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By Laurie Waxler

Jew ish  Federa t i on  o f 
Read ing  announced  the 
immediate launch of the Berks 
County Stands with Israel 
Emergency Relief Campaign 
on Nov. 8 in coordination with 
Jewish Federations of North 
America (JFNA), following 
community outreach from 
both Jewish and non-Jewish 
community members.

We are pleased to announce 
Michae l  F romm and Vic 
Hammel will be co-chairing 
th is important  campaign, 
specifically organized to do our 
part in helping JFNA continue 
their humanitarian efforts in 
Israel.

If we could have done more 
80 years ago to save the lives 
of the Jewish people who 
perished in the Holocaust, we 
would have. Now is the time 
to help the people in Israel in 
their time of need, so we don’t 
ever look back and think we 
could have, or should have, 
done more. 

Mike and Vic have extensive 
fundraising experience and 
share a passion to help the 
people of Israel following the 
terrorist attack on Oct. 7. They 
both remember in times of 
crises for Israel and the Jewish 
people, our community has 
consistently demonstrated 
remarkable generosity and 
compassion.

“This may be the most 
important opportunity in our 
lifetimes to show our chevra 
in Israel that we are there for 
them in their time of need”, 
Mike said. “Vic and I know the 
Berks County community will 
once again rise to the challenge 
and continue its legacy of 
leadership.”

Rabbi Br ian Michelson 
shared, “The recent events 
in Israel have shaken many 
of us to the core. Now, more 
than ever, we need to stand 
with Israel and the Jewish 
people throughout the world. 
This is not just about Israel 
but about our place as Jews 
in the larger world. Israel 
needs our support to protect, 
equip, and rebuild. This is not 
a time when we can stand 
idly by.”

All funds raised received 
before April 30, 2024, will be 

matched dollar for dollar up to 
$1 million and will go directly to 
organizations vetted by Jewish 
Federation of North America 
carrying out relief efforts to aid 
and support terror victims and 
families.

To  d a t e ,  J F N A h a s 
distributed funds to more than 
100 different organizations 
in the following categories: 
Basic Needs, Emergency 
M e d i c a l  S e r v i c e s  a n d 
Heal th  Care,  Emergency 
Operat ional ,  Evacuat ion, 
Housing Respite and Support 
for Frontline Communities, 
Fund for Victims of Terror, 
Local Efforts and Volunteers, 
Spec ia l  Popula t ions and 
Trauma Relief/Mental Health. 
(Please see the graph above 

for distribution percentages.) 
The largest allocations so 
far have gone to The Jewish 
Agency,  nongove rnmen t 
organizations in the frontline 
local municipalities, the Joint 
D i s t r i bu t i on  Commi t t ee , 
Brothers and Sisters of Israel, 
Magen David Adom, and the 
Israel Trauma Coalition. 

C a n t o r  Te d  P r o s n i t z 
b e l i e v e s ,  a s  J e w i s h 
Amer icans,  our  l ives are 
better because of the state of 
Israel and therefore, “we must 
then support the existence of 
Israel.”

R a b b i  Yo s e f  L i p s k e r 
stressed the significance of 
helping Israelis in this time of 
need:

“ I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t h e r e 

currently being a dire need 
to help our fel low Jewish 
brethren in Israel with a variety 
of essential support, it is also 
a Jewish belief that when 
there are times of struggle 
for our people — when we 
are faced with darkness and 
evil, our response always has 
to be one of adding light and 
goodness to the world. 

“ I n  J e w i s h  t r a d i t i o n , 
charity — helping others, 
in particular — is a positive 
ac t ion  tha t  he lps  c rea te 
divine mercy on Israel and 
the Jewish people.”

To  l ea rn  mo re  abou t 
t h e  C a m p a i g n  o r  t h e 
JFNA distributions, please 
visit  our website at www.
readingjewishcommunity.org.

Allocations of $147,836,859 from the 
JFNA Israel Emergency Fund as of 11/1/23

Federation launches Israel 
Emergency Relief Campaign

Berks County 

Stands with Israel
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By Laurie Waxler
Federation recently hosted 

two mental health conversations, 
allowing community members 
to voice how the war in Israel 
has affected them. A variety of 
emotions surfaced including, but 
not limited to fear, helplessness, 
anxiety, anger, rage, confusion, 
sadness, and guilt.

Jeff Sternlieb, and other local 
psychologists Rick Small, Paul 
Delfin, and Catherine Schultz 
offered ideas to the groups to 
help ease the strong emotions. 
Limiting our time on social media 
and/or watching the news were 
at the top of the list. Getting 
outside and enjoying nature and 
trying to turn off the negativity 
was another.  Talking with others 
and being able to verbalize your 
emotions can be helpful, but 
there was concern for those 
who may be too afraid to take 
advantage of those outlets. 

Several of the attendees 
voiced concern for their children, 
both young and college aged. 
One mom talked about her 
son whose friends told him to 
stop wearing his star of David 
necklace on campus, and one 
mom whose daughter fears 
someone will come and take her.

While there are no answers 
to these concerns, finding 
solace in a group of peers who 
understand your dilemma can 
be helpful. It can also help to 
do something, as even a small 
effort can ease the stress. One 
attendee talked about letters 
she wrote to local politicians, 
thanking them for their support of 
Israel. Personally, I tune into cute 
animal videos when I find the 
news a little too overwhelming.

For those experiencing fear, 
it was noted the more you give 
into fear, the more afraid you 
become. The moderators related 

it to flying in a plane. If you’ve 
flown many times, the risk of a 
plane crash seems nominal but 
if you’ve never flown before, you 
might think your plane is the next 
one that’s going to crash.

Everyone handles their 
emotions differently and there 

is no clear answer, but we at 
Federation are here for you if 
you’d like to see more of this type 
of programming.  Many thanks to 
our mental health professionals 
for offering their gift of time and 
talent to help our community 
members in need. 

By Laurie Waxler
Development Director

We are coming down 
to crunch t ime for our 
Annual Campaign, so in 
addition to what you might 
be considering as a special 
gift for the Israel Emergency 
Relief Campaign, please 
don’t forget our Annual 
Campaign.

The tragedy in Israel has brought an 
increased need for solidarity here in Berks 
County and the rest of the U.S. The world 
is witnessing a rise in antisemitism, and 
for me personally, I ponder how a country 
with so many freedoms can have so much 
hate. It’s unsettling no matter who you are. 
These protests are hard to watch, and the 
amount of misinformation out there is mind 
boggling. This is where your Federation 
steps in and makes a difference. 

When you donate to your local Federation 
through the Annual Campaign, you support 
our efforts to provide education as well as 
both mental and physical support to those in 
need. Federation also has the resources to 
provide up-to-date information through our 
parent organization, Jewish Federation of 
North America.

Since I’ve been with the Federation, 
I’ve seen the efforts of the Greater Reading 

Unity Coalition (GRUC), strengthening our 
bonds with other minority groups such as 
Centro Hispano, the Islamic Center and 
NAACP in hopes of building those important 
bridges needed to combat antisemitism 
here in Berks County. Without these 
efforts, we wouldn’t have the open lines 
of communication we have to facilitate 
conversations that support our entire 
community. Our local Federation is also 
providing security grants to each of the 
three local synagogues as well our Lakin 
preschool.

The Violins of Hope exhibition, two years 
ago, allowed us to educate almost 4,000 
students in 17 of our local school districts 
about the atrocities of the Holocaust. 
Bringing it to their level, teaching them 
about young people, their ages, who were 
persecuted and sent to concentration 
camps, because of their religion. This past 
September, we hosted Diversity Night at 

the Reading Phillies. We worked with all the 
GRUC partners as well as gained support 
from local businesses and gifted 5,000 
tickets to our community to come out to 
celebrate diversity in Berks County, to see 
how we can all get along and work together 
for the greater good of our community.

Your Jewish Federation, and your 
support of it, is more important than ever. I 
like to think of our staff as small, but mighty. 
We work hard for our community to provide 
the resources necessary in both good times 
and bad.

One might consider this a bad time, but 
unfortunately, it could get worse. The good 
news is that the Jewish people always 
persevere and when everyone comes 
together, we will be even stronger.

Please consider a meaningful gift this 
year to your local Federation, empowering 
us to continue educating and supporting 
our community.
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Annual Campaign

Women’s Philanthropy

Maimonides Society

Your Jewish Legacy

Chai Circle

L’Chaim Society

Book of Life

Letter of Intent

DONATE NOW
TO OUR
 JEWISH 

COMMUNITY 
CAMPAIGN

Please visit 
ReadingJewishCommunity.

org

Make your gift 
today!

Support local education and support 
in troubling times

Mental Health professionals leading a conversation about the effects of the War in 
Israel on our community. From left Dr. Jeff Sternlieb, Dr. Richard Small, Dr. Paul Delfin 

and Dr. Catherine Schultz.

Are you OK?

JFS TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM
This program provides transportation to members of the Jewish community, age 60 

and over or those with disabilities, who have no other way of getting around. It allows 
participants to retain their independence and keeps them from becoming homebound 

and isolated. It can be used for medical appointments, synagogue attendance,  shopping 
and other errands.

It is easy to participate. Purchase a book of 25 taxi tickets from the Federation at a cost 
of $25. Each coupon is worth $3. The phone number for Reading Metro Taxi is printed 

on the ticket book. Call the company and arrange your ride. At the end of the ride, 
sign your coupon(s) before giving them to the driver. Tipping is left to the passenger’s 

discretion. The coupon does not include the cost of tipping.

This program is subsidized by the Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks
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By Brian Chartock
CEO

T h e  o n g o i n g 
c o n f l i c t  b e t w e e n 
Israel and Hamas is 
a deeply rooted and 
mult i faceted issue, 
marked by historical 
tensions, territorial 
d i s p u t e s ,  a n d 
conflicting narratives. Understanding 
the complexities of this longstanding 
con f l i c t  requ i res  examin ing  i t s 
historical context, key events, and 
the challenges that persist in efforts 
to achieve a lasting peace.

The roots of the Israel-Hamas 
conflict can be traced back to the mid-
20th century, with the establishment 
of  the modern State of  Israel  in 
1948.  The ensu ing  Arab- Is rae l i 
conf l ic ts ,  inc lud ing the S ix-Day 
War in 1967, further intensified the 
regional tensions. The establishment 
of Hamas in the late 1980s added 
a new dimension to this confl ict, 
as the organization emerged as a 
major player in Palestinian politics, 
advocating armed resistance against 
Israel.

Central to the conflict is the issue 
of territory, particularly the Gaza 
Strip and the West Bank. Both areas 
are critical to the aspirations of both 
Israelis and Palestinians, with each 
side asserting historical and religious 
claims to the land. The struggle 
for control  over these terr i tor ies 
has fueled cycles of violence and 
contributed to the ongoing hostilities.

Israel contends that its military 
actions against Hamas are driven 
by legitimate security concerns. The 
constant threat of rocket attacks from 
Gaza, coupled with the fear of terrorist 
activities, has led Israel to implement 
measures aimed at protecting its 
ci t izens; however,  these act ions 
have often come under international 
scrutiny for their impact on civilian 
populations in the affected areas.

The conflict has taken a heavy 
t o l l  o n  c i v i l i a n s ,  e x a c e r b a t i n g 
humanitarian challenges in the region. 
Both Israelis and Palestinians have 
suffered losses, and the situation in 
Gaza, in particular, has been a focus 
of international concern due to the 
impact on the civil ian population. 
Effor ts  to  address humani tar ian 
needs and rebuild infrastructure face 
significant obstacles amid the ongoing 
conflict.

Numerous attempts have been 
m a d e  t o  m e d i a t e  a n d  b r o k e r 
peace between Israel and Hamas. 
International actors, including the 
United Nations, the United States, 

and regional players, have been 
involved in diplomatic init iat ives. 
Nonetheless,f inding a resolut ion 
remains elusive, as deep-rooted 
grievances, ideological differences 
and political complexities continue to 
impede progress.

The path to a sustainable peace 
in the Israel-Hamas conflict is riddled 
with challenges, yet the need for 
a resolution is more pressing than 
ever.  Achiev ing a last ing peace 
requires addressing the underlying 
i ssues ,  fos te r ing  d ia logue  and 
building trust between the parties 
involved. International support and a 
commitment to diplomatic solutions 
will play a crucial role in navigating the 
complexities of this enduring conflict.

Oct. 7 changed everything.  
In  fact ,  many journal is ts  and 

political pundits have compared the 
events in Israel on Oct. 7 to America’s 
9/11. Perhaps this comparison was 
meant to convey the overwhelming 
horror and surprise by the magnitude 
of the attack that Israel suffered. 
While Israel’s friends were overcome 
with sadness and sympathy, Israel’s 
enemies cited the massacre as a great 
achievement.

This is not only inadequate but 
misleading. For Israelis, 9/11, in all its 
horror, doesn’t begin to describe what 
happened there on Oct. 7.

A few facts:
• Numbers: By latest count, 

the attacks by Hamas — the Arabic 
acronym for the Islamic Resistance 
Movement — killed approximately 
1,200 Israel is  and th i rd-country 
nat iona ls ,  inc lud ing a t  least  29 
Amer icans,  in  a  count ry  whose 
population is less than 10 million. In 
America, that would be equivalent to 
killing nearly 40,000 — 13 times more 
than the number of Al Qaeda victims 
on 9/11.

• Intensity: As terrible as 9/11 
was, tens of millions of Americans 
woke up the following morning in our 
vast country not knowing any of the 
victims or their families. In Israel, a 
country whose width is less than the 
daily commute of many Americans, 
not a single family was untouched by 
the attack, either directly, through a 
neighbor, friend or classmate.

• Te r ro r  rocke ts :  On  9 /11 , 
millions of Americans gathered around 
televisions in the safety of their homes, 
schools and work sites in growing 
shock and anger as they watched the 
twin towers fall, one after the other. 
Many Israelis didn’t have that luxury, 
s ince Hamas complemented the 
butchery of communities in Israel’s 
south with the launching of thousands 

of rockets and missiles against Israel’s 
coastal mid-section, in an effort to 
terrorize the population and drive them 
to shelters.

• Individual barbarity: As difficult 
as it is to say, 9/11 was — at its core — 
an example of mass killing, hundreds 
murdered in a series of single horrific 
acts, the smashing of airplanes into 
buildings, triggering their collapse. 
On 10/7, Hamas terrorists perpetrated 
hundreds of individuals, purposeful 
acts of barbarism — executing babies, 
murdering parents protecting children, 
raping women as corpses of their 
friends lay beside them. The images 
of individualized inhumanity — face to 
face between the perpetrator and the 
victim, often recorded live on film or 
audio — will never fade.

• Hostages: Never before in the 
history of the century-old Arab-Israel 
conflict has one side taken mass 
numbers of civilian hostages across 
borders, with the composition of the 
hostage group — children, women, 
elderly, mental ly i l l  — especial ly 
outrageous. This will drag out the 
aftershocks of the original act of 
terror,  perhaps ending in further 
tragedy. Americans sadly recall how 
the taking of a much smaller number 
of hostages — diplomatic personnel 
at the American embassy in Tehran 
— paralyzed the U.S. government 
and dominated daily life in our country 
for 444 days. Obviously, the hostage 
factor was never a component of 9/11.

The above facts led to the Israeli 
government declaring war against 
Hamas.  Additionally, on its southern 
and northern borders, Israel faces 
radical Islamist extremist groups — 
Hamas and the Lebanese “Party of 
God,” Hezbollah — each supported, 
funded and trained by the Islamic 
Republic of Iran. The very fact that the 

Sunnis of Gaza could align themselves 
with the Shiites of southern Lebanon 
under the leadership of the Shiite 
ayatollahs in Tehran speaks volumes 
as to their vitriolic hatred not only to 
derail the prospect of a Saudi-Israeli 
peace, but to murder Jews; moreover, 
to advance their objective toward the 
complete destruction and annihilation 
goal of the Jewish State of Israel.

Never Again… Israel  and the 
Jewish people worldwide will not allow 
this to happen.

The Israeli Defense Forces will do 
what they need to do eliminate Hamas, 
restore confidence in the Israeli people 
and restore the element of deterrence 
in the minds of Israel’s enemies.

As a Jew and as an American 
I  am very proud that the Jewish 
communities throughout the world are 
putting aside any political differences 
that they might have held before Oct. 
7. Instead, the Jewish community is 
standing together as one — standing 
up to terrorism, thereby ensuring 
Israel’s survival.

Israel is facing an existential crisis 
that is unprecedented in the Jewish 
State’s modern history; and, the 
Jewish Federation of Reading must do 
all within our power to ensure Israel’s 
survival. It starts here and now with 
the Berks County Stands with Israel 
Emergency Relief Campaign.  

The Jewish Federation of Reading/
Berks has always led, especially in 
times of crisis. Israel needs us and 
we need Israel.

Please contact the Jewish Federation 
of Reading/Berks today at 610-921-
0624 or visit our website at www.
readingjewishcommunity.org to learn 
more about the Berks County Stands 
with Israel Emergency Relief Campaign.

Thank you and Am Yisrael Chai,
Brian

From the CEO’s Desk

Israel’s conflict with Hamas: A complex struggle 
for peace, Israel’s 911 and a call for action
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Mordechai Gebirtig 
Polish poet & songwriter
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“Don’t just stand

there looking on, show

what you can do!”

Berks County Stands with Israel
Emergency Relief Campaign

Israel is facing an existential crisis that 
is unprecedented in the Jewish state’s 
modern history, and the Jewish Federation 
of Reading must do all within our power to 
ensure Israel’s survival.
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Never again requires action
By Amanda J. Hornberger

The following was a speech delivered 
as the introduction to Federation’s annual 
Kristallnacht commemoration on Nov. 8. 

O u r  a n n u a l  K r i s t a l l n a c h t 
commemorations are always one of my 
favorite events to attend and was in-fact 
the first Federation event I attended 
in 2012 when I started at the Lakin 
Holocaust Library. It is a powerful service 
that starts in silence and ends with light 
from candles being brought into this 
space. The fact that it is an interfaith 
event, has always highlighted the support 
the Jewish community receives from the 
greater Reading community. 

Tonight, I encourage you to listen to 
the silence, the pleas of never again and 
remember the neighbors, the bystanders. 
Remember that Kristallnacht did not 
happen on its own. Friends, neighbors, 
colleagues stood by and watched the 
violence directed to their Jewish friends, 
neighbors and colleagues and did 
nothing. 

Nov. 9-10, 1938, the November 
Pogrom or Kristallnacht, was not the 
start of the attacks against the Jews of 
Europe. Sadly, it was also not the end 
of the violence. Eighty-five years ago, 
Kristallnacht was a foreshadowing of 
what was to come. Today it takes on 
even more meaning because of what is 
happening in the world.

The terrorist attack on Oct. 7 in Israel 
left around 1,200 people dead. It was the 
single worst day of violence against Jews 
since Holocaust and has sparked a rise 

in reported antisemitic incidents around 
the world. 240 people, ranging in age 
from babies to a Holocaust survivor, are 
still being held as hostages. 

So, what has happened to never 
again? Why has there been silence in 
the face of antisemitic comments, posts 
and protests on college campuses, 
cities and social media in the United 
States and around the world? What 
does it mean to support and stand by 
the Jewish community during this time? 
It can be as simple as attending this 
service. But I encourage you to do more, 
say more. Being silent while Jews are 
being murdered simply because they are 
Jewish, is the opposite of never again. 
We have to speak out. We have to do 
more.

Later in the program we will read the 
words of Pastor Martin Niemoller, who 
did not speak out against the Nazis since 
he was not part of a targeted group. But 
in the end, the Nazis came for him too. 
We know that hate often starts with one 
group, like the Jews, but then bleeds into 
hatred for other groups like the LGBT, 
Black and disabled communities. Any 
group that can be made to be an “other”.

Fully committing to never again 
means going beyond reading about the 
horrors of the Holocaust and speaking to 
survivors. Never again is a call to action. 
Israel and the Jewish community of 
Reading need your actions and support 
to truly live as never again. It starts 
with you. Individual actions, individual 
choices. The Holocaust, the death of six 

million Jews and millions of others, did 
not just happen. People made choices to 
speak up, or silently support the Nazis, 
or to participate in killing innocent lives. 

It is easy to sit here and say, if I were 
alive in 1938 or 1941 or 1944, I would 
have spoken up. I would have stood 
up for my Jewish friend, neighbor or 
colleague. Now today, when faced with 
that choice, are you? Are you standing 
up against antisemitism and rising 
hate? Or are you silent, because it’s not 
your religious group, your family, your 
cause. How are you living out Never 
Again? I encourage you to reflect on this 

throughout tonight’s service. If you’re 
looking for ways to support the Jewish 
community, please consider a meaningful 
gift to the Berks County Stands with Israel 
Emergency Relief Fund. Federation staff 
is more than happy to give you some 
concrete action items that you can do to 
ensure never again is an action and not 
just a slogan.

At the end of the service, we commit 
to Shalom, or peace, and I pray that there 
will be peace for all of God’s people, no 
matter where they live, whom they love 
or what they believe. Then we will be able 
to truly say, never again.

The community gathers for a Kristallnacht commemoration Nov. 8 at Christ Church in Reading.
Photos by Bill Uhrich - Courtesy of Reading Eagle

Images from our Kristallnacht observance
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By Bill and Andi Franklin
When we returned to Israel in early 

September, we came to a country 
apparently deeply divided.

Israelis protested each weekend in 
Tel Aviv against the government’s push 
for wide-ranging judicial reforms.IDF 
reservists said they would refuse to report 
for service.

Arguments over the government’s 
financial support for Haredi Jews and 
their excusal from IDF service raged 

throughout the country.
Many expressed their concern for 

the growing economic inequality in 
Israel. And more.

But, within hours of the vicious 
Hamas terrorist attack on Oct. 7, 
things changed dramatically.

The many segments of  Israe l 
—  H a r e d i ,  s e c u l a r,  E t h i o p i a n , 
Indian, Russian, European, LGBTQ, 
Druze, and Bedouin, to name a few, 
came together with only two goals: 

f ree the hostages and e l iminate 
Hamas.  Di fferences immediate ly 
disappeared.

T h e  I D F  c a l l e d  u p  3 0 0 , 0 0 0 
rese rv i s t s ;  more  than  350 ,000 , 
coming f rom a l l  over  the wor ld , 
reported for duty.

Haredi men are now enlisting in 
the IDF with the full support of their 
communities.

We helped a local effort to supply 
the 3,000 IDF soldiers in our area 
with food, clothing, toiletries, and 
other items they needed.

It is awesome and heartwarming 
to see thousands of groups formed 
throughout Israel doing the same 
thing!

There are now more than 200,000 
Israe l i  evacuees g iven hous ing, 
food, economic support and trauma 
counse l i ng  by  the  gove rnmen t , 
I s rae l i  bus inesses ,  and  p r i va te 
citizens.

In Mitzpe Ramon, we and many 
o f  o u r  5 , 2 0 0  n e i g h b o r s  i n  t h e 
communi tyare help ing our 3,000 
evacuees.  There  are  more than 
60,000 internally displaced evacuees 
staying in Eilat, a southern resort 
town that has a population of less 

than 55,000.
More than 1,200 Israelis have been 

murdered since Oct. 7, including 356 
soldiers. There are still an estimated 239 
people held hostage by Hamas. This 
number changes as dead and mutilated 
bodies are found in Gaza by the IDF. 
Terrorists have fired more than 9,500 
rockets at Israeli civilians since Hamas 
launched its attack. This an average of 
almost 315 missiles per day!  

I t  is  pa in fu l  to  see the wor ld 
castigating Israel for the number 
of civi l ians unintentional ly ki l led, 
while failing to castigate Hamas for 
intentionally using these same civilians 
as human shields.

Weapons depots, command centers 
and launching sites are deliberately 
placed under and in hospitals, homes, 
schools, mosques and playgrounds.

Civ i l ians are of ten f i red upon 
by  Hamas  when  t r y i ng  t o  f l ee ; 
many are kil led by Hamas’ misfired 
missiles; and since terrorists fight 
in  c iv i l ian c lo th ing,  many of  the 
reported civil ian deaths are in fact 
terrorists.

Israel has unilateral ly init iated 
humanitarian pauses and opened, 
supervised and protected north to 
south evacuation corr idors. They 
have also faci l i tated the del ivery 
o f  m o r e  t h a n  9 0 5  t r u c k s  w i t h 
humanitarian aid.

The thousands of Gazans marching 
south with white flags doesn’t represent 
a victory for Israel. It shows the sad 
reality of the evil of Hamas against its 
own people.

I f  t h e  w o r l d  w a n t s  t o  h e l p 
Palestinians, as it should, it must help 
Israel destroy Hamas.

During the 2006 Second Lebanese 
war, we and our Dayton community 
helped an IDF unit led by a shaliach 
we knew in Dayton.

We will never forget what he said to 
his men the night before they entered 
Lebanon:

“We are not just fighting for our family 
and friends in Israel. We are fighting for 
our friends in Dayton, Ohio.”  

There are now more than 530,000 
young Israeli men and women fighting 
for Israel, for you, and for all Jews 
around the world.

Bill Franklin is our previous past 
President of Jewish Federation of 
Reading. Since his ret i rement in 
July 2022 he and his wife Andi have 
split their time between Reading and 
Israel.

We are one

This December Federation is inviting
Berks County to learn about

antisemitism and combat hate.

Each Berks County elementary school is receiving a PJ Library book and
materials for teaching about Chanukah. With permission from school

administration, Federation staff is willing to come to any classroom to teach
about Chanukah this December. If you are interested, please contact us at

610-921-0624 or info@jfreading.org

“If I am not for myself,
who will be for me? If I

am only for myself,
what am I? And if not

now, when?” 
Hillel the Elder

Jewish Educator
died 10 CE

Berks County Stands with Israel
Emergency Relief Campaign

Within hours 
of the vicious 
Hamas terrorist 
attack on Oct. 7, 
things changed 
dramatically. The 
many segments of 
Israel came together 
with only two goals: 
free the hostages 
and eliminate 
Hamas. Differences 
immediately 
disappeared.
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By Ziv Laskin
The violent acts of Hamas have 

affected Israel since the organization was 
founded in 1987.

In 2005, Israel handed over the Gaza 
Strip to the Palestinian Authority. Two 
years later, in 2007, Hamas took over 
Gaza. Since gaining political power, 
Hamas has been constantly trying to 
harm and destroy Israel and its citizens.

I can remember the first time when I 
had to take shelter because Hamas shot 
rockets toward my city, Rishon LeTsiyon. 
It was 2011, and I was 12 years old. My 
city is in central Israel, which means it 
takes 90 seconds to get into the closest 
shelter. Over the years, I got used to 
running to the shelter when the sound 
of the sirens started.

At 18, I started my military service. 
I got more involved in the conflict while 

serving in the Israel defense force in order 
to protect my country. Hamas carried out 
several attacks against Israel, and the 
IDF reacted to these attacks. There were 
many ceasefires, but they were always 
broken by the terrorist actions of Hamas 
every few months or years. 

Although there were many terror 
attacks over the years, I always had a 
feeling of safety, I knew that the people 
of Israel are standing together to protect 
their homeland.

After my military service, I moved to 
a small Kibbutz near the Gaza border. 
I worked at a farm and during this time 
I again experienced how Hamas tried 
to harm Israel. They often send fire 
balloons over from Gaza with the goal 
of destroying fields or damaging the 
kibbutz.

Still, when I think about my time 

in the kibbutz, there are mostly just 
good memories. I enjoyed living in a 
community and sharing meals and good 
moments with my friends and neighbors. 
I felt very connected, and the residents 
of the kibbutz brought a special attitude 
to life. They were connected to nature, 
cheerful and open-minded. There was 
always a strong bond between the people 
and we took care of each other.

Life there seemed very simple. After 
work, I enjoyed riding my bike or going 
for a walk. I never really feared a direct 
attack on my kibbutz, although the 
danger was often present. When I went 
for a bike trip, I sometimes saw road 
signs that warned about the possibility 
that snipers could be on the other side 
of the fence. Sometimes the roads got 
closed because of investigations. But 
somehow, I still felt safe.  

Two years ago, a friend of mine from 
the Kibbutz got stabbed in Jerusalem. I 
felt grief and anger, and I was shocked. 
But again, the community helped me to 
deal with this hard situation. 

The community always made Israel 
strong, and it will keep Israel strong. 
Especially now, during these hard times, 
the community still gives me hope and 
takes my fear away.

Because I know that we are standing 
together, side by side.

The solidarity of Jewish people 
around the world and their support is 
making us strong, and we will fight for 
our existence and for our homeland. We 
will keep Israel always as a safe home 
for Jewish people.

Like Golda Meir said: “We have a 
secret weapon. We have nowhere else 
to go.”

An Israeli’s perspective on Hamas brutality

COMPREHENSIVE
VISION & MEDICAL
EYE HEALTH CARE

FOR ALL AGES
 

WYOMISSING
OPTOMETRIC

CENTER
 

24/7
MEDICAL EYE
EMERGENCIES

Glenn S. Corbin, OD
Kerry J. Burrell, OD

 Amanda S. Legge, OD    
Perry C. Umlauf, OD

Jeffrey S. Stefanick, OD
Leslie B. Miller, OD

WYOMISSING  
50 Berkshire Court, Wyomissing, PA 19610  

610-374-3134
DOUGLASSVILLE   

1050 Benjamin Franklin Hwy. W. 
Douglassville, PA 19518 

610-385-4333

MYERSTOWN  
356 West Main Avenue 
Myerstown, PA 17067  

717-866-1400

The Best Care In Sight!

wyo-opto.com

Tuesday, December 19th | 3-4PM
OPEN HOUSE

Stop by to enjoy our festive decorations and be sure to 
take home a bundle of freshly baked cookies!

While here, tour our welcoming community and 
see why so many seniors have chosen to make 

Manor at Market Square their home.
Please RSVP by December 15th. 

Call Madison at 610-624-1299 or email 
maglover@manoratms.com.

Holiday
Cookie

803 Penn St., Reading, PA 19601 
610-624-1299 • www.ManorAtMS.com
We are an equal opportunity housing provider. We do not discriminate on the 
basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, familial status or disability.

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Thinking about buying or selling?
David Spillerman, REALTOR®

cell: 610-207-1223  |  office: 610-372-3200

Your World.
Under One Roof.
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By Margo Levin
The Jewish Federation of Reading 

along with Reform Congregation Oheb 
Sholom, Chabad Lubavitch Of Berks 
County, Kesher Zion Synagogue, 
Jewish Community Alliance of Lancaster 
Congregation Shaarai Shomayim and 
Temple Beth El Lancaster joined nearly 
300,000 people in support of and in 
solidarity with Israel at the Washington 
National Mall. We marched for Israel, 
we marched to free the hostages and we 
marched against antisemitism.

Members of our group shared their 
thoughts with us.

F rom Chana  L ipske r :  “Such 
t r emendous  Jew i sh  p r i de .  I ’m 
overwhelmed with love and connection 
for my people.”

From Cindy Chronister: “Standing 

in solidarity with 200k Jews nationwide 
was empowering.  Hearing bipartisan 
acknowledgement in Congress that 
antisemitism poses significant safety 
concerns to Jews globally and their 
commitment to combat it, along with 
unwavering support for Israel, was 
validating and comforting.”

From Luba Karchevsky: “It was an 
incredible experience to be surrounded 
by our brothers and sisters who showed 
up to support our homeland.  The 
experience of being a part of this historic 
March will always stay with me.”

From Susan Wilson: “Today’s event 
gave me hope.  It showed me a sense 
of unity, and that people truly do care.  It 
was wonderful to hear people from both 
sides od the aisle speak as well.”

Am Yisrael Chai

Community well-represented at march for Israel

Elie Wiesel
Holocaust Survivor, author,

Nobel Peace Prize winner
1928 - 2016

“We must always take

sides. Neutrality helps the

oppressor,  never the

victim. Silence encourages

the tormentor, never the

tormented.”
Berks County Stands with Israel

Emergency Relief Campaign
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By Samantha Sisisky
Yemin Orde

We have all of our students back at Yemin Orde and 
have resumed the school year and activities for them.

Students are participating in volunteer projects, such 
as making care packages for deployed soldiers. We are 
also supporting our partner schools and communities as 
part of the Village Way Educational Initiatives (VWEI).

Yemin Orde Youth Village in Israel serves hundreds 
of at-risk and immigrant children from around the world.

The VWEI team is focused on lifting the spirits of 
educators and giving them the tools they need to help 
children across the country.

We have led seminars about resilience for educational 
teams across the country and developed a toolkit for 
educators to use with students. We have been working 
with partner schools to encourage volunteerism and 
tikkun olam to strengthen the spirits of older students. 
This includes teenagers hosting activities for children from 
evacuated communities and volunteering at hospitals. 
We are also working with the Education Ministry, IDF and 
local municipalities to offer our services as Israel begins to 
chart a path forward and support children through trauma.

As the emotional and financial fallout from the attack 
and war becomes clearer, Israel’s most vulnerable 
children face significant and critical needs including 
significantly increased mental health resources, 
financial assistance to graduates and their families, 
and enhanced security. Our partners on the ground are 
delivering updated services to our kids, our graduates, 
and their families and we are raising an additional $1.7 
million to fund these immediate, short- and medium-
term needs including: 

• Emergency aid for families of youth and 
graduates who have wounded family members and are 
caring for them daily in the hospital.

• Emergency aid for families of youth and 

graduates who have been evacuated from their home.
• Stipends for graduates and their families who 

are serving in the IDF as regular or reserve soldiers.
• Increased hours of trauma specialist for youth 

at Yemin Orde, especially the Ukrainian students.
• Purchase of a portable emergency shelter for 

Yemin Orde.
• Counseling for graduates and their families 

of their common rights with the Ministry of Defense, 
National Insurance and more.

• Resources for Village Way schools in the south 
that were hardest hit: The Kedma Youth Village and High 
School, Adivi Ashkelon Ort Technology, Ort Kiryat Gat, 
and Ashkelon Comprehensive High School.

• Educational and management resources for 
Village Way schools whose leadership are on reserve duty.

Boaz Schwartz is the executive director of Yemin 
Orde Youth Village, and he has been called up from 
reserve duty to serve in the north. Boaz continues to 
send messages of hope and strength to the Yemin 
Orde community.

Here’s a story of a recent graduate. Lada spent her 
entire life in Melitopol, a city in Ukraine now occupied 
by Russia. About 18 months ago, she came to Yemin 
Orde and now finds herself in the midst of yet another 
war. While her parents remain in Ukraine, her father 
recently set out to make Aliyah as well but became 
stuck in Poland due to the war in Israel.

She says: “I am so thankful to Yemin Orde for 
adopting me as a student without parents in the country. 
Yemin Orde is the place where I feel safe.”

As a student at Yemin Orde, Lada feels heard by 
staff who are attentive to her and other students’ needs. 
They provide activities and she is thankful to be able to 
continue her studies at Yemin Orde. Waking up on Oct. 
7 to horrible news reminded her of hearing similar news 
in her home country of Ukraine only a couple years ago.

Even though she’s now experienced two wars at the 
age of 15, Lada remains optimistic for a better future 
for Israel, Ukraine, and for herself.

Funds from the Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks 
annual campaign have been supporting Yemin Orde 
since 2000. 

Sisisky is senior director of stewardship and 
communication at ImpactIsrael.

Yemin Orde seeks help as school returns to session

By Debbie Goldberg
Kesher Zion Synagogue

We have all been watching in horror as 
war rages in Israel.  Rather than watching 
helplessly, the Kesher Zion Social Action 
Committee has decided to do something 
to help Israel and its brave soldiers.  

We are starting a collection for the 
IDF soldiers. As the Israeli Army is very 
particular as to what they will accept, and 
getting items to Israel through customs 
is hard, we have found an organization, 
Care One, that has already done some of 
the organizational heavy lifting. See the 
links below for information on Care One 
and its efforts that they plan on continuing 
until the war is over.

https://www.care-one.com/standing-
together-supporting-israel-in-a-time-of-
crisis/

https://jewishlink.news/community-

applauds-heroic-efforts-at-careone-aid-
israel/

With your help, we are going to use 
the Amazon link below to purchase and 
deliver the items the Israeli soldiers so 
desperately need.  Only items from the 
link will be accepted by Care One.

www.amazon.com/registries/gl/guest-
view/3U8YRX387K1BL?fbclid=lwAR1d-
F6HX4z7dfJBNN3H-BaO6A6Ofl-W8g_
MZWHhcOv-5m7pk0Tulizb5loRR-vA

All you have to do is follow the link, 
place the item in your cart, make sure 
the item is sent directly to our partners 
at Care One, and then pay for your 
donation.  Care One’s address is:

Care One at Teaneck, 544 Teaneck 
Road ,Teaneck, NJ  07666

Please call the KZ office at 610-374-
1763 or Simeon Ratner at Care-One 
917-273-6071

KZ committee collecting items for IDF soldiers

Boaz Schwartz, executive director of Yemin Orde Youth Village, has 
been called up from reserve duty to serve in the IDF during the war 

with Hamas. He continues to send messages of hope and strength to the 
community.

Come see the Barrer & White difference!

311 Penn Avenue, West Reading, 19611   

  BarrerAndWhite.com      610-376-3956 

By Margo Levin
and Debbie Goldberg

The Greater Reading Unity Coalition 
has been very active since the start of 
Israel’s war against Hamas.

We led the Circle of Light prior to 

the Kristallnacht commemoration on 
Nov. 8 at Christ Episcopal Church. 
It was nice to see so many different 
minority groups represented there to 
say  #NeverAgain. 

Du r i ng  a  recen t  mee t i ng  o f 

leadership, we realized our colleagues 
had so many questions about how to 
talk about the war respectfully. They 
also wanted to understand how to 
view the news and best support for 
humanitarian causes.

In response to this GRUC is planning 
an educational program with Andi and Bill 
Franklin, in an intimate conversation with 
GRUC where they will hear the Franklins’ 
firsthand account of living in Israel since 
Oct. 7.

Unity Coalition responding to war with Hamas
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How is this December different from other Decembers
By Cantor Ted Prosnitz
Kesher Zion Synagogue

First let’s recognize 
what is the same, what 
is familiar, and what 
may not be quite so 
familiar.

Yes, this December 
as in every year, there 
is a big holiday on the 
25th of the month-of 
Kislev: Hanukkah. It 
joyously celebrates 
the rededication of the Temple after 
its defilement by the Syrian-Greeks 
under Antiochus. After three years of 
battle, the Jews were once again able 
to practice their religion. Their most 
famous leader was Judah Maccabee, 
the Hammer. His name is an acronym 
from the biblical verse used to inspire the 
troops, Mi kamokha ba’elim Adonai, “Who 
among the gods is like you, O Adonai?” 
(Ex. 15:11). We proudly publicize this 
miraculous victory by lighting and publicly 
displaying Hanukkah menorahs. May 
their light in this season of darkness 
inspire us to rededicate ourselves to our 
God, our faith, and our people. As Peter 
Yarrow (of Peter, Paul and Mary fame) 
wrote, “Don’t let the light go out!”

 Hanukkah starts in Kislev, the 10th 

month of the Jewish calendar — which 
also falls in December, the 10th month 
of the Roman calendar. (“December” 
comes from the familiar prefix deci-, as 
in decimal or decade).  But the eight-
day holiday stretches into Tevet, the 
11th month of the Jewish calendar. The 
10th of Tevet, which falls on Dec. 22 
this year, is a sad day. That day marks 
the beginning of the siege of Jerusalem 
by Nebuchadnezzar of Babylon. Three 
years later, Jerusalem fell and the temple 
was destroyed. In memory of that history, 
it is recalled with a day of fasting.

 Besides connecting to our history, our 
traditions also connect us to the Land of 
Israel. Winter is the growing season in the 
Promised Land and the crops need the 
winter rains. So, in our weekday Amidah 
prayer we add a petition to Hashem 
for rain. Why now? We already, once 
Sukkot (and Sh’mini Atzeret) were over, 
inserted a verse praising the Master of 
the Universe for his life-giving power 
as evidenced by His ability to make 
the winds blow and the rain to fall.  But 
only now, 60 days after the autumnal 
equinox, is when we request the rain.  
That is usually on Dec. 4. However, this 
December is different. Because it is a 
leap year, we renew this request in the 
evening on Dec. 5. Israel, its land and 
its people, is constantly in our hearts 
and prayers.

This December is also different, as 
we are reacting to an existential threat 
to our existence — the Hamas attack on 
Sh’mini Atzeret. That attack was almost 
universally condemned.  What is not 
so universally familiar is that the 1st of 
Tevet, which falls this year on Dec. 13, 
is the date on which Esther was crowned 
Queen by King Ahasverus. Haman, as 
recorded in the Megillah read on Purim, 
tried to kill all the Jews. Three years after 

Esther was made Queen, Hashem saved 
the Jews and Haman was dispatched.  
Hitler is understood to be a descendant 
of Haman. He too, although too late, 
was destroyed. Hamas, who rejects any 
possibility of accepting the existence of 

a Jewish state, we hope and pray will 
likewise be defeated.

Beyond hopes and prayers, we can 
also support the Israel Emergency Relief 
Campaign.

The fight for the life of Israel is not yet 
over, and the needs of the people there 
are great. Israel’s agriculture (remember 
about the rain?) and economy are 
struggling with the workforce decimated 
by the call-up of reservists to serve and 
protect. Families have been displaced 
from both the south and the north, 
needing housing, supplies, schooling, 
and all kinds of support. An impassioned 
and detailed appeal was not the goal of 
this message, but the current situation 
cannot be ignored. As the poet Mordechai 
Gebirtig wrote, in a song I and other 
cantors around the world sang on 
Kristallnacht, “Don’t just stand there 
looking on, show what you can do — be 
true!”

This December, as in bimei Matityahu/
the days of Mattathias, may we all enjoy 
a Festival of Light, in the sheltering peace 
of our Shield and Redeemer.

Mosaic, in Israel, of Hebrew Zodiac showing the 
symbol for the month of Tevet — a goat, analagous to 

Capricorn. Esther was crowned queen on the 1st of Tevet.

Join us at
a76ers game!

Don’t miss this great opportunity for the Jewish Community 
of Reading/Berks to come together for an evening of
action-packed basketball as we celebrate our heritage 
with other Jewish communities from throughout the region.  
Seating is limited. Please RSVP today.
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By Rabbi Brian Michelson
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom

I f  you ask most 
J e w s  t o  i d e n t i f y 
the symbols of the 
holiday of Chanukah, 
they would probably 
respond  w i th  t he 
Chanukah menorah 
and candles, the latke 
or jelly donut, and 
the dreidel. What is 
interesting is that the origin of the third 
item, the dreidel, is shrouded in mystery.  
We are not exactly sure where this four-
sided top came from.

The rabbis of the Middle Ages argued 
that it comes from the time of the Greeks.  
The Greeks outlawed the study of the 
Torah (which is why the Haftarah portion 
came into existence as a workaround 
to the law). The rabbis believed that 
the dreidel game was used to fool the 
Greeks. Whenever Greek soldiers came 
to check, the students would quickly 
hide their materials and play dreidel.  
Torah study was a crime, but children’s 
gambling was acceptable.

In the United Kingdom and Ireland, 
there is a very similar game called Totum 
using a four-sided top. It can be traced 
back to the 1500s. The four sides had 

four English letters: T=take all, H=half, 
P=put down, and N=nothing.

The Yiddish/German version of the 
game used the letters: N=nichts (nothing), 
G=ganz (all), H=halb (half), and S=stell 
ein (put in). When Hebrew was revived 
as a spoken language at the end of the 
19th century, the dreidel was renamed 
the sevivon (the spinny thing). We must 
acknowledge that the game has unknown 
origins, has been played in various places 
for centuries, and may originally have had 
nothing to do with Chanukah.

This doubt about the dreidel is ironic 
because Chanukah is a holiday that is 
all about our ancestors’ willingness to 

sacrifice everything rather than integrate 
foreign ideas and practices into Judaism.  
The Maccabees fought against foreign 
religious interference and the compulsory 
addition of foreign religious practices into 
Judaism. The dreidel itself might be an 
example of cultural appropriation.

Yet I think the dreidel can still teach 
us and remind us of some very important 
lessons. If we teach our children that 
the dreidel was a tool used to defeat 
unreasonable laws, it becomes a true 
symbol for the festival of Chanukah and 
a beacon of light for us during dark days.

May your Chanukah be filled with 
light and joy!

The mysteries of  the dreidel

By Rabbi Yosef Lipsker
Chabad Center of Berks County

I am reminded of 
the quote: “Never fear 
shadows. They simply 
mean there’s a light 
shining somewhere 
nearby.”

T h e  f a m o u s 
symbol of Chanukah 
is the menorah. The original menorah 
— the one first placed in the Tabernacle 
and then later in the Temple of old 
in Jerusalem, was fashioned out of 
one single block of solid gold. It had 
branches spread out to the right and 

left from the center shaft.
Our tradition teaches, that although 

the branches were facing opposite 
directions, the actual flames, once lit, 
flickered at an angle — toward that center 
branch. However, the flame on that 
center shaft flickered neither to the right 
nor left but directly straight, upwards, 
toward heaven.

Each of us have vastly different 
viewpoints, religious standings, opinions, 
and are on varying sides of the political 
divide. We are like the arms of that 
timeless menorah — branching out to 
the left and right.

But we should never forget, that like 

the menorah of old, we are all crafted 
out of the same block of gold. We each 
have that spark of divinity within us. And 
we must keep our flame — our energy, 
focus, time, and resources, connected 
to the center branch — the one whose 
flame faced Heavenward. We need to 
focus our intentions and objectives on 
doing what G-d wants from us, and to 
use our gifts to work toward creating a 

better world.
And through doing that, we will be 

reminded that beyond the shadow of our 
current despair, there is an even greater 
light, the light of peace and safety, waiting 
impatiently nearby.

May we be blessed to experience 
that light now.

Am Yisrael Chai!
Happy Chanukah!

Keep our flame burning bright at this diffficult time

A family in our community is in the process

of downsizing and would like to offer their

piano to a good home. 

Pian
o!

Piano is a Janssen upright, in

good condition

The piano is free but the new

owner will be responsible for

moving it from it’s current

Wyomissing location.

Please call 610-207-5391 for

more information.

Please support
our advertisers.

Say you saw it in Shalom!
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Shaliach Ziv Laskin led a fun youth trip to Xtreme Air in Wyomissing on 
Nov. 11. It was an opportunity to enjoy trampoline jumping and other 

activities along with pizza and a drink. Watch for more opportunities to 
play, learn and meet others in the community at activities led by Ziv.

Xtreme Air with Ziv

Awarded Medicare’s Highest Ranking – 5 STARS 
Highest Quality Care | Private Suites | Resort-Like Surroundings

Our team of skilled therapists promote functional independence and 
wellness in a holistic, personalized way – we aspire to restore your health 
as quickly and safely as possible. Our beautiful new rehabilitation center 
includes 18 private suites and is complemented by services and amenities. 

SHORT-TERM 
REHABILITATION 

2000 Cambridge Avenue | Wyomissing, PA 19610

Safely Welcoming Rehabilitation Patients! 
To speak to our Clinical Liaison:

610.775.2300       Thehighlands.org

Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom’s Jewish Food and Cultural Festival 
returned to its full indoor format Nov. 5 and drew a big crowd from 

across the region eager to embrace our community.

Food Festival back inside
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By Carole Robinson
We just celebrated 

T h a n k s g i v i n g , s o 
this is a good time 
to reflect and give 
thanks for all that we 
have. 

And while we are 
grateful, our hearts 
ache as our brothers 
and sisters in Israel 
f ight for survival .  
Though we are physically safe here in 
America, we too feel the anguish of the 
war in our homeland and worry about our 
Israeli brethren. We anxiously await the 
updates from Israel each day, praying 
for good news and saddened by the 
necessity of war.  

Despite the cruel realities of war, life 
continues, and there is hope for a better 
world. In the words of former Israeli Prime 
Minister Golda Meir: “We hate war.  We do 
not rejoice in victories. We rejoice when 
a new kind of cotton is grown, and when 
strawberries bloom in Israel.”

Now seems like a good time to reflect 
on tikkun olam, the actions we are taking to 

repair the world.  Below are a few examples 
of how JFS is doing its part this year.

JFS Food Pantries 
• Fight food insecurity with our team 
of dedicated volunteers.
• Provide food to 550 households 
each month ,  inc lud ing  a  spec ia l 
Thanksgiving box and a turkey in November.  

Homelessness Prevention
• Rent assistance for 5 clients.
• Utility assistance for 4 clients.
• Emergency food for 8 clients.

Friendship Circle
• Meets twice monthly.
• Provides camaraderie, a meal, and 
a program for seniors.

Transportation
• Taxi transportation system for 
seniors and disabled community members 
to get to appointments and shop.
• Accompanied clients to 25 medical 
procedures.

Information
• Adult education programs on Elder 
Care Planning, Downsizing, and Medicare.
• Ind iv idual  Medicare Heal th 
Insurance consultations for 12 clients.
• Provide information and help 

in selecting and transitioning to senior 
residential facilities.
• Resource for local and out-of-town 
caregivers.

CommunityAid Partnership
• Received $500 to combat food 
insecurity and homelessness.
• Got $600 in shopping cards for JFS 
clients.

Social Service Outreach
• Over 60 hospital visits and follow-
up phone calls.
• More than 100 nursing home visits.
• Home visits and phone calls to 
shut-ins and clients with health issues.
• Holiday outreach for Shabbat, 
Purim, Passover, and Rosh Hashanah.
• Bereavement support.

And to think this is just a sample of 
the work JFS is doing to repair the world.  
Our “seeds” may not come to fruition 
immediately but require TLC from our staff 
and volunteers.

Let’s plant some strawberries together 
and watch them bloom.  For me, your 
help in growing our community “garden” is 
what I’m most thankful as I reflect on this 
Thanksgiving!

When strawberries bloom
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Food Pantry

Friendship Circle

Counseling Services

Transportation

Financial Assistance

Hospital and

   Home Visitations   

Living with Loss

Information and

   Referral   

Case Management

Holiday Programs

Holiday warmth at JFS food pantries

Clockwise from top left, Amanda Hornberger and Debra Montanino distributing a turkey to a JFS pantry client; a JFS pantry client cuddling a Godiva bear handed out at our 
Thanksgiving pantry; Cindy Balchunas presents a turkey to a client.
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Clockwise from top left, Debra Montanino and Joan Sherman presenting a program to Friendship Circle on Nov. 2; Ellen Schwickrath and Helene Berne enjoying being together at Friendship Circle; Louise Zeidman and Sylvia 
Wenger at Friendship Circle. At bottom left, Rylee Riegel, daughter of Federation staff member Amanda Wertz, holding a kindness tree sign created by her teachers and classmates of her preschool. Her class mates also created 

cards to hand out to the members of Friendship Circle.

What’s happening at Friendship Circle



SHALOM December 2023Page 14

Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom
Leaders of Reform Congregation 

Oheb Sholom took part in the Nov. 
9 Memorial Scrolls Trust Gathering 
at Congregation Rodeph Shalom in 
Philadelphia.

A small Torah kept at RCOS was part 
of the exhibit. It was among 1,800 scrolls 

rescued from the former Czechoslovakia 
after the Holocaust.

T h e  P h i l a d e l p h i a  e v e n t 
commemorated the trust that cares 
for the scrolls and loans them to 
c o n g r e g a i o n s ,  s c h o o l s  a n d 
organizations worldwide. There are 
1,400 of the Torahs in circulation.

RCOS President Bruce Cohen with the congregation’s Torah that was rescued from Europe after the Holocaust. 
He is joined by leaders of other congregations with Torahs from the Memorial Scrolls Trust.

Historic RCOS Torah recognized in Philadelphia

 

Pediatric and Adult Patients 
Treating Ear, Nose, Throat Problems  

Thyroid Nodules, Neck Masses & Sinusitis

Physicians: 

James P. Restrepo, M.D., FACS, ECNU 
Jeffrey S. Driben, M.D., FACS, ECNU

Scott J. Cronin, M.D., FACS
Adam P. Vasconcellos, M.D., FACS

Chetan Y. Safi, M.D.

Nurse Practitioner: 
Rosemarie Montgomery

MS, CRNP, FNP-C

ENT Head & Neck Specialists, PC  
985 Berkshire Blvd., Wyomissing  
610-374-5599 • www.ent-hns.net

Providing diagnostic and rehabilitative services for all types of hearing loss, for any age group. 
Hearing and Balance Disorders 

State of the Art Hearing Aid Fittings 
In House Hearing Aid Repairs

Audiologists: 
 

Melanie A. Appler, AuD, FAAA
Matthew R. Bonsall, AuD, FAAA

Jenna L. Galan, AuD, CCC-A
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Top left, Cteenjr visited the Exeter Community Library to volunteer and learn about itscommunity programs. The kids 
enjoyed fun games and activities with Hebrew “letters” and “words. With thanks to Nancy Russo and Liz Stavenski-
Bell. LLP.  Above, a Havdalah at an Israeli wine and cheese event at Chabad.  Sommelier Jay Buchsbaum  presented 

the group with an array of wines from Israel along with wine drinking tips and ideas. At left, Chabad’s Pink Unity 
Challa Bake  combined Breast Cancer Awareness with Support for our brothers and sisters in Israel and the hostages.  

Another busy month at Chabad

Obituaries
George Weiss, 92 of Sewell, N.J.,  

formerly of Reading, died Oct. 27. Born 
in Chester, George attended MIT and 
graduated from Temple in 1953 and was 
a proud Army Veteran.  George worked as 
the Merchandise Manager for Boscov’s 
for 31 years, retiring in 1996. He was 
a member of Chabad of Berks County. 
After his retirement, George enjoyed 
spending time at his home in Cape May, 
N.J., with family and friends. He was 
predeceased by his wife, Marlene, in 
2016 and is survived by his sons Gary 
(Adele) of New Jersey and Martin (Jinju) 
of Texas and six grandchildren.  George 
will be remembered as a humble and 
generous man.

---
Judith Jacobs ,  81 of Exeter 

Township passed away on Nov. 13.  
Judy graduated from Reading High, 
earned a Master degree in education 
from Kutztown University and worked 
as a teacher and reading specialist 
until her retirement. Judy was actively 
involved at Hillcrest Racquet Club, a 
member of RCOS and a supporter of 
the Jewish Federation of Reading. She 
especially enjoyed sharing her artwork, 
traveling, playing tennis and caring for 
her pets.  Judy was predeceased by 
her husband, Neil, and survived by 
her sons Matthew and wife Samara, 
and Marc and her grandchildren Mia, 
Marissa and Charlie and her sister 
Gail Walsh

December �  Kislev-Tevet 

Shabbat Candle Lightings 
	  

Torah Portions	  

 
 
 
December 1 
4:20 p.m. 
 
December 8- Chanukah 
4:19 p.m. 
 
December 15- Chanukah 
4:20 p.m.       
 
December 22 
4:23 p.m. 
 
December 29 
4:28 p.m. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                             

 
 
 
December 2/19 Kislev 
Vayishlach (Genesis 32:4-36:43) 
 
December 9/26 Kislev- Chanukah 
Vayeisshev (Genesis 23:1-25:18) 
 
December 16/4 Tevet- Chanukah 
Mikeitz (Genesis 41:1-44:17) 
 
December 23/11 Tevet 
Vayigash (Ezekiel 37:15-28) 
 
December 30/18 Tevet 
Vayechi (47:28-50:26) 
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10













Continued from Page 5
silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Contributions as of Aug. 18
Evelyn S. Thompson Nursery School Scholarship Fund
In memory of:

Marjorie “Tootie” Moyer - Helene Berne, Judy Synammon, Debbie & David 
Goldberg

Robert Kauffman - Beth & Bob Caster

Lakin Holocaust Library & Resource Center
In memory of:

Robert Kauffman - Sid & Esther Bratt,  Evelyn & Jay Lipschutz 
George Eligman - George Viener

Jewish Family Service
In memory of: 

Marjorie “Tootie” Moyer - Lila & Janine Shapiro, Louise Zeidman, James & 
Georganne Shepherd, Friendship Circle

Renee Seidel - Alan & Susan Weisberg, Mariette Jacobson
Pauline Himmelberger - Corinne & Andy Wernick  
Hannah Piskin - Joan Sherman & Debra Montanino 
Korey Blanck - Jonathan & Jan Simon

Friendship Circle
In memory of: 

Marjorie “Tootie” Moyer - Theresa & Gene Gaumer, Judy & Jack Seidel, Sylvia 
Wenger, Jim & Susan Allison, Jon & Joyce Sandberg, Janet Sulman-Pratt & Robert 
Pratt, Lynn & Gail & Alex Row

Pauline Himmelberger -  Jonathan & Jan Simon 

Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In memory of:

Marjorie “Tootie” Moyer -  Avis & Jeff Lewis, Wendy Neuhs
Ivan Botvin -Vic & Dena Hammel

Jewish Family Service Food Pantry
In memory of:

Ivan Botvin - Margo Thomas

PJ Library
In memory of:

Ann Robinson - George Viener
Robert Kauffman - George Viener
Ivan Botvin - George Viener
Marcia Eligman - George Viener
Jeanne Winston - George Viener 

In honor of:
Mark and Sharon Melnick’s 40th wedding anniversary - Rebecca Robinson, 

Benjamin & Kari Robinson

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  
Jewish Family Service    
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    
JFS Food Bank     
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  
Doris Levin Fund     
Sue B. Viener Memorial Fund for PJ Library 
Harry & Rose Sack Fund    
Evelyn Thompson Fund    

✡  

Shabbat Candle Lightings Torah Portions

  
 
 
September 1 
7:18 pm  
 
September 8                                                                                                    

 
 
 
September 2/16 Elul 
Ki Tavo (Deuteronomy 26:1-29:9) 
 
September 9/23 Elul 

7:07 pm                                                                    
 

Nitzavim-Vayelech (Deuteronomy 29:10-30:20) 
 

September 15 
6:55 p.m. 
 
September 22                                                                      
6:43 p.m.    
 
September 29 
6:32 p.m. 
                                                                                                                    

September 16 
Rosh Hashanah 
 
September 23/8 Tishri 
Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32:1-52) 
 
September 30 
Sukkot 

Israel21c.org
From three hours every night since the 

start of the current war, civilian teams patrol 
the streets of Nof HaGalil in northern Israel. 

Inside each car are two Arab residents 
and two Jewish residents. They are 
determined to keep the peace.  Located 
just north of Nazareth, Nof HaGalil prides 
itself on friendly relations between its 
Jewish majority and its approximately 30-
40% Muslim and Christian Arab population. 

The patrol teams know that war could 

bring out any tensions bubbling below this 
peaceful surface.

War threatens not only Israel’s Jewish 
majority but also its Arabs. Missiles and 
terrorists from Gaza don’t discriminate 
between ethnicities or faiths. 

But within that indiscriminate danger 
lies another potential danger: fears, 
prejudices and differences in outlook, 
opinion and allegiance. 

“We have had no incidents that need 
reporting to the police. The streets are quiet 

and we hope and pray it stays that way,” 
says Dan Segal, one of the founders of the 
five-year-old Bustan (Orchard) initiative in 
Nof HaGalil.

Bustan grew out of the warm feelings 
engendered by the Sukkah of Hope that 
Arab dentist Khalil Bakly and his wife, 
surgeon Reem Bakly, built at their Nof 
HaGalil home for of Sukkot in 2017. All 
residents were welcome.

“Over 1,000 people came to my home 
on that holiday,” Khalil Bakly said. 

“I understood at that moment that we 
Arabs and Jews have a big potential for 
working together. We started with two 
Arabs and two Jews, and then decided to 
form an organization later called Bustan. 

Today, hundreds of people in Nof HaGalil 
are taking part in our activities.”

Segal says the vision of Bustan is to 
transform Nof HaGalil from a mixed city to 
a shared city. 

“A shared city is where positive daily 
interactions between Jews and Arabs 
occur, where cultural resources are 
distributed fairly, and there is a shared 
feeling of pride and wellbeing,” he explains. 

Bustan sponsors indoor and outdoor 
events focused on art, music, hiking, 
sports, archaeology, female empowerment, 
l a n g u a g e  c o u r s e s ,  n o n v i o l e n t 
communication, theater, emergency 
response courses, leadership training 
and more. 

Arabs, Jews work together to patrol Israeli town

OCTOBER 19 NOVEMBER 2 + 16 DECEMBER 7+21

JANUARY 4+18 FEBRUARY 1+15 MARCH  7+21

kESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE
555 WARWICK DRIVE  WYOMISSING, PA 19606

PLEASE HELP US MAKE A MINYAN ON
THE FIRST AND THIRD THURSDAYS  OF
EVERY  MONTH SO THOSE NEEDING TO

SAY KADDISH ARE ABLE TO. 

ALL ARE WELCOME

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 
ROBERT SCHNEIER

(484) 987-4805
ROBERTBSCHNEIER@GMAIL.COM

DO A MITZVAH

MINYAN STARTS AT 7:30 PM AND LASTS
20-25 MINUTES

SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2024
AWARD PRESENTATION AT 6:00 PM

COCKTAILS & HEAVY HORS D’OEUVRES
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

THE RUTH & IRVIN BALIS
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION AWARD

WILL BE PRESENTED TO

SAVE THE DATE

STEVEN LEVINE

04.13.24
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10













Continued from Page 5
silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Contributions as of Nov. 10
Jewish Family Service
In memory of:

Edward Golden – Sue Wachs, Cheryl and Eric Farber, Louise Zeidman, Doris 
and Elliot Leisawitz, Alan and Marjorie Leisawitz
Richard Roeberg – Sue Wachs, Cheryl and Eric Farber, Doris and Elliot 
Leisawitz, Andi Watkins and Jeff Sternlieb
Robert Pollack – Jonathan and Jan Simon, Doris and Elliot Leisawitz
John Moyer – Doris and Elliot Leisawitz 

Harry and Rose Sack Fund
In memory of: 

Edward Golden – Amy Schein-Hollowbush

Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In memory of:

Edward Golden – Keith and Amy Copaken, Marsha and Joel Adelman, Stuart 
and Joanne Zager, Helene and Henry Singer 
Richard Roeberg – Marsha and Joel Adelman, Stuart and Joanne Zager
George Weiss – The Eisenberg Family
John Moyer – Penelope Proserpi

Lakin Holocaust Library & Resource Center
In memory of:

John Moyer – Jonathan and Jan Simon

Israel Emergency Fund
In honor of:

Richard Roeberg – Lynn and Richard Gordon
Edward Golden – Lynn and Richard Gordon 

Jewish Family Service Food Pantry
In memory of:

John Moyer - Helene and Henry Singer

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  
Jewish Family Service    
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    
JFS Food Bank     
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  
Doris Levin Fund     
Sue B. Viener Memorial Fund for PJ Library 
Harry & Rose Sack Fund    
Evelyn Thompson Fund    

Join us for another fun 
hands-on program with Ziv! 

Learn the history of Hanukkah 
and enjoy latkes

 
Brought to us by Ziv Laskin, 
Community Shaliach of the 

Jewish Federation of Reading!
Please call or stop by the 

Library to register!

BROUGHT TO US BY
4569 Prestwick Dr.
Reading, PA 19606
www.berkslibraries.org/exeter
610-406-9431

HANUKKAH:
A CELEBRATION

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 8TH
AT 11:00 AM
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We also carry many of your favorite Kosher deli, dairy, frozen and grocery products.

wishes you a
Happy Chanukah!

Streit’s 
Chanukah 
Candles 44 ct

Kedem Sparkling
Juice
25.4 oz

Savion Fruit Slices
6 oz

Manischewitz 
Potato Pancake 
Mix
6 oz

Kedem 
Tea Biscuits
4.2 oz

Manischewitz 
Candy Coins
0.5 - 0.53 oz

Gunter’s
Clover Honey Bear
12 oz

Bosco 
Chocolate Syrup
22 oz

Manischewitz 
Matzo Ball Mix or 
Egg Noodles
4.5 - 12 oz

Lipton Kosher
Soup Mix
2 - 2.4 oz

Kedem Concord 
Grape Juice
64 oz

Lieber’s
Square Dreidel
1.05 oz

Challah Bread
ea

Kosher Boneless & 
Skinless Chicken 
Breast Fillet
lb

Fresh Kosher 
Whole or Cut Up 
Fresh Chickens
lb
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Prices effective through December 20th, 2023
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We reserve the right to limit quantities. • Not responsible for typographical or pictorial errors.
Products may not be available in all stores.www.weismarkets.com

WHEN YOU BUY 2
lesser quantities $3.49

WHEN YOU BUY 2
lesser quantities $3.49
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