 
staff members volunteered to help. 
The Baklys a lso h i red caterers, 
decorators and designers.

Trad i t iona l  Arab and catered 
kosher food were abundant in the 
Baklys’ sukkah in Upper Nazareth 
“We didn’t do a head count of guests,” 
Bakly tells ISRAEL21c, “but the chef 
who prepared the food estimated 
that  we had between 1,200 and 
1,500 over the course of the three 
days. Many were from Netanya and 
Upper Nazareth, and we had visitors 

from all over Israel — Jerusalem, 
Rishon  LeZ ion ,  Rehovo t ,  Ness 
Ziona, Haifa, Tivon – who heard me 
interviewed in the media and decided 
to come and see what we’re doing. 
”The “open sukkah” event included 
open dialogue sessions on topics 
Bakly set ahead of time, including 
educat ion,  women’s  issues and 
health. “Over more than 20 years 
as a dentist in both communities I 
see every day that we have a lot 
of social problems in common as 
cit izens of Israel, and I think it ’s 
the right place and the right time 
to put our hands together to solve 
them,” he said.  Authors,  actors, 
attorneys, physicians, journalists 
and educators  were  among the 
guests  and d iscuss ion  leaders . 
Upper Nazareth’s Jewish mayor, 

two Arab deputy mayors and other 
municipal officials of both faiths sat 
together in the sukkah on Oct. 8.

 “A l l  t he  re l i g i ons  command 
people to love each other and respect 
each other from the heart. What is 
impor tant  is  that  we’ re human,” 
says Bakly. “I have Christian and 
Jewish friends and we all respect 
one another. We should look at what 
each does to help his community, 
not his religion or where he comes 
from or the color of his skin.” The 
Baklys plan to build their sukkah 
again next year. “I hope when I build 
it I will have more people to help 
me and stand with me and I hope 
the municipal i ty wil l  partner with 
me,” said Khali l  Bakly. “I believe 
there is nothing l ike a sukkah to 
accommodate everyone.”
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Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks 
Maimonides Society 

invites you to an evening with 
Professor Kobi George 
Dr. Carlos Gruzman 

Kaplan Medical Center - Rehovot, Israel 
  

Hi-Tech Medical Innovations in Israel 
Wednesday, November 8 

7 p.m. 
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom 

555 Warwick Dr. Wyomissing 
 
 

 
Please join us to learn about Kaplan's innovative developments in 
medical technology and the potential partnerships with our local 

medical community to enhance advances in care. 
 

Dr. Kobi George is the Director of the Heart Institute, Kaplan Medical Center, 
Rehovot, Israel. He'll share the latest hi-tech medical innovations performed on 

cardiac patients in Israel. He will also explore the vision of Israeli future 
advancements in heart care with plans for the largest hi-tech cardiac center in the 

Middle East. 
 

Dr. Carols Gruzman, CEO Kaplan Medical Center, will provide an overview of 
health innovations in Israel and touch upon Israel's achievements in Global 

Medical Rescue. 
 

Dr. George is the recipient of the Israeli Cardiology Society Kellerman Prize, the 
Zigler Prize of Technion, and the Yosefa and Leonid Alschwant Prize for research 

in the field of immunology of ateriosclerosis. 
 

RSVP by November 3, 2017 
610-921-0624 or info@jfreading.org 

Light Refreshments Served. 
 

MAIMONIDES SOCIETY MEMBERS 

David Sacks, Chair 

  

James Barrer / David Bluestone / Ivan Bub /Paul Chwiecko / C.Harold Cohn / Stuart 
Cohn / Glenn Corbin / Jeffrey Driben / Irving Ehrlich / Tatyana Erlikh / Marc Filstein / 
Jeffrey Frank / David Goldberg/ Lawrence Gross / Neil Hoffman / Mel Horwith / Martin 
Jacobson / Michael Karchevsky / Michael Kastenbaum / Gary Lattin / Elliott Leisawitz / 

Alan Levine / Lisa Levine / Meir Mazuz / Paul Mintz / Paul Mitnick / Phyllis Murr / 
Michael Perilstein / Gordon Perlmutter / Lee Pittsburg / Frank Politzer / Philip Pomerantz 
/ Lee Radosh / Larry Rotenberg / Peter Schwartz / Richard Small / Adam Spiegel / Ruth 

Spillerman / Andrew Waxler / Emanuel Wittels 


