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JFNA condemns synagogue attack
that killed five men in Jerusalem
In response to the horrific Nov. 18
attack on a synagogue in Jerusalem,
where Palestinian terrorists killed four
Jewish worshippers and a police officer,
The Jewish Federations of North America
called on the global community to
join in condemning those responsible.
President and CEO Jerry Silverman and
Michael Siegal, Chair of the Board of
Trustees, issued the following statement:
“The Jewish Federations of North
America is shocked by the horrific attack
on innocent worshippers that took place
in Jerusalem. We send condolences to
the families of the victims and wish a
speedy recovery to the injured.”
Siegal and Silverman called the attack
a despicable and reprehensible act of
terrorism, one made particularly horrific
by the location of the attack. Some of the
victims were wearing tallitot and tefillin at
the time of the attack.
“The recent wave of Palestinian terror
attacks and acts of violence in Israel is
outrageous and completely unacceptable,
but this attack on innocent people praying
in a synagogue is incomprehensible. We
call on the entire global community to
join us in condemning this attack in the
strongest possible terms, immediately

Obituaries
Rose (Watson) Brown, 93, of
Reading. Rose was born in Oxfordshire,
England. She is survived by her son Jeff
Brown of Reading.
--Norma C. (Taksa) Dashe, 95, of
Connecticut, formerly of Reading.
Norma was active in the Reading School
District, the Visiting Nurses Association,
and President of Hadassah. She is
survived by her son, Murray Dashe and
his wife, Robin, of California, and her
daughter Eve and her husband Alan
of Connecticut. She is also survived
by her four grandchildren, three great-

December 2014

New paintings by Marilyn J. Fox

and unconditionally.”
USA Today reported that four of the
dead were rabbis and one was a police
officer who died of his wounds hours after
the attack. Three of the rabbis were born
in the United States, and the fourth was
born in England, though all held dual
Israeli citizenship.
The U.S.-born victims were identified
as Moshe Twersky, 59, Aryeh Kupinsky,
43, and Kalman Levine, 55. The Israeli
Foreign Ministry said the British man was
Avraham Goldberg, 68, who immigrated
to Israel in 1993, the newspaper reported.
The fifth victim was identified by the
Jerusalem Post as police officer Zidan
Saif, 30. He leaves behind a 4-monthold child.
Jewish Federation of Reading
President William D. Franklin urged
the local community to show support
for Israeli loved ones in the wake of the
attack.
“It’s important and meaningful to
let your Israeli family and friends know
that we mourn with them and care,” he
wrote in an email to the community.
Please call or e-mail them to let them
know that we stand with them and pray
for peace.”
grandchildren and a brother, Jack Taksa
of Seattle.
--Alexander Abramowicz, 86 of
Reading. Alexander was born in
Berlin, Germany and came to the
U.S. in 1950. He served in the U.S.
Army and was a recipient of a Purple
Heart. He is survived by a son,
Steven Abramowicz and his wife,
Marilyn, of Royersford, his daughter,
Rebecca Martin and her husband,
Kenneth, of Muhlenberg Township,
his other daughter Corinne Balestrier
and her husband, Anthony Laino, of
Shillington. He is also survived by 10
grandchildren.

“Commit Yourself to Lifelong
Learning. The Most Valuable
Asset You’ll Ever Have is Your
Mind and What You Put Into It.”
– Brian Tracy

Our residents agree. That’s why we’re proud to announce that
The Highlands has started an exciting new partnership with
Alvernia that allows our residents to attend free Seniors College
courses at the University. And for those who don’t want to travel,
select courses are offered on The Highlands’ campus!

Artist Marilyn J. Fox took part in a reception at the JCC Nov. 6 to mark the opening of an exhibit of her new
paintings. Her artworks are on exhibit until Dec. 29 during regular JCC hours.

SNAP.
TAP.
PLAY.

Lifelong Learning . . .
It’s just one more way The Highlands is redefining retirement living!
JUST SHOOT A CHECK WITH YOUR

SMARTPHONE, SEND IT, AND WE’LL DEPOSIT IT.
BANK LESS. PLAY MORE.

JUST VISIT FULTONBANK.COM TODAY.

Call today to learn more!
610-775-2300 • www.thehighlands.org
2000 Cambridge Ave • Wyomissing, PA
A member of Reading Health System

1.800.FULTON.4
fultonbank.com

Fulton Bank, N.A. Member FDIC. Member of the Fulton Financial Family.
Requires Online Banking and download of Mobile and Tablet Banking app.
Message and data rates may apply.
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By
Alvin Katz
Chairman
From the President’s Desk
I want to take this
time to wish all of you a
very Happy and Sweet
New Year.
we enter
into the
ByAs
William
D. Franklin
New
Year, we reflect
President
o n Shalom.
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h a vby
e
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o u r C a m p a this
i g n past
’15
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and whatDr.
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co-chairs,
Meir lie ahead for us
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coming
year. Your
and
Mazuz,
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successfully
kicked
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speakers
thisCampaign
past year. We have attended
our 2015
to
those less
fortunate,
maintained our state
several
weeks
ago with
certiﬁed  
Nursery  
School.   We   completed  
a Leadership
Dinner
aatvery
successful
Gratz College program
RCOS.
Our theme
for
our teenagers
is “One
People -and
Onea wonderful senior
program.
Jewish
Family Service
has
Heart —Our
From
Strengths
to Needs,”
again done a wonderful job helping those

in need. Providing food, assistanceSHALOM
with visit, among other sites, Yemin Orde, and
expenses and many other aspects of getting Meir Panim, which we support through
those less fortunate back on their feet. your contributions. Yemin Orde is a youth
Our  ﬁnance  committee  has  been  working   village in the Carmel mountains near Haifa
overtime ensuring that our funds are well which caters to youth in need, providing
cared and accounted for. I also want to them with shelter, emotional support and
recognize
Tammy
entire an
excellent
education.
Meir Panim
is, for
and our goal
is toMitgang
continueand
theher
Reading
over
50 percent.
Kol HaKvod!!
Bravo!!
Federation/JCC
staff admirable
who work record
tirelessly
lack of a better
description,
to
Jewish community’s
of the Federation
campaigns
aresimilar
not just
for
you.
would money.
call a soup
kitchen
but with
supporting
Jews and non-Jews here in what
aboutweraising
Funds
raised
are
As we
enter the
New Year,
I am happy
to aa different
Hereworking
those in need
can
Berks
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across
the U.S.,
in Israel
means concept.
to an end,
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that
weworld.
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to them,
not
and around
the
leading
to thethat
future
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a sense
this R
month
style Being
as hereJewish
in the States,
so that
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we are always
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the numbers
participating, they
like they are getting a handout.
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joined
Jewish communities
partdon’t
of a feel
family.
this
should
be world
a very raising
worthwhile
Mission.
Meir Panim
serves
around
the
money
to In addition,
Please share
your ideas
andthousands
concerns
They
will be
visiting
many
and physical
meeting of
schoolchildren
throughout
support
Israel’s
effort
tosites
rebuild
sohot
thatmeals
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a strong, sustainable
with
some and
well-known
names
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a Goodwill-like
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restore the
well-being
of Israel
future.and
Wemaintains
have in our
communityfacility
many
politics
military.
feel certain
thatweeks
many to
help furnish
clothing
and furniture
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living
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Within
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that may
be of
ifmore
not all
of$50
them
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with aand
better
need. For
both of these
and
than
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our in
interest.
In November
Dr.organizations
David Leisawitz
understanding
of Israel our
andtarget
its position
in Jews
the worldof
who
your
community exceeded
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on the “Evocation
thereceive
Lost World
the world and the Middle East. They will support, I thank you.

DON’T MISS OUT
Page 3
Be sure to pick up the October
Berks County Living
magazine featuring a special
supplement produced by the
Jewish Federation of Reading.

Working together to strengthen our community

of the Roman Ghetto.” It disturbed me to be
reminded
of the
manytocenturies
we were
Special
thanks
Campaign
forced to live in ghettos. The freedom to live
Co-Chairs Howard & Victoria
wherever we wish is a wonderful blessing.
Hafetz forit presents
spearheading
the
The challenge
is how to
remain
project,
which
raised
$19,200
for
connected. Creating portals into our Jewish
community,
with all
richness,
is aaprimary
Federation!
SeeitsPage
7 for
list
goal. of
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is
a
strong
conduit
through
advertisers and patrons.
which individual lives can be enriched.
Together
actualize
theand
words
Look
for itwe
atcan
local
retailers
of the Talmud, “Kol Yisrael arevim zeh
libraries and at the Berks Encore
la-zeh” – all Israel is responsible one for
Senior Expo Oct. 23 at BodyZone.
another.”

The bottle is half full

From the President’s Desk

Being Alma

By Larry Rotenberg
Chairman
By Tammy
J u s t K.a Mitgang
bout
President
everyone knows the
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story
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In this
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I must
family
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friends.
And
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improve  
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world  
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and
around
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world.
When
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than
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President Tammy Mitgang and Federation
leadership, the Reading mission is co-

Uncertainty!

delicious. The Temple volunteers were
most friendly. Rabbi Michelson and his
East
her, and
she knew
wholetroubled
family labored
together
with allthat
the
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at went
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later we
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not
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efforts
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money
and
resettle
Soviet
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in
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Schwartz, conducted the service. Her
community.
Instead,
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how
toddler little boy was taking a nap while all
thrilled
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to meet
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and
this wasshe
going
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added
a warm,
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Sharanksy  
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refuseniks  
who  
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family feeling to the whole process. Those
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present could only smile as the little boy
helped
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and
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a global
lay sleeping,
while
hislater
mother,
a charming
movement
to
free
Soviet
Jewry.
Between
and spiritual young woman, led us through
1990
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Federation’s
Operation
the Maariv.
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the
Exodus
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nationally
$1
Kristallnacht Service at Christ raised
Episcopal
billion
to
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rescue
and
resettle
more
Church in Reading, where both Rabbis
than
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Soviet Jews
in Israel and
Michelson
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and
North
America.
PS
–
Alma
marched
with
where Mara Winn acted as the Cantor.
others in our community on the National
Mall in Washington during one of the
largest marches in American history. That
rally would become a turning point in this
had stayed on the ground, I would
movement.
notShe
have
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to get
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all
the
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that
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the
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W h eAmerica’s
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t h the
is?
of North
Well, 70 percent of us will die
without having made out a will. Most
of us plan to do that someday. After
all — there’s still time, isn’t there!
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chaired
by might
Michaelcome
and Susan
Fromm and
the end
unexpectedly.
Victor
and
Dena
Hammel.
In
addition
You might not get warning
— so toif
Mitgang,
Jayne
Kleinman,
Cultural
Center
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you
program
director
and
Mark
Goldstein,
might die without one. And when
Executive
Director State
of Jewish
Federation
of
that happens,
law,
not you,
the
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Valley
will
staff
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determines where your assets will
go.R a b b i B r i a n M i c h e l s o n f r o m
Congregation Oheb Sholom and Rabbi
Yosef Lipsker, Chabad-Lubavitch of

Well over 100 people, both Jews and
Christians, were part of a very dignified
ground  
in  E
—  the  
Jewish  
Agency  
memorial
tothiopia  
that terrible
event
in 1938.
for Israel
and
the
American
Jewish
Joint
And what about Chabad? As long
as
Distribution  Committee  (JDC)  —  feared  
we have Rabbi Yosef Lipsker and his wife,
for
the Ethiopian
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Chanah,
Orthodox Jewish
Yiddishket
will remain
safety
when
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forces
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Sukkot my
to
Mengistu
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wifeoverrun
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with many
others, came
Commmunist
government.
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What
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theone
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Themost
food
dramatic
rescue
operations
in
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was delicious, and the whole experience
history.
Overspecial
34 hours
minutes,
was made
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thefour
charisma
of
34
Israeli
cargo
and
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planes
this young rabbi and his charming
wife.
worked
around
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airlifting
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who
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to
Israel
spiritual leaders at Caron, from
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over
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having
young people
from that
rehab
facility,
who,
heard
MK Sholomo
Molla’s
incredible
while recovering,
want
to continue
somelife
of
story
that
he
credits
to
the
work
of the
their traditions. And listening to the rabbi’s
Federation
system that
his life.
occasional interaction
withsaved
his children
in
(see
page
5)
Yiddish, reminds me of my own childhood,
Alma
sharedwas
her excitement
and pride
where
Yiddish
the “Mammeloshon”,
that
helped
to
raise
nearly
$1
million
the mother tongue.
locally
toward
the
capital
campaign
that
And then we have the Federation,
would
build
the
U.S.
Holocaust
Memorial
the umbrella organization for the Jewish
Museum in Washington, America’s
national institution for the documentation,
study and interpretation of Holocaust
history.  She  reﬂected  on  the  mixture  of  
If youand
have
children,
raindrops
tearssmall
that fell
the night do
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want
their
future
(after
youfrom
are
its dedication as she, Ed and others
gone)
to be donned
uncertain?
Of course
our
community
their construction
not!
You
may
be
young,
if you
hats and toured the vast andbut
important
want
their
guardian
to
be
a
specific
structure.
p e At
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n , y in
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need
t o d ethe
s i gJCC’s
nate
County,
that
in
your
will.
If
you
(and
your
Lakin Early Education Center preschool
children) are older, you may have
accumulated substantial assets.
To m a k e s u r e a n y o f t h e m t h a t
are not covered by a beneficiary
designation (see last month’s
Berks
County
be joining
the group
Shalom)
go will
where
you want
them
on
the
mission.
to go, you need to stipulate that in
Thewill.
Reading
Jewish
community
has
your
So it’s
a really
good idea
beneﬁted  
f
rom  
t
eaming  
w
ith  
t
he  
s
easoned  
to stop putting it off and contact an
mission-goers
attorney now!from the Allentown area
andAnd
Lehigh
Federation’s
as Valley
you are
preparing “wellyour
oiled”
mission
process.
will, please keep the Federation
“Mark Goldstein and his staff have
created over the years a network of
resources and processes that have
beneﬁted   our   community   —   newbies,  
if you will, when it comes to mission
planning. And, we are neighbors. The
mission project is just the start of future
joint efforts,” Mitgang said.
There are many details that need
to be addressed when moving a group
of more than 50 people across Israel.
Jewish Federation of North America’s
Missions Department and its staff in
Israel along with Kenes Tours will further
ensure that each and every day of the
mission is maximized.
Federation missions are travel
experiences unlike any other. Along
with visits to historic and sacred sites,
museums and popular tourist destinations,
Federation missions provide exclusive,
insider access to residents, community
leaders, area experts, and political
personalities and provide a sense of

Federation mission to Israel begins Oct. 21
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Community. We recently lost Tammy
Mitgang as our president. But we have
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ame,  and  
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he  ﬁstarted
rst  female  
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Bill nFranklin,
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President
of
the
Jewish
Federation
of
job running. The Federation does many
Reading,
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and
Dan
Tannenbaum,
things for the local Jewish community.
an
director
the Federation,
Forexecutive
example, its
FamilyofService,
provides
brokered
a
partnership
withcommunity,
her alma
innumerable supports for our
mater,
College,
that would
rangingAlbright
from getting
someone
taxi
establish
the
Holocaust
Library
and
fare to reach a doctor’s appointment,
Resource
on the
campus.
to helpingCenter
someone
with
back rent in
Being
Alma
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tireless
service
order to avoid eviction, to visting
the
and  
no  
fanfare  
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certainly  
no  
pictures  
sick, and holding services for Jewish
ifelders
she during
was expected
in them.
Passover to
andbeother
major
Accolades
were
not
her
style;
but she
Jewish occasions. The Federation
was  
without  
opinion  
—   thoughtful  
also not  
supports
Jews
around
the world
and
at
times,
determined.
But,
no matter
and especially in Israel. There,
under
what
she
put
her
efforts
behind,
you could
the inspiration of Michael Fromm,
the
be
sure that supports
she was right
your side,
Federaton
MeirbyPanim
and
working
hand in
hand
with you andthat
others
Yemin Orde,
two
organizations
do
to
do
great
things.
valuable work in the Jewish State.
Alma
considered
herself
privileged
And so,
we can truly
be proud
of our
to
have
enjoyed
so
much
of
life.
One of
community. Let us build the future together
her
favorite
memories
crossing
over
in order
to maintain
andwas
enhance
what
we
into
Jordan
when
the
borders
with
Israel
have.
were reopened. “To think, she would
reminisce; “that we along with other
Federation mission-goers, met with King
Hussein. Ed and I were so fortunate.”
in Her
mind.
Leave
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the
family
wasa her
heart.toShe
F
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d
e
r
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t
i
o
n
t
o
e
n
s
u
r
e
i
t
w
i
l
l
c o n s i d e r e d a b e t t e r w o r l d , hbe er
there for your
children
and
their
responsibility  
and  life  
—  a  special  
reward.  
children
and
their
children.
Ensure
I think those of us who knew Alma were
a vital,
local
Jewishones.
community for
the
truly the
fortunate
generations
to
come!
Any
amount
Alma Lakin passed away
Aug.
27 at
is
welcome.
the age of 82.
If there is something specific
you would like to support with
your bequest, call me. I’m not a
l a w y e r, b u t I c a n h e l p y o u w i t h
suggestions about how to make
purpose
and heightened
your bequest
do what appreciation
you want it
and
connection
to
Jewish
to do. All contacts
areidentity.
confidential
Mission
participants
will visit Reading’s
and
without
obligation.
Israel  
Now  
projects  
—  
M y p h o n e n u m two  
b e r important  
at the
humanitarian
efforts
that
both
save
Federation is 610-921-0624
and
my
and  change  lives  —  Yemin  Orde  Youth  
email address is paull@jfreading.
Village
org. in the Carmel Mountains and Meir
Panim’s new nutrition center in Kiryat
Gat, where the community will dedicate
the kitchen that was made possible
thanks to the Reading community’s
funding efforts.
The dedication will be a big thank you
to our community and a proud moment.
With   two   out   of   every   ﬁve   children   in  
Israel living below the poverty line,
Meir Panim’s network of soup kitchens,
restaurants and feeding centers, ensure
warm, nutritious meals for thousands of
children and families every day.
At Yemin Orde, the group is anxious to
see  ﬁrsthand  the  progress  that  has  been  
made   at   the   village   since   the   wildﬁres  
devastated it in 2010.
The group is honored that Chaim Peri,
beloved educator and director of Yemin
Orde for 30 years, will personally be hosting
the group during a tour and lunch.
Young people from the village will join
the group for the tour and share their
experiences.

Leisawitz delivers talk at JCC

Daniel Leisawitz, PhD, appears at the JCC Nov. 13 to deliver a lecture on “Evocation of the Lost World of the
Roman Ghetto: The Poetic Project of Crescenzo Del Monte.”

SHALOM

Page 4

December 2014

SERVE WARM MEALS.

DELIVER MEDICINES.

FEED THEHUGS
HUNGRY. TO SENIORS
GIVE
GIVE HOPE TO THOUSANDS.
A WORLD AWAY.

SECURE THE FUTURE.

BEFORE
BEFORE
YOUR
YOU
ALARM
FINISH
GOES OFF.

BREAKFAST.

It only takes a few minutes to help seniors stay connected to community and continue living in their own homes,
It only takesyou’ll
a fewnurture
minutesJewish
to change
lives infund
our community
around
the world.
forthe
the solutions
needy, care
Meanwhile,
learning,
food banks,and
offer
job training
—Food
just abanks
few of
Fedfor
seniors,
Israel
experiences
for
the
young
—
these
are
just
some
of
the
solutions
Federation
supports
with
heart,
eration supports with heart, innovation and decades of knowing what works. It’s time: Donate. Volunteer. Get
innovation and decades of knowing what works. Seize the moment: Donate. Volunteer. Get involved.
involved.Your
link to getting started: JewishFederations.org
Your link to getting started: JewishFederations.org
www.readingjewishcommunity.org

STRENGTH OF
PEOPLE.
THETHE
STRENGTH
OFA A
PEOPLE.
THE
POWER
OF
COMMUNITY.
THE POWER OF COMMUNITY.

Jewish Federation of Reading
JewishFederations.org
PO
Box 14925,
Reading PA 19612
jfederations
@jfederations
610-921-0624

Please detach and return with payment to Jewish Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading PA 19612
I want to help Federation make wishes come true this year. Here’s my tax-deductible gift to support Jewish Federation of Reading’s
2014 Annual Campaign and make a world of difference both near my own home and beyond:
Name_____________________________________________ Address_______________________________________________________________
$___________amount enclosed Checks payable to Jewish Federation of Reading
Credit Card: ___Discover ___Mastercard ___Visa Card #____________________________________________ Exp. date______ Security Code_____
Name on Card:____________________________________________
Signature__________________________________________________
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PJ Library pajama party!

Pediatric and Adult Patients
Treating Ear, Nose, Throat Problems
Thyroid Nodules, Neck Masses & Sinusitis
Physicians:
James P. Restrepo, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Charles K. Lutz, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Jeffrey S. Driben, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Nurse Practitioner:

Rosemarie Montgomery
MS, CRNP, FNP-C
Audiologists:

Rabbi Rachel Schwartz leads a PJ Library Pajama Party and Teddy Bear Sleepover at Kesher Zion
Synagogue. Children brought their favorite toys for a fun party including stories courtesy of PJ Library,
then the toys got to “sleep over” at the synagogue to be picked up by the kids the next day. The PJ Library
program provides free Jewish-themed books to children in our community. Please call the Federation office
at 610-921-0624 for more information.

“Finally we realized
that while change is hard,
not changing is even harder.”

Kathleen D. Vivaldi, AuD, FAAA
Melanie A. Appler, AuD, FAAA
Matthew R. Bonsall, AuD
Hearing and Balance Disorders
State of the Art Hearing Aid Fittings
In House Hearing Aid Repairs

985 Berkshire Blvd., Wyomissing
610-374-5599 • www.ent-hns.net

BERKS CARDIOLOGISTS, LTD.
and Diagnostics Imaging Center
2605 KEISER BLVD.
WYOMISSING, PA 19610
FOR AN APPOINTMENT, CALL

(610) 685-8500

Gary M. Lattin, MD
Charles R. Minehart, MD
Meir Mazuz, MD
Guy N. Piegari, Jr., MD
Frank Politzer, MD
Louis Borgatta, MD
Mayank R. Modi, MD
Andrew R. Waxler, MD

Hani H. Salha, MD
Rajendra H. Solanki, DO
Ronald J. Polinsky, Jr., MD
Michael B. Russo, MD
Christopher B. Rogers, DO
Troy W. Trayer, DO
Nicholas A. Rossi, DO

For years, Matt could see his parents struggling to get
up the steps and do simple maintenance on their
home, but couldn’t seem to convince them that there
was a better way to live.
So Matt asked us for advice. We gave him tips on how
to approach the subject of change and then worked out a plan for an easier
transition than any of them had imagined. Now their disagreements are
what they should be, like if the Pirates™ or Phillies™ will make the playoffs
this year.
From independent living and personal care to rehabilitation services and
specialized memory care, we have many solutions to help your loved
ones—all on a vibrant campus with activities, social events and
individualized services.
Call us to find out how we can help,
or learn more at CountryMeadows.com.

Serving Seniors
in Berks County for

over 25 years

1800 Tulpehocken Road, Wyomissing (close to Rte 422 & US 222) • 610-374-3122
Independent Living | Personal Care | Memory Care | Restorative Care
Country Meadows offers services and housing without regard to race, color, religion,
disability, marital status, ancestry, national origin, sexual orientation or gender.
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How’s the load?
By Rabbi Yosef Lipsker
Chabad Center of Berks County
There was once a
man struggling along
with an obviously
heavy sack slung
over his shoulder. The
weather was hot and
humid, making his task
arduous and tiring. To
his concern, the road
began to slope upwards, compounding
his misery. A passer-by, clearly intrigued
by this individual, asked him what it was
that he had in the sack. The man replied
that he was carrying rocks and stones.
He persisted to enquire as to the
weight of the sack. The reply was not
long in coming; it was quite heavy and
laborious, he said with a long sigh. To his
exasperation and annoyance, the man
then asked him if he would be interested
in having some more stones added to
the load. The reaction to this ridiculous
suggestion is totally predictable and
understandable!
Now let’s imagine the same man
walking along, in the same heat and

in identical conditions. But this time,
in response to the question about the
contents of the sack, he replies that he
is carrying diamonds, rubies and other
precious stones. When asked if the
sack is heavy, again the reply is in the
affirmative. But when asked if he would
like to have more added, how do you
think he would react? Of course, it would
be an emphatic yes!
The different reactions in the two
stories are reasonable and logical.
Although the man was carrying a
substantial load on a very warm day,
and up a hill, the contents of the sack
were highly influential to his condition
and well-being. When it was mere rocks,
it was a real effort, but the knowledge that
a great fortune was in the bag helped to
lighten that burden.
In the same way, the reaction
we have toward our responsibilities,
particularly to the Mitzvot that we are
directed to perform, depends entirely
on our approach to them. They could be
burdensome like rocks or treasured like
precious and expensive diamonds.
Indeed, we are encouraged to view

Mitzvot as just that; precious and special.
Yes, it is not always easy to observe
Shabbat, to eat Kosher, to pray, or to
study Torah. But the knowledge that we
are accumulating precious cargo is surely
the best stimulus to overcome any and
all doubts.
This is precisely what Chanukah
teaches us. The miracle is all about the
Menorah that was once again kindled in
the holy Temple after its liberation from
control of the Greeks. To be more specific,
the miracle is all about one tiny jug of oil
that was not ritually contaminated by
the enemy. The jug only had sufficient
quantity to burn for one night, but it lasted
for eight!
The liberation of the Temple came
after a sustained period of many years
persecution of the Jews at the hand of the
Greeks. This harassment was, in effect,
a clash of cultures.
The Greeks maintained that all ideas
were legitimate, provided they were
logical. Injecting a G-dly dimension was
utter nonsense in their view, and should
be abolished. Their idea of Mitzvot (the
directives that connect us to G-d) was

that they were rocks; a heavy burden that
was not necessary for the advancement
of the human race and in its future
progress.
The Jewish view, on the other hand,
totally rejects this attitude. We recognize
the intrinsic and genuine benefit of a
Mitzvah, precisely in its ability to bring
us that little bit closer to G-d and divinity.
We appreciate the link and opportunity
afforded to us mere mortals of creating a
close bond and relationship with G-d. For
us the burden is desirable and attractive
as it only serves to add to our collection
of “gems.”
Our victory over the Greeks was thus
much more than physical alone. It was,
more importantly, a victory of belief over
indifference, ignorance and arrogance.
So as you kindle the Menorah and
watch the beautiful flickering of the
flames, remember how light banishes
the cold and the dark. Remember, too,
its silent but powerful message “the
cargo you are carrying is very precious
indeed”!!
Have a wonderful and Happy
Chanukah from Chana & myself.

The fight for freedom can’t be taken for granted
By Rabbi Brian Michelson
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom
As I write this, as a
nation, we are marking
Veterans’ Day. This is
the day when we pay
tribute to those who
have dedicated their
lives to protect us and
our way of life.
The story of
Chanukah reminds us
that there are some things that are worth
fighting for. Two thousand years ago,
the Jews, living in Judea, lived under
the brutal regime of the Syrian tyrant,
Antiochus. Antiochus demanded that

his subjects desert their own beliefs and
that they bow down to his image as an
act of homage. This led to a rebellion
against Antiochus and those Jews who
had adopted Hellenistic ways. Antiochus
tried to quell the rebellion by force.
Antiochus knew he could always win
in a battle against the Jews, because the
traditional Jews refused to fight on the
Sabbath. All he had to do was to wait
until Saturday to attack Jewish enclaves
and towns. He knew that the Jews would
quickly surrender rather than desecrate
the Sabbath.
The Maccabees changed their
interpretation of Jewish laws. They argued
that Judaism could not survive if the Jewish

Share the gifts of Judaism
By Rabbi Rachel Schwartz
Kesher Zion Synagogue
Every Chanukah
I feel that I see the
miracle of the holiday
in the special sparkle
in my children’s eyes
when they light the
menorah. With each
night of the holiday,
their eyes grow wider
and the sparkle brighter
as we add another candle to show how
much more amazing it was the oil lasted
for eight nights. I am then reminded of
a second miracle, that, after all of these
years, we, as a Jewish people, continue
to exist and live in a meaningful way.
My parents passed this gift of Judaism
to me, and now I have the chance to pass
it to the next generation. This is one of
the most important and lasting gifts we can
give in this season. The toys may break,
and for some reason there never seems
to be enough of them, especially when
they see what their friends have received.
However, the values and way of life we
share with our children can last forever.
This Chanukah I encourage us to give
our children and grandchildren different
gifts (or additional spiritual gifts) on one
or more of the eight nights. They can be
given in any order.
1- Give the gift of gimilut chasadim —
acts of loving kindness. Volunteer with
your children or grandchildren this holiday
season. For example, you can help a
neighbor shovel snow or take over latkes

the children helped make to someone
whose children moved away.
2-Give the gift of kehillah — community.
Light candles, share stories, and sing with
other families.
3- Give the gift of mishpachah- family.
Our lives can get so crazy that it is hard
for so many of our families to even all sit
together around the table at the same
time. For one night, light the candles and
have a meal together.
4- Give the gift of Jewish literacy. Buy
your children books with Jewish themes
so the stories and lessons become part
of their lives in a fun way.
5- Give the gift of Jewish education.
You are your child’s best teacher. Arrange
a re-enactment of the Hanukkah story or
another story from the TaNaKh in your
living room. What little boys don’t love a
good battle scene?
6- Give the gift of cooking together.
There are so many fun holiday recipes.
This is a great time to pass down a family
tradition of how something has been made
in your family or start a new tradition.
7- Give the gift of mitzvah. For
example, if you do not have a mezuzah,
why not buy one, invite over friends, and
dedicate your house (have a Chanukat
habayit) together this holiday season.
8- Have old-fashioned Jewish fun
and play dreydle on the floor with your
little ones!
Our tradition is full of joye and meaning.
I hope that you feel these this Chanukah
as you light the candles and celebrate the
miracles of the holiday.

people were unwilling to defend themselves.
Therefore, to fight on the Sabbath was
a matter of life and death, and because
Judaism values life above almost all else,
they said it was permissible and even
obligatory to defend one’s life on the Sabbath.
In an ideal world, we would never
have to fight. However, in a world that
is filled with evil and violence, there are
times when we must be willing to put our
life on the line to defend our way of life.
The Maccabees became a role model for
the modern Israeli Army. They challenge
us to ask ourselves, “What values and
ideals are worth fighting for today?”
Sometime we must be willing to fight
in order to defend ourselves. However,

this does not mean there is not a price
that we must pay. Maybe that is why the
sages chose the words of the prophet
Zachariah as the Haftarah portion that
we recite in synagogue on the Sabbath
during Chanukah: “Not by might nor by
power but by my spirit, says the Lord.”
Violence and force are a two-edged
sword. While we can’t always avoid
it, we must recognize the price that it
sometimes exacts upon us. May those
who fought for our people 2,000 years
ago and those who still fight for our
freedom never be taken for granted. May
our Chanukah celebration, this year, be
one that is filled with life and with peace.
Chag Chanukah Samayach!

LOCAL CONGREGATIONS AND SERVICE TIMES
CHABAD CENTER OF BERKS COUNTY (610) 921-0881
Saturday mornings: 9:30 a.m.; Friday evenings: 6:30 p.m.
KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE (610) 374-1763
Weekly services Saturdays: 9:30 a.m.; Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.
Friday Evening Service – Please call for service information
Babysitting available upon request with one week’s notice
REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM (610) 375-6034
Friday, Dec. 5 at 6 p.m.; Fridays, Dec. 12 and 26 at 7:45 p.m.
Friday, Dec. 19, Chanukah Family Service and dinner, 6 p.m.
Saturday, Dec. 13: Tot Shabbat, 10 a.m.
CONGREGATION SHOMREI HABRITH

Lunch & Learn
with Rabbi Rachel Schwartz
All classes at noon at Kesher Zion Synagogue
Midrash & Memory:
The People in Our Biblical Neighborhood
Dec. 2 – Miriam. 		
Dec. 9 – Nachshon.
Dec. 15 — To be determined by class
All are welcome to join.
Please rsvp at kzsecretary@entermail.net
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Reading Jewish Community Teens and Families
(Parents, Grandparents, Uncles, Aunts and Siblings)
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Please join us
To Celebrate Chanukah
Sunday, Dec. 21, @ 6 p.m.
Jewish Cultural Center
Light Dinner
Bring Your Menorah(s) to light

Celebrate Hanukkah
with recipes, crafts, e-cards,
blessings, and more…

Celebrate Hanukkah
with recipes, crafts, e-cards,
blessings, and more…

There is no charge for this event.
RSVP by Dec. 15 call 610-921-0624 or email jaynek@Jfreading.org

Hanukkah

Hanukkah

December 16–24, 2014

December 16–24, 2014

“ A Taste of Chanukah:
A Celebration of the Joys and Music of the Holiday.”
Thursday, Dec. 18, at 1:45, JCC.

Celebrate Chanukah with this 60-minute holiday concert hosted by stage legend Theodore Bikel and musical director Hankus Netsky, founder and
director of the Klezmer Conservatory Band. This PBS Home Video brings together the Boston Community Gospel Choir, Cantor Morton Shames,
Humorist Chasia Segal, and over 150 musicians.
The program features a broad range of music from around the globe including traditional Chanukah favorites.
Optional lunch at 1 p.m.
For lunch reservations, contact Carole Robinson (610) 921-0624.

The entire community is invited
to join us for

vwwc

Chanukah	
  fun	
  for	
  the	
  
whole	
  	
  family!	
  	
  	
  

Chanukah

Family Concert

tuesday, december 16
6:00 p.m.
in BerkShire Mall

@ the Boscov’s entrance
1665 State hill rd.,
Wyomissing, Pa 19610

ringShem
FeatuBaal
Tov Band

Singing • dancing • dreidelS
hot latkeS • deliciouS donutS
chocolate gelt

A fun time for all!
chabad lubavitch of Berks county and Boscov’s department Store

Save	
  the	
  date!	
  	
  Chanukah	
  is	
  almost	
  here	
  and	
  
RCOS	
  invites	
  you	
  and	
  your	
  family	
  to	
  our	
  annual	
  
Chanukah	
  service	
  and	
  dinner	
  celebration.	
  	
  	
  
	
  

Friday,	
  December	
  19,	
  2014	
  
6:00pm	
  Services	
  
7:00pm	
  Dinner	
  	
  
RSVP	
  by	
  December	
  12	
  
	
  

We	
  will	
  light	
  the	
  Chanukah	
  candles	
  together	
  on	
  
the	
  bimah,	
  so	
  please	
  bring	
  your	
  menorah	
  from	
  
home.	
  	
  Dinner	
  is	
  graciously	
  sponsored	
  by	
  
Sisterhood,	
  and	
  attendees	
  are	
  asked	
  to	
  bring	
  a	
  
side	
  dish	
  or	
  dessert.	
  	
  Children	
  3-‐12	
  are	
  invited	
  to	
  
participate	
  in	
  supervised	
  activities	
  following	
  	
  
the	
  service.	
  
	
  
Members	
  and	
  Non-‐members	
  are	
  welcome	
  	
  
RSVP	
  to	
  Temple	
  Oﬃce	
  610-‐375-‐6034	
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If	
  it’s	
  between	
  Uncle	
  
Sam	
  and	
  the	
  
Federation,	
  guess	
  
where	
  the	
  balance	
  of	
  
my	
  IRA	
  will	
  go?	
  
	
  
With	
  retirement	
  assets	
  being	
  taxed	
  at	
  such	
  a	
  high	
  rate,	
  it	
  might	
  make	
  sense	
  to	
  
plan	
  on	
  leaving	
  them	
  to	
  charity	
  and	
  leaving	
  other	
  assets	
  to	
  your	
  heirs.	
  	
  Talk	
  to	
  
your	
  tax	
  advisor	
  or	
  contact	
  me,	
  Paul	
  Landry,	
  610-‐921-‐0624	
  or	
  
paull@jfreading.org.	
  	
  All	
  contacts	
  are	
  completely	
  confidential.	
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Youth News
Kids go gaga
over youth event
at Body Zone

An enthusiastic group of kids gathered
at the Body Zone Nov. 16 for a chance to play
“gaga ball.”
Gaga is a fast-paced descendant of dodgeball
and is a very popular pastime at Jewish summer
camps. Body Zone has turned it into a yearround activity that is winning fans throughout the
community.
Like dodgeball, players attempt to knock each
other out of the game and conversely are always
on the move trying to avoid being hit. The last
player/team standing wins.
It differs from dodgeball in that players may not
throw the ball. They must hit it. A ball that’s hit
and strikes an opponent - knee level or below
only - will result in that player being knocked out
of the game.

Liberty Region BBYO Tournies:
Fun, fun and more fun

March 21, 2015

By Becca Cantor and Marissa Missan
Tournies, short for tournaments, is
BBYO’s convention unique to Liberty
Region, consisting of events ranging
from volleyball
black-and-white
Introduce
your tochildren
to the joy
photography to oratory.
of Shabbat.
Tot Shabbat is a musical,
Chapters, the subdivisions of
story-filled
Shabbat
morning
experience
the region,
prepare for
competitions
individually
and
as
a
team,
competing
geared towards families with young
against each other for first place.
children
through
gradeamount
2. Bring
your
It takes
the largest
of
dedication,
time,
and
creativity,
but
family and friends to celebrate with
Tournies is many members’ favorite
Rabbi
Brian Michelson and stay for
convention of the programming year.
a pint-size
Oneg
offering
Berks Chai,
our local
chapter, grape
has
taken
hours
of
their
time intreats.
juice, challah, and child friendly
preparation for the competitions.
All for fun, it gives Jewish teens the
opportunity to explore activities out
of their comfort
zone 13,
and2014
make new
December
connections.
January
2015
This year,
Berks24,
Chai
is most
excited to share their original dance
February 21, 2015
and song to the tune of “Sunshine” by
Matisyahu. March 21, 2015

April 18, 2015

April 18, 2015

Introduce your children to the joy
of Shabbat. Tot Shabbat is a musical,
story-filled Shabbat morning experience
geared towards families with young
children through grade 2. Bring your
family and friends to celebrate with
Rabbi Brian Michelson and stay for
a
pint-size
Oneg
offering
grape
juice, challah, and child friendly treats.

December 13, 2014
January 24, 2015
February 21, 2015

May 16, 2015
June 20, 2015

Tot Shabbat services are held Saturday
mornings at 10am at Reform Congregation
Oheb Sholom located at 555 Warwick Drive,
Wyomissing, PA 19610. No registration is
required. Please call the Temple office with
any questions: 610-375-6034.

Introduce your
of Shabbat. Tot
story-filled Shabb
geared towards fa
children through
family and frien
Rabbi Brian Mi
a pint-size O
juice, challah, an

Dece

Janu

Febr

Ma

Ap

Birthright
of fers studentsM
May 16, 2015
June 20, 2015
internships/fellowships
in IsraelJu

Birthright Israel Excel is an exciting
Past Fellows have shown wonderful
summer internship/fellowship program success as they begin their professional
for North American college sophomores, journey. They are spread throughout
Tot Shabbat
are held Saturday
Shabbat
juniors and services
select seniors.
the U.S. and areTot
highly
successfulserv
in
Students
interested
in pursuing
their job search efforts.
mornings
at 10am
at Reform
Congregation
mornings at 10am
careers in business
are Drive,
Alumni are Oheb
in jobs Sholom
covering locat
the
Oheb Sholom
locatedand
at technology
555 Warwick
placed in 10-week summer internships fields of consulting, investment
Wyomissing,
Noinregistration
is and finance,
Wyomissing,
PA 1
in leadingPA
global19610.
companies
Israel. banking
engineering
required.
Please
call
the
Temple
office
with
required.
Please
They live and travel together as a group and technology and are employed c
and meet with
leaders in business, by firms such as
Boston
Consulting
any questions:
610-375-6034.
any
questions:
610
politics and global economics.
Group, Bain Consulting, Ernst
Internships cover a range of & Yo u n g , D e l o i t t e , B l a c k s t o n e
industries, including finance, venture Group, Morgan Stanley, Barclays,
capital, consulting, biotech and JP Morgan, Exxon Mobile, Google,
technology.
Thiel Macro, Palantir Technologies,
Only 40 positions are available Amazon, IBM and Yelp.
for this exclusive opportunity. The
The enrollment period for Summer
fellowship program continues upon 2015 is open and runs through Jan. 25.
return from Israel with leadership
For more information about the
a n d p r o f e s s i o n a l d e v e l o p m e n t program visit www.BirthrightIsraelExcel.
programming.
com.
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A moment in time
By Anne Seltzer
Every once in
awhile in our lifetime
there is a moment in
time we would like
to freeze on and not
move. Our family
was blessed to have
an entire weekend
in October that was
that way. Our son Matt got married
to Jamie a few weeks ago. I am truly
certain there has not ever been a
better wedding or weekend in the
Hudson Valley, ever. And there was
never a more beautiful bride than
Jamie. Alan and I kept saying to
each other all weekend “I wish we
could just freeze here and not move
for awhile.” How often in life does
one get to be surrounded by those
they love the most in the world at
the same time? Not often in my life.
From the moment we got to Fishkill
on a rainy Wednesday afternoon to
the moment we left in the sunshine
on Sunday afternoon after brunch,
the weekend was amazing. A side
trip to Olana (Frederic Church’s
home) and Rhinebeck on Thursday,
and dinner with Ron, Jamie’s
s t e p d a d , o n W e d n e s d a y, w e r e
added bonuses.
It was so special to have time with
Alan’s family, my family, our children
and a few of our friends. Spending
extra time with Jonathan, Abbie,
and Ben was another bonus. And
getting to spend a weekend besides
Thanksgiving with my extended family
was extra special. Of course it would
have been even better to have more
special friends, but as we found out,
weddings are very expensive. There
were many people who are no longer
with us, which of course is always at
the back of your mind, and they were
truly missed. It is still hard to believe
they are no longer here with us. But
I know they were in heaven looking
down on the festivities.
It was sort of a high school/
college reunion for us, too. We had

not seen many of Matt’s friends
from high school and college for
years. Most of them are already
married, and a few have children
of their own. I remember countless
evenings with them hanging out in
our basement just being kids. Now
they were asking us to watch videos
of their children. Where did all those
years go? When did they grow up?
Catching up on their lives was really
special, as was meeting friends we
have heard about for years.
Alan and I are fortunate to have
gained a new family — an extended
family we are excited to spend time
with without the kids. In fact we
already have a weekend and activity
picked out. And we did not invite
Jamie and Matt! It also feels good to
know Matt has another family who
loves him. Because they live closer,
we know that if something comes up,
Jamie’s family will be there quickly
for them.
Yes, I can honestly say that as of
this moment, that was the very best
weekend in my life. All the pieces
came together to make it perfect.
May Matt and Jamie only know love
and happiness for many years to
come. Did I mention that there was
an amazing dessert table instead
of a wedding cake? It appears that
Matt never got to have any dessert,
though that was the only thing he
was concerned about besides the
cocktail wieners wrapped in pastry.
So, I guess I would make him his
favorite cookies.

Chocolate No Bakes

2 c. sugar		
½ c. milk
1 stick butter or margarine
3 c. quick oats		
¼ c. cocoa
1 tsp. vanilla
Combine sugar, butter, cocoa
and milk in a saucepan. Stir until it
comes to a boil. Boil 2 minutes without
stirring. Remove from heat and add
vanilla and oats. Stir quickly. Drop
by tablespoon onto parchment. Cool
and enjoy!

“The Green Prince”

Coming to the GoggleWorks Film Theatre
Dec. 5-11
Nadav Schirman’s “The Green
Prince”retraces the details of an
unprecedented partnership that developed
between sworn enemies. In the style
of a tense psychological thriller, this
extraordinary documentary recounts the
true story of the son of a Hamas leader who
emerged as one of Israel’s prized informants,
and the Shin Bet agent who risked his career
to protect him.
As a defiant teenager, Mosab Hassan
Yousef’s fervor against Israel was unquestionable, ultimately landing
him in prison. Shaken by Hamas’s brutality within the prison’s walls
and a growing disgust for its methods, he had an unexpected change of
heart. Recruited by the Shin Bet, he spied on the Hamas elite for over a
decade, constantly risking exposure and certain death while grappling
with the perception that he had betrayed his own family and people.
Along the way, what started as a cautious alliance between Mosab and
his Shin Bet handler Gonen Ben Yitzhak grew into an enduring loyalty.
Based on Yousef’s bestselling memoir, the film exposes a complex
world of terror, betrayal and impossible choices. Through firsthand
testimony, dramatic action sequences, and rare archival footage,
decades of secrets come to light in this unflinching exploration of
a profound spiritual transformation and the transcendent bonds of
friendship.
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Gardening with Vicky

African violets bring color home
By Vicky Sokoloff
At this time of year less is happening
in the garden, so thoughts turn to bringing
color into the house with African violets.
Many people still think of them as
small purple flowers, but hybridization
has produced flowers of many colors,
variegated foliage, and plants of many
different shapes and sizes. Flower colors
include white, pink, burgundy, yellow,
blue, green, nearly red and even bicolors.
The variegated varieties can be green
and white, or green, white and pink. Plant
sizes range from micro-minis (grown in
a 1-inch pot) to large (8-inch pot). The
African Violet Society of America has
more than 10,000 registered cultivars.
African violets are not difficult to grow.
The most frequent cause of problems is
overwatering. They don’t like wet feet
or having their leaves wet. Watering the
right way is the key to success. A plastic
drink bottle that allows you to direct the
water through the leaves to the soil is
perfect.
It is not possible to have a set schedule
for watering; it depends on the humidity
level in your home, which can change
throughout the year. It’s best to just touch
the soil every few days and water when
it begins to feel dry. The kind of water
you use is also important. You don’t
want any chemicals in the water. If you
can’t avoid them completely fill a gallon
jug with water and let it stand for four or
five days. Then add liquid fertilizer to the
water at about half the stated amount
on the product you are using. Use the
fertilized water regularly except when it’s
very hot or very cold.
Plants flower best when roots fill the
pot, so even though you should repot in

fresh soil once a year, don’t use a bigger
pot unless the roots are really crowded.
Be sure to use soil that is labeled for
African violets.
It is very easy to propagate AVs. Just
take off a leaf with about an inch of stem.
Slice a clean diagonal cut and insert it in
damp (not wet) AV soil. A 3 oz Solo cup
with a couple of drainage holes poked in
the bottom is perfect. Place the cups on a
small plastic tray and put the whole thing
in a clear plastic bag in a bright spot. The
bag not only helps retain moisture but
helps maintain a constant temperature. In
about a month small leaves will emerge
from the soil around the mother leaf. It is
not uncommon for one leaf to produce
three to four baby plants that will be
separated and potted up to grow on.
Many hybridizers have focused on
plants that can grow on a windowsill in
an average home. When growing on a
windowsill, turn your plants weekly to
maintain symmetry. You can use growlights, but a standard shoplight with one
warm and one cool bulb works nearly as
well for a fraction of the cost.
To get more information or see some
fantastic varieties, check out these
websites:
nlyndonlyon.com
noptimara.com
nbluebirdgreenhouse.com
navsa.org
Vicky Sokoloff is a Berks County
native who has been a Master Gardener
since 1997. Information for this column
comes from a variety of sources and may
not reflect Penn State recommendations.

True or False: talking to your plants
helps them grow.

We wish to express our thanks to the Reading Jewish
community for the heartfelt support you showed us in
the time of our loss. The warmth that emanated from
all directions was really comforting.

Naomi and Alex Knoll
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Gratz JCHS News

Students join to remember Kristallnacht
By Rabbi Barry Dov Lerner
Branch Director, Gratz JCHS
Students at the Reading Branch
of Gratz Jewish Community
High School commemorated
“Kristallnacht: A Nationwide
Pogrom,” on Nov. 7.
A memorial candle was kindled
similar to those used for Holocaust
and Heroism Remembrance Day.
We set aside this moment lest
this next generation forget. If
anyone should think the events of
the Shoah are unforgettable, there
are too many stories about those
who just don’t know or even deny
the facts.
Tom Duggan is a playwright and
actor who starred in a memorable
production of “Wiesenthal” — the
story of Simon Wiesenthal, famed
writer and Nazi hunter. Following
the play, Duggan returned to the
stage once in California to have a
discussion with the audience.
A young woman asked, “Are you
sure that all the facts are true?”
“Yes, of course,” he said, “we
wouldn’t present without due
diligence. Why do you ask?” She
paused for a moment and said,
“My great grandfather was Adolph
Eichmann.”
During the Gratz program
Gabriella Michelson read a memorial
prayer from the National Board of
Rabbis.
Avenu Sh’Bashamayim, Master
of the Universe, Creator of all, on
this day commemorating Jewish
persecution when our people
were singled out and murdered,
as we pray for the souls of our
departed who perished in 1938 on
Kristallnacht and during the Shoah
that followed - May their souls be
bound up in the bond of eternal
life - We pray for the safety and
well being of our Jewish, Christian
and Muslim sisters and brothers
and all who suffer persecution only
by reason of their faith in places
where they are minorities. May You,
Oh God, defend them and protect
them. May their religious rights and
freedom to worship be respected
in the places where they reside.
Amen!
We p r a y t h a t p e a c e c o m e t o
the Holy Land, bringing safety and
security to all who dwell in your Holy
Precincts. Amen!
And Dear God, we pray that all

Gabriella Michelson leads a Kristallnacht observance at the Reading Branch of Gratz JCHS

words and acts of violence in your
name threatening the innocents and
the safety of children, women and
men be condemned and rejected.
Amen!
And Dear God, As our mothers
and fathers petitioned you in
times of peril and persecution:
“Achotaynu V’ Achaynu; - Sisters
and Brothers; those given over to
trials and tribulations, captives and
victims, protect them and defend
them; have mercy upon them and
bring them forth from suffering to
safety. Amen!
After the memorial prayer, Rabbi
Dani Zucker, one of our two teachers
for Gratz and a rabbi in Pottstown,
shared his personal connection to
Kristallnacht.
His father, a rabbi in Germany,
had just moved very suddenly in
1938 to a new pulpit in Heidelberg.
The Gestapo had a list of men to
find and arrest where they lived,
and they were looking for Rabbi

Zucker in Frankfurt, so he and
his wife escaped arrest. After
comforting his new congregants,
he was fortunate to be able to
emigrate ultimately to the United
States where in time our Rabbi
Dani was born and educated.
Today and Tomorrow
Gratz JCHS as an educational
experience speaks to the “now”
and what our students can learn,
but also to “tomorrow” when they
move into a college or campus
environment.
Some of our best accolades
come from our students when they
enter college. They continue to
contact us, offering suggestions for
strengthening our curriculum and
sharing with us their experiences
for which Gratz uniquely prepared
them.
Several of those “nachas” letters
are rewarding and inspiring:
“Both of my children graduated
from the JCHS program with

teaching certificates, attending
twice a week for five years. They
never complained about going,
usually looking forward to meeting
their ‘Gratz’ friends. They enjoyed
their courses, took the college-level
teaching courses, and received
college credit. Our son got a
Hebrew school teaching job at a
synagogue near his university. He
even developed new curricula for
that synagogue, building upon the
education he got at JCHS.”
“I really owe you and everyone
a Gratz a huge thank you! Going
to Gratz and participating in the
program has changed my life. It
has given me direction and has
opened me up to so many incredible
opportunities.
“I am truly grateful for all that you
& everyone at Gratz has done and
continues to do.
“I hope someday I can impact
someone’s life as much as Gratz
has impacted mine.”
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Food Festival at RCOS a smashing success once again
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom hosted its 14th annual Jewish
Food and Cultural Festival Nov. 2 at the synagogue in Wyomissing.
As usual, thousands of people representing a wide cross-section
of the Reading community came to enjoy the selection of delicious
food, much of it prepared by members of the congregation in an effort
lasting months. And the event once again gave many non-Jews an
opportunity to learn more about Judaism.
For the second year the Reading Theater Project performed at the
fesival, this time with a look back at 150 years of Yiddish theater as
a tribute to the congregation’s 150th anniversary.

Photos courtesy of Bruce Cohen
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While Jerusalem terror rages, Israel-Jordan relations hang in balance
By Sean Savage
JNS.org
While facing increased Arab riots
and terrorist attacks that resemble the
underpinnings of a renewed Palestinian
intifada (uprising), Israel is simultaneously
working to manage tension in its delicate
relationship with Jordan, one of its two
peaceful Arab neighbors.
On Nov. 5, masked Arab rioters
threw rocks and shot fireworks at Israeli
security forces on the Temple Mount in
Jerusalem, forcing Israel to temporarily
close the holy site to visitors and touching
off a diplomatic spat between the Jewish
state and Jordan.
Israel again temporarily closed
the Temple Mount to all worshippers
after an Arab man’s attempted
assassination of activist Yehudah
Glick, a promoter of Jewish access to
the Temple Mount. The preventative
move came against the backdrop
of weeks of increased Muslim riots
and assaults on Jewish residents,
including a vehicular Palestinian
terror attack on Jerusalem’s
Ammunition Hill light rail station
that killed two people.
After pressure from U.S. and
Muslim leaders, the Israeli police
decided to reopen the Temple Mount
ahead of Muslim prayers on Oct. 31.
Yet Nov. 5 saw another car-ramming
attack by a Palestinian driver, this
time at the Shimon Hatzadik light rail
station in Jerusalem. That car attack
killed an Israeli Druze border police
superintendent and a 17-year-old
yeshiva student.
Following the temporary closure
on Nov. 5, Jordan threatened to
undermine its relations with Israel

by recalling its ambassador to the
country over Israeli “violations” on
the Temple Mount. Jordan and Egypt
are the only Arab nations that have
diplomatic relations with Israel.
After a meeting with U.S.
S e c r e t a r y o f S t a t e J o h n K e r r y,
Jordan’s Minister of Foreign
A ff a i r s , N a s s e r J u d e h , a c c u s e d
Israel of “escalating the situation in
Jerusalem” and “violations against
the Al-Aqsa Mosque,” the Jordanian
news agency Petra reported. Judeh
added that Jordan would continue
to counter “unilateral Israeli moves
through diplomatic and legal means,
especially using its vantage position
as a member of the U.N. Security
Council.”
G r a n t R u m l e y, a r e s e a r c h
analyst specializing in Palestinian
politics and the Levant region for
the Foundation for Defense of
Democracies, toldJNS.org that
he believes Jordan’s calculations
“are mostly the result of domestic
pressure.”
“It’s harmful for the Jordanians
to pull their minister from Israel, but
it’s even worse for [Jordan’s] King
Abdullah domestically if he doesn’t
do anything,” Rumley said. “This,
combined with a complaint to be
filed at the Security Council, amount
to symbolic gestures that are likely
to appease the Jordanian public (a
majority of whom do not support the
country’s peace treaty with Israel)
while still not severely damaging the
strategic relationship with Israel.”
Despite fighting against each other
in the 1948 War of Independence
and 1967 Six Day War, Jordan and
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Israel have always maintained a
relatively close relationship, which
was finally formalized in 1994 with
the Israel-Jordan peace treaty.
Today, both countries cooperate
in several important areas, including
security, the economy, and natural
resources. Jordan in September
signed a 15-year, $15 million natural
gas deal with Israel that was hailed
at the time as a historic agreement.
As top allies of the U.S., Jordan
and Israel also cooperate closely on
intelligence sharing, especially amid
the threat of the Islamic State and
other terrorist groups in nearby Iraq
and Syria. Jordan and Israel have
also set up joint industrial parks,
i n c l u d i n g t h e J o r d a n G a t e w a y,
whose formation was announced in
late 2013.
At the same time, Israel and Jordan
maintain a unique arrangement
in Jerusalem. According to the
1994 peace treaty, Jordan retains
custodianship over the Muslim holy
sites in eastern Jerusalem, including
the Al-Aqsa Mosque compound.
But since the late 1990s, Israel has
gradually allowed the Palestinian
Authority to assert greater control
over the site, which has caused
some friction with Jordan and a gray
area over control.
As part of the Jordan-Israel
arrangement on the holy sites, Jews
and non-Muslims are permitted to
visit the Temple Mount, site of the
First and Second Temples, on select
days, but are not permitted to pray
there. Yet there has been a push
by some Israelis for greater Jewish
sovereignty at the Temple Mount,
including prayer rights.
Meanwhile, Muslim leaders,
including in the Palestinian Authority
and Hamas, have used the Temple
Mount issue to incite protests and
violence. Recent Palestinian news
has been flooded with speeches,
articles, and cartoons featuring calls
by Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas to “defend” Al-Aqsa
“ i n a n y w a y, ” P a l e s t i n i a n M e d i a
Watch reported.
“This is our Sanctuary, our AlAqsa, and our Church [of the Holy
Sepulchre]. They (Jews) have no
right to enter it. They have no right
to defile it. We must prevent them.
Let us stand before them with chests
bared to protect our holy places,”
Abbas said.
For Jordan, the Temple Mount
arrangement is just one of the
critical issues facing the country.
“Jordan has about four major
areas of concern these days:
the threat of Islamic State, the
e c o n o m y, t h e c r i s i s o f h a n d l i n g
Syrian refugees, and the tensions
in Jerusalem,” Rumley told JNS.org.
“ N o w, f o r A b d u l l a h , t h a t ’ s
probably exactly the order he’d list
these issues in importance,” he said.
“For the Jordanian public, it might
be the other way around. These
are sensitive issues, and Abdullah
made a strategic calculation in
keeping this spat with Israel at
the diplomatic/rhetorical levels.
There are too many benefits to the
relationship with Israel in regards
to the other categories for the king
to seriously consider severing ties.”
Israeli Foreign Ministry
spokesperson Paul Hirschson,
meanwhile, was careful not to place
too much blame on Jordan for recent
u n r e s t , i n s t e a d f o c u s i n g o n PA
incitement.
“We regret the Jordanian decision
[to recall its ambassador], which

doesn’t contribute to calming the
situation,” Hirschson told JNS.
org. “We would expect Jordan to
condemn the violence, deliberately
instigated from [PA headquarters in]
Ramallah.”
Before the news of the recall of
the Jordanian ambassador and the
threat of diplomatic action in the
U.N., reports indicated that Israeli
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
and King Abdullah met secretly in
Amman on Nov. 1 to discuss the
situation in Jerusalem and urge
calm.
The two leaders spoke again over the
phone on Nov. 6 about the importance
of ending violence and incitement over
the Temple Mount.
“We agreed that we’ll make
every effort to calm the situation,”
Netanyahu said after the phone call.
“I explained to him that we’re
keeping the status quo on the
Temple Mount and that this includes
Jordan’s traditional role there,
as consistent with the peace
treaty between Jordan and Israel,”
Netanyahu added, referring to
claims in the Muslim world that
Israel is seeking to change the
status there.
Some Israeli lawmakers,
however, feel that Israel is conceding
sovereignty over Jerusalem and the
holy sites.
“Israeli society needs to decide
if it is willing to pay the price for
maintaining sovereignty over the
Temple Mount and the entire land,”
said Member of Knesset Moshe
Feiglin (Likud), who has been a
leading advocate for Jewish rights
on the Temple Mount and recently
visited the site. “The weakness
being shown in dealing with the
Temple Mount reflects on the whole
country.”
After the two vehicular terror
attacks on Nov. 5, Netanyahu placed
the blame on Palestinian incitement.
“This attack was the direct result
of the incitement of Abbas and his
Hamas partners,” Netanyahu said.
“This front of hate wants to run over
all of us. Peace will come when
Abbas stops calling Jews ‘defilers’
and he stops embracing murderers.”
The prime minister blamed that
same incitement for the Nov. 18
attack on a Jerusalem synagogue
that killed four worshippers and a
police officer.
Abbas’s Fatah movement
declared Oct. 31 to be a “day of
rage” in Jerusalem, calling on
Palestinian “fighters” to defend AlAqsa, while Hamas similarly called
for further protests and violence.
While the tension continues to
escalate, Rumley believes that the
situation has not yet risen to the
level of another Palestinian intifada.
“I think there are a lot of analysts
out there eager to label this as an
intifada,” he told JNS.org. “But
intifadas have to have leadership
at some point. The first started
leaderless before local committees
sprouted up. The second [Intifada]
was top-down coordinated. So far,
the situation in East Jerusalem is
leaderless.”
“What we’re seeing instead is
not so much local leadership as it
is external groups attempting to
steer the situation,” added Rumley.
“Hamas calling for protests, Abbas
calling for days of rage, etc. … Right
n o w, t h e s e a t t a c k s a n d c l a s h e s
appear to have a short shelf life, but
that doesn’t mean it will stay that
way in the future.”
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Israeli aid organization plays key role in addressing global crises
By Sean Savage
JNS.org
Known primarily for their military
prowess and high-tech ingenuity, Israelis
are often overlooked when it comes to
their global engagement. But IsraAID, an
Israeli nonprofit and non-governmental
organization founded in 2001, has been on
the front line of every major humanitarian
crisis of the 21st century – including
today’s most difficult hotspots in Iraq and
West Africa.
“Our mission is to efficiently support
and meet the changing needs of
populations as they strive to move from
crisis to reconstruction and rehabilitation,
and eventually, to sustainable living,”
Navonel Glick, IsraAID’s program director,
told JNS.org.
Drawing on Israel’s military expertise
and robust health care system, IsraAID
has tackled humanitarian disasters in
22 countries, including earthquakes in
Japan and Haiti, refugee situations in
South Sudan and Kenya, and Hurricane
Katrina and Superstorm Sandy in the
United States.
In early October, IsraAID supplied
mattresses, blankets, food, and hygiene
kits to more than 1,000 people in the
Dohuk and Erbil refugee camps in Iraq’s
Kurdish region.
Providing aid to refugees in the
Arab world is no easy task for an Israeli
organization, especially in countries as
hostile to the Jewish state as Iraq, which
has been overrun by jihadists from the
Islamic State terror group.
“This is an issue that is very sensitive,
but not for the reasons that one would
expect,” Glick said. “More than our
security, our concern is how to make
sure to protect the people that we
are helping. Having people we want
to assist become the target of Islamic

State sleeper cells within camps would
be horrendous.”
The plight of Iraq’s Christians and
Yazidis is eerily similar to the story of the
country’s former Jewish community. The
modern persecution and expulsion of Iraqi
religious minorities draws many parallels
to the waves of attacks on, and eventual
expulsion of, Iraqi Jewry during the mid20th century. Nearly 135,000 Jews were
forced to leave Iraq from 1948 onwards.
“We decided to launch this project
because of the incredible needs of the
displaced populations fleeing death
and abuse at the hands of the Islamic
State,” said Glick. “They are coming with
absolutely nothing but the clothes on their
backs.”
According to estimates, more than
1.8 million Iraqis have been displaced
by Islamic State. Christians in particular
have been singled out by the jihadists,
with many being forced to convert, leave,
or die.
Most of the refugees living in Iraq’s
Kurdish region are Christians and Yazidis
who fled from Islamic State during the
summer. A video recently posted by
IsraAID shows the organization’s truck
arriving at a refugee camp in Kurdistan,
with relief workers being warmly greeted
by the refugees as they distribute the
humanitarian items.
While Israel does not have diplomatic
relations with Iraq, Israel and the Kurds
maintain warm relations, and Israeli Prime
Minister Benjamin Netanyahu has backed
Kurdish independence.
“We do not want to hide our identity, and
to be honest, with those who knew where
we were from, we never encountered
any animosity whatsoever — quite the
opposite at times, in fact,” Glick said.
IsraAID is funded by a diverse group
of sources including North American

Jewish communities, Christian partners,
foundations, corporate sponsors, and
private individuals. The American Jewish
Committee recently announced it would
provide assistance to IsraAID’s efforts in
Iraq and West Africa. AJC has partnered
with IsraAID in the past on a number of
humanitarian relief missions.
“AJC has long responded to
humanitarian crises around the world,”
Kenneth Bandler, AJC’s director of media
relations, told JNS.org. “Our partnership
with IsraAID began about a decade ago
to offer an international Jewish response
to manmade and natural disaster and
emergency situation.”
“IsraAID’s ability to send quickly muchneeded humanitarian and medical experts
and supplies and to be among the very
first on the ground is impressive, and,
importantly, demonstrates that Israelis
can and do assist others,” added Bandler.
Currently, IsraAID is the only Israeli
entity present on the ground in West Africa
amid the Ebola crisis. Glick, who recently
traveled to Sierra Leone to help lead the
organizations efforts there, described the
situation as “very worrying.”
The Israeli Foreign Ministry and
M A S H AV — I s r a e l ’s A g e n c y f o r
International Development Cooperation
have jointly begun sending aid to the
region, including the deployment of
mobile field hospitals that feature isolation
units and protective gear for medical
professionals.
Despite increasing international
assistance, more than 4,000 people have
died so far in the Ebola outbreak.
“The Ebola outbreak continues to
spread, and while an increasing amount
of international support is coming, the
healthcare workers that have been on the
frontline of the fight for over five months
now are absolutely exhausted, burnt out,

and traumatized,” Glick said.
In Sierra Leone, IsraAID is beginning
to provide training to address the psychosocial impact of Ebola.
“Most people realize the very direct
medical efforts necessary to tackle the
disease, but only now are people starting
to realize the psychological toll that the
outbreak has had on huge sections of the
population — from fear of infection, to grief
for whole families and communities that
have been decimated, all compounded by
increasing stigma towards survivors and
the families of victims,” Glick said.
According to Glick, the reaction to
IsraAID training has been very positive
among the people of Sierra Leone and the
country’s government — including support
from the First Lady of Sierra Leone, Sia
Koroma, who is a trained psychiatric
nurse.
Though the crisis in West Africa
is serious, Glick said people around
the world need to stop the panic and
hysteria surrounding Ebola. He said the
sensationalistic global reaction to the
outbreak is leading to a growing stigma
associated with people from West Africa
and hampering efforts to combat the
disease.
“This disease is indeed dangerous and
scary, but it is not easily transmitted, and
even in the affected countries, there are
still millions of people that are living their
lives every day,” he said.
Glick said IsraAID is committed to
continuing to provide aid to Iraqi refugees
as winter approaches, and he believes
that the Ebola outbreak in West Africa
is also a long-term project that may take
several years to contain and heal.
“The road to containing and eventually
beating this disease is still a ways away,
and mitigating its psychological impact will
probably take years,” he said.

Sodastream bows to BDS, and the only losers are the Palestinians
By David Rosenberg
Haaretz
SodaStream appears to have finally
surrendered to the global boycott,
sanctions and divestment movement.
The Israeli manufacturer of machines
for making fizzy drinks at home, which
achieved some fame for recruiting
Scarlett Johansson as its pitchwoman,is
closing its factory in the West Bank.
The BDS movement may feel it
claimed a victory. But against whom?
Neither the company, nor the occupation,
nor Israel lost much, but the hundreds of
Palestinians employed at the plant lost
their jobs.
BDSers zeroed in on SodaStream not
because it was a fair or logical target, but
because it was an easy one. It is one
of the very few big Israeli companies
actually operating in the West Bank,
rather than inside pre-1967 Israel. So
even more moderate BDSs who might
feel squeamish about boycotting Israel
could comfortably snub SodaStream.
Moreover, unlike most Israeli exports
that sit in the bowels of your smartphone
or part of an anonymous corporate
computer network, SodaStream has an
easy-to-identify product line vulnerable
to boycott — a soda-maker you buy to
start off with and then C02 capsules
and flavored syrups you buy for years
thereafter. A guilt-ridden boycotter,
having bought the device not realizing the
full extent he or she was contributing to
Palestinian oppression, could find relief
from guilt by refusing to restock it with
syrups and capsules, or buy a rival’s.
And even though SodaStream enjoys
a certain amount of cachet, even in
left-liberal bastions like Brooklyn, it is
certainly not a product you can’t do
without. In other words, it perfectly fit the
model of the anti-Israel BDS movement

— and for that matter lots of other boycott
movements — that demand few if any
personal sacrifices from supporters, and
places the moral burden and its costs
on others.
Thus universities are routinely urged
to divest holdings in companies whose
products the boycotters themselves use.
Thus people living in Europe and the
United States make a moral decision to
put hundreds of Palestinians out of work
while they move on to the next cause or
campaign.
Those Palestinians might be quietly
lauding the activists, but I doubt it: If
they found working for SodaStream
so morally loathsome, why were they
working there at all? If it is because they
desperately needed the jobs, how moral
was it for BDSers to tell them they must
give up their livelihood to score a point
for Palestine?
It was an easy target, but did
SodaStream really merit the kind of rage
it elicited from BDSers?
Yes, if you take the view of the BDS
movement, which regards anyone and
everything connected with Israel as
morally tainted. When Israel sends an
aid mission to Haiti, it is only doing it to
present itself in a good light, not to help
Haitians like everyone else, says the
movement. If Israel respects gay rights,
it’s only to distract attention from its
oppression of Palestinians.
When the French cosmetics company
Garnier sent free products to female
soldiers during last summer’s Gaza
conflict, it became an inseparable part
of Israel’s war effort. “If Garnier supports
IDF, they will not see a single penny from
me ever again for as long as I live” was
a typical online response.
In this universe of moral black and
whites, where even eyeliner can be tainted

with Palestinian blood, SodaStream was
doomed to be black because it is Israeli.
But in the real world of limited moral
choices, where people and even large
businesses often can do no more
than act the best they can under the
circumstances, SodaStream did pretty
well. It’s a business, so BDS spokesman
Rafeef Ziadah’s charge that SodaStream
wasn’t acting out of the “kindness of its
heart” is irrelevant as it is ludicrous.
More to the point is that the company
has been paying wages four or five
times higher than the average for the
West Bank (BDSers angrily say it was
only three or four times). Even Israeli
labor rights groups have not accused it
in recent years of treating its Palestinian
employees badly.
Moreover, SodaStream isn’t an
ideologically motivated settler intent
on occupying the West Bank at all
costs. It’s a business that chose to
manufacture in the territories because
of cost considerations, most of which are
due to tax breaks whose costs fell on the
Israeli government, not on Palestinians. If
Israel and the Palestinians ever reach an
accord, it’s hard to imagine SodaStream
in the frontlines fighting to stop it; in fact,
it might have easily decided to continue
doing business in Palestine.
Indeed, SodaStream’s high public
profile and vulnerability to consumer
boycotts makes it such a tempting target
that the movement appears to be gearing
up a campaign against it. On the heels
of the factory closure, the movement
accused SodaStream of preparing to
exploit the local Bedouin population when
it moves manufacturing to a new plant
inside pre-1967 Israel Negev region. “It’s
new Lehavim factory is close to Rahat, a
planned township in the Naqab (Negev)
desert, where Palestinian Bedouins are

being forcefully transferred against their
will,” Ziadah thundered.
Ignoring the over-the-top terminology
about forced transfer, BDS is saying that
SodaStream will remain a corporate
criminal for building a plant near a
controversial place. It’s grasping for
straws.
And for now, straws is all it has. BDS
remains a movement of a lot of noise,
but few results. SodaStream is such a
tempting target that it can’t be allowed to
go away because there are so few others
the movement can target with any hope
of succeeding and because meeting
the high standards of ethical behavior
by Israel and anyone associated with it
is impossible. Are BDSers going to try
to convince supporters not to use Intel
chips and consign themselves to the
Stone Age because the company’s Kiryat
Gat plant is near the site of the former
Palestinian village of Iraq al-Manshiyya?
Will it dare urge people not to buy homes
or work in office building constructed with
Caterpillar tractors?
If the movement is making the case
that any association with Israel is morally
wrong, how can it not apply these same
impossibly high standards to struggles
for freedom and against oppression
elsewhere in the world?
BDS supporters should be asking
themselves these and other difficult
questions, but they won’t, because
even as they cast their struggle in the
framework of right-versus-wrong, what
they are really waging is a tribal battle
animated by hatred for the enemy,
Israel, and reversing the humiliation
of losing Palestine in 1948. The goal
is to score victories. The fact that not
a single Palestinian is better off today
without SodaStream in the West Bank
is irrelevant.
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Netanyahu to Federation leaders: ‘Israel is ready for peace’
Speaking by video to the Jewish
Federations of North America’s General
Assembly near Washington Nov. 11,
Prime Minister Benjamin Netanyahu
spoke forcefully and openly about Iran
and Palestinian incitement that has
led to much unrest in Jerusalem and
throughout Israel. He also took the
occasion to thank the leadership and the
rank-and-file membership of the various
Jewish Federations for their unflagging
support for the Jewish State.
Here are excerpts from his talk:
I want to acknowledge and salute
DeDe Feinberg, Chair of the Executive
Committee;Jerry Silverman, the JFNA
President and CEO; and the hundreds
of leaders and professionals who are
there tonight, for the terrific job you do
to strengthen the Jewish communities
of North America and to strengthen
support for Israel. Your communities
have stood resolutely by our side as
Israel has defended itself time and again
against enemies bent on our destruction,
including during this past summer in
Operation Protective Edge.
You led solidarity missions; you
raised money to help those in need;
and you held rallies in support for Israel.
And as our soldiers defended Israel on
the battlefield, you helped defend Israel
in another battlefield — in the court of
public opinion. And you did that by doing
something very simple — you just told the
truth. You told the truth about Israel’s just
battle against Hamas terrorists. I want to
say two words to you: Thank you. Thank
you for standing up for Israel. Thank you
for standing up for the truth.
And by the way, Ron Dermer (Israel’s
Ambassador in Washington) — you can
tell Vice President Biden that I know we’re
still buddies. We’ll always be buddies.
The vice president said yesterday that
we don’t always agree. That’s true. But
we definitely agree that Israel has no
greater friend and ally than the United
States, and that the United States has
no greater friend and ally than the State
of Israel. I deeply appreciate the unique
and special friendship between Israel and
the United States of America, as well as
the great friendship between Israel and
the state of Canada.
The threat of Iran
It’s important for any country to
have such alliances, but especially for
a country like Israel that faces many
challenges unlike any other nation on
Earth. But none of these challenges is
more important than the threat posed by
Iran’s nuclear ambitions.
Our goal must not be merely to
prevent Iran from developing nuclear
weapons today. We must also prevent
Iran from developing nuclear weapons
tomorrow.
Iran is openly committed to Israel’s
destruction. And even as Iran negotiates
a nuclear deal with the leading powers in
the international community, its Supreme
Leader, Ayatollah Khamenei, brazenly
calls for Israel’s annihilation. These
are not my words, these are his words:
“Israel’s annihilation.”
He just did it again three days ago
on his Twitter account. That’s apparently
the Iranian regime’s idea of modernity —
tweeting about the annihilation of Israel.
But I’m afraid these aren’t mere
words. These aren’t mere words; they’re
not just statements thrown out in the air,
which is harmful enough. The regime
in Iran’s wild rhetoric is also backed by
murderous action.
Iran arms, trains, finances the
Palestinian terrorist groups Hamas and
Islamic Jihad. It has supplied them, and
its main terrorist proxy, Hezbollah, with
tens of thousands of rockets to fire on
Israeli citizens. Iran perpetrates murder

and mayhem throughout the Middle East
— in Syria, in Iraq, in Lebanon, in Gaza,
in Yemen and elsewhere. It has spread
a reign of terror across five continents from Bangkok to Burgas, and even an
attempt in Washington, DC.
Iran’s savagery abroad is also matched
by its brutality at home. The ayatollah
regime executes political opponents,
religious and ethnic minorities, gays,
feminists and journalists. And executions
have increased, not decreased, under the
supposedly moderate Rouhani regime.
This is how Iran acts without nuclear
weapons; now imagine how Iran will
act if a deal is made that leaves it as a
threshold nuclear power.
My friends, it’s obvious that Iran
wants to remove the sanctions that
have had such a devastating impact on
its economy. But it should be equally
obvious that Iran is not prepared to
dismantle its nuclear weapons program
in return.
Unfortunately, instead of holding firm
and demanding that Iran dismantle its
program, the international community is
reportedly, and I hope these reports do
not prove to be true, but the international
community is reportedly willing to leave
Iran’s nuclear program largely intact.
They hope to rely on intelligence and
inspectors to prevent Iran from developing
nuclear weapons. I believe this would be
a bad deal and a huge mistake.
We must recognize the limitations
of our own intelligence gathering
capabilities. Remember — for years, both
Israel’s intelligence and US intelligence
failed to discover Iran’s secret enrichment
facilities at Natanz and Qom. And given
that record, there is no reason to believe
that our intelligence facilities will be
perfect in the future.
As for inspectors, they weren’t able
to stop North Korea from getting the
bomb. And if the 10-year run-around
that Iran has given the International
Atomic Energy Agency is any indication,
inspectors won’t stop Iran from getting
the bomb either.
The IAEA itself has reported just last
week that Iran continues to conceal the
most suspicious aspects of its nuclear
program from the international inspectors
that are already in Iran.
Some people have suggested that
Iran can help America solve the problems
of the Middle East. But Iran is not part
of the solution. It’s a huge part of the
problem. The Islamic State of Iran is not
a partner of America. It’s an enemy of
America. And it should be treated as an
enemy — by keeping tough sanctions
on the regime; by making clear that the
international community is determined
to do whatever it takes to prevent Iran
from breaking out or sneaking out to get
the bomb.
See, the worst thing that can happen
now is for the international community
to agree to a deal that leaves Iran as a
threshold nuclear power and removes
the sanctions. That would be a disaster of
historic proportions. It would embolden all
of Iran’s terrorist proxies throughout the
region; it would trigger a nuclear arms race
between Sunnis and Shi’ites that would
endanger the entire planet. And it would
pose, needless to say, a grave danger
to the State of Israel. Israel cannot allow
a regime committed to its destruction to
develop the weapons to achieve that goal.
But the alternative to a bad deal
is not war. It means giving existing
sanctions and even stronger sanctions
more time to work to achieve the goal of
fully dismantling Iran’s military nuclear
capabilities.
To remove sanctions before that goal
is reached is to remove any hope of a
genuine diplomatic solution.
That is why avoiding a bad deal and

maintaining strong pressure on Iran
should be the policy of all responsible
governments. So too, all responsible
governments should help President
Obama in his effort to degrade and
defeat ISIS.
But as I said to the United Nations a
few months ago, to defeat ISIS and allow
Iran to be a threshold nuclear power
would be to win the battle and lose the
war. The greatest threat facing our world
is to have the forces of militant Islam get
the bomb. That must never be allowed to
happen, for Israel’s sake, for the peace
in the Middle East, for the peace and
security of the entire world.
Confronting Palestinian terrorism
As we work to prevent the ultimate
danger of a nuclear-armed Iran, we must
also act forcefully to confront Palestinian
terrorism and incitement. In recent
weeks, we have seen a dramatic rise
in terrorist attacks against Jews across
the country, including here in Jerusalem.
These attacks have been accompanied
by a systemic campaign of incitement,
including libels about Israel trying to
change the status quo on the Temple
Mount and even wild allegations that we
are planning to destroy Muslim holy sites.
These are false accusations. They’re
absolute fabrications. Israel is fully
committed to the status quo. Last week,
I spoke to King Abdullah of Jordan,
and I reiterated Israel’s commitment to
maintain the religious status quo on the
Temple Mount. I will continue to make
every effort to restore calm, to restore
quiet and security, so that all may enjoy
the religious freedom guaranteed by
Israeli law.
But I regret to say that the Palestinian
Authority, which should also be working
to calm tensions, has joined Hamas and
other radical Islamists in fanning the
flames. President Abbas himself called
on Palestinians to prevent Jews from
entering the Temple Mount. He used the
words: “by any means possible.”
See, this — the Temple Mount, the
holiest place in Judaism, where Jews have
visited peacefully for years — President
Abbas says we should not set foot there.
That’s changing the status quo.
President Abbas publicly praised the
Islamic Jihad terrorist who tried to murder
Rabbi Yehuda Glick, declaring that the
would-be assassin would, and here’s his
quote: “would go to heaven as a martyr
defending the rights of our people and its
holy places.” That’s the end of the quote.
And just today President Abbas accused
Jews of “contaminating” — his word —
contaminating the Temple Mount. Once
again, this incitement to violence is coupled
with revisionist history intended to delegitimize
the Jewish people and the Jewish state.
The official Facebook page of Fatah,
just turn it on, you’ll see it, you have to
Google this to believe this. The official
Facebook page of Fatah denies that the
Jewish people have any connection to
the Temple Mount or that there was ever
a Temple Mount at all — a temple on the
Temple Mount.
Jerusalem, the ancient City of David,
like the Land of Israel, is simply erased
by the Palestinians from their history
books. Unfortunately, the international
community does not hold the Palestinians
responsible for this sort of incitement
and denial of history, and I think that’s
tragic, because these distortions and this
incitement are so corrosive to the effort
to reach a genuine peace.
Setting back the cause of peace
Rather than help advance peace, many
in the international community are setting
back the cause of peace by convincing
Palestinians that they can have a state
without making peace with Israel.

Recognizing a Palestinian state
without demanding an end to the
Palestinian Authority’s pact with Hamas,
an internationally recognized terrorist
organization is absurd. Recognizing
a Palestinian nation-state without
demanding that the Palestinians
recognize the nation-state of the Jewish
people is unjust.
Recognizing a Palestinian state
without demanding an end to incitement
in official Palestinian media and schools
is reckless. And recognizing a Palestinian
state without demanding robust security
arrangements to enable Israel to protect
itself and the peace that is dangerous.
If the issue of Palestinian statehood
is brought before the UN Security Council
outside the context of a peace agreement
with Israel, this should be flatly rejected.
If any one-sided anti-Israel resolution
is brought before that council, it should
be vigorously opposed. The IsraeliPalestinian conflict will not be solved
by exploiting the automatic anti-Israel
majorities in the UN bodies. You can pass
anything there. But that is not the way to
achieve peace.
The only way to peace is through
direct negotiations that address all the
core issues. Israel is ready for these
negotiations; Israel is ready for peace;
I am ready for peace. But it must be a
genuine peace, a durable peace, and
for that, we must have a Palestinian
partner who is committed to forging such
a genuine peace — a partner who is
prepared to confront terrorism and end
incitement; a partner who is prepared to
recognize the nation-state of the Jewish
people; a partner who is prepared to
address Israel’s legitimate security
concerns seriously; a partner who wants
a Palestinian state not to continue the
conflict with Israel, but to end it once
and for all.
Ladies and Gentlemen, there are
many countries in the region today who
do want to put the conflict behind us. I
think that offers hope. There are leading
Sunni Arab states that are re-evaluating
their traditional hostility towards Israel.
They increasingly understand that the
real threat to them doesn’t come from
Israel. It comes from militant Sunni
radicals like ISIS and from a nucleararmed Iran.
And I believe that cooperation with
these states — that are more ready
to work for peace and security with
Israel than ever before — I believe that
cooperation with them can help open
the door to peace with the Palestinians,
and I believe this is possible. But for that,
we need the international community
to stand by Israel, to demand from the
Palestinians to stop incitement and to
demand from them to go for peace.
My friends, for 66 years, the Jewish
communities of North America have been
dedicated partners in building the State
of Israel. You have helped us transform
Israel into a global technological
powerhouse, a wonder of medicine and
science and innovation, a vibrant and
dynamic democracy.
You have stood by Israel’s side as
we forged historic peace agreements
with Egypt and Jordan, and as we have
worked to advance peace with the
Palestinians.
And just as you have stood with Israel,
Israel stands with you in confronting antiSemitism; in strengthening Jewish identity;
in working to ensure that the next generation
of Jews remains just as committed to our
remarkable partnership; and in ensuring that
all Jews around the world know that they will
always have a home in Israel.
We are one people. We share one
history. And we have one destiny.
Thank you all. Thank you for standing
by Israel, and goodbye from Jerusalem.
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