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By Amanda J. Hornberger

Sponsored by your Jewish Federation, 
please join us for this unique opportunity 
for community members from far and 
wide to come together to celebrate 
Shabbat! 

All members of our community are 
invited to enjoy the service and kosher 
dinner together. On Friday, March 1, the 
service will begin at 6 p.m. followed by 
dinner at 6:45 p.m. The Torah portion 
that Shabbat is Ki Tisa.  In that portion, 
Moses receives the Ten Commandments 
on Mount Sinai. Join us to honoring the 
Sabbath day with our greater Jewish 

community coming together as ONE to 
fulfill this sacred commandment.

Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks 
is once again joining with Chabad 
Lubavitch of Berks County, Kesher Zion 
Synagogue and Reform Congregation 
Oheb Sholom on this special, annual 
community event. 

Kesher Zion Synagogue (555 Warwick 
Drive, Wyomissing) will serve as the 
host location for this year’s Community 
Shabbat. A kosher meal of soup, salad, 
chicken, potato, vegetable, dessert and 
fruit will be served. A vegetarian meal is 
available upon request. The kids meal 

will be chicken fingers and french fries. 
Dinner cost will be $36 per adult. 

Youth ages 13-17 are $15. Children 12 
and under are $8. All are welcome. If 
you need financial assistance to attend, 
please contact Carole Robinson at 610-
921-0624.

Past Community Shabbats have sold 
out. We expect another great crowd at 
Community Shabbat on March 1, so 
people are encouraged to reserve early.

RSVP with payment is required by Feb. 
23, online at ReadingJewishCommunity.
org or to info@jfreading.org or 610-921-
0624.

Volunteers prepare sandwiches for the Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Caring.
Photo by Bill Uhrich, courtesy of Reading Eagle

Celebrating the Sabbath:
Join us at Community Shabbat

Honoring MLK with Day of Service

From Federation staff
Over 100 individuals of all ages 

joined their hands and hearts in service 
to the wider community honoring the 
legacy of Martin Luther King Jr.

• 360+ sandwiches made for New 
Journey Community Outreach

• 100+ Thank Yous created for first 
responders

• 500 GM Power Pack snack bags 
prepared for local students

• 9 bins of hats, scarves, gloves 
packed for  e lementary  schools 
throughout Berks

• 6 no-sew blankets made for 
neighbors in need

• Countless friendship bracelets 
made to be shared with others

THANK YOU to all who participated 
and made this day of service possible!

Immanuel UCC
Jewish Federation of Reading
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom
Islamic Center of Reading

A big group of volunteers at the Martin Luther King Jr. Day of Caring at Immanuel UCC, which included participants from the Jewish, Muslim and Christian communities.
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By Laurie Waxler
Development Director

I want to send a sincere 
thank you to everyone who 
provided financial support 
to our Federation this past 
year. Whether it was through 
the Annual Campaign, as a 
JCC member, remembering 
a loved one with a memorial 
gift or in any other way, your gifts make a 
difference in our community.

Someone asked me a few weeks ago 
why they should donate to Federation. If 
you’ve read my columns over the past few 
years (hard to believe I’ve been writing 
for Shalom for almost three years now!) 
you might remember my first-year articles 
entitled “My Learning Curve.” A huge part 
of my learning curve was absorbing the 
plethora of options we offer our Berks 
County Jewish community. When you 
donate to Federation, you are supporting 

everyone in our community.
When there is a need, Federation is 

here to provide support. It might be funds 
to cover an electric bill or a few month’s 
rent to help someone get back on their 
feet, or the added security offered at all 
three synagogues, making our community 
feel safer after Oct. 7. I’ve learned over 
three years that the variety of needs in this 
community is ever-changing and growing 
every day. We also provide programming 
that’s open and usually free for the entire 
community, bringing everyone to together. 

The one thing we all have in common is 
being Jewish, and it’s a great starting point 
for a simple conversation or long-term 
friendship.

We are lucky to have a Federation 
here in Berks County and should be 
forever grateful to those visionaries 
who, almost 100 years ago, began the 
work to make it happen. It’s now our 
responsibility to make sure it’s here in 
another 100 years to continue the work 
necessary to keep our Jewish community 
together.
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Annual Campaign

Women’s Philanthropy

Maimonides Society

Your Jewish Legacy

Chai Circle

L’Chaim Society

Book of Life

Letter of Intent

DONATE NOW
TO OUR
 JEWISH 

COMMUNITY 
CAMPAIGN

Please visit 
ReadingJewishCommunity.

org

Make your gift 
today!

When there is a need, Federation is here
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By Brian Chartock
CEO

I n t e r n a t i o n a l 
Holocaust Remem-
brance Day, which is 
observed annually on 
Jan. 27, holds profound 
significance as a solemn 
occasion to reflect on 
one of the very darkest 
chapters in human history. This day 
marks the anniversary of the liberation 
of Auschwitz-Birkenau, the largest Nazi 
concentration and extermination camp.

The importance of  Holocaust 
Remembrance Day lies in its mission to 
honor the memory of the 6 million Jews 

and millions of others who suffered and 
perished during the Holocaust. 

Beyond remembering the victims, 
this day serves as a poignant and 
distressing reminder of the consequences 
of prejudice, hatred, as well as the 
unchecked power of discrimination.

The significance of this day extends 
beyond mere commemoration. Holocaust 
Remembrance Day underscores the 
collective responsibility to ensure that 
the horrors of the Holocaust are never 
forgotten or repeated; moreover, it 
serves as a global call to action against 
antisemitism, racism and all forms of 
bigotry. 

Holocaust education becomes a 

powerful tool in preventing the recurrence 
of such atrocities, fostering empathy, 
tolerance, and understanding. Holocaust 
Remembrance Day also serves as 
a testament to the resilience of the 
survivors and their commitment to 
sharing their stories. By listening to their 
firsthand accounts, we gain invaluable 
insights into the human spirit’s capacity 
for endurance, courage, and even hope 
amid unimaginable adversity. 

Today, in an era marked by growing 
intolerance and rising extremism, the 
significance of Holocaust Remembrance 
Day becomes even more pronounced. 
It challenges us to confront hatred in all 
its forms and to work actively toward a 

world where diversity is celebrated and 
atrocities like the Holocaust become 
inconceivable. 

Ultimately, Holocaust Remembrance 
Day is a time for personal reflection, 
education and a collective commitment 
to ensure that the lessons of history are 
not lost.

Holocaust Remembrance Day stands 
as a beacon urging us to strive for a world 
deep-rooted in compassion, justice, and 
the unwavering belief that “never again” 
should be more than a phrase – it should 
be a guiding principle of light for future 
generations.

L’Shalom,
Brian

From the CEO’s Desk
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By Rabbi Brian Michelson
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom

I  t h ink  I  am a 
member of  a rare 
breed. I am an optimist. 
If a set of facts can be 
explained in either a 
positive or negative 
way, then I always try 
to see the positive. 
Scientif ic research 
confirms that optimism 
can pay positive dividends in health, 
longevity, job success and higher scores 
on achievement tests.

Given the problems of our society, 
however, optimism is becoming ever 
harder to muster. The economy has taken 
a heavy toll on the capacity of many to 
manage their affairs and to keep their 
families together. Each night the news 
seems to report nothing but more bad 

news and sadness. Safety, security, and 
the war in Israel are always on our minds. 
It is so bad that I am almost afraid to turn 
the television on.

If ever our spiritual strength has 
been challenged, it is right now. We 
must be aware to prevent despair from 
welling up overtaking our zest for life. 
The proliferation of guns, drugs and the 
penchant for violence has made the 
safety and security of the average citizen 
ever more precarious. We worry not only 
about ourselves but about spouses, 
children, and in some cases, aged 
parents who are even more vulnerable. 
We worry about antisemitism and violent 
attacks against the Jewish community.  

Is there anything we can do even in the 
face of all these challenges to strengthen 
the upbeat impulses of our hearts and 
souls?Our first task, if we are to preserve 
our enthusiasm and hopefulness, is to 

learn to live with dissatisfaction and to 
accept that life is a risk. Every life has its 
hazards. Life is the acceptance of living 
with challenges and the opportunity to 
rise above them. Tension, anxiety, and 
worry are inseparable from living.  As 
hard as it sounds, we need to make 
peace with this.

Second, despite the frustrations and 
misunderstandings that are inevitable 
ingredients of human relationships, we 
need to preserve a love for people. 
We live when we are concerned for 
one another. However, when our anger 
or fear alienates us from our fellow 
human beings and when concern and 
compassion wither, we isolate ourselves 
and undermine our excitement and love 
of life.

Strengthening our love of l i fe 
requires less retaliation and more 
reconciliation, less resentment and 

more compassion. Is this easy to do? 
Of course not, but it is important for our 
ability to get out of bed and face each 
new day as a possibility and not just 
something to get through.

Finally, to preserve our optimism, 
we must learn to be less disappointed 
with what we don’t have by being more 
grateful for what we do have. Most of 
us are fortunate to enjoy a multitude of 
blessings. Don’t fall prey to the syndrome 
that “the grass is greener on the other 
side.” We must focus on the blessings we 
have been given instead of focusing on 
what, we believe, should be ours.

We all possess the capacity to be 
hopeful despite the forces that would 
destroy us, and we can wrestle with 
despair and emerge victorious. No matter 
how dark the day is, we must be among 
those who, even in the dark months of 
winter, search for the light.

Optimism especially essential during tough times

By Ted Deutch
CEO, American Jewish Committee

More than 100 days after the Hamas 
terrorist attack in Israel, why do Jewish 
Americans feel unsafe? 

It’s because we’ve seen this before.
After Hamas fired rockets into Israel 

in 2021, leading to more than two 
weeks of conflict, domestic antisemitism 
increased. When suicide bombers killed 
one thousand innocent Israelis during 
the Second Intifada in the early 2000s, 
domestic antisemitism rose.

For many, criticism of Israel is used as 
cover for antisemitism.  

This winter, a high school basketball 
game in Yonkers, N.Y., was cut short after 
one player screamed at her opponent, “I 
support Hamas, you (expletive) Jew!”

Postcards with antisemitic imagery 
and the phrase “the Holocaust never 
happened, but it really should have,” 
were sent to the Newburyport, Mass., 
City Council.

And in East Rutherford, N.J., a 
Jewish teen was harassed by a stranger 
screaming, “You’re a whore, your mother’s 
a whore, your grandmother’s a whore,” 
and “Free Palestine!”

Irish diplomat and historian Conor 
Cruise O’Brien once remarked that 
antisemitism is a light sleeper. He was 
right. Unless you believe legions of people 
suddenly became antisemites post-Oct. 7, 
we must assume their latent antisemitism 
simply found a pretext to escape.

There were pro-Hamas protests and 
anti-Israel screeds before Israel’s defensive 
military actions. The burned homes in 
Kibbutz Be’eri, Nir Oz, and Kfar Aza were 
still smoldering and the blood in the field at 
the Nova music festival not yet dry when 

antisemites used murdered Israelis to taunt 
and intimidate the living. So-called activists 
tore down posters of the kidnapped — 
dehumanizing all those who were brutally 
taken from their homes by Hamas terrorists. 

It’s no wonder that a new American 
Jewish Committee survey found that an 
alarming number of American Jews — 78% 
— who heard anything about Hamas’ attack 
are feeling less safe. “I don’t feel comfortable 
living in my country for the first time in my 
life,” said one respondent. Another shared 
that a local Jewish organization planned 
to reschedule a children’s outdoor activity 
because a “walking trip around town no longer 
felt safe.” In the 10 largest U.S. cities, Jews 
are now the most-targeted group following 
a surge of anti-Jewish hate crimes this fall.

Understandably, some have taken the 
painful step of hiding their Jewishness: 
covering kippahs under hats, concealing 
Star of David necklaces, and even 
removing mezuzahs from their doors. 

Here is my message to the Hamas 
supporters next door: While our community 
must protect ourselves, we will not be 
pushed into hiding. Our Jewish identity 
cannot be defined by antisemitism and 
our response to it. We are not defined by 
those who hate and target us. 

Regardless of what is happening around 
us, we can find strength and unity in our 
Jewish community. We are seeing right now 
how Jews are showing up for one another 
with planes of supplies and volunteers 
being sent to Israel to support those on the 
front lines, to provide shelter and comfort 
to those who have lost their homes, and to 
bolster those who have faced unimaginable 
horror. We continue to loudly call on the 
global community to ensure the safe return 
of every hostage and will not stop until they 

A message to the Hamas supporters next door
are reunited with their families. 

In November, AJC leaders brought to 
Israel a message of unity and support from the 
entire Jewish Diaspora. We had the honor of 
hearing from families of Kfar Aza who shared 
with us not only their harrowing experiences 
but their unbreakable spirit. I remain inspired 
by their strength and resilience.

As we mark 100 days since Oct. 7 and 
come together in our collective mourning, we 
also come together in collective Jewish pride. 
We stand for those who can no longer stand 
for themselves, we fight for those who need 

our protection, we gather for those who no 
longer have that privilege, and we speak for 
the hostages whose voices must be heard.

As Israel’s President Isaac Herzog said: “I 
am adamantly passionate about the story of the 
Jewish people. We are a small nation of about 
15 million plus Jews around the globe. And in a 
sea of 8 billion human beings, we have a role to 
play, we have a story and therefore we should 
protect and preserve the unity of our people 
amidst all of its differences.”

Am Yisrael Chai — the people of Israel 
live.



SHALOM February 2024Page 4

How Holocaust education 
responds to current events

By Amanda J. Hornberger
In January I was able to gather with professionals 

from Holocaust organizations across the country for an 
Association of Holocaust Organization conference. Every 
two years, the AHO conference is held at the United 
States Holocaust Memorial Museum in Washington, and 
it is a great opportunity to learn and grow from colleagues 
in the Holocaust educational space.

Two of the most impactful sessions were on how 
Holocaust organizations and Holocaust educators 
are responding to current events and how to respond 
to current antisemitism. Led by experts who have 
previously spoken in Reading: Michael Berenbaum 
from American Jewish University and Mark Weitzman 
of World Jewish Restitution Organization, the sessions 
were very informative. 

After the events of Oct. 7 and the rise of antisemitism 
afterwards, one of the points for discussion was the 
question, “Has Holocaust education and the pleas of 
Never Again failed?” The answer is not simple, but below 
are some themes we discussed.

Education: 
• Holocaust education needs to dispel the myth 

that the Holocaust was inevitable—there were 
turning points that could have impacted the 
Holocaust. 

• Humanize the perpetrators so students realize 
that they too could be perpetrators.

• Study the history of Nazism and German history 
from 1918-1933 to provide the context and 
background for the Holocaust. Focus on why 
the study of history is so important.

• Understand that there should be multiple 
Holocaust touch points for students: not just one 
lesson, one trip to USHMM, one film and assume 
that Holocaust education is done.

Antisemitism:
• Educate through stories: share examples of 

experiences of antisemitism vs. just saying 
antisemitism is bad, don’t do it. 

• Antisemitism differs in its source (religious, 
political, social, economic, racial), its goal and 
its priority. Don’t assume all antisemitism is right-
wing, Nazi antisemitism.

• Depoliticize antisemitism, which requires people 
on both sides to look at themselves and call out 
antisemitism. 

• Address antisemitism like any other bias or 
racism.

• Antisemitism should become like comments 
said about the LGBTQ community in the 1990s 
and 2000s that are now not acceptable. This 
happened because people called out those 
comments as inappropriate. The same needs 
to be done for antisemitic comments.

• Non-Jewish allies who call out antisemitic 
remarks should be viewed as upstanders

• Know that when you call out antisemitism there 
is a community of support behind you

Society:
• Democracy is fragile and delegitimizing 

institutions (press, Congress, courts) is a 
sign of disfunction of democracy. This is 
an issue because antisemitism is often the 
canary in the coal mine—targeting Jews is 
often the first sign of instability in a country 
and can led to hatred in other forms.

• Antisemitism is intense in society where there is 
permission to hate, therefore we need to restore 
civil society and diminish the acceptance and 
permission to hate. 

***
While some of that information may seem grim, 

overall, I was encouraged by the speakers and 
discussions. Joining the second session was Liz Berger 
from the White House’s National Strategy to Combat 
Antisemitism. This National Strategy is the first time 
the U.S. government has identified antisemitism as an 
illness that we must stop.

There are a lot of great resources and ways that our 
community can combat antisemitism contained in that 
National Strategy, and your Federation staff is exploring 
ways to help with local initiatives and resources. If you’d 
like to learn more, please reach out at amandah@
jfreading.org 

Two local items on display at the United States Holocaust Memorial Museum, which hosted the Association of Holocaust Organizations conference in 
January. The letter is from the Federation-supported documentary “Misa’s Fugue,” created by Fleetwoood Area High School students in 2012. The 

other is an interactive exhibit with pen pals from Austria and Reading during World War II. Check out the Federation’s Facebook and Instagram for a 
video showcasing these items to learn more!
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By Amanda Wertz
Join us here at the JCC for an exciting 

new program that will be starting Tuesday, 
Feb. 6. Martha Connolly of Pilates At Any 
Age, LLC, who has been teaching Pilates 
since 2013, will be here to teach sessions 
of Pilates on Tuesday and Friday mornings 
from 10 to 11.

Her sessions will be geared toward 
older adults as they will be done from a 

mat or chair, but all levels of experience are 
welcome to attend.

She will explain the importance of 
staying active and fit and how it is essential 
for the older adult.

The cost of each session is $5, first 
class is free and JCC members get to enjoy 
Friday classes in February for free!

To register email info@jfreading.org or 
call the office at 610-921-0624. 

New Pilates classes 
about to start at the JCC

Learn about the world with Great Decisions Series
By Amanda J. Hornberger

T h e  M i d d l e  E a s t .  C l i m a t e 
technology. China. NATO. Indonesia. 
Treaties. Pandemic preparedness 
and sc ience.  These are the hot 
topic international issues that will 
be discussed at this year ’s Great 
Decisions series at the JCC.

Moderated by local professors 
from Alvernia University, Kutztown 
University and PSU Berks as well as 
community members, Great Decisions 
is the country’s largest discussion 
group on world affairs. Each week a 
different global issue will be discussed 
by the group after reading the Great 

Decision Briefing Book and watching 
the related DVD.

Our group wi l l  be meet ing on 
Monday mornings from 10:30 until 
noon at the JCC beginning Feb. 26. 
Great Decisions runs for eight weeks 
through April 15. The cost is $35 per 
book or $40 for two people sharing 

one book. We always have a lively 
and intellectual discussion and are 
welcoming new participants!

To register for Great Decisions and 
to order a copy of the Great Decisions 
Briefing Book, please contact the JCC 
at info@jfreading.org or call 610-921-
0624.

Come see the Barrer & White difference!

311 Penn Avenue, West Reading, 19611   

  BarrerAndWhite.com      610-376-3956 

Great Decisions is the name shared by a national civic-education program and publication of the Foreign Policy Association. Published annually, 
the Great Decisions briefing book highlights eight of the most thought-provoking foreign policy challenges facing Americans today. Great Decisions 

provides background information, current data and policy options for each of the eight issues and serves as the focal text for discussion groups.
Each week’s session includes a short video produced by internationally renowned scholars and a focused discussion on the issues.

$35 one person, one book or $40 two persons, one book

To register for Great Decisions and to order a copy of 
the 2024 Great Decisions Briefing Book, return form at 

bottom of this page or email: info@JFReading.org

MC/Visa/Disc/Amex  acct #_________________________________________  Exp.date__________Security code___________  
Name on Card_________________________________Billing Address______________________________________________ 
Signature____________________________________________________

Name(s)____________________________________________________________     #_____ attending      #____books
Phone___________________________   Email ____________________________________________________
$_______enclosed  ($35 one person, one book....$40 two persons, one book)   Checks to Jewish Federation of Reading 

Great Decisions 2024...Please complete & return to Jewish Federation of Reading 
by Friday, February 16 or call (610) 921-0624 or info@JFReading.org

 The Foreign Policy Association is a non-profit organization dedicated to inspiring the American 
public to learn more about the world. Founded in 1918, FPA serves as a catalyst for developing 
awareness, understanding of, and providing informed opinions on global issues.Through its 
balanced, nonpartisan programs and publications, the FPA encourages citizens to participate in 
the foreign policy process.

* February 26--Middle East Realignment with Dr. Gordon Perlmutter
* March 4--Climate Technology and Competition--group moderated
* March 11--Science Across Borders with Larry Cohen
* March 18--U.S.-China Trade Rivalry with Dr. John Stanley, Kutztown University
* March 25--NATO's Future with Dr. Randall Newnham, PSU Berks
* April 1--Understanding Indonesia with Dr. Solomon Lausch
* April 8--High Seas Treaty with Dr. Victoria Williams, Alvernia University
* April 15--Pandemic Preparedness with Larry Cohen

2024 Great Decisions
Meeting at the JCC

1100 Berkshire Blvd. Suite 125, Wyomissing
 Monday mornings 10:30 a.m. 
February 26 through April 15 

PrePare to Discuss the WorlD 
2024 Topics 
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Community rallies to bring hostages home
On Jan. 14 community 
members walked hand 
in hand in support of 
the hostages being 
held by Hamas on 

their 100th day 
of captivity. Not a 
moment goes by 

when they are not 
foremost in our minds. 

Our efforts will not 
stop until all of the 
hostages are safely 

home. 
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Lakin Preschool students make staff  proud
By Judy Lefante
and Wendy Bright

Shalom! We are very proud of our 
Lakin Preschool students. We are 
witnessing so much growth physically, 
emotionally and developmentally with 
each and every child here.

The chi ldren are enthusiast ic 
participants in all of the programs offered 
at our school, which include “I Love 
Stories,” “Kaleidoscope,” “Soccer Shots” 
and “Amazing Athletes.”

Our Chanukah celebration was 
a huge success, and we are looking 
forward to our Tu B’Shevat party. We are 
happy to welcome Gretchen Platt, who is 
helping to plan this special event.

Please mark your calendar for the 
Lakin Preschool second annual Art Show 
on Wednesday, April 10. Elyse Horowitz 
has been working with the children 
creating outstanding art pieces to be 

admired by friends and family.
Lakin celebrates many themes 

throughout the Jewish calendar year. 
Kindness is the one theme that is 
continuous within our school community. 
Some of the activities children are 
creating for Kindness Week are listening 
to stories about sharing, inclusion, using 
kind words to express ourselves and 
creating visual art.

Lakin Preschool is collecting items for 
shelter animals in our community for our 
January service project. Our tzedakah 
contributions have been amazing each 
Friday at Shabbat. We are grateful for all 
of the families who have demonstrated 
the importance of giving to those in need.

Carole Robinson will lead a special 
program for the children in February. 
She is going to bring items to Lakin and 
the children will actively participate in a 
hands-on experiment they will remember.
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Obituary
Ann Greth ,  77 ,  fo rmer ly  o f 

Wyomissing died Jan. 3. Ann was 
born in Reading, graduated from 
Central Catholic High School and was 
a member of Sacred Heart Church of 
West Reading. She worked at Ludens 
for many years before working for 

Palmer’s Chocolate for more than 30 
years, retiring in her early 70s as the 
Distribution Supervisor.  She was a 
kind and giving person who enjoyed 
sewing, reading and traveling. Ann is 
survived by her husband, Don; son 
Bradley of Wyomissing and grandson 
Austin, and a brother, sister and 
nephews.

Mazel tov to Deborah Frank on the 
birth of her eighth grandchild, Gage 
Frank, son of Joshua and Rachel 
Frank of Westport, Conn. Also her 
eldest grandchild, Eli Ginsberg, son 
of Laura Frank and Rob Ginsberg, 

of Wellesley,  Mass., recently made 
aliyah.

Send good news to Marknem@aol.
com or call 610-921-0624.

Until next time: Shalom!

Page � Shalom March 2010

Community News

Lucy  Suzanne  Knoblauch 
Zeidman, 96, Wyomissing.

Surviving are a son, Bruce F., 
husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman, of 
Shillington; a brother, Harry Knoblauch, 
husband of Edith Knoblauch, of Reading; 
a sister, Ruth Balis of Wyomissing; and 
several nieces and nephews.

---
Irene S. Zeidman, 62, Wyomissing.  

She is survived by her brother Bruce 
F., husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman 
of Shillington.

 ---
Robert Berger, 54, Reading.
He was the former spouse of Lea 

Berger, Reading. He is survived by 
two daughters, Molly R. Berger, State 
College, and Bethany S. Berger, 
Reading; and one brother, Dr. Barry M. 
Berger, husband of Kathleen A. Vieweg, 
Boston, Mass.

---
 David Moyer, 85, Reading.
 He is survived by his wife, Marjorie 

L. (Sulman) Moyer.  He is also survived 
by his daughters, Aileen D., widow 
of Neal H. Endy, of Pennside, and E. 
Roxanne, wife of Les Walker, of Batavia 
Ohio; sons, Stan B. , husband of Kristine 
K. Moyer, of Sinking Spring and Jay 
H., husband of Margaret R. Moyer, of 
Muhlenberg Township.  Other survivors 
are grandchildren: Brett A. Endy, Chad 
M. Endy and Elizabeth K. Moyer; and 
great-grandchildren, Carson N., Logan 
C., Ardyn N. and Ava L. Endy

---
Shirley Robinson of B’nai B’rith 

Apartments. Survived by her Friendship 
Circle friends.

 ---
 Louis Malamud, 95, formerly 

of Temple.  He is survived by a son, 
Mitchel, husband of Laura Malamud, 
of Las Vegas; grandchildren Barry 
husband of Johna Malamud, Deborah 
Babbit-Malamud and Sheri Malamud; 
and great-grandchildren: Jessy Babbit, 
Carly Malmud and Ian Malamud.

Obituaries

By Joan G. Friedman
Congratulations to Korey Blanck  

and to Edith Blanck on the birth of 
their new granddaughter  and great-
granddaughter!

 ***
Mazel Tov to the Bluestone Family: 

To David and Marianna on their new 
daughter and to grandparents Eric and 
Marissa.

  ***
Congratulations to Charles and 

Brenda Diamond on the engagement 
of their son Brett and to grandfather Al 
Diamond.

***
Mazel Tov to Rosalind Hyman and 

her daughter, Attorney.Cathy Hyman 

Badal, who has received the honor of 
being chosen as the Child Advocate of 
the Year for the State of Pennsylvania.

***
Best wishes to our Berks County 

athletes competing in the 2010 Maccabi 
Games:

Emily & Jared Baksic, swimming
Andrew Blickle, basketball
Matthew Eisenberg, swimming
Hannah and Alexis Glassmire, 

swimming
Brandon Missan, soccer

Until next time: Shalom!
[Email all your simcha news to joan@

friedman.net]

All Around the Town_________

 I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea!
We hear this again and again from residents of The Highlands.

• People are so friendly.
• There’s so much for me to do.
• I love the independence and

privacy at The Highlands.
• I don’t worry about my future.
• Dining is like a fine restaurant.
• My kids are so glad I’m here.
• I feel like I’m at a resort.
• This was a smart and valuable

financial decision.
• They do things first class.
• I wish I’d moved here sooner.
• I love it here!

Come tour The Highlands.
Find out first hand why it is the best place for

retirement living.
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If you’re exploring options and choices
for your retirement years, be sure to call
us for a tour.  You too can be a part of
this wonderful lifestyle.  We have every-
thing from a studio apartment to gracious
cottages.  We would love to meet you
and answer your questions.

Call for lunch and a tour today.
�10-775-2300

www.thehighlands.org
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Contact Jodi Gibble, Marketing Director

The Highlands at Wyomissing
2000 Cambridge Ave., Wyomissing, PA 19�10

�10-288-3405

You’ve worked hard to accumulate your wealth. 

Trust it to someone who will work even harder to 

grow your assets and provide you with peace of mind 

as you plan for the future. From financial planning and 

investment management to custom credit solutions, 

deposit products and more. Clermont Wealth Strategies 

– personal, focused and highly confidential.

Financial Planning

Custom Credit Solutions

Wealth Preservation & Transfer Services

Comprehensive Investment Management

Bank Deposit & Convenience Products 

Retirement Planning

CLERMONT WEALTH STRATEGIES
A T

1.866.332.8393
clermontwealth.com

Securities and Insurance Products:
Not FDIC-Insured • Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency
No Financial Institution Guarantee • May lose value • Not a deposit

READING
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Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour
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Images from
Yemin Orde

Area resident and recent college 
graduate Jessica Flamholz sent us 
these pictures from her recent visit 
to Yemin Orde, an Israeli village 
for children and youth supported 

by our Federation. 

KEEP UP WITH THE COMMUNITY
Visit www.readingjewishcommunity.org

By Laurie Waxler
The Israel Emergency Campaign 

is still going strong, raising just over 
$400,000 in record time. We are thankful 
to our Federation’s Foundation board 
who have elected to match all donations 
up to $1 million before the end of April, 
so it’s not too late if you’d like to consider 
a financial gift for humanitarian aid in 
Israel. Both the emotional and physical 
scars will go on for years to come, and 
our Campaign success will be there for 
them in their time of need.

As a Federation, we continue to 
support the efforts in Israel and keep 
those affected in our minds. Our “Run 
for their Lives” event on the 100th day 
of captivity for the hostages in Gaza 
brought about 30 people to the Reading 
Public Museum for a walk in solidarity. As 
the snowflakes began to fall in the crisp 
winter air, we were warmed by the feeling 
of doing something and subsequently 
sent our photos to Israel to let them know 
they’re not alone. Passersby sent us 
messages of strength and hope, it was 
a memorable morning.

On Jan. 24, Shahar Laskin, younger 
brother of our Shaliach, Ziv, enlisted in 
the IDF Navy.  Dropped off by his parents 
and sister, he will begin his training 
immediately and is anxious to begin 
his duty protecting the people of Israel. 
Shahar plans to serve his country for 
three years.

Our last Shaliach, Adi Shalev, has 
a sister, Moran, serving in the IDF as 
an officer in a battalion responsible for 

rescuing broken down heavy equipment 
such as tanks and Caterpillar D9s 
(armored bulldozers.)  The equipment, 
most likely knocked out of commission by 
anti-tank fire, with lives lost in the battle, 
is brought back to Israel on carriers by 
Moran and her team. 

When Adi was back in Berks County 
in late December, she talked about 
the people she knew who were killed 
or taken hostage on Oct. 7 and the 
bravery of her sister and friends fighting 
in the IDF. In Israel, everybody knows 
someone who was killed, taken hostage, 
or is currently fighting. It can feel like 
that here in the U.S. as well, but a little 
different and not nearly as ominous. It 
seems as though many in our Jewish 
community know someone who lives 
in Israel or know of someone’s family 
member who may have made Aliyah 
and joined the IDF forces. 

It’s a sad time for Israel, and the 
growing ant isemit ism across our 
country is concerning. Please know 
our Federation is doing all we can to 
continue working with our community to 
combat hate and promote unity. Join us 
in continuing to pray for the hostages 
still in Gaza and for those fighting the 
good fight in defending Israel and its 
people.

If you’d like more information on the 
war in Israel, please watch for webinars 
from various organizations posted in our 
weekly emails. If you’d like to contribute 
to the Emergency Campaign, please visit 
our website. Moran Shalev helps to rescue broken down tanks for the IDF.

Gal, Uri, Shahar and Anat Laskin. Shahar Laskin just enlisted in the IDF Navy.

Israel Emergency Campaign is going strong
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Glenn S. Corbin, OD
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Perry C. Umlauf, OD
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Leslie B. Miller, OD

WYOMISSING  
50 Berkshire Court, Wyomissing, PA 19610  

610-374-3134
DOUGLASSVILLE   

1050 Benjamin Franklin Hwy. W. 
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610-385-4333
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Myerstown, PA 17067  

717-866-1400

The Best Care In Sight!
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Thinking about buying or selling?
David Spillerman, REALTOR®
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Your World.
Under One Roof.

Please support
our advertisers.

In commemoration of Holocaust 
Remembrance Day, which was observed 
Jan. 27.
By Cindy Chronister

Mathilde always told me that there 
were good people in Vienna.  She said 
they had a German friend help them, 
but she never shared the details of that. 
Mathilde also said good people — even 
some friends — were swept up by the 
propaganda, and she didn’t know whom 
she could trust.  

Media, in all forms, played a powerful 
part in shaping the narrative and opinions 
toward Jews, which often included 
Jewish tropes and conspiracy theories.  
In essence, antisemitism became 
normalized, and as a result people didn’t 
think to speak out. 

The Nazis were skilled propagandists 
who used sophisticated advertising 
techniques and the most current 
technology of the time to spread their 
messages. Propaganda incited hatred 

and fostered a climate of indifference to 
the violence toward Jews. 

Just like Mathilde, I too am scared. 
Good people, smart people, people I 
know are being swept up by the social 
media weaponizing words and slogans 
aimed at inciting hate and violence 
toward Jews and spreading narratives of 
greed, appropriation, unmerited privilege 
and hidden power — themes strikingly 
reminiscent of familiar anti-Jewish 
conspiracy theories.  This is reminiscent 
of what me grandparents experienced. 

When I see people, celebrating, 
praising, and endorsing the barbaric acts 
Hamas carried out on Oct. 7, I’m terrified. 
I’m not an expert on antisemitism or 
the politics of the Middle East, but if 
you are going to celebrate and praise 
Hamas, a terrorist organization, for 
burning, mutilating, raping and literally 
butchering 1,200 Israelis as well as the 
barbaric treatment of the 240 hostages, 
mostly Jewish (raped, branded, made 

to watch footage of friends and family 
being murdered, caged, starved etc), 
in the name of freedom fighters and 
martyrs, I am petrified. It reminds me of 
what happened to the Jews during the 
Holocaust. 

When I see the violence that stems 
from slogans and people chanting  “gas 
the Jews/Zionists,” “intifada” and “from 
the River to the Sea” and see swastikas 
as graffiti on Holocaust memorials, 
homes and businesses and read about 
Jewish students being harassed, and 
know Jews hiding their identity, it is 
alarming: It is reminiscent of what my 
grandparents experienced.  

When I see good people support 
politicians who use propaganda to 
frame their narrative and use language 
and embrace policies that mirror Nazi 
talking points and the ideology of white 
supremacy, I’m alarmed.  Its what 
happened in my grandparents’ country. 

Despite Mathilde sharing that she felt 

most people were good, she struggled to 
trust those outside the Jewish community.  
The only care she received was from 
Jewish doctors, and she often worried 
about whether or not her bills were paid 
that she kept every bill and canceled check. 

After she passed away, we found 
thousands of dollars hidden in her 
apartment.  I never understood why 
until I began to learn Karl and Mathilde’s 
story.  When you’re terrorized, live in fear, 
worried for your safety, and your bank 
account is confiscated, you stash money 
because you never know when you might 
need to flee.  

Since Oct. 7, the Jewish community 
has experienced an unprecedented rise 
in antisemitism.  Since that time, I’ve had 
several Jewish friends say, “When do we 
know when it’s time to leave,” a question 
I know my grandparents and great-
grandparents certainly wrestled with.   

I am the granddaughter of two 
Holocaust survivors.  

Mathilde’s Holocaust story still resonates today
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By Carole Robinson
O c c a s i o n a l l y 

forgett ing a date, 
word or appointment 
might be attributed 
to healthy aging, as 
is a slight difficulty 
in paying attention 
or multitasking. We 
all forget people’s 
names (when I have 
all seven grandkids 
at my house, I can’t keep anyone’s name 
straight!) or misplace items (my husband 
now carries a shoulder bag to help with his 
frequent loss of keys and wallets).

Although mild forgetfulness is frequently 
a normal part of aging, having more 
trouble coming up with words than others 
of the same age or struggling with more 
complex planning or tasks, like balancing 
a checkbook, might be indications of mild 
cognitive impairment (MCI).  A person with 
MCI experiences a slight decline in their 
memory or ability to think clearly, but it 
does not interfere with daily routines or their 
ability to function independently. 

While MCI is not dementia, 10-15% of 
people with MCI may develop dementia. 
According to the Alzheimer’s Association 
(2023), 6.7 million Americans age 65 and 
older are living with a form of dementia.  
Dementia causes activities that were once 
easy and familiar to become challenging and 
frustrating. One of the most common signs 
of Alzheimer’s is forgetting recently learned 
information. People with dementia may:

• have trouble holding a conversation 
• repeat questions and stories 

multiple times  

• often get time or place confused 
• find it difficult to plan or solve 

problems, such as following a 
familiar recipe or keeping track of 
monthly bills.  

We all know how frustrating it is when 
you misplace an item (just ask my husband), 
but have you ever thought how maddening 
it must be to experience a mental decline? 
In order to better understand what it’s 
like living with dementia, I volunteered 
to participate in a dementia simulation 
experience at Mifflin Court in Shillington.

After being led to a furnished one-
bedroom apartment, I was given earplugs, 
taped up glasses and thick gloves.  The 
earplugs restricted my hearing, the 
glasses impaired my vision, and the gloves 
impeded my dexterity. However, I could still 
understand and follow the directions given 
by Rick Knerr, Director of Memory Care 
for Mifflin Court, until music blasted from 
a boom box.  

Then, I was given rapid instructions, 
none of which I could fully comprehend, 
catching only an occasional word. I was 
having a hard time seeing, I couldn’t hear, 
my fingers weren’t cooperating, and I was 
totally confused, though I thought I heard 
the word “bedroom.” I headed into the dimly 
lit bedroom, assuming I would be able to 
figure out the required task. I saw a dresser 
strewn with articles of clothing.  

As a mother of four, I figured my job was 
to put the laundry away, so I awkwardly 
folded the clothing with my bulky gloves and 
placed it in drawers. Everything else looked 
like it was in place, so I headed to the 
kitchenette area where I found scattered 
utensils. I quickly (or as quickly as my 

gloved hands and loss of vision allowed) 
sorted the silverware, then noticed bills 
and blank checks on the table. I laboriously 
wrote out several checks, squinting over 
and over to make sure I had the information 
correct. Then, I rewarded myself by coloring 
a picture using every colored marker on 
the table, though I couldn’t master staying 
in the lines. 

Proud of myself for getting my jobs 
done, I headed to Rick and handed him my 
paraphernalia.  Then, he told me his actual 
simple directions. I wasn’t even close! In 
the bedroom, I needed to find the red scarf 
and the blue necklace and put them on. In 
the kitchen, the assignment was to count 
out four spoons. At the kitchen table, I was 
supposed to pay the utility bill and then use 
the orange marker to color the snowman’s 
hat.  Whoops!

I walked out of the bedroom into my own 
reality where I could see, hear and think 
clearly.  Though I only was handicapped 
for a brief time, this exercise helped me 
understand the limitations, challenges, 
and frustrations a person struggling with 
dementia faces every day.

More importantly, it was a reminder 
that if you are interacting with someone 
with dementia, you need to be sensitive 
to their needs and their feelings, treating 
them with patience and allowing them to 
maintain their dignity.

Carey Mull igan, an actress who 
witnessed her grandmother’s dementia 
demise, put it eloquently, “Those with 
dementia are still people, and they still have 
stories, and they still have character, and 
they are all individuals…they just need to 
be interacted with on a human level.”

The Dementia Experience
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Food Pantry

Friendship Circle

Counseling Services

Transportation

Financial Assistance

Hospital and

   Home Visitations   

Living with Loss

Information and

   Referral   

Case Management

Holiday Programs

Ziv Laskin and Oleg Umanov, left, carrying boxes of shelf-stable foods, and Jacob Silesia loads groceries into cars at the JFS Food Pantry.

Community volunteers keep pantries going
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Louise Zeidman enjoying a program 
on Healthy Aging presented by 
Iwona Boraks-Pielechaty from 

the Pennsylvania Department of 
Health at Jewish Family Service’s 

Friendship Circle program. 
Friendship Circle programs are 

held twice a month on Thursdays at 
1 p.m. An optional lunch is served, 

followed by an entertaining or 
informative program, activity or 

holiday celebration.

More education and fun at Friendship Circle
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Internship-mentorship 
continues amid war

Israel21c.org
“Over the last 17 years, I’ve been 

involved in an effort to establish a 
‘Palestinian startup nation’ because I 
think it’s important for everyone in the 
region. I still think it’s important,” said 
Yadin Kaufmann.

“Now is a very difficult time to think about 
anything cooperative after the horrors of Oct. 
7. It’s been devastating for everybody and 
there’s no excusing it. But it doesn’t mean 
all Palestinians are our enemies, even as 
we fight Hamas,” he said.

Kaufmann is founder and chairman of 
the Palestinian Internship Program and 
Sadara Ventures, the first venture capital 
firm for the Palestinian tech sector. He also 
founded Tmura – The Israeli Public Venture 
Fund, which lets early-stage companies 
participate in corporate philanthropy. 

He started PIP in 2014 to help Arab 
information technology students from 
East Jerusalem and the Palestinian 
Authority territories find paid internships 
after finishing their degrees. While there 
are other programs for Israeli Arabs, PIP 
targets two populations in a different 
citizenship category.

“The idea was, let’s give these 
talented and ambitious young people 
that first job opportunity, which they can 
then take back and use to help build the 
Palestinian economy,” Kaufmann said.

PIP matches new graduates and 
young professionals with Israeli tech 
companies, as well as multinationals with 
a presence in Israel, such as Google, Intel 
and Microsoft. Workshops, meetups and 
networking events are held before, during 
and after the six-month internships. 

“So far, 103 alumni have done PIP 
internships, and they tell us that we 
provided a lifechanging opportunity to 
work in an Israeli company,” Kaufmann 
said. 

“After PIP, most of them get jobs, some 
go on to graduate studies, and for both it 
changes their attitude about working with 
Israelis. For most of them, it’s the first 
time they have had a relationship with 
Israelis, and vice versa.”

One past participant, Dalia Hajhamad, 
says that her PIP internship with the 
nonprofit Gulf Red Med took her to Dubai. 

“The experience was very challenging, 
but it had a huge impact on my growth. 
The skills I learned in PIP’s workshops 
influence how I approach projects that I 
am working on now. I’ve found that when 
I’m required to learn new skills today, it 
is less difficult and intimidating because 
of the experience and abilities I gained 
during my internship,” says Hajhamad.

Kaufmann says that though PIP’s 
progress has been curtailed by the war, he 
is hopeful that recruitment and internships 
will go forward in the next cycle.

Several scheduled internships had 
to be put on hold in the aftermath of the 
Hamas attacks. 

“That was a huge blow, and everyone 
is eagerly awaiting the chance to resume 
the process in the future,” PIP Executive 
Director Anna Gol-Dekel said. 

Many companies can’t take on interns 
now because they have employees 
serving in the reserves, or have 
experienced the deaths of employees or 
their relatives. Furthermore, they cannot 
get entry permits for West Bank residents 
during the war. 

“It is hard,” Gol-Dekel admits. “There’s 
a lot of pain, anguish and anger. My staff 
and I are doing what we can to offer 
support. We are taking a step back from 
our outward-facing activities and focusing 
on check-ins and conversations with 
participants and alumni.”

Because aside from professional 
development, she says, “we are focused 
on community. To help our participants build 
that professional community, they need to 
know they have someone to talk to.”

Kaufmann adds that a few Palestinian 
participants “have told us they don’t want 
to be involved any longer, and others say 
they cannot be active right now in alumni 
programming. We respect that. We’re not 
forcing anybody to do anything. We hope 
they will come back in a few months.”

PIP is beginning to offer some 
programming for those willing to retain 
their involvement, including resume 
writing skills and other workshops. 

“Improving people’s situation and getting 
people speaking and working together is 
better than the alternative,” he says.

PIP also encompasses the Palestinian 
Mentorship Program, connect ing 
Palestinian entrepreneurs and senior 
executives – including some from Gaza 
— with business and tech leaders from 
around the world.

“Four of our Gaza mentees came 
to an event we had last August in 
Herzliya,” Kaumann notes. Obviously, 
connections at that level “will take a while 
to reestablish.” Meanwhile, PMP is in 
touch with all 15 mentees living in Gaza.

Some of the other PMP mentees 
are still meeting with their mentors, says 
Gol-Dekel, determined to work with their 
partners to move their businesses forward. 

“Despite the chal lenges, high 
emotions, and suffering people are 
experiencing during the war, we’ve 
been receiving support from participants 
and volunteer mentors stressing the 
importance of the work we are doing. 
It’s uplifting to hear, because a lot of 
organizations are struggling now with 
cross-border work,” she says. 

“Among our mentor pool, which is 
international — Arabs and non-Jews as 
well as Jews — it’s a mixed bag. Some 
mentors tell us they need to take a step 
back, some have experienced immediate 
loss and need to focus inward, and we’ve 
been supporting them too,” Gol-Dekel 
says. 

By Ziv Laskin
It’s great to be back! I recently 

returned from Germany and the 
Netherlands after a two-week trip. It 
was a delightful time and an enriching 
experience. Besides being excited 
to see my girlfriend, Miryam, I was 
curious about the experience of being 
an Israeli-Jew in Europe during the ongoing war in Israel.

My initial experience occurred at passport control. 
When I presented my Israeli passport to the officer at 
the desk, to my astonishment, he started speaking to 
me in Hebrew! In Amsterdam, nearly 1 million people 
reside, with 20,000 among them being Jewish.

Being a Shaliach involves serving as a connection 

between Israel and Jewish and non-Jewish communities 
worldwide. It doesn’t necessarily entail working for the 
Jewish Agency of Israel or something like that; it’s about 
being present and proud.

For instance, my girlfriend’s family and friends 
expressed firm support for Israel and concern for my family 
and the people of Israel. Moreover, random individuals I 
encountered were keen to hear about my experiences in 
Israel and seemed positively disposed toward the country.

Throughout Germany and the Netherlands, one 
frequently encounters inscriptions against antisemitism 
and demonstrations, such as human chains around 
synagogues like the one in Dusseldorf, symbolizing 
resistance against antisemitism. In Amsterdam, Anne 
Frank holds significant historical importance. At IJ-Hallen, 

Europe’s largest flea market, there’s a massive painting 
of Anne Frank with the inscription, ‘Let me be myself’.

While my overall impression was largely positive, I 
did come across two pro-Palestine protests and noticed 
some Palestinian flags displayed on houses. One of the 
museums I visited had an anti-Israel exhibit in the waiting 
line, including an image of an IDF soldier with a Star of 
David on his helmet aiming a gun at a Palestinian woman.

Despite this, I felt comfortable openly identifying as 
an Israeli-Jew and wearing my Star of David necklace. 
Germany and the Netherlands are incredibly beautiful 
countries, and their people are hospitable. Miryam and 
I had a wonderful time together especially exploring 
Amsterdam, so if you’re planning a trip to Europe, feel 
free to ask for recommendations.

Israeli Jews treated warmly in Europe



February 2024 SHALOM Page 13

Moms from Israel trip reunite for Day of  Service

In Sinkable, Daniel Stone spins a fascinating tale of history, science, 
and obsession, uncovering the untold story of the Titanic not as a ship 

but as a shipwreck. He explores generations of eccentrics, like 
American Charles Smith, whose 1914 recovery plan using a 

synchronized armada of ships bearing electromagnets was complex, 
convincing, and utterly impossible; Jack Grimm, a Texas oil magnate 

who fruitlessly dropped a fortune to find the wreck after failing to find 
Noahʼs Ark; and the British Doug Woolley, a former pantyhose 

factory worker who has claimed, since the 1960s, to be the true owner 
of the Titanic wreckage.

JEWISH FEDERATION OF
READING/BERKS

1100 BERKSHIRE BLV. // SUITE 125
WYOMISSING, PA 19610

Call 610-921-0624 to RSVP
or visit www.readingjewishcommunity.org for information!

Daniel Stone is a writer on science, history, and the 
environment, as well as the author of the national 
bestselling The Food Explorer: The True Adventures 
of the Globe-Trotting Botanist Who Transformed 
What America Eats. Heʼs a former staff writer for 
National Geographic and a former White House 
correspondent for Newsweek.

Daniel will be leading a virtual discussion with 
attendees on his book Sinkable.

This program is brought to us by Literatour 
Berks, The Jewish Federation of Reading & 
Berks, and the Exeter Community Library.

AUTHOR OF: SINKABLE
DANIEL STONE

FEBRUARY 20TH, 2024
12:00 PM AT THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF READING/BERKS

VIRTUAL NOONTIME KNOWLEDGE

Two Ways to Enjoy:
• Viewing party at JCC with light refreshments. Join 

us in-person to view this LIVE virtual presentation.
• Zoom link from your home.

Zoom link for Event

Six of the moms who traveled together to Israel in July 2022 for the MOMentum program gathered with their children at the MLK Youth Day of Service.
The group maintains contact, and the friendships continue. 
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Jewish Federations 
of North America

Jewish Federations of North America 
recently hosted #ShabbatofLove, with 
more than 30,000 individuals participating 
across North America and over 230 partner 
organizations coming together to build 
more Jewish love, light, and pride in our 
world over one Shabbat.

In partnership with the Orthodox 
Union, Strauss Bakery, and David’s 
Cookies, together, we broke the world 
record for the longest challah. Measuring 
at 35 feet and 2 inches and weighing 
in at a remarkable 400 pounds. Thirty 
volunteers carried it into Congregation 
Rodeph Sholom in New York City to share 
with the community. Click here to see a 

video of the challah’s creation.
We are overwhelmed by the community 

support of #ShabbatofLove. Several well-
known figures, including Julian Edelman, 
Adam Ray, and Matt Friend, helped reflect 
on the meaning of Shabbat and why 
Shabbat of Love was so needed. The 
Orthodox Union also featured Shabbat of 
Love on a billboard in New York’s Times 
Square during the week leading up to 
Jan.19.

In collaboration with Hillel, individuals 
had the opportunity to submit letters of 
support to students on college campuses. 
These letters were sent to campuses 
across North America, and many shared 
them with Shabbat of Love Friday night 
dinner attendees.

Record broken during 
Shabbat of  Love

Alvernia University hosted the World Affairs Council for a discussion 
on the Israeli Gaza conflict. From left, World Affairs Council of Berks 
President David Bean moderates a Q&A with Federation CEO Brian 

Chartock and Rubina Tareen from Albright College.

Discussion on Israeli conflict
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SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2024
AWARD PRESENTATION AT 6:00 PM

COCKTAILS & HEAVY HORS D’OEUVRES
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

THE RUTH & IRVIN BALIS
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION AWARD

WILL BE PRESENTED TO

SAVE THE DATE

STEVEN LEVINE

04.13.24

OCTOBER 19 NOVEMBER 2 + 16 DECEMBER 7+21

JANUARY 4+18 FEBRUARY 1+15 MARCH  7+21

kESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE
555 WARWICK DRIVE  WYOMISSING, PA 19606

PLEASE HELP US MAKE A MINYAN ON
THE FIRST AND THIRD THURSDAYS  OF
EVERY  MONTH SO THOSE NEEDING TO

SAY KADDISH ARE ABLE TO. 

ALL ARE WELCOME

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 
ROBERT SCHNEIER

(484) 987-4805
ROBERTBSCHNEIER@GMAIL.COM

DO A MITZVAH

MINYAN STARTS AT 7:30 PM AND LASTS
20-25 MINUTESOCTOBER 19 NOVEMBER 2 + 16 DECEMBER 7+21

JANUARY 4+18 FEBRUARY 1+15 MARCH  7+21

kESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE
555 WARWICK DRIVE  WYOMISSING, PA 19606

PLEASE HELP US MAKE A MINYAN ON
THE FIRST AND THIRD THURSDAYS  OF
EVERY  MONTH SO THOSE NEEDING TO

SAY KADDISH ARE ABLE TO. 

ALL ARE WELCOME

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 
ROBERT SCHNEIER

(484) 987-4805
ROBERTBSCHNEIER@GMAIL.COM

DO A MITZVAH

MINYAN STARTS AT 7:30 PM AND LASTS
20-25 MINUTES

Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom celebrates Happy Hour during a special event Jan. 18 at Building 24 in Wyomissing.

RCOS celebrates Happy Hour
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American Jewish Committee
The American Jewish Committee 

in January released new data showing 
that an overwhelming consensus of 
Americans — Jews and the general 
public — support Holocaust education 
in public schools and measures to 
invest in resources to teach about 
the Holocaust and to assess the 
effectiveness of these lessons. 

As part of AJC publ ic opinion 
surveys conducted this past fall, a 
vast majority of Americans say it is 
important to them for: 

Publ ic schools to invest more 
resources in teaching age-appropriate 
lessons about the Holocaust for all 
students (91% for American Jews and 
85% for U.S. adults);

Statewide studies to be conducted 
to assess how effectively public-school 

districts are teaching the Holocaust 
(87% for American Jews and 81% for 
U.S. adults);

State and local governments to 
include contemporary antisemitism 
in public school curricula (86% for 
American Jews and 75% for U.S. 
adults); and 

State and local governments to 
include Jewish studies within the ethnic 
studies or history curricula in public 
schools (77% for American Jews and 
72% for U.S. adults)

All four of these action items echo 
steps outlined in the U.S. National 
Strategy to Counter Antisemitism 
released by the Biden Administration 
last May. AJC is leading the effort 
to implement the National Strategy, 
which includes dozens of  AJC’s 
recommendations from AJC’s Call 

to Action Against Antisemitism in 
America.

AJC’s State of Antisemitism in 
America 2022 Report revealed that 
Americans who know more about 
the Holocaust are more l ikely to 
know what antisemitism is, that it is a 
problem in the United States, and that 
it has increased in the past five years, 
compared to those who know less 
about the Holocaust.

“As we mark nearly 80 years since 
the liberation of Auschwitz on January 
27, 1945, we need to take stock 
of historical revisionism and how 
Holocaust denial has grown, and 
continues to grow, as the last living 
generation of survivors continues 
to grow smal ler,”  said AJC CEO 
Ted Deutch. “Last year ’s State of 
Antisemitism in America Report showed 

how knowledge of the Holocaust 
correlates to a better understanding of 
antisemitism. If we are going to combat 
antisemitism, effective Holocaust 
education is a key and vital tool. At 
the same time, we should not only rely 
on Holocaust education to confront 
antisemitism. We also need to ensure 
the inclusion of Jewish narratives and 
Jewish history in ethnic studies and 
history curricula. Our 2023 survey 
showed overwhelming agreement 
among Jews and non-Jews about the 
importance of such education.”

The  ques t ions  on  Ho locaus t 
education initiatives are included in 
AJC’s State of Antisemitism in America 
2023 Report  based on a survey of U.S. 
Jews and a comparison study of U.S. 
adults conducted in late 2023. The full 
report will be available in February.

Survey finds wide support for Holocaust education

JFS TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM
This program provides transportation to members of the Jewish community, age 60 and over or those with disabilities, 

who have no other way of getting around. It allows participants to retain their independence and keeps them from 
becoming homebound and isolated. It can be used for medical appointments, synagogue attendance,  shopping and 

other errands.

It is easy to participate. Purchase a book of 25 taxi tickets from the Federation at a cost of $25. Each coupon 
is worth $3. The phone number for Reading Metro Taxi is printed on the ticket book. Call the company and 

arrange your ride. At the end of the ride, sign your coupon(s) before giving them to the driver. Tipping is left to 
the passenger’s discretion. The coupon does not include the cost of tipping.

This program is subsidized by the Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks

By Carole Robinson
and Sari Incledon

 Jewish Family Service social 
workers visit Jewish patients at local 
hospitals, senior communities, nursing 
homes and rehab centers.

Our goal in these visits is both 
to be friendly and supportive at a 
difficult time, and to provide access to 
social services that supplement and 
complement the case managers at 
these locations.

If you or a loved one is at a local 
hospital or nursing home and would like 
a visit, please call us.

If you or a loved one are treated 
at a hospital out of our area we are 
also available for follow-up visits upon 
discharge.

At times of ill health, stress or crisis, 
families are often looking for information 
about home care, transportat ion 
services, senior communities, nursing 
homes and rehabs. This is what we’re 
here for.

Please call Jewish Family Service 
social workers for help at 610-921-
0624.

JFS 
hospital, 

outpatient 
visits
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Check out these must-see Israeli movies
Israel21c.org

A melting pot of many different 
peoples, Israeli culture can be hard to 
grasp fully through anything but movies. 

From classic films that paint a picture of 
what life was like for Jewish immigrants in the 
1950s and ’60s, to portraits of communities 
often left out of the mainstream, movies let 
you immerse yourself in Israeli life. 
“Alex Holeh Ahava (Alex is Lovesick)”

This is about puppy love and hilariously 
eccentric families. Set during the hard times 
and uncertainty of the 1950s, this comedy 
sheds a quirky light on a newly established 
state, filled with new immigrants of all 
backgrounds trying to find their way and 
make ends meet in a foreign land.
“Eskimo Limon (Lemon Popsicle)” series

A series of raunchy slapst ick 
comedies co-written and directed by 
Boaz Davidson, this series is made up 
of some of the most recognizable and 
beloved films in Israel pop-culture. The 
films follow three friends as they get into 
all kinds of wild predicaments.

Bourekas films
These movies dealt with fundamental 

changes in Israeli society a half-century 
ago, such as relations between Ashkenazi 
and Mizrahi Jewish immigrants.

“Kazablan” is known as the Israeli 
“West Side Story.” Taking place in Jaffa, it 
stars singer and actor Yehoram Gaon as 
the head of a local gang, who falls for a 
girl of Ashkenazi background. Complete 
with dancing and musical numbers, and 
tales of rival gangs, it is a must-see for 
anyone who wants to take a deeper look 

into early Israeli culture.
“Hagiga B’Snooker” contains an 

immortalized scene printed on Israeli 
posters (and sometimes hung in Israeli 
bureka shops) of a character goofily 
trying to trick a rabbi into believing he is 
a religious Jew, while his mouth is filled 
with bureka pastry. The story involves twin 
brothers — one pious and one a hoodlum 
— who run a bar where people go to play 
snooker, otherwise known as “pool.”  

Cult comedies
“Mivtza Savta (Operation Grandma)” 

spawned the phrase “I can’t talk about it, 
the enemy is listening,” as well as others 
that Israelis still work into conversations 
to this day.  It is the story of three brothers 
from a small kibbutz in the Negev  and 
their joint misadventure to bring their 
dead grandmother to their home kibbutz 
to be buried.

“Saving Shuli” stars the popular comedy 
trio Ma Kashur. It revolves around Avihu 
(Tzion  Baruch), who flies to Columbia with 
friends to rescue his son Shuli, who was 
kidnapped by a local drug kingpin. The film 
received mixed reviews from critics, but 
was a hit among Israeli audiences

Exploring cultures
“Sand Storm” is a love story set in a 

Bedouin desert village. This all-Arabic movie 
is a rare look inside Israel’s Bedouin culture. 
The beautiful scenery, and heartbreaking 
love story of a girl who falls in love with a boy 
from a rival tribe, are just two reasons why the 
film was shown in festivals across Europe.

“Fill the Void” looks into the life of 
a Hasidic woman set to marry, until a 

great tragedy turns her life upside down. 
It depicts the world of Hasidic Jews in 
Israel. Filmed and produced by Rama 
Burshtein, it was the first Orthodox 
Jewish woman to make a full-length 
feature film for international distribution.

The comedy-drama “Seven Blessings”  
is set in 1990s Jerusalem and follows the 
story of one Jewish-Moroccan family. 
When Marie finds out that her mother’s 
sister is in fact her biological mother, she 
is left hurt and confused. But she soon 
finds out the family was only following 
decades-long Moroccan-Jewish tradition 
when she was switched at birth, and she 
should, in fact, be thankful. 

“Hakala HaSurit (The Syrian Bride),” a 
story of sacrifice, takes place in a Druze 
village in the Golan Heights, where a 
young woman is promised to a successful 
Syrian suitor living on the other side of 
the border. Prepared to leave her family 
behind, she finds her goodbyes and 
subsequent wedding delayed as she 
must deal with the bureaucracy of two 
very different countries. It is a testament 
to how international conflicts affect 
the lives of everyday citizens and how 
ordinary people can learn to rise above.

“Live and Become” is the story of an 
adopted Christian Ethiopian boy posing 
as a Jew in Israel. This award-winning 
French-produced film shows the touching 
and raw reality of an immigrant’s life. 

Political movies
“Incitement” follows the events that led 

to the assassination of late Prime Minister 
Yitzhak Rabin by Yigal Amir.  As Amir’s 
personal life takes a hit, the student finds 
solace in right-wing activism. His views 
become more and more radicalized as 
the political environment of the time gets 
flooded with incitement. 

“Golda” was produced by a UK 
production company but directed by 
Israel’s Oscar-winning director Guy 
Nattiv and has a majority Israeli cast. Set 
in 1973, the film follows Prime Minister 
Golda Meir as she navigates the days 
following the breakout of the Yom Kippur 

War. The film faced criticism for casting 
British non-Jew Helen Mirren as Meir. 
Mirren was initially cast following the 
request from Meir’s grandson Gideon. 

War movies
“G i va t  Ha l f on  (Ha l f on  H i l l ) ” 

lightheartedly pokes fun at the IDF 
while also getting in plenty of personal 
shenanigans and jokes about soldiers 
who are just winging it as they go along.

“Zero Motivation” shines a spotlight 
on soldiers with sometimes tragically 
boring desk jobs. The film shows the 
nitty-gritty of the daily grind of army life 
in a tragicomic way.

“Rock the Casbah” takes place during 
the First Intifada. Set in 1989 Gaza, it 
follows four soldiers on a rooftop of a 
Palestinian family home, in a stakeout for 
the killer of one of the troops. The stress 
takes its toll and the tensions among 
soldiers begin to grow. 

Award winners
“Sallah Shabati” stars “Fiddler on the 

Roof” actor Chaim Topol, who plays a 
Mizrachi Jewish immigrant who is given 
one broken down roomto share with his 
pregnant wife and seven children. 

“The Band’s Visit,” later turned into 
a stage musical, tells the story of the an 
Egyptian orchestra’s misadventure in a 
fictional town. The visitors soon learn that 
they are not so different from the Israelis 
who take them in and care for them while 
they wait to board the next available bus.

“Waltz with Bashir” is a trip into the 
world of one Israeli soldier’s PTSD 
stemming from his fighting in the first 
Lebanon War in 1982. It is a dark 
and provocative yet thought-provoking 
journey, narrated in English and Hebrew.

“Medurat Hashevet (Campfire)” is the 
story of a widow and her two daughters 
trying to make the most of life in newly 
formed Israeli settlements.

“Ahed’s Knee” drew controversy at 
the time of its release. It references a 
contentious Palestinian activist and explores 
the topic of free speech in Israel. It won the 
Jury Prize at the 2021 Cannes Film Festival.
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10













Continued from Page 5
silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County
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GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Contributions as of Aug. 18
Evelyn S. Thompson Nursery School Scholarship Fund
In memory of:

Marjorie “Tootie” Moyer - Helene Berne, Judy Synammon, Debbie & David 
Goldberg

Robert Kauffman - Beth & Bob Caster

Lakin Holocaust Library & Resource Center
In memory of:

Robert Kauffman - Sid & Esther Bratt,  Evelyn & Jay Lipschutz 
George Eligman - George Viener

Jewish Family Service
In memory of: 

Marjorie “Tootie” Moyer - Lila & Janine Shapiro, Louise Zeidman, James & 
Georganne Shepherd, Friendship Circle

Renee Seidel - Alan & Susan Weisberg, Mariette Jacobson
Pauline Himmelberger - Corinne & Andy Wernick  
Hannah Piskin - Joan Sherman & Debra Montanino 
Korey Blanck - Jonathan & Jan Simon

Friendship Circle
In memory of: 

Marjorie “Tootie” Moyer - Theresa & Gene Gaumer, Judy & Jack Seidel, Sylvia 
Wenger, Jim & Susan Allison, Jon & Joyce Sandberg, Janet Sulman-Pratt & Robert 
Pratt, Lynn & Gail & Alex Row

Pauline Himmelberger -  Jonathan & Jan Simon 

Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In memory of:

Marjorie “Tootie” Moyer -  Avis & Jeff Lewis, Wendy Neuhs
Ivan Botvin -Vic & Dena Hammel

Jewish Family Service Food Pantry
In memory of:

Ivan Botvin - Margo Thomas

PJ Library
In memory of:

Ann Robinson - George Viener
Robert Kauffman - George Viener
Ivan Botvin - George Viener
Marcia Eligman - George Viener
Jeanne Winston - George Viener 

In honor of:
Mark and Sharon Melnick’s 40th wedding anniversary - Rebecca Robinson, 

Benjamin & Kari Robinson

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  
Jewish Family Service    
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    
JFS Food Bank     
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  
Doris Levin Fund     
Sue B. Viener Memorial Fund for PJ Library 
Harry & Rose Sack Fund    
Evelyn Thompson Fund    

✡  

Shabbat Candle Lightings Torah Portions

  
 
 
September 1 
7:18 pm  
 
September 8                                                                                                    

 
 
 
September 2/16 Elul 
Ki Tavo (Deuteronomy 26:1-29:9) 
 
September 9/23 Elul 

7:07 pm                                                                    
 

Nitzavim-Vayelech (Deuteronomy 29:10-30:20) 
 

September 15 
6:55 p.m. 
 
September 22                                                                      
6:43 p.m.    
 
September 29 
6:32 p.m. 
                                                                                                                    

September 16 
Rosh Hashanah 
 
September 23/8 Tishri 
Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32:1-52) 
 
September 30 
Sukkot 

✡ Shevat-Adar 

Shabbat Candle Lightings Torah Portions

 
 
 
February 2 
5:05 p.m. 
 
February 9 
5:14 p.m. 
 
February 16 
5:22 p.m.       
 
February 23 
5:30 p.m. 
                                                                                                    

 
 
 
February 3/24 Shevat 
Yitro (Exodus 18:1-20:23) 
 
February 10/1 Adar 
Mishpatim (Exodus 21:1-24:18) 
 
February 17/8 Adar 
Terumah (Exodus 25:1-27:19) 
 
February 24/15 Adar 
Tetzaveh (Exodus 27:20-30:10) 
 

Follow us on social media! 

Jewish Federation of Reading & 
Jewish Cultural Center of Reading 

         @jfedreadingberks 

 

Don’t forget to share your email with us to keep on 
the latest Community news! 

Send us an email at info@jfreading.org to get 
added to our email l ist! 
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Join Rabbi Yosef Lipsker, 6 Sundays, Feb 4th - Mar
10th 2024 9:00 AM - 10:30 AM at Chabad of Berks.
$75.00 per participant, book included.

This Program Proudly Sponsored by Dr. Jerome
Marcus

wwww.myjli.com

NON-PROFIT ORG.
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PAID
READING, PA 
PERMIT NO. #50

Join Rabbi Yosef Lipsker, 6 Sundays, Feb 4th - Mar
10th 2024 9:00 AM - 10:30 AM at Chabad of Berks.
$75.00 per participant, book included.

This Program Proudly Sponsored by Dr. Jerome
Marcus

wwww.myjli.com

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
READING, PA 
PERMIT NO. #50

Tu B’Shevat celebrations

Tu B’Shevat celebrations at Chabad included a special Havdalah service and a celebration at the monthly Torah & Tea gathering. The program featured the engraving of beautiful 
wood burning boards.
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10
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silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County
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Contributions as of Jan. 19
Jewish Family Service
In memory of:

Robert Hammel - Elliot and Doris Leisawitz, Sharon and Julian Syret 
Esther Cooper - Vic and Dena Hammel, Helene and Henry Singer
Ann Greth - Ellen and Paul Schwartz, Sharon and Julian Syret
Berna Sherman - Sue and Mike Fararra
Robert Hammel - Sharon and Julian Syret
Judy Jacobs - Sharon and Julian Syret
Gerald Levine - Sharon and Julian Syret

Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In memory of:

Robert Hammel - Anzie Golden, Ellis and Lisa Block
Berna Sherman - Marilyn Wademan, Claudia Joseph
Esther Cooper - Victoria and Howard Hafetz 

Evelyn F. Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Robert Hammel - Beth & Bob Caster

Israel Emergency Relief Fund
In memory of:

Robert Hammel - Jerry and Madeline Abramson

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  
Jewish Family Service    
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    
JFS Food Bank     
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  
Doris Levin Fund     
Sue B. Viener Memorial Fund for PJ Library 
Harry & Rose Sack Fund    
Evelyn Thompson Fund    
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ADVANCED LEADERSHIP GIFTS
$25,000 +
Shirley Boscov
Howard and Victoria Hafetz
Victor and Dena Hammel
Richard L Henry Memorial Fund
Irvin G. and Beatrice M Shaffer Fund

LEADERSHIP GIFTS
$10,000 +
Paul and Roberta Kozloff
Meir and Haia Mazuz
Henry and Helene Singer
Isadore and Anna Oritsky-Gladys and Eli 
Skaist Philanthropic Fund

MAJOR GIFTS
$5,000 +
Jeffrey and Lynn Driben
David and Debbie Goldberg
Jill Henry
Michael Krumholz
Larry Rotenberg
Bill and Anne Sedlis
Russ and Esther Shanahan
Rosalye Levine and Richard J Yashek 
Family Fund

PACESETTER GIFTS
$2,400 +
Sidney and Esther Bratt
Irving and Arlene Ehrlich
Marc and Marcia Filstein
Neil Hoffman
Michael and Luba Karchevsky
Michael Kastenbaum
Judith Kraines
Kenneth and Maralyn Lakin
Robert and Yvonne Oppenheimer
Gordon and Carol Perlmutter
Paul and Ellen Schwartz
Jonathan and Janice Simon
Laurie and Andrew Waxler

SPECIAL GIFTS
$1,000 +
Marshall and Ellen Azrael
Wendy Babitt
The Benevity Community Impact Fund
Jeff and Sheila Bornstein
Eunice Boscov
James Boscov
Stephen and Jan Carlson
Robert and Beth Caster
Corby Drone and Leah Rotenberg
Steven Finkel
Deborah Frank
Thomas and Miriam Gavigan
Jeffry and Janet Gernsheimer
Deborah Goodman
Radene Gordon-Beck and Hugh Beck
Carol Greenberg
Benjamin and Michele Leisawitz
Elliott and Doris Leisawitz
Alan and Lisa Levine
Brian and Holly Michelson
Paul and Ellen Mitnick
Cantor Ted and Karen Prosnitz

James Rothstein and Sharon Scullin
Albert and Nancy Sack
Roger S. Schein
James and Judith Schwank
Richard and Mindy Small
George Viener
Jeffrey Sternlieb and Andrea Watkins
Andrew and Corinne Wernick

SPONSOR GIFTS
$500 +
Anonymous
Jonathan and Mary Anne Avins
George and Cynthia Balchunas
Ronald and Sharon Berman
Amy Besser
Glenn and Gaye Corbin
Scott and Sandy Davis
Michael and Sue Farrara
Kalmen and Margaret Feinberg
Michael and Susan Fromm
Jacob and Jennifer Gurwitz
The Historical Society of Berks County
John and Sari Incledon
Don and Judith Karabelnik
Herbert and Noel Karasin
Alvin and Betsy Katz
Jennifer Koosed and Rob Seesengood
Michelle Kornblit
Stephen and Carrie Latman
Jesse and Jessica Leisawitz
Yosef and Chana Lipsker
Igor and Nora Maidansky
Paul Mintz and Solange Israel-Mintz
Paul and Sheina Missan
Jody and Michael Musso
Mark and Geraldine Nemirow
Michael Pardo
Michael and Carole Robinson
Seth and Barbara Rosenzweig
Lila Shapiro
Joan Sherman and Debra Montanino
Michael and Phyllis Warshaw
Alan and Susan Weisberg
Jerome and Pamela Weisberg
Norman Wilikofsky
Susan Wilson
Emanuel and Yvonne Wittels
Louise Zeidman

COMMUNITY GIFTS
$118 +
Donald and Ellen Abramson
Anonymous
Anonymous
Mary Jane Asher
James and Jackye Barrer
Martin and Norma Beckerman
Barbara Bender
David and Marianna Bluestone
Mel and Susan Blum
Sharon Brown
Michael and Barbara Charnoff
Bruce Cohen
Robert and Mindy Coopersmith
Keith Copaken
Susan Cullinan

Stephan Cutler
Richard and Susan D’Angelo
Paul Delfin and Nancy Russo
Phyllis Dessel
Sol and Rachel Deutsch
Temmie and Sam Drucker
Anderson and Judith Ellsworth
Oleg and Tatyana Erlikh
Aleksander and Lina Eydlin
Russell Farbiarz and Alexa Antanavage
Bruce Ferber
Arthur Fischman
Samuel and Sarah Flamholz
Patricia Frankel
Lyudmila Ger
Bernard and Carol Gerber
Ann Golden
Matthew Goldstan
Harvey and Roberta Goldstein
Michael and Patricia Gordon
Michael and Zina Gorelik
Debra Greenblatt
Don Greth
Dr. and Mrs. Lawrence Gross
Michael and Jill Haas
E. Harvey and Zena Hafetz
WASD School Board of Directors
Hillcrest Racquet Club
Martin and Karen Jacobson
Phyllis Jacoby
Myron and Karen Kabakoff
Janet Kaplan
Shirley Kauffman
Nancy Knoblauch
Eileen Kope
Nancy Kozloff
Christine LaSala
Roberta Lawit
Jack and Teri Lefkowith
David Lichten and Laurie Kauffman
Jeffrey and Robin Lupowitz
Rochelle Mann
Timothy Mauche
John McGonagle
Elizabeth Merin
Jay Moyer
Phyllis Murr
Richard and Elizabeth Nassau
Neal and Sandee Nevitt
Regina Ortenzi
David and Barbara Paul
Sean and Annette Peppard
Stephen Percelay
Alec and Gretchen Platt
Jesse Pleet
Frank and Kathleen Politzer
Philip and Leslie Pomerantz
Valerian and Svetlana Popov
Jonathan Primack and Pam Charendoff
Judith Retchin
Peter and Eleanor Reyner
Margo Thomas
Kathleen Roeberg
Elaine Safir
Michael Schein
Rena Schklowsky
Boris and Tatiana Schneider

2023 Jewish community campaign
honor roll of donors

2023 Jewish community Honor Roll of donors including Annual Campaign, JCC 
Membership and Honorarium/Memorial gifts.

TOTAL GIVING: $356,256 as of Dec. 31
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Peter Schwartz and Lynn Johnson
Berna Sherman*
Norma Sigal
Barbara Silverberg
Frederick and Julie Singer
Michael and Stella Sinitsa
Jill Skaist
Allan and Robin Sodomsky
Betty Sodomsky
Margaret Soyferman
Spector Family Trust
Julian and Sharon Syret
Syret Family Trust
Robert T. and Mary Ann Ullman
Vladimir and Elina Vaysman
Susan Wachs
David Walker and Michelle Mart
Carolyn Weaver
William and Susan Weiser
Mark and Tracy Weiss
Lee and Amy Berger
Amy Wolf
Jack and Gayle Wolf
Allen and Amicie Zimmerman

SUPPORTING GIFTS
Joel and Marsha Adelman
James Allison
Charles Andre
Christopher Angstadt
Stephanie Arbige
Helene Berne
Ellis and Lisa Block
Judith Botvin
Ilse Brown
Robert and Beth Bruck
Ivan and Paula Bub
Shirley Bucks
Linda Bulvanoski
Karen Checkamian
Brett and Cindy Chronister
Hillary Clemente
Teresa Cooper
Judith Copeland
John and Joan Crossan
Larry Cutler

Allen Daniels
Joan Darlington
Theresa Diaz
James Diffendal
Christine DiMaria
Jess and Robin Drezner
Marla Duran
Susan and Scott Egolf
Sorrell Eisenberg
Neil Eisenberg
Cheryl and Eric Farber
Michael Ferraro
Sandra Fishman
David Fox
Barbara Friedman
Barbara and Bernard Fromm
Elizabeth Gaul
Gene Gaumer
James Gehringer
Carol Gerst
Linda Gobright
Jesse and Marcella Goldberg
Phyllis Goldberg
Matthew Goldstan
Lynn and Richard Gordon
Jennifer Goss
Vicki Haller Graff
Tyler Gray
Seth Gross and Lisa Zimmerman
Rich and Ellice Gunter
Terri Haretz
Jeffrey Hantgan and Rita Sugarman
Carol Hawk
Jason and Amanda Hornberger
Judith Jacobs*
Rachel Jacobson
Mariette Jacobson
Kathryn Joffred
Sean Kardon
Jeffrey Kaye
Wendy Kershner
Daniel Kimball
Lisa Kramer
Alan and Marjorie Leisawitz
Avis Lewis
Evelyn and Jay Lipschutz

Dennis and Karen Lutz
Michele Meconi
Michael Melinger
Bernard and Toby Mendelsohn
John Millar
Titus and Trude Miller
Paula Morris
Marjorie Moyer*
Wendy Neuhs
Marty Osborn
Anne Percelay
Brenda Piskin
Michele Porcaro-O’Brien
Robert Pratt
Penelope Proserpi
Lynn Row
Alan Rudolph
Jon Sandberg
Francine Saperstein
Mark Schaffel
Moisey Schneider
Jack Seidel
James Shepherd Jr.
Barry Shollenberger
Beth and Michael Shor
John and Irene Sileski
Cheryl Spillerman
Donald Stevens
Jillian Storch
Esther Strauss
Frank and Judy Synnamon
Paula Tahler
Richard and Cynthia Tomlinson
Howard and Jill Trout
Bruce and Janine Ure
Marilyn Wademan
Sylvia Wenger
Brian Wernick
Aaron Wernick
Jody Widing
Jane Witheridge
Stuart and Joanne Zager

* Deceased, may his/her memory
be for a blessing

2023 Jewish community campaign honor roll

Berks County
Stands with Israel

visit our website at
www.ReadingJewishCommunity.org

to make your donation today!
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to everyone who supported us and
helped us exceed our Annual Campaign

fundraising goal with a total of $318,000! 


