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By Laurie Waxler

The Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks 
was pleased to host Ira Forman, visiting 
Professor of Contemporary Antisemitism 
at Georgetown University and Senior 
Fellow at Georgetown’s Center for Jewish 
Civilization, for the 42nd annual Leo Camp 
Memorial Lecture on Nov. 16. 

Forman addressed the positives of the 
Jewish community in light of antisemitism. 
He talked about the strength of the 
community and about past Pew Research 
studies that have shown the general public 
has identified Judaism in a positive light.

He also said that while the U.S. has a 
strong civil society, he is concerned that it’s 
weakening. He addressed the increase in 
violence against Jews, such as the Tree of 
Life shooting in Pittsburgh, the increased 
freedom people feel to speak their mind 
about what they don’t like, and the fact 
that antisemitism is multifaceted. He noted 
antisemitism comes from the far right, the 
far left and from extreme Islamic groups 
and emphasized that it would be wrong to 
think it’s from only one group.

Forman talked briefly about the most 
recent antisemitic comments from Ye 
(formerly Kanye West) and Kyrie Irving 
and the fact that conspiracy theories are 
behind most antisemitism. This type of 
behavior goes back to Henry Ford in the 
1920s when he bought his hometown 
newspaper, the Dearborn Independent. 
He went on to produce 91 publications 
promoting antisemitic propaganda stating 
that the Jews wanted to control the world. 
Whatever was wrong in the world, in Ford’s 
view, was because of the Jews.

One of Forman’s key points was that 
Jews don’t need to be present to have 
antisemitism, which he thinks makes 
antisemitism different from racism and 
anti-Islamic sentiments. He used the 
example that when the replacement theory 
came about, regarding a plot designed to 
undermine or “replace” the political power 
and culture of white people with non-white 
immigrants, it was thought to be brought 
about by the Jews.

One audience member, Alex Civil, 
who represented the NAACP asked how 
minority groups can work together to 
help fight antisemitism. Forman talked a 
lot about the need for Jews to develop 
coalitions with other minority groups so in 
times of need, they can act together. Civil 
went on to state he was part of the Greater 
Reading Unity Coalition, made up of the 

NAACP, the Jewish Federation, the Islamic 
Center, Centro Hispano and the LGBT 
community and Forman remarked with a 
smile, “I like your group already!”

Forman ended the talk explaining 
he was not in the business of ending 
antisemitism because it’s been around 

for 2,000 years. His analogy was that 
“you can’t turn off the faucet, but you 
can turn down the flow.” He noted that 
while every generation of Jews thinks 
they will be the last, “Jews are not an 
ever-dying people, they are an ever-
living people.”

Leo Camp Lecture puts
focus on antisemitism

Ira Forman addresses the audience at Albright College for the 42nd annual Leo Camp lecture.

It’s not too late to contribute 
to the 2022 Annual Campaign! See Page 2

From left, guest speaker Ira Forman, JFR interim CEO Amanda Hornberger, Albright College President Jacqueline 
Fetrow and David Camp, son of Leo Camp.  
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By Laurie Waxler
Development Director

I f  y o u ’ r e  l i k e  m e , 
you write the majority of 
your donation checks to 
nonprofits at the end of the 
year. I assume it’s just my 
bad habit of procrastination 
that leads me to do it, but 
I’m sure there are a variety 
of reasons. Perhaps you just want to weigh 
what you can give based on the expenses 
you’ve had throughout the year, planned 
or unplanned. Most people probably 
think about the hopes of a tax-deduction 
come April 15, and for those who take the 
standard deduction, you just want to be sure 
you have supported a nonprofit that means 
something to you and fulfills your tzedakah 
for the year.

Regardless of when and/or or why you 
make your donation, there are a variety of 
ways to give before the end of December. 
I talked about monthly giving in my last 
article, spreading your annual donation 
out over 12 months. This is an easy option 
and can be set up through our Federation 
website. Once you initiate it, you don’t 
have to think about it again and you’ll know 

you’re continuing to support your Jewish 
Community. 

Another option for our retirees in using 
your IRA charitable rollover to satisfy the 
required minimum distribution (RMD) 
without incurring income tax, even if you 
don’t itemize your deductions. This option 
is available for those 72 or older. For 
those of you who are required to take that 
distribution and want to donate, your IRA 
custodian can have checks written directly 
to the charity of your choice.

Another way to make a financial gift 
would be to donate appreciated non-
cash assets in the form of stocks. This 
is an effective, tax-wise way to make a 
meaningful contribution and can potentially 
eliminate the capital gains tax you would 
otherwise incur if you sold the asset first and 

then donated the proceeds. Annual limits 
for these charitable gifts are 30% Adjusted 
Gross Income (AGI.) 

Regardless of how you give, please 
know we appreciate every donation. As 
I’ve mentioned before, our Federation 
serves as the umbrella of all things Jewish 
in Berks County and with your support, 
we are able to provide the voice needed 
in organizations such as the Greater 
Reading Unity Coalition and others. Having 
a seat at the table allows us to build those 
increasingly important relationships with 
other nonprofits and minority groups 
and we can’t do any of this without your 
financial support.

I f  you have not  yet  made your 
contribution to our 2022 Annual Campaign, 
please do so today!
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Annual Campaign

Women’s Philanthropy

Maimonides Society

Your Jewish Legacy

Chai Circle

L’Chaim Society

Book of Life

Letter of Intent

DONATE NOW
TO OUR
 JEWISH 

COMMUNITY 
CAMPAIGN

Please visit 
ReadingJewishCommunity.

org

Make your gift 
today!

2022 Annual Campaign: Ways to give

TOGETHER WE
GO

FORWARD

ANNUAL COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN 2022 |  DONATE TODAY

FORWARD
ReadingJewishCommunity.org

Disney Park-Hopper pass raffle supports 
Federation’s camp scholarships

By Laurie Waxler
The Federation staff is updating our 

Summer Camp Scholarship application 
process, and our Disney raffle is the 
perfect kickstart to bring attention to 
the program!

All funds raised through the purchase 
of raff le t ickets wi l l  go toward the 
scholarships, aimed at helping local 
families afford Jewish summer camp 
for their children.

Besides the many benefits camp 
offers, extensive research in recent 
years has proved that children who 

attend Jewish summer camp are more 
l ike ly to ident i fy  as Jewish adul ts 
and act ively engage in the Jewish 
community. 

The passes were graciously provided 
to  the  Federa t ion  fo r  fundra is ing 
purposes by Points of Light, a nonprofit 
organizat ion founded by President 
George H.W. Bush. The Federation 
did a recent volunteer project with the 
group. 

J u s t  i n  t i m e  f o r  t h e  p e r f e c t 
Hanukah  g i f t  f o r  you r  k ids ,  you r 
grandkids, or yourself… visit www.

ReadingJewishCommunity.org today to 
enter to win! Checks can be mailed to 
the Federation office at 1100 Berkshire 
Blvd,  Sui te 125,  Wyomissing,  PA. 
19610. Checks should be made payable 
to Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks 
with “Disney Raffle” in the memo line. 
You will receive an acknowledgement 
of each entry.

Deadline for entry is Wednesday, 
Dec. 7. Drawing will be held on Dec. 8 
at Friendship Circle at 1 p.m. All Disney 
tickets must be used by June 17, 2024. 
Blackout dates are Dec. 25-31.

Don't miss your 

chance to win!
 

Ten(10) Park-Hopper Day Passes 

to Disney World!
(value ~ $2,000)

$25 = 1 ticket

$50 = 3 tickets

$100 = 6 tickets

Proceeds benefit the 
Jewish Federation of Reading 

Camp Scholarship Fund!

Drawing will be held 
December 8th!
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Leah Leisawitz helps her great-grandparents Sid and Esther Bratt light candles, joined by Jeff Gernsheimer, Haia Mazuz, Mariette Jacobson and Cindy Chronister at the Nov. 9 interfaith Kristallnacht 
observance held at Christ Church in Reading. 

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE 
VEHICLE DONATION PROGRAM

Enjoy tax benefits when you donate your vehicle to 
JFS.  Contact Carole at 610-921-0624 or CaroleR@
JFReading.org or go to https://careasy.org/nonprofit/
JFS-Reading.

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Interim CEO

As I write this our staff is busy preparing 
for our leadership event and finalizing 
budgeting and planning for 2023. It is 
a perfect time to reflect on the many 
successes from Jewish Federation of 
Reading in 2022 made possible by YOUR 
support.

Federation is the go-to local source 
for K-12 educational outreach regarding 
antisemitism and hate in our community. 
Greater Reading Unity Coalition continues 

to reach new parts of our community 
and share our message of unity and 
understanding.

Jewish Family Services now serves 
almost 400 families a month at our two 
United Way supported food pantries. 
This is an increase of almost 150 families 
since January. Our volunteers make these 
pantries run!

JFR continues to support Jewish 
education by taking back ownership 
of Lakin Preschool. In addition, JFR 
supports our local synagogue partners 

and educational programming for children, 
tweens and teens.

A wide variety of programs from 
educational to fun, culinary to film and 
many more brought our community 
together in so many ways this year.

Thirteen women and I got to experience 
Israel during our first Momentum mission. 
Our group continues to meet and learn 
and grow together, four months after our 
trip.

While this year brought challenges 
to JFR and our community, I’m proud of 

our staff for stepping up and creatively 
working together to continue to serve the 
community. 

Without you, none of this would have 
been possible. Thank you.

There is so much to look forward to 
in 2023: our first in-person Community 
Shabbat since 2019, a revamped Jewish 
camp scholarship program, updated 
tween programming and of course, 
celebrating Israel’s 75th birthday this April. 
We look forward to continuing to serve you 
and welcome your ideas and feedback.

Reflections on our Federation’s successes

Circle of light participants, at left, Susan Wilson, Janine Ure and Carole Robinson; at right Greater Reading Unity Coalition members, John Morgan, Michael Toledo, Margo Levin, Alex Civil and Debbie Goldberg.

Community gathers to remember Kristallnacht
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By Rabbi Brian Michelson
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom

Chanukah offers 
one of the greatest 
o p p o r t u n i t i e s  t o 
infuse our homes with 
Jewish values. As the 
holiday spirit pervades 
everything, this is a 
great time to welcome 
neighbors, friends, and 
classmates into our 
homes. When we join together for 
blessings, songs, and games, we are 
reminded about the power of light as a 

transformative force that can overcome 
bigotry, racism, tyranny, and hate.  

Our Chanukah candles remind us that 
each of us is a candle. We can reach 
into ourselves and reach out to others 
to dispel darkness and create light in a 
world that is often dark and needs light. 
A single candle can fill a room with light, 
so we must remember that the actions 
of one individual can make a difference. 
No action is too small or insignificant to 
be unable to bring light and joy into the 
world.  When added together, these small 
lights can create a bright light.

Chanukah translates as rededication, 

and the holiday itself represents the 
rededication of the Temple in Jerusalem 
that was dishonored by Antiochus IV in 
186 BCE. It was restored by the valiant 
struggle of the Maccabees. However, this 
year Chanukah should be understood 
in a much larger sense. This year this 
occasion should be a rededication of 
all the things that we hold dear in our 
Jewish and American lives. We have 
experienced challenges as a nation, let 
us rededicate ourselves to those things in 
life that matter. Let us move this holiday 
beyond the material and into the spiritual.

During the holiday we light eight 

candles. Let us dedicate the candles to 
the joy of a reaffirmation of ourselves 
to the highest qualities to which we can 
aspire. Let the candles represent: 1) 
Faith, 2) Freedom, 3) Courage, 4) Love, 
5) Charity, 6) Integrity, 7) Knowledge, and 
8) Peace.  We use a servant candle to 
light the other candles. The “Shamash” 
represents the power that each of us 
has to bring these eight qualities into 
our lives.

May this Chanukah truly be one of 
rededication and one in which we re-
discover the power of the light within 
each of us.

Let’s rededicate ourselves to everything we hold dear

By Rabbi Yosef Lipsker
Chabad Center of Berks County

Chanukah is not 
just about l ighting 
a flame each night 
— adding light and 
brightness for eight 
consecutive nights. 
Chanukah is about 
t h e  s p i r i t  o f  o u r 
tradition and Torah.

The root of the 
word Chanukah spelled in Hebrew is 
Chinuch = education.

The essence of the Chanukah story 
celebrates a victory. Unlike many other 
historical, and current, dangers to our 

people, Chanukah was not about a 
physical threat against the Jewish 
people. Jewish physical life was not 
in danger. Rather, it was the Jewish 
soul which was being attacked. In the 
prayer “Al Hanissim,” which is recited 
on Chanukah,  it emphasises that the 
threat was against the divinity of Torah 
and Mitzvot — the soul of all that we 
do.

In a culture that celebrated the 
mater ia l ,  phys ica l ,  de l ights  and 
pleasures, they rejected anything 
remotely religious in nature. All the 
harsh decrees and legislation directly 
targeted the faith and its practices.

Chanukah released the people 

from this threat and persecution. We 
were once again free to celebrate and 
study the beauty and meaning of our 
heritage.

Chanukah arrested this fatal attack 
and breathed new l i fe into what 
was quickly becoming the spiritually 
lifeless.

This remains the ongoing challenge 
and objective of each Jew throughout 
history. To overcome apathy and 
disinterest. There may be a whole 
slew of excuses why we feel sluggish 
and disconnected when it comes to 
our faith.

In reality, it is life itself draining 
away. If our faith is meaningless it 

eventually disappears.
We must keep in mind the words 

we recite every night of Chanukah “in 
these days and in this time”

The s t rugg les  o f  apathy and 
ignorance continue challenging us.

There was once a man who was 
asked what is worse: ignorance or 
apathy?

His response was, I don’t know and 
I don’t care.

The story of Chanukah reminds us 
about the challenge and inspires us 
to restore the Spirit and soul of our 
heritage  by introducing meaning and 
purpose in to life itself.

Happy Chanukah!

Restore spirit, soul of  our heritage at Chanukah

NOONTIME KNOWLEDGE 
Tuesday, Dec. 20 at noon at the JCC 

 “Architectural Lessons from  

the Kibbutz: 

Daniel Libeskind” 
 

 
Presented by Sara Howells, art educator and co-founder of Triptych 
Federation.  Learn about Libeskind’s temporary memorial, green 
architecture, and public house ventures. 
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Rocking winter Wonderland
Thursday, December 15 • 1pm

Jack Frost nipping at your nose? Shake off the midday chill 
in exchange for some fun! Enjoy complimentary festive 

refreshments and musical entertainment. Dance and sing 
along to your favorite oldies tunes and holiday classics!

Please RSVP by December 13 by  
calling Christine at 610-624-1299

Grief support group
Do you or someone you know have an interest in 

participating in a grief support group?

Please contact Carole at CaroleR@JFReading.org or 
call 610-921-0624.

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Thinking about buying or selling?
David Spillerman, REALTOR®

cell: 610-207-1223  |  office: 610-372-3200

Your World.
Under One Roof.

By Cantor Ted Prosnitz
Kesher Zion Synagogue
Talmud Shabbat 21b

What is Ḥanukkah, 
and why are lights 
k i n d l e d  d u r i n g 
H a n u k k a h ?  T h e 
Gemara  answers : 
The Sages taught in 
Megillat Ta’anit: On the 
twenty-fifth of Kislev, 
the days of Ḥanukkah 
are eight. One may not 
eulogize on them and one may not fast 
on them. What is the reason? When the 
Greeks entered the Sanctuary they defiled 
all the oils that were in the Sanctuary by 
touching them. And when the Hasmonean 
monarchy overcame them and emerged 
victorious over them, they searched 
and found only one cruse of oil that was 
placed with the seal of the High Priest, 
undisturbed by the Greeks. And there was 
sufficient oil there to light the candelabrum 
for only one day. A miracle occurred and 
they lit the candelabrum from it eight 
days. The next year the Sages instituted 
those days and made them holidays 
with recitation of Hallel and special 
thanksgiving in prayer and blessings.

Siddur Amidah Prayer
In the days of the Hasmonean, 

Mat ta th ias  son o f  Johanan,  the 
High Priest, and his sons, when the 
iniquitous power of Greece rose up 
against thy people Israel to make 
them forgetful of thy Torah, and to 

force them to transgress the statutes 
of thy will, then didst thou in thine 
abundant mercy rise up for them in 
the time of their trouble; thou didst 
plead their cause, thou didst judge 
their suit, thou didst avenge their 
wrong; thou delivered the strong into 
the hands of the weak, the many into 
the hands of the few, the impure into 
the hands of the pure, the wicked 
into the hands of the righteous, and 
the arrogant into the hands of them 
that occupied themselves with thy 
Torah…

***
Two reasons given for Ḥanukkah: 

one mentions a miracle about oil, one 
does not.

Yes, a great miracle happened in 
those days at this season, Nes Gadol 
Hayah Sham, hence the letters on the 
dreidel: ש ה ג נ .

But the real miracle is that Judaism 
survived. It was threatened not just 
by the Syrian Greek armies, but by 
assimilation into the Hellenistic way 
of life. Many Jews abandoned Torah, 
ended Shabbat  observance and 
kashrut and even went as far as to 
undergo uncircumcision. But other 
Jews, heeding Mattathias’ call, “All 
who are faithful to the Lord…follow me” 
(I Maccabees 2:27), chose to follow 
their faith. They struggled against the 
Hellenizers and fought against the 
Syrians.

Juda i sm  t r i umphed .  Bu t  t he 

i n t e r n a l  d i f f i c u l t i e s  b e t w e e n 
Israelites were not something the 
rabbis of the Talmud wanted to focus 
on. Neither the civil disturbances nor 
the later failings of the Hasmonean 
ru lers  are found in  the Talmud, 
and the accounts in the Books of 
the Maccabees are not part of the 
Hebrew Biblical canon. A delayed 
celebration of Sukkot, or an imitation 
of  the or ig inal  dedicat ion of  the 
Temple, may have been the origin 
of the eight-day celebration of the 
Ḥanukkah miracle. 

In our own days, the celebration 
of Ḥanukkah has both religious and 
nationalistic elements. We sometimes 
see in communities that have large 
Jewish populations Ḥanukkiot lit in the 
public square, just as Christmas trees 
are displayed and decorated there.

Pennsylvania’s own Al legheny 
County successfully defended this 
practice in the United States Supreme 
Court (County of Allegheny v. ACLU, 
1989). While we may applaud signs 
of Jewish celebrations being treated 
equally as Christian ones, we should 

acknowledge this with eyes wide open. 
Some of the justices held different 
reasons for its constitutionality. One 
defense was that the display did not 
promote the governmental promotion 
of one religion over another. That is all 
fine and good.

Another reason given was that 
Ḥanukkah had attained secular status. 
That is not at all good.

When we l ight  the Ḥanukkah 
menorah we say, רֵּנַה ָּלַה תֹו  We :ּול
kindle these lights on account of the 
miracles, the deliverances and the 
wonders which thou didst work for our 
fathers, by means of thy holy priests. 
During all the eight days of Ḥanukkah 
these lights are sacred, neither is it 
permitted us to make any profane use 
of them; but we are only to look at 
them, in order that we may give thanks 
unto thy Name for thy miracles, thy 
deliverances and thy wonders.

Let us heed the words of Peter 
Yarrow’s song “Light One Candle”: 
Don’t let the light go out, it’s lasted 
for so many years, Don’t let the light 
go out!

Two tales of  one holiday
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By Amanda J. Hornberger
Chief Operating Officer

Apple users, these classes are for you! 
Are you intimidated by your iPhone? Let 
Mike Farrara, retired educator, give you 
some basics and help get you started.

Sample topics include:
- is this text or email real?
- how to make a contact list?
- how do I crop a photo?
- what is the cloud?
- how to download a photo from a text 

or email
- what is health medical ID and should 

I use it?
Join us for group classes at the JCC 

on Dec. 6, 13, 20, 27 from 2 to 3 pm. 
RSVP requested to info@jfreading.org 
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Tech Tuesdays return

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks 

invites the community to celebrate Jewish 
Heritage Night at a basketball game with the 
Philadelphia 76ers vs. Toronto Raptors on 
Monday, Dec. 19. Game time is 7 p.m. at the 
Wells Fargo Center in Philadelphia.

The bus leaves the JCC at 5 p.m. and will 
return immediately following the game.

Kids under 13 are required to bring an 
adult. Teens will be monitored by our Shaliach 
Ziv Laskin and JCC staff. 

Pricing includes roundtrip transportation 
and ticket to 76ers game (200 level seat). 
The cost is $65 per JCC member or child, 
$80 per community member or child (non-
JCC member) and $30 per youth who attends 
three community youth events through 

December.
Yo u  c a n  r e g i s t e r  o n l i n e  a t 

ReadingJewishCommunity.org or scan the 
QR code on the ad on Page 7 of this issue 
of Shalom.

If you have questions or for more 
information, please contact Amanda at 
amandah@jfreading.org or call 610-921-
0624.

Tickets still available for
Jewish Heritage Night at Philadelphia 76ers

1963 1965 1967 1968

Save the Date!
MLK Youth Day of Service
Monday, January 16, 2023

"And so even though we face the
difficulties of today and tomorrow, I

still have a dream. It is a dream
deeply rooted in the American

dream."

MARTIN LUTHER
KING JR.

TIMELINE OF HISTORIC SPEECHES

Dr. King delivered
his famous "I have
a Dream" speech
on the steps of

the Lincoln
memorial.

After marching
from Selma to

Montgomery, he
orates a speech

entitled "Our God
is Marching On." 

In what is known
to be his most
controversial

speech, "Beyond
Vietnam, a time

to break the
Silence," he

condemns the
Vietnam War.

In his last speech,
"I've Been to the
Mountaintop," he

addresses
sanitation

workers on strike
in Memphis,
Tennessee. 

More details to
come in 

January Shalom!

16

January 2023
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By Margo Levin
I recently attended the General 

Assembly (GA) of the Jewish Federations 
of North America (JFNA), which was held 
in Chicago from Oct. 30 to Nov. 2.

At the GA, the Jewish Federation of 
Reading joined more than 1,200 Jewish 
communal leaders representing 146 
independent Federations and a network 
of 300 smaller communities across North 
America. Participants in the GA worked 
to set the shared Jewish communal 
agenda for the year ahead and heard 
from a diverse array of voices on critical 
issues facing the North American Jewish 
community.

This year’s GA focused on responses 
to the geopolitical challenges and global 
events impacting the Jewish community, 
and challenges and opportunities toward 
building flourishing Jewish communities. 
Topics discussed included the urgency of 
Jewish communal security, the response 
of the JFNA and local Federations to the 
Ukraine crisis and the future of Jews in 
Ukraine and Russia, and new initiatives 
and partnerships to combat the rise in 
antisemitism.

JFNA Board Chair Julie Platt aptly 
identified the issues faced by the Jewish 
community and stated the following: 
“These extreme challenges we face require 
bold solutions and broad collaborations 
so that we can effectively strengthen 
our communities and ensure that they 
are safe, compassionate, inclusive, and 
vibrant.”

I had the pleasure of meeting Eric D. 
Fingerhut, the President and CEO of the 
JFNA, who echoed the sentiments of Ms. 
Platt and expressed the need to cultivate 
and sustain a strong global community 
now and for generations to come.   

I had the opportunity to participate 
in various presentations, lectures and 
workshops which addressed these issues. 

The clear theme of the leadership 
is that we are facing challenging times, 
which requires that Jewish communities, 
synagogues and different movements 
“come together for a more diverse and 
flourishing Jewish Community,” that we 
“must keep building” as we know how 
to do it, and that we remain mindful 
that “human rights are Jewish rights.” 
#generalassembly2022.

Jewish leaders from across country gather at GA

Obituary
Gladys Lewis, 90, originally from 

New Jersey, died on Oct. 20.  She 
worked as a secretary for Union 
Carbide until becoming a homemaker. 
She was an active volunteer for 
Easter Seals and Jewish communal 
organizations and was a member 

of Kesher Zion Synagogue. Gladys 
was an expert knitter and enjoyed 
playing cards and mahjong. She was 
predeceased by her husband of 60 
years, Mervin, and survived by her 
daughter Mindy and husband Rob 
Coopersmith and her son Gary Lewis, 
three grandsons and their significant 
others and two great-grandsons.

Mazel tov to Sue and Alan Weisberg 
on the marriage of their daughter Jamie 
to Quinn Ritter, Conshohocken

***
Mazel tov to Bonnie Cohen on the 

birth of her granddaughter Inara Beth 
Cohen on Sept. 23 and to Inara’s parents 
Daniel and Brittany Cohen.

***
Mazel tov to Abbey and Dyke 

Sassaman on the Bar Mitzvah of their 
son Jeremy.

***
Mazel tov to Annette and Sean 

Peppard on the birth of their grandson 
Ciaran Peppard on Oct. 17.

***

Mazel tov to Rebecca Balchunas on 
her engagement to Tyler Stack and to 
Rebecca’s parents Cindy and George 
Balchunas.

***
Mazel tov to Ellen and Marshall 

Azrael on the marriage of their daughter 
Rose to Charles O’Toole, Brookhaven, PA.

***
Mazel tov to Dr. Mike Kastenbaum  

on the birth of grandson Arlo Joshua 
Mansueto, son of Isaac Kastenbaum and 
his wife Allie Mansueto.

Send good news to Marknem@aol.
com or call 610-921-0624.
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Community News

Lucy  Suzanne  Knoblauch 
Zeidman, 96, Wyomissing.

Surviving are a son, Bruce F., 
husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman, of 
Shillington; a brother, Harry Knoblauch, 
husband of Edith Knoblauch, of Reading; 
a sister, Ruth Balis of Wyomissing; and 
several nieces and nephews.

---
Irene S. Zeidman, 62, Wyomissing.  

She is survived by her brother Bruce 
F., husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman 
of Shillington.

 ---
Robert Berger, 54, Reading.
He was the former spouse of Lea 

Berger, Reading. He is survived by 
two daughters, Molly R. Berger, State 
College, and Bethany S. Berger, 
Reading; and one brother, Dr. Barry M. 
Berger, husband of Kathleen A. Vieweg, 
Boston, Mass.

---
 David Moyer, 85, Reading.
 He is survived by his wife, Marjorie 

L. (Sulman) Moyer.  He is also survived 
by his daughters, Aileen D., widow 
of Neal H. Endy, of Pennside, and E. 
Roxanne, wife of Les Walker, of Batavia 
Ohio; sons, Stan B. , husband of Kristine 
K. Moyer, of Sinking Spring and Jay 
H., husband of Margaret R. Moyer, of 
Muhlenberg Township.  Other survivors 
are grandchildren: Brett A. Endy, Chad 
M. Endy and Elizabeth K. Moyer; and 
great-grandchildren, Carson N., Logan 
C., Ardyn N. and Ava L. Endy

---
Shirley Robinson of B’nai B’rith 

Apartments. Survived by her Friendship 
Circle friends.

 ---
 Louis Malamud, 95, formerly 

of Temple.  He is survived by a son, 
Mitchel, husband of Laura Malamud, 
of Las Vegas; grandchildren Barry 
husband of Johna Malamud, Deborah 
Babbit-Malamud and Sheri Malamud; 
and great-grandchildren: Jessy Babbit, 
Carly Malmud and Ian Malamud.

Obituaries

By Joan G. Friedman
Congratulations to Korey Blanck  

and to Edith Blanck on the birth of 
their new granddaughter  and great-
granddaughter!

 ***
Mazel Tov to the Bluestone Family: 

To David and Marianna on their new 
daughter and to grandparents Eric and 
Marissa.

  ***
Congratulations to Charles and 

Brenda Diamond on the engagement 
of their son Brett and to grandfather Al 
Diamond.

***
Mazel Tov to Rosalind Hyman and 

her daughter, Attorney.Cathy Hyman 

Badal, who has received the honor of 
being chosen as the Child Advocate of 
the Year for the State of Pennsylvania.

***
Best wishes to our Berks County 

athletes competing in the 2010 Maccabi 
Games:

Emily & Jared Baksic, swimming
Andrew Blickle, basketball
Matthew Eisenberg, swimming
Hannah and Alexis Glassmire, 

swimming
Brandon Missan, soccer

Until next time: Shalom!
[Email all your simcha news to joan@

friedman.net]

All Around the Town_________

 I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea!
We hear this again and again from residents of The Highlands.

• People are so friendly.
• There’s so much for me to do.
• I love the independence and

privacy at The Highlands.
• I don’t worry about my future.
• Dining is like a fine restaurant.
• My kids are so glad I’m here.
• I feel like I’m at a resort.
• This was a smart and valuable

financial decision.
• They do things first class.
• I wish I’d moved here sooner.
• I love it here!

Come tour The Highlands.
Find out first hand why it is the best place for

retirement living.

EQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T Y

If you’re exploring options and choices
for your retirement years, be sure to call
us for a tour.  You too can be a part of
this wonderful lifestyle.  We have every-
thing from a studio apartment to gracious
cottages.  We would love to meet you
and answer your questions.

Call for lunch and a tour today.
�10-775-2300

www.thehighlands.org

Shalom Newspaper (Joan Friedman)
5” (2 col.) x 7”

Questions?
Contact Jodi Gibble, Marketing Director

The Highlands at Wyomissing
2000 Cambridge Ave., Wyomissing, PA 19�10

�10-288-3405

You’ve worked hard to accumulate your wealth. 

Trust it to someone who will work even harder to 

grow your assets and provide you with peace of mind 

as you plan for the future. From financial planning and 

investment management to custom credit solutions, 

deposit products and more. Clermont Wealth Strategies 

– personal, focused and highly confidential.

Financial Planning

Custom Credit Solutions

Wealth Preservation & Transfer Services

Comprehensive Investment Management

Bank Deposit & Convenience Products 

Retirement Planning

CLERMONT WEALTH STRATEGIES
A T

1.866.332.8393
clermontwealth.com

Securities and Insurance Products:
Not FDIC-Insured • Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency
No Financial Institution Guarantee • May lose value • Not a deposit

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Images from
Yemin Orde

Area resident and recent college 
graduate Jessica Flamholz sent us 
these pictures from her recent visit 
to Yemin Orde, an Israeli village 
for children and youth supported 

by our Federation. 

KEEP UP WITH THE COMMUNITY
Visit www.readingjewishcommunity.org

December ✡ Kislev-Tevet 

Shabbat Candle Lightings Torah Portions

December 2 
4:20 p.m. 
 
December 9 
4:20 pm  
 
December 16                                                                                                                

December 3/9 Kislev 
Vayetze (Genesis 28:10-32:2) 
 
December 10/16 Kislev 
Vayishlach (Genesis 32:3-36:43) 
 
December 17/23 Kislev 

4:21 pm 
 

Vayesshev (Genesis 37:1-40:23) 
 

December 23 
4:24 p.m. 
 
December 30 
4:29 p.m. 
 
                                                                                                                                  

December 24/30 Kislev 
Miketz (Genesis 41:1-44:17) 
 
 

TotShabbat
Join us in the RCOS Chapel on Saturday,
December 17th  at 10:00 am

Join Rabbi Michelson for a musical, story-filled interactive 
hour for children through grade 2.  Members & non-members 
welcome.  No registration required.  Future Tot Shabbat 
dates: 1/21,  2/11, 3/11,4/15, 5/13, 6/17.

Come see the Barrer & White difference!

311 Penn Avenue, West Reading, 19611   

  BarrerAndWhite.com      610-376-3956 
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JFR joins with Unity Coalition to present debate

Rabbi Emeritus
Jack Romberg
Presents his book: A Doorway to
Heroism: A Decorated German-
Jewish Soldier Who Became an
American Hero
Friday, December 9th

Reform Congregation 
Oheb Sholom Invites You 
to Join Us 

Shabbat Service at 7 pm. Speaker/Oneg at 8 pm.

Imagine a German Jew who was a decorated German 
soldier in World War I, a resistant in Cologne at the start 
of Hitler’s reign of terror, and a Silver Star decorated 
U.S. Army soldier.  Three heroic actions, at three 
different times, in three different places.  This is the 
story of Richard Stern, whose photograph of his protest 
hangs in multiple German museums, showing a rare 
Jewish protest in Nazi Germany.  Richard Stern was 
Rabbi Romberg's great uncle.
We have just passed the 75th anniversary of World War II.  Most of those 
veterans are gone, and their stories should be preserved, especially those as 
unique as Richard Stern’s.  His actions that earned him the Silver Star got a burst 
of publicity in New York City.  Richard Stern’s history connected to the Holocaust 
is unique. There have been articles published about him by CNN and a newspaper 
in Israel.  This book tells his full story along with how the Shoah impacted his family.

SAVE THE DATE: 04.21.23 Professor Emeritus Jack Fischel of Millersville University 
will speak on 'How Conspiracy Theory Has Moved From the Shadow to the Mainstream'

The Greater Reading Unity Coalition, of 
which the Jewish Federation of Reading/
Berks is a founding member, hosted a 
candidate forum with the candidates for 
the 6th Congressional District, Chrissy 
Houlahan and Guy Ciarrocchi on Oct. 
23 at the Miller Center at RACC.From 
left, Michael Toledo of Centro Hispano, 
Ciarrocchi, John Morgan of LGBT Center 
of Reading, Houlahan, Elsayed Elmarzouky 
of the Islamic Center of Reading, Amanda 
Hornberger of JFR, Michelle Dech of LGBT 
Center of Reading, Stacey Taylor of the 
Reading Branch of the NAACP and Alex 
Civil of Bring the Change,

Below are Jewish Community Relations 
Council Chair Debbie Goldberg and 
Program Coordinator Margo Levin at the 
event, and the candidates meeting on the 
debate stage.
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The fourth season of Literatour Berks kicked off Oct. 26 with Shaunna J. Edwards and Alyson Reichman, authors of The Thread Collectors.

Literatour Berks kicks off  fourth season

Awarded Medicare’s Highest Ranking – 5 STARS 
Highest Quality Care | Private Suites | Resort-Like Surroundings

Our team of skilled therapists promote functional independence and 
wellness in a holistic, personalized way – we aspire to restore your health 
as quickly and safely as possible. Our beautiful new rehabilitation center 
includes 18 private suites and is complemented by services and amenities. 

SHORT-TERM 
REHABILITATION 

2000 Cambridge Avenue | Wyomissing, PA 19610

Safely Welcoming Rehabilitation Patients! 
To speak to our Clinical Liaison:

610.775.2300       Thehighlands.org

By Carole Robinson
and Sari Incledon

 Jewish Family Service social workers 
visit Jewish patients at local hospitals, 
senior communities, nursing homes and 
rehab centers.

Our goal in these visits is both 

to be f r iendly and support ive at 
a  d i f f i cu l t  t ime ,  and  to  p rov ide 
social services that supplement and 
complement the case managers at 
these locations.

If you or a loved one is at a local 
hospital or nursing home and would like 

a visit, please call us.
If you or a loved one are treated 

at a hospital out of our area we are 
also available for follow-up visits upon 
discharge.

At times of ill health, stress or crisis, 
families are often looking for information 

about home care, t ransportat ion 
services, senior communities, nursing 
homes and rehabs. This is what we’re 
here for.

Please call Jewish Family Service 
social workers for help at 610-921-
0624.

JFS hospital and outpatient visits
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By Carole Robinson
Jewish  Fami ly 

Service has been 
extra busy lately.  
We recently hosted 
a successful Berks 
E l d e r  N e t w o r k 
breakfast, arranged a 
folk music concert for 
a roomful of people 
and are facilitating 
Medicare counseling 
with JFS volunteer Phyllis Dessel. It can 
be overwhelming at times to face a desk 
cluttered with paperwork. My husband, 
Mike, helped put things in perspective for 
me when he proclaimed, “You should treat 
each day at work as if it is joyful and then 
it will become joyful.”  

This was the gentle prompt I needed to 
remind me why I choose to be a JFS social 
worker; we provide services to improve the 
lives of people in the Jewish community 
and greater Reading community. It is 
meaningful and rewarding work; while it is 
sometimes frustrating to be limited in how 
much I can do for each client, and often 
challenging, the outcome is generally joyful.  
I want to share some of this joy with you, as 
I know this time of year is generally busy 
for everyone and gently remind you (as my 
husband did for me) why JFS is important 
to the community.  Let’s take a look behind 
my office door at some of the work that JFS 
is currently doing.  

To give you some insight into how JFS 
programs make an impact, I am sharing 
two client stories (names have been 
changed to protect their privacy).  

1. Mrs. L is the primary caregiver 
for her elderly husband who has 
numerous health problems.  Mrs. 
L. struggles with her own mental 
health issues.  JFS worked with 
the Area Agency on Agency to 
get them needed services.  We 
helped them move to a first-floor 
apartment when it became too 
difficult for Mr. L. to manage 
steps. JFS assists them with 
electric bills, accompanies them 
to doctor appointments, delivers 
groceries and meals, and helps 
them fill out government forms. 
JFS’s involvement has enabled 
the couple to remain in their home 
and be independent.  

2. Another c l ient ,  Mir iam, is  a 
newcomer to town. She relocated 
to Reading to start over after a 
failed marriage. Miriam reached 
out to us for help.  She needed 
some household items and rent 
assistance.  She was also eager 
to become connected to the 
local Jewish community and 
we invited her to our programs.  
Miriam cried when I delivered 
boxes of bedding, pots and pans, 
and decorative items to her new 
apartment, which were donated 
by community members. “I can’t 
believe what you’ve done for 
me. You made my apartment a 
home.”  Miriam’s joy made me feel 
joyful to be part of such a caring 
community who donate their time 
and resources to help others.  

These two JFS client stories remind 
us all what is truly important.  It is rather 
easy during the busy holiday season 
while preparing Thanksgiving meals and 
shopping for Hanukkah gifts to become 
overwhelmed and lose your feeling of joy.  
That’s why I wanted to take you behind 
the scenes at JFS to inspire a little joy 
in your life that you may need right now.

I promise that if you make every day a joyful 
day for you and those around you, our Reading 
Jewish community will thrive. As Carlos Santana, 
an American guitarist, once said, “If you carry joy 
in your heart, you can heal any moment.” 

 

JFS brings joy to the community
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Food Pantry

Friendship Circle

Counseling Services

Transportation

Financial Assistance

Hospital and

   Home Visitations   

Living with Loss

Information and

   Referral   

Case Management

Holiday Programs

Jewish Family Service volunteer Phyllis Dessel provides a Medicare Plan Comparison for Lila Shapiro. Phyllis helps 
many in the community navigate the senior health care system.

Welcoming seniors to Friendship Circle twice a month
for lunch and an entertaining or educational program. 
Leading monthly Shabbat Services at Manor at Market
Square.
Taxi Transportation Service for seniors and disabled
individuals to get to doctor appointments and remain
independent. 
 Outreach through visiting members of the community
in their homes, in nursing homes and retirement
communities, and in hospitals. 
Counseling for individuals dealing with caregiver
support and life-cycle transitioning.
Emergency Financial Assistance to individuals needing
help with utility, rent, or medical bills. 
Advocacy for our community by providing Information
and Referral on other services and agencies in the
community. We also offer Medicare Plan Comparisons
and Enrollments. 

  

With your contributions to our Annual Campaign
and Jewish Family Service, we are able to provide

the following for our community..... 

Many thanks to our November Food Pantry
Volunteers who ensured a joyous

Thanksgiving for our almost 400 households!

In addition to our regular Food Pantry items, we handed out turkeys,
special holiday boxes and stuffed animals for the children.

Cindy Balchunas
Raymond Gehring
John Incledon
Pete Jacobson
Paul Mintz
Debra Montanino

Annette Peppard
Jenny Reilly
Mike Schein
Ellen Schwartz
Paul Schwartz
Michael Warshaw
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What’s happening at Jewish Family Service

Friendship Circle December programs
Friendship Circle is held on the first and third Thursdays of each month at 1 p.m. at the JCC.

An optional lunch is served, followed by an entertaining or educational program or holiday celebration.

Programs are free; optional lunch is $7. Contact Carole at 610-921-0624 to make lunch reservations.

Thursday, Dec. 8 - Right Sizing Your Life
Kimberly Quanquin, Sterling Senior Life Solutions consultant, will explain 
“right sizing” and share some basic tips to make your home more inviting.  

Thursday, Dec. 22 - Chanukah celebration
Join Rabbi Brian Michelson for a festive Chanukah party complete with 
latkes and menorah lighting. 

From social and educational activities to work helping people in need in 
the Jewish community and beyond, there’s plenty going on each month 

at Jewish Family Service.
Clockwise from above, Jewish Family Service Friendship Circle 

member Louise Zeidman enjoys her birthday card with Ingrid Soltysik.  
Cindy Balchunas is ready with donated stuffed animals to give to 
families with children at a JFS Food Pantry. Olivet food pantry 

volunteers load cars with fresh, frozen, and shelf-stable food
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Community Shaliach Ziv Laskin joins with Rabbis Brian Michelson and Yosef Lipsker for a special Havdalah 
program on Nov. 12. Children from around the community gathered to mark the end of Shabbat together, and Ziv 

taught the group how to make Havdalah candles.

The Leader-Janeczek family 

Kids gather for Havdalah

An editorial submission from G. Michael 
Leader, Chairman & CEO of Country 

Meadows Retirement Communities

Family-owned, family-involved. 
These four words characterize the 
Leader family’s role in the senior 
living profession for more than 55 
years. Country Meadows Retirement 
Communities was founded by my late 
parents, former Pennsylvania governor, 
George M. and Mary Jane Leader. And 
over 30 years later, it is still owned and 
managed by the second and third gen-
erations of our family. I like to say the 
profession is imbedded in our family 
genes. 

So, you might say, “What’s the big 
deal?” The deal is about quality and ex-
perience. My father used to say, “You pay 
a lot more attention to what’s happening 

and work harder when your name is at-
tached to the business.” And, I might add, 
because we love what we do. 

We understand the critical success 
factors in senior living and know when 
something is missing. Unlike providers 
whose corporate leadership is head-
quartered in another state or even on 
the West Coast, our family lives and 
works in central Pennsylvania. We can 
drive to every campus easily and are at 
our campuses regularly throughout the 
month. With so many years of expe-
rience, along with regular exposure 
to what’s happening through person-
al visits, we are better able to assess 
problems when they exist and start the 
process to fix them. 

On behalf of my family, we hope 
we have the opportunity to serve your 
family. 

Family-owned, Family-involved 

Independent Living | Personal Care | Memory Care | Restorative Care

1800 Tulpehocken Road, Wyomissing • 610-374-3122

Family is important to you.
And us. 

Country Meadows is family owned and managed. We 
understand the value of taking care of families and have been 
serving seniors for over 30 years. We offer a full range of lifestyle 
options and fellowship on a vibrant campus. Our residents enjoy 
social hours, spiritual life programs, on-campus religious 
services and more each week and life every day.

Call today to learn more or to schedule a tour.

CountryMeadows.com

8_Shalom October Ad.indd   1 9/20/22   8:33 PM
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Noontime
Knowledge
with Dave Kline

Local musician Dave Kline entertained an 
enthusiastic audience with “A Musical Journey 
from Greenwich Village to the World” as part 
of the October Noontime Knowledge program 
at the JCC. He used songs and narration to 
convey the impact that New York’s Greenwich 
Village music scene had on popular culture 
and the world, explaining how music was a tool 
for social conscience. Dave invited audience 
members to “relax, sing along, clap along, and 
love along” during his concert.

Noontime Knowledge, designed to educate 
on a variety of topics, is held on the third 
Tuesday of each month at noon. There is no 
charge to attend. The next program is Tuesday, 
Dec. 20, at the JCC, featuring “Architectural 
Lessons from the Kibbutz: Daniel Libeskind.” 
See Page 4 for details.

RCOS Jewish Food Festival a hit once again

Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom held its annual Jewish Food & Cultural Festival on Nov. 6 in drive-thru fashion, as volunteers from the congregation and its friends in the community served up plenty of brisket, deli 
platters, bagels with the works and apple cakes to grateful customers.
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Pediatric and Adult Patients 
Treating Ear, Nose, Throat Problems  

Thyroid Nodules, Neck Masses & Sinusitis

Physicians: 
James P. Restrepo, M.D., FACS, ECNU 

Charles K. Lutz, M.D., FACS 
Jeffrey S. Driben, M.D., FACS, ECNU

Scott J. Cronin, M.D.
Adam P. Vasconcellos, M.D.

Nurse Practitioner: 
Rosemarie Montgomery

MS, CRNP, FNP-C

ENT Head & Neck Specialists, PC  
985 Berkshire Blvd., Wyomissing  
610-374-5599 • www.ent-hns.net

Providing diagnostic and rehabilitative services for all types of hearing loss, for any age group. 
Hearing and Balance Disorders 

State of the Art Hearing Aid Fittings 
In House Hearing Aid Repairs

Audiologists: 
 

Melanie A. Appler, AuD, FAAA
Matthew R. Bonsall, AuD, FAAA

Jenna L. Galan, AuD, CCC-A

 

Please join Rabbi Yosef Lipsker for a remarkable new 
six week course from the Rohr Jewish Learning Institute. 

Six Sunday Mornings,  

starting November 6, 2022 10:00 AM–11:00 AM  

2320 Hampden Boulevard, Reading, PA 19604 Fee: 
$60 (textbook included)  

For more information please call 610.334.3218 or e -mail  
office@chabadofberks.org This program generously  

sponsored by Dr. Jerome Marcus  

Kesher Zion Synagogue
The Kesher Zion Social Action 

Committee has completed its donation 
drive in support of the Hebrew Immigrant 
Aid Society. 

HIAS is a Jewish American nonprofit 
organization that provides humanitarian 
aid and assistance to refugees, and right 
now is supporting refugees from Ukraine 

and Afghanistan. 
We are extremely grateful to our 

Berks County community for all the drop-
offs and donations we received this fall. 
We managed to fill two large cars full of 
kitchenware and bedding! 

Thank you so much to all those who 
helped us do a mitzvah and give to these 
refugees in need!

Kesher Zion completes successful donation drive
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From Federation staff
On Dec. 11, Dr. Chaim Peri will 

be awarded the highest presidential 
decoration given in Israel, the Presidential 
Medal of Honor. The decoration is being 
offered in recognition of his life’s work as 
an educator, based on the decision of a 
committee headed by retired Supreme 
Court Judge Yoram Danziger.

In his letter, President Isaac Herzog 
stated: “You taught us that there is 
nothing like education to extract and 
unlock the human potential inherent 
in every young man or woman. As an 
original, courageous and convention-
breaking teacher, you chose to confront 
the most difficult educational challenges, 
proving time and time again that belief 
in man and ‘his spirit, fierce and strong’ 
yields life-changing results.”

The 80-year-old Dr. Peri is an educator, 
thinker and social activist, who headed 
Yemin Orde Youth Village for almost 
three decades. Peri established the 
groundbreaking Yemin Orde Mechina, or 
young leadership program, the first of its 
kind in Israel for periphery youth; seeded 
a community settlement in the Galilee with 
immigrant youth; developed the Village 
Way educational methodology, which is 

being disseminated across Israel as part 
of the Village Way Educational Initiatives; 
and played an important role in establishing 
the educational groundwork of Agahozo 
Shalom Youth Village in Rwanda.

Yemin Orde is supported by local 
donations to the Jewish Federation of 
Reading/Berks.

Over the years, from the beginning of 
his career as an educator in the southern 
periphery town of Sderot in the 1960’s 
and to this day, Chaim Peri has mobilized 
himself entirely to promote immigrant 
children in general, and generations of 
young people from the Jewish-Ethiopian 
community in particular.

The decoration, awarded to individuals 
who have made an extraordinary 
contribution to the State of Israel or to 
humanity through their talents, their 
service, or in any other way, will also be 
offered this year to the President of Cyprus 
Nicos Anastasiades, to the poet Rachel 
Shapira, to Brigadier General Pinhas 
Buchris, to Arab educational entrepreneur 
Dr. Dalia Fadila, and to the American 
Jewish leader Mr. Michael Siegal.

Please join us in congratulating 
Chaim on this significant and well-
deserved honor.   

Yemin Orde founder to 
receive high honor

Please join us in the back room of 
Building 24, 115 Bern Road, Wyomissing.
Contact the Temple office with questions 

at temple.office@ohebsholom.org 
or 610 375-6034.

Reform Congregation
Oheb Sholom invites you to

FEB.8TH
6TO8PM

WEDNESDAY

HAPPY HOUR
BLDG24

Federation seeking donations
for Safe Berks

This December Jewish Federation of Reading in partnership with RCOS will be 
preparing a Christmas meal for people staying at Safe Berks. More details in the 
coming weeks! We will also be collecting items from the Safe Berks Holiday wish 
list (see below) to drop off with our meal donations. Thank you for your support of 
our community members in need of assistance this holiday season.
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Kesher Zion Synagogue
The Kesher Zion Synagogue Social 

Action Committee participated in Fitzy’s 
Run to support Lauren’s Foundation, an 
organization that assists families caring 
for a loved one with a serious illness, 
provides scholarships to students facing 
adverse life circumstances, and raises 
awareness of organ donations.

We were happy to support such a 
wonderful charity and we enjoyed the 
perfect fall day. We would like to thank 
everyone that came out to join us.

 Also thank you to the KZSA 
committee who worked hard to make 
our participation possible.

And congratulations to Jewish 
Federation of Reading/Berks interim 
CEO Amanda Hornberger on coming in 
second in her division!

KZ group takes part in fundraising run
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Kesher Zion Synagogue thanks Brian Englehardt for bringing the exciting story 
of baseball player turned spy Moe Berg to the community and Elliott Leisawitz for 

organizing the November event.

This month’s dates: Dec. 4 and 11

When the catcher was a spy

2022 Shalom Contributors
We wish to thank the following additional members of our 

community for their generous support of Shalom:
Sylvia Wenger 
Frank Politzer
Margo Thomas

Sweet activity at Chabad

Babka and pumpkin were a great combination for a super delicious treat! Yes, there 
was chocolate and cinnamon too. Another great evening baking together at Chabad 

Hospitality Center.
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Leo Camp Lecture tradition continues
The 42nd annual Leo Camp Lecture took place Nov. 16 at the Albright Theatre at Albright College featuring Ira Forman, former U.S. 

Special Envoy to Monitor and Combat Antisemitism. Special thanks to the Camp family for sponsoring this annual lecture, in memory of 
Leo Camp, a beloved member of our community. 

Photos courtesy of Dr. John R. Pankratz
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Despite the rain Chabad’s annual Sushi in the Sukkah went on as usual with a large crowd enjoying the evening.

Rain can’t stop Sukkot Sushi event 

JFS TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM
This program provides transportation to members of the Jewish community, age 60 and over or those with disabilities, 

who have no other way of getting around. It allows participants to retain their independence and keeps them from 
becoming homebound and isolated. It can be used for medical appointments, synagogue attendance, shopping and other 

errands.

It is easy to participate. Purchase a book of 25 taxi tickets from the Federation at a cost of $25. Each coupon is worth $3. The 
phone number for Reading Metro Taxi is printed on the ticket book. Call the company and arrange your ride. At the end of 

the ride, sign your coupon(s) before giving them to the driver. Tipping is left to the passenger’s discretion.  The coupon does 
not include the cost of tipping.

This program is subsidized by the Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks
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By Chana Lipsker
CTeenjr for grades 5-8 has rocked off 

to a great start. With meetings twice a 
month, our students are getting together 
for fun, valuable lessons in Judaism.

We are also participating in JewQ, 
an incredible program where students 
have the opportunity to master the 
fundamentals of Jewish knowledge and 
compete with students from Hebrew 
schools around the world.  We have 
one test behind us and two more to go 
until we join in the grand international 
championships.

Proudly, our students scored great.
A big focus of our CTeenjr chapter is to 

bring to life the concept of what a Jewish 
community is based on the concept of 
chessed — kindness.

On that note, we took a trip to New 
Jersey to visit Lifetown, a place where 
students and young adults with special 

needs can gain confidence and self-
esteem, practice life skills and build 
friendships through engaging, creative, 
educational and social programming.

The centerpiece of LifeTown is a 
simulated, town square with streets, 
traffic lights, a park, sidewalks and 
shops. At 11,000 square feet, this is the 
largest area in LifeTown and central to 
the mission of giving each individual the 
tools he or she needs to live up to their 
individual potential.

Our students were blown away by this 
unbelievable facility geared to the special 
needs segment of the community.

Other trips are in the plans to give 
our students the feeling of being an 
integral part of a Jewish community - 
encouraging and molding our youngsters 
into becoming caring and giving adults by 
bringing smiles and good cheer to those 
around them.

Chabad’s CTeenjr off  to a great start

Israeli firm to offer plastic-free packaging in U.S.
Israel21c.org

A plastic-free, plant-based barri-
er coating for packaging from Rehov-
ot-based Melodea will be available within 
six months to the burgeoning U.S. and 
South American markets.

Melodea’s cellulose nanocrystal coat-
ing is sourced from wood pulp, a side-
stream of the paper-making industry. This 
eco-friendly material lets food, beverage, 
and consumer goods packagers stop 
using plastic or aluminum as a barrier to 
air, water, or grease seeping through sin-
gle-use packaging.

With increasing demand from the U.S. 
market, Melodea will open a manufactur-
ing plant in the United States to produce 
MelOx, which protects packaged products 
from oxygen and oil and grease transmis-
sion; and VBcoat, which counteracts the 
transmission of water, oil, and grease.

Both materials are compliant with 
FDA regulations for food packaging and 

are currently used for the manufacture of 
paper-based pouches, lids, molded pulp 
trays and more.

Shaul Lapidot, CEO and cofounder of 
Melodea, said that cellulose nanocrystals 
are a naturally abundant and renewable 
alternative to environmentally harmful 
materials.

“The new plant, combined with our 
newly established ties in the US, can po-
tentially triple our manufacturing capacity 
to meet amplified demands. It also will 
shorten the travel and subsequent carbon 
footprint by bringing production closer to 
our main markets in South America and 
the US,” Lapidot said.

Melodea was founded as a spinoff 
from the Hebrew University of Jerusalem 
in 2010 by Lapidot with Tord Andres and 
serial entrepreneur Prof. Oded Shoseyov. 
The technology is protected by 14 patents 
and won the Packaging Europe 2019 
Sustainability Award.
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10













Continued from Page 5
silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Contributions as of Nov. 11
Jewish Family Service
In memory of:

Gladys Lewis — Vanguard co-workers, Anzie & Ed Golden, Mariner Wealth 
Advisors, Larry & Shelly Fogelman and Family

Ken Sodomsky — Andy & Corrine Wernick, Esther & Sid Bratt, Larry & Shelly 
Fogelman & Family

Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In memory of:

Meir Mazuz’s mother — Margo Thomas
Gladys Lewis — Diamond Credit Union co-workers, Bernie & Carol Gerber, Todd 

Rothenberger, Employees of Springer Rudy & Company, Jennifer Miller
Bill Lowenstein — Bernie & Carol Gerber
Ken Sodomsky — Debbie Goodman, Larry & Kate Goodman, Debbie & David 

Goldberg, Howard & Debbie Blanck and Family

In honor of:
Jamie Weisberg’s wedding — Debbie & David Goldberg
 

Get well:
Speedy recovery for Brenda Seidel — Al Sack

Friendship Circle
In memory of:

Gladys Lewis — Glenn & Gaye Corbin; Tootie, Aileen, Stan, Roxie & Jay Moyer
Chris Moyer — Tootie, Aileen, Roxie & Les, Jay & Peg

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  
Jewish Family Service    
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    
JFS Food Bank     
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  
Doris Levin Fund     
Sue B. Viener Memorial Fund for PJ Library 
Harry & Rose Sack Fund    
Evelyn Thompson Fund    

In memoriam
The Board of Directors and staff of the Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks 

offer their condolences to the family of former board president
George Eligman

He cared deeply about the welfare of our local Jewish community and Israel.
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We also carry many of your favorite Kosher deli, dairy, frozen and grocery products.

wishes you a
Happy Chanukah!

Promised Land 
Chanukah 
Candles 44 ct

Kedem Sparkling
Juice
25.4 oz
LIMIT 2 OFFERS

Savion Fruit Slices
6 oz

Manischewitz 
Potato Pancake 
Mix
6 oz

Kedem 
Tea Biscuits
4.2 oz

Manischewitz 
Candy Coins
0.53 oz

Gunter’s
Clover Honey Bear
12 oz

Bosco 
Chocolate Syrup
22 oz

Manischewitz 
Matzo Ball Mix or 
Egg Noodles
4.5 - 12 oz

Lipton 
Onion Soup Mix
1.9 oz

Kedem Concord 
Grape Juice
64 oz
LIMIT 2 OFFERS

Tabatchnick
Chicken Broth
32 oz

Challah Bread
ea

Kosher Boneless & 
Skinless Chicken 
Breast Fillet
lb

Fresh Kosher 
Whole or Cut Up 
Fresh Chickens
lb

699 399

2
$4

for 2
$5

for

U U

Prices effective through December 29th, 2022

399

79¢

499499

299

4
$1
for 2

$4
for

We reserve the right to limit quantities. • Not responsible for typographical or pictorial errors.
Products may not be available in all stores.www.weismarkets.com

4
$5

for

WHEN YOU BUY 2
lesser quantities $3.49

2
$6

for

WHEN YOU BUY 2
lesser quantities $3.49

2
$6

for
2
$5

for


