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By Amanda J. Hornberger

“Powerful.” “It was a terrific experience 
and I think it really resonated with 
our students and staff.” “Inspiring.” 
“WOW.” “Valuable learning experience.” 
“Beautiful.” 

These are just some of the comments 
we received over the first two weeks of 
November from teachers, administrators 
and students f rom the more than 
two dozen schools our educational 
outreach team visited from Nov. 1-14. 
Our presentation on the Violins of Hope 
was given more than 50 times, and we 
reached more than 7,000 students.

Being able to share the personal 
stories behind the individuals who 
owned and played the instruments in 
the Violins of Hope collection was a 
real honor for me personally. While the 
number 6 million can be overwhelming, 
I truly believe that personal connections 
and learning and saying the names of 
individual victims of the Holocaust can be 
very impactful and helps their memories 
live on. Names like Fanny, Alex, Fritz 
and Ernst Hecht from Billfeld, Germany, 
whose violin accompanied me on many 
school visits and was played in the 
Reading Symphony Orchestra concert 
on Nov. 13. 

Hearing students, teachers and 
music ians of  a l l  ages play on the 
instruments was another highlight from 
this project. The awe when they first 
were handed the violin. Or tears after 
playing. Each musician appreciated and 
recognized the value of the violins and 
their history. Each wanted to learn the 
story behind the instrument and thanked 
us for the opportunity to play it.

Seeing so many people visiting the 
exhibits, taking the time to read the 
stories behind the violins and learning 
about our local Holocaust survivors was 
also so moving. Special thanks to Esther 
and Sidney Bratt, Mariette Jacobson and 
the family of the late Hilde Gernsheimer 
for so graciously sharing your Holocaust 
experiences with our community. It 
greatly added to our project.

After such a moving and time intensive 
project it is normal to feel exhausted. 
But I know that for me and the rest of 
our JFR staff, we feel energized by the 
support and enthusiasm shown by our 
community over the past month.

Our goal was to make Violins of 
Hope Reading the start of conversations 
on unity and understanding in Berks 
County, and I know that it sparked so 
much not only in students’ hearts and 
minds but for everyone who was able 
to experience it. 

Thank you for allowing me to be a part 
of such an amazing project. It will be a 
highlight for me for many years to come. 

People enjoy the chance to view the Violins of Hope at Immanuel UCC in Shillington, one of many local institutions 
that took part in the two-week Holocaust education program.

Violins of Hope has powerful 
impact on community

Docent Jeff Bornstein shows a violin to Religious School 
students at Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom.

Avshi Weinstein, Chana Lipsker and Reading Symphony 
Orchestra violist Elizabeth Jaffe at a community 

Havdalah service held at Chabad of Berks.

Neil Hoffman playing at a Berks Opera event as part of Violins of Hope.
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By Laurie Waxler
Development Director

What a great 
experience it 
has been to 
have the Violins 
of Hope here 
i n  R e a d i n g . 
I  learned so 
m u c h  a b o u t 
the Holocaust, the power of 
music and the resilience of the 
people who suffered through 
that terrible time.

I listened intently when Avshi 
Weinstein spoke about the 
violins, and every time, I learned 
something new.

Most important for this 
collection was the fact that the 
violins actually saved lives. 
Some musicians were lucky 
enough to be recruited by 
Bronislaw Huberman for the 

Palestine Orchestra.
T h o s e  w h o  w e r e  n o t 

a s  l u c k y  a n d  p l a y e d  i n 
t he  concen t ra t i on  camp 
orchestras were given extra 
rat ions,  and at  least  one 
we know of was pulled from 
the line walking into the gas 
chamber because he was 
playing his violin.

T h e  c a m p s  h a d  b o t h 
male and female orchestras, 
a n d  I  h a v e  t o  b e l i e v e 
those musicians formed a 
brotherhood, or sisterhood of 
sorts, while they endured the 
tortures of the camps. They 
shared their rations to help 
others and supported one 
another during the toughest 
o f  t imes .  They  su rv i ved 
because together they could 
be strong.

As I sat at the Reading 

Symphony Orchestra concert 
on Nov. 13, I thought of those 
musicians who would never 
have imagined their instruments 
would be played on a big stage 
80 years later, in their memory, 
and in hopes of spreading a 
message of unity, acceptance 
and hope.

The Violins of Hope was 
a powerful outreach to our 
community about the influence 
of personal decisions.

Amanda Hornberger stated 
in her school lectures, decisions 
during the Holocaust resulted 
in l ives saved…or people 
killed. She asked the students 
if they would be bystanders or 
rescuers.

I t  was an enl ightening 
lesson about  how we a l l 
need to come together and 
be those rescuers, because 

col lectively, regardless of 
religion, race, gender, etc… 
we are, and will always be 
stronger.

A gift to your Federation 
is a gift to your entire Jewish 
community and beyond, and 
is one of the most important 
things you can do to maintain 
the strength of our Jewish 
community.

Yo u r  g i f t  a l l o w s  t h e 
Federation to continue the 
good work of creating a vibrant, 
healthy Jewish community by 
strengthening our connections 
and inspi r ing our Jewish 
identity.

To g e t h e r  w e  w i l l  b e 
stronger, and together we can 
continue to spread that same 
message of inclusion and hope 
that lives within those fragile 
violins.

My Learning Curve

Together … we are stronger

Michael and Luba Karchevsky with Violins of Hope curator Avshi 
Weinstein at the Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks Leadership Brunch in 

the GoggleWorks Center for the Arts.

By Laurie Waxler
Development Director

There were about 50 people at the 
Leadership Brunch on Sunday, Nov. 14, 
at the GoggleWorks.

It was a wonderful way to say thank 
you to those who are most generous to 
the Federation and to have one last look 
at the beautiful Violins of Hope.

Avshi  Weinstein,  curator of  the 
collection, told stories of the violins, 
and Eliezer Gutman of the Reading 
Symphony Orchestra serenaded the 
group with a collection of music including 
traditional Klezmer and a tribute to 
Jascha Heifetz, a Russian-American 
violinist born in Vilna, known as the ‘king’ 
of violinists and actually a relative of our 
own Howard Hafetz.

Avshi commented on the impact he 
felt we made in the community with 
our educational outreach, and Eliezer 
ended the program with the traditional 
“Hatikvah,” the national anthem of Israel. 
Many thanks to all who attended.

Music, education at Leadership Brunch 

Leadership Brunch participants, from left, Neal Jacobs, Victoria Hafetz, Howard Hafetz, Vic Hammel 
and Dena Hammel.

Avshi Weinstein, curator of Violins of Hope, with Reading Symphony Orchestra, with Reading 
Symphony Orchestra violinist Eliezer Gutman during the Leadership Brunch.
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By William D. Franklin
President

Every month my 
wife, Andi, reminds me 
that people are more 
interested in learning 
about future events 
than past ones. But 
what we have learned 
from the many Violins of 
Hope (VOH) programs 
and events will shape our future.

The violins and what they and their 
owners went through reminded us of 
the horrors of the Holocaust and why we 
must work to never let it happen again 
and work to remedy the social injustices 
that exist here in the U.S. and around the 
world. Thus, plans for an impactful Yom 

HaShoah and programs to teach us how 
to recognize and fight antisemitism and 
racism in general are underway.

The beauty of the music reminded us 
of the significance of our Jewish culture 
and how Jewish art, music and literature 
unite and connect us.

As I mentioned last month, with 
COVID-19 restrictions decreasing, we 
are increasing collaborative programs 
with our synagogues to enrich our 
community’s celebration of our rich 
Jewish heritage and culture. Plans are 
underway for special Chanukah and 
Purim parties and a celebratory Yom 
Ha’atzmaut. Come and help us celebrate 
the beauty of our culture and the joy of 
being Jewish.

One of the heartwarming take-

aways was to witness three generations 
engaged in and discussing the many 
aspects of the VOH stories. As we 
develop programs to accomplish the 
goals cited above, the importance of l’dor 
v’dor will be recognized.

The VOH exhibits and stories touched 
more than 15,000 members of our 
community. All religions and ethnicities 
were engaged. Their questions and 
comments reinforced the need for 
ongoing interfaith programs and activities 
to enhance our mutual understanding 
and respect. 

But the most compelling message I 
received from the violins themselves is 
the importance of Israel. Like millions of 
Holocaust survivors and refugees, the 
violins found their way to Israel where 

their “lives” were saved and restored. 
We will continue to work to ensure that 
Israel remains a safe, welcoming home 
for all Jews threatened by the ongoing 
injustices they face.

And just as it is imperative for us to 
continue protecting Israel, it is important 
for us to know and enjoy the many 
wonderful experiences one can have in 
Israel. To this end, we hope to have a 
special culinary Israel mission in 2022 
and will continue to offer scholarships 
to our teens and college student to visit 
Israel.

The last several months also showed 
us what can be accomplished by the 
hard work and dedication of JFR staff 
and many volunteers. Thank you and get 
ready for more!

From the President’s Desk

Violins of  Hope has compelling message for us
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From an article by Stephen M. Flatow
What is a “settlement unit”? You 

mean, an apartment. 
What do you do when the usual way 

of describing Middle East developments 
isn’t advancing your agenda fast 
enough? Well, if you’re some media 
and/or organizations you just revise the 
English language to suit your political 
purposes.

Israel recently announced that it has 
approved the construction of about 3,000 
apartments and houses inside a small 
number of existing Jewish communities 
in Judea and Samaria.

But building some apartments within 
those towns doesn’t sound too ominous. 
For example, Patrick Kingsley, the 
Jerusalem bureau chief of The New York 
Times, came up with a new, nonsensical 
term that makes apartments sound much 
more menacing than they really are: 
“settlement units.”

“The Israeli government advanced 
plans on Wednesday to build more 
than 3,000 new settlement units in the 
occupied West Bank,” Kingsley began 
his lengthy article on Oct. 27.

“Settlement units” certainly doesn’t 
sound like “apartments within existing 
settlements.” If Kingsley wanted to 
convey the truth, he would have said 
“apartments within existing settlements.” 
He didn’t use the perfectly adequate 
terminology that the English language 
already provides because he wanted 
to convey a much more sinister image 
of Israel.

“Settlement units” sounds like brand-
new settlements. My goodness, Israel 
is constructing 3,000 new settlements! 
Horrors! Sound the alarm! Call the United 
Nations.

“Settlement units” is a rhetorical 

trick and a rhetorical weapon. It’s a 
way of trying to make Israel look bad 
when the facts alone won’t accomplish 
that objective. It’s also a way of trying 
to energize Israel’s critics so they 
will immediately launch their own 
propaganda blasts.

And sure enough, the same day that 
the Times published Kingsley’s article 
about “settlement units,” the advocacy 
group J Street issued a press release 
denouncing Israel for its “plans to 
advance thousands of new settlement 
units throughout the West Bank.” J Street 
also trotted out an additional rhetorical 
device, one they’ve used before: They 
characterized the Israeli decision as 
“settlement expansion.”

From that deceptive term, one would 
think that the settlements are spreading 
out further and further. Which is exactly 
what they want the public to think — 
that those evil settlements are like a 
cancerous tumor, metastasizing and 
squeezing the Palestinian Arabs out of 
the region.

They don’t want you to know that the 
new apartments and houses will be built 
on land that already belongs to the State 
of Israel or to those Jewish communities. 
No Arabs will be displaced. Nobody’s 
land is being stolen.

But acknowledging those facts 
would make it harder to incite the public 
against Israel; hence, the use of tricky 
language.

The U.S. State Department, which 
vehemently opposes Jews living in the 
heart of the ancestral Jewish homeland, 
is only too happy to play along.

State Department spokesman Ned 
Price announced: “We strongly oppose 
the expansion of settlements … .” 
Nobody in the press corps bothered 

to ask Price how the construction of 
apartments within an existing community 
could qualify as the “expansion” of that 
community.

Down near the end of Patr ick 
K i n g s l e y ’ s  l o n g  a r t i c l e  a b o u t 
“settlement units,” he also offered 
a deeply distorted version of the 
history of the settlements. Since 1967, 
Kingsley wrote, Israel has “permitted 
the construction of more than 130 
Jewish settlements there.”

Technically, that’s true. But it’s 
so misleading that it borders on an 
untruth. Between 1967 and 1992, Israeli 
governments — Labor and Likud alike 
— built 129 of those 130 settlements. 
Since 1992, the Israeli government has 
authorized exactly one new settlement. 
One. In nearly three decades. And even 
that one exists only because Israel 
needed someplace to put the Jews who 
were expelled en masse from the Gaza 
region.

Why haven’t new settlements been 
built since 1992? Because that was 
when Yitzhak Rabin became prime 
minister and froze them. His successors 
— Shimon Peres, Benjamin Netanyahu, 
Ariel Sharon, Ehud Olmert, Ehud Barak, 
Netanyahu again, and now, Naftali 
Bennett — all continued that freeze. 
The only Jewish construction they have 
authorized in the territories in the past 
29 years has been within the existing 
communities.

Israel ’s  pr ime ministers have 
imposed this unfair, one-sided freeze 
(notice that the Palestinian Authority 
never reciprocated by freezing Arab 
construction) out of the hope that 
the international community would 
recognize and appreciate Israel’s 
sacrifices.

No such luck. Not only does the world 
never appreciate Israel’s concessions, it 
actually pretends that Israel never even 
made them. Israel freezes settlements; 
the world says Israel is expanding 
settlements. Israel unilaterally withdraws 
from territory; the world says the territory 
is still “occupied.” The Palestinian 
Authority refuses to negotiate; the world 
accuses Israel of refusing to negotiate.

Which is why so many Israelis now 
believe that Israeli concessions are a 
waste of time. Because no matter how 
much Israel gives in, the other side 
demands more. No matter how many 
concessions Israel makes, the critics 
intensify the pressure, scream even 
louder — and now even change the 
English language in order to squeeze 
Israel even more.

Stephen M. Flatow is an attorney 
and the father of Alisa Flatow, who 
was murdered in an Iranian-sponsored 
Palestinian terrorist attack in 1995. He 
is the author of the book, “A Father’s 
Story: My Fight for Justice Against Iranian 
Terror.”

December ✡ Kislev-Tevet 

Shabbat Candle Lightings Torah Portions

 
 
December 3 
4:20 p.m. 
 
December 10 
4:20 p.m. 
 
December 17 
4:21 p.m.       
 
December 24 
4:25 pm 
 
December 31 
4:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
                                                                                                             

 
 
December 4/30 Kislev 
Miketz (Genesis 41:1-44:17) 
 
December 11/7 Tevet 
Vayigash (Genesis 44:18-47:27) 
 
December 18/14 Tevet 
Vayechi (Genesis 47:28-50:26) 
 
December 25/21 Tevet 
Shemot (Exodus 1:1-6:1) 
 
 
 

Revising the English language for political purposes
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By Amanda J. Hornberger
Community members of all 

ages are invited to learn about 
the mindset behind magic in 
a special Chanukah program 
presented by Jewish Federation 
of Reading and Chabad of 
Berkson Wednesday, Dec. 1, at 
5 p.m. at Chabad.

Professional magician and 
bestse l l ing author  Joshua 
Jay will discuss his new book 
“How Magicians Think” and 
do a magic show as part of 
Literatour Berks.

There’s a saying: the door 
to magic is closed, but it’s not 
locked.

Jay reveals the mindset 
behind the magic—what it’s like 
to practice an art that so many 
love yet so few understand. 
This is not a how-to book, nor 
a how-do-they-do-it expose. 
Written as a series of short, 
lively essays, “How Magicians 
Think” describes the making of 
illusions, the psychology behind 

them, and the characters who 
create them.

H e  w r i t e s  a b o u t  h o w 
t e c h n o l o g y  i n f l u e n c e s 
t h e  w o r l d  o f  m a g i c ;  t h e 
aesthetics of performance; 
his contemporaries, including 
David Copperf ield, Penn & 
Teller, and David Blaine; and 
how magicians hone their craft, 
answering questions like “can a 
magic trick be too good?” and 
“how do you saw a person in 
half?” (It depends…)

Jo in  us  fo r  a  menorah 
l i g h t i n g ,  l a t k e s ,  c r a f t s , 
chocolate gelt and stay for the 
magic! 

Je
w

is
hC

ul
tu

ra
lC

en
te

r

92nd St. Y Programs

Game Nights

Community Shabbat

Reading Jewish Film Series

Great Decisions

Interfaith Mitzvah Day

Yom Ha’atzmaut

PJ Library

PJ Our Way

Leo Camp Lecture

Tech Tuesday

Yom Hazikaron

Art Exhibits

Yom Hashoah

Annual Meeting and Picnic

Purim Carnival

Richard J. Yashek

Memorial Lecture   

Kristallnacht Remembrance

Youth Events

Purim Masquerade Party

Bridge

Chevra

Mahjong

Trips to NYC/Philadelphia

Lakin Holocaust Library

& Resource Center   

Shabbat B’yachad

Community Calendar

Magical Chanukah event planned

Joshua Jay

By Adi Shalev
It was an exciting, but nerve-

racking day, when I moved from 
my town of Modi’in, Israel to 
Berks County two years ago 
to serve as the first Shlicha 
(emissary) for the area.

I had no idea what to expect, 
nor what my Shlichoot (mission) 
would look like. I knew living in a 
new country, away from my family 
and friends, would be a challenge, 
but I had no idea I’d also have to 
deal with a pandemic!

The people I have met so far 
have been wonderful, and I’m 
doing well organizing programs 
and activities; however, I had 
hoped to have the opportunity 
to meet so many more people 
than I have so far.  My hope and 
vision was to get to know my new 
community on a more personal 
basis so I can share ‘Israel’ with 
you and your families.

I believe that building strong 

relationships between citizens of 
Israel and the U.S. is important 
and is really the idea behind my 
program. I want to learn more 
about your life, being Jewish in 
a small community, and I want to 
compare and contrast it with my 
life growing up in Israel.

This is my last year in our 
community, and over the summer 
the community will get a new 
Shlicha. I want to take advantage 
of the opportunity that we are all 
vaccinated, and I would love to 
spend time with you and your 
family, and we have many ways 
we can do it: 

• A simple conversation 
over coffee, lunch or dinner

• Teach you and your kids 
how to prepare some authentic 
Israeli dishes

• Play board games
• Ce leb ra te  Shabba t 

together at shabbat dinner
• Have dinner at Adi’s 

place with Israeli dishes 
The opportunities are endless, 

and it can start with just a simple 
phone call to begin to forge our 
new relationship.

I welcome your call at the 
Federation office (610-921-0624), 

you can also email me at adis@
jfreading.org or schedule a time 
with me on https://calendly.com/
adi_shlicha

I look forward to meeting you 
and sharing what I can about my 
life in Israel.

Meet Adi, your Shlicha
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Jewish Council for Public Affairs
The Jewish Council for Public Affairs 

(JCPA) will present its prestigious 
Tikkun Olam Award to Michael Fromm, 
JCPA’s immediate past Chair.

The award will be presented at the 
JCPA Virtual Benefit entitled “Moving 
Forward” on Tuesday Dec. 14, at 7 
p.m.

JCPA presents the Tikkun Olam 
award annually to individuals who have 
displayed extraordinary efforts to make 
the world a better place and a passion 
for civic engagement and justice.

“It is with great admiration that 
we present the 2021 Tikkun Olam 

award to Michael Fromm for his 
tremendous leadership of JCPA during 
the pandemic and his commitment 
to building bridges in coalition with 
others,” said David Bohm, JCPA Chair. 
“Michael is committed to strengthening 
Jewish community relations along with 
JCPA, its national hub. We thank him 
for his leadership and are proud to 
include him among our Tikkun Olam 
award winners.”

JCPA, founded in 1944, is the 
network hub for  125 communi ty 
relations councils and 16 national 
Jewish agencies. JCPA brings together 
the network to grapple with pressing 

issues of the day, build consensus 
policy, and work in common cause 
with other racial, ethnic, faith and civic 
leaders, and policy makers. JCPA’s 
mandate is to advocate for a just and 
pluralistic America, Israel’s quest for 
peace and security, and global human 
rights. 

The Tikkun Olam award will also be 
presented to Ilana Kaufman, founder 
and CEO of the Jews of Color Initiative.

The Benefit will be held virtually. To 
pre-register to attend and receive the 
link to join us on Dec. 14, go to https://
www.jewishpublicaffairs.org/2021-
virtual-benefit/

Michael Fromm to receive award from JCPA

Michael Fromm

803 Penn Street • Reading, PA 19601 • www.ManorAtMarketSquare.com
LEARN MORE AT

At Manor at Market Square, we believe:   
Couples belong together.

We understand that remaining with  
a significant other as you age, can have  
a positive impact on your emotional wellbeing.  
Here, you’ll find flexible living arrangements  
that enable couples to stay together, even  
if one needs personal care assistance and  
the other doesn’t. 

Our community boasts some of the  
largest apartments in the area, the  
convenience of on-site physical therapy,  
and delicious meals that are just the  
start of the perks here!

Let us show you the difference! 
Call Jill at 610-228-0342  
to schedule a tour.

By Adi Shalev
“A community is a social unit (a group 

of living things) with commonalities such 
as norms, religion, values, customs, or 
identity. Communities may share a sense 
of place situated in a given geographical 
area (e.g. a country, village, town, or 
neighborhood) or in virtual space through 
communication platforms.” — Wikipedia.

Our community naturally changes, 
and after high school, a lot of our young 
members are leaving for college, and 
later on for job opportunities. We as the 
Federation want to remind our graduates 
that even when they are away, we are 
here for them and thinking about them, 
and they are still part of our wonderful 
Jewish community. So we created a 
“Jewish away from home” kit.

Here is what Evan Cardinal, a 
graduate of our community who moved 
to Pittsburgh had to say about the kit:

“Even though I am now in a new 
Jewish community in Pittsburgh, my 
Jewish community in Reading will always 
be home — especially thanks to the 
lovely Shabbat care package I received 
from Adi (the chocolates did not make 
the picture!)”

Community is power, is home and 
it give you a sense of belonging, even 
in the times when you feel alone. We 
should continue to build and preserve 
our community.

Kits from Federation bring community to our graduates

Featuring Lifelong Temple Member  
Evan Cardinal on Friday, December 17th

Reform Congregation 
Oheb Sholom Invites You 
to Attend Our

Shabbat Service at 7:45 pm

Evan grew up locally in Lower Alsace Township and 
graduated from Antietam High School.  He is a lifelong 
Temple member and worked as a teacher in the 
Religious School for 5-1/2 years.  Evan graduated from 
Albright College in 2020 and is currently completing 
AmeriCorps Service in the Pittsburgh area.  He will share 
his experience as a refugee medical case worker at 
Jewish Family and Community Service of Pittsburgh and 
provide a general overview of Compass AmeriCorps, a 
service organization that supports people from many 
different cultures and countries.  Evan will conclude with 
the importance of service that RCOS fostered.

MARK YOUR CALENDAR FOR FUTURE RCOS SPEAKER SERIES EVENTS:
7:00pm Friday, Mar. 25, 2022 -  Singer & Guitarist Les 'Doc' Rachlin 
7:00pm Friday, Apr. 22, 2022 -  Associate Professor of Art History, 
   Penn State Berks, Dr. Samantha Kavky

EVAN WILL SPEAK IN LIEU OF THE SERMON DURING THE SERVICE

Harry Weiss at Dickinson College and Evan Cardinal in Pittsburgh with their “Jewish away from home” kits.
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By Cantor Kevin Wartell
Kesher Zion Synagogue

“Mus i c  speaks 
louder than words…

It’s the only thing 
that the whole world 
listens to…”

Have you ever 
re f lec ted  on  how 
l istening to music 
changes your mood? 
How do you incorporate music into your 
life?

Music has tremendous power to heal 
both our souls and society’s ills.

I studied to become a cantor on 
purpose. I knew at a very early age (about 

6) that I wanted to be either a rabbi or a 
cantor. As my musical talent developed 
and my love for music increased, I felt 
that music was the ideal way for me to 
communicate with G-d and with humanity.

I have been very lucky to have a 
variety of avenues to communicate music 
to others.

Whether it be by singing or hosting 
musical radio programs, communicating 
utilizing music enables me to fulfill a 
lifetime of passion for all things musical.

I also love to learn and teach. That 
is why I purposely studied to be a 
cantor-educator and create educational 
opportunities for all to learn more about 
Judaism and its vital role in making our 
world a better place to live in now and in 

the future.
I hope this article inspires you to both 

hear the music you love and teaches you 
the value that learning can bring to us, at 
any age and at any time in our lives.

These lyrics I believe, say it best. Music 
indeed, does speak louder than words….

Music speaks louder than words
It’s the only thing that the whole world 

listens to
Music speaks louder than words
When you sing, people understand
Sometimes the love that you feel inside
Gets lost between your heart and your 

mind
And the words don’t really say, the 

things you wanted them to

But then you feel in someone’s song
What you’d been trying to say all along
And somehow with the magic of music 

the message comes through
The longer I live the more
I find that people seldom take the time
To really get to know a stranger and 

make him a friend
But the power of a simple song can 

make everybody feel they belong
Maybe singin’ and playin’ can bring us 

together again
Singin’ and playin’ can bring us together 

again

(Songwriters PAYNE, HAROLD 
TIMOTHY/PEASE, EDGAR B. III/
SCARPIELLO MICHAEL JAMES)

‘Music speaks louder than words …

By Tootie Moyer
• As a woman you were addressed 

as Miss or Mrs., not “you guys”.
• Trucks would stop at your 

door with fruit, vegetables, bread and 
cheese.

• I would buy candy bars for 5 
cents at Riplings Grocery store at Cedar 
& Elm Streets.

• Restrooms along the road were 
only outhouses.

• Our mothers would sweep our 
pavements and gutters every day.

• Women were the only cook in the 
family, now men cook and grill.

• You carried your books to and 
from school, no backpacks.

• When was the last time you 
could talk personally to your doctor, now 
you get his nurse.

• We would walk to our library 

for information, no computers or 
smartphones.

• On television men and women 
were not allowed to be in the same bed 
on screen.

• Do you remember these names; 
Eddie Cantor, Stella Dallas, Marlene 
Dietrich, George Gabel, Hedy Lamar and 
Walter Winchell. 

• “Breaking news” was called out 
by newsboys on every corner, they also 
called out “extra, extra.”

• Most homes only had one 
bathroom; you had to wait your turn.

• Basketball players would wear 
short shorts, now they are down to their 
knees.

• If you wanted a TV set in your 
hospital room, you had to pay by the day.

• The only dances we knew were 
the slow dance and the jitterbug.

Do you ever say to yourself, I don’t 
remember what I want to remember. Next 
time you need to send a thank you note 
Instead of using email or text, write a note 
and you will make someone really happy. 

We remember a lot of things, but I 
hope these lines made you remember 
more.

Every day is an event that we hope to 
remember someday.  Stay well.

Do you remember?
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By Sari Incledon, M. Ed.
We invite the entire 

community to attend a 
program Jewish Family 
Service is sponsoring: 
“What Every Family 
Needs to Know about 
A lcoho l  and Drug 
Abuse & Addiction: An 
Interactive Dialogue 
with David Rotenberg.”  
This program will be held Wednesday, 
April 28 at 7 p.m. at the JCC.

David is the executive director of 
Adolescent Youth Services at Caron 
Foundation, however his presentation 

will not be limited to issues dealing with 
adolescents.  Drug and alcohol abuse is 
a problem for all age groups, and we all 
need to know more about it.

In a recent article, “Overcoming 
Denial” (Na’amat Woman Winter 2009/10) 
Barbara Trainin Blank wrote: “Alcohol and 
chemical dependency don’t discriminate, 
affecting Jews and non-Jews alike, and 
women as much as men. Addiction 
and alcoholism can be found in every 
socioeconomic and religious segment of 
the Jewish community”.

An ar t ic le  on the JACS Web 
site (Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically 
Dependent Persons and Significant 

Others) provided the following statistics.  
According to Dr. Jay Holder, Medical 
Director and founder of the Exodus 
Treatment Center in Miami, chemical 
dependency is the number one secret 
in the Jewish community. Reportedly, 
up to 50 percent of patient populations 
in some residential treatment centers 
are Jews – as are 20 percent of those 
calling national drug hot lines (yet Jews 
comprise less than 3 percent of the U.S. 
population).  Chemical dependency is the 
third leading killer in the U.S.  It is also an 
unreported and/or unknown contributor 
to deaths caused by car accidents, heart 
attacks, suicides and strokes.

For  every  person who has a 
substance abuse problem, several 
others are affected.  Those affected 
may be spouses, parents, children, 
siblings, grandparents – all are hurt 
in different ways. What can we as a 
communal organization do to address 
the problem? Awareness is an important 
first step and we invite everyone in the 
community to share questions and 
concerns at our above mentioned 
program on April 28.

Our  program is  f ree ,  though 
reservations are requested. For more 
information, call Sari at 610-921-
0624.

Jewish Family Service

Enjoy Tax Benefits While Contributing to

Jewish Family Service Vehicle Donation Program

Call Sari at

610-921-0624 

or email
                               jfrsarii@comcast.net

Living with Loss
formerly Bereavement Group

Mondays, March � and 22, 3:00- 4:30 p.m.
For more information call Sari at 610-921-0624

Discussion of  addiction important to all
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BERKS ENCORE RECEIVES AWARDS

Congratulations to Berks Encore employees Carolyn Krebs 
and Martha Sitler for receiving one of the Social Security 

Administrations highest awards for their providing the public with 
information covering Social Security issues.  

Berks Encore enables older adults to achieve a better quality of 
life by providing a comprehensive program of services, referrals, 
education and advocacy.  For more information call Berks Encore 

at 610-374-3195 or visit them at www.Berksencorepa.org

BERKS ENCORE PROVIDES FREE TAX PREPARATION 
FROM TRAINED VOLUNTEERS

Was your household income less than $50,000 in 2009?  
Household income may be higher in some cases,

but call 610-374-3195 for more details.
Call today to schedule an appointment from now until April 15.

Berks Encore, 40 N. Ninth St., 610-374-3195

Jewish Family Service thanks
Dr. Jeffrey Blank D.D.S.

for providing professional services to our client.

Volunteer Opportunities Available – 
Jewish Family Service seeks volunteers to help our seniors

with grocery shopping and other errands.
If you have some time, call Sari or Carole at 610-921-0624.

Call Sari at 610-921-0624, 
e-mail sarii@jfreading.org 

or go to
www.charitableautoresources.com
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Life at The Highlands at Wyomissing® is filled with fun,  
culture, and incredible amenities and services. Relax and put your 
feet up. Express yourself through art, music or gardening. Try a 

new exercise class. Whatever you desire, whatever you need,  
retirement living at The Highlands is a great choice.

What ’s the Deal 

2000 Cambridge Avenue | Wyomissing, PA 19610

For an insider’s look at life at The Highlands, 
Berks County’s only Life Care Community,  

join us for an upcoming event. 

Join our mailing list today!
610.775.2300 | Thehighlands.org/evenTs 

W I T H  L I F E  AT  T H E  H I G H L A N D S ? 

By Carole Robinson
and Sari Incledon

For many years, Jewish Family 
Service has been able to get the 
names of all Jewish hospital patients, 
both affiliated with congregations and 
non-affiliated from Reading Hospital 
and St. Joseph’s. This allowed us to 
visit as many patients and families as 

possible and provide social service and 
friendly supportive visits.  Fortunately, 
we continue to receive daily emails 
from Reading Hospital of all Jewish 
patients, unless they request that their 
names not be shared.

Unfortunately, after the merger 
o f  P e n n  S t a t e  H e a l t h  a n d  S t . 
Joseph’s Hospital, this information 

is no longer available from them. 
Despite several conversations with 
St. Joseph executives, they claim 
HIPAA and security concerns prevent 
them from proactively sharing this 
information.  In addition, because so 
many Jewish patients are unaffiliated, 
the information is not made available 
to our Rabbis.

If you, family members or your 
friends are hospitalized at Penn State 
Health- St. Joseph’s Hospital, please 
be aware of the need to contact us 
and/or your congregation to receive 
supportive services and a personal 
visit.

Please call 610-921-0624 if you 
have any questions.

Help us support our hospitalized

Obituary
Murray Dashe, 79, died in California. 

Born in Reading, he was a son of the 
late Norma and Dr. Meyer Dashe. Until 

2005 he was president and CEO of 
Cost Plus World Market.  He is survived 
by his wife Robin, three children, 
three grandchildren and his sister Eve 
Matisoff.

Mazel Tov to Richard & Elizabeth 
Nassau on their first granddaughter, 
Abigail Dana, daughter of Moriah 
Benjoseph and Ben Nassau.

***
Mazel tov to Lea Berger on the birth 

of her granddaughter Rowan Berger 
White on Oct. 20 to daughter Molly and 
husband Alex White.

***
Mazel tov to grandparents Beth 

and Robert Caster on the birth of 
their grandson Everett Shia Caster to 
parents Morton and Carmen Caster.

***
Mazel tov to Jan and Jonathan 

Simon on the birth of their grandson 
Grant Benjamin Simon on Nov. 10 to 

Zach and Katherine Simon.
***

Mazel tov to Mimi and Tom Gavigan 
on the birth of grandson Phillip Thomas 
on Aug. 21 in San Francisco. Proud 
parents are Daniel and Meghan 
Gavigan.

Mazel tov to Carole and Mike 
Robinson  on the bir th of their 
granddaughter Brooks Acadia Shipe to 
Madelyn Robinson and Jake Shipe.

We love good news about members 
of our community! Please share it by 
emailing Marknem@aol.com or calling 
610-921-0624.

Until next time: Shalom!

Page � Shalom March 2010

Community News

Lucy  Suzanne  Knoblauch 
Zeidman, 96, Wyomissing.

Surviving are a son, Bruce F., 
husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman, of 
Shillington; a brother, Harry Knoblauch, 
husband of Edith Knoblauch, of Reading; 
a sister, Ruth Balis of Wyomissing; and 
several nieces and nephews.

---
Irene S. Zeidman, 62, Wyomissing.  

She is survived by her brother Bruce 
F., husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman 
of Shillington.

 ---
Robert Berger, 54, Reading.
He was the former spouse of Lea 

Berger, Reading. He is survived by 
two daughters, Molly R. Berger, State 
College, and Bethany S. Berger, 
Reading; and one brother, Dr. Barry M. 
Berger, husband of Kathleen A. Vieweg, 
Boston, Mass.

---
 David Moyer, 85, Reading.
 He is survived by his wife, Marjorie 

L. (Sulman) Moyer.  He is also survived 
by his daughters, Aileen D., widow 
of Neal H. Endy, of Pennside, and E. 
Roxanne, wife of Les Walker, of Batavia 
Ohio; sons, Stan B. , husband of Kristine 
K. Moyer, of Sinking Spring and Jay 
H., husband of Margaret R. Moyer, of 
Muhlenberg Township.  Other survivors 
are grandchildren: Brett A. Endy, Chad 
M. Endy and Elizabeth K. Moyer; and 
great-grandchildren, Carson N., Logan 
C., Ardyn N. and Ava L. Endy

---
Shirley Robinson of B’nai B’rith 

Apartments. Survived by her Friendship 
Circle friends.

 ---
 Louis Malamud, 95, formerly 

of Temple.  He is survived by a son, 
Mitchel, husband of Laura Malamud, 
of Las Vegas; grandchildren Barry 
husband of Johna Malamud, Deborah 
Babbit-Malamud and Sheri Malamud; 
and great-grandchildren: Jessy Babbit, 
Carly Malmud and Ian Malamud.

Obituaries

By Joan G. Friedman
Congratulations to Korey Blanck  

and to Edith Blanck on the birth of 
their new granddaughter  and great-
granddaughter!

 ***
Mazel Tov to the Bluestone Family: 

To David and Marianna on their new 
daughter and to grandparents Eric and 
Marissa.

  ***
Congratulations to Charles and 

Brenda Diamond on the engagement 
of their son Brett and to grandfather Al 
Diamond.

***
Mazel Tov to Rosalind Hyman and 

her daughter, Attorney.Cathy Hyman 

Badal, who has received the honor of 
being chosen as the Child Advocate of 
the Year for the State of Pennsylvania.

***
Best wishes to our Berks County 

athletes competing in the 2010 Maccabi 
Games:

Emily & Jared Baksic, swimming
Andrew Blickle, basketball
Matthew Eisenberg, swimming
Hannah and Alexis Glassmire, 

swimming
Brandon Missan, soccer

Until next time: Shalom!
[Email all your simcha news to joan@

friedman.net]

All Around the Town_________

 I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea!
We hear this again and again from residents of The Highlands.

• People are so friendly.
• There’s so much for me to do.
• I love the independence and

privacy at The Highlands.
• I don’t worry about my future.
• Dining is like a fine restaurant.
• My kids are so glad I’m here.
• I feel like I’m at a resort.
• This was a smart and valuable

financial decision.
• They do things first class.
• I wish I’d moved here sooner.
• I love it here!

Come tour The Highlands.
Find out first hand why it is the best place for

retirement living.

EQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T Y

If you’re exploring options and choices
for your retirement years, be sure to call
us for a tour.  You too can be a part of
this wonderful lifestyle.  We have every-
thing from a studio apartment to gracious
cottages.  We would love to meet you
and answer your questions.

Call for lunch and a tour today.
�10-775-2300

www.thehighlands.org

Shalom Newspaper (Joan Friedman)
5” (2 col.) x 7”

Questions?
Contact Jodi Gibble, Marketing Director

The Highlands at Wyomissing
2000 Cambridge Ave., Wyomissing, PA 19�10

�10-288-3405

You’ve worked hard to accumulate your wealth. 

Trust it to someone who will work even harder to 

grow your assets and provide you with peace of mind 

as you plan for the future. From financial planning and 

investment management to custom credit solutions, 

deposit products and more. Clermont Wealth Strategies 

– personal, focused and highly confidential.

Financial Planning

Custom Credit Solutions

Wealth Preservation & Transfer Services

Comprehensive Investment Management

Bank Deposit & Convenience Products 

Retirement Planning

CLERMONT WEALTH STRATEGIES
A T

1.866.332.8393
clermontwealth.com

Securities and Insurance Products:
Not FDIC-Insured • Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency
No Financial Institution Guarantee • May lose value • Not a deposit

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Images from
Yemin Orde

Area resident and recent college 
graduate Jessica Flamholz sent us 
these pictures from her recent visit 
to Yemin Orde, an Israeli village 
for children and youth supported 

by our Federation. 

KEEP UP WITH THE COMMUNITY
Visit www.readingjewishcommunity.org

From Federation staff
Historian George M. Meiser IX 

will deliver a Noontime Knowledge 
presentation at the JCC on Tuesday, 
Dec. 21 at noon.

Meiser, who specializes in the 
history of Berks County, will lead an 
event on “Dr. William A. Haman, Master 
Photographer of the 1890s.”

The local historian will present the 
photography of Dr. William A. Haman, 

who was the head of X-rays at the 
former Community General Hospital 
in the 1890’s.

Dr.  Haman owned a graphi te 
camera, which cost more than a car at 
that time.  His photos are considered to 
be of the highest quality taken during 
that time period. Most were prize-
winning images. 

George Meiser was born, reared, 
and educated in  Reading.  Af ter 

graduating from Kutztown University, 
he was appointed principal of the 
Alsace Consolidated School in the 
Oley Valley. He later taught history in 
the Wyomissing School District for 30 
years while pursuing his passion for 
local history. 

Mr. Meiser is well known for his 
long-running newspaper series, “The 
Passing Scene,”  which had 225 
installments in the Reading Eagle, 
beginning in 1977. He and his wife, 
Gloria Jean, co-authored a series of 
local history books by the same title.

Mr. Meiser is an avid collector of 
early photographs. He has amassed 
28,000 photographs of Berks County, 
beginning his collection at the age of 
11.

He has  a lso  spent  65  years 

recording historic lore, hunting the 
history of both buildings and significant 
Berks Countians.

He is the author of 26 books, which 
includes 25 volumes of “The Passing 
Scene” along with “Echoes of Scholla,” 
a compendium of Berks history and 
lore. 

Noontime Knowledge, a program 
designed to educate on a variety of 
topics is held on the third Tuesday of 
each month at noon. Programs are 
designed to educate on a variety of 
topics.

Everyone is invited to attend at no 
cost to participants.

Please make a reservation if you 
would like to attend the lecture by 
calling Carole at 610-921-0624 or email 
CaroleR@jfreading.org.

Noontime Knowledge with local historian George Meiser
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An extraordinary time with Violins of  Hope

Violins of Hope curator Avshi Weinstein explains the science behind violins during a program 
at the Reading Science Center.

Amy from the Reading Symphony Orchestra shows off a Violins of Hope cello to students at Exeter Junior High.

Avshi Weinstein, James Grymes and Todd Bornstein, son of Sheila and Jeff Bornstein of Wyomissing, 
at the 41st Leo Camp lecture at Albright College.

Book signing at the Leo Camp Lecture at Albright featuring author James Grymes and Avshi Weinstein.

Members of the Photography Club from Conrad Weiser High School photograph the violins.Bill Franklin, Andy Wernick, Esther Bratt, Leah Leisawitz, Mariette Jacobson and Gil Zalc light candles at 
Kristallnacht at Christ Episcopal Church in Reading.
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Local Holocaust survivors with the signs that told their stories. From left, Mariette Jacobson with daughter Rachel; Sid Bratt; and Esther Bratt with great-grandchildren Leah and Adam Leisawitz

Violins of Hope on display, along with a list of the sponsors who made the event possible.

The staff of the Jewish Federation of Reading worked tirelessly to bring Violins of Hope to our community and see to its success. From left are Carole Robinson, Laurie Waxler, Margo Levin,
Violins of Hope curator Avshi Weinstein, Amanda Hornberger, Sari Incledon, Bill Franklin and Adi Shalev.. Missing from photo: Holli Winick Viau, Brenda Seidel and Irene Mouchlizis.
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From online news sources
An Israeli electronic, wearable 

medical device has been shown to 
effectively and significantly reduce 
pain and other debilitating symptoms 
in patients with chronic migraines 
after two hours, according to a study 
published in the peer-reviewed journal 
Pain Reports, the Jerusalem Post 
reported.

A prospective, multi-center, open-
label trial of Theranica’s Nerivio device 
demonstrated that remote electronic 
neuromodulation (REN) is an effective 
and safe treatment for patients with 
chronic migraines.

Nerivio is approved by the Food 
and Drug Administration for use in 
acute treatment of episodic and chronic 
migraine in adult and adolescent 
patients. It is a smartphone-controlled 
wearable device that sends non-painful 
electrical waveforms to nerve fibers at 
the upper arm to trigger Conditioned 
Pain Modulation (CPM) in the central 
neural system, activating the body’s 
endogenous analgesic mechanism.

Endogenous pain modulation is 
a broad term describing an array of 
actions that the central nervous system 
can execute to reduce pain. CPM is 
when pain in one body part is inhibited 
by pain in another body region. In the 
case of the Nerivio, the device is able 
to trigger that system, using a non-
painful stimulation, said Theranica’s 
Chief Scientist Dr. Liron Rabany, who 
co-authored the study.

The Nerivio device is controlled by 
an app on the patient’s smartphone, 
allowing patients to set the intensity of 
their treatment. Additionally, the app 
contains a migraine diary that can be 
shared with healthcare teams.

Specifically, the recent study tested 
99 chronic migraine patients, and 
found that nearly 60% of the patients 
who completed the research period 
experienced pain relief within two 
hours of treatment. Moreover, nearly 

65% of those who experienced relief 
at two hours, continued to experience 
sustained pain relief for at least 24 
hours after treatment.

Additionally, more than 20% were 
pain free (no headache) at two hours. 
Moreover, nausea and other challenging 
migraine symptoms such as sensitivity 
to light and sound were also improved 
at the two-hour mark.

The device was also found to have 
a high safety profile, with only one of 
the participants reporting a mild, local, 
device-related adverse effect, which 
was resolved quickly after treatment.

This study joins several previous 
studies that have already confirmed 
the effectiveness and safety of REN for 
acute treatment of episodic migraine, 
in adults and adolescents.“Chronic 
migraine is characterized by headaches 
experienced on at least 15 days per 
month,” said Dr. Brian Grosberg, 
director of the Hartford Healthcare 
Headache Center, who served as 
the primary investigator of the study. 
“People with chronic migraine not only 
have a higher frequency of migraine 
attacks, but their attacks tend to be 
more severe than episodic migraine 
patients.”

Annually, approximately 3% of 
people with episodic migraine progress 
to chronic migraine, according to 
sources cited in the Pain Reports study. 
These headaches are most likely to 
affect Caucasian women.

Grosberg said that chronic migraine 
patients tend to use more medication, 
including cocktails, to ward off these 
headaches. The challenge for doctors, 
therefore, is to relieve the migraine 
symptoms without overmedication that 
can lead to additional complications. 
“Non-pharmacological interventions 
such as REN help meet this need by 
providing a drug-free treatment option,” 
he added.

The study published in Pain Reports 
involved 99 individuals between the 

ages of 18 and 75 who had been 
diagnosed with chronic migraines. 
These patients were either not using 
any preventative medications or were 
on stable dose for at least two months 
before the trial and continued with the 
same protocol alongside the additional 
treatment.

Participants were instructed to treat 
their migraine attacks within an hour 
of symptom onset using the Nerivio 
device and to refrain from taking any 
medication for at least two hours after 
treatment. They were also asked to 
report their symptoms in an electronic 
diary before the treatment, at two hours 
post-treatment and at 24 hours. The 
study took place at nine US centers and 
induced a four-week run-in phase and 
a four-week treatment phase between 
November 21, 2019 and May 20, 2020. 
“To the best of our knowledge, this 
was the largest clinical trial of acute 
treatment of migraine specifically 
targeting chronic migraine patients,” 
Rabany said.

Theranica has announced a new 
partnership with MC-Rx, a pharmacy 

benefit manager, for its Nerivio device. 
MC-Rx serves millions of members 
across the U.S..

The deal places Theranica’s device 
under MC-Rx’s pharmacy benefit 
formulary, which means migraine 
sufferers who are prescribed the device 
by their healthcare providers will now 
have a clearer path for reimbursement. 
“We are excited to continue our clinical 
development, adding ever-increasing 
solid evidence of the clinical benefit that 
REN brings to different sub-populations 
of people with migraine,” Rabany said. 
“Indeed, a recent scientific review that 
compared all current medical devices 
for the treatment of migraine concluded 
that Nerivio was the only one for which 
there is sufficient high-quality research, 
and thus the only one for which efficacy 
was well established.

“All people with migraine, adults or 
adolescents, should have the option 
of discussing a non-pharmacological 
therapy with their healthcare providers, 
as a first-line treatment option, or as an 
adjunct, to improve their migraine care,” 
she concluded.

Help us help you
Please provide the Federation office with your up-to-date contact information so we 

can reach you during emergencies and special circumstances.

We will not publish or share
unlisted numbers

Israeli device shown to be effective against migraines

From online news sources
The volume of water that Israel sells 

to Jordan will double and is likely to 
reach 100 million cubic meters over 
the next year, following an agreement 
signed today by Israel’s Minister of 
Infrastructures, Water and Energy 
Resources Karine Elharrar and Jordan’s 
Minister of Water Mohammed El-Najjar. 
The ministers met as part of a meeting 
of the Joint Water Committee (JWC) of 
Israel and Jordan. The meeting took 
place at the Allenby Bridge on the Israel-
Jordan border.

Since the mid-1990s, Israel has 
sold 50 million cubic meters of water 
annually to Jordan. Ten years ago this 
amount was raised to 60 million cubic 
meters annually. Under the agreement, 

Israel has been selling the water at the 
especially cheap tariff of 4 cents per 
cubic meter, far lower than the rate paid 
by Israeli consumers.

However, this latest agreement hikes 
the price of water sold to Jordan to 65 
cents per cubic meter.

One water expert stated that this price 
would still mean Israel is subsidizing the 
cost of the water for Jordan, although a 
source involved in the agreement said 
that the price is similar to that being 
paid by Israeli consumers, not including 
water and sewage treatment.

Elharrar said, “Signing the agreement 
to increase the amount of water is 
an unequivocal statement that we 
want good neighborly relations. I am 
full of hope that this is the first bud in 

cooperation between Israel and the 
Kingdom of Jordan that will benefit 

both people in coping with current 
challenges.”

Israel to double volume of  water sold to Jordan
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A team of researchers at the Technion-

Israel Institute of Science have used 
genetically engineered muscle tissue to 
cure mice of type 2 diabetes, according to a 
report published in the peer-reviewed journal 
Science Advances.

Muscle cells are among the main targets 
of insulin, and they are supposed to absorb 
sugar from the blood. However, in type 2 
diabetics, the ability of these cells to absorb 
sugar is reduced.

Restoring the metabolic activity of skeletal 

muscle could therefore provide a cure for 
the disease. But, until now, it has been an 
unexplored optional therapy.

For the past five years, Prof. Shulamit 
Levenberg and doctoral student Rita 
Beckerman from the Stem Cell and Tissue 
Engineering Laboratory in the Technion’s 
Faculty of Biomedical Engineering have been 
developing and testing the use of an autograft 
of muscle cells engineered to take in sugar at 
increased rates in mice with type 2 diabetes.

Specifically, they isolated muscle cells 
from mice and then overexpressed the 

GLUT4 transporter in the cells and created 
metabolically functional, engineered muscle 
tissue — tissue that was seeded on polymeric 
biodegradable scaffolds and cultured up 
to three weeks — and then ultimately 
transported back into the abdomen of the 
diabetic mice.

The results were that not only did the 
engineered cells proceed to absorb sugar 
correctly, improving blood sugar levels, 
Levenberg explained, but they also induced 
improved absorption in the mice’s other 
muscle cells by means of signals sent 

between them. The mice remained cured of 
diabetes for the entire four-month period that 
they were under observation. “These cells 
worked hard and absorbed glucose, and also 
secreted factors that systematically affected 
the metabolism of the mice,” Levenberg 
said. In addition to their blood-glucose levels 
being stabilized, the mice showed other 
improvements, like less lipids in their livers.

She said, “The approach can be used to 
rescue mice from their diabetic situation, and 
now we hope to be able to use it in the future 
as a treatment for humans.”

The muscle cells could be taken from 
patients by biopsy, she said, adding that 
using cells from the patient itself and then 
transporting them back would help eliminate 
the risk of rejection.

Diabetes currently affects around 34 
million Americans, the Technion said in a 
release. Some 90% of them suffer from type 
2 diabetes. People with the disease are often 
plagued by long-term complications, ranging 
from heart disease and strokes to damage 
to the retina that can cause blindness and 
kidney failure, among other challenges. The 
disease is associated with up to a 10-year 
reduction in life expectancy.

There is currently no cure for type 2 
diabetes. It is treated mainly by a combination 
of lifestyle and diet changes, medication and 
insulin injections. “An effective treatment – 
and one that is a one-time treatment rather 
than daily medication – could significantly 
improve both quality of life and life expectancy 
of those who have diabetes,” the Technion 
release said. “The same method could also 
be used to treat various enzyme deficiency 
disorders.”

Levenberg said that the next step is to 
show that it works using human cells in the 
lab. After that, they could move to human 
trials, though she said this is still “several 
years away.”

The research was funded by Rina and 
Avner Schneur as part of the Rina and Avner 
Schneur Center for Diabetes Research. The 
foundation had approached Levenberg’s lab 
in search of a team willing to start research in 
a new direction not yet in the field. Levenberg 
said that they decided “to take the challenge 
on ourselves.” “It was a high risk to take,” 
she admitted. “This is a totally out-of-the-box 
approach. But it shows why sometimes it is 
important to get funds for research when it is 
just an idea. If you have the resources, you 
can go and try,” she continued. “We were 
lucky to be able to do it and to show that 
indeed this might work.”

Technion researchers cure mice of  diabetes in trial

Chabad of Berks hosted a Pink Challah Bake on Oct. 24. It was an opportunity for women in the community to unite, connect, share and discovder while enjoying some colorful 
baking. The event raised funds for Sharsheret, a Jewish breast cancer support organization.

Knead to rise at Chabad’s Pink Challah Bake
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By Carole Robinson
T h a n k s g i v i n g , 

a  h o l i d a y  w i t h 
family, friends, and 
tables heaped with 
overflowing platters 
of food, is a time to 
give thanks for life’s 
bounty.  It’s also a day 
to celebrate diversity 
and working together, 
just like the Pilgrims 
and Native Americans did at the first 
Thanksgiving. However, not everyone is 
as fortunate as those of us who patted our 
full stomachs after a second serving of 
pumpkin pie. 

Jewish Family Service held two food 
pantries in November to feed our hungry 
neighbors. In addition to distributing boxes 
of shelf-stable food and bags of chicken, 
perishables, and produce, JFS handed out 
turkeys and boxes of holiday goodies. We 
were able to supplement this food from 
Helping Harvest with bags of nutritious 
foods that were donated by the families of 
Lakin Preschool.

Our volunteers cheerfully hoisted turkeys 
and loaded the trunks and backseats of 
cars, exchanging Thanksgiving greeting 
with the food pantry recipients. We served 
156 households at the Olivet Pantry and 77 
households at the SDA Hampden Heights 
Pantry, providing food to 530 adults and 
280 children.

This would not have been possible 
without the dedication and hard work of 
our volunteers — Ellen and Paul Schwartz, 
Annette Peppard, Jenn Reilly, Mary 
Neville, Sarah Flamholz, Jeanine Levy, 
Pete Jacobson, Sid Lempiner, Jannine 
Shapiro and Raymond Gehring. A special 
thank you to the Lakin Preschool children 
for participating in this mitzvah of feeding 
the hungry.

Another meaningful program JFS 
participated in was Violins of Hope. We 
were fortunate to be able to offer two 
afternoon programs to Friendship Circle 
and other members of the community. On 
Nov. 4, Avshi Weinstein spoke to a group of 
45 about the Violins of Hope, instruments 
that survived the Holocaust and were 
restored by Avshi and his father, Amnon. 
He told the stories of three of the violins, 
which were beautifully played by Reading 
Symphony violinist Valerie Levicoff. She 
was visibly moved as she played,as 
were many members of the audience, 
remembering the past and feeling the 
power of her music. 

JFS and the greater Berks community 

were fortunate to have Haia Mazuz 
organize a musical afternoon with well-
known local musician Dave Kline and the 
Violins of Hope. On Nov. 11, The Mountain 
Folk Violins of Hope Quartet, featuring 
Hannah Violet Phillips and Dr. Russ Rentler 
playing Violins of Hope, Rick Schmehl on 
bass guitar, and Dave Kline on rhythm 
guitar and banjo, performed Celtic music, 
American Civil War tunes, and popular 
music for an appreciative crowd. 

Every seat in the Federation was filled 
with music lovers eager to learn about the 
Violins of Hope and to hear their voices 
come alive.  Dave eloquently spoke about 
the violins and the music, promoting unity 
and understanding in the face of cultural 

differences:  “We all have more in common 
than we have differences.  Will you please 
be the light that spreads that message?”  
The quartet’s final set fused Celtic and 
Klezmer music, ending with beautiful 
renditions of “Shalom Chaverim” and “Hava 
Nagilla,” focusing on friendship and our 
commonalities.

The poet Maya Angelou wrote, “Let 
gratitude be the pil low upon which 
you kneel to say your nightly prayer.  
And let faith be the bridge you build 
to overcome evil and welcome good.”  
Let’s all continue to appreciate our 
blessings, share our bounty with those 
less fortunate, embrace our differences, 
and “welcome good.”  

Giving thanks

Friendship Circle December programs
Friendship Circle is held on the first and third Thursdays of each month at 1 p.m. at the JCC.

An optional lunch is served, followed by an entertaining or educational program or holiday celebration.
Programs are free; optional lunch is $7. Contact Carole at 610-921-0624 to make lunch reservations.

Thursday, Dec. 2, Friendship Circle Chanukah Party
Have some Chanukah fun with your friends

and enjoy delicious latkes and Chanukah songs.

Thursday, Dec. 16 – The History of Quilting 
Through the Years         

December 16 – The History of Quilting through the years
 Explore the history of quilting with Becky Hughes.  When did it start?  
What materials were used and what types of quilts are there? Even 

try your hand at adding a few stitches to a quilt!
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Food Pantry

Friendship Circle

Counseling Services

Transportation

Financial Assistance

Hospital and

   Home Visitations   

Living with Loss

Information and

   Referral   

Case Management

Holiday Programs

Avshi Weinstein presenting Violins of Hope to Friendship Circle and guests on Nov. 4

JFS volunteer Jannine Shapiro handing out turkeys with a smile at the SDA food pantry on Nov. 9.
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More Jewish Family Service activities from the past month. At left, JFS volunteer Annette Peppard distributes food at the Olivet food pantry on Nov. 3. At right, Dave Kline and The Mountain Folk Violins of Hope Quartet 
performing at the JCC on Thursday, Nov. 11, as part of Friendship Circle. Both violins played were from the Violins of Hope collection.

Another busy month of  activities at JFS

JFS TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM
The purpose of this program is to provide transportation to members of the Jewish community, age 60 and over 
or those with disabilities, who have no other way of getting around.  It allows participants to retain their inde-
pendence and keeps them from becoming homebound and isolated.  This service can be used for medical ap-

pointments, synagogue attendance, shopping and other errands.

It is easy to participate in the taxi program.  Purchase a book of 25 taxi tickets from the Jewish Federation at a 
cost of $25.  Each coupon is worth $3.  The phone number for Reading Metro Taxi is printed on the taxi ticket 
book.  Call the taxi company and arrange your ride.  At the end of the ride, sign your coupon(s) before giving 

them to the driver. Tipping is left to the discretion of the passenger.  The coupon does not include
the cost of tipping.

This program is subsidized by the Jewish Federation.

JFS MOVIE MONDAY
Join us for a movie of Jewish interest and popcorn on the 4th Monday of the month at 2 p.m. at the JCC. 

Call Brenda at 610-921-0624 to reserve your seat; walk-ins are welcome if seating is available.

      LEONA
      Monday, Dec. 27

“Leona” tells the story of a young Jewish woman from 
Mexico City who finds herself torn between her family 
and her forbidden love with a non-Jewish man.  This 
movie has the drama and interpersonal conflicts of a 
Jane Austen novel.  120 min.

This movie contains two graphic sex scenes
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Pediatric and Adult Patients 
Treating Ear, Nose, Throat Problems  

Thyroid Nodules, Neck Masses & Sinusitis

Physicians: 
James P. Restrepo, M.D., FACS, ECNU 

Charles K. Lutz, M.D., FACS 
Jeffrey S. Driben, M.D., FACS, ECNU

Scott J. Cronin, M.D.
Adam P. Vasconcellos, M.D.

Nurse Practitioner: 
Rosemarie Montgomery

MS, CRNP, FNP-C

ENT Head & Neck Specialists, PC  
985 Berkshire Blvd., Wyomissing  
610-374-5599 • www.ent-hns.net

Providing diagnostic and rehabilitative services for all types of hearing loss, for any age group. 
Hearing and Balance Disorders 

State of the Art Hearing Aid Fittings 
In House Hearing Aid Repairs

Audiologists: 
 

Melanie A. Appler, AuD, FAAA
Matthew R. Bonsall, AuD, FAAA

Jenna L. Galan, AuD, CCC-A

Hamas’ secret foreign investments revealed
From online news sources

Hamas is concealing secret foreign 
investments worth hundreds of millions 
of dollars in seemingly legitimate 
businesses, The Jerusalem Post reported. 
Furthermore, if the West cracked down 
on these investments and the countries 
facilitating them, some of the Gaza-based 
terrorist group’s destructive activities 
could be impaired, according to the 
Double Cheque website and former 
Mossad officials.

Intelligence information indicates 
that from the early 2000s until 2018, 
Hamas controlled some 40 commercial 
companies in Turkey, the UAE, Saudi 
Arabia, Jordan, Algeria and Sudan, 
Double Cheque reported.

Most of the companies involved are in 
the real-estate and infrastructure sectors. 
Through the companies, Hamas manages 
huge projects and has a reliable way to 
conceal around $500 million in assets, 
the article said.

Double Cheque was established 
to “provide a service for business and 
intelligence companies as well as financial 
and regulatory bodies interested in 
maintaining legitimate business activities 
and avoiding illegal deals,” its website says. 
Although there is little information about 
the personnel who run the website, much 
of its information is based on intelligence 
sources, the Post understands.

Prior to 2015, Saudi Arabia, Algeria, 
Sudan and other Gulf states allowed their 
business and banking sectors to be used 
by Hamas to raise funds that could later 
be used for its terrorist activities.

But from 2015-2016, the Saudis 
shifted their position, leading Hamas to 
move the bulk of its investment operations 

to Turkey. Algeria continues to be a major 
source of foreign investment revenue for 
Hamas, the report said. Sudan appears 
to have cut back much of its support 
for these activities since the warming 
of relations between Jerusalem and 
Khartoum in 2020. “Hamas has chosen 
to manage its secret investment portfolio 
in Turkey because of the weak financial 
system in Turkey, which enables Hamas 
to hide its money-laundering activity and 
tax violations from the regulatory bodies,” 
Double Cheque reported. “The details of 
the Hamas operatives mentioned in the 
documents of the portfolio’s companies 
prove that this is a false portfolio,” the 
report said. “In total, there are nine Hamas 
operatives who are members of more 
than 18 companies. One operative holds 
key positions in as many as 13 different 
companies, all controlled by Hamas’s 
secret investment portfolio.”

Hamas has been designated a terrorist 
organization in the US, EU and many 
other countries.

The Double Cheque investigation 
unmasked how Hamas “succeeded in 
systematically deceiving tax authorities, 
institutions, and clients in Europe and 
the Middle East for two decades by 
establishing its financial investment 
portfolio.” Although the information from 
Double Cheque only runs through 2018 for 
purposes of declassifying and publicizing 
the information, similar Hamas activities 
are ongoing to the present day, the Post 
has learned.

Among the banks that have facilitated 
this Hamas scheme are Al Ahli Bank, Abu 
Dhabi Bank, Al Masri Bank and Qatar 
Bank. Regarding Abu Dhabi Bank, the 
Post understands that even as Israel and 
the UAE have normalized relations, it does 

not mean the Emirates has cut all ties with 
Israel’s adversaries.

Hamas uses these assets to finance 
its terrorist activity and military buildup, 
including procurement of weapons.

The companies use deception to 
“ostensibly carry out legitimate, innocent 
activity,” Double Cheque reported. 
“They have business ties with leading 
international companies and banks in 
Europe, report to the tax authorities, 
manage their accounting records, and 
work with banks, insurance companies, 
suppliers, and clients on a regular basis.” 
However, the entities “are actually 
controlled by members of Hamas,” which 
skillfully “exploits the lenient regulations 
in the countries in which it operates 
and jeopardizes the banks, insurance 
companies, accounting firms, and other 
financial service providers by pouring 
funds used to support terror into their 
systems without their knowledge,” the 
report said.

“Trend Gyo, controlled by Hamas, 
has five subsidiaries in Turkey,” it said. 
“Senior officials in the investment portfolio 
hold dual, high-ranking positions in all five 
companies.”

Trend Gyo is a public Turkish real-
estate investment and development 
company that is traded on the Istanbul 
stock exchange and is also known by 
its previous name, Anda-Turk/Anda 
Gayrimenkul, the report said. It is a 
subsidiary of the Saudi company Anda, 
which is owned by Hamas.

Anda has ties with the Saudi company 
Asyaf, which was designated by the 
US Treasury in September 2015 under 
Executive Order 13324 for involvement 
in funding Hamas’s terrorism, Double 
Cheque said.

The leader of Hamas’s global foreign-
investment efforts is Ahed Sharif Abdullah 
Odeh, who was born in Jordan. Odeh is 
one of six Hamas operatives who are 
partners in the Turkish company Uzmanlar 
Co. and serve on its board of directors. 
Uzmanlar Co. is a construction company 
and subsidiary of Anda Gayrimenkul Co., 
which was established in 2001 and with 
Ahmad Jahleb, another Hamas operative, 
as its CEO.

This company established two 
subsidiaries in 2014. One of them imports 
and exports air conditioners and elevators, 
and the other is in the tourism sector.

In the past, Uzmanlar Co. had not only 
operated in Turkey, but also in Jordan, 
Dubai and Saudi Arabia.

Odeh is said to be a key official in 
about nine Hamas front companies.

The next most important figure in 
Hamas’s global fundraising operations 
is Hisham Yunis Ichiyeh Qafisheh, who 
serves as the accounting architect or 
brains of the operation, the report said.

Qafisheh has long held both Palestinian 
and Jordanian citizenship and more recently 
also obtained Turkish citizenship. He is the 
chairman of the board of directors of IYS 
Yapi Co., a contracting company in Turkey. 
Its CEO is Hamas operative Walid Jadallah, 
and the company is also a subsidiary of 
Trend Gyo.

Qafisheh also figures as a director or 
key shareholder in another dozen or so 
Hamas front companies.

Ibrahim Jaber is a key figure for the 
global scheme, but he is not mentioned in 
the Double Cheque documents because 
he resides in Gaza and is the point person 
for coordinating much of its logistical and 
operational issues there.

Continued on Page 15
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Why Palestinians prefer to work in Israel
By Khaled Abu Toameh

The fact that a large number of 
Palestinians are desperate to work 
in Israel is a sign of the failure of 
Hamas and the Palestinian Authority 
to improve the living conditions of 
their people despite the massive sums 
of money they receive from various 
sources, including the United States, 
European Union and United Nations.

P a l e s t i n i a n s  i n  t h e  H a m a s -
ruled Gaza Strip are excited. Israeli 
authorities have decided to allow 
thousands of them to work in Israel. 
The news about the Israeli decision 
spread like wildfire, prompting tens of 
thousands of Palestinians to converge 
on the offices of the chambers of 
commerce throughout the Gaza Strip 
in the hope of obtaining a permit to 
work in Israel.

T h e  s c e n e s  o f  P a l e s t i n i a n 
scrambling to receive permits to work in 
Israel have angered and embarrassed 
many Palestinians and Arabs, many of 
whom believe that Palestinian leaders 
are not doing enough to end the 
suffering of the Palestinians.

The fact that a large number of 
Palestinians are desperate to work 
in Israel is a sign of the failure of 
Hamas and the Palestinian Authority 
to improve the living conditions of 
their people despite the massive 
sums of money they receive from 
various sources, including the United, 
European Union and United Nations.

Instead of providing job opportunities 
to the young people and university 
graduates, Hamas, an offshoot of the 
Muslim Brotherhood organization, has 
been preoccupied with amassing and 
manufacturing weapons and digging 
tunnels that would be used to attack 
Israel.

Instead of building schools and 
hospitals and industrial zones, Hamas 
has been investing millions of dollars in 
arming and training its military group, 
Izaddin al-Qassam. Hamas prefers 
to spend money on any Palestinian 
who is prepared to join the jihad (holy 
war) on Israel than on an unemployed 
university graduate in the Gaza Strip.

Hamas has no problem allowing 
Palestinians to work in the “Zionist 
entity” as long as its leaders are 
enjoying a luxurious life in Qatar. The 
only problem Hamas and its supporters 
have is when photos and videos of 
the desperate job-seekers appear on 
various social media platforms. Hamas 
and its supporters are so embarrassed 
that they are now beginning to float 
around conspiracy theories regarding 
those behind the documentation of the 
Palestinians who rushed to apply for 
permits to work in Israel.

The head of the General Federation 
of Palestinian Trade Unions, Sami 

al-Amsi, said that “there are certain 
parties that are not innocent” behind 
the lines of thousands of workers in 
front of the chambers of commerce in 
the Gaza Strip. He is apparently trying 
to create the impression that anti-
Palestinian parties sent the thousands 
of workers to apply for jobs in order to 
embarrass the Palestinians.

The dire economic situation in the 
Gaza Strip — 65% unemployment and 
80% poverty -— was the main reason, 
al-Amsi said, for the Palestinians’ 
“thirst” to work in Israel. Instead of 
holding Hamas responsible for the 
unemployment and poverty, al-Amsi 
and other Palestinians choose to blame 
Israel. This view is in keeping with the 
longstanding habit of the Palestinian 
leadership to evade their responsibility 
for thievery and non-governance by 
blaming Israel for everything.

Many Palest inians and Arabs, 
however, are no longer buying this 
nonsense and know exactly who is 
trying to help and who has not done 
a thing to end their suffering. A Saudi 
activist, Ibn al-Arab, commented on 
Twitter: “The Muslim Brotherhood folks 
[Hamas] in the Gaza Strip were always 
cursing Saudi Arabia, even though the 
kingdom donated a billion dollars for 
the reconstruction of the Gaza Strip. 
Today, they want to become workers 
for the occupation. The [Palestinians] 
are a people without dignity. I deeply 
regret supporting the Palestinians in 
the past.”

Palestinian writer Lina Ibrahim wrote 
that the scenes of the Palestinians 
applying for permits to work in Israel 
“expose the shame” Hamas has 
brought to the Gaza Strip. In addition 
to the high rate of unemployment 
and human rights violations, she 
said, “young people are unable to get 
married because of Hamas’s violation 
of their basic right to work in the Gaza 
Strip.”

“This is the Gaza Chamber of 
Commerce. Thousands of Palestinians, 
inc luding those wi th [academic] 
degrees, are fighting for a job in Israel. I 
guarantee you that if Israel announced 
that it wants workers from Algeria, they 
would cross the Sahara [Desert] on foot 
to work in Israel to escape the hell they 
are living in at home.”

Another Saudi activist, Al-Hamoodi4, 
remarked: “The Gaza Strip needs to be 
liberated from the Hamas gang. The 
truth is being revealed to the world. 
Workers from the Gaza Strip express 
their joy at the issuance of work permits 
in Israel. The rate of unemployment 
has reached 50%, most of them young 
people. One of them said that after 
he heard the news [that Israel was 
accepting workers], he couldn’t sleep 
all night.”

Yaseen Izeddeen, a Palestinian 
activist from the Gaza Strip, however, 
wrote that the scenes of thousands 
of Palestinians applying for jobs in 
Israel were “unacceptable.” “How will 
we liberate our land while when we go 
to sweep the streets of the settlers, 
wash their underwear and build their 
settlements? I was expecting Hamas 
to ask the [Palestinian] workers in the 
West Bank to stop working in Israel, 
and not allow permits for the people in 
the Gaza Strip!”

Interviews with some of the poor 
job-seekers revealed the sad reality 
of living under Hamas. “For the past 
15 years, we have not worked, no 
income,” said one worker. “In the Gaza 
Strip, there is no work, no life, I have 
children who are taller than me and I 
cannot get them married,” remarked 
another worker.

An off ic ia l  in the Chamber of 
Commerce in Gaza City, who preferred 
not to be named, said that on the 
first day of registration more than 
10,000 people applied for permits 
to work in Israel. He expected the 
number to double in the coming days. 
Thousands of others have applied in 
other registration centers in different 
parts of the Gaza Strip.

The Palestinian Authority, headed 
by Mahmoud Abbas,  a lso bears 
responsibility for what many describe 
as the economic and humanitarian 
crisis in the Gaza Strip. Four years 
ago, Abbas imposed a ser ies of 
sanctions on the Gaza Strip in the 
hope that the Palest inians there 
would revolt against Hamas. He cut 
off the salaries of thousands of civil 
servants and halted financial aid to 
many impoverished families. He also 
contributed to the increase in the rate 
of unemployment by firing many civil 
servants.

Repeated appeals by Hamas and 
other Palestinians to lift the sanctions 

have been ignored by Abbas and 
others in the international community. 
As far as many international parties are 
concerned, why hold Abbas and the 
Palestinian Authority responsible for 
their crimes when you can conveniently 
pass the blame onto Israel?

The desperate Palestinians who 
are now lining up to work in Israel 
are the victims of failed Palestinian 
leaders. They are the victims of the 
corruption and incompetence of the 
Palestinian Authority and Hamas. 
These Palestinians are also the victims 
of the ongoing conflict between the 
two rival parties, a conflict that has 
left the Palestinians with two separate 
mini-states in the West Bank and Gaza 
Strip. Palestinian leaders who are 
inciting violence against Israel on a 
daily basis have no problem begging 
Israel to allow Palestinians to work in 
Israel.

One final question: Where is the 
responsibility of the Arab countries 
towards their Palestinian brothers? 
Why isn’t Egypt, for example, opening 
up its shared border with the Gaza 
Strip to allow Palestinians to come 
and work in Egypt? Why don’t the Arab 
governments allow the Palestinians, 
who are knocking on Israel’s door 
for help, to go and work in Arab 
countries?

There is, sadly, only one answer: 
The Arabs want the Palestinians to 
remain Israel’s problem. If Palestinian 
leaders could not care less about their 
own people, why would any Arab ruler 
step up?

As has now become clear for all to 
see, Israel has become the only hope 
for the hungry workers in the Gaza 
Strip — who have been abandoned not 
only by their leaders, but by the rest of 
their Arab brothers as well.

Khaled Abu Toameh is an award-
winning journalist based in Jerusalem.

Continued from Page 14
Documents that Double Cheque 

obtained from intelligence sources reveal 
Hamas reports and accounting balances 
for companies in the secret portfolio. 
According to these documents, some of 
which are displayed on Double Cheque’s 
website, Hamas’s balance sheet contains 
the names of the companies under Hamas 
control, with the names of its “operatives” 
and “facilitators.”

“Operatives” refer to long-standing 
Hamas members, whereas “facilitators” 
refer to individuals who are not members 
of Hamas but are routinely used in 
the foreign-investment scheme, some 
knowingly aiding Hamas and some 
unwittingly. “The trial balance sheet 

includes accounts receivable and 
accounts payable, and accounts that are 
financially managed with the company,” 
the report said. “This proves the financial 
involvement of leading Hamas members 
in the investment portfolio.”

Hamas views its secret portfolio as a 
strategic asset and financial insurance 
policy, providing it with access to hundreds of 
millions of dollars, when necessary, without 
the scale or source of the funds being 
exposed. Having such funds gives Hamas 
some independence from its benefactors, 
such as Iran. This helps Hamas make its 
own decisions without too many conditions 
tied to foreign financial support.

Despite this, “Hamas continues to 
rely mainly on terror funding from Iran” 

for ongoing military operations and in the 
meantime “rarely uses the money from the 
investment portfolio, preferring to save it 
for emergencies,” Double Cheque said.

According to Uzi Shaya, a former 
senior financial-warfare officer in the 
Israeli intelligence community, in recent 
years, “one of the most powerful tools for 
Israel to combat terrorists, and harm their 
finances, has been weakened. From an 
issue that was given strategic importance, 
it has been neglected to the point of being, 
at best, a tactical consideration.”

“The climax of this process has been 
the transfer of millions of dollars in cash 
by the State of Israel to the organization 
Hamas,” he said. “The financial arm of 
Hamas was established in the early 2000s 

and has laundered millions of dollars,” 
Shaya said, adding that this financial plot 
and mechanism recently “has not only 
not been reduced, but has rather grown 
significantly over the years.” “The State 
of Israel needs to act and return to the 
basics in which financially harming various 
terrorist organizations is a significant 
part of harming those organizations 
themselves,” he said.

If the US and the West would increase 
financial pressure on Hamas’s foreign 
investments, it could significantly harm the 
organization’s potential for terrorism and 
extended rounds of conflict with Israel, 
Shaya said. According to the Post, the 
Defense Ministry declined to respond to 
a request for comment.

HAMAS
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Israel21c.org
As a 120-person Israeli delegation 

joined world leaders in Glasgow at the 
2021 United Nations Climate Change 
Conference  (COP26), many Israeli 
scientists, entrepreneurs, activists, 
educators, clergy and artists are working 
to understand and address the global 
climate crisis and its consequences, from 
food insecurity to natural disasters.

A multidisciplinary approach is 
critical, says University of Haifa marine 
geoscientist Beverly Goodman-Tchernov. 
“Solving the problems of climate change 
is not going to happen using any single 
approach. It’s going to require that 
everyone comes to the table with their 
strongest tools.”

Ahead of COP26, Israeli President 
Isaac Herzog appointed government 
officials, academics and businesspeople 
to a new Israeli Climate Forum to craft 
Israel’s role. “Israel’s State of Climate 
Tech 2021,” a fresh report from the 
Israel Innovation Authority and the 
Israel Innovation Institute’s PLANETech 
community, counts 1,200 companies 
developing technologies that could 
mitigate climate change.

Below we introduce you to some of 
the great Israeli minds dealing with this 
pressing problem.

Yosef Abramowitz. 
Yosef “Kaptain Sunshine” Abramowitz  

pioneered solar fields in Israel and is an 
activist for equal access to renewable 
energy. An impact investor, he heads 
Gigawatt Global, a renewable energy 
developer for Africa and other emerging 
markets; and Energiya Global Capital,  
Gigawatt ’s partner in Jerusalem. 
Abramowitz was nominated by 12 
African countries for the 2021 Nobel 
Peace Prize and named by CNN as a 
Green Pioneer in 2012. He served on 
the Israeli negotiating team at the Paris 
Climate Conference. ”

Tareq Abu Hamed
Tareq Abu Hamed is the new 

executive director of the Arava Institute 
for Environmental Studies, which 
offers accredited academic programs, 
research centers and international 
cooperation initiatives focusing on 
environmental challenges. In 2008, 
Abu Hamed established the institute’s 
Center for Renewable Energy and 
Energy Conservation. In 2013, he 
served as the Israel i  Ministry of 
Science’s deputy chief scientist, and 
later as acting chief scientist, becoming 
the highest-ranking Palestinian in the 
Israeli government.

 Professor Ori Adam
Professor Ori Adam heads the 

Hebrew University Climate Science 
Center (HUCS) and is a senior lecturer 
at the university’s Institute of Earth 
Sciences. HUCS is constructing the first 
Israeli climate model, uniquely tailored to 
the Middle East, to provide reliable and 
actionable information for the region’s 
climate mitigation efforts. 

Professor Ofira Ayalon
Professor Ofira Ayalon is former 

director of the Israel Climate Change 
Information Center.She heads the 
Environment & Energy Cluster at 
Samuel Neaman Institute, Technion-
Israel Institute of Technology, and the 
department of natural resources and 
environmental management at the 
University of Haifa.”

Gidon Bromberg
Gidon  Bromberg  co- founded 

EcoPeace Middle East, which brings 
together Jordanians, Palestinians 
and Israelis to create shared water 
solutions, and has been its Israel director 
for 27 years. An attorney by training, 
Bromberg has presented before the UN 
Security Council, UN Climate Summit, 

U.S. Congress, European Parliament 
and other international forums on the 
relationship between water issues and 
Middle East peace. 

David Dunetz
David Dunetz specializes in teaching 

about climate change and sustainability. 
He cofounded and led the Green Schools 
Network. He is head of education at the 
Heschel Center for Sustainability,  where 
he directed the Climate Change Project 
and is now establishing the first Climate 
Citizens Assembly in Israel.

Beverly Goodman-Tchernov
Beverly Goodman-Tchernov chairs 

the marine geosciences department in 
the University of Haifa’s Charney School 
of Marine Sciences. She uses clues from 
sand, mud and soil to understand how 
climate is changing, how the environment 
is affected, how humans have interacted 
with these changes in the past and what 
we might expect in the future — for 
example, how increased storminess and 
coastal erosion could make disasters 
such as tsunamis more dangerous. 

Carmel Horowitz
Carmel Horowitz, a 3D animator, 

started a grassroots advocacy campaign 
called Climate-Ecological Emergency 
Headquarters to prod Israel into 
implementing more ambitious climate 
goals. He also makes and posts videos, 
infographics and digital paintings on 
Facebook “to educate and inspire people 
everywhere to change themselves and 
their environment.” 

Maya Jacobs
 Maya Jacobs is CEO of Zalul,  one 

of Israel’s most influential environmental 
NGOs. She speaks on environmental 
issues in media and conferences, and 
has a background in media consulting 
and strategy, lobbying and public affairs. 
In 2019, she was named one of the top 20 
activist women in Israel by Lady Globes 
magazine. 

Dr. Paul Kamoun. 
Professor Paul Kamoun  heads the 

space technology and remote sensing 
laboratory at Jerusalem College of 
Technology. He uses satellite imagery 
to study the causes and consequences 
of climate change and to quantify and 
compare its manmade and natural 
triggers.

Dov Khenin
Dov Khenin, a former legislator, 

heads Tel Aviv University’s Change of 
Direction initiative that proposes policy 
aims for Israel in energy, transportation, 
agriculture, food, urban planning and 
education. He also heads the new Israeli 
Climate Forum mentioned above. 

Uriel Klar
Uriel Klar directs the PLANETech 

community of the Israel Innovation 
Institute, which promotes the development 
and implementation of climate-change 
technologies and functions as a network 
for the Israeli and global climate-tech 
ecosystem. An environmental engineer, 
Klar’s specialty is connecting technology, 
business and environmental missions 
to solve climate change challenges. He 
established an environmental research 
venture, founded an air pollution 
technology startup, and developed 
global partnerships in a multinational 
water company. 

Professor Noga Kronfeld-Schor
Prof. Noga Kronfeld-Schor is chief 

scientist of the Ministry of Environmental 
Protection and a researcher at the 
School of Zoology of Tel Aviv University. 
Her research deals with environmental 
physiology and the impact of global 
warming and light pollution on biodiversity 
and on human and environmental health. 

Dr. Doron Markel
Doron Markel is chief scientist of Keren 

Kayemeth LeIsrael-Jewish National Fund 

(KKL-JNF), Israel’s largest environmental 
non-governmental organization. He 
represented KKL-JNF and Israel in 
the 12th international Climate Change 
Conference in Cuba in 2019. KKL-JNF 
has been implementing innovative land-
management solutions since before the 
establishment of Israel. Today, it shares 
expertise internationally and promotes 
large-scale research projects that put 
Israel at the forefront of tackling climate 
and desertification issues impacting the 
welfare of the regional population. 

Rabbi Yonatan Neril
Rabbi  Yonatan Ner i l  founded 

and directs The Interfaith Center for 
Sustainable Development  and its Jewish 
Eco Seminars  branch. He speaks 
on religion and climate change; co-
organized 12 interfaith conferences on 
ecology and climate; and co-authored 
Eco Bible: An Ecological Commentary. 
“At a deeper level, to curb climate change 
we will need to shift from a consumer 
lifestyle to one that connects to nature 
and shows care and concern for all of 
God’s creation.”

Professor Colin Price
Professor Colin Price heads the 

Center for Climate Change Action 
at Tel Aviv University and chairs the 
environmental studies department at 
the university’s Porter School of the 
Environment and Earth Sciences. “After 
30 years of researching the science 
of climate change, it’s time to look 
for solutions to the crisis. At Tel Aviv 
University, we have recently launched a 
center to focus on innovative solutions 
to the climate crisis. “These solutions 
include not only technologies, but 
also out-of-the-box thinking about 
regulations, policy, regional security, 
finance, behavioral science, public 
health and more. The interdisciplinary 
approach is key to solving these urgent 
issues.”

Arik Rosenblum
Arik Rosenblum has been CEO of 

the nonprofit organization EcoOcean  
for seven years. EcoOcean runs the 
Mediterranean Explorer research 
vessel and Megalim Education Center, 
teaching schoolchildren in Hebrew and 
Arabic about protecting the marine 
and coastal environment. Its programs 
focus on creating marine protected 
areas, combating single-use plastic 
pollution and maintaining sustainable 
beaches. EcoOcean’s national network 
of sea emergency volunteers helped 
clean up a disastrous tar spil l  in 
February. “We provide data proving 
climate change and its consequences. 
We educate the public and try to 
educate the decisionmakers. And we 
lead activities which try to reduce the 
impact of climate change as well as 
try to protect nature’s biodiversity and 
humankind’s ability to protect itself from 
its own follies.”

Professor Daniel Rosenfeld
Professor Daniel Rosenfeld of the 

Hebrew University of Jerusalem is a 
world expert on weather modification 
and climate change. He researches the 
broad climatic impacts of air-pollution 
particles in clouds. Rosenfeld chaired the 
committee on weather modification of the 
American Meteorological Society and co-
chaired the aerosol-cloud-precipitation 
climate international initiative.  A lead 
author (and only Israeli author) of 
the Sixth Assessment Report  of the 
Intergovernmental Panel on Climate 
Change, he says humanity is responsible 
for global warming of 1.09 degrees 
Celsius (1.9 F) since the industrial 
revolution. “Human-made emissions of 
particulate air pollution can offset part 
of the warming induced by emissions 
of greenhouse gases, by enhancing 
low-level clouds that reflect more solar 
radiation back to space. Predicting 
global warming requires a quantitative 
understanding of how cloud cover and 
water content are affected by human-
made aerosols.”

Professor Richard H. Schwartz
Professor Richard H. Schwartz 

is president emeritus of Jewish Veg 
and author of books including “Vegan 
Revolut ion:  Saving Our Wor ld, ” 
“Mathematics and Global Survival” and 
“Who Stole My Religion?” Revitalizing 
Judaism and Applying Jewish Values to 
Help Heal Our Imperiled Planet. “While 
everything possible must be done to avert 
the looming climate catastrophe, the best 
approach is a societal shift to plant-based 
diets. This would significantly reduce 
greenhouse gas emissions — with far 
fewer cows and other farmed animals 
emitting methane — and permit the 
planting of vegetation on the vast areas 
now used for grazing and raising feed 
crops for animals, thereby reducing the 
level of atmospheric carbon dioxide.”

Professor Alon Tal
Professor Alon Tal is a veteran 

environmental activist, member of 
Knesset, and professor of public 
policy at Tel Aviv University. He helped 
establish many organizations such as 
Adam Teva V’din, The Israel Union 
for Environmental Defense, the Arava 
Institute, EcoPeace and This is My 
Earth. “Climate change is no longer a 
remote and vague concern, but a real 
and threatening reality. We are witness 
to extreme rain events and floods, 
frequent fires, droughts, and very hot 
days in Israel. Around the world, many 
have long since observed that we are 
the first generation to feel the warming 
of the earth — and the last that is 
capable of doing something about 
it. We absolutely must be part of the 
international solution. We can yet serve 
as a ‘light unto the nations’ — a light 
that is entirely powered by renewable 
energy.”

20 Israelis leading the way out of  the climate crisis

The University of Haifa’s Dr. Beverly Goodman examines soil layers exposed by the retreat of the Dead Sea. 
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SUNDAY  

DECEMBER 5, 2021

5:00 PM

Chabad  

2320 Hampden Blvd

GLOW IN THE DARK DONUT DECORATING

GLOW IN THE DARK CHANUKAH CRAFTS

YUMMY CHANUKAH TREATS

GLOW IN THE DARK DREIDELS  

GLOW IN THE DARK MENORAH NECKLACE  

CELEBRATE AN OUTDOORB”H

A Glow in the Dark Chanukah Family Celebration

THIS EVENT IS FREE
RSVP to  

office@chabadofberks.org 
 by December 1

Join us in the lighting of the glow in the dark 
menorah.  Everyone will receive a glow in the dark 
candle to participate in the lighting. 

B"HCELEBRATE AN OUTDOOR

 HOSTED BY  CHABAD AND THE JEWISH FEDERATION OF READING 

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 1, 2021 • 5:00 PM
At Chabad 2320 Hampden Blvd

WITH MAGICIAN 

JOSHUA  
JAY

FREE OF CHARGE
RSVP to office@chabadofberks.org  

by November 25th

MENORAH 
LIGHTING

SPECIAL  
KIDS 

PROGRAM

INCREDIBLE 
MAGIC 
SHOW! 

CRAFTS

LATKES & 
MORE

CHOCOLATE 
GELT

Israelis part of  team innovating on cancer therapy
From online news sources

A team of Israeli and U.S. scientists 
have found a way to make cancer 
immunotherapy more accessible by 
using data to analyze what tumors 
the body can “see” relatively easily, 
according to a study published in the 
Journal of Clinical Investigation.

Led by PhD student Dr. Aviyah 
Peri and overseen by Prof. Yardena 
Samuels of the Weizmann Institute of 
Science, the study introduced a new 
method of finding features, known as 
cancer “hot spots,” that are common to 
many tumors and can therefore be used 
to develop effective immunotherapy for 
entire groups of patients.

Cancer hot spots are physical 
structures on the outer membranes 
of cancer cells that can provide the 
immune systems of multiple patients 
with “access” to a tumor. The immune 
system uses T cells to combat other 
cells that the system identifies as 
“foreign,” and the hot spots serve as 
markers that activate the T cells. The 
cancer hot spots contain mutated forms 
of antigens antibody generators— 
known as “neoantigens.” Since most 
neoant igens resu l t  f rom un ique 
mutations characteristic of individual 
tumors, the same therapy cannot 
be applied to other patients when 
a particular neoantigen is used to 
activate a patient’s T cells.

Only a handful of neoantigens— 
those derived from recurrent mutations 
appearing in numerous patients — 
have qualified as hot spots, but these 
have been hard to find and until now 
have been found mostly by luck. 

Samuels, Peri and the rest of the team 
developed a method for systematically 

identifying these cancer hot spots. 
The scientists applied algorithms to 
search through international databases 
containing information on the genomes 
of thousands of cancer patients, 
focusing on melanoma (skin cancer). 
The team’s search produced a number 
of neoantigens that could potentially be 
considered hot spots and subsequently 
subjected these candidate molecules 
to laboratory analysis, in which they 
isolated the mutated parts of the 
neoantigens and investigated their 
interactions with T cells.

Using this approach, the scientists 
identified a hot spot neoantigen that 
appears in some 20% of melanoma 
cases, isolating the T cell receptor 
that can recognize this hot spot 
neoantigen in melanoma tumors. They 
then engineered T cells from healthy 
individuals and incubated them in a test 
tube with tumor samples from patients 
whose tumors displayed this hot spot.

The T cells were activated by the 

neoantigen, killing the tumor cells 
in a highly specific manner— that 
is, only those cells that displayed 
the neoantigen. “We’ve uncovered 
a neoantigen that is expressed in 
thousands of new melanoma cases 
every year, and we’ve shown that it 
can be used in these patients to mark 
tumor cells for immune destruction,” 
Peri said. “Our study suggests that 
our newly developed platform can lead 
to ‘off-the-shelf’ immunotherapies in 
which T cell receptors that recognize 
cancer hot spots can be prepared in 
advance, ready to be applied in groups 
of patients whose tumors have been 
shown to harbor these hot spots,” 
says Samuels. Such treatments would 
be easier and cheaper than tailoring 

personalized T cells to each new 
patient.

Yet another major advantage of 
this approach is that it makes use 
of hot spot neoantigens expressed 
in all tumor cells. This means that 
the hot spot immunotherapy is more 
likely to wipe out the entire tumor, 
rather than only parts of it, as was 
the case with therapies that targeted 
neoantigens present in only some of 
the tumor cells.

“Our novel approach may make 
it  possible to apply personalized 
treatments on a larger scale than 
today,” Samuels said. “It is ready to be 
developed for use in hospitals, and it 
can be applied to a variety of cancers, 
not only melanoma.

A 3D immunofluorescent image of melanoma cells (magenta) infected with bacteria (turquoise); cell nuclei are 
blue. 

Professor Yardena Samuels
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10













Continued from Page 5
silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com
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Contributions as of Nov. 12
Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In memory of:

Mark H. Goldberg – Carol Goldberg

In honor of:
Birth of Beth and Bob Caster’s grandson Everett Shia Caster – Debbie, 

David, Scott, Mark and Abby Goldberg

Harry & Rose Sack Fund (Adult Programming)
In memory of:

Jerry Cherson – Albert and Nancy Sack

JFS Taxi Transportation Program
In memory of:

Josephine Charnoff – Michael and Barbara Charnoff

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  
Jewish Family Service    
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    
JFS Food Bank     
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  
Doris Levin Fund     
PJ Library Fund     
Harry & Rose Sack Fund    
Evelyn Thompson Fund    

From online news sources
Recently, Interior Minister Ayelet 

Shaked and Aliyah and Integration 
Minister Pnina Tamano-Shata agreed 
that  they wi l l  work to  fast - t rack 
the aliyah of 5,000 Ethiopian Jews 
waiting in Addis Ababa in light of the 
worsening situation in the African 
country.

Though a plan is being prepared, 
it is unclear if it is necessary at this 
t ime, as Israel i  securi ty sources 
have said that the current situation in 
Ethiopia amid the ongoing escalation 
with Tigray has not deteriorated to 
the point of requiring an emergency 
evacuation.

Israeli media reported on Monday 
that a crisis was brewing with Tamano-
Shata over the continued delay in 
bringing Ethiopia’s remaining Jews to 
Israel, due to claims that she will not 
remain in the government if action is 
not taken.

However, a classified document 
compiled by the National Security 
Council and leaked to the media 
claimed that it is not clear to what 
extent the remaining Jewish are 
indeed Jewish and to what extent they 
are actually in danger. The document 
added that bringing them to Israel 
without a proper investigation could 
be a demographic mistake and that a 

rescue operation may create tensions 
with Ethiopian authorities.

It was revealed that earlier this 
year Israel  had al ready ai r l i f ted 
dozens of Ethiopians out of the war-
torn country, but later discovered 
that the Interior Ministry had “major 
doubts” about whether the immigrants 
actual ly  had Jewish roots,  even 
though they submit ted aff idavi ts 
saying they did. Moreover, the Interior 
Ministry found that most didn’t come 
from the conflict zone as claimed, and 
their lives weren’t at risk at all.

Recently, the Foreign Ministry  
issued a travel warning to Ethiopia 
due to reports that  rebel  forces 

intended to occupy the capital, and 
on Saturday began evacuating the 
families of Israeli diplomats from the 
country.  The recent escalation in 
Ethiopia is part of a year-long conflict 
between Tigrayan forces and the 
Ethiopian military.

A joint investigation by the UN 
and an Ethiopian human rights team 
concluded that all sides have tortured 
and killed civilians, carried out gang 
rapes, and have arrested people 
solely based on their ethnicity. The war 
between the two sides started over a 
year ago when Tigrayan soldiers in the 
national army seized control of military 
bases across Tigray.

Israel expediting aliyah for 5,000 Ethiopian Jews

Israel21c.org
What was an ancient kingdom 

supposed to look like in order to qualify 
as wealthy and powerful?

An Israeli scholar argues that for too 
long, the answer to this question has been 
suffering from an inherent, sometimes 
even unconscious bias: the need to find 
evidence for palaces, large cities and all 
those elements that in a Western world 
mindset would suggest prosperity and 
influence. “The biblical story is about 
nomads,” Tel Aviv University Prof. Erez 
Ben-Yosef said. “Almost everybody 
agrees that ancient Israel emerged from a 
nomadic society, and the same is true for 
the neighboring kingdoms – the Moabites, 
the Edomites, the Ammonites – which 
were established by coalitions of nomadic 
tribes.

As Ben-Yosef noted in a paper recently 
published in the Jerusalem Journal of 
Archaeology, up until now, the consensus 
among scholars has been that before a 
society became sedentary, it could not be 
considered complex or evolved. For this 
reason, many have dismissed the notion 
that ancient Israel could be as powerful 
as described in the Bible.

However, in order to understand the 
Israel of King David and King Solomon, 
a new approach is required, one that 
leaves behind the need for remains of 
magnificent buildings but is able to ask the 
right questions and put archaeological and 
historical records in the right perspective.

“The problem is that when we think 
about nomads we immediately think about 
modern Bedouin and we find ourselves 
stuck in a certain mental box,” Ben-Yosef 
noted. “It is time to leave this box.”

According to the scholar, the mistake 
is understandable. “Normally, archaeology 

does not offer us the possibility to study 
nomadic societies and their material 
culture, so we based our conclusion off 
assumptions,” he said.

Tents in fact do not leave remains 
around for millennia.

“At the same time, archaeologists 
have wanted to be important players in 
the discussion about the historicity of the 
Bible and have claimed that they could 
see more than they could,” Ben-Yosef 
argued. “However, now we have very 
strong evidence that this approach was 
wrong and that what we thought about 
nomads in the ancient Land of Israel was 
wrong.”

For the past eight years, the 
archaeologist has been excavating at 
Timna, where he is director of excavation.

Located in the Arava in southern Israel, 
the site was traditionally associated with 
King Solomon and his kingdom dating 
back some 3,000 years — until some 
archaeological remains uncovered at 
the end of the 1960s suggested that its 
ancient copper mines were operated by 
the Egyptian Empire two centuries earlier.

However, in recent years, radio-carbon 
dating of organic material found at Timna 
proved that the most intense activity of 
the site happened around 1000 BCE, the 
time of David and Solomon.

According to Ben-Yosef, the site was 
part of the nomadic Edomite Kingdom, but 
might have been under nomadic Israel’s 
control as the Bible suggests. Crucially, 
Timna presents ample evidence that 
societies did not need to be sedentary or 
to leave grand palaces behind to be rich 
and influential.

“In the past there was a consensus 
that only an empire could be responsible 
for such a huge operation, which required 

thousands of workers, but at the time 
when the mines were active, there was no 
empire in the region, but only these tribes 
and coalition of tribes which worked as 
kingdoms, without building cities,” he said.

Only the fact that this specific nomadic 
polity engaged in copper production 
allowed the evidence of its complexity 
to survive: The mining activity left tons 
of copper slag in the site, and since its 
occupation lasted a long time, other finds 
were also unearthed, including pottery 
and organic remains that were preserved 
thanks to the dry climate.

The remains include refined foods 
such as almonds and fish and even 
fabrics dyed with the purple argaman, the 
most expensive pigment of the time and 
a status symbol of the elites in ancient 
societies in southern Levant.

So what did the contemporary 
kingdoms of David and Solomon look like? 
According to Ben-Yosef, a significant part 
of the population was still tent-dwelling.

“As it was common at the time, it was 
a mixed society with some people living 
in tents and others in buildings,” he said. 
“As the biblical author tells us, with time, 
more people settled but many continued 
to live in tents all the way to the destruction 
of the First Temple.

“In addition, at the time, also ruling over 
or controlling another population did not 
depend upon fortresses built to supervise 
them, could be based on tax collection or 
agreements, as it is also described in the 
Bible, for example, regarding the relation 
between Israel and Edom. “The biblical 
text is complex and it does contain some 
biases and exaggerations, but I believe 
it contains much more truth than many 
assume,” Ben-Yosef said.” We cannot 
use archaeology in the way it has been 
used until today to study the historicity of 
the Bible, we need to acknowledge the 
reality,” he concluded. “We cannot just 
continue to look for walls, our rules need 
to change.”

Slaves’ Hill in the center of the Timna Valley

What did King David look like? Answer isn’t so simple


