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Changes are in the works
for Jewish community high school
By Bill Franklin
We are redesigning our community
Jewish high school for next year. Jewishly
educating our youth is of the highest value,
and we need to find engaging and creative
ways to transmit the ancient and modern
knowledge and wisdom of our people.
We have found an Israeli company,
Bonim B’Ychad. Its name means “working
together” in Hebrew. Bonim B’Yachad
combines outstanding Israeli educators
with cutting-edge technology. It provides
strong online educational programs
that we can collaboratively customize

to address the needs of our students.
Classes are taught live and offered at all
levels in a wide range of subject areas.
The use of large-screen TV’s facilitates
active learning. There are currently
three U.S. schools engaged with Bonim
B’Yachad. All are very satisfied and highly
recommend the company.
To facilitate the classes and enhance
our children’s participation in Jewish youth
organizations such as NFTY, BBYO and
NCSY, we are partnering with Lancaster’s
Jewish community to bring a Shaliach to
our area. He or she will administer our high

school and support the youth programs in
both communities. This will also create
opportunities for our communities to
come together more often for programs
and activities. As an Israeli emissary, our
Shaliach will be a representative of Israel
to our Jewish and general communities as
well as developing programs for all ages.
Our thanks to Rabbi Dov Lerner for his
contributions and the positive impact he
has had on our children over the years.
We will be meeting with parents and
students to discuss our high school plans for
2019-2020 on Thursday, Aug. 15 at 7 p.m.

Reading Jewish, Muslim communities
to support Israel peace initiative
By Bill Franklin
In an effort to promote a peaceful future
for the Jewish and Palestinian citizens of
Israel, the Jewish Federation of Reading
and the Islamic Center of Reading are
proud to announce a collaborative effort
to support the work of the Givat Haviva
International School (GHIS). GHIS seeks
to transform the Middle East and beyond
by developing a powerful network of
leaders who will work together to achieve
a shared society and a sustainable, just
future.
This past fall, GHIS inaugurated its
first class of 55 students from 17 different
countries. Half of the student body comes
from within Israel, divided equally between
Jews and Palestinians, and the other half
comes from 16 other countries, including
South Sudan, Kazakhstan, and the U.S. The
students represent four of the major world
religions — Judaism, Islam, Christianity
and Buddhism. The GHIS faculty is also
international, consisting of Jewish and
Palestinian-Israelis, American, British,
Indian, and other distinguished educators
from around the world. The focus of their
studies is leadership and conflict resolution,
and graduates receive the prestigious
International Baccalaureate Diploma.
GHIS is the newest project on the
campus of Givat Haviva. Founded in 1949,
Givat Haviva is dedicated to promoting
mutual responsibility, civic equality, and
cooperation between the divided groups of
Israel as the foundation for building a shared
future and shared society. The annual cost
for a student at GHIS is $25,000. Of the
total budget — 25% is financed by the
Israeli government; tuition covers 15% and
20% is financed by Givat Haviva. Donations
from many religions and different countries,
including Israeli Jews and Arabs, covers the
remaining 40%.
Givat Haviva is the recipient of global
recognition and numerous awards

including the UNESCO Prize for Peace
Education, the FES Human Rights Award,
the Dr. Chaim Constantiner Prize in Jewish
Education, and the Austrian government’s
Intercultural Achievement Award. In
2018, the UN’s Economic and Social
Council (ECOSOC) awarded Givat Haviva
Special Consultative Status in recognition
of its outstanding achievements as a
world leader in advancing dialogue and
reconciliation.
GHIS has just completed its first full
year. The students are in the process of
a transformation that will develop them
both as individuals and leaders of their
community. They bring hope to all who
meet them as they represent a chance
for a better future both in the Middle East
and across the world. Uri and Wajd, two
current GHIS students said:
“I grew up learning to keep away from
Arabs. I resented the ‘other side’ for all
the things they did to ‘my country’. But
through this school, I learned to live and
love the ‘other side’. I know that we have
only finished the first year, but I cannot
wait for our reunion in the future. I will

be able to look at my peers and all the
success and happiness they will inevitably
accrue and be able to say that I am proud.
I am proud of us because I already know
we will make a change and that we are
making a change.” Uri - Israel
“Hate is a big word. But it’s a much
bigger feeling and a much bigger ideology.
I grew up in a small all Arab all Muslim
village, where interacting with the ‘other
side’ was never an option…Initially I
thought communicating with Jews will be
a real challenge but slowly I found I can
even build friendships and learn to love
the other side. GHIS is a peaceful platform
to express my ideas … I’m pursuing
my passion alongside people I grew up
thinking I should hate in an environment
I could never have dreamed to enter two
years ago.” Wajd - Israel
You can contribute to our community’s
support of GHIS (please state that your
donation is for GHIS) by sending your
donation to:
Givat Haviva Educational Foundation
601 West 26th St, Suite 325-25
New York, New York 10001
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By Richard Nassau
Development Director
Yo u r s u p p o r t o f
Federation includes
supporting arts and
cultural programs.
Jewish arts and
culture are a vital part of
any Jewish community.
They are the fabric
of what we do as a
community. This is why they are often
overlooked. Many of the arts and cultural
programs Federation offers in Berks County
don’t always get the spotlight. They are
programs that can be overshadowed by the
demands of the work we do as a community
Federation.
Arts and culture are a lower priority when
our work requires us to help people who
every day are struggling just to meet their
basic needs. Arts and cultural programs
may not have the same urgency as issues
that arise, and Federation needs to be a
vigilant advocate for our children’s Jewish

education or to respond quickly to a local
act of anti-Semitism.
Helping people every day, standing
up for our children or responding to
hatred are important issues and included
in Federation’s mission to serve our
community. So is providing arts and cultural
programs. In fact, we as a community do
this well. I believe that without a robust arts
and cultural program we aren’t a complete
Jewish community. I think most people
would agree.
We are a diverse community. Today,
it is easy to feel segmented and reduced
to an isolated demographic. Jewish
arts and culture serve as a common
denominator of the Jewish people.
They unite us. They help by building
community across the entire spectrum
of Jewish life and tradition
Arts and cultural programs celebrate
our Jewishness. They remind us that no
matter what may divide us, when we come
together culturally as Jews it can also be
affirming and energizing.

We in Berks County are fortunate that
we are diverse. Our diversity allows us to
offer a range of programs. We are also
fortunate to be a community small enough
that we can join with our neighbors and
friends to enjoy, connect and support each
other through our Jewish culture.
Jewish arts and cultural unify us. Arts
and cultural programs offer something
for everyone. They provide an incredible
opportunity for the Jewish community
to come together and for the general
community to celebrate Jewish culture on
so many platforms.
The programs sponsored by Federation
center around Jewish themed films,
book clubs, current events, workshops,
discussion groups, theatre opportunities
and art displays. They include bringing
speakers, artists, musicians and authors
to Berks County.
It is an incredible number of programs.
All because of you. We invite you to join
your neighbors and friends to explore them
all, together.

Lineup announced for Jewish Film Series
By Amanda J. Hornberger
The Jewish Cultural Center and Fox
Theatres are proud to announce the lineup for
the sixth annual Reading Jewish Film Series.
The 2020 edition will once again feature a
variety of films, from dramas to documentaries,
from Europe, Israel, and the United States.
The complete list of dates and films are:
Sept. 18, 7 p.m. — “Shoelaces,” a drama
from Israel exploring the relationship between
an aging father and his special-needs son
Nov. 10, 3 p.m. — “Cojot,” a documentary
about Holocaust survivor Michel Cojot, with
an in-person discussion with the filmmaker,
Penn State professor Boaz Dvir
Dec. 4, 7 p.m. — “The Keeper,” a romantic
drama from England about German soldier
turned British footballer Bert Trautmann
Jan. 8, 7 p.m. — “Carl Laemmle,” a
documentary about the German Jewish
immigrant who founded Universal Pictures and
saved 300 Jewish families from Nazi Germany

women who create the first all-female
volunteer ambulance corps in New York City.
May 17, 3 p.m. — “Picture of His Life,” an
American documentary about legendary Israeli
photographer Amos Nachoum on his quest to
photograph a wild polar bear, with an in-person
discussion with the filmmaker, Dani Menkin
The 2020 Reading Jewish Film Series
is co-sponsored by the Rubin Educational
Fund of the Jewish Federation of Reading
and Fox Theatres. Admission is $8 per film
($6 for JCC members) or $50 for the series
of seven films ($35 for JCC members).
All films will be shown at Fox East in
Exeter Township. Tickets can be purchased
at the theater beginning a half hour prior to
show time on the day of the screening, and
series tickets can be bought at the JCC.
Cash, checks and credit cards are accepted.
New this year is online tickets available for
purchase at www.ReadingJewishCommunity.
org.

READING
READING
JEWISH
JEWISH
FILM
FILM
SERIES
SERIES
20I5
2020
Feb. 5, 7 p.m. — “The Interpreter”
(Slovakia’s 2018 Academy Award entry),
a road drama about two unlikely travelling
companions resolving past conflicts
March 4, 7 p.m. — “93 Queen,” an
American documentary about the Hasidic
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Celebration of books coming to Berks
By Amanda J. Hornberger
The Jewish Federation of Reading/
Berks is pleased to announce a
brand-new community program,
Literatour: A Celebration of Authors
and Books.
Literatour will bring more than a
dozen authors from the Jewish Book
Council to Berks County over the next
nine months.
Instead of a weeklong book fair,
Literatour is a collaborate program in
partnership with two local libraries and
our synagogues to bring authors who

are Jewish or write on Jewish topics to
our community.
Starting in October and continuing
for nine months Literatour will include
Monday evenings with authors. These
unique events will bring in authors to
Exeter Community Library, Sinking
Spring Public Library, the JCC and
555 Warwick Drive in Wyomissing
for public book discussions and book
signings.
Literatour events will be open to the
public and provide a unique opportunity
for Federation to reach a broader

audience and have the wider community
learn about Federation and the Jewish
community.
Outside of the Monday evening
events, Literatour will include
special children programs featuring
PJ Library and PJ Our Way authors.
In addition, author conversations
with Jamie Bernstein and others
promise to offer something for
everyone.
Look for a detailed schedule of all
the Literatour events in the September
Shalom!

PATRONS AND SPONSORS FROM THE COMMUNITY ARE
ENCOURAGED TO HELP SUPPORT THIS AMAZING NEW
COLLABORATIVE PROGRAM!

LITERATOUR
A CELEBRATION OF AUTHORS AND BOOKS
TO FIND OUT MORE – CONTACT RICHARD NASSAU
RICHARDN@ JFREADING .ORG 610.921.0624
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From the President’s Desk

Program will help community learn more about Israel
By William D. Franklin
President
I have been
to Israel often and
have lived my life in
the Jewish world.
Even though I read
the Jerusalem Post
and Haaretz daily,
my reading and
discussions in our

Israel Book group regularly teach me
how little I know.
American Jews’ knowledge and
understanding of Israel’s people, culture
and political situation is incomplete. As
a result, we are often uncomfortable
and unable to respond to questions
or criticisms of Israel and our Jewish
people.
The Reading Jewish Federation is
excited to partner with the Jewish Council

for Public Affairs (JCPA) to create a
pilot program, which will be rolled out
nationally to rectify this situation.
The curriculum is under development
as you read this. JCPA, JFR and other
educational resources are working
together to develop an innovative,
engaging, community-wide educational
course. Sessions will cover such topics
as Israel’s history and rebirth as a Jewish
state, Zionism and anti-Zionism, Israel

and Arab relations, the Palestinian issue,
Israel’s culture and contributions to the
world and the role of Diaspora Jews.
Our goal is to establish a strong
foundation of knowledge in our community
and, ultimately ,throughout our country.
This will strengthen our ability to connect
to Israel and Israelis, to hold rich and
civil conversations about Israel, and
to engage the general community with
pride.

U.S. ambassador right about Israel annexation issue
By Alan M. Dershowitz
The United States Ambassador
to Israel, David Friedman has been
criticized for making the following
statement: “Under certain circumstances,
I think that Israel has the right to retain
some, but not all, of the West Bank.”
His critics argue that Israel has no such
right under international law because
“this is occupied territory that cannot be
annexed.”
Friedman is correct, and his critics are
wrong. I know, because I participated —
albeit in a small way — in the drafting
of United Nations Security Council
Resolution 242 back in 1967, when
Justice Arthur Goldberg was the U.S.
representative to the United Nations.
I had been his law clerk and was then
teaching at Harvard Law School. He
asked me to come to New York to
advise him on some of the legal issues
surrounding the West Bank.
The major controversy was whether
Israel had to return “all” the territories
captured in its defensive war against
Jordan, or only some of the territories.
The end result was that the binding
English version of the United Nations
Resolution deliberately omitted the
crucial word “all” and substituted the word

“territories,” which both Justice Goldberg
and British Ambassador Lord Caradon
publicly stated meant that Israel was
entitled to retain some of the West Bank.
Moreover, under Resolution 242,
Israel was not required to return a single
inch of captured territory unless its
enemies recognized its right to live within
secure boundaries.
Friedman is right, therefore, in these
two respects: (1) Israel has no right to
retain all of the West Bank, if its enemies
recognize its right to live within secure
borders; (2) Israel has “the right to retain
some” of these territories. The specifics
— the amount and location — are left to
negotiation between the parties.
In the last month of the Obama
administration, President Barack
Obama pushed through a Security
Council Resolution that declared all of
the captured territories, including the
Western Wall, the Jewish Quarter and
the access roads to Hebrew University
and Hadassah Hospital, to be illegally
occupied territories. That benighted
resolution was categorically and rejected
by Israel. It does not represent binding
international law, and virtually no one
believes that the Western Wall is being
illegally occupied by Israel. Indeed, every

world leader who has visited Israel,
including Obama, have prayed at this
illegally “occupied” sacred place.
The reality is that Israel will, under
any circumstances, maintain control
over these traditionally Jewish areas,
as well as the settlement blocks close
to the Green Line. How do I know this?
Because Palestinian President Mahmoud
Abbas has told me on more than one
occasion.
Abbas wants this to occur as a
result of negotiations, but he knows
that any negotiation will produce Israeli
sovereignty over these areas. The
problem is that Abbas refuses to accept
the invitations by President Donald
Trump and Prime Minister Benjamin
Netanyahu to sit down and negotiate
these issues.
The attack on Ambassador Friedman
is mere posturing by the Palestinian
leaders and their supporters. The
realpolitik, recognized by all reasonable
people, is that Israel does have a right to
retain some, but not all, of the West Bank.
In 2000-2001 the Palestinians were
offered a deal in which they would control
more than 90 percent of the West Bank.
In 2008, they were offered an even
more generous deal. In both such deals,

and most likely in the one now being
drafted by the Trump administration,
the Palestinians will get Israeli land
equivalent to the West Bank land that
Israel will annex. The Palestinians have
either rejected or refused to negotiate
over these offers.
So when Ambassador Friedman
talks about “certain circumstances”
that would lead Israel to “retain
some” of the West Bank, he is likely
referencing circumstances under which
the Palestinians would persist in their
refusing to come to the bargaining table,
thus maintaining the status quo.
The Palestinians can end this
untenable status quo by agreeing to
compromise their absolutist claims,
just as Israel will have to comprise
its absolutist claims. The virtue of
Ambassador Friedman’s statement is
that it recognizes that both sides must
give up their absolutist claims, and that
the end result must be Israeli control over
some, but not all, of the West Bank.
Ambassador Friedman’s statement
is not a barrier to peace or negotiations.
It is a realistic recognition of what Israel
will demand, and to what the Palestinians
will ultimately have to agree, regarding
territorial compromise.

With clock ticking, Israeli firm slashes stroke treatment time
From online news reports
When a stroke occurs, every
minute counts. Immediate medical
attention is critical to prevent long-term
disability or death. In the case of strokes
caused by a blood clot in the brain —
known as ischemic strokes, or large
vessel occlusions — a new standard
of care treatment called mechanical
thrombectomy has proved to be highly
efficient, safe and cost-effective.
Despite the emergence of the
breakthrough procedure, which involves
removing a blood clot from the brain
using a stent, as few as one-in-ten
eligible patients in the United States
actually receive the treatment.
The problem is twofold. Even in the
world’s leading health systems, few
physicians are currently trained to perform
the lifesaving stroke intervention treatment,
and availability is especially problematic
outside of major hospitals. To make
matters worse, it can take hours for crucial
brain scans of potential stroke victims to
be evaluated by the necessary hospital
decision-maker, potentially damaging the
patient’s chances of recovery.
Aiming to ensure the delivery of
critical stroke treatment on time is Viz.
ai, a Tel Aviv-based start-up using FDAapproved artificial intelligence and deep
learning technology to automatically
identify suspected blood clots on CT
angiogram scans and alert on-call stroke
physicians within minutes.
“It’s about getting the right doctor to the
right patient at the right time, just in time to
make a difference,” Viz.ai co-founder and
CTO David Golan told The Jerusalem Post.

“For a stroke, time is of critical importance.
The patient arrives at the hospital, and
we treat them as fast as possible. As
we started diving into this world, strokes
became the prime candidate for such
an endeavor. It’s the most time-critical
condition in the whole of medicine.”
Once a CT angiogram scan is
complete, the image is uploaded to
Viz.ai’s cloud software, which analyzes
whether there has been a stroke within
approximately five minutes and, if
confirmed, sends an alert to both the
treating physician and operation team.
T h e c o m p a n y ’s p l a t f o r m a l s o
enables clinical teams to coordinate
complex care and treatment decisions
between hospitals in large hub and
spoke networks, which previously led to
significant delays.
In a recent 300-patient performance
study, Viz.ai’s automatic notifications
resulted in faster notification of the
specialist in 95% of cases, saving an
average time of 52 minutes, and even
as much as 206 minutes.
“Every minute saved can give the
patient an additional week of healthy life,
so by cutting down the period of time by
52 minutes, you are essentially saving one
year of healthy life,” said Golan. “Stroke
patient outcomes can be dramatically
changed with a system like ours.”
T h e Z i v. a i p l a t f o r m r e c e i v e d
FDA clearance in February 2018, a
groundbreaking first approval for an
artificial intelligence-based computeraided triage and notification system.
Today, the technology is commercially
available and already installed in

approximately 100 American hospitals.
The company is backed financially
by investors including Google’s GV
fund, Kleiner Perkins, and former
Google CEO Eric Schmidt’s Innovation
Endeavors
“The best sales force we have are
the key opinion leaders. We have people
speaking on podiums talking about
how Viz.ai improved outcomes at their
hospitals, and they’re really promoting
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the device,” said Golan.
“There is also a huge financial
incentive for hospital systems and
administrators to treat stroke patients
quickly. A patient not treated in time and
left disabled, remaining in a hospital bed,
is both a tragedy and a financial burden.”
Viz.ai is now seeking to replicate its
stroke treatment success by accelerating
accessibility to health care in other acute
and longer term scenarios.
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Kesher Zion Synagogue announces new spiritual leader
Kesher Zion is happy to announce
that a new spiritual leader will be joining
the congregation in early August.
David B. Sislen began his musical
and cantorial training even before
his Bar Mitzvah, and he was first
called to chant High Holiday services
at the age of 15. In the years that
followed, he continued his studies
while serving in a part-time capacity
for several congregations in his native
Washington, D.C., area. In 1996, he
accepted his first full-time pulpit, and
since has served as cantor, educator,
and rabbi for congregations and
schools in Maryland, Florida, and
New York.
Rabbi/Hazzan Sislen graduated
from the University of Maryland in

1988 in with a Bachelor of Arts degree
in theater design. For more than

15 years, he worked as a theatrical
lighting designer in theaters up and
down the East Coast, including
The Kennedy Center, Arena Stage,
Constitution Hall, and off-Broadway
in New York, before devoting himself
to a full-time pulpit.
Sislen was accepted into the Cantors
Assembly in 2000 and has served on its
Membership Committee. He currently
serves as the Associate Editor of the
Journal of Synagogue Music. In 2002,
he was one of the founding members
of the Bay Area Cantorial Association,
a cooperative of cantors and cantorial
soloists from across the Tampa Bay
region.
Sislen received his rabbinical smicha
in 2013 and most recently served as

Rabbi/Hazzan at Temple B’nai Jacob of
Wellington, Fla.
He strives to maintain the liturgical,
ritual, educational, and musical traditions
from the past while adding innovations
and approaches to Jewish practice that
will continue to resonate with 21st century
congregants.
His welcoming approach invites
all to grow in appreciation, practice,
knowledge, and skill in order to
build a vibrant and lasting Jewish
community. Rabbi/Hazzan Sislen
is excited to be the new spiritual
leader of Kesher Zion, the home for
traditional Conservative Judaism in
Berks County: “Come out for services,
and bring your friends! KZ is the place
to be!”

National Jewish organization appoints Fromm as new chair
Reading’s own Michael Fromm has
been elected Board Chair of the Jewish
Council for Public Affairs for the term
June 2019 – June 2021.
Fromm, who will serve as the 28th
leader of JCPA since its founding in
1944, takes over as the organization
seeks to expand its role as a vital
resource to Jewish communities across
the United States in forging alliances
with other ethnic, cultural and religious
groups.
“I am honored to have the confidence
of the board and JCPA’s numerous
stakeholders as we move this great
organization into a new era,” Fromm said
in the organization’s official statement
announcing his election. “My aim is

to work with lay leaders and staff to
strengthen the capacity of the community
relations network nationally so it can
ably address not only the issues we face
today, but also those we can anticipate as
the political and social climates become
more challenging.”
Fromm has held numerous leadership
roles in the philanthropic community
over the past 25 years. Most recently,
he served as JCPA’s first Vice Chair
and adviser to the Finance Committee.
Fromm is a former Jewish Federation
board chair (Reading, PA) and board
member of Jewish Federations of North
America (JFNA). He serves as an
Ambassador of the American Jewish
Joint Distribution Committee (JDC) and

is chairman of the board of trustees of
Alvernia University, located in Reading.
He is CEO of Fromm Electric Supply
Corporation and a proud alumnus of the
University of Michigan. Michael resides
with his wife, Susan, in Reading and
New York.
JCPA is the network hub for 125
community relations councils and 17
national Jewish agencies. Its mission
is to coordinate, build consensus and
mobilize the network while serving as
the national representative of its public
policy and public affairs platform. JCPA’s
mandate is to advocate for a just and
pluralistic America, Israel’s quest for
peace and security, and global human
rights.

Special thanks to our interns

Spring JCC intern Jazmin Rusk, a 2019 graduate of Conrad Weiser High School, with Amanda Hornberger.

The JCC thanks two young
women who have served as interns
this year.
Jazmin Rusk, a 2019 graduate of
Conrad Weiser High School, showed
great dedication and worked hard as
our intern during the spring semester.
Jazmin interned two mornings a week
at the JCC for her last semester of

high school. She worked on digitizing
our Shalom archives and on database
projects and helped at the Jewish
Family Service Passover Seder. Jazmin
enjoyed learning about the Jewish
community and experiencing her first
Seder while gaining new skills.
Jazmin will attend West Chester
University in the fall, and the entire

Wyomissing High School graduate Abby Goldberg has returned to the JCC as our summer intern.

staff of the JCC wishes her nothing but
success in her future endeavors.
Abby Goldberg is working part-time
at the JCC as our summer intern. Abby
is a 2018 graduate of Wyomissing
High School who just completed her
freshman year at Brown University. She
is working on our new database CRM
and other technology platforms, helping

staff get up to speed on some great new
technologies aimed to help our office run
more smoothly. She is assisting on data
analytics for aspects of our strategic plan
and continuing the work she started as
a senior in high school by digitizing our
Shalom archive.
If you see Abby this summer at the
JCC, please stop and say hello!
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Summer fun at camp for RCOS crew

Rabbi Brian Michelson with members of this summer’s Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom contingent at Camp Harlam in Kunkletown. From left are Aspen Weizer, Samantha Ferrese, Alexandra Levin, Rachel
Radosh, Talia Spillerman, Ruby Nemeroff and Dani Radosh. Not pictured: Audra Nemirow and Chloe Carlin.

Bank Leumi appoints its first Arab-Israeli chairman
From online news reports
Dr. Samer Haj Yehia is the first Arab-Israeli to be
appointed chairman of Bank Leumi, Israel’s oldest
banking corporation. The bank’s previous president
and CEO is retiring.
Now 48, Haj Yehia has been one of the directors
of Bank Leumi for five years and has directed
other firms, including the Hadassah Medical
Center, the Strauss Group, the Council for Higher
Education, and the FinTech initiative BondIT.
Haj Yehia has also worked for businesses in the
United States, including Fidelity Investments and
GMO Investments. Haj Yehia earned his PhD in
economics at MIT as part of the Fulbright IsraelArab Scholarship Program in 1996, and he has
lectured at Harvard, MIT, Hebrew University, and
the Interdisciplinary Center in Herzliya.
Many people have taken to social media to
congratulate Haj Yehia for his position and to congratulate

him on his promotion. “Another glass ceiling broken,”
tweeted former chairman of the Labor party Isaac
Herzog, adding that “He’s incredibly talented, globally
renown. I had the privilege of mentoring him when he
begun his legal career and watching his career bloom.
I have every confidence in his success.”
“I bless Dr. Samer Haj Yehia’s appointment
to chairman of Bank Leumi and wish him great
success in his position!” Prime Minister Netanyahu
tweeted.
Some leaders have used Haj Yehia’s appointment as
a means of disputing claims that Israel is an apartheid
state. “In another blow to the BDS movement and its
claim that Israel is an Apartheid state, Israeli Arab Dr.
Samer Haj Yihye was just elected as Chairman of the
Board of Bank Leumi. How many black South Africans
held similar positions in Apartheid South Africa?”
tweeted Maurice Hirsch, head of legal strategies for
Palestinian Media Watch.

Bank Leumi has its roots in the early Zionist
movement, tracing its origins to Theodor Herzl’s
article “Jüdische Colonialbank,” which maintained that
the Zionist movement needed institutional financial
support. With 250,000 pounds that Herzl collected, he
jump-started the “Jewish Colonial Trust,” and then the
“Anglo-Palestinian Company” in 1902 London.
By 1903, the APC managed to open a branch
in Jaffa, which was then under Ottoman Turkish
sovereignty. The APC encouraged industry and
construction in pre-mandate Palestine and eventually
marked its separation from Britain in 1950, when it
transferred its assets to a company called “Leumi
Le’Israel.”
Bank Leumi has a market cap above 10.5 billion
dollars, and its net income in the first quarter of 2019
was $301 million, a 50% increase from the year before.
The bank has 250 branches throughout Israel, with other
operations overseas.

Marking reading achievement at Chabad Hebrew School
Rabbi Brian Michelson with members of this summer’s Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom contingent at Camp Harlam in Kunkletown. From left are Aspen Weizer, Samantha Ferrese, Alexandra Levinm
Rachel Radosh, Talia Spillerman, Ruby Nemeroff and Dani Radosh Not pictured: Audra Nemirow and Chloe Carlin.

Chabad Hebrew School’s Alef Champ program is on the cutting edge of Hebrew reading. Modeled after the Karate/Martial Arts motivational system, it works by dividing different reading skills into levels defined by color.
Above students gather with their medals.
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Israel Book Club: ‘The Others Within Us”
By John Incledon,
Moisey Schneider
and Andi Franklin
“The Others Within Us: Constructing
Jewish-Israel Identity” evoked radically
different understandings. Therefore, this
review is in point-counterpoint format.
Point:
What is identity? What is a self?
Are we born with these? The French
philosopher René Descartes famously
declared, “I think, therefore I am.”
The very act of thinking, Descartes
suggested, is proof that a self resides in
each of us.
In the essay “The Narrative Creation
of Self,” Harvard psychologist Jerome
Bruner says: “I want to begin by proposing
that … there is no such thing as an
intuitively obvious and essential self
to know, one that just sits there ready
to be portrayed in words. Rather, we
constantly construct and reconstruct
ourselves to meet the needs of the
situation we encounter, and we do so with
the guidance of our memories of the past
and hopes and fears for the future.” That
is to say, we construct a self by creating
and telling our life story.
In the words of social psychologist Dan
P. McAdams: “We are all storytellers, and
we are the stories we tell. … A growing
number of theorists and researchers
agree that people begin to construct
narrative identities in adolescence and
young adulthood and continue to work
on these [life] stories across the adult
life course. The self comes to terms
with society through narrative” [one’s
life story].
This is exactly what Dan Bar-On
describes in “The Others Within Us.” The
author analyzes life stories from people
he interviews and in them finds collective
patterns of a changing Israeli identity
over the course of the 20th century. He
outlines four patterns in his book.
In his first pattern, Bar-On’s analysis
focuses on the European, Ashkenazi,
Zionist Jews who arrived in Palestine
during the early years of the 20th century.

This group sought to distinguish itself from
traditional religious and diaspora Jews,
who were fleeing hardship or hoping to
recreate the Old World in the New Land .
However, the Zionists in Palestine sought
to create a “new” Jew who would correct
these negative motivations through
“strength, economic self-sufficiency,
and a willingness to fight for personal
and collective independence.” With the
establishment of the State of Israel the
“new Jew” was redefined as the “Sabra,”
who was born in Israel and fought for
its independence. Bar-On calls this the
monolithic construction of Jewish identity.
The monolithic construction of
Jewish-Israeli collective identity was
challenged, Bar-On tells us, by various
‘Others.’ These included Jewish
‘Others’; Holocaust survivors and
Jews from Arab countries, as well
as non-Jewish ‘Others’; Nazis and
Middle Eastern Arabs. In the emerging
Israeli society, the monolithic self was
mobilized as an ‘absolute good’ in
an existential struggle against these
‘Others.’ With further challenges of
cultural ,ethnic, religious, and gender
diversity, Bar-On asserts that the
monolithic construction began to
disintegrate. “The peace process with
Egypt in 1977 and the Oslo Accord
of 1993 brought new possibilities to
the forefront … Each substantial step
encouraged people to dispel notions
of the external ‘Other’ as enemy. It
seemed possible to imagine previous
enemies as partners in a future
peaceful coexistence.” This process
of disintegration and its possibilities is
Bar-On’s second pattern.
The third pattern is a reaction to
the process of disintegration. Bar-On
believes that “Much of Israeli society
perceived total disintegration of the
monolithic construction as a threat to the
identity of Israeli Jew … Who were they
if not defined through those threatening
‘Others’? . . . Even when the process was
under way, the illusion prevailed that it
would be possible. . . to reestablish the
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monolithic construction anew.” This BarOn calls the “neo-monolithic construction”
of Israeli-Jewish identity construction.
“This combination of disintegration and
neo-monolithic construction leads to
painful disorientation … characterized
by confusion and despair.”
The fourth pattern is the future. BarOn says, “What we have at present is a
no-win situation.” However, this impasse
“creates an opportunity for a deeper and
more open dialogue” between Israelis
and Palestinians.
Returning to McAdams’ statement
quoted at the beginning of this summary:
“The self comes to terms with society
through narrative.” This is what Bar-On
has attempted with the history of Israel’s
national character through the life stories
of Israelis from different periods in Israel’s
history. Can Israel’s national identity
be seen by analyzing a mere handful
of personal interviews? The test,he
believes, is whether the personal cases
raise important theoretical questions that
should be addressed.
Counterpoint:
From the beginning of the book it is
clear that the author’s real motivation
is to criticize Israel. He expresses
disdain for making Hebrew the national
language, for using the term “Aliyah,”
ascending, for immigration, and for the
attemp to transform Jews into Sabras,
strong Jewish heroes. He asserts that
this immediately created a wall between
Jews and Arabs. The author ignores the
fact that Arabs constantly attacked the
Jews in what was then British-occupied
Palestine.
Page

Bar-On
criticizes the founders of
Zionism, Herzl and Nordau, even
comparing them to Nazis. He says
that when he read their description of
the ‘New Jew’ he was horrified by its
similarity to the Nazi’s description of the
ideal Aryan. The author believes that
internalized Nazi aggression was later
collectively displaced and practiced by
Jews against Palestinians. He attributes
this to his belief that Israelis became
shell-shocked by the wars they were
forced to fight.
The author distanced himself from
the Israeli Jewish collective. He grew up
in the home of German refugees where
German chamber music was always
played on Shabbat, bookshelves were
filled with German authors, the family
food was German and the only language
spoken was German.
The author blames President Bill
Clinton and Prime Minister Ehud Barak
for being unwise in their handling of the
Camp David Summit with Yassir Arafat.
Bar- On’s perceptions of Palestinians
changed after the 2nd Intifada. He reacted

negatively to Israeli politics and insisted
that the Israeli army was the aggressor,
not the Arabs. He understood that
Palestinian leaders, who were pressed
to promise Israel a sense of security, lost
credibility in the eyes of their own people.
Yet he chastised Israeli leaders for being
too weak in their struggle with right wing
Israelis. He complained that they ignored
the Palestinian problems of schooling,
housing and other civil entitlements while
Jewish emigrants from Russia and other
countries received them automatically.
Bar-On also asserts that this inequality
becomes even more apparent when we
contrast the rights of Jewish refugees
for citizenship with the negation of
Palestinian refugees’ right of return.
Bar-On neglects to mention that the
Palestinians rejected three Israeli offers
to establish a Palestinian state on over
90% of the disputed territories and
refuses to recognize that democracy is
thriving in Israel and minority citizens are
guaranteed the same rights as Jewish
ones.
In an attempt to set up a model for
his vison of the future, Bar-On organized
a discussion between Israeli Jews and
Israeli Arabs attending Ben Gurion
University. Avner grew up in a kibbutz,
served in the IDF and now studies at
the university. Nasser was born in Acre,
raised in Beer-Sheba and also now
studies at Ben Gurion.
In school and at the University,
Nasser said he had good friends and
personal support from Jewish teachers.
Although he never experienced any
personal discrimination, he hated Israel
because Palestinians do not haveSha
their
own state. During discussions, Avner
argued that they were both Israelis
because they lived in Israel and as
citizens have the same rights. Nasser
disagreed and claimed that he was
not an Israeli, he was a Palestinian
and would never feel Israeli. Nasser
said we need a Palestinian state, then
I can live freely in Israel. Avner replied,
“in reality you want more than your
own state, you want to destroy mine.”
Nasser’s intention in the discussion
was not to understand Avner but to
deliver a message. Bar-On ‘s intention
was not to analyze Israeli character but
undermine her legitimacy and portray
Palestinians as victims.
Join the discussion
As shown by this review, the book
generated a lively, fun discussion with
many disagreements but no hostility.
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Israel, Arab neighbors join to protect Red Sea coral reefs
Israel21c.com
Efforts to protect our surroundings
from global warming and humankind’s
disastrous impact on the environment have
just been given a Middle Eastern twist, with
less-than-friendly countries joining together
to do their bit to protect the Red Sea.
Scientists from Saudi Arabia, Egypt,
Jordan, Eritrea, Sudan, Yemen and
Djibouti have joined a transnational
research center initiated by an Israeli
marine biologist and will work together to
study, monitor and protect the Red Sea’s
coral-reef ecosystem.
The Red Sea Transnational Research
Center, initiated by Bar-Ilan University
Professor Maoz Fine, was inaugurated
in neutral Switzerland in recent months
and will be led and organized by the
Swiss Ecole Polytechnique Fédérale de
Lausanne.
Coral reefs, hosting millions of marine

species, are in distress and dying as a
result of global climate change, pollution,
overfishing and physical destruction.
Red Sea corals face severe threats
from destructive human activity.
However, a number of recent
studies, including one led by Fine and
his colleagues, have demonstrated that
Red Sea coral reefs are very resistant
to stress caused by global warming and
rising water temperatures, and are the
most likely corals to survive ongoing
global warming.
Yet these resilient creatures still face
severe threats such as fish-farming,
industrial and urban waste discharge
and future water desalination activities.
The new center ’s researchers say
these threats can be best addressed
through shared knowledge and regional
coordination.
“The relatively narrow sea is

August � Tammuz-Av 5779
Shabbat Candle Lightings
	
  

Torah Portions	
  

August 2
7:59 p.m.

August 3/2 Av
Matot-Masei (Numbers 30:2-36:13)

August 9
7:50 p.m.

August 10/9 Av
Devarim (Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11)

August 16
7:31 p.m.

August17/16 Av
Va’etchanan (Deuteronomy 3:23-7:11)

August 23
7:31 p.m.

August 24/23 Av
Ekev (Deuteronomy 7:12-11:25)

August 30
7:30 p.m.

August 31/30 Av
Re’eh (Deuteronomy 11:26-16:17)

surrounded by countries and people who
are directly dependent on the well-being
of the coral reefs. At the same time, the
proximity of urban areas and tourism to
the reef may inflict damage to it if we
aren’t wise enough to coordinate our
actions when using this asset,” Fine said.
Threats to Red Sea corals can be
addressed through shared knowledge
and regional coordination.
The center will unite scientists from

fields such as oceanography, biology,
ecology and civil and environmental
engineering who will make use of existing
research platforms in Israel, Jordan and
Saudi Arabia as well as newly created
monitoring stations.
Their research will be used to provide
policymakers in the region with scientific
analyses for decision-making regarding
societal developments and environmental
protection strategies.

LOCAL CONGREGATIONS AND SERVICE TIMES
REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM (610) 375-6034
Friday, Aug. 2: Shabbat service, 6 p.m.
Fridays, Aug. 9, 16, 23 and 30: Shabbat service, 7:45 p.m.
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Chabad of Berks

CHABAD CENTER OF BERKS COUNTY (610) 921-0881
Saturday mornings: 9:30 a.m.; Friday evenings: 6:30 p.m.
KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE (610) 374-1763
Weekly services Saturdays: 9:30 a.m.; Thursdays, 7:30 p.m.
CONGREGATION SHOMREI HABRITH

Kesher Zion
Synagogue

TRIVIA SUNDAY
at Kesher Zion Synagogue
COME OUT AND JOIN KZ FOR A COMPETITIVELY FUN NIGHT
OF TRIVIA WITH PROFESSIONAL”EXPERIENCED TRIVIA MAN”
JIM MARLIN
Admission: $ 5.00 per person, payable at the door

SUNDAY
SEPTEMBER 15, 2019
TIME
3:00-5:30PM
555 Warwick Drive

Wyomissing, PA 19610
610-374-1763
kzsecretary@entermail.net

Teams: Bring your own team of 2-6 people or join a team at
event
Prizes: Gift Certificate or cash prizes to top 3 teams
Food: Enjoy delicious munchies & desserts

** FREE GLASS OF WINE, SODA, OR COFFEE**

Where Judaism Comes Alive!

ALEPH CHAMP HEBREW READING PROGRAM
COOKING, ART AND STEM ACTIVITIES • JEWISH HISTORY & CULTURE
BAR/BAT MITZVAH PREPARATIONS • FAMILY HOLIDAY PROGRAMS

SUNDAYS 9:30AM - 12:30PM

Questions: Some “Jewish Trivia “ questions

RSVP ON
OR BEFORE
MONDAY
SEPTEMBER 9, 2019

CONVENIENTLY LOCATED AT CHABAD OF BERKS
NO MEMBERSHIP REQUIRED

LEARN IT

LIVE IT

LOVE IT

To enroll your child or more info: Lipskerreading@aol.com or 610-334-1577

555 Warwick Drive Wyomissing, PA 19610 610Ͳ374Ͳ1763 kzsecretary@entermail.net
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Get ready for some terrific JFS programs
By Sari Incledon
and Carole Robinson
We are excited
to announce our
fall Adult Education
Series.
All programs will
be held at 7 p.m. at the
JCC. All programs are
free and open to the
public.
Understanding Your
Social Security
Benefits
On Oct. 23,
Stanley Fromuth,
who worked for
the Social Security
Administration
for 38 years, will
present a detailed
program explaining
all aspects of Social
Security benefits.
Topics covered will include how to
file for and when to file for benefits;
how benefits are computed; working
while receiving Social Security; issues
regarding spouses, widows/widowers,
divorcees, and more.
Wills and Power of Attorney
On Oct. 30, Ben Leisawitz will speak
on the importance of having an up-todate will and Power of Attorney, and
why this is a must for every age group.
This is an excellent opportunity to gather
important information and ask questions
about these essential issues. Ben is
an attorney with Leisawitz, Heller in
Wyomissing.
ABC’s of Medicare
On Nov. 6, Phyllis Dessel, retired from
the Berks County Office of Aging and
now a community volunteer, will explain
the ABC’s of Medicare. It is important for
prospective retirees to understand the
health care choices and options that they
will have.
Friendship Circle
Friendship Circle programs on
Thursday afternoons are diverse
and stimulating. Participants enjoy
camaraderie and entertainment.
Summer fun has included learning
about adaptive skiing with Paul
Schwartz, a musical afternoon with
singer and guitarist Steven Barth, and
meeting re-enactor Hallie Vaughan
as Ruth Hartman, “The Queen of
Baseballtown.”
Upcoming programs not to be missed!
Sept. 5 — David Shallcross, Senior
Community Liaison and Coordinator of the
Elder Abuse Unit of the Pennsylvania Office
of Attorney General, will present “Protect
Yourself Against Fraud.” Shallcross is a
specialist on fraud against older adults
and is the attorney general’s designee
on the Pennsylvania Supreme Court’s
Elder Justice Advisory Council. He is
also a certified instructor in Community
Crime Prevention by The Pennsylvania
Commission on Crime and Delinquency.
Shallcross will share vital information and
teach you how to safeguard yourself and
avoid scams.
Oct. 3 — “Similarities between Eastern
European Jewry and Pennsylvania Dutch
Culture” presented by Erica Cohen
Hamilton.
Oct. 10 — “It’s Wash Day!” with the
Wringer Center for Higher Learning.
Oct. 17 — “The Voice and Vocal
Hygiene” by retired speech therapist Betsy
Katz.
Everyone is invited to join Friendship
Circle for free programs at 2 p.m. An optional
lunch ($7) is served at 1 p.m. Reservations
are required for those who wish to join us
for lunch
JFS Food Pantry
JFS, in partnership with Healthy

Harvest, formerly the Greater Berks
Food Bank, operates a monthly food
pantry at the Olivets Boys and Girls
Club.
Thank you to the Lakin Preschool
families for your donations of tzedakah and
canned goods.
As a result of this great generosity,
we were able to serve 170 families and
distribute more than 10,000 pounds of food
in July.
We greatly appreciate the tireless
efforts of the 28 volunteers who unloaded
pallets, signed in clients, packaged and
distributed food to clients, and cleaned
up.
JFS Food Pantry would be unable to
feed the hungry without such dedicated
assistance.
If you would like to be part of this
meaningful mission, contact Sari at 610921-0624.

David Shallcross, an expert on fraud against
older adults, will be the featured speaker at
Friendship Circle on Sept. 5.

Our monthly food pantry is a success thanks to dedicated volunteers.

Summer Friendship Circle programs have featured, from left, musician Steven Barth, Hallie
Vaughn portraying the Queen of Baseballtown, and Paul Schwartz’s lessons on adaptive skiing.
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Food Pantry
Friendship Circle
Counseling Services
Transportation
Financial Assistance
Hospital and
Home Visitations
Living with Loss
Information and
Referral
Case Management
Holiday Programs

Happy 102nd birthday to Edith Mendelsohn!
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New handheld sensor identifies allergens in food
Israel21c.com
At 1 year old, Noam Yasovsky was
diagnosed with allergies to eggs, sesame
and milk. Eating at other people’s homes
or in restaurants has been a challenge
ever since, necessitating Noam to bring
his own food or try to determine which
dishes won’t put him at risk.
Noam’s father, Alon, discovered that
about 250 million people around the
world — 8% of children and 4% of adults
— have food allergies. In the United
States alone, a food allergy triggers
anaphylactic shock every six minutes.
Sometimes, these incidents are fatal.
“I have 15 years of experience in
R&D at Apple, Intel and PrimeSense, so
I started to think of how to build a sensor
that lets you test food for allergens before
you eat — anywhere, anytime,” Yasovsky
tells ISRAEL21c.
His startup, SensoGenic, is developing
a handheld digital food allergen biosensor
for consumers.
It’s the only such device capable of
detecting and identifying all the common
allergens — milk, eggs, peanuts, tree
nuts, wheat, soy, fish and shellfish —
from a single food sample placed on
a disposable pad and analyzed by the
battery-operated biosensor unit.
SensoGenic’s device uses patented
nanotechnology to detect specific allergycausing proteins at a level of 10 ppm
(parts per million), considered the lowest
adverse reaction level. Users get results
on their smartphone via a dedicated app.
“The app will also enable users to
share their experiences at a restaurant
or give a recommendation to a network
of food-allergy sufferers who use our
device,” says Yasovsky.
Noam, now 15 years old, recently
helped his dad demonstrate a mockup
of the device — engineered by Israeli

industrial design firm Taga — to
participants at the 18th annual MIXiiiBiomed Conference and Exhibition in
Tel Aviv.
Hosted in the eHealth Ventures
digital-health accelerator in Modi’in
Illit since March 2018, SensoGenic is
recruiting hundreds of beta testers in
Israel, especially families with young
children.
“Part of the business model is to work
with a small community of first users to give
us feedback. We’ll start from Israel and go
worldwide,” says Yasovsky. “We’re planning
by 2022 to have a full working product.”
Planned to be sold online and later
in restaurant chains through global
distribution partners, the biosensor
unit (which does not require regulatory
approval) will be priced at around $199
and the disposable testing pads at 95
cents apiece.
By contrast, an American brand of
handheld peanut and gluten biosensors
on the market use $4 disposable
capsules to detect the specific allergen
with antibody-based chemistry.

Blood-brain barrier
replicated on a chip
Israel21c.com
Scientists cannot yet make a living
copy of your brain. But researchers
at Israel’s Ben-Gurion University and
Cedars-Sinai Medical Center in Los
Angeles have done something almost as
astounding: on a chip, they’ve duplicated
patients’ blood-brain barrier (BBB) using
the individuals’ own cells. The BBB-Chip
functions as it would in the patient.
Their achievement — detailed in a
study published in the journal Cell Stem
Cell — provides a new way to study brain
disorders and, potentially, predict which
drugs will work best for each patient.
The BBB acts as a gatekeeper
by blocking toxins and other foreign
substances in the bloodstream from
entering the brain. However, the BBB
also can prevent potentially therapeutic
drugs from reaching the brain.
A team co-chaired by Gad Vatine
of BGU’s Regenerative Medicine and
Stem Cell Research Center and Clive
N. Svendsen of Cedars-Sinai’s Board of
Governors Regenerative Medicine Institute
collected blood cells from individuals and
genetically manipulated into stem cells
(induced pluripotent stem cells), which they
used to make the neurons, blood-vessel
cells and support cells of the BBB.
They placed these various types of
cells inside microfluidic chips that mimic
the environment in which cells interact
with each other and with blood. The
living cells formed functioning BBBs that
blocked entry of certain drugs.
Significantly, when the BBB-Chip was

SensoGenic can be more affordable
and multipurpose because it uses a
unique formulation based on cellulose,
an abundant and cheap natural polymer,
to attract all allergenic proteins from the
food sample.
“Cellulose is the tweak that gives us
an edge,” explains Yasovsky.
This could prove significant in the $27
billion food-allergen market.
When Yasovsky began researching
food allergies, his son’s pediatrician,
Dr. David Shoseyov, showed him
groundbreaking studies he’d done with
his brother, Israeli nanotech pioneer and
serial entrepreneur Prof. Oded Shoseyov
from Hebrew University.
The Shoseyovs and their research
colleagues discovered that proteins in
allergens from both plant and animal
sources bind to cellulose, a basic
component in the cell walls of plants. The
binding action opens the cell to receive
the protein.
This is a useful mechanism in nature.
For example, excreting this protein allows
pollen to penetrate the pistil of a flower
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to fertilize it.
But the Shoseyovs found that the
protein also enables pollen to penetrate
human skin cells, which don’t have
cellulose. They began developing an
oxidized form of cellulose to block
airborne allergens such as pollen that
trigger asthma and hay fever in many
people.
Yasovsky envisioned a different use
for this discovery.
“When he read the research, Alon
realized that cellulose could be used for
detection,” Shoseyov tells ISRAEL21c.
The principle is ingeniously simple:
“Not all proteins in nature are allergens,”
Shoseyov explains. “Proteins that have
this ability to bind to cellulose and
penetrate the cell are allergens.”
In the SensoGenic biosensor, all
allergens in the food sample naturally
bind with the cellulose nanocrystals on
the disposable pad. Once captured, they
are individually identified using low-cost
commercial antibodies.
Oded Shoseyov is cofounder of the
company – his 14th so far, all connected
in some way to his many cellulose
studies. His brother David is the startup’s
chief scientific officer.
SensoGenic recently received a
Horizon 2020 grant from the European
Union and is a graduate of the Merage
Institute’s Innovation Bridge Leadership
Program assisting Israeli life-sciences
startups in reaching the American market.
The first target will be the parents
of approximately 2.2 million American
children allergic to eggs or peanuts.
Yasovsky sees the device as providing
“an additional layer of information for
decision-making. You should ask the chef
what’s in the food, and use our sensor,
to make a good decision about whether
it’s safe to eat.”

Join Us As We Observe
Tisha B’Av
Kesher Zion Synagogue
555 Warwick Drive, Wyomissing, PA 19610
Our observance will include:

derived from cells of patients with AllanHerndon-Dudley syndrome or Huntington
disease, the barrier malfunctioned in the
same way that it does in patients with
these diseases.
Though scientists have created
blood-brain barriers outside the body
before, the investigators said they believe
this is the first time such a structure has
been created from induced pluripotent
stem cells that were derived from a
patient, matched the patient’s DNA and
displayed a characteristic defect of the
patient’s disease.
“This approach allows the prediction of
the best-suited brain drug in a personalized
manner,” says Vatine. “This is of particular
importance for neurological diseases like
epilepsy or schizophrenia, in which several
FDA-approved drugs are available, but
current treatment selections are largely
based on trial and error. We’re aiming to meet
the unique needs of each individual patient.”
The project was supported by the
Israel Science Foundation, the California
Institute for Regenerative Medicine and
the Sherman Family Foundation.

Saturday, August 10, 2019
Seudah Mafseket—8:30 p.m.
The chanting of Eicha - (The Book of Lamentations)
to follow Havdalah

Sunday, August 11, 2019 —No Service

Fast begins: Saturday, August 10 at 8:04 p.m.
Fast ends: Sunday, August 11 at 8:33 p.m.
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information
Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing. You may set up
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards. Please contact the
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.
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Holocaust education spreading in Berks County

Here are 10 ways Israel is feeding the world

Continued from Page 5
also that the students are genuinely
silence is not the reason why survivors interested in hearing their stories. I know
are invited in. Instead, that factor is my students were genuinely interested in
present because of the immense respect hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk
Israel21c.com
such as
corn,several
which are
subject
students
have for these individuals and about
it now,
weeks
later.to toxic
Food security is a critical concern as fungal infestation as well as destruction
the global population expands and natural by insects and other animals. Amaizz
resources dwindle. Smart
solutions for offers protected electric or solar modular

more efficient farming, hardier crops, drying, disinfection, and storage units

alternative sources of nutrition, and that keep out pests and prevent fungus.
safer food packaging and storage are The company also makes cool storage
essential. No other single country has units for any type of grain.

contributed more breakthroughs to this
3. Saving mangoes from fruit flies
area than
Israel.Here are some major
Mangoes provide a livelihood for
ways Israel helps feed the 
world.
thousands of farmers in developing
countries. However, many mango
1. Drip irrigation

The concept
of drip irrigation was growers in India, the Americas and
revolutionized by Israeli water engineer West Africa have given up in the past few
Simcha Blass in the 1960s and continues years because such a high percentage

to transform farming
across the globe. of their crops were ruined by various
Blass’s slow-release
tubing formed the species of fruit flies. That situation is

basis of the world-renowned Netafim being dramatically reversed by a novel
company and other Israeli drip-irrigation product from Israel’s Biofeed. The
and micro-irrigation businesses whose startup’s FreeDome line of no-spray,
environmentally friendly lures contain an
solutions are used worldwide.
One example of how Israeli drip organic customized mix of food, feeding
irrigation has impacted food supply in stimulants and control or therapeutic
foreign countries is Tipa (Drop), a kit that agents delivered by a patented gravityenables gravity to irrigate when there is controlled fluid release platform to kill
no water pressure in rural areas. The the tiny flies. Biofeed has demonstrated
Israeli Foreign Ministry has provided Tipa an overall decrease of Oriental fruit-fly
kits to hundreds of famers in Senegal, infestation from 95 percent to less than
5% in a pilot test.
Kenya, South Africa, Benin and Niger.
4. Precision agriculture
2. Getting more grain to market
Israel’s large and growing precision
About one-third of the food produced
for human consumption globally is lost ag-tech sector comprises more than
or wasted each year. In low-income 450 companies offering advanced datacountries, most of that loss happens collection and analysis technologies for
in the early and middle stages of the more efficient and productive farming.
production chain. One problem is that
AgriTask lets farmers integrate all
the majority of newly harvested grains their agricultural data from multiple
and pulses get ruined by pests and sources on one platform, accessible via
mold before reaching the market. Israeli- a mobile app.
designed GrainPro Cocoons provide
Croptimal performs real-time accurate
a simple and cheap way for African tests of plant tissue, soil and water in the
and Asian farmers to keep their grain field, dramatically reducing the standard
market-fresh.The huge bags, invented by analysis procedure from 10 days to less
international food technology consultant than an hour.
Prof. Shlomo Navarro, keep water and air
Taranis combines high-resolution
out. They’re used in about 100 countries, aerial imaging with computer vision and
Tel Aviv-based Amaizz solves a artificial intelligence to show farmers
problem for sub-Sahara African and what’s happening in their plots down to
Indian farmers when drying grains the insect and leaf level, and analyzes
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the Holocaust and the Final Solution. The
The unique
cloud-based
farm
latter
part of the
course willAKOLogic
look at post-war
management system from kibbutz-based
Agricultural Knowledge On-Line gives
farmers constantly updated regulatory
guidelines on a single dashboard.
The system is now used by half of
Israel’s farmers. The first overseas pilot
of AKOLogic, in Angola in cooperation
with the International Bank, enabled
a cooperative of small farmers to
export crops to Europe for the first
time. The company is now working
with local
partners in Balkan countries
READING
and is2801
seeking
strategic
partners to
Papermill
Road
helpWyomissing,
implement
AKOLogic in China,
Pennsylvania
Singapore and South America.
7.
Squeezing
water from the air
GROUP
RATES AVAILABLE
Not every brilliant solution has to be
Call Alice
for a Water
Site Tour
high-tech.
Tal-Ya
Technologies
makes a reusable plastic tray to collect
dew from the air, reducing the water

justice and Holocaust remembrance today.
I am heartened to hear that three additional
schools in Berks County will be offering
these courses for their students.
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8. Dairy
farmingopportunities that
many
additional
Hof
Hasharon
Dairy
Farm, SAE
remain. I just spoke to
an undergraduate
Afikim
and
SCR
Precise
Dairy
all
ethics class at Penn State
Berks
make
advanced
systems
for
herd
regarding the ethical/moral implications
management,
monitoring
andstudents
feeding
of
the Holocaust.
I found the
used
on
dairy
farms
worldwide.MiRobot
to be receptive and inquisitive and
makesbeen
robotic
milking
systems
that
have
asked
to deliver
a similar
enable
cost-effective,
uniform
milking
program in the classes that the same
and post-milking
procedures.
professor
also teaches
at ReadingAsian
Area
countries
including
Vietnam
and China
Community College.
relyAs
on mentioned
Israeli experience,
and
above, expertise
Kim Yashek,
equipment
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daughter of the late local Holocaust
9. Something
fishy going
on
survivor
Richard Yashek,
is speaking
at
The
aquaculture
industry
is
growing
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.
an average
of 6
percentCollege
annually
meet
Right now
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is to
hosting
demand
for
fish
and
seafood.
There’s
an
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us:
urgent
need
for
sustainable
and
healthful
Washington State Connections to the
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commercial
fisheries. Israel
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10. micro-elements
help the fish grow***
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without
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Jennifer
Goss teaches social studies
AquaMaof
Aquaculture
in the Fleetwood
School Technologies
District and
works
with
customers
across the
specializes in Holocaust education.
world to design, build and maintain
technologically advanced sustainable
indoor fish farms.
BioFishency developed an all-in-one
water treatment system for aquaculture.
10. Hardier seeds
Israeli scientists in academia, industry
and the government’s Volcani Center
Agricultural Research Organization
have made many types of seeds more
nutritious, high-yield and flavorful, and
resistant to drought and disease; and
have developed new fruit and vegetable
varieties. Equinom develops several
varieties of hardy high-protein seeds.
Its new patented sesame variety is set
to open new markets for the cultivating
this iron- and calcium-rich seed. The
global sesame market is worth $9 billion
annually.
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Picnic, annual meeting cap another great year
Members of the community gathered at Wyomissing Hills Playground and Pool for the Jewish Federation of Reading Berks’ annual
meeting and picnic. It was a festive afternoon filled with food, fun and recognition of the valuable work being done
in our Jewish community, and opportunities to do more in the future. Watch for details on some exciting new plans in the works.

