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By Amanda J. Hornberger

“Woodrow on the Bench” is the story 
of New York Times’ bestselling author 
Jenna Blum’s last seven months with 
her beloved black Lab, Woodrow‚ who 
had been by her side through many life 
transitions, including her mom’s passing. 
Every day, when Woodrow could no 
longer walk, Jenna carried him to the 
bench across from her apartment, and 
there Woodrow and Jenna’s neighbors 
taught her new lessons about life and 
love, including the power of community 
to carry a person through troubled times.

Join us in-person for brunch on Sunday, 
March 20 at the DoubleTree Hilton Reading. 
Brunch will be served at 9 a.m., and Jenna 
will present at 10 a.m. There are two ticket 
options:

$38 per person includes kosher-style 
brunch

$55 per person includes kosher-style 
brunch and signed hardcover copy of 
“Woodrow on the Bench”

All tickets include a $2 donation to 
Animal Rescue League of Berks County in 
memory of Woodrow. RSVP deadline with 
payment is March 11. 

Jenna Blum is the New York Times 

and internationally bestselling author 
of novels “Those Who Save Us,” “The 
Stormchasers” and “The Lost Family”; the 
novella “The Lucky One” in the collection 
“Grand Central”; and memoir “Woodrow 
on the Bench.”

Jenna is one of Oprah Winfrey’s Top 
Thirty Women Writers, with her work 
published in over 20 countries, and 
cofounder/CEO of literary social media 
marketing company A Mighty Blaze. 
Jenna’s New York Times and internationally 
bestselling first novel, “Those Who Save 
Us,” won the Ribalow Prize, awarded by 
Hadassah Magazine and adjudged by 
Elie Wiesel; Jenna interviewed Holocaust 
survivors for the Steven Spielberg Survivors 
of the Shoah Foundation for five years. 
Jenna is a public speaker, traveling 
nationally and internationally, and visited 
Reading as part of Literatour Berks in its 
inaugural season in 2020.

We look forward to gathering in-person 
again to celebrate our third season of 
Literatour Berks and raise funds for next 
year’s season. If you have enjoyed the 
more than two dozen authors who came 
into your living room or in-person over the 
past year, please consider supporting this 

great event!
 RSVP is available on our website: 

https://readingjewishcommunity.org/
Thank you to the sponsors and patrons 

of Literatour Berks for making this event 
possible. 

Bestselling author headlines 
Literatour Berks Brunch

JFR programming for all ages

The Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks offers programming and services for people of all ages. At left, Lisa Stein receives a box lunch from Jewish Family Service to 
keep the spirit of the Friendship Circle program alive amid a pandemic pause. At right, a Lakin Preschool student enjoys one of the fun, educational activities that are the 

hallmark of that long-running Jewish community institution. See Page 8 and the Centerpiece to learn more.
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Women’s Philanthropy

Maimonides Society

Your Jewish Legacy

Chai Circle

L’Chaim Society

Book of Life

Letter of Intent

DONATE NOW
TO OUR
 JEWISH 

COMMUNITY 
CAMPAIGN

Please visit 
ReadingJewishCommunity.

org

Make your gift 
today!

By Laurie Waxler
Development Director

When I researched 
Women’s Philanthropy, the 
Jewish Federation of North 
America’s website stated 
“Women philanthropists 
are the change-makers 
and community-shapers of 
the world. We are sisters 
and daughters, mothers and friends, 
compassionate and committed women at 
every stage of life and career.” I don’t think 
I could say it any better and I believe we 
have great potential here in Berks County.

Back in 2019, the Federation hosted 
a well-attended event featuring Abigail 
Pogrebin, author of “My Jewish Year: 18 
Holidays; One Wondering Jew” and “Stars 
of David: Prominent Jews Talk About Being 
Jewish.” This was to be the reinvigoration 
of an important group of dedicated women, 

who over the years, were an integral part 
of our organization.  Sadly, despite its 
potential, it was one more group put on 
hold due to pandemic restrictions and the 
changeover of development staff.

Women’s philanthropy has changed 
over the years. Women want to do more 
and feel  they’re making an impact. There 
is a strong coalition of Jewish women here 
in Berks County who I know can collectively 
make a difference in our community with 
their gifts of time, talent and treasure. They 
already make a difference on their own … 
imagine the possibilities if we do it together! 

With more than 200 nonprofits here in Berks 
County and plenty of need in Israel, the 
opportunities are endless.

Let’s put our heads together and honor 
the charity of our past donors by mapping 
out a future for our Women’s Philanthropy 
to thrive once again.

I’m looking for a few good women 
interested in donating a few hours of 
their time to collaborate on ways to 
engage and rebuild this important group. 
I’m only an email (LaurieW@jfreading.
org) or a phone call (610-921-0624) 
away!  Can we talk?

My Learning Curve

Women’s Philanthropy

Our sincere apologies for missing these generous donors
in our Honor Roll published in February

Pacesetter Gifts ($2,400 +)
 Sid and Esther Bratt; Sam and Sarah Flamholz

Sponsor Gifts ($500 +)
Steve and Carrie Latman; Brett Krevolin; Carly Krumholz; Harry Ziff

Community Gifts ($118+)
Faith Marshall; Jamie Samolewicz; Michelle Sparacio; Holli Winick-Viau; Mark Woodland
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By Yoseph Haddad
As an Is rae l i  Arab who grew 

up in Nazareth, I believe Amnesty 
International’s recent report tries to 
distort my identity. The 205-page 
document constantly refers to an 
“apar the id”  against  “Palest in ian 
c i t i z e n s  o f  I s r a e l , ”  m a k i n g  n o 
differentiation between Israeli Arabs 
and Palestinians. 

What about Israeli Arabs like me? 
We live under the democratically elected 
government of Israel with equal rights 
like any Jewish citizen. No matter how 
many times Amnesty International tries 
to erase my identity for trying to advance 
their political agenda, that doesn’t make 
it the truth.

I was born an Israeli, and I will 
remain an Israeli. I am entitled to all the 
same rights as any citizen of Israel. I 
was a soldier in Israel’s Defense Forces 
protecting the north of Israel, where 
most of the Israeli-Arab community 
lives, from terrorist rockets attacks by 
Hezbollah. 

Not only that, but I was also a 
commander of dozens of Jewish soldiers. 
What kind of an “apartheid” would let 
Arabs give orders to Jews? The non-
existent kind.

A recent report by the NGO Israel 
Democracy Institute showed that the 
majority of Israeli Arabs do not, in 
fact, identify as Palestinian but as 
Arab or Israeli Arab. Only 7% of those 
surveyed even identify as Palestinian. 
A subsequent poll showed that 81% 
of Israeli Arabs prefer to live in Israel 
over living in the US or in any other 
Western country. I guess life isn’t 
that bad under “Israeli domination,” 
contrary to the lies Amnesty spreads 
about our lives in the only democracy 
in the Middle East. 

Amnesty’s report includes numerous 
falsehoods and cherry-picks incidents 
that fit its narrative to delegitimize 
Israel. For example, Amnesty repeatedly 
mentions physical segregation between 
Arabs and Jews. Their “researchers” 
should visit an Israeli hospital where a 
Muslim Arab woman can receive the best 
care from a Jewish doctor, or an ultra-
orthodox Jewish child can be treated by 
an Arab doctor. 

In our Arab-Israeli community, the 
majority of citizens want to live in 
peace with Jews. Many want to be, 
and already are, an integral part of 
Israeli society. Instead of promoting 

cooperation and a vision for a better 
future, organizations like Amnesty 
International delegitimize the only 
democratic state in the Middle East, 
trying to brand it as an “apartheid” 
state.

Apartheid is defined as a system 
of discrimination or oppression based 
on race. So, let’s talk about it. Israel’s 
basic laws explicitly state that they 
protect against all discrimination and 
preserve the status of the State of Israel 
as being a Jewish and democratic 
state. Not Jewish, not democratic, but 
Jewish and democratic. That means 
that, since its establishment, this 
country has specifically protected the 
rights of religious and ethnic minorities 
by law.

Does that mean there’s no racism 
in Israel? Of course not, like in any 
other country — Israel has its problems 
that need fixing. In this sense, Israel 
is no different than any other Western 
democracy, like the U.S., France and the 
UK, which all try every day to do better 
and fix racial, economic and educational 
disparities. 

As for the Palestinians, the status-
quo of occupation is problematic, 
but st i l l ,  i t ’s not based on racial 
discrimination, but rather on national 
conflict. A conflict that Israel has proven 
it would like to end on several occasions 
when it offered generous solutions for 
peace, before the Palestinians rejected 
them.

If Israel has a racial issue with 
Arabs, why did we then make peace 
with Morocco, UAE, Egypt, Jordan 
and Bahrain? Why then are there so 
many Arabs who are part of Israel’s 
government, making decisions that 
impact every Israeli? Why are there 
Arab judges deciding on the fate of 
Israeli citizens in court?

I’ve been to South Africa myself, 
and I’ve seen with my own eyes how 
disgusting and soul-crushing the crime 
of Apartheid is.

This is part of the reason why I can’t 
stand by and let these lies be spread by 
organizations like Amnesty International 
for its own political gain.

The accusation of “apartheid” is a 
serious one and should never be used 
as a political tool to demonize a country 
that you don’t like.

A m n e s t y  I n t e r n a t i o n a l ,  s t o p 
d i s r e s p e c t i n g  t h e  h i s t o r y  a n d 
v ic t ims  o f  the  ac tua l  Apar the id 

regime in South Africa, and let ’s 
instead work together with Arabs and 
Jews to resolve these conflicts in a 
peaceful way, instead of adopting the 
ideologies and lies that are repeated 
by extremists who don’t believe that 
Israel, the only Jewish-democratic 
state in the world, has the right to 

exist at all.

Yoseph Haddad is an Israeli rights 
activist. He is the CEO of the NGO 
Together - Vouch for Each Other, which 
aims to create a better understanding 
and cooperation between Israeli Arabs 
and Israeli Jews.

By William D. Franklin
President

R e a d i n g  i s  a 
very special place. I 
think the world of our 
community, community 
l e a d e r s  a n d  t h e 
Federation volunteers 
I have had the privilege 
of working with over 
the past seven and 
a half years. Their commitment to the 
important issues the Jewish community 
faces has been truly inspiring, and I can’t 
thank them enough for their support of 
me personally and the work of JFR.

As I plan for my retirement at the 
end of July, the question “Is the glass 
half-empty or half-full?” fills my thoughts. 
On one hand, Andi and I look forward to 
spending half of the year with our family 
and friends in Israel and the other half 
living where we can enjoy our family (nine 
grandchildren!) and friends here in the 

U.S. On the other hand, we will miss the 
friends and associates we have come to 
know and love here in Reading.

But I believe the half full-half empty 
question is important. Psychologists tell 
us that any situation can be a cause 
for either pessimism or optimism. Our 
emotion is merely a litmus test which 
articulates our perspective. The progress 
we are making in the effort to create a 
Jewish Community Cultural Center and 
to reinvigorate our Lakin Preschool is 
exciting, but they are unfinished with 
many challenges ahead.  Half empty or 
half full? 

In the past eight years we have lost 
half of our campaign funding due to 
the deaths and economic downturns 
of key donors. But the initial work of 
our new development director, Laurie 
Waxler, focusing on the goals of next 
generation donors and reinvigorating 
our Maimonides Society and Women’s 
Donor’s programs will have, we hope, 

a positive effect. Half empty or half full? 
The pandemic has significantly 

altered the needs and accessibility of 
our community. But Carole Robinson and 
Sari Incledon have developed innovative 
ways of staying in contact and delivering 
goods and services to those in need. Half 
empty or half full?

If you look at our Jewish community 
calendar, you will see the many, diverse 
programs Amanda Hornberger and Adi 
Shalev are bringing to our community. 
The calendar is full, but we all miss 
coming together and are ‘Zoom tired.’ 
Half empty or half full?

And,  a l though our country is 
experiencing a frightening rise in 
anti-Semitism and hate crimes, the 
Jewish Community Relations work of 
Margo Levin and Debbie Goldberg has 
enhanced our relationships, mutual 
understanding, and collaboration with the 
non-Jewish and minority ethnic groups of 
our community. Their work continues to 

‘fill the glass.’
The dedication and efforts of our 

Chair Bob Caster, our Executive 
Commi t tee ,  and the JFR Board 
definitely have helped us ‘f i l l  the 
glass.’ But new officers and directors 
will be needed in June to ensure the 
JFR glass stays full.

Sheila Bornstein and Dr. Gordon 
Perlmutter are heading the search 
committee looking for my replacement. 
Everyone is working together for 
a smooth transition so the Jewish 
community glass keeps getting fuller 
and fuller. If you know of anyone locally 
or elsewhere who is qualified and may 
be interested, please contact Sheila or 
Gordon.

Rabbi Tarfon used to say: “It is not 
your duty to finish the work, but neither 
are you at liberty to neglect it.” The 
glass is both half empty and half full. It is 
refillable and the choice is ours.

Thank you.

From the President’s Desk

‘Is the glass half-empty or half-full?’
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Amnesty International is set to accuse Israel of enforcing apartheid on Palestinians

Amnesty tries to distort my Arab identity and dismantle Israel 
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By Amanda J. Hornberger
The community is invited to join us 

in-person for the 2022 Richard J. Yashek 
Memorial Lecture on Wednesday, March 23, 
at 7:30 p.m. at the Chapel at Albright College. 
Our speaker will be Ellen Germain, Special 
Envoy for Holocaust Issues at the Department 
of State, with her lecture entitled “Why Do 
Holocaust Issues Matter for Foreign Policy?”

Given the rise of antisemitism and 
Holocaust issues not only nationally but 
internationally, Germain’s topic will be 
extremely timely and relevant. The lecture is 
free and open to the public.

Ellen Germain assumed her duties as 
Special Envoy for Holocaust Issues at the 
Department of State on August 23, 2021.  
She is a career member of the Senior Foreign 
Service. 

She served as Deputy Chief of Mission at 
the U.S. Embassy in Sarajevo, Bosnia and 
Herzegovina, from 2018-2021.  Her previous 

positions include director of the Office of 
Arabian Peninsula Affairs in the Bureau of 
Near Eastern Affairs (2015-2017), head of the 
U.S. Consulate General in Krakow, Poland 
(2012-2015), and postings as deputy political 
counselor at the U.S. Embassy in Baghdad 
(2007-2008) and at the U.S. Mission to the 
United Nation (2008-2012) where she was 
responsible for issues relating to the Middle 
East, East Asia, and non-proliferation. 

In Washington, Ms. Germain has also held 
positions in the offices of Russian Affairs, Israel-
Palestinian Affairs, and Maghreb Affairs.  Her 
other overseas tours were Tel Aviv, London, and 
Moscow. She joined the Foreign Service in 1995.

Thank you to the Yashek family for their 
continued support and commitment to this 
lecture series. 

By Amanda J. Hornberger
One of last summer’s top books 

was “Last Summer at the Golden 
Hotel” by Elyssa Friedland. Get in 
the summer mood at our tea and 
conversation event with Friedland 
on Monday, March 7!

Elyssa joined us virtually in our 
first season, and we are thrilled 
to welcome her to Reading in 
person at 3 p.m. on March 7 at 
Exeter Community Library. Masks 
are required for all participants. 

In its heyday, The Golden 
Hotel was the crown jewel of 
the hotter-than-hot Catskills 
vacation scene. For more than 
60 years, the Goldman and 

Weingold families — best friends 
and business partners — have 
presided over this glamorous 
resort which served as a second 
home for well-heeled guests 
and celebrities. But the Catskills 
are not what they used to be — 
and neither is the relationship 
between the Goldmans and 
the Weingolds. As the facilities 
and management begin to fall 

apart, a tempting offer to sell 
forces the two families together 
again to make a heart-wrenching 
decision. Can they save their 
beloved Golden, or is it too late?

Long-buried secrets emerge, 
new dramas and financial scandal 
erupt, and everyone from the 
traditional grandparents to the 
millennial grandchildren wants a 
say in the hotel’s future. Business 
and pleasure clash in this fast-
paced, hilarious, nostalgia-filled 
story, where the hotel owners 
rediscover the magic of a bygone 
era of nonstop fun even as they 
grapple with what may be their 
last resort.

Elyssa Friedland is the author 
of four novels. She attended Yale 
University, where she now teaches 
creative writing, and is a graduate 
of Columbia Law School. Her 
work has been published in The 
Washington Post, McSweeney’s, 
POP SUGAR, RealSimple.com, 
Bustle, Modern Bride, New York 
Magazine, Columbia Journalism 
Review, CBS MarketWatch.com, 
and Yale Alumni Magazine. 

Registration is available 
o n  o u r  w e b s i t e :  h t t p s : / /
readingjewishcommunity.org/

Thank you to the sponsors 
and patrons of Literatour Berks 
for making this event possible
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Tea time with Elyssa Friedland in March

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Sparks fly when two families from wildly 

different cultural backgrounds collide to plan a 
same-sex wedding, in this screwball romantic 
comedy that crosses all borders. Reading 
Jewish Film Series is happy to return in 
person for a screening of “Kiss Me Kosher” on 
Wednesday, March 9 at 7 p.m. at Fox Berkshire!

Tickets are available online at www.
foxshowtimes.com or at the box office for $8 
or $6 for JCC members. We can’t wait to join 
together in person for this year’s Reading 
Jewish Film Series after two years apart!

After a string of not-too-serious ex-
girlfriends, Shira (Moran Rosenblatt) has finally 
found real love with Maria (Luise Wolfram), a 
German who has uprooted entirely just to be 
with Shira in Tel Aviv. The two women plan to 
marry … eventually. But when Shira’s family 
inadvertently discovers the engagement, 
wedding plans kick into high gear. Even 
Maria’s parents insist on a big ceremony, 
and when they get to Israel, the two families 
awkwardly try to overcome their cultural 
and religious differences. All, that is, except 
Shira’s headstrong and fiercely independent 
grandmother, Berta (Rivka Michaeli), who 
strongly disapproves of any marriage between 
Germans and Jews and will go to any lengths 
to break up the happy couple. But Berta’s love 
life gets complicated after she secretly starts 
seeing a Palestinian man. As Shira’s younger 
brother eagerly documents the family chaos 
for a school video project, Shira and Maria 
discover the road to happiness is more a 
minefield, littered with booby traps that could 
detonate at any time.

Yashek speaker to discuss Holocaust and foreign policy

Reading Film 
Series returns 
with romantic 

comedy
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By Adi Shalev
Chocolate bars, snacks, candies, 

grogger and other sweets and gifts. 
Sounds good, r ight? We take al l 
of these and place them in a nice 
package, and you have a Mishloach 
manot!

Every kid and adult in Israel knows 
what Mishloach manot is, what it 
should contain, and that it’s a big and 
integral part of the Purim tradition! 
Now we have the chance to do it in 
our community as well.

Look at the ad below for more 
information on how you can get in on 
the exchange!

In Israel, all the kids give Mishloach 
manot to each other during the Purim 
celebration in schools.

Some wi l l  do  i t  a f te r  p lay ing 
“Gamad ve’Anak” (Giant and Dwarf) 
during the week (what you know 
as “secret  Santa”)  and then the 
Mishloach manot will be the final gift, 
and some will do a lottery between 
the kids to choose who is going to 

get each Mishloach manot.
Every adult in Israel has a story 

about how they used to make the best 
Mishloach manot and once received 

the worst, but believe me when I say 
that in my case it was true! 

Mishloach manot  are a lso an 
opportunity to do a mitzvah. People 
are donating Mishloach manot to 
different organizations, families in 
need, etc.

I had the opportunity to go with 
my younger brother and a good 
friend of mine to a house of people 
with special needs. My brother ’s 
class was collecting and donating 
Mishloach manot, and then we went 
and gave it to the residents. They 
were so happy and grateful for it.

Every  year  you  ge t  d i f fe ren t 
Mish loach manot  f rom d i f fe rent 
people.

As adults, some people will give 
it to their fr iends and family, but 
in the past few years there is a 
new initiative called “Gamad Anak 
be tween  f r i ends ,  and  comp le te 
strangers.”

This initiative allows us to continue 
that fun tradi t ion, even after we 
are done with school. We get the 
opportunity to create a Mishloach 
manot for someone we don’t know 
and make them happy!

I’m looking forward to celebrating 
Purim with you al l  this year and 
hoping to seeing you on March 15 at 
7 p.m. for the lecture about “Purim 
in Israel.”

Chag Purim Saemach!

Mishloach manot a big part of  Purim in Israel

 Adi’s brother Omri with the Mishlochey manot

Adi, Omri, and Yael dressed up for a festive Purim

Purim is coming up and PJ Library of Reading 
is organizing a Mischloach manot exchange for
families! Mishloach manot means sending gifts.
Gifts of food to friends and colleagues ensure
that everyone has the means to be happy,
further foiling Haman’s (the villain of the Purim
story) plans. 

 
Once you sign up, Adi and Amanda will match
families for a Mishloach manot exchange and
share ideas for what type of items to include.
We suggest keeping baskets to $20-30 per
family. 

This is a FUN way to celebrate Purim, meet
other PJ Library families and join an Israeli
tradition of blind matched Mishloach manot
exchanges!

 
Form is available at ReadingJewishCommunity.org

Please complete form by March 9, 2022.

MISCHLOACHMISCHLOACHMISCHLOACH
MONATMONATMONAT
EXCHANGEEXCHANGEEXCHANGE

Scan QR Code to complete form 
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TotShabbat
JOIN US!
March 12th  at 10:00 am*

Tot Shabbat will be in person with masks and proper spacing.*

Join Rabbi Michelson for a musical, story-filled 
interactive hour for children through grade 2.  Members & 
non-members welcome.  No registration required. Future 
Tot Shabbat dates: 4/23, 5/14, 6/25

SATURDAY, APRIL 2, 2022
AWARD PRESENTATION AT 5:00 PM

COCKTAILS & HEAVY HORS D’OEUVRES
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

COVID VACCINATIONS REQUIRED

THE RUTH & IRVIN BALIS
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION AWARD

WILL BE PRESENTED TO

SAVE THE DATE

MIRIAM GAVIGAN

04.02.22

Jewish Community Relations Council 
 takes on key challenges in our community

By Margo Levin 
& Debbie Goldberg

L ike  our  count ry,  the  Jewish 
commun i t y  i s  f ac ing  a  t ime  o f 
unprecedented challenges. There is 
a compelling need for both a strong 
local and national Jewish community 
relations center of activity to address 
the following worrisome and critically 
important challenges:

• To x i c  l e v e l s  o f  p o l i t i c a l 
polarization

• T h r e a t s  t o  A m e r i c a ’ s 
democracy

• Extremism and antisemitism 
from both the far left and the far right

• The ability to maintain support 
and unity for Israel

• Rac ia l  i s sues ,  i n c l ud i ng 
injustice and violence

• Social media as a platform for 
extremist views

• Attacks on truth concerning 
Israel and the Holocaust

These  top i cs  a re  espec ia l l y 
concerning because they show no 
signs of abating in the near future. In 
addition, these issues are complex 
and require nuanced and strategic 
community relations approaches to 
navigate successfully. The passion 
of our community presents us with 

an opportunity to galvanize activism, 
but presents a challenge for us to 
maintain civil discourse as we do so.

As we continue to find ways to 
address these broad challenges, our 
Jewish Community Relations Council 
cont inues to  engage wi th  o ther 
communities in Berks County.

We have formed coalitions, which 
have allowed us to work together 
toward social justice and equality. To 
this end, we have even collaborated 
with them on a few larger events.

This year we participated in the 
Cultural Diversity Festival at City Park 
organized by our partners at Bring the 

Change.
We organized the candle lighting 

as  pa r t  o f  t he  commun i t yw ide 
commemoration of Kristallnacht. And 
we volunteered to serve Thanksgiving 
dinner to more than 200 needy people.

 The JCRC is planning to resume 
our committee and coalition meetings 
in the spring.

Our goals will be to brainstorm how 
to work with local community leaders 
to make posit ive impacts on our 
region. We have already committed 
to participating in the third annual 
Cultural Diversity Festival scheduled 
for this year.

NOONTIME KNOWLEDGE:
Exodus in the Arts

with Dr. Jennifer Koosed, 
Professor of  Religion

Albright College

Tuesday, March 15
at noon, JCC

The Exodus from Egypt, with its dramatic events 
and compelling characters, has long inspired creative 
engagements.  Join Dr. Jennifer Koosed to explore just 
a few of these artistic renditions from ancient mosaic to 
blockbuster film.

Noontime Knowledge, a program designed to educate on 
a variety of topics, will be held on the third Tuesday of 
each month at noon.  Programs are designed to educate 
on a variety of topics.  Everyone is invited to attend at 
no cost to participants.  Please make a reservation if you 
would like to attend the lecture by calling Carole at 610-
921-0624 or email CaroleR@jfreading.org.

Please note, in-person programs may be rescheduled 
due to concerns about the rising rates of COVID.  Please 
check with the JCC to make sure the program will be held.
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By Laurie Waxler
The Federation hosted the first two 

of four Sunday Morning Conversations: 
The Impact of the Pandemic in our Lives 
on Feb. 6 and 13. These incredible 
programs were full of practical tips 
to manage stress and anxiety and 
generously presented by health care 
professionals from within our community.

Our f i rst session featured Dr. 
Catherine Schultz and Dr. Jessie Kessler, 
both from the Reading School District 
and Springfield Psychological. They 
offered an open forum with our attendees 
about the stressors of the pandemic 
on young children (and their parents.) 
Acknowledging this is a really tough time 
for kids, they offered some practical tips 
on how to manage their overall stress 
and anxiety. As mental health providers 
in public education, they expressed 
concern that kids are missing out on 
social interactions, facial expressions, 
and may be experiencing feelings of grief 
and loss not knowing when life will ever 
be ‘normal’ again. 

Both Schultz and Kessler encouraged 
parents to begin helping their children by 
modeling good health through healthy 

eating, good sleep hygiene, exercise and 
doing what they can for social interaction. 
They also stressed that parents need to 
have self-compassion when things are 
not perfect, allowing themselves five 
minutes for deep-breathing exercises to 
take the edge off. In times of stress, such 
as during the pandemic, both speakers 
suggest staying on schedule and helping 
your kids plan out the day. Try to limit 

their time with electronics and encourage 
more free time, including family games 
or getting outside for a nature walk. 
They also suggest showing kids pictures 
from the past, prior to the pandemic, to 
reinforce the idea we will not always be 
in this situation.  

One of the big questions of the 
morning was what to look for in your 
child to know if they are exhibiting 
signs of depression or anxiety. Schultz 
stated changes in daily habits, loss 
of pleasure in normal activities and 
lack of self-care can all be signs and 
symptoms of a child struggling with their 
mental health. She further emphasized 
if these symptoms become chronic, it 
may be time for a parent to reach out 
for additional help.

Kessler reinforced that you don’t have 
to wait for a therapist and recommended 
talking with your child. It can be hard to 
initiate the conversation, but it’s okay and 
encouraged to ask your child if they are 
depressed or having thoughts of hurting 
themselves. She assured the group that 
statistics show talking about suicide with 
a child doesn’t introduce a new idea, but 
allows children to talk about it if they are 
indeed having those thoughts. Keeping 
the lines of communication open is so 
important.

We closed out the session with 
some deep-breathing exercises and 
visualization techniques that can be 
used any time and shared with our kids. 
Pandemic or not, these strategies can 
be helpful anytime. Many thanks to both 
Catherine and Jessie for sharing their 
expertise!

Our second session was held on Feb. 
13 with Scott Davis, LCSW, of Spring 
Psychological and focused on parents 
of teens and college age students. Davis 
talked about the struggles of simply being 
a teen and with the added stressors of 
the pandemic it is even more difficult. 
He relayed the increasing number of 
students with mental health issues since 
March, 2020, and in general, said one-

third of teens will have anxiety at some 
point during adolescence.  Most parents 
would agree their number one role is 
to protect their children, but Davis said 
parents should avoid “magical thinking,” 
that they can solve all their kids’ problems 
and fix every situation. While we may not 
be able to fix it, the best thing we can do 
is support our kids through their tough 
times and let them know they are loved.

Davis identified a few things that don’t 
work when dealing with teens including 
statements like “I’m the parent, you’re the 
child” and/or sharing your own personal 
stories. All children will make mistakes 
along the way and it’s the parent’s role to 
support them.  Kids shouldn’t be shamed 
for their missteps because, as Scott says, 
teens already have their own tough ‘inner 
critic’ and are probably already feeling 
badly about themselves. When you have 
a disagreement with your child and the 
conversation gets a little heated or out of 
control, Scott recommends disengaging 
and respectfully stating the conversation 
is over and can be discussed another 
time with cooler heads.

The biggest question of the day was 
how parents can help their child through 
these rough patches and Davis’ first tip 
was to help your child “be in the moment” 
and attend to their feelings. Similar 
to Schultz and Kessler, he suggested 
pulling away social media, enjoy some 
quiet family time and just sitting with 
your child to talk. Validating their feelings 
of sadness, insecurity, or whatever the 
emotion is important in a safe, non-
confrontational environment.  Letting 
them know their feelings deserve to be 
felt lets them know they are not alone, 
they are not doing anything wrong, and 
they are perfectly normal to have them.  
Meeting your child where they are and 
showing interest in whatever interests 
them is another important tool is raising 
a teenager. Learning what makes your 
kid tick, and embracing it together, is one 
way to keep the conversation flowing. 
Find out what they love about it and why 
it’s important to them. You never know 
where the conversation might lead.

All our speakers would agree that if 
you are concerned about your child’s 
mental health, there are multiple places 
to find help. Unfortunately, it can be 
difficult to get an appointment with a 
local therapist in a short period of time, 
but there are other options. In lieu of, 
or in addition to finding a therapist, 
our speakers recommend reaching 
out to your child’s teacher or guidance 
counselor as there are many resources 
available through the public-school 
systems. It was also suggested you 
could reach out to your local clergy for 
recommendations.  If you need help 
urgently, you can call the National Suicide 
Prevention Lifeline at 800-273-8255.

Jessie Kessler, PsyD. and Scott Davis, LCSW

Life at The Highlands at Wyomissing® is filled with fun,  
culture, and incredible amenities and services. Relax and put your 
feet up. Express yourself through art, music or gardening. Try a 

new exercise class. Whatever you desire, whatever you need,  
retirement living at The Highlands is a great choice.

What ’s the Deal 

2000 Cambridge Avenue | Wyomissing, PA 19610

For an insider’s look at life at The Highlands, 
Berks County’s only Life Care Community,  

join us for an upcoming event. 

Join our mailing list today!
610.775.2300 | Thehighlands.org/evenTs 

W I T H  L I F E  AT  T H E  H I G H L A N D S ? 

The impact of  COVID-19 pandemic
on children, teens and college students

Come see the Barrer & White difference!

311 Penn Avenue, West Reading, 19611   

  BarrerAndWhite.com      610-376-3956 
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By Carole Robinson
The pandemic has 

impacted our lives in 
numerous ways. We 
socialize differently, 
visiting loved ones via 
social media, work at 
home instead of in the 
office, shop online, 
and wear  masks 
in  pub l i c .  These 
changes can feel isolating and lonely, 
increasing our stress and anxiety levels. 

There have been various studies, 
research, and well-written articles about 
how COVID has affected our stress and 
anxiety levels. In the article entitled “Is the 
Pandemic Over?”, Marquerite Bushwick, 
Social Worker at the JFS of Northeastern 
Pa. wrote:

Stress can cause:
• Feelings of fear, anger, sadness, 

worry, numbness or frustration
• Changes in appetite, energy, 

desires, and interests
• Difficulty concentrating and making 

decisions
• Difficulty sleeping or nightmares
• Physical  react ions such as 

headaches, body pains, stomach problems 
and skin rashes

• Worsening of chronic health 
problems

• Worsening of mental health 
conditions

• Increased use of tobacco, alcohol, 
and other substances.

According to Bushwick, it is natural to 
feel stress, anxiety, grief and worry during 
the pandemic.  She lists a few ways to help 
you manage stress:

• Take breaks from watching, 
reading, or listening to news.

• Take care of your body: take deep 
breaths, stretch, or meditate.  Try to eat 
healthy, well-balanced meals.  Exercise 
regularly.  Get plenty of sleep.

• Make time to unwind.
• Connect with others.  Talk with 

people you trust about your concerns and 
how you are feeling.

Please note that if you are feeling 
isolated or stressed and would like to talk 
to someone, JFS is available to help.  You 
can ALWAYS contact Carole or Sari at 
610-921-0624.

Not only is JFS here to help on an 
individual basis, we are also focused on 
helping the entire community and building 
upon programming to bring our Jewish 
community together.

One of our programs most affected by 
the pandemic has been our Food Pantries.  
We ran out of food at our Feb. 2 Olivet 
Food Pantry, distributing 5,800 pounds of 
food to 154 households made up of 528 
people.  Our Feb. 8 SDA pantry served 
a record number of 99 households and 
distributed 3,900 pounds of food to 382 
people.  Thank you to our February Food 
Pantry volunteers — Cynthia Balchunas, 
Raymond Gehring, Pete Jacobson, Sid 
Lempiner, Margo Levin, Jeanine Levy, 
Mary Neville, Annette Peppard, Michael 
Schein, Ellen Schwartz, Jannine Shapiro, 
and Oleg Umanov.  Your dedication 
allows us to help those most impacted 
by the pandemic.

The pandemic forced us to cancel 
Friendship Circle programs in February.  
However, that didn’t deter us from 
connecting with our seniors. In lieu of 
in-person programs, we reached out to 
community seniors with a delicious boxed 
lunch delivery. Thank you to Tootie Moyer 
for making phone calls to the group and 
to our delivery team of Amanda and 
George Hornberger, Pete Jacobson, Mike 
Robinson, and Robert Schneier for letting 
our seniors know we care.  Also, thank you 
to Joan Sherman for registering seniors 
for free COVID test kits, and to Joan and 

Debra Montanino for grocery shopping for 
our seniors.

Our community also came together 
to help provide for a JFS family. After 
facing a house fire four years ago, they 
have no possessions and are unable to 
remain in their temporary home. The family 
was moved to tears by the outpouring of 
“love” from the community. You showered 
the family with items to help make their 
new house a home. Many thanks to 
the following people who contributed 

household goods: Gretchen Platt, Phyllis 
Fischman, Sari Incledon, Sharon Berman, 
Karen Kabakoff, Phyllis Dessel, Pat 
Frankel, Ellen Schwartz, Michelle Mart, 
Sharon Syret and Robert Schneier.

Although the pandemic is still with us, 
I am heartened by the lengthening hours 
of daylight. And I smile thinking about how 
our community has continuously come 
together over these trying times.  I feel my 
spirits lifting with joy to be part of such a 
caring community.

Remaining strong during the pandemic
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Food Pantry

Friendship Circle

Counseling Services

Transportation

Financial Assistance

Hospital and

   Home Visitations   

Living with Loss

Information and

   Referral   

Case Management

Holiday Programs

Jennie Saft getting her boxed lunch

The SDA Pantry on Feb. 8

Donations from the community for a family in need..

AmeriCorps volunteer with toiletries for food pantry clients
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JFS TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM
The purpose of this program is to provide transportation to members of the Jewish community, age 60 and over 
or those with disabilities, who have no other way of getting around.  It allows participants to retain their inde-
pendence and keeps them from becoming homebound and isolated.  This service can be used for medical ap-

pointments, synagogue attendance, shopping and other errands.

It is easy to participate in the taxi program.  Purchase a book of 25 taxi tickets from the Jewish Federation at a 
cost of $25.  Each coupon is worth $3.  The phone number for Reading Metro Taxi is printed on the taxi ticket 
book.  Call the taxi company and arrange your ride.  At the end of the ride, sign your coupon(s) before giving 

them to the driver. Tipping is left to the discretion of the passenger.  The coupon does not include
the cost of tipping.

This program is subsidized by the Jewish Federation.

Friendship Circle March programs
Friendship Circle is held on the first and third Thursdays of each month at 1 p.m. at the JCC.

An optional lunch is served, followed by an entertaining or educational program or holiday celebration.
Programs are free; optional lunch is $7. Contact Carole at 610-921-0624 to make lunch reservations.

Thursday, March 3 - American Female Spies
When you think about American spies, you probably don’t think about women, or even one woman.  However, there have always been 

women who could not fight as soldiers but found ways to secretly help our American men.  Hallie Vaughan brings history alive in her 
depiction of three spies – Lydia Darragh, who helped tsave the life of George Washington during the Revolutionary War; Sarah Emma 
Edmond, who had many disguises during the Civil War and wrote a book about it; Virginia Hall, who was nicknamed “the limping lady” 

during WWII and whom the Nazis said had to be “hunted down and eliminated.” 

Thursday, March 17 - Purim Party
Celebrate Purim with hamantaschen, songs, and Purim fun.

*Please note, in-person programs may be rescheduled due to concerns about the rising rates of COVID.  Check with the JCC a few days 
prior to the program to see if there is a cancellation.

Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom’s Religious School is keeping busy. In February, two classes had an opportunity to enjoy programs with Adi Shalev, our shlicha from the Federation. The youngest children made Israeli 
treats, and older students received a special lesson on conversational Hebrew. At right, students make lunch for Opportunity House, an RCOS Religious School tradition.

Learning and giving back at RCOS Religious School
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As part of our Violins of Hope 
program, local students were invited to 
write essays on what they learned from 
the experience. For grades 6-8 students 
were asked, How can you influence 
others to make better decisions in the 
future to promote unity in your school 
and community? Our first place winner 
was Alexandra Giampietro, an 8th grader 
from Boyertown Middle School East.

Students in grades 9-12 focused on 
the Violins of Hope as a creative way to 
remember that in the face of genocide, 
we are responsible to remember Yitzhak 
Lamdan’s reflection of “never again”. 
Students were asked, In what ways can 
you take action to ensure that “never 
again” becomes a reality in your school 
and community? Our first place winner 
was Freya Oesterle, a senior at Oley 
Valley High School.

Second- and third-place essays will 
be published in future issues.

 Essays are presented as written 
without editing.

By Alexandra Giampietro, 8th grade
Plenty of things have happened in 

history that affects the world today. There 
are events such as the Revolutionary 
War, World War I, World War II and 
9/11. There are also small actions that 
impacted others to do something, like 
when Rosa Parks didn’t give up her bus 
seat. Small acts of benevolence, small 
acts of nastiness, anything that anyone 
does impacts people, and changes the 
future, either for the better or worse. The 
people in the Revolutionary War didn’t 
know how the United States would turn 
out, just like how people in our schools 
and communities don’t know how their 
actions may affect those around them. 
We as young people are the future and 
can change what we don’t like to see in 
our schools and communities, such as 
bullying. Not many people choose to go 
the right way and try to change things. 
They just bystand, or they might even join 
in on the bullying. But those are the people 
who can change other people’s lives. 
It’s young people like Malala Yousafzai 
and Greta Thunberg who are helping to 

change the world, and everyday people 
can help make their community or school 
a place of unity and friendship.

One way to influence people to make 
better decisions is to stand by those who 
are bullied. People are teased, taunted, 
picked on and hurt every day. Everyone 
either gets bullied or is a bully at some 
point in their lives, even if they don’t 
know that they’re bullying someone else. 
Discrimination against people who are 
different from others is also a form of 
bullying. By standing up to bullies and 
pointing out what they’re doing, you 
can help make the world a better place. 
You could change that person to be 
their better self, and encourage others 
to do the same. By standing up against 
bullies, you could help prevent future 
bullying. Encouraging others to do the 
same thing would convert everyone into 
better people, which in turn, makes the 
community we are in a better place.

A second way to influence others to 
make better decisions would be to start 
a movement. By starting a movement to 
prevent bullying, eliminate discrimination, 
or even to just stand up for what you 
believe in, would encourage other people 
to stand by your side. In doing so, others 
would stand up for what is right, such 
as treating everyone the same. Thomas 

Jefferson once said, “We hold these 
truths to be self-evident that all men are 
created equal,” meaning that we are all 
the same on the inside, no matter what. 
Starting a movement, like Rosa Parks 
had done when she didn’t give up her 
bus seat, could be some of the problems 
within the community, such as judging 
others because they’re different. Also, by 
getting other people on board, you would 
get more people to stand beside you in 
trying to change the community.

A third way to influence others to 
make better decisions would be to treat 
everyone kindly. Kindless has a sort of 
ripple effect, and if you would decide 
to be nice to others, they would do the 
same back. Acts of kindness also could 
help people who are just generally having 
a bad day. By being kind towards the 
people in our community, others would 
feel compelled to do the same, since being 
nice to people lifts their mood and would 
make them want to do the same for others. 
If people just kept spreading kindness 
around their school or community, it would 
make it a much better and happier place 
for everyone to be.

In conclusion, there are quite a few 
ways for someone to influence people 
to make better decisions in their school 
and community. You could stand by those 

being bullied, start a movement or even 
just be kind. If people started doing these 
things in their school and community, it 
would be a happier place for everyone.

By Freya Oesterle, 12th grade
As we continue to remember the 

Holocaust as the largest and most 
horrifying instance of genocide in history 
it is important that we take responsibility 
to prevent events like this from ever 
occurring again. The intent of committing 
hateful acts toward memberes of a 
particular group is never a sudden, 
random urge; this type of hostility begins 
with ignorance. Therefore, I believe that 
it is my responsibility to advocate for 
marginalized groups in my school and 
my community. I will amplify the voices 
of victims of hate in my community and 
use my own voice to spread awareness 
because this will prevent internal hatred 
from escalating to a scale of systematic 
oppression or violence. However, I know 
I must be willing to learn from my own 
biases and continue to educate myself 
as well. Everyone has biases, but it is 
the willingness to acknowledge them 
and be willing to change that prevents 
devastating events.

The ability that we have to use our 
voices to advocate for what is right is 
often one we forget to be grateful for. 
The perpetrators of tragedies such 
as the Holocaust cannot succeed 
without the majority of people being 
bystanders. Those who do not approve 
of hateful acts but choose to be silent 
when witnessing them sti l l  cause 
damage by allowing fear or apathy to 
stop them from making a difference. 
Therefore, I know I must never become 
a bystander to acts of discrimination. 
I wil l  always be outspoken about 
my beliefs, even if it means I must 
disagree with my teachers, classmates 
and friends, and I will encourage others 
to be this way too. After all, it takes 
people who are willing to advocate 
for what is right even in the face of 
the harshest situations to ensure that 
Yitzhak Lamdan’s reflection of “never 
again” becomes a reality.

Young writers capture spirit of  Violins of  Hope

Alexandra Giampietro and Freya Oesterle

Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom hosted a community happy hour Feb. 9 at Building 24 in Wyomissing, offering an opportunity for fun and fellowship.

Congregation organizes community happy hour
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From online news sources
Jewish On Campus (JOC) released 

its 2021 Campus Antisemitism Annual 
Report, which found that even as many 
activities moved online since the onset of 
the COVID-19 pandemic, nearly three-
quarters of antisemitic incidents still happen 
in person, the Jerusalem Post reported.

The JOC report said that 72.4% of the 
incidents of antisemitism reported occurred 
in person. The study also found that a 
vast majority (93.5%) of reported campus 
antisemitism occurs among undergraduate 
students and that Jews who identified as 
Reform, Conservative or “just Jewish” 
reported 78.9% of incidents — whereas 
traditional and modern Orthodox Jews 
reported incidents at far lower rates.

The study drew from 544 reports across 
228 universities worldwide submitted 

from 11 countries and 41 states. The 
University of Vermont accounted for the most 
submissions from a single school, with 58. 
Students at Tufts reported 34 incidents and 
George Washington University reported 25.

“Antisemitism on campus is a crisis 
that must be immediately addressed,” 
said Jewish on Campus CEO Julia 
Jassey. “To do so, we need a clear 
understanding of the issue. This report 
takes a year of data submitted to 
Jewish on Campus by hundreds of 
students around the world and compiles 
it to give a robust understanding of what 
antisemitism truly looks like on campus.”

Incidents of antisemitism, while up 
throughout the year, saw a more pronounced 
rise during the May 2021 conflict between 
Israel and Hamas. The demonization 
of Israel was the second-most common 

type of antisemitism expressed in the 
report (historical antisemitism was most 
prevalent), with many reporting denials of 
self-determination for Israel or even the 
condoning of terrorism. Over half (55.2%) of 
incidents involved just one assailant, while 
a quarter (25.6%) involved 2-5 and 18.7% 
involved more than five assailants.

“This report has the potential to motivate 
widespread, data-informed change on 
college campuses,” said JOC data scientist 
Jacob Blum. “With the help of these statistics, 

it will only be easier for JOC to continue to 
make college campuses everywhere a safe 
space for Jewish students.”

An official partner of the World Jewish 
Congress, the JOC was founded in the 
summer of 2019 as a platform on social 
media meant to empower students to share 
their experiences of antisemitism — and has 
since grown into a nonprofit organization 
with the mission of amplifying the voices of 
Jewish students and taking action against 
antisemitism on college campuses.

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Outer space. Cl imate change. 

Quad alliance. Drug policy in Latin 
Amer ica.  Myanmar and ASEAN. 
Biden’s Agenda. Russia and the U.S. 
industrial policy. These are the hot 
topic international issues that will 
be discussed at this year ’s Great 

Decisions series at the JCC.
Moderated by local professors from 

Albright College, Alvernia University 
and Penn State Berks as well as 
community members, Great Decisions 
is the country’s largest discussion 
group on world affairs. Each week a 
different global issue will be discussed 

by the group after reading the Great 
Decision Briefing Book and watching 
the related DVD.

Our group will be meeting on Monday 
mornings from 10:30 until noon at 
the JCC beginning March 7. Great 
Decisions runs for eight week through 
April 25. The cost is $30 per book or 

$35 for two people sharing one book. 
We always have a lively and intellectual 
discussion and are welcoming new 
participants!

To register for Great Decisions and 
to order a copy of the Great Decisions 
Briefing Book, please contact the JCC at 
info@jfreading.org or call 610-921-0624.

Learn about world with Great Decisions series

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Like many of you, I was disheartened 

by the banning of the Pulitzer Prize 
winning graphic novel “Maus” by Art 
Spiegelman in January. Our community 
is fortunate to have hosted Spiegelman 
in 2015 and learned the story behind 
the books.

You may not be aware that the 

Lakin Holocaust Library & Resource 
Center at Albright College has a 
classroom set of “Maus I” and “Maus 
II”. These book sets are available for 
local educators to borrow to use in 
their classrooms.

Many in our community have not yet 
read the books and are curious about 
them and the controversy surrounding 

them. I’d like to invite you to borrow a 
copy of “Maus” from the Lakin HRC 
and join us for a book club discussion 
on Tuesday, March 29, at 7 p.m. at the 
JCC.

Dr. John Incledon and I will host the 
book club discussion and encourage 
people to borrow the book from the Lakin 
HRC (by calling the JCC at 610-921-0624 

or email info@jfreading.org) or your local 
public library. 

The book is appropriate for ages 12 
and older, and we encourage all ages to 
attend the book club discussion. 

Dr. Incledon has used Maus in his 
Holocaust in Literature classes at Albright 
College and Amanda is the Coordinator 
of the Lakin HRC.

Special book club discussion on ‘Maus’

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE 
VEHICLE DONATION PROGRAM

Enjoy tax benefits when you donate your vehicle to JFS.  
Contact Carole at 610-921-0624 or CaroleR@JFReading.org 
for more information or go to https://careasy.org/nonprofit/
JFS-Reading.

Most campus antisemitism occurs in person
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By Carole Robinson
and Sari Incledon

For many years, Jewish Family 
Service has been able to get the names of 
all Jewish hospital patients, both affiliated 
with congregations and non-affiliated 
from Reading Hospital and St. Joseph’s. 
This allowed us to visit as many patients 

and families as possible and provide 
social service and friendly supportive 
visits.  Fortunately, we continue to receive 
daily emails from Reading Hospital of all 
Jewish patients, unless they request that 
their names not be shared.

Unfortunately, after the merger of Penn 
State Health and St. Joseph’s Hospital, 

this information is no longer available from 
them. Despite several conversations with 
St. Joseph executives, they claim HIPAA 
and security concerns prevent them 
from proactively sharing this information.  
In addition, because so many Jewish 
patients are unaffiliated, the information 
is not made available to our rabbis.

If you, family members or your 
friends are hospitalized at Penn State 
Health- St. Joseph’s Hospital, please be 
aware of the need to contact us and/or 
your congregation to receive supportive 
services and a personal visit.

Please call 610-921-0624 if you have 
any questions.

Help us support our hospitalized

By Hussain Abdul-Hussain
and Enia Krivine

For the first time in seven years, the 
Jordanian royal court recently released 
a photo of King Abdullah II meeting 
with an Israeli official, Defense Minister 
Benny Gantz, Jan. 5 in Amman. This 
gesture is a clear indication that relations 
between the two neighboring countries 
are warming up again. After a decade of 
sluggish growth and falling standards of 
living, Jordan likely wants to capture a 
bigger share of the growing pie of Arab 
economic cooperation with Israel.

U.S. legislators from both parties recently 
launched a bipartisan House-Senate 
caucus that would be a “cheerleading 
squad” for the Abraham Accords, signed 
last year between Israel and the United 
Arab Emirates (UAE) and Bahrain. In the 
first year of peace between Israel and the 
UAE, bilateral trade reached $700 million. 
In 2020, bilateral trade between Israel and 
Jordan stood at $250 million, 27 years after 
they had signed a peace treaty. These 
numbers suggest that Jordan has much to 
gain by moving beyond the “cold peace” it 
has with Israel and embracing the accords.

In December, Israel and Jordan 
signed an agreement to facil itate 
Jordanian exports to the West Bank. 
The deal’s ambitious goal is to increase 
the total from $150 million to $700 million 
a year. In July, Israel agreed to increase 
its annual supply of fresh water to its 
eastern neighbor by 50 million cubic 
meters, doubling the previous figure. 

The UAE brokered a deal in which 
Jordan produces solar energy for the 
Israeli market, and Israel reciprocates 
by desalinating Mediterranean water for 
supply to Jordan.

Israel’s peace with Jordan remains 
colder than expected because some 
Jordanians see the agreement as a political 
necessity rather than a true opportunity. 
They argue that relations with Israel should 
remain a purely government-to-government 
affair, rather than a bond between two 
peoples. Some even argue that while peace 
is net positive for the Israeli economy, it is a 
net negative for Arab economies.

The data say otherwise. One “fruit of 
peace” with Israel, according to the Tony 
Blair Institute, “was the start of a process 
that led to a series of international trade 
agreements and placed Jordan on a path 
of accelerated, export-driven economic 
growth.” The institute observed that during 
“the 2000s the Jordanian economy grew 
at an average real rate of 6 percent a year. 
Jordanian exports of goods increased 
fourfold, from $2 billion in 2000 to $8 billion 
in 2008. Jordan’s gross domestic product 
(GDP) per capita more than doubled, and 
unemployment declined from 15% to 
12%, despite an annual 5% growth in the 
Jordanian workforce.” 

Because of its political stability and 
economic growth, Jordan attracted Iraqi 
immigrants, followed by waves of Syrian 
and Iraqi refugees starting in 2011. The 
population of Jordan has thus doubled over 
the past decade, putting pressure on the 

economy. The wars in Iraq and Syria have 
also interrupted regional trade and tourism, 
a further drag on the Jordanian economy. 
Over the past decade, the economy has 
grown by only a bit more than 2% per year, 
while per capita GDP has fallen significantly.

The road ahead for Jordan will be 
difficult, but the Abraham Accords offer 
Amman the opportunity to collect more 
dividends of peace. The bigger the 
volume of trade in goods and services 
between Israel and Arab countries, the 
bigger the regional economic pie and the 
bigger share Jordan can capture for its 
own economy.

One positive sign is that Israeli 
tourism in Jordan is on the rise as more 
Israelis choose to vacation in Aqaba — a 
Jordanian resort town on the Red Sea — 
over Israel’s Eilat. And since Egypt’s Sinai 
Peninsula — once a popular escape for 
Israeli vacationers — has become riskier 
due to a surge of Islamist terrorism, 
Jordan has become the best alternative.

Leaders in Egypt, until recently the 
only other Arab country with a peace 
treaty with Israel, have recognized the 
opportunity to forge deeper economic 
ties and have been trying to turn their 
country’s “cold peace” with Israel into a 
warmer one.

In September, Abdul-Fattah al-Sissi 
became the first Egyptian president to 
openly meet with an Israeli prime minister 
in a decade. In October, Egyptian airlines 
announced that it will fly its trips to and from 
Israel under its own name, 39 years after 

flying under the guise of the non-existent 
airliner Sinai Air. In November, Israeli 
generals visited Sinai for a rare public 
meeting with their Egyptian counterparts.

When Arab countries launched their 
boycott of Israel in 1948, they reasoned 
that such policy would result in Israel dying 
off. But Israel survived. Enforcement of 
the boycott became inconsistent during 
the 1990s, when Israel seemed to be 
approaching peace with the Palestinians. 
Yet until the Abraham Accords, the notion 
of a true partnership with Israel still seemed 
out of bounds. The accords offer the 
Jordanian economy an opportunity for 
further integration into the regional economy 
of Arab countries that are living at peace with 
Israel, and therefore more growth.

America and its allies can do more to 
help Jordan economically. At $38 billion, 
or 90% of its GDP, Jordan’s national 
debt is surging, while debt service is 
consuming money that could be invested 
in productive sectors. A donor conference 
could offer Amman assistance and low 
interest loans that could help tame its 
debt. As the past three decades have 
shown, investing in Jordan does more to 
stabilize the region, both politically and 
economically, than trying to fix some of 
the country’s troubled neighbors.

Hussain Abdul-Hussain is a research 
fellow and Enia Krivine the senior director 
of the Israel Program and National Security 
Network at the Foundation for Defense of 
Democracies (@FDD), which focuses on 
national security and foreign policy 

‘Warmer’ peace with Israel benefits Jordan

Monday, 
March 7 
3 p.m. 

Exeter Community Library 
Masks required to attend this event 

Last Summer at the Golden Hotel 

by Elyssa Friedland 
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By Rebecca Sugar
It was a bad moment when Whoopi 

Goldberg asserted on “The View” that 
the Holocaust wasn’t about race but 
about “man’s inhumanity to man.” Her 
comment, limited by her understanding 
of the American black-white binary 
of race, was historically uninformed. 
Hitler identified Jews as an inferior 
race and specifically targeted them for 
extermination. Nazi ideas were deeply 
influenced by Joseph Arthur de Gobineau 
(1816-82), who believed Germanic 
“Aryans” were superior to all other whites 
and nonwhites alike.

Adding to Goldberg’s confusion, and 
to the anger her words have generated, 
was her assertion that Jews were and 
are “white.” In fact, Jews aren’t a race 
as the term is commonly understood 
today. The majority of Jews in Israel are 
of Middle Eastern origin. Minorities are 
Indian, Ethiopian and Chinese as well 
as European. Goldberg mislabels Jews 
as racially homogenous, unconsciously 
echoing the poisonous anti-Semitic 
rhetoric that seeks to vilify Jews as white 
oppressors.

Goldberg’s offense isn’t that she is 
an anti-Semite, it is that she is a self-

important celebrity with a platform. Like 
many others in her position, she takes 
that not as a responsibility but as an 
opportunity.

She speaks because she can, not 
because she has something informed to 
say. What she has read or understands 
about the Holocaust, about racial ideas 
in 19th- and 20th-century Europe, or 
about the Jews in general is likely 
not much. Yet somehow, she was 
enthusiastically ready to educate her 
co-hosts and her audience about a 
subject on which she couldn’t write a 
serious two-page essay.

Who does this? Who speaks with 
presumed authority and moral superiority 
but next to no knowledge? In our culture, 
that would be everyone with a Twitter 
account, an iPhone, a classroom full of 
students, an election coming up, or a 
TV show. Our entire culture is marinated 
in people mindlessly mouthing off 
simply because they have an audience. 
Everyone is Whoopi Goldberg in his own 
small way.

Viewers who tune in are to blame too. 
No one mistakes Goldberg for Bernard 
Lewis. But they tune in for her history 
lessons anyway, and she is all too happy 

to provide them.
Hitler might have destroyed the great 

Yiddish-speaking Jewish civilization of 
Europe, but its wisdom has survived. 
Perhaps Goldberg, and all of us, can 
learn something from this Yiddish 
proverb: The wise man, even when he 

holds his tongue, says more than the fool 
when he speaks.

Rebecca Sugar is a writer and 
philanthropic consultant in New York. 
This piece originally was published in 
The Wall Street Journal.

  RELIGION AND FILM
a 9 week course led by

Dr. Robert Seesengood (Prof. of Religious Studies, Albright College)
and Dr. John Incledon (Prof. Emeritus, Albright College)

Would you like to catch a movie? Join us February and March for a movie discussion series on Religion and 
Film with Dr's Rob Seesengood and John Incledon. Rob and John, both faculty at Albright College, have each written 
and taught extensively (and sometimes in collaboration) on the themes of Religion and Movies. For this series 
(designed for a general interest, non specialist, adult audience) they have selected nine movies that foreground some 
aspect of Judaism and Christianity. In addition to recommending movies to watch through our cold late winter, they 
will be hosting a weekly (online) discussion about the films (and ranging into topics of Religion and Movies more 
broadly). The class also features access to a website with links to readings, trivia and other content; participants can 
“dig in” for a full course, or just watch, listen and enjoy. 

We will cover one film a week during this 9 week course. Participants will watch the film on their own. (All but 
one of the films are available free of charge on YouTube or for rent for $3.99 or less from Amazon.com. There is no 
other cost to participants for the course.) Class will meet via Zoom, on Thursday evenings, 6:00 7:00 pm, beginning 
February 3 and continuing to March 31. Covid and schedule permitting, we may screen some of the films for the   
community on occasional Tuesday evenings, prior to the scheduled Thursday conversation.

 For Zoom link, email your request to:  kesherzionoffice@gmail.com 

Tentative Schedule: 

Thurs, March 3      THE ROBE (1953)

Thurs, March 10    HAIL, CAESAR!  (2016)

Thurs, March 17    THE GOSPEL ACCORDING TO ST. MATTHEW (1964)

Thurs, March 24    SLING BLADE  (1996)

Thurs, March 31     USHPIZIN (2004)

We’re all Whoopi Goldberg now
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Lishmor Al HaOlam: Guarding the planet 

Bal Tashchit
Up to  now,  our 

articles have focused 
on single ecological 
i s s u e s -  p l a s t i c 
p o l l u t i o n ,  w a t e r 

pollution, light pollution, and others. The thinking 
is, if we all change just one thing, there are great 
benefits with little discomfort.

This month we want to do something a little 
different. Deuteronomy 20:19-20 states —” in a 
siege … do not destroy trees … for you may eat of 
them.” This directive  commands us not to destroy 
fruit trees so as not to waste their fruit. It has come 
down to us as the law of Bal Tashchit – do not 
destroy or waste. 

The commandment of Bal Tashchit — do not 
waste or destroy — has long been considered 
central to our Jewish environmental ethic. Jewish 
tradition forbids wasteful acts because wasting 
contributes to degradation of the planet. But our 
rabbis wisely knew that wasting also has a strong 
social justice component and not wasting can help 
us improve our lives and the lives of others, both 
physically and spiritually. 

The Mishnah Torah expands the scope to 
address issues of food, water, energy, clothing, 
money and more.

You may ask, why did our sages connect 
so many resources under this commandment 
regarding food waste. The answer is that systems 
of food production, packaging, distribution, and use 
also create vast environmental and social damage.

Much of the food grown in this country is 
produced at a surplus. This causes the unnecessary 
overuse of water, fossil fuels, fertilizers, herbicides, 
and pesticides. Huge dead zones in the Gulf of 
Mexico are the result of fertilizer runoff in U.S. 
rivers that feed it (pardon the pun).

Food packaging involves layers upon layers of 
plastic and plasticized materials, the increasing 
danger of which we have already covered.

Unbought and unused food goes to waste 
through spoilage in stores, restaurants, and homes. 
And it isn’t recyclable, adding to our growing landfill 
problems.

Paradoxically, despite over-production, there 
is also tremendous food insecurity. Too many 
people in the US have no consistent or reliable 
way to access food that fulfills their nutritional 
needs.

In the United States, roughly 30-40% or 108 
billion pounds of food are wasted annually. This is 
approximately 130 billion meals; more than enough 
to feed the unfortunate 38 million food insecure 

people in the U.S.
It is also unjust that high-production food systems 

require dangerous seasonal jobs, which exploit migrant 
and low-income workers. 

Bet ter  understanding the re la t ionship of 
ecological and social issues will more accurately 
guide our eco-warrior choices toward a less 
degraded planet and a more just society. And 
it connects us to our ancient wisdom and our 
wonderful central ethic of Bal Tashchit.

— Andi Franklin & Solange Israel-Mintz

Mazel  tov  to  Kate Jacobson 
Inman and her husband Travis on 
the birth of their second child Carter 
Aaron on Jan. 7 and to delighted 
grandparents  Karen and Marty 
Jacobson.

***
We love good news about members 

of our community! Please share it by 
emailing Marknem@aol.com or calling 
610-921-0624.

Until next time: Shalom!
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Community News

Lucy  Suzanne  Knoblauch 
Zeidman, 96, Wyomissing.

Surviving are a son, Bruce F., 
husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman, of 
Shillington; a brother, Harry Knoblauch, 
husband of Edith Knoblauch, of Reading; 
a sister, Ruth Balis of Wyomissing; and 
several nieces and nephews.

---
Irene S. Zeidman, 62, Wyomissing.  

She is survived by her brother Bruce 
F., husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman 
of Shillington.

 ---
Robert Berger, 54, Reading.
He was the former spouse of Lea 

Berger, Reading. He is survived by 
two daughters, Molly R. Berger, State 
College, and Bethany S. Berger, 
Reading; and one brother, Dr. Barry M. 
Berger, husband of Kathleen A. Vieweg, 
Boston, Mass.

---
 David Moyer, 85, Reading.
 He is survived by his wife, Marjorie 

L. (Sulman) Moyer.  He is also survived 
by his daughters, Aileen D., widow 
of Neal H. Endy, of Pennside, and E. 
Roxanne, wife of Les Walker, of Batavia 
Ohio; sons, Stan B. , husband of Kristine 
K. Moyer, of Sinking Spring and Jay 
H., husband of Margaret R. Moyer, of 
Muhlenberg Township.  Other survivors 
are grandchildren: Brett A. Endy, Chad 
M. Endy and Elizabeth K. Moyer; and 
great-grandchildren, Carson N., Logan 
C., Ardyn N. and Ava L. Endy

---
Shirley Robinson of B’nai B’rith 

Apartments. Survived by her Friendship 
Circle friends.

 ---
 Louis Malamud, 95, formerly 

of Temple.  He is survived by a son, 
Mitchel, husband of Laura Malamud, 
of Las Vegas; grandchildren Barry 
husband of Johna Malamud, Deborah 
Babbit-Malamud and Sheri Malamud; 
and great-grandchildren: Jessy Babbit, 
Carly Malmud and Ian Malamud.

Obituaries

By Joan G. Friedman
Congratulations to Korey Blanck  

and to Edith Blanck on the birth of 
their new granddaughter  and great-
granddaughter!

 ***
Mazel Tov to the Bluestone Family: 

To David and Marianna on their new 
daughter and to grandparents Eric and 
Marissa.

  ***
Congratulations to Charles and 

Brenda Diamond on the engagement 
of their son Brett and to grandfather Al 
Diamond.

***
Mazel Tov to Rosalind Hyman and 

her daughter, Attorney.Cathy Hyman 

Badal, who has received the honor of 
being chosen as the Child Advocate of 
the Year for the State of Pennsylvania.

***
Best wishes to our Berks County 

athletes competing in the 2010 Maccabi 
Games:

Emily & Jared Baksic, swimming
Andrew Blickle, basketball
Matthew Eisenberg, swimming
Hannah and Alexis Glassmire, 

swimming
Brandon Missan, soccer

Until next time: Shalom!
[Email all your simcha news to joan@

friedman.net]

All Around the Town_________

 I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea!
We hear this again and again from residents of The Highlands.

• People are so friendly.
• There’s so much for me to do.
• I love the independence and

privacy at The Highlands.
• I don’t worry about my future.
• Dining is like a fine restaurant.
• My kids are so glad I’m here.
• I feel like I’m at a resort.
• This was a smart and valuable

financial decision.
• They do things first class.
• I wish I’d moved here sooner.
• I love it here!

Come tour The Highlands.
Find out first hand why it is the best place for

retirement living.

EQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T Y

If you’re exploring options and choices
for your retirement years, be sure to call
us for a tour.  You too can be a part of
this wonderful lifestyle.  We have every-
thing from a studio apartment to gracious
cottages.  We would love to meet you
and answer your questions.

Call for lunch and a tour today.
�10-775-2300

www.thehighlands.org

Shalom Newspaper (Joan Friedman)
5” (2 col.) x 7”

Questions?
Contact Jodi Gibble, Marketing Director

The Highlands at Wyomissing
2000 Cambridge Ave., Wyomissing, PA 19�10

�10-288-3405

You’ve worked hard to accumulate your wealth. 

Trust it to someone who will work even harder to 

grow your assets and provide you with peace of mind 

as you plan for the future. From financial planning and 

investment management to custom credit solutions, 

deposit products and more. Clermont Wealth Strategies 

– personal, focused and highly confidential.

Financial Planning

Custom Credit Solutions

Wealth Preservation & Transfer Services

Comprehensive Investment Management

Bank Deposit & Convenience Products 

Retirement Planning

CLERMONT WEALTH STRATEGIES
A T

1.866.332.8393
clermontwealth.com

Securities and Insurance Products:
Not FDIC-Insured • Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency
No Financial Institution Guarantee • May lose value • Not a deposit

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Images from
Yemin Orde

Area resident and recent college 
graduate Jessica Flamholz sent us 
these pictures from her recent visit 
to Yemin Orde, an Israeli village 
for children and youth supported 

by our Federation. 

KEEP UP WITH THE COMMUNITY
Visit www.readingjewishcommunity.org

Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom
proudly presents its SIXTH

Enjoy a rollicking
"All Rodgers and 
Hammerstein" 
musical comedy 
retelling of the 
Book of Esther — 
open to the 
entire Jewish 
community!

REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM
555 Warwick Drive•Wyomissing, PA 19610
610. 375. 6034
temple.office@ohebsholom.org
NOTE: Covid masks must be worn to event

Wednesday, March 16, 
2022 at OHEB SHOLOM:
6:15 pm — Megillah reading

(Not intended for young children)

7:00 pm — Purim Spiel

Bags of hamantashen
will be provided for
guests to take home!
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From online news sources
Israeli company Watergen has 

supplied generators that create drinking 
water from the air to Abu Dhabi’s giant 
National Exhibition Center (ADNEC),, 
the Jerusalem Post reported. The center 
hosted the World Future Energy Summit 
2022, the leading international business 
event and exhibition for future energy, 
clean-tech, and sustainability. It is the first 
exhibition of this size to become plastic-
free, with clean drinking water produced 
from the air available to all attendees. 

Watergen provided and installed 15 
industrial-sized devices throughout the 
complex that are connected to its water 
system.  To cater to ADNEC’s 34,000 daily 
visitors, Watergen installed its GEN-M 
PRO water-from-air generators, which 
provide an estimated 13.5 thousand liters 
of water on a daily basis. The installation 
involved a complex logistical operation in 
the 133,000-square meter facility, which 
was designed by the architectural firm 
RMJM.

Watergen was one of the first Israeli 
companies to operate in the UAE after 
the signing of the Abraham Accords, 

signing a partnership agreement with 
Emirati company Al Dahra in November 
2020. They formed Watergen Baynunah 
to manufacture and distribute water-from-
air generators in Abu Dhabi and distribute 
them throughout the UAE, the Gulf States 
and Africa. 

“The Abraham Accords has given 
countries in the Middle East the 
opportunity to improve and advance 
relations in various fields,” said Dr. 
Michael Mirilashvili, CEO and President 
of Watergen. “Thanks to the agreements, 
we — an Israeli company - have the right 
to cooperate and solve one of the Middle 
East’s most challenging problems - water 
scarcity.

“Throughout history, people have 
fought each other over water sources. 
Today we are doing the opposite, building 
peace and a common future around a 
groundbreaking Israeli technology that 
will provide water to all residents of the 
UAE and the world.”

Created by the environmentally savvy 
Rishon Lezion-based tech company, 
Watergen’s Gen-L water-from-air system 
taps into atmospheric water using 

patented heat-exchange technology, 
producing up to 5,000 liters of clean water 
per day — and requiring no infrastructure 
other than a standard electricity supply. 

According to the company’s website, it 
is “perfect for villages, off-grid settlements 
and factories.” 

The system works through a built-in 
blower, which draws air into the system’s 
atmospheric water generator. There, an 

internal filter cleans the air by removing 
dust and dirt. The air is then directed 
through the GENius heat exchange 
and cooling process, and water is 
condensed from it. The water is then 
filtered again to remove impurities and 
add minerals, resulting in fresh, drinking-
quality water. Once produced, the water 
is continuously circulated in a built-in 
reservoir to preserve its freshness.

Why is Manor at Market Square 
the best choice for senior couples?

  Flexible living options that enable couples to stay together
 Large apartments

  Three nutritious meals served restaurant style
 On-site physical therapy

 Transportation
Learn more about our Independent Living,  
Personal Care & Memory Care community  

by calling 610-624-1299.

803 Penn St., Reading, PA 19601 • www.manoratms.com

A man enjoys a drink from a Watergen machine in Abu Dhabi.

Featuring Former Temple Member  
Les “Doc” Rachlin on Friday, March 25th

Reform Congregation 
Oheb Sholom Invites You 
to Attend Our

Shabbat Service at 7 pm, Performance/Oneg at 8 pm

Singer and guitarist Les 'Doc' Rachlin will share a 
selection of songs by Jewish American songwriters, 
ranging from popular songs by well-known Jewish artists 
like Paul Simon and Bob Dylan to songs many people 
recognize but never knew were written by Jewish 
Americans.  Rachlin grew up in Mt. Penn.  He was a 
member of Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom and had 
his bar mitzvah with Rabbi Weitzman.  Rachlin started 
his folk career in the early 1970s playing the coffee house 
and the taverns of Reading, PA.  He had the opportunity 
to open for Johnny Cash, Conway Twitty and Loretta 
Lynn.  When he found the musical road foggy, he ended up studying medicine 
for seven years and then spent 20 years in medical practice in upstate New York. 
At the encouragement of his family, he took up his guitar again in 2001. Visit 
www.reverbnation.com/docrachlin for more on Doc and his music.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR THE NEXT RCOS SPEAKER SERIES EVENT:
7:00 pm Friday, Apr. 22, 2022 -  Associate Professor of Art History, 
   Penn State Berks, Dr. Samantha Kavky

Israeli water technology in spotlight at energy summit

From online news sources
An ancient Hebrew amulet has 

been found among the remains of an 
excavation carried out at the Mount Ebal 
archaeological site in Samaria, where 
the biblical altar of Joshua is located, the  
reported. The amulet contains an ancient 
Hebrew script, a mark reminiscent of a 
lotus flower as well as the Hebrew letter 
“Aleph.” The researchers have not yet 
completed their research in order to 
understand its source. “This is further 
proof of the deep and inseparable 
connection between the Jewish people 
and Samaria – the heart of the Land of 
Israel,” said Yossi Dagan, head of the 
Samaria Regional Council.

The discovery of the altar of Joshua 
in the West Bank by archaeologist 
Prof. Adam Zertal, who died in 2015 
and was once head of the Archaeology 
Department at Haifa University, is one 

of the most significant discoveries in the 
history of archaeology in Israel.

The researcher, Zvi Koenigsberg, who 
assisted Zertal in the excavations at the 
Joshua altar from 1982 to 1988, described 
the process of finding the amulet. “After 
the excavation, we left many piles of dirt 
we dug,” said Koenigsberg. “And given 
that the piles may contain valuable finds, 
a group of Prof. Zertal’s friends moved 
them to a safe place where they could 
be inspected. After many years, the 
appropriate means of examining the dirt 
were developed.”

Koenigsberg said that the amulet 
“had contained something inside. We 
found a lab in Prague that performs 
sophisticated photographs that allow for 
the construction of a three-dimensional 
model for objects of this size. So, I went 
there with the amulet and came back with 
the results.”

Ancient Hebrew amulet discovered in Samaria

Ancient Hebrew amulet discovered at Joshua’s altar in Samaria. (photo credit: ROI HADI)
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By Pastor Dumisani Washington
and Olga Meshoe

In January 1975, Bayard Rustin — 
a colleague of the Rev. Martin Luther 
King Jr. and one of the architects of 
the 1963 March on Washington, wrote 
an article titled, “The PLO: Freedom 
Fighters or Terrorists.”

T h i s  w a s  R u s t i n ’ s  o p e n i n g 
statement: “One of the most distressing 
reflections of the unhappy state of 
world politics is the ease with which 
words can be perverted, stripped of 
significance, and made to mean their 
opposite.”

Rustin was referring specifically 
to Palestine Liberation Organization 
chairman Yasser Arafat’s recent speech 
at the United Nations, during which 
he reframed his murderous intensions 
for Israel and the Jewish people as 
Palestinian “liberation” and efforts 
towards “peace” and a fight against 
“racism.” 

We reflect on this relevant history 
as we consider Amnesty International’s 
latest assault against Israel in a 
2 8 0 - p a g e  d o c u m e n t  b r i m m i n g 
with disinformation and antisemitic 
propaganda.

In what can only be understood to be 
a churlish attempt at remaining relevant 
in the world of human rights, the 
Amnesty report omits context, distorts 
the reality on the ground, manipulates 
and misapplies international law, and 
fabricates the intent behind Israeli laws 
and policies

The libel that Israel is an apartheid 
state has been debunked countless 
times over the years. People from 
around the world — from politicians in 
South Africa, civil rights leaders in the 
United States and international law 
experts in Europe to Palestinians and 
Israeli Arabs — have explained why 
it is factually wrong, legally incorrect 
and morally reprehensible to describe 
the free and democratic state of Israel 
as apartheid.  Recognizing that Israel 
would not be defeated militarily, the 

Soviet Union created the ‘Zionism is 
racism’ and ‘apartheid’ slurs that fueled 
the rise in global antisemitism. 

It should be noted that “apartheid” 
is a Dutch Afrikaans word meaning 
“apartness” used exclusively to define 
the brutal system of segregation, 
d i s c r im ina t i on  and  opp ress i on 
perpetrated on Black South Africans 
by the racist National Party from 1948 
to 1994.

Especially since the infamous 2001 
UN Conference against Racism in 
Durban, where Israel was declared 
to be a “racist, apartheid state,” many 
Black South Africans have raised their 
voices to condemn the Palestinian 
appropriation of the word apartheid to 
describe a free and democratic Jewish 
State.

In what may very well be a response 
to those voices, Amnesty attempts to 
disavow what it is actually doing by 
engaging in overt double-speak. 

It is sinister and disingenuous for 
Amnesty to pursue this growing trend 
spearheaded by Israel-haters, because 
the diversity and democracy of Israel 
cannot be compared to apartheid South 
Africa. No doubt, Yasser Arafat would 
be proud of Amnesty’s report. 

In addition to distorting what real 
apartheid was, the Amnesty report 
also challenges the right to self-
determination of the Jewish people in 
a Jewish state as being apartheid.

The right of the French to self-
de te rmina t ion  in  F rance  i s  no t 
challenged. Neither is the right of the 
Chinese to self-determinate in China. 
There are approximately 50 Muslim 
countries in the world, and at least 
20 of these countries declare Islam 
the religion of the country in their 
constitution.

Similarly, Christianity is deemed 
to be the state religion in numerous 
countries across the globe. Yet, in 
keeping with its intellectual dishonesty, 
Amnesty International deems that only 
Israel is guilty of apartheid because of 

its Jewish identity. 
Attention must be given to the impact 

this relentless apartheid campaign — 
also embraced by human rights watch 
in its 2021 anti-Israel report — has had.

The redefinition of this term goes 
beyond the goal of charging Israel 
with crimes against humanity and thus 
making them liable for prosecution by 
the International criminal court and 
court of public opinion. It erases the 
very real, very lived experience of 
the brutality of apartheid — a reality 
that includes mothers who to this day 
do not know what happened to their 
children and a life of real segregation 
and persecution, purely because they 
were not white. Once again, the Black 
experience is being commandeered as 
an antisemitic tool, at the expense and 
harm of Blacks. 

In 1975, following Arafat’s diatribe 

against Israel at the UN, the General 
Assembly passed the abominable 
resolution 3379, stating that “Zionism 
is a form of racism.” Bayard Rustin 
responded by forming BASIC, Black 
Americans to Support Israel Committee, 
whose members included Arthur Ashe, 
Mrs. Louis Armstrong, Ralph Ellison, 
as well as Martin Luther King, Sr. and 
Coretta Scott King. 

Now, just as then, the true struggle 
against real racism and Jew-hatred 
continues, and Black/African voices 
must lead the way in fighting it and be 
true allies of the Jewish people. 

Pastor Dumisani Washington is a 
human rights activist and the Founder 
and CEO of the Institute for Black 
Solidarity with Israel (IBSI). Olga 
Meshoe is a South African attorney and 
CEO of DEISI International. 

The problem of  giving Amnesty to antisemitism
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From online news sources
The CEO and co-founder of NSO 

Group pushed back on criticism of 
his embattled cyber tech firm amid 
mounting allegations that its Pegasus 
spyware program has been misused in 
Israel and across the globe, the Times 
of Israel reported.

 Asserting that many of the most 
ser ious claims made against the 
company were untrue, Shalev Hulio 
said its software had been created to 
battle terrorism and serious crime, while 
rejecting its image as a tool mainly 
used to suppress freedoms around 
the world. “It’s a cyber weapon. Our 
first rule was that we would only sell 
these tools to governments,” Hulio said 
from the company’s high-rise office in 
Herzliya. “Our second decision was that 
we wouldn’t sell to every government 
— that there were governments that 
on day one we could see that we must 
not sell to them … We refused to sell to 
90 countries — 90 countries that came 
and asked, and we said no. We sold to 
maybe 40.”

Hulio called criticism of NSO Group’s 
sale of Pegasus to non-democratic 
countries “hypocritical,” comparing 
the surveillance technology to military 
weapons systems. “There is not one 
country we’ve sold to, not one … that 
the US does not sell to, or that Israel 
doesn’t sell to. So it’s a bit hypocritical 
to say it’s okay to sell F-35s and tanks 
and drones, but it’s not okay to sell a tool 
that collects intelligence,” he said. “If we 
see that [Pegasus] is being misused, 
or even suspect it is being misused, 
we disconnect the system,” he said, 
claiming this had happened seven times 
over the years.

Hulio sounded off on the recent 

US decision to blacklist NSO Group 
and another Israeli firm for allegedly 
engaging in malicious cyber activities. 
“Our technology has over the years 
helped the interests and national security 
of the United States quite a bit,” he said. 
“I think the fact that a company like NSO 
is on [a US blacklist] is an outrage … I’m 
sure we’ll be taken off that list. I have no 
doubt.” Hulio denied Pegasus was used 
to hack the phone of French President 
Emmanuel Macron and other politicians, 
claims that led to a flurry of concerned 
communications between French and 
Israeli officials last year.

“No one hacked the French president 
or French parliamentarians; it has been 
proven and checked. This issue of 
Macron and members of [France’s] 
parliament is incorrect,” he said. He also 
denied any link between NSO Group’s 
products and the killing of journalist 
Jamal Khashoggi at Saudi Arabia’s 
consulate in Istanbul.

“Our tools and our technology had 
nothing to do in any way with the 
murder, with Khashoggi, or with the 
people around him. I know this has been 
claimed, and I tell you, it’s a bald-faced 
lie,” he said.

The New York Times  reported 
that Saudi Arabia’s Crown Prince 
Mohammed b in  Sa lman d i rec t ly 
phoned then-Prime Minister Benjamin 
Netanyahu to get a renewal of the 
kingdom’s expired license for Pegasus, 
in exchange for opening up its airspace 
for Israeli flights. The Israeli Defense 
Ministry had initially refused to renew 
the license, citing the kingdom’s abuse 
of the spyware, apparently referring 
to the case of Khashoggi, who was 
reportedly tracked with Pegasus in the 
lead up to his murder in 2018.

Hulio added: “It’s become something 
of a national pastime to blame anything 
that happens on NSO. A large proportion 
of the reports are simply untrue, are 
prejudiced, and it certainly sometimes 
angers [me] and sometimes frustrates. 
But in the end … we know the truth.” 
“There are never more than 200 targets 
for Pegasus at any one time. 200 
targets. That’s the whole story,” he told 
the network.

Asked whether the State of Israel 
used NSO to sell Pegasus to other 
countries in the region, he said: “I don’t 
know. Ask the State of Israel.” Hulio 
denied traveling the world with former 
Mossad chief Yossi Cohen, as reports 
have previously claimed. When asked 
whether Cohen had asked him to sell 
Pegasus to some entities, he smiled and 
did not answer. Asked if NSO Group had 
made mistakes since its establishment, 
Hulio said, “Over a period of 12 years 
it’s impossible not to make mistakes, 
which you learn from.”

A c c o r d i n g  t o  t h e  n e t w o r k , 
sources close to the company have 
acknowledged that Israeli government 
players have indeed offered Pegasus 
to authoritarian regimes in the Middle 
East, in return for warmed ties or 
peace agreements. Cohen did not 
comment on the matter. Netanyahu’s 
office said Friday: “The claim that 
[then] prime minister Netanyahu spoke 
to foreign leaders and offered them 
these systems in exchange for a 
political achievement or some other 
achievement is a complete lie.”T

Hulio was also asked about recent 
reports that have caused a storm of 
controversy in Israel, according to 
which the Israel Police used Pegasus 
to spy on civilians, including anti-

Netanyahu protesters and Israelis not 
suspected of any crimes. Police have 
denied targeting protesters, but have 
not denied using the software in some 
cases, while maintaining any use was 
legal and under court oversight. “As a 
citizen, if the things that were written 
are true, it worries me personally. But 
as a citizen, I tell you I choose to believe 
the attorney general, the public security 
minister, and the police chief who say 
time and again these things never 
happened,” Hulio said. The attorney 
general recently launched a probe into 
the claims, though he has said he has 
no current evidence to suggest police 
behaved wrongly.

Hulio also said it is “built-in” to 
Pegasus that it cannot be used on 
Israeli cellphone numbers.

On Apple suing NSO, and troubles 
with other media giants, Hulio said: 
“There’s  some hypocr isy.  These 
giants, the Facebooks, the Googles, 
the Apples, they are the ones who 
allow end-to-end encryption.” This, he 
argued, was creating a true difficulty 
for law enforcement around the world 
hoping to stop dangerous crimes. “On 
the other hand, you have the extreme 
cases of terrorists and criminals who 
ultimately must be caught. There’s a 
conflict between the right to privacy, 
which is super-important,  and the right 
to national security, which is also super-
important. And that’s exactly where 
the argument is.” He went on: “As a 
father, do you really, heaven forbid, 
want someone to harass your daughter 
online, or heaven forbid actually harass 
her … You want her to be able to travel 
safely on the bus. You want tools like 
these. Enough of this hypocrisy,” he 
said.

NSO chief  expresses outrage over U.S. blacklisting
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From online news sources
When Marc Chagall debuted a 

series of biblically inspired stained-glass 
windows at the Louvre in Paris and then 
at the Museum of Modern Art in 1961, 
these shows were only stopovers before 
the windows reached their permanent 
home on the campus of Hadassah’s new 
medical center in Jerusalem.

The Chagall Windows captured 
public imagination across the world. 
President John F. Kennedy called 
them “extraordinary.” “The inspiration 
of an ancient and noble history and the 
inspiration of modern artistic genius are 
combined in these windows,” Kennedy 
wrote to Miriam Freund, then National 
President of the Hadassah Women’s 
Zionist Organization of America.

Dedicated in Jerusalem on February 
6, 1962, as part of Hadassah’s golden 
anniversary celebration, the windows 
have been in place for 60 years. “This 
is my modest gift to the Jewish people 
who have always dreamt of biblical love, 
friendship and peace among all peoples,” 
Chagall noted that day.

The windows came about when 
Hadassah representatives met with Chagall 
in Paris in the late 1950s. They made a 
compelling request for stained glass for 
what is now called the Abbell Synagogue. 
The renowned painter reportedly cut short 
the women mid-sentence. “What took you 
so long? I’ve been waiting my whole life to 
serve the Jewish people,” he replied. Or so 
the legend goes. In the decades since, the 
window’s origin story may have taken on 
some air of myth. “We don’t know if it was 
said exactly that way, but it sounds good,” 
says Barbara Goldstein, Hadassah Deputy 
Executive Director and Ambassador at 
Large in Israel.

 What is indisputable is that Chagall 
constructed a supersized series of 
windows. What’s more, he donated them 
as a gift. “They were looking for one or 
two windows,” Goldstein says. “They 
never expected 12. That was all Chagall.”

The synagogue was still in the 
planning stages in 1958. “Chagall wanted 
complete control,” Goldstein says, and 
therefore the synagogue “was built for 
those windows.”

Each of the 11-by-8-foot arched 
artworks depicts themes relating to the 
biblical 12 sons of Jacob, progenitors 
of the 12 Tribes of Israel. Each image 
reflects Chagall’s immersed study of 
Genesis 49 and Deuteronomy 33.

The windows feature brilliant reds, 
blues, yellows and greens and a visual 
vocabulary expressing the biblical text 
and Jewish history, Chagall’s world both 

real and perceived, his love and profound 
identification with the history and culture 
of Jewish people and his early life in 
the Russian shtetl of Vitebsk. “All the 
time I was working, I felt my mother 
and father looking over my shoulder; 
and behind them were Jews, millions of 
other vanished Jews, of yesterday and a 
thousand years ago,” said Chagall, who 
was born Moishe Zakharovich Shagal in 
1887 and passed away in 1985.

 Chagall said the windows “completely 
transformed my vision; they gave me 
a great shock, they made me reflect. I 
don’t know how I shall paint from now on, 
but I believe something is taking place.” 
While approachable from the exterior of 
the building, the elaborate beauty of the 
windows is most dramatic viewed from 
within the sanctuary, especially when 
illuminated by the sun.

Architect Joseph Neufeld gave 
the sanctuary its clean, mid-century 
minimalist lines. It nevertheless evokes 
a medieval house of prayer with a 
contemporary twist. Four walls form a 
square around the bima. On the wall 
above the ark, the windows progress 
from Naphtali on the left to Joseph and 
Benjamin on the right. On the adjacent 
right wall are Reuben, Simeon and Levi. 
On the back wall, Judah, Zebulon and 
Issachar follow. The left wall features 
Dan, Gad and Asher. Each panel is 
filled with a dance of intricate images, 
compelling themes and stunning colors.

 While developing the concept in 1959, 
Chagall employed extensive maquettes 
and final color sketches. He teamed with 
a married pair of stained-glass artists, 
Charles Marq and Brigitte Simon-Marq, 
with whom he later collaborated on 
the cathedral at Metz. Charles Marq 
experimented for many months more 
to obtain the correct hues, values and 
thicknesses at the glassworks of Saint-
Just-sur-Loire.

Artisans blew and rolled the final 
glass panels in the Loire Valley. Chagall 
painted, etched and scratched panes 
of about 50 colors.Chagall’s dedicated 
handiwork accounts for the windows’ 
dramatic vitality. “Glass is a transparent 
wall between my heart and the heart of 
the world,” Chagall said.

 Notably, Chagall remained engaged 
throughout production and beyond. 
When the windows were damaged during 
the Six Day War, the hospital informed 
the artist of the loss via telegram. 
Chagall’s response? “You worry about 
the hospital,” recounts Goldstein. “I’ll 
worry about the windows. 

The windows remind Goldstein that “this 

hospital has one of the greatest art treasures 
in the world. There are women who come 
before they give birth and after they give 
birth to sit and pray,” Goldstein says. “I am 
also moved every time I come in.”

One synagogue wall lists the names 
of donors who contributed $1 million 
per window. “They got a good deal,” 

Goldstein says. “They can’t take the 
window home, but they can say they have 
a Marc Chagall.”

Guided tours of the Chagall Windows 
(and the Hadassah-Herzstein Heritage 
Center, which depicts the history of the 
organization and its founder, Henrietta 
Szold) are available.

Chagall windows mark 60 years in Jerusalem

From online news sources
Israeli medical startup Novel Concepts 

has announced the success of their plant-
based COVID-19 treatment in stopping 
the connection of COVID-19 – including 
the now-predominant Omicron variant 
—onto human cells, the Jerusalem Post 
reported. The treatment, among a vast 
array of medications Novel Concepts has 
developed since their inception in 2020, 
will be submitted for emergency use 
authorization in a number of countries.

While the new treatment stopped the 
COVID-19 virus’ progress into human 
cells and led to negative PCR tests 
within 48 hours, patients also recovered 
from the long-COVID symptoms that 
have plagued victims of COVID-19 and 
befuddled researchers and scientists, 
such as memory loss, loss of taste and 
smell, headaches, fatigue and more.

The treatment, which is made of 
natural compounds that are all approved 
individually for other uses, can be 

stored at room temperature, making 
it far easier to transport than existing 
COVID-19 treatments – such as Pfizer 
vaccines, which must be stored at 
temperatures between 2°C and 8°C, per 
the U.S. Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention.

 “Our cure can stop Omicron, the 
COVID-19 virus, and long COVID-19 
symptoms. We can help reduce the high 
numbers of people catching COVID-19 
every week,” said founder and inventor, 
Dr. Rachel Alkalay. “We can also help 
provide emergency assistance to those 
countries that have low vaccination rates. 
Our plant-based cure is safe and without 
any known side effects.”

Testing on the new treatment was 
conducted across two laboratories 
in Canada and in Israel: The Center 
for Microbial Chemical Biology at 
the Michael G. DeGroot Institute 
for Infectious Disease Research at 
McMaster University in Ontario, Canada 

and the Smart Assays Lab in the 
Weizmann Science Park in Israel. Novel 
Concepts plans to hold an IPO (Initial 

Public Offering) on the stock market 
sometime this year amid the success 
of their new treatment.

Israeli startup offers promising COVID treatment
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From online news sources
The world has been silent in the 

face of Palestinian “terror attacks with 
rocks” against Israelis, Ambassador 
to the United Nations Gilad Erdan 
told the UN Security Council last 
month .

“Rocks can and do kill,” Erdan said 
as he held up a large rock that looked 
like a brick. “A terrorist is not only 
one with a gun. A terrorist is not only 
one with a bomb. Rocks like this [are] 
thrown at Israelis in their cars and 
on buses. They are thrown at Israeli 
men and women, at Israeli babies and 
children. Every. Single. Day. But the 
world says nothing.”

Erdan spoke at the monthly UNSC 
meeting on the Israeli-Palestinian 
confl ict, in which the 15-member 
body often condemns Israeli actions 
against Palestinians but pays scant 
at tent ion to Palest inian violence 
against Israelis.

“Would you consider it a terror 
attack if a rock like this was thrown 
at your car while driving with your 
ch i ld ren?”  he  asked  the  UNSC 
members. “Would you at the very least 
condemn these brutal terror attacks 
carried out against Israeli civilians by 
Palestinians?”

Erdan charged that there were 
200 v io len t  Pa les t in ian  a t tacks 
against Israelis in the past month 
alone, including 143 incidents of 
rock-throwing, and 20 grenade and 
firebomb attacks.

There were also “dozens more 
stabbings, car rammings, shootings, 
and other violent physical attacks 
risking – and claiming – Israeli lives,” 
Erdan said, adding that during 2021 
there were thousands of  v io lent 
attacks including indiscriminate rocket 
fire from Gaza.

But there is another kind of terror 
attack, Erdan said: Terror attacks with 
rocks. In 2021 alone, Israelis suffered 
1,775 rock attacks by Palestinian 
terrorists.”

The Palestinian Authority, he said, 
has not condemned these attacks, nor 
has it spoken out against the killing 
of two Israelis, Eli Kay and Yehuda 
Dimentman, by Palestinians in terror 
attacks last year.

Does the PA “condemn or do they 
condone?” Erdan asked.

He charged  tha t  the  PA had 
supported terror act iv i ty with i ts 
policy of providing monthly grants 
to terrorists in Israeli jails and to 
the families of slain terrorists. “This 
hypocrisy, this moral bankruptcy, is 
a poison that is spread online, in the 
media, in the mosques and even in 
the schools, under the Palestinian 
Authority,” said Erdan.

He took issue in particular with 
what he called the “audacity” of PA 
Foreign Minister Riyad Malki, who 
accused Israelis of violence against 
Palestinians even though such action 
is the “exception to the rule. He 
knows very well that whenever there 
are such incidents, Israel and its 
leadership abhor them. We probe, 
we investigate, and we condemn, but 
when Palestinians attack Israelis — 
the Palestinian Authority celebrates, 
congratulates, and rewards.”

The UNSC is also hypocritical for 
failing to clearly condemn Palestinian 
terror, Erdan said.

“Palestinian acts of terror and 
incitement are whitewashed.”The 
UNSC’s fai lure to condemn such 
terror, Erdan explained, has given 
the message that “Jewish blood is 
cheap” and “terror against Jews is 
acceptable.”

World silent on ‘terror 
attacks with rocks’
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Benefitting

Textbooks said to be produced by the Palestinian Authority which contain anti-Israel and anti
-Western bias are put on display on Capitol Hill by the NGO Palestine Media Watch.

From online news sources
The Ins t i tu te  fo r  Mon i to r ing 

Peace and Tolerance in School 
E d u c a t i o n  ( I M PA C T- s e )  h a s 
uncovered thousands of pages of 
new teaching material produced by 
the Palestinian Authority, some of 
which directly calls for violence and 
promotes antisemitism.

This material was written despite 
an EU “ roadmap”  created wi th 
the PA to ensure new textbooks 
produced in 2021 would be free of 
hate. The new material contains 

content that is worse than current 
or previous Palestinian textbooks, 
with a greater number of lessons 
that directly incite violence and 
propagate overt anti-Semitism.

The material includes teaching 
about the “characteristics” of Jews 
who are devious and treacherous 
and Israel is who are descr ibed 
as “Satan’s aide.”  The mater ial 
demands  tha t  s tuden ts  d ie  as 
martyrs to l iberate the Al-Aqsa 
Mosque and that those who do so 
will be greatly rewarded.

Palestinian Authority
reneges on promise 
to change textbooks
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Helping Israel’s minorities find jobs in high-tech
Israel21c.org

Ifat Baron, 43, the CEO of the 
nonpro f i t  o rgan iza t ion  i tworks , 
remembers how hard it was for her 
mother, a single parent with a low 
salary,  to raise her and her two 
siblings.

Baron said the mission of itworks 
is to provide jobs in Israel’s flourishing 
high-tech sector for untapped talent 
pools such as single mothers, Arabs, 
ultra-Orthodox Jews, people with 
disabilities and residents living far from 
high-tech centers of employment.

“These people are being left out 
of the high-tech boom,” she said. 
“Diversity will bring fresh ideas and 
new vision to high-tech companies.”

There are 18,500 unfilled jobs in 
Israel’s high-tech market, Baron said. 
Itworks helps companies like Samsung, 
Intel and IBM reach available employees 
and diversify their staff.

Just as importantly, itworks offers 
a wide range of courses for workers 
to find meaningful employment. Since 
2006, Baron’s 20-person team — mostly 
women, half of them Arab — has placed 
more than 5,000 people in jobs.

Labor shortage
Though Israel is known as the Startup 

Nation, it doesn’t have the manpower to 
meet its labor needs. Baron said there 
are at least 20,000 jobs being outsourced 
to Ukraine and India.

Statistics also show that half of this 
year’s Israeli first-graders are Arab and 
ultra-Orthodox. That means, she said, 
that in 2045, those children will make up 
50% of the workforce.

If half the population isn’t trained 
to use its potential in the high-tech job 
market, “that is very bad for the economy 
— and it’s also bad for society.”

“Diversity promotes creativity and 
innovation,” Baron said. “And when 
employees are proud to be part of a 
diverse, dynamic organization, there is 
an increase in their sense of loyalty and 
commitment.”

Studies show that diversity also can 
boost productivity.

“It’s a win-win situation for companies 
and their new employees,” she said. 
“Talented people find employment and 
the companies hire committed, talented 
people.”

She said that when people get a good 
job, “it changes their lives. It’s amazing.”

Arab engineers
Arab Israelis make up 21% of the 

population but less than 3% of software 
engineers.

“A Jewish engineer will be hired for 
a high-tech job before an Arab engineer 
because of his work experience in the 
army and his connections,” Baron says.

Muhamad Arar, a 28-year-old Tel Aviv-
Jaffa resident, attended a course offered 
by itworks before he graduated college 
with an engineering degree in information 
systems several years ago.

“The itworks instructors helped me 
write my CV and prepare for my job 
interview,” Arar said.

The interview went so well that the 
company, Dynamic Yield, hired him that 
day. Arar worked there for three years and 
then left to become chief information officer 
at Avenews, where he provides financial 
solutions to agri-businesses in Africa.

When Avenews was looking to hire 
developers, Arar turned to itworks 
and went from “being interviewed to 
interviewing.” He hired four people 
through itworks, including two Arab 
women — a demographic that is mostly 
absent from the high-tech scene.

Other challenges
One of the challenges for recent 

graduates is that there are not many 
entry-level positions. Baron said junior-
level engineers, for example, don’t have a 
way to gain work experience to get jobs.

Itworks recently introduced an 
internship program for engineers. Partner 
companies hire interns for six months 
and itworks pays their salaries. The 
workers are then better positioned for 
full-time employment. There are 50 Arab 
engineers from Jerusalem and Bedouin 
communities, 35% of whom are women, 
receiving $1,000 monthly stipends 
through this program.

Baron also is committed to helping 
the estimated 120,000 single mothers in 
Israel to find jobs, remembering her own 
mother’s struggle.

She said companies are scared to 
hire single parents because they wonder 
what will happen if a child is sick or in 
quarantine. While working from home is 

an accepted alternative since the start 
of the pandemic, Internet service is not 
always reliable in Arab villages.

True Israel
Baron’s company offers boot camps, 

intensive courses in various subjects, 
along with mentoring programs and 
managerial courses. It receives money 
from the Israeli government, private 
individuals and organizations.

Baron felt moved to help others join 
high-tech after a stint working at Cisco 
because she saw that the “Startup Nation 
culture was becoming a closed club, 
which can’t be sustainable for future 
generations.”

She believes that if she can mobilize 
the business sector, the government will 
then join the effort to create programs 
and other funding opportunities.

“My vision is to bring everyone to 
high-tech,” she said. “We’re making an 
important change. This is all of us. This 
is true Israel.”

March ✡ Adar I- Adar II 

Shabbat Candle Lightings Torah Portions

March 4 
5:41 p.m. 
 
March 11 
5:48 p.m. 
 
March 18                                                                                                                            

March 5/Adar II 
Pekudei (Exodus 38:21-40:38) 
 
March 12/9 Adar II 
Vayikra (Leviticus 1:1-5:26) 
 
March 19/16 Adar II 

6:56 p.m. 
 

Tzav (Leviticus 6:1-8:36) 
 

March 25 
7:03 p.m. 
 

March 26/23 Adar II 
Sh’Mini (Leviticus 9:1-11:47) 
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10













Continued from Page 5
silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Contributions as of Feb. 11
Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In honor of:

Michael Fromm receiving the Tikkun Olam Award from JCPA – Tom and 
Helen Flynn

In memory of:
Jacob “Jack” Gernsheimer – Eunice Boscov
Barbara Stein – Eunice Boscov

Jewish Family Service
In memory of:

Gloria Robinson (Mike Robinson’s mother) – Debbie, David, Scott, Mark & 
Abby Goldberg, Sue Wachs, Al and Betsy Katz, Sharon and Julian Syret, Beth and 
Bob Caster, Judy and Frank Synnamon, Sue Schlanger

Joel Tabnick – Helene and Henry Singer

JFS Food Pantry
In memory of:

Joan Brandeis – Helene and Henry Singer

Doris Levin Memorial Fund
In memory of:

Gloria Robinson (Mike Robinson’s mother) – Dennis and Stephanie Arbige
Sheila Scetta – Dennis and Stephanie Arbige

Harry & Rose Sack Fund
In honor of:

Birth of Rena and Andre Schkolwsky grandchild Emilia Schklowsky Khani 
– Albert and Nancy Sack

\

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  
Jewish Family Service    
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    
JFS Food Bank     
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  
Doris Levin Fund     
PJ Library Fund     
Harry & Rose Sack Fund    
Evelyn Thompson Fund    

Great Decisions is the name shared by a national civic-education program and publication of the Foreign Policy Association. Published annually, 
the Great Decisions briefing book highlights eight of the most thought-provoking foreign policy challenges facing Americans today. Great Decisions 

provides background information, current data and policy options for each of the eight issues and serves as the focal text for discussion groups.
Each week’s session includes a short video produced by internationally renowned scholars and a focused discussion on the issues.

$30 one person, one book or $35 two persons, one book

To register for Great Decisions and to order a copy of the 
2022 Great Decisions Briefing Book, return form at 
bottom of this page or contact Amanda Hornberger

AmandaH@JFReading.org

MC/Visa/Disc/Amex  acct #_________________________________________  Exp.date__________Security code___________  
Name on Card_________________________________Billing Address______________________________________________ 
Signature____________________________________________________

Name(s)____________________________________________________________     #_____ attending      #____books
Phone___________________________   Email ____________________________________________________
$_______enclosed  ($30 one person, one book....$35 two persons, one book)   Checks to Jewish Federation of Reading 

Great Decisions 2022...Please complete & return to Jewish Federation by
Friday, February 25 or contact Amanda Hornberger (610) 921-0624 or AmandaH@JFReading.org

 The Foreign Policy Association is a non-profit organization dedicated to inspiring the American 
public to learn more about the world. Founded in 1918, FPA serves as a catalyst for developing 
awareness, understanding of, and providing informed opinions on global issues.Through its 
balanced, nonpartisan programs and publications, the FPA encourages citizens to participate in 
the foreign policy process.

* March 7--Outer Space with Dr. Ruth Daly, PSU Berks
* March 14--Climate Change with Dr. Stephen Mech, Albright College
* March 21--Quad Alliance with Dr. Victoria Williams, Alvernia University
* March 28--Drug Policy in Latin America with Dr. Kirwin Shaffer, PSU Berks
* April 4--Myanmar and ASEAN with Dr. Irene Langran, Albright College
* April 11--Biden's Agenda with Dr. Janae Sholtz, Alvernia University
* Tuesday, April 19--Russia and the U.S. with Dr. Michelle Mart, PSU Berks
* April 25--Industrial Policy--group moderated

2022 Great Decisions
Meeting at the JCC

1100 Berkshire Blvd. Suite 125 Wyomissing
 Monday* mornings 10:30am 

March 7 through April 25 
*Except for Tuesday, April 19 due to Passover

PrePare to Discuss the WorlD 
2022 Topics 
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349

Gunter’s
Honey Bear
12 oz

Kedem
100% Apple Juice
64 oz

Savion
Fruit Slices
8 oz

Kedem
Grape Juice
64 oz

Kedem
Tea Biscuits
4.2 oz

Joyva
Ring Jells
8 oz

Fresh Kosher
Whole or Cut-up
Fryer Chickens
lb

2
$1
for2

$5
for

2
$6

for

399 399

199

EAT BETTER, SPEND LESS

wishes you a

Happy Purim

Prices Effective through Mar 17, 2022We reserve the right to limit quantities. Not responsible for typographical or pictorial errors.

We also carry many of your favorite Kosher deli,  
dairy, frozen and grocery products.


