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By Laurie Waxler

Federation is proud to announce 
the endowment of the Harry and Rose 
Sack Adult Programming Fund. Harry 
and Rose were a dynamic duo here in 
Reading and left quite a legacy. 

Moving to Reading in 1947 from 
Indianapolis, Harry was hired as Director 
of the JCC, then located on North Fifth 
Street. During his 23-year tenure, he 
oversaw the move to the Hampden 
Heights location.

Harry’s co-workers described him as 
a dedicated director who gave his all to 
build and support our Jewish community. 
In a previous article written by Judy 
Botvin, she noted that when Harry 
asked how you were, he truly wanted to 
know. He was kind and caring with an 
educational background in social work 
and loved nothing more than seeing 
people happy and engaged.

He focused on programming for 
al l  ages and loved the “hustle and 
bustle” when the JCC was the center 
of our Jewish community.  In response 
to community members looking for 
increased involvement, Harry facilitated 
the development of today’s Jewish 
Federation of Reading in the 1960s from 
the former, informal group known as the 
Reading Jewish Council.

As Federation Director, he developed, 

among other things, a community relations 
program, a young leadership committee 
and the Shalom newspaper. He went on 
to serve as director of the Federation for 
four years until his retirement in 1974.  
Keeping busy after retirement, Harry was 
appointed as a delegate to the White 
House Conference on Aging in 1981.

Harry met Rose when they were 
both studying social work, and they 
married soon after; they enjoyed a 52-
year marriage before Harry’s passing in 
1992. Rose, having earned her master’s 
degree, oversaw the JCC preschool 
from 1953 to 1971 and introduced the 
preschool summer day camp.

Many who grew up in Reading during 
this time fondly remember Rose as 
their nursery school teacher. She was 
also a faculty member at Albright from 
1957 to 1976 and oversaw the social 
welfare curriculum, which she initiated 
and headed before retiring in 1976 as 
assistant professor emeritus of sociology.

In 1985, the college established the 
Rose S. Sack Award for Social Work.  She 
was the first program coordinator for Berks 
County’s Head Start program, appointed 
to the position by the United Way. Rose 
seemed to be on every committee in 
Reading that had anything to do with 
childhood welfare and education, taking 
on a variety of roles and was appointed by 

Gov. Richard Thornburgh to a three-year 
term as trustee at the Hamburg Center 
and reappointed for two additional terms. 
Rose passed away in 1999.

Many thanks to Harry and Rose’s 
son Albert for bringing this endowment 
to fruition as a meaningful way to keep 
the memory of this amazing couple 
alive. Together, they dedicated a large 
portion of their lives to make our Jewish 
community a better place. Federation 
looks forward to utilizing these funds for 
educational adult programming for many 
years to come.

Endowment is a symbol of 
Harry and Rose Sack’s legacy

Kim Yashek Lockhardt 
speaks with Karen Frostig 
on screen during the 18th 
annual Richard Yashek 

Lecture at Albright 
College. Frostig’s “The Art 
of Remembering” lecture 
was conducted via Zoom 

due to a travel issue. After 
inheriting letters written 

by her grandparents 
during the Holocaust, 

Frostig devoted herself to 
researching and sharing 

such materials. 

Frostig’s artwork is on 
display at Albright’s 

Freedman Gallery through 
April 14.

Harry and Rose Sack



SHALOM April 2024Page 2

By Laurie Waxler
Development Director

Tikkun Olam is always at 
the forefront of Jewish tradition, 
and while I’m not sure it’s just a 
Jewish thing, as I know many 
non-Jews who also want to 
save the world, it seems as 
though I surround myself with 
like-minded people.

Donations of time, talent and/or treasure 
not only make an impact in the world, but 
they also make us feel good. It can be a great 
feeling when we feel as though we’re “doing our 
part.” For some it’s a monetary contribution, for 
others it may be time spent helping our Jewish 
Family Service at its monthly food pantries, and 
for others, it could be sharing one’s expertise 
whether it be technology, dentistry, or maybe 
even sharing your travel stories with a group 
who can live vicariously through you. Whatever 
it is, it feels good!

This month I’m walking 50 miles with my 
puppy Gracie for the American Foundation 
for Suicide Prevention. Having recently lost 
a friend to suicide, it seemed like the right 
thing to do. Rachel Radosh, a senior at Penn 
State, recently danced in the 46-hour dance 
marathon known simply as THON. While she 
personally raised a few thousand dollars, 

collectively, the dancers raised almost $17 
million for pediatric cancer. Cindy Chronister 
has been sharing her grandparents Karl 
and Mathilde’s Holocaust Story on social 
media and to local school districts to raise 
awareness and help curb antisemitism.

I have no doubt I’ve missed many 
people in our community who are currently 
contributing to causes throughout Berks 
County, and if you’re one of them … Thank 

you!! There are so many great causes 
out there and so many people in need, 
however, as Development Director of the 
Federation, I would be remiss not to ask 
you to think about Jewish Federation when 
looking for causes in which to donate gifts 
of time, talent and treasure. We do a lot of 
great things for our community too!

By Laurie Waxler
Many thanks to all who have contributed 

as of March 12! Together we have raised 
over $440,000 to aid victims and their 
families following the Oct. 7 terrorist attack 
on Israel.  With hostages still in captivity, 
lives lost during and following the attack, 
families displaced from neighborhoods 

that were destroyed and IDF soldiers 
returning to duty to defend their country, 
the humanitarian need is not just now, but 
will be needed for years to come. 

All funds raised will be distributed to 
agencies vetted by Jewish Federation 
of North America. For a full listing of 
these agencies, please visit our website 

at www.ReadingJewishCommunity.org.
Remember, it’s not too late to add your name 

to the list!  All donations up until April 30 will be 
matched dollar-for-dollar by the Foundation of 
the Jewish Federation of Reading. Donations 
are accepted through our website, or checks can 
be mailed to the Federation at 1100 Berkshire 
Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing, PA 19610.De

ve
lo

pm
en

t

Annual Campaign

Women’s Philanthropy

Maimonides Society

Your Jewish Legacy

Chai Circle

L’Chaim Society

Book of Life

Letter of Intent

DONATE NOW
TO OUR
 JEWISH 

COMMUNITY 
CAMPAIGN

Please visit 
ReadingJewishCommunity.

org

Make your gift 
today!

Anonymous  
Anonymous

Jerry Abramson
Adam and Robin Altman

John Arnold
Mary Jane Asher

Jonathan and Mary Anne Avins
George and Cynthia Balchunas

Charles and Mary Barbera
Marina Barnett

James and Jackye Barrer
Martin and Norma Beckerman

Lee, Amy and Luke Berger
Ronald and Sharon Berman

John and Nancy Berry
Darnell Binasiewicz
Mel and Susan Blum

Jeff and Sheila Bornstein
Eunice Boscov
Judith Botvin

Sidney and Esther Bratt
Stephanie Brok and Phil Yoder
The Jeremy Carroll Foundation

Melanie Casciano
Robert and Beth Caster

Brett and Cindy Chronister
Deborah Cieplinski

Richard Close
Bruce Cohen

Paul and Jo Ann Cohn
Connors Investor Services

Judith Copeland
Glenn and Gaye Corbin
Scott and Sandy Davis

Paul Delfin and Nancy Russo
Jeffrey and Lynn Driben
Michael and Dianne Duff
Irving and Arlene Ehrlich
Michael and Sue Farrara
Marc and Marcia Filstein

Steven Finkel
Sandra Fishman

Samuel and Sarah Flamholz
Davida Fromm

Michael and Susan Fromm
Robert and Margaret Geiring

Bernard and Carol Gerber
Jeffry and Janet Gernsheimer

Emma Gilbert
Margery Gilbert

Jeffrey Gold
David and Debbie Goldberg

Deborah Goodman
Lynn and Richard Gordon

Michael and Patricia Gordon
Radene Gordon-Beck and Hugh Beck

Michael and Zina Gorelik
Michael and Jill Haas

E. Harvey and Zena Hafetz
Howard and Victoria Hafetz

Ann Halliday
Victor and Dena Hammel

John Hanna
Jill Henry

Neil Hoffman
Amy Hollowbush

Brian Holt
Linda Hughes

John and Sari Incledon
Phyllis Jacoby

Myron and Karen Kabakoff
Don and Judith Karabelnik
Herbert and Noel Karasin

Helen Kasper
William Koch

Chris and Ann Kraras
Michael Krumholz and Sheila Little

Kenneth and Maralyn Lakin
Stephen and Carrie Latman

Roberta Lawit
Alan and Lisa Levine

Rochelle Mann
Meir and Haia Mazuz

Lisa McDonald
John McGonagle

Rabbi Brian and Holly Michelson
Charles Milch and Annarose Ingarra-Milch

Jeffrey and Karen Miller
Marlin and Ginger Miller 

Paul Mintz and Solange Israel-Mintz
Paul and Sheina Missan

Robert and Yvonne Oppenheimer
Michael Pardo

Sean and Annette Peppard
Philip and Leslie Pomerantz

Jonathan Primack and Pam Charendoff

Cantor Ted and Karen Prosnitz
Lee and Jodi Radosh

Eleanor Reppert
Barbara Ripple

William Roberts
Michael and Carole Robinson
Michael and Linda Roeberg

Seth and Barbara Rosenzweig
Larry Rotenberg

Leah Rotenberg and Corby Drone
James Rothstein and Sharon Scullin

Susan Rundle
Albert and Nancy Sack

Michael Schein
Roger S. Schein
Susan Schlanger

Moisey Schneider
James and Judith Schwank

Peter Schwartz and Lynn Johnson
David and Shelley Shaffer

Joan Sherman and Debra Montanino
John and Irene Sileski

Barbara Silverberg
Frederick and Julie Singer
Henry and Helene Singer

Isadore and Anna Oritsky-Gladys and Eli 
Skaist Philanthropic  Fund
Richard and Mindy Small

Charon Snyder
Joel and Lisa Sokoloff

Jeffrey Sternlieb and Andrea Watkins
Helen Takacs

Robert T. and Mary Ann Ullman
George Viener
Susan Wachs

Laurie and Andrew Waxler
Alan and Susan Weisberg
Jeffrey and Ilene Weizer

Sylvia Wenger
Andrew and Corinne Wernick

West Lawn United Methodist Church
Norman Wilikofsky

Susan Wilson
Emanuel and Yvonne Wittels

Oliver Wohlstadter
Kimberly Yashek Lockhart

Louise Zeidman
Ben and Priscilla Zintak

Everyone has a cause … what’s yours?

Cindy Chronister sharing the Holocaust story of her 
grandparents with Wilson students.

Gracie sporting her bandana, walking in support of the 
American Foundation for Suicide Prevention.

Rachel Radosh, supported by her parents Jodi and Lee at 
THON at the Penn State Campus

Thanks for supporting Israel Relief  Campaign

CONTRIBUTORS
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By Brian Chartock
CEO

The State of Israel 
stands as a beacon of 
hope, resilience and 
identity for the Jewish 
people wor ldwide. 
Established in 1948, it 
has served not only as 
a homeland but also as 
a symbol of collective strength, cultural 
revival and historical continuity.

As we continue to navigate the 
complexities of the modern world, the 
importance of a robust and secure 
Israel to the Jewish people cannot be 
overstated. Let us explore together the 
multifaceted reasons why Israel remains 
indispensable to Jewish identity and the 
future of the Jewish people. 

Firstly, Israel is the fulf i l lment 
of a centuries-old dream of Jewish 
sovereignty. Throughout history, Jews 
have faced persecution, expulsion, and 
genocide, often due to their lack of a 
homeland. The establishment of the 

State of Israel, therefore, represents 
the realization of a long-held aspiration 
for self-determination and security. By 
maintaining a strong State of Israel, 
the Jewish people can ensure their 
protection and preserve their cultural 
heritage for generations to come.

Secondly,  Israel  serves as a 
refuge for Jews facing persecution 
and discrimination around the world. 
As antisemitism persists in various 
forms, including violence, discrimination, 
and prejudice, Israel remains a safe 
haven for Jews seeking sanctuary from 
persecution. In times of crisis, Israel’s 
open doors offer a lifeline to those in 
need, embodying the principle of “never 
again” in the wake of the Holocaust.

Furthermore, Israel plays a crucial 
role in fostering Jewish unity and 
solidarity. Despite differences in religious 
observance, cultural practices, and 
political beliefs, the Jewish people 
worldwide share a common bond 
rooted in their historical connection to 
Israel. By supporting and defending 

the State of Israel, Jewish communities 
strengthen their sense of belonging 
and commitment to one another, 
transcending geographic and cultural 
divides; moreover, Israel serves as a 
center for Jewish culture, education, 
and innovation. From its vibrant arts 
scene to its world-renowned universities 
and technological advancements, Israel 
continues to contribute significantly to 
global civilization. 

By maintaining a strong State of 
Israel, the Jewish people can continue 
to nurture their intellectual, artistic, 
and scientific achievements, enriching 
not only their own community but also 
humanity as a whole.

In addition, Israel’s security is vital 
for the preservation of Jewish heritage 
sites and historical landmarks. With 
the city of Jerusalem at its very heart, 
Israel safeguards sacred sites such as 
the Western Wall, the Old City, and the 
Yad Vashem Holocaust Memorial. By 
protecting these sites, Israel ensures the 
continuity of Jewish history and memory, 

thus providing future generations with a 
tangible connection to their past.

Furthermore, Israel’s strategic 
significance extends beyond its borders, 
serving as a bulwark against regional 
instability and threats to global security. 
As a democratic oasis in a volatile region, 
Israel promotes stability, democracy 
and peace through its alliances and 
partnerships with like-minded nations. 
By defending its borders and promoting 
peace through strength, Israel contributes 
to the stability and security of the entire 
Middle East and beyond. 

A strong State of Israel remains 
indispensable to the Jewish people 
for numerous reasons. From fulfilling 
historical aspirations to providing refuge, 
fostering unity, preserving culture, and 
promoting security and peace, Israel 
serves as a linchpin of Jewish identity 
and continuity.

As we look to the future, it is imperative 
to support and strengthen Israel, ensuring 
its enduring significance Dor L’Dor — for 
generations to come.

From the CEO’s Desk

The enduring significance of  a strong
State of  Israel to the Jewish people
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Shabbat Candle Lightings Torah Portions

 
 
 
April 5 
7:15 p.m. 
 
April 12 
7:22 p.m. 
 
April 19 
7:30 p.m.       
 
April 26 
7:30 p.m. 
                                                                                                                                                        

 
 
 
April 6/27 Adar II 
Shabbat HaChodesh (Leviticus 9:1-11:47) 
 
April 13/5 Nisan 
Tazria (Leviticus 12:1-13:59) 
 
April 20/12 Nisan 
Metzora (Leviticus 14:1-15:33) 
 
April 27/19 Nisan 
Pesach (Exodus 33:12-34:26) 
 
 

Jewish Federations of North America
Jewish Federations of North America 

have launched the Israel Emergency 
Loan Fund to inject hundreds of millions 
of dollars into the Israeli economy.
This new program provides a lifeline to 
small businesses across Israel severely 
impacted by the war and without access 
to traditional banking credit.  

Israel is enduring an economic crisis. 
Businesses are struggling to survive 
amid unprecedented pressure. Some 
measures suggest 25% of all small 
businesses have experienced revenue 

declines of more than 50%, with 77% of 
small businesses in the north and south 
experiencing revenue declines of more 
than 50%. 

The Loan Fund aims to attract $100 
million in philanthropic investment 
capital in partnership with Federations, 
foundations, and other donors, of which 
over half has been raised. Through credit 
lines with the banks, these loans can be 
leveraged up so that the Loan Fund and 
its partners will be providing hundreds of 
millions of dollars of essential capital to 
the Israeli economy at this time of need. 

Community Shabbat

Susan Wilson with Sen. Judy Schwank at Federation’s Community Shabbat hosted by Kesher Zion Synagogue 
on March 1. The event featured a special service followed by a community dinner.

Diversity Night at
the Reading Phillies

By Laurie Waxler
Jewish Federation will once again 

be teaming up with the Greater Reading 
Unity Coalition to bring Diversity Night at 
the Reading Phillies to our Berks County 
community. The date is set for Sunday, 
June 30, with the first pitch at 5:15 pm. 

The community building event brings 
together our Federation, Centro Hispano, 
Islamic Center of Reading, LGBT Center, 
NAACP and Bring the Change — all 
uniquely diverse groups working to 
bring our community members together 
regardless of race, gender or religious 
preference.

Last year, members from each 
organization carried the American flag 
onto the field during the national anthem. 
Sen. Judy Schwank joined us on the field, 
as did several other elected officials. It 
was a great day, and we hope to have the 
same beautiful weather and attendance 
we had last year!

Free tickets will be available closer to 
the date through our Jewish Federation.

Sponsorships are available for 
between $250 and $1,000, please contact 
Laurie Waxler for more information at 
LaurieW@jfreading.org or call our office 
at 610-921-0624.

Israel Emergency Loan Fund
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By Amanda J. Hornberger
Richmond, Virginia, 1811. At the city’s 

only theater, the Charleston-based Placide 
& Green Company puts on two plays a night 
to meet the demand of a populace that’s 
done looking for enlightenment at the front 
of a church.

On the night after Christmas, the theater 
is packed with more than 600 holiday 
revelers. When the theater goes up in flames 
in the middle of the performance, follow four 
different Richmond residents who need to 
make a series of split-second decisions that 
will not only affect their own lives but those of 
countless others. And in the days following 
the fire, as news of the disaster spreads 
across the United States, the paths of these 
four people will become forever intertwined. 
Author Rachel Beanland’s second novel, 
“The House is on Fire” is riveting historical 
fiction inspired by the real events of the 
theatre fire in Richmond in 1811.

Rachel Beanland was last in Reading 
during our second season of Literatour 
Berks in the fall of 2020 with her debut novel 
Florence Adler Swims Forever. Beanland 
returns on Wednesday, April 3 at 6 p.m. at 
Exeter Community Library with her second 
novel, “The House is on Fire.” RSVP to 

info@jfreading.org or call the library at 610-
406-9431.

Joining us at Noontime Knowledge 
on Tuesday, April 16 is Richard Hurowitz, 
author of “In the Garden of the Righteous: 
The Heroes Who Risked Their Lives to Save 
Jews During the Holocaust.” This nonfiction 
title offers illuminating and inspiring profiles 
that pay tribute to the incredible deeds of the 
Righteous Among the Nations, little-known 
heroes who saved countless lives during 
the Holocaust.

Less than a century ago, World War 
II took the lives of more than 50 million 
people; more than 6 million of them were 
systematically exterminated through crimes 
of such enormity that a new name to describe 
the horror was coined: the Holocaust. Yet 
amid such darkness, there were glimmers 
of light—courageous individuals who risked 

everything to save those hunted by the 
Nazis. 

Today, as bigotry and intolerance and 
the threats of fascism and authoritarianism 
are ascendant once again, these heroes’ 
little-known stories — among the most 
remarkable in human history — resonate 
powerfully. Yad Vashem, the Holocaust 
Memorial in Jerusalem, has recognized 
more than 27,000 individuals as “Righteous 
Among the Nations” — non-Jewish people 
such as Raoul Wallenberg and Oskar 
Schindler who risked their lives to save their 
persecuted neighbors.

Registration is requested by calling 
610-921-0624 or email info@jfreading.org  
Thank you to our Literatour Berks sponsors 
and partner Exeter Community Library for 
their support!

Rachel Beanland and Richard Hurowitz

History focus for pair 
of  Literatour Berks events in April

For More Information - 610-921-0624 

To Register - ReadingJewishCommunity.org/home/literatour 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Monday, September 9, 2019 at 7 p.m. JCC and Exeter Community Library 
Literatour Berks Preview Night 

 
Come learn more about the 18 authors visiting Berks this year!  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Monday, October 7, 2019 at 7 p.m. Exeter Community Library 
E.R. Ramzipoor  

The Ventriloquists 

Presented in partnership with the LGBT Center of Greater Reading. 
 

 
 

Wednesday, October 16, 2019 at 7 p.m. Location Provided Upon Registration 
Angela Himsel  

A River be a Tree 

A program of Women’s Philanthropy of Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks. 
 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Wednesday, November 20, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. Wachovia Theatre, Albright College 

Thomas Wolf  
The Nightingale’s Sonata:  

The Musical Odyssey of Lea Luboshutz 
40th Annual Leo Camp Memorial Lecture 

 
Program includes Curtis Institute musicians performing César Franck’s “Sonata for Violin and Piano”. 

Presented in partnership with the Camp family and Albright College. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Monday, December 2, 2019 at 7 p.m. Exeter Community Library 

Tiffany Shlain  
24/6: The Power of Unplugging One Day a Week 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 at 7 p.m. Location Provided Upon Registration 
Dawn Raffel  

The Strange Case of Dr. Couney: 
 How a Mysterious European Showman Saved Thousands of American Babies 

A program of Maimonides Society of Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks. 

Sunday, December 15, 2019 at 4 p.m. Exeter Community Library 
Joni Klein-Higger and Barbara Sharf  

Barnyard Bubbe’s Hanukkah 

Presented by PJ Library of Reading with support from the Sue B. Viener Memorial Fund of 
Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks. 

 

               _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Spring has sprung with daffodils popping 

up, sun shining and warm breezes. Join us 
for a fun, spring outdoor event with author 
Susan Verde and your friends from PJ 
Library on Sunday, April 21, at 4 p.m. at 
the Storywalk at Exeter Community Library, 
4565 Prestwick Drive, Exeter Township. 

The library’s outdoor storywalk will feature 
Verde’s new picture book “Can You See It?: 
Sensing Your World.” Gracefully written by 
Susan Verde, bestselling author of the I Am 

books, and winsomely illustrated by Juliana 
Perdomo, the “Sensing Your World” series 
teaches little ones to experience the world 
around them more deeply, using the five 
senses to find joy, connection, and beauty 
in the small, everyday moments. “Can You 
See It?” encourages us to look closer to see 
deeper — not just with our eyes, but with our 
whole hearts.

Susan Verde is a #1 New York Times 
bestselling children’s book author and a 
children’s yoga and mindfulness expert. 

She has written more than 20 picture books, 
and she is a highly sought-after speaker at 
conferences, festivals, and schools across 
the nation. Verde is a frequent contributor 
to online publications and has appeared on 
multiple podcasts about writing, parenting, 
mindfulness, and yoga.

Registration is requested by calling the 
library at 610-406-9431 or email info@
jfreading.org  Thank you to our Literatour 
Berks sponsors and partner Exeter 
Community Library for their support!

Sense your world at PJ Library Storywalk
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SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2024
AWARD PRESENTATION AT 6:00 PM

COCKTAILS & HEAVY HORS D’OEUVRES TO FOLLOW

RSVP BY MARCH 29

PLEASE JOIN US AS WE CELEBRATE

RECIPIENT OF REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM’S

RUTH & IRVIN BALIS VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION AWARD

STEVEN LEVINE

$36 PER PERSON. DRESSY CASUAL ATTIRE, NO JEANS.

REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM, WYOMISSING, PENNSYLVANIA

THIS EVENT IS OPEN TO ADULTS ONLY.

  

By Judy Lefante and Wendy Bright
It is spring, and our thoughts quickly 

turn to summer camp and our 2024-2025 
school year.

This year Lakin Preschool is offering 
four weeks of summer camp. Register 
for one, two, three or four weeks of 
camp. The last two weeks of June seem 
like a perfect time to begin outdoor water 
play and activities. Camp will begin at 

9 am and end at noon Monday through 
Friday. 

Our themes for June are as follows: 
June 17-21 will be Super Heroes and June 
24-28 is Shark Week. 

Camp will resume on July 8-12 with 
the theme of Pirates and Treasure, 
and our last week of camp, July 15-19 
will include a trip through our solar 
system. 

Registration can be completed online 
at ReadingJewishCommunity.org or 
by calling Wendy and Judy at Lakin 
Preschool. 

Lakin Preschool registration is now 
open for the 2024-2025 school year. 
We are a state-licensed Preschool with 
weekly themes aligned to state standards.  
We have classes for 2-,3-and 4-year-olds.

We are looking forward to greeting new 

faces and welcoming back our 2’s and 
3’s who will be in exciting new classes. 
Tours of the school can be arranged upon 
request.  Please consider registering by 
June 30. 

Registration can be completed online 
at ReadingJewishCommunity.org and 
in-person at Lakin Preschool. Please call 
to arrange a tour of our facility at 610-
223-8058. 

Lakin Preschool offering summer camp
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By Rabbi Brian Michelson
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom

Do you know what 
the most celebrated 
Jewish Holiday is?  It is 
not Chanukah, despite 
all the hoopla that we 
see surrounding the 
holiday.  It is not either 
of the High Holidays; 
R o s h  H a s h a n a h 
or Yom Kippur. The 
holiday that is celebrated in some way 
by more Jews than any other holiday is 
the festival of Passover.

The most recent Pew Study reported 
that 62% percent of all identified Jews 
observe Passover in some way. It may 
be by attending a seder, doing a special 
house cleaning or not eating certain 
foods during the holiday. Of those who 
consider themselves religiously Jewish, 
nearly three-quarters celebrate Pesach 

in some fashion.
I have often wondered why this was 

the case, but if you think about it, it does 
make sense. Passover is a holiday 
whose focus is on the home and not the 
synagogue. We clean our homes, have 
seders, and celebrate the day-to-day of 
this holiday in our homes.

Of course, there are special services 
and Torah readings for the holiday, but 
they pale in comparison to what this 
holiday means for us at home.

In addition, because this is such a 
home-based celebration, I think it is one 
of the holidays that builds the greatest 
and most long-lasting memories.  I grew 
up going to synagogue on Pesach, but 
my real memories are about sitting at the 
table with my grandfather who rarely did 
anything overtly Jewish, but he had to 
lead the seder every year.

I think I still remember the entire first 
paragraph of the Haggadah we used and 

I hear it in his voice. I also recall sitting 
around the table at my great-aunt’s house 
as we worked our way through the entire 
Haggadah, but with the added challenge 
of no two books being the same. We 
constantly argued about where we were 
in the service and how much long it would 
be until we finally ate. These memories 
are strong because they are about being 
surrounded by family and friends in a 
place, we feel safe and at home.

I think that this is, for me, part of the 
wonder of Judaism. There is not just 
one way to be Jewish or to feel Jewish.  
There are a multiplicity of ways, and we 
are challenged to each discover what 
brings meaning and builds memories and 
connection. Last summer, Holly and I had 
the opportunity to be in Israel, and we 
visited the new ANU museum that took 
over from the Museum of the Diaspora. On 
one of the walls, there was a paragraph that 
spoke to me about exactly this concept. I 

took a picture of it and I have been carrying 
it on my phone.  It said:

“In this day and age, there are 
many and diverse ways to be Jewish 
and belong to the Jewish people: a 
collective memory, a bond with Israel, 
a connection with the Jewish religion, 
knowing and using Hebrew and Jewish 
languages, an affinity with Jewish 
culture, a kinship with other Jews and 
any Jewish groups, ties with family and 
origins … each of these ways, separately 
and combined, constitutes a foundation 
for the multifaceted identity of Jews as 
individuals and as a group in modern 
times.

And what is your way?”
As we prepare for this year’s Passover 

holiday, I want you to reflect on the final 
question, “And what is your way?”  May 
you find an answer that brings you joy, 
warm memories, and blessings this 
Pesach season.

Understanding the power of  Pesach for so many Jews

Looking ahead and behind
By Cantor Ted Prosnitz
Kesher Zion Synagogue

I am writing this 
d u r i n g  W o m e n ’ s 
History Month, when 
we complete reading 
Sefer Shemot, the 
B o o k  o f  E x o d u s , 
and thinking about 
Passover.  There are 
four special Sabbaths 
preceding Passover, 
known as the Arba 
Parashiot:

• Shabbat Shekalim-reminds of 
to support our synagogues and Jewish 
communal institutions

• Shabbat Zachor-reminds us to 
be faithful to God and stand up to Jewish 
hate

• Shabbat Parah-in time to cleanse 
and prepare for Pesach

• Shabbat Haḥodesh-announces 
the beginning of the new Jewish 
calendrical year.

     The number four is very prominent 
in the course of our Passover Seder. The 
source for this are the four expressions of 
redemption cited from the Torah:

• “I will bring you out from under 
the yoke of the Egyptians 

•  and deliver you from their 
slavery; 

•  I will redeem you with an 
outstretched arm and with mighty 
judgment. 

•  I will take you to Me as a nation. 
(Ex. 6:6-7).

Accordingly, there are Four Cups of 
wine, Four Questions, and Four Children.  

In fact, one way of understanding the 
Haggadah (literally, The Telling) is to read 
it as Four Acts, each with a Question, an 
Answer, and followed by Praise.

(By the way, there are Four Verses of 
Redemption in Megillat Esther/The Book 
of Esther read on Purim: (2:5, 8:15, 8:16, 
10:3).  Look them up.  You can find them 
in a Hebrew Bible/Tanakh, a worthwhile 
possession to have in every home.]

But I especially want to bring to 
mind four of  our ancestors who are not 
specifically mentioned in the Haggadah, 
but may be associated with each cup of 
wine-our Four Matriarchs:

• Sarah, who brought non-Jewish 
women to the Abrahamic faith in the One 
God

• Rebecca, who preserved and 
promoted Jacob and thus became the 

Mother of Israel
• Rachel, who was barren but was 

eventually blessed with a son, Joseph.  
Joseph’s life took the children of Israel 
to Egypt from whence Israel became a 
nation

• Leah, who said, “I will praise 
Hashem” (Gen. 29:35) and is thus 
associated with the Hallel portion of our 
Haggadah.

Our seders celebrate Hashem’s 
hand in history.  Our weeklong Ḥag 
Ladoshem/festival to the Lord recalls the 
first Passover and the physical removal 
of chometz/leaven from our homes.  We 
can also seek to remove the spiritual 
chometz/sour in our hearts.

May you and all your loved ones 
enjoy this z’man ḥeiruteinu/season of 
our liberation.

Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom  
invites you to a 
First Night  

Community Passover Seder 
Monday, April 22, 2024 at 6 PM 

                RSVPs and payment due to the RCOS Office by Monday, April  1,  2024.
Please pay online at OhebSholom.org or send completed reservation form & check made payable to RCOS:  

555 Warwick Drive, Wyomissing, PA 19610.  
If financial assistance is necessary, please contact Rabbi Brian Michelson at the Temple at 610 375 6034.

NO RESERVATIONS will be accepted after Monday, April 1st.  NO WALK IN SEATING WILL BE AVAILABLE.

 # of Adults:  _____  x  $40.00/each = _____   Phone:_______________________  E Mail:______________________

NAMES (first & last):  ____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

# of Children (6 13)  _____  x  $25.00/ea.ch=  ______  # of Children (0 5)     _____   (need high chair?)  yes ______

NAMES (first & last):  ____________________________________________________________________________

______________________________________________________________________________________________

If you are able to sponsor a college student or someone who is unable to pay: Amount _______

 TOTAL # ATTENDING: ________         TOTAL  PAYMENT SUBMITTED =   ___________

Please indicate any seating preferences:  ____________________________________________________________

*  Please provide the names of all attending the Seder so we can make everyone feel welcome with a name tag!*

MENU:  Matzo Ball Soup, Brisket, Gefilte Fish, Tossed Salad, Matzah, Herb Roasted Bliss 
Potatoes, String Beans, Desserts, 

& Beverages (Decaf, Coffee, Juice, Tea, & Wine)    
*Vegetarian Option: Eggplant Rolotini w/ Matzah Stuffing* (Please Specify)

Hoping to see all of you as we gather together as a community to share our Seder Meal! 
Thank you to the Jewish Federation of Reading for the support of this Seeder.  
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By Rabbi Yosef Lipsker
Chabad Center of Berks County

The s ta tement , 
“Let them eat cake,” 
allegedly expressed by 
Marie Antoinette, sums 
up the glaring class 
divis ion in France 
that led to the French 
Revolution.

So far removed was she from 
the p l ight  o f  most  o f  her  fe l low 
countrymen that she couldn’t begin 
to comprehend their condition. To us, 
her response to the situation seems 
absurd and ignorant. “The people 
have no bread? Let them eat cake!” 
However, it was indicative of a far 

greater problem. The upper class of 
France held themselves so far above 
the rest of the population that they 
couldn’t even begin to relate to their 
problems, let alone solve them.

The main problem of the French royal 
family was arrogance, an arrogance so 
severe that it took an all-out revolution, a 
war in the streets, to bring about change.

Getting rid of our ego is one of the 
themes of Passover

On Passover we are forbidden to eat 
leavened foods, chametz. In fact, we 
cannot have any chametz in our homes, 
nor can we benefit from it in any way 
during the week of Passover.

Therefore, in the days and weeks 
before the holiday we devote time to 

ridding our homes of even the slightest 
crumbs of chametz.

Our sages compares the character 
trait of arrogance to chametz, and the trait 
of modesty to matza, because chametz 
must rise up and become inflated, as in 
ego, while matzo is by its very nature flat, 
unobtrusive.

There is a story of a disciple of Rabbi 
Shneur Zalman of Liadi, the first Chabad 
Rebbe. This student was granted a 
private audience with him, and when he 
entered the Rebbe’s study he asked him,

“What do I lack?”
The Rebbe answered him,
“You lack nothing in the area of 

scholarship and fear of G-d.
However, you must get rid of the 

chametz in your character, your inflated 
ego. The cure for this is matza, which 
symbolizes humility and the setting aside 
of one’s own self for the sake of serving 
G-d.”

Implementing the advice given by 
the  Rebbe to his student, we can look 
at Passover cleaning as something we 
do not do just to our homes, but to our-
selves. As we peer into each and every 
corner, dig through every closet, and 
clean out everything, we are instructed 
to do the same with our own characters, 
to look for ways to refine ourselves 
from our arrogance and grow through 
humility.

Wishing you all a kosher and happy 
Passover!

The deeper meaning of  removing chametz from home
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PASSOVER
BEGINS

PRIMARY
DAY

APRIL
2024

DEADLINE
TO APPLY

vote.pa.gov

Passover begins at sundown on Monday, April 22, and 
Pennsylvania’s primary election is Tuesday, April 23.

Passover and 
the Primary

Apply for a Mail Ballot

or call 1-877-868-3772

If you’d like to vote by mail, request your 
ballot NOW and return it right away. 

vote.pa.gov/MailBallot
הגש בקשה להצבעה בדואר

Jewish Federation of Reading’s

Annual Meeting
June 2, 2024

11:30 am - 2:00pm

Join us for a family picnic in the
Wyomissing Hills park!

More details coming soon!
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By Alex Civil
Bring the Change

When I was invited to attend the 
“Never is Now” event by the Jewish 
Federation of Reading/Berks, I was 
unsure of what to expect. After a long 
ride from Pennsylvania to New York, 
I arrived at the Javits, eager to learn.

The morning session featured a 
variety of great speakers covering 
multiple topics. One speaker who 
part icularly stood out to me was 
Ambassador Deborah Lipstadt. Her 
extensive knowledge and impressive 
resume were evident as she discussed 
antisemitism. Previously, I believed 
that educated individuals were less 
likely to be racist or antisemitic, but her 
insights challenged that notion. One of 
her quotes that resonated with me was, 
“Individuals can be both a PhD and an 
SOB simultaneously,” highlighting that 
education does not necessarily prevent 
antisemitism.

During the event, I learned about the 
“J7 task force,” representing the seven 

largest Jewish diaspora communities 
worldwide: the United States, France, 
Argentina, Canada, Australia, Germany, 
and the United Kingdom. Intrigued by 
this group, I attended their breakout 
session on “How Global Leaders are 
Fighting Antisemitism Together.”

The panel discussed the global 
efforts to combat antisemitism. Marie 
Van der Zyl, president of the Board 
of Deputies of British Jews, shared 
insights from Britain, where some 
Jewish children hide their identity 
due to safety concerns. Canadian 
Jews feel a sense of betrayal, while 
American Jews faced challenges after 
the Pittsburgh massacre, with some 
experiencing boycotts reminiscent of 
1930s Germany. The panelists also 
highlighted the sense of solidarity 
and support from governments and 
law enforcement worldwide, including 
the Church of England, the Royal 
Family, and the US and Canadian 
governments.

T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  i n t r o d u c e d 

me to many new terms, including 
DARVO, which stands for Denying 
Attack Reverse the roles of Victims 
and Offenders, describing the act of 
blaming the victim for the offender’s 
actions. This phenomenon is seen in 
international politics in conflicts around 
the world.

Another term I learned was the 
phrase “from the river to the sea,” 
describing the geographical area from 
the Jordan River to the Mediterranean 
Sea. This phrase has different meanings 
depending on the perspective, with 
some viewing it as a Zionist movement 
similar to the Monroe Doctrine in U.S. 
history, while others see it as a call to 
wipe Israel off the map.

One of the most impactful moments 
of the event was the presentation of the 
Daniel Pearl Award to Nuseir Yassin, 
also known as Nas Daily. Nuseir, a 
person of mixed Palestinian and Jewish 
heritage, shared his experiences of 
facing backlash after making videos 
promoting unity between Israel and 
Palestine. His story resonated with me, 
as I have often found myself under fire 
from both sides while trying to promote 
unity and understanding.

Overall, the event emphasized the 
importance of standing up against 
antisemitism and promoting unity, even 
in the face of adversity. It highlighted 
the need for global collaboration 
and legislative action to combat hate 
speech and discrimination. I firmly 

believe that we all have a role and 
obligation to this world as soon as we 
are alive.

In conclusion, I echo Kofi Annan’s 
sentiment: “We may have different 
religions, different languages, different 
colored skin, but we all belong to one 
human race.”

By Margo Levin
I had the opportunity to attend 

the Anti-Defamation League (ADL) 
conference #NeverisNow on March 6 
at the Javits Center in New York.

We heard from prominent speakers, 
including Jonathan Greenblatt, ADL CEO 
and National Director. We also heard from 
Ambassador Deborah Lipstadt (Special 
Envoy to Monitor and Combat Antisemitism), 
Nuseir Yassin (an Israeli-Palestinian vlogger 
known as Nas Daily), and Dara Horn (an 
award-winning author and the Creative 
Advisor for the Weitzman National Museum 
of American Jewish History). The speakers 
addressed the alarming rise of antisemitism 
in the U.S. and worldwide and shared useful 
tools on how to combat the very difficult task 
of dealing with it. 

There were eye-opening breakout 
sessions on a variety of topics including 
protecting Jewish communities against 
Swatting, new ways to fight anti-Zionism 

and antisemitism at colleges, empowering 
allies in the fight against extremism and 
hate, how to keep the memory of the 
Holocaust alive in the digital age and 
how social media disinformation shapes 
the 2024 election.

One particularly meaningful panel 
(that especially got my attention) was 
Women’s Voices on Sexual Assault as 

a Weapon of War and Antisemitism: 
Oct. 7 and beyond. There was not a 
single empty seat in the room for this 
panel, which drew an audience of not 
only women but also men and many 
students. 

A discussion was held regarding the 
sexual violence perpetrated by Hamas 
against Israeli women and men. The 
evidence is clear: Horrific acts of sexual 
violence were committed. 

What is so disturbing is the denial and 
the silence by woman’s organizations 
from around the world.  This is a troubling 
precedent not only for Israeli women but 
for all victims of sexual violence no matter 
where it takes place.  

Just as Israelis from every walk of life 
came together in the face of the atrocities 
inflicted on the nation on Oct. 7, so too 
have Jewish women’s organizations in 
the U.S., including the  National Council 
of Jewish Women, Jewish Women 

International and Hadasah International. 
They have come together to work on 
behalf Israeli women, Jewish women 
and, most significantly, all women. If 
you are not already familiar with these 
organizations and the worthwhile cause 
that they support, please check them out. 

Despite these dark times, I did see 
the unity among us, and I am hopeful 
for the future given that half of the 
4,000 attendees were young adults and 
represent a new generation of leaders in 
the Jewish community who are ready to 
stand up for Israel and the Jewish people 
throughout the world. 

As Jonathan Greenblatt told us: “The 
time for complacency is over.  We can’t 
assume American Jewish life will be a 
comfortable life — unless we transform 
from observers to activists and onlookers 
to advocates. We will not let our country 
be lost to the antisemites.  We will fight. 
We will win.”

Margo Levin and Alex Civil at the ADL Confrerence.

ADL conference a powerful experience

An eye-opening education on antisemitism

Trust the pest experts
With over 80 years of experience, we’ve seen and  
solved just about every pest problem imaginable. 

Call Ehrlich at (855) 226-0075 or visit jcehrlich.com

•    Termite Control
•    Bird & Bat Control
•    Bed Bug Control
•    Ant & Spider Control

•    General Pest Control
•    Mosquito & Tick Control
•    Weed Control
•    Year Round Protection
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Pediatric and Adult Patients 
Treating Ear, Nose, Throat Problems  

Thyroid Nodules, Neck Masses & Sinusitis

Physicians: 

James P. Restrepo, M.D., FACS, ECNU 
Jeffrey S. Driben, M.D., FACS, ECNU

Scott J. Cronin, M.D., FACS
Adam P. Vasconcellos, M.D., FACS

Chetan Y. Safi, M.D.

Nurse Practitioner: 
Rosemarie Montgomery

MS, CRNP, FNP-C

ENT Head & Neck Specialists, PC  
985 Berkshire Blvd., Wyomissing  
610-374-5599 • www.ent-hns.net

Providing diagnostic and rehabilitative services for all types of hearing loss, for any age group. 
Hearing and Balance Disorders 

State of the Art Hearing Aid Fittings 
In House Hearing Aid Repairs

Audiologists: 
 

Melanie A. Appler, AuD, FAAA
Matthew R. Bonsall, AuD, FAAA

Jenna L. Galan, AuD, CCC-A

Awarded Medicare’s Highest Ranking – 5 STARS 
Highest Quality Care | Private Suites | Resort-Like Surroundings

Our team of skilled therapists promote functional independence and 
wellness in a holistic, personalized way – we aspire to restore your health 
as quickly and safely as possible. Our beautiful new rehabilitation center 
includes 18 private suites and is complemented by services and amenities. 

SHORT-TERM 
REHABILITATION 

2000 Cambridge Avenue | Wyomissing, PA 19610

Safely Welcoming Rehabilitation Patients! 
To speak to our Clinical Liaison:

610.775.2300       Thehighlands.org

Please support
our advertisers.

Social action at Kesher Zion
The Kesher Zion Social Action Committee is excited by its ongoing mitzvah project. The group 

partnered with the Wyomissing Church of the Brethren to help those in need at the New Journey 
Community Outreach/Food Pantry. New Journey is a nonprofit organization supporting those in 
need in our community. They have approximately 300 people in need of a meal each day. KZSA 

volunteers make 20 pounds of BBQ to add to the batches made by the volunteers from the church 
for distribution to those served by New Journey. Volunteers from both groups fill lunch bags and 

deliver the bags and the BBQ to New Journey. 

Obituary
Julian Joseph “J.J.” Syret, 82 of 

Wyomissing, passed away on March 7.  
Born in Baltimore, Julian served in the 
Coast Guard and was employed as a 
salesman for MJ Earl in Reading from 
1969 until his retirement in 2017. He 

was a congregant at Chabad- Lubavitch 
of Berks County and volunteered at the 
JFS food pantry. Julian is survived by 
his wife, Sharon, daughter Jennifer 
L. Gresh and husband, Steven; 
and grandchildren Ryan Syret and 
Mackenna Gresh. His son Louis Syret 
predeceased him in 2015.

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Thinking about buying or selling?
David Spillerman, REALTOR®

cell: 610-207-1223  |  office: 610-372-3200

Your World.
Under One Roof.
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By Sari Incledon, M.Ed.
M y  h u s b a n d 

Mike and I hosted a 
birthday party for my 
mother-in-law when 
she turned 50. I was 
in my early 20s, and 
I still have a vivid 
memory of thinking 
how old “50” was. 
My perspective has 
certainly changed as 
I age; now I think of 
people in their 50s as middle-aged and 
people in their 80s as older adults!

And I’m not the only one whose views 
on aging are changing! Roseanne Leipzig, 
MD, PhD, a top doctor with more than 35 
years of experience caring for older people, 
spoke about our society’s perceptions of 
growing old and ageism at the Federation 
on March 13. Her book “Honest Aging: 
An Insider’s Guide to the Second Half of 
Life” describes what to expect physically, 
functionally, and emotionally as you age 
with practical advice, empathy, and humor.

One of the main points that stood out 
to me in her presentation and her book 
was Dr. Leipzig’s positive attitude towards 
aging. She provided a reality check for 
people 85 and older, quoting statistics, 
“Most of us will live into old age and be in 
good shape.” It is important that we keep a 
positive attitude as we age, as studies show 
that people who have a negative view of 
aging live 7½ years less and perform worse 
on memory and hearing tests.  

I can understand why people might 
have negative views about aging. These 
fears stem from the uncertainties around 
death, physical and mental deterioration, 
being alone,  being a burden and 
diminishing relevance. However, we all 
have to recognize that as we age, change 
is inevitable; according to Dr. Leipzig, 
“normal aging” involves physiological, 
psychological, and functional changes that 
occur in most people as they get older. 
What is essential to growing old is not 
fighting the fact that we are changing, but 
how we embrace these changes, and this 
can make all the difference!

For instance, you will walk more slowly, 
have flabbier arms and a pot belly, have 
“senior moments,” be more sensitive to 
medicine, urinate more during the night and 

feel less thirsty when dehydrated. Other 
geriatric symptoms are common:  falls and 
balance problems, cognition issues, loss of 
vision and hearing, dizziness, incontinence, 
sleep problems and frailty. With exercise, 
many of these issues may resolve. So, 
instead of having a negative attitude 
(“I’m too shaky to take walks”), take the 
viewpoint to see this as an opportunity to try 
something new (“I’m joining a yoga class to 
improve my strength and balance!”).

That’s the whole MO around Dr. 
Leipzig’s book: shifting your attitude 
towards aging. Despite the challenges of 
aging, Dr. Leipzig pointed out the upsides 
— you become less insecure, you say and 
do what you want, you focus on the present 
and what’s important, you have more 
emotional control, and increased wisdom. 
She advised us to think about what we will 
do with the rest of our lives and suggested 
adapting to the “new normal” by reframing 
what it means to be independent.

Dr. Leipzig summed up her thoughts 
on cultivating a positive mindset around 
this “new normal” and aging: “I think the 
first thing is to recognize that if we’re lucky, 
we’re all going to get old … I think it’s really 
recognizing the self-fulfilling prophecy that’s 
in there and also standing up and resisting 
ageism wherever you see it.” I highly 
recommend those going through the aging 
process now to read her book. “Honest 
Aging” is available for purchase at our 
official book vendor, Reads and Company 
Bookshop, ReedsandCompany.com.

As someone who is actively climbing 
the “mountain of age” (Mike is turning 70 
this month!), I purchased the book and 
continue to focus on positive thinking! My 
personal mantra around aging echoes the 
actress Ingrid Bergman: “Growing old is 
like climbing a mountain; you get a little 
out of breath, but the view is much better.”  
Order the book and embark on your own 
adventure climbing the mountain of age!

Climbing the mountain of  age
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Food Pantry

Friendship Circle

Counseling Services

Transportation

Financial Assistance

Hospital and

   Home Visitations   

Living with Loss

Information and

   Referral   

Case Management

Holiday Programs

JFS thanks …
Lakin Preschool children 
and parents for their 
donation of $130.50. This 
tzedakah will be used to 
purchase food for our 
JFS food pantries. The 
children also participated 
in a tzedakah project, 
packing lunches which 
will be given to children 
facing food insecurity. 
Thank you for your 
generosity and for caring 
about others.
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Above, Robert Schneier and Mary Engleson sharing a laugh at Friendship Circle. At 
right, Louise Zeidman and Carole Robinson enjoying President’s Day fun at Friendship 

Circle on March 15.

Friendship Circle meets twice monthly for entertaining and educational programs along 
with a chance to see friends. See below for scheduled events in April.

Fun times at Friendship Circle

JFS food pantries keep doing great work

Pete Jacobson and Russ Shanahan take a quick break at a very busy JFS Food Pantry.
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By Ziv Laskin
What is Aliyah? 

Aliyah is the return 
of the diaspora Jew 
to their homeland, 
I s r a e l .  A l i y a h 
o c c u r r e d  l o n g 
before Israel was 
established; Jews have been immigrating 
to Israel since ancient times. However, 
the first major wave of Aliyah happened 
around 1882-1903 from Eastern Europe, 
Yemen and Iraq, with 35,000 Jews 
immigrating to Palestine during that 
period.

After the creation of Israel, Jews 
from all over the world continued to 
immigrate to Israel, especially from 
Muslim countries where Jews faced 
oppression and were forced to leave. 
For instance, my family made Aliyah from 
Iraq after experiencing discrimination 
and violence. Approximately 150,000 
Jews returned to Israel from Iraq during 
that period, while today only four Jews 

remain in Iraq. 
There are various reasons for 

making Aliyah today; some people do 
it for ideological, religious, educational, 
security or lifestyle reasons. Obviously, 
it is not an easy decision, and the 
process can be lengthy and complicated. 
However, last month, I had the opportunity 
to meet with the Minister of Aliyah and 
Absorption of Israel. He was eager to 
learn more about the diaspora Jews and 
how the Israeli government can better 
support and connect with them.

Additionally, I learned about the 
organization Nefesh B’Nefesh, which 
makes the Aliyah process much more 
accessible and streamlined. Moreover, 
every individual making Aliyah receives 
full support from the government, including 
grants, assistance in finding employment, 
and integration into the community.

 In my opinion, Aliyah plays a crucial 
role in the preservation of Jewish identity 
by affirming the right of any Jew in the 
world to return to their homeland.

Ziv Laskin celebrates with Federation colleagues and the Exeter Community Library after receiving a Berks 
County Public Libraries Certificate of Merit for all his What’s Cooking? with Ziv classes held at the library in 

Exeter Towns
hip.

What to know about Aliyah

Ziv Laskin joins Louise Zeidman to enjoy some Purim fun.

DIVERSITY NIGHT
AT THE

FIGHTIN PHILS
J O I N  U S  T O  S U P P O R T  A D V A N C E M E N T S  

I N  D I V E R S I T Y  &  I N C L U S I O N  I N  B E R K S  C O U N T Y !

June 30, 2024
game begins at 5:15pm

Sponsorship Opportunities Available!  
contact Laurie Waxler
for more information:

LaurieW@jfreading.org

Save the Date!

Look for 

Free Ticket

info next

month!
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Studying Jewish warriors at Noontime Knowledge

One of the JCC’s March Noontime Knowledge programs featured a talk on “Jewish Warriors: Then and Now,” presented by author Steven Hartov.
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Shoshana Mambi, a rabbi in training from Uganda, teaches Reform Congregation Sholom Religious School 
students during her weekend as a scholar in residence in the community.

BBYO offers fun activities for teens

Contract for Selling Ḥametz /Prohibition of Chametz 
 On Pesach it is prohibited to possess ḥametz (leaven). All ḥametz that will not be 
eaten or burned before Pesach must be sold to a non-Jew. All ḥametz utensils that 
will not be thoroughly cleaned by then, should be stored away in closets or rooms 
while preparing for Pesach. The storage area is locked or tape-shut, and leased to a 
non-Jew at the time of the sale. You may use an agent both to sell the ḥametz to the 
non-Jew on the morning before Pesach starts and also to buy it back the evening 
after Pesach ends. Locking your ḥametz away and signing this contract is an easy 
way of observing one of the most important laws in the Torah. Ḥametz which 
remains in the possession of a Jew over Pesach may not be used, eaten, bought or 
sold even after Pesach.  

Please identify all locations where you may own ḥametz, sign and date this 
contract, and give it to Cantor Ted Prosnitz, cantorprosnitz@gmail.com, Kesher 
Zion Synagogue, 555 Warwick Drive, Wyomissing, PA 19610 by 12 noon 
Monday, April 21, 2023. 

There is no charge for this, but a donation for Maot Ḥittin or other charity is 
encouraged. 

DELEGATION OF POWER FOR SALE OF CHAMETZ 

I hereby empower and authorize Cantor Ted Prosnitz to sell all Ḥametz that may be in my 
possession, wherever it may be - at home, a place of business or elsewhere. This includes 
all goods which may be delivered to me over Passover as well as stocks owned in full or 
in part in corporations which sell or deal with Ḥametz. Cantor Prosnitz has full rights to 
sell, dispose, and conduct all transactions, including rental of the property where the 
Ḥametz is stored and rental of right of way as he deems fit and proper, for such time 
which he believes necessary in accordance with detailed terms and forms explained in the 
contracts in his possession. The above power hereby being given, is meant to conform 
with all Torah and Rabbinic regulations and laws. 

Name:___________________________________________________________	  

	  Address(es)	  where	  Chametz	  is	  stored	  (Home,	  Office,	  etc.):	  
Street:___________________________________________	  City:___________________	  	  	  State:_______	  

Street:___________________________________________	  City:____________________	  State:_______	  

	  

Signature:____________________________________________	  Date:_________________ 

The BBYO Berks chapter had a wonderful time at Top Golf in 
King of Prussia. Please email Luba.karchevsky@gmail.com to get 
more information on joining BBYO.

The teens are planning fun and educational events for the 
next school year. Do not miss out on your teenagers enjoying fun 
activities together with their Jewish peers!

Scholar in residence
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Chabad hosted an incredibly powerful evening with Iris Haim and her son Tuval. Iris is the mother of Yotam, 
who was taken hostage on Oct. 7 and then accidentally killed by the IDF. 

Iris is a beacon of light, a lighthouse of strength, courage, resilience, and positivity.
Iris’s story serves as a reminder that we have the power to transform our pain into a source of strength.

An eventful March at Chabad

Almost 60 people from the community prepared for Purim by baking hamantashen together at Chabad with 
Janine Ure and Chana Lipsker. You name the filling, they had it, plus a great array of toppings too.  It was a fun 

afternoon.

Chabad Hebrew School had a fantastic family trip to New York on March 3. The trip started in Boro Park, a very 
large Jewish community, and we learned about some of the things that form the infrastructure of a large Jewish 

community. We then headed to Crown Heights to the area of Chabad headquarters..There, we visited a local 
Jewish artist, followed by a fascinating tour of the behind the scenes of a scribe, including how the parchment is 

made and stretched and then to a matzah bakery. 
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Sixth- and seventh-grade students from Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom make lunch for the people at 
Opportunity House as a community service project.

RCOS students give back

Follow us on social media! 

Jewish Federation of Reading & 
Jewish Cultural Center of Reading 

         @jfedreadingberks 

 

Don’t forget to share your email with us to keep on 
the latest Community news! 

Send us an email at info@jfreading.org to get 
added to our email l ist! 

It’s Simcha Supplement time
If  you had or are having a bar/bat mitzvah 

or graduation (high school or higher) in 
your family this Jewish year, share the good 
news with the community. Please submit a 
few sentences about the person and their 

accomplishment, along with a photo.

 Text and photos can be sent to
Marknem@aol.com or to the Federation office. 

DEADLINE IS APRIL 30.

JFS TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM
This program provides transportation to members of 
the Jewish community, age 60 and over or those with 
disabilities, who have no other way of getting around. 
It allows participants to retain their independence and 
keeps them from becoming homebound and isolated. 
It can be used for medical appointments, synagogue 

attendance,  shopping and other errands.

It is easy to participate. Purchase a book of 25 taxi 
tickets from the Federation at a cost of $25. Each 

coupon is worth $3. The phone number for Reading 
Metro Taxi is printed on the ticket book. Call the 
company and arrange your ride. At the end of the 

ride, sign your coupon(s) before giving them to the 
driver. Tipping is left to the passenger’s discretion. 
The coupon does not include the cost of tipping.

This program is subsidized by the Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10













Continued from Page 5
silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Contributions as of March 15
Jewish Family Service
In memory of:

- Thomas Gavigan - Russell & Jeri Diesinger, Linda & Scott Bram and family, 
Corinne & Andy Wernick, Sue Wachs, Cheryl & Eric Farber, Jonathan & Jan Simon
- Gerald Levine - Corinne & Andy Wernick
- David Pleet - Jonathan & Jan Simon, Ellen & Donald Abramson
- Julian Syret - Carol & Bernie Gerber and family, Carrie & Stephen, Josh & Robyn 
Latman, John & Jane Leader, Susan & Mel Blum, Cheryl & Eric Farber, Phyllis 
Dessel, Debbie Goodman, Eric & Deborah Zelnick, Corinne & Andy Wernick, 
Stuart & Joanne Zager, Anzie Golden, Lynn & Richard Gordon, Judy Copeland
- Irwin Kabakoff - Corinne & Andy Wernick

Evelyn F. Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

-Thomas Gavigan - Beth and Bob Caster
-David Pleet - Beth and Bob Caster
-Mark Creal - Beth and Bob Caster 

In honor of:
-Jonathan & Jan Simon’s new granddaughter, Claire - Beth & Bob Caster

Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In memory of:

-Thomas Gavigan - Henry & Carolyn Ansell, Frank Politzer, Anzie Golden, Myron 
& Karen Kabakoff
-Julian Syret - Betsy & Al Katz, Vic & Dena Hammel

In honor of:
-Amanda Hornberger receiving a Girl Scouts Take the Lead award - Debbie 
& David Goldberg

Sue B. Viener Memorial Fund for PJ Library
In memory of:

-Albert Citron - George Viener

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  
Jewish Family Service    
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    
JFS Food Bank     
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  
Doris Levin Fund     
Sue B. Viener Memorial Fund for PJ Library 
Harry & Rose Sack Adult Education Fund 
Evelyn Thompson Fund    

Kauffman’s 
BBQ Chicken
& Our Jewish

Apple Cake

Sunday, May 5th, 2024
12:00 noon  - 3:00 pm

Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom
555 Warwick Drive Parking Lot

$10 Quarter Apple Cake

$13 Kauffman’s Chicken BBQ Platter

$22 Quarter Apple Cake &
Chicken BBQ Combo Platter

$22 Quart of Jewish Brisket

$11 Pint of  Jewish Brisket

Credit Card Preferred or
Cash Accepted on Event Day

Pre-Order Starts April 15th
Credit Card Only

www.ohebsholom.org
COMPREHENSIVE
VISION & MEDICAL
EYE HEALTH CARE

FOR ALL AGES
 

WYOMISSING
OPTOMETRIC

CENTER
 

24/7
MEDICAL EYE
EMERGENCIES

Glenn S. Corbin, OD
Kerry J. Burrell, OD

 Amanda S. Legge, OD    
Perry C. Umlauf, OD

Jeffrey S. Stefanick, OD
Leslie B. Miller, OD

WYOMISSING  
50 Berkshire Court, Wyomissing, PA 19610  

610-374-3134
DOUGLASSVILLE   

1050 Benjamin Franklin Hwy. W. 
Douglassville, PA 19518 

610-385-4333

MYERSTOWN  
356 West Main Avenue 
Myerstown, PA 17067  

717-866-1400

The Best Care In Sight!

wyo-opto.com
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We have a selection of Kosher for Passover cakes and cookies made by Molly’s Bakehouse.

p p

Fresh Kosher 
Boneless 
Chicken 
Breast Fillets

Fresh Kosher 
Cut Up 
Chicken 
Fryers

Fresh Kosher 
Whole Broiler 
Chickens

We reserve the right to limit quantities. • Not responsible for typographical 
or pictorial errors. Products may not be available in all stores.weismarkets.com prices effective through 05/01/24

Bosco
Chocolate 
Syrup
22 oz

Kedem Concord 
Grape Juice
64 oz

Dr Brown’s
Soda
2 L

Rokeach
or Yehuda  
Gefilte Fish
24 oz

Manischewitz
Matzo Ball 
Mix
5 oz

Streit’s 
Fruit Slices
8 oz

Manischewitz
Potato 
Pancake Mix
6 oz

Gunter’s 
Honey
12 oz

Happy Passover

799
lb 399

lb 399
lb

2
$5
for

2
$5
for 2

$6
for

299

149 199

399599

p

R E D E E M
A P R I L  7  T H R O U G H 

A P R I L  30

with 100 POINTS

FREEStreit’s
Passover 
Matzos
5 lb


