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By Amanda J. Hornberger

One of the challenges of selecting 
authors from the Jewish Book Council 
is the sheer quantity of authors, many 
of whom are amazing! When discussing 
potential authors with the rest of the staff, 
one name leaped off the page for our 
Shlicha, Adi: Eshkol Nevo, her favorite 
Israeli author. We are excited to host Nevo 
on Thursday, Nov. 19 at 4 p.m. as part of 
Literatour Berks!

Nevo was born in Jerusalem and 
spent  h is  ch i ldhood in  Is rae l  and 
Detroit .  He is one of Israel ’s most 
critically and commercially acclaimed 
writers and co-runs the biggest creative 
writing school in that country. All of his 
books have been bestsellers in Israel, 
and his work has been translated into a 
dozen languages. His novels have sold 
over a million copies globally and won 
or been nominated for several literary 
prizes.

Nevo’s novel “The Last Interview” was 
originally published in 2018 and spent 30 
weeks at the top of the Israeli bestseller 
lists. It’s been translated into English, and 
we look forward to our conversation with 
this Israeli author.

“The Last Interview” description:
“A writer tries to answer a set of 

interview questions sent to him by 
a website editor. At first, they stick 
to the standard fare: Did you always 
know you would be a wri ter? How 
autobiographical are your books? Have 
you written any stories you would never 
publish?

U s u a l l y  h i s  a n s w e r s  i n  t h e s e 
situations are measured, calculated, 
caut ious.  But  th is  t ime,  when h is 

heart is about to break and his life is 
about to crumble, he finds he cannot 
tell anything but the truth. The naked, 
funny, sad, scandalous,  pol i t ical ly 
incorrect truth.

Every question the writer tackles opens 
a door to a hidden room of his life. And 
each of his answers reveals that at the 
heart of every truth, there is a lie — and 

vice versa.
Surprising, bold, intimate, and utterly 

engrossing, “The Last Interview” shows 
just how tenuous the lines are between 
work and life, love and hate, fact and 
fiction.

And in exploring the many, often 
contradictory facets of an Israeli author’s 
identity, Eshkol Nevo also gives us a 
nuanced, thought-provoking portrait of a 
country at odds with itself. “

You can register by visiting our website: 
https://readingjewishcommunity.org/
home/literatour Signed copies of the book 
will be available for purchase through 
the Literatour Berks official book vendor, 
Reads & Company of Phoenixville. 

Thank you to the sponsors and patrons 
of Literatour Berks for making this event 
possible.

One of Israel’s most successful writers 
coming to Literatour Berks

Find Your Voice: Interfaith Mitzvah Day

For More Information - 610-921-0624 

To Register - ReadingJewishCommunity.org/home/literatour 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Monday, September 9, 2019 at 7 p.m. JCC and Exeter Community Library 
Literatour Berks Preview Night 

 
Come learn more about the 18 authors visiting Berks this year!  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Monday, October 7, 2019 at 7 p.m. Exeter Community Library 
E.R. Ramzipoor  

The Ventriloquists 

Presented in partnership with the LGBT Center of Greater Reading. 
 

 
 

Wednesday, October 16, 2019 at 7 p.m. Location Provided Upon Registration 
Angela Himsel  

A River be a Tree 

A program of Women’s Philanthropy of Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks. 
 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Wednesday, November 20, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. Wachovia Theatre, Albright College 

Thomas Wolf  
The Nightingale’s Sonata:  

The Musical Odyssey of Lea Luboshutz 
40th Annual Leo Camp Memorial Lecture 

 
Program includes Curtis Institute musicians performing César Franck’s “Sonata for Violin and Piano”. 

Presented in partnership with the Camp family and Albright College. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Monday, December 2, 2019 at 7 p.m. Exeter Community Library 

Tiffany Shlain  
24/6: The Power of Unplugging One Day a Week 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 at 7 p.m. Location Provided Upon Registration 
Dawn Raffel  

The Strange Case of Dr. Couney: 
 How a Mysterious European Showman Saved Thousands of American Babies 

A program of Maimonides Society of Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks. 

Sunday, December 15, 2019 at 4 p.m. Exeter Community Library 
Joni Klein-Higger and Barbara Sharf  

Barnyard Bubbe’s Hanukkah 

Presented by PJ Library of Reading with support from the Sue B. Viener Memorial Fund of 
Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks. 

 

               _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

By Amanda J. Hornberger
As I write this our first Find Your 

Voice author program is just 10 days 
away. I ’m anxious and excited and 
hope that our new tween group has 
an amazing experience with author 
Jasmine Warga.

Much to our delight, our new Find Your 
Voice program reached max capacity 
weeks before our first author event. 
There are 24 tweens invested in this new 
program, and we look forward to learning 
and growing together over the next nine 
months. 

The goal of Find Your Voice is to teach 
participants (ages 8.5-11) about themselves 
and how to express themselves, build self-
esteem, and be the change.

Find Your Voice will meet five times over 
the course of the school year with a mix of 
authors (some Jewish and some not) of 

books that will tackle topics such as social 
action, being Jewish and young adult life in 
America in 2020, all while creating action 
through service and learning.

In November our group will hold its first 
community service (or social action) project 
at our Interfaith Mitzvah Day. Even if you 
are not a member of Find Your Voice but 
are school aged (6-12) you can join the fun!

There are two options: in-person at the 
JCC and at home.

Both groups will be making no-sew 
fleece hats for babies and youth at Mary’s 
Shelter and New Journey Community 
Outreach.

Both groups serve at risk families who 
are in need of shelter or experiencing 
homelessness. Often these organizations 
receive many hat donations (knitted or 
bought) throughout the year but this year, 
they have none scheduled! So, our group 

will be filling a real need and our goal is to 
create 100 hats!

If you are able to join us in person we 
will be following social distancing measures 
and wearing masks.

Space is limited and RSVP is required 
so we can prepare the spaces safely. If you 
want to make hats at home, please also 
RSVP so that we can prepare the fabric and 
instructions for you to make on your own.

The group in person will also be working 
on cards and surprises for our seniors for 
Jewish Family Service.

The Interfaith Mitzvah Day will be a great 
way for our youth to learn about Jewish 
values of Tikkun Olam and Kevod Habirot 
(human dignity). 

Registration for in-person or at-home 
kits is required to Amanda at amandah@
jfreading.org or call 610-921-0624 by 
Nov. 12.

Eshkol Nevo



SHALOM November 2020Page 2

By Richard Nassau
This month our program highlight focuses 

on the many ways Federation keeps our 
community informed and connected.

Community communications is often 
overlooked. During the pandemic it has taken 
on greater urgency as a way of keeping us up 
to date and connected as a community. In your 
hands is one example: Shalom — The Journal 
of the Reading Jewish Community published 
by the Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks.

Next month December 2020, Shalom will 
complete its 49th year of publication. Quite an 
accomplishment, especially at a time when 
many Jewish community newspapers are 
being discontinued or downsized. Shalom 
began in December 1971 as a bimonthly 
publication. From the very beginning its place 
in the community was recognized. The very 
first publication stated it was the to be the 
“Journal of the Reading Jewish Community 
Council.” Today Shalom is published 11 
months each year and is now a program of the 
Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks.

Every member of our community is 
eligible to receive the paper. There is no 

subscription cost and there never was,. 
Shalom is supported in great part through 
contributions to Federation’s community 
campaign. Its importance and place in our 
community cannot be understated. Families 
that no longer live in Berks County ask for it to 
be sent to them. It is a way to keep in touch. 
As Shalom enters its 50th year, it  remains a 
vital part of our community, delivering news to 
nearly 1,000 households.

Another example of how Federation keeps 
us connected are its weekly emails. Every 
Monday for the past six years 600 households 
have been receiving Federation’s weekly email. 
Each one contains timely information about 
programs, events and activities for our entire 
Jewish community. This includes programs 
offered by Federation and our area synagogues, 
along with other nearby programs or events.

As we move more and more into a virtually 
connected world, these weekly emails have 
expanded to provide links to programs of 
interest beyond Berks County that now can be 
easily accessed through the internet. Special 
emails are sent when necessary. These allow 
us to quickly inform our community about 

emergent or extraordinary local or world 
events.

Federation’s social media presence has 
also expanded. We have special interest 
groups, like PJ Library parents, that share 
information, discuss issues of interest and 
meet virtually. This area continues to grow. 
We encourage you to visit and follow our 
Facebook page, check us out on Instagram 
and take time to subscribe and look at the 
many videos on our YouTube channel.

We also communicate with individuals 
through Jewish Family Service programs. 
Volunteers and staff check-in on our seniors 
through phone calls. Our presence and 
involvement with the Berks County community 
is another way we communicate. We act as 
advocates, adding our voice to groups like the 
Greater Reading Unity Council. We respond 
to anti-Semitic events. We work to promote 
acceptance and understanding. We stand up 
for members of our Jewish community.

We are a diverse community. Federation 
communications provide a way for all of us 
to stay connected and work together as one 
Jewish community.

By Richard Nassau
Development Director

I casually asked one of 
our community volunteers, 
why us, why Federation? 
Was there something 
about Federation and 
what we do in the Jewish 
community that spoke to 
them? Their response, 
“We are responsible for 
one another.”

That response reminded me of an 
article I kept that appeared in 2018 on the 
website EJewishPhilanthropy.com. If you 
are unfamiliar with the site, it began in 2007 
as a place to provide resources and discuss 
issues facing Jewish philanthropy. The article, 
“All Jews are Responsible for One Another,” 
was written by Stephen Seiden and Gary 
Jacobs in response to a decision by Jewish 
Federations of North America to dissolve the 
National Funding Alliance.

I will forgo that history but do want to 
quote one paragraph of the article. Jacobs 
and Seiden write,

A pillar of that architecture in the United 
States and Canada has been the network of 
Jewish federations whose annual campaigns 
have been largely responsible for the evolution 
of our communities and have provided the 
means for us to be there for one another 
across the street and around the world. For 
more than a century, that support has enabled 
North American Jewry to provide desperately 
needed relief to Jews and their communities 
in need, sometimes under the most dire of 
circumstances. The 146 Federations, along 
with the 300 smaller community network 
Federations have always embraced, “We are 
all responsible for one another.”

With less than 60 days to the end of 
our 2020 community campaign, please 
consider that responsibility. If you have not 
yet made a gift, please consider making 
one now. You can do so at ReadingJewish 

Community.org.
In 2020, the entire amount of all new 

campaign gifts, along with any increased 
amount if you made a previous campaign 
gift, will be matched dollar-for-dollar. This is 
extraordinary and made possible by generous 
donors who established a matching gift pool 
for 2020 only. The match ends on Dec. 31.

If you’ve already donated, thank you. 
Consider increasing your gift and having 
it matched dollar-for-dollar. If you’ve never 
donated, please do so now. Your entire gift 
will be matched.

You will:
Feed and provide services for our elderly 

and infirm;
Inspire and educate a new generation of Jews;
Secure and protect our community;
Stand up against hatred and advocate for 

our Jewish community.
If you have questions or wish to discuss 

your gift, contact me at RichardN@JFReading.
org or call 610-921-0624.

We are responsible for one another
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Annual Campaign

Women’s Philanthropy

Maimonides Society

Your Jewish Legacy

Chai Circle

L’Chaim Society

Book of Life

Letter of Intent

DONATE NOW
TO OUR
 JEWISH 

COMMUNITY 
CAMPAIGN

Please visit 
ReadingJewishCommunity.

org

Make your gift 
today!

Program Highlight:
Shalom and community communication

By Richard Nassau
Make sure to consult a tax advisor to 

determine how the following applies to you.
After age 70½ there are many advantages 

to using your IRA Required Minimum 
Distribution as a Qualified Charitable 
Distribution. It allows you to support your 
favorite charities without adding to your 
taxable income. If you are over 70½, you can 
lower your taxes by transferring all or part of 
the Required Minimum Distribution (RMD) 
from your IRA directly to qualified charities 
like the Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks. 

The IRS adopted rules for IRA Qualified 
Charitable Distributions (QCD) to encourage 
charitable giving. The amount is up to you. When 
done properly this amount can be excluded 
(within limits) from your adjusted gross income. 

Rules for Qualified Charitable 
Distributions (QCD)

You must be at least 70½ years old at 
the time you request a QCD. If not, the 
distribution will be considered taxable 
income. Generally, distributions must be 
completed by Dec. 31 each year.

Funds must be transferred directly from 
your IRA custodian to the qualified charity. 
You should request your IRA custodian issue 
a check from your IRA payable to the charity. 
If a distribution check is made payable to you, 
the distribution would NOT qualify as a QCD 
and would be treated as taxable income.

You can make QCDs to any number of 

charities in a calendar year. However, the 
maximum total amount for all QCDs in a 
calendar year is $100,000. If you file jointly, 
you and your spouse can both make QCDs 
up to $100,000 from your own IRAs.

QCD eligible IRA accounts are — 
Traditional and Inherited, along with inactive 
SEP and inactive SIMPLE plans.

QCDs may not  be made to donor advised 
funds, even if it is with a public charity, or to 
private or supporting foundations. 

You may not receive any benefits in 
return for your QCD. 

Any IRA contributions you make after 
70½ cannot be used as a QCD.

If you turn 70½ this year, you can still 
make a QCD, but it will not count toward 
your required minimum distribution.  

Ask your IRA administrator about the 
process for making a Qualified Charitable 
Distribution as procedures vary. IRA 

administrators are busy at the end of the 
year, so start the process at least 30 days 
before year-end. Remember, if the IRA 
distribution is made payable to you, even 
if intended for use as a charitable donation, 
it is not considered a tax-free distribution. 
You would need to include any amount you 
receive in your adjusted gross income. 

Make sure to contact Federation and other 
charities about this charitable transfer from 
your IRA. This alerts Federation to expect the 
gift and ensures it is properly acknowledged 
to comply with IRS guidelines for QCDs. 

For more information, email RichardN@
JFReading.org or call me at 610-921-0624.

This material is for informational 
purposes only. It is not intended to provide 
or be relied upon for, tax, legal or accounting 
advice. You should always consult your own 
financial advisor to determine if a qualified 
charitable distribution is right for you.

Year-end tax planning using your IRA
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By Orde Kittrie
No  dea l  i s  pe r f ec t ,  bu t  any 

i m p r o v e m e n t  s h o u l d  n o t  b e 
downp layed when i t  makes  the 
volatile Middle East more peaceful 
and win-win. 

Criticism of Israel’s treaty with 
the United Arab Emirates (UAE) has 
been relentless.

The New York  T imes ’  Roger 
Cohen ca l l s  i t  “Trump’s  Midd le 
Eastern Mirage” and “something 
rotten.”

A Washington Post op-ed calls it 
“a big step — in the wrong direction.” 
Reporting by Bloomberg describes 
the deal as “thin.”

M i d d l e  E a s t  a n a l y s t  D a n i e l 
Levy writes that the agreement is 
merely the codification of an existing 
reality that does “nothing by way of 
advancing peace in any arena.”

They are wrong.
The “Treaty of Peace, Diplomatic 

Relations and Full  Normalization 
Between the United Arab Emirates 
and the State of Israel” is a robust, 
legal ly binding peace treaty that 
represents a strategic pivot by the 
UAE.

The UAE-Israel  Peace Treaty 
commi ts  the two count r ies  to  a 
relationship far warmer — and with 
far more intensive cooperation in 
economic, scientific, and social fields 
— than the cold peace Israel has 
with Egypt and Jordan (outside the 
security field).

The UAE’s pivot wi l l  faci l i tate 
peace  be tween  I s rae l  and  t he 
Palestinians by showing that Arab 
governments  and  the i r  c i t i zens 
benef i t  more by par tner ing wi th 
Israel than by seeking to isolate or 
dismantle it.

In addition, by demonstrating lost 
Arab League support for maximalist 
positions, the treaty will hopefully 
encou rage  t he  Pa les t i n i ans  t o 
adjust their demands and accept a 
compromise two-state solution such 
as those which they rejected in the 
Olmert Plan of 2008 and the Clinton 
Plan of 2000.

In the treaty, the UAE departs in 
several ways from its past adherence 
to Arab League positions regarding 
Israel.

Until Aug. 29, the UAE formally 
participated in the Arab League’s 
efforts to strangle Israel economically 
( t h rough  p r ima ry  boyco t t s ) ,  o f 
Amer i can  and  o the r  f i rms  tha t 
do business wi th Israel  through 
(secondary boycotts), and of U.S. 

and other firms that do business with 
Israel (tertiary boycotts).

The UAE was included as recently 
as July on the U.S. Treasury’s list of 
countries requiring cooperation with 
an international boycott.

 Though the UAE announced in 
1996 that it would enforce only the 
pr imary boycot t ,  Amer ican f i rms 
had as of August 2020 reportedly 
“continued to receive … secondary 
and tertiary boycott requests from 
the UAE.”

 In contrast, the visionary UAE-
Israel Peace Treaty commits the two 
countries “to chart together a new 
path to unlock the vast potential of 
their countries and of the region.”

It declares their “shared belief 
that the establishment of peace and 
full normalization between them can 
help transform the Middle East by 
spurring economic growth, enhancing 
technological innovation and forging 
closer people-to-people relations.”

In negotiating terminology, the 
t reaty seeks to expand the p ie, 
transforming Arab-Israeli relations 
from the current zero-sum conflict 
into win-win cooperation to achieve 
mu tua l l y  bene f i c i a l  peace  and 
prosperity.

The Bahrain-Israel declaration 
signed the same day declares a 
similar vision but is not a treaty and 
is far briefer, presumably because 
the Bahraini breakthrough occurred 
just before the ceremony.

A more detailed agreement will 
presumably follow.

The UAE-Israel  Peace Treaty 
seeks  to  imp lement  i t s  soar ing 
rhetoric with a remarkable l ist of 
f ields in which the two countries 
“shall conclude bilateral agreements 
… at the earliest practicable date.”

T h e s e  i n c l u d e  a g r i c u l t u r e , 
aviation, culture, education, energy, 
environment, finance, healthcare, 
innovation, investment, “peaceful 
uses of outer-space,” “research and 
academic institutions” cooperation, 
science, sport, telecommunications, 
tourism, trade, and water.

The UAE and Israel also commit, 
including in the treaty’s title, to “full 
normalization” of relations between 
them.

“Normalization” has a specif ic 
meaning in the Middle East.

D r i v e n  b y  P a l e s t i n i a n s  a n d 
their supporters, many Arab states 
maintain “anti-normalization” laws 
and policies that harshly punish any 
citizens and residents who engage 

in people-to-people relations with 
Israelis.

T h e  p u n i s h m e n t s  i n c l u d e 
impr isonment  and revocat ion of 
citizenship. These anti-normalization 
efforts remain so problematic that 
they are the subject of a bill introduced 
in August 2020 by Senators Cory 
Booker (D-NJ) and Rob Portman 
(R-OH).

I n  sha rp  con t ras t  w i t h  an t i -
normalization efforts, the UAE and 
Israe l  agreed to  “ forg ing c loser 
people- to-people  re la t ions”  and 
“ c u l t i v a t i n g  p e o p l e - t o - p e o p l e 
programs … and cultural, academic, 
youth, scientific and other exchanges 
between their peoples.”

The treaty also diverges from 
the traditional litany of Arab League 
prerequisites for even a cold peace 
with Israel.

I t  does not  include an Israel i 
c o m m i t m e n t  t o  r e f r a i n  f r o m 
annexation, despite press reports 
that such a commitment was central 
to the deal.

Also, in a stark departure from 
the Arab Peace Initiative (API) which 
since 2002 has represented the Arab 
League’s minimum requirement for 
peace with Israel, the agreement 
makes no mention of the API, of 
Israeli withdrawal from territories 
occupied in 1967, of a Palestinian 
state, or of Palestinian refugees (let 
alone any “right of return”).

Nor does the treaty mention UN 

Security Council  Resolution 242, 
which was referenced in the API, 
the Israel-Egypt and Israel-Jordan 
peace treaties, and ri tual ist ical ly 
elsewhere for decades as the agreed 
international formula for resolving the 
Arab-Israeli conflict: Israel is to trade 
occupied territory for Arab peace 
commitments. Instead, the agreement 
offers a more flexible formula for 
peace, “a negotiated solution to the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict that meets 
the legitimate needs and aspirations 
of both peoples.” 

T h e  U A E ’ s  c o m m i t m e n t  t o 
sweeping government to government 
cooperation with Israel, close people-
to-people relat ions with Israel is, 
and other stark departures from 
the zero-sum Palestinian agenda 
represent a remarkable strategic 
pivot.  The UAE’s pivot,  and that 
of Bahrain, will hopefully spark a 
long-overdue peaceful revolut ion 
in relations between Israel and the 
rest of the Arab world, including the 
Palestinians. The entire region would 
benefi t  from fol lowing the UAE’s 
lead and transforming Arab-Israeli 
relations from unproductive conflict 
to fruitful cooperation. 

Orde  K i t t r i e  i s  sen io r  fe l l ow 
at the Foundation for Defense of 
Democrac ies and law professor 
a t  Ar izona Sta te  Univers i ty.  He 
previously served for 10 years as 
a U.S. State Department attorney. 
Follow him on Twitter @OrdeFK
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UAE-Israel treaty a far larger step toward peace than critics allege

By William D. Franklin
President

On Monday, Nov. 9,  
we commemorate the 
72nd remembrance 
o f  K r i s t a l l n a c h t , 
the night of broken 
glass.  Jewish homes, 
hospitals and schools 
were ransacked as 
attackers demolished 
buildings with sledgehammers. Rioters 
destroyed 267 synagogues throughout 
Germany, Austria and the Sudetenland. 
Over 7,000 Jewish businesses were 
damaged or destroyed, and 30,000 
Jewish men were ar rested and 
incarcerated in concentration camps.

British historian Martin Gilbert wrote 
that no event in the history of German 
Jews between 1933 and 1945 was so 

widely reported as it was happening, 
and the accounts from foreign journalists 
working in Germany sent shockwaves 
around the world. Kristallnacht sparked 
international outrage, yet no one came 
to the rescue and prevented the carnage 
that followed: the Holocaust and the 
Nazis campaign of terror in Germany and 
throughout Europe.

In the 1920s, most German Jews 
were fully integrated into their country’s 
society as German citizens. They served 
in the national army and navy and 
contributed to every field of German 
business, science and culture. Today in 
the United States, we Jews have found a 
degree of social acceptance unparalleled 
in our long history. But unfortunately, we 
once again live in a world where racism, 
hatred, and terrorism exist. Anti-Semitism 
is exploding all over the world. The State 

of Israel is rapidly being considered an 
illegitimate entity with its very existence  
increasingly threatened. Simply put, our 
successful state has turned into a pirate 
ship; it is fine for other states to plan its 
destruction, and they will even remain 
members of the UN in the process. It 
is now fashionable in academia to talk 
about the day after the destruction of the 
State of Israel.

So why is it important to commemorate 
Kristallnacht?  George Santayana stated, 
“ Those who cannot learn from history 
are doomed to repeat it.” We as a Jewish 
community must continue to fight against 
all prejudice and hatred in our community 
and around the world. Like a family, we 
don’t always agree with each other and 
will often argue and criticize each other. 
But when someone in the world unfairly 
criticizes us or a fellow member of 

society, we must be quick to join together 
in opposition to that unfair criticism. 

Almost all of us feel a sense of 
connectedness to each other that 
many find hard to explain, define, or 
even understand. Traditionally, this 
interconnectedness was understood as 
“nationhood” or “peoplehood.”

 Predicting the future of Judaism is 
not an easy or enviable task, but there is 
reason to hope that the world will continue 
to draw upon the religious and cultural 
traditions of Judaism, both past and 
present. Israel is the very embodiment of 
Jewish origins, the promised land of the 
Bible, and the birthplace of the Jewish 
people. These are powerful symbols, 
which will long continue to inform the 
loyalties and commitments of Jews in 
America and around the world. The 
Jewish People are a family.

From the President’s Desk

Lessons from Kristallnacht quite relevant today
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By Amanda J. Hornberger
I n  t h e  c h a o s  a f t e r  Wo r l d  Wa r 

II thousands of Europeans applied to 
immigrate to the United States. Many were 
Holocaust survivors, and some were Nazis 
perpetrators.

In “Citizen 865: The Hunt for Hitler’s 
Hidden Soldiers in America,” investigative 
journalist Debbie Cenziper traces the 
journey of Nazis who worked at a SS 
training center in Trawniki, Poland during 
the war and then found their way to our 
country.

Join us for this fascinating discussion on 
Monday, Nov. 2 at 7 p.m. on Zoom in our next 
Literatour Berks session.

In 1990, in a basement archive in 
Prague, two American historians made 
a startling discovery: a Nazi roster from 
1945 that no Western investigator had 
ever seen.

The long-forgotten document helped 
unravel the details behind the most lethal 
killing operation in World War II. In the 
Polish village of Trawniki, the SS set up a 
school for mass murder and then recruited 
an army of foot soldiers, 5,000 men strong, 
to help annihilate the Jewish population of 
occupied Poland.

After the war, some of these men 
vanished, making their way to the United 
States and blending into communities 
across America, their terrible secrets 
intact. 

In a story spanning seven decades, 

“Citizen 865” chronicles the harrowing 
wartime journeys of two Jewish orphans 
who outran the men of Trawniki and 
sett led in the United States, only to 
learn that some of their onetime captors 
followed.

A tenacious team of Nazi hunters 
pursued these men, and up against the 
force of time and political opposition, battled 
to the present day to remove them from 
U.S. soil.

Debbie Cenziper is an investigative 
journalist, professor, and author based in 
Washington, D.C.

A contributing reporter for the investigative 
team at The Washington Post, she has won 
many major awards in print journalism, 
including the 2007 Pulitzer Prize.

Cenziper is the co-author of the critically 
acclaimed “Love Wins: The Lovers and 
Lawyers Who Fought the Landmark Case 
for Marriage Equality.”

She was recently named the director of 
investigative journalism at the Northwestern 
University Medill School of Journalism in 

Evanston, Ill.
You can register for the lecture by visiting 

our website: https://readingjewishcommunity.
org/home/literatour.

Signed copies of the book will be available 
for purchase through the Literatour Berks 
official book vendor, Reads & Company of 
Phoenixville. 

Thank you to the sponsors and patrons 
of Literatour Berks for making this event 
possible. 

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Each year our community comes 

together for an interfaith commemoration 
and remembrance of Kristallnacht, the night 
of broken glass, Nov. 9-10, 1938.

Kristallnacht is seen by many historians 
as the start of the Holocaust and the 
Nazis campaign of terror in Germany and 

throughout Europe.
This year we will be gathering virtually 

to mark this occasion in partnership with 
Christ Episcopal Church in Reading, 
the congregation that typically hosts the 
event.

Please join us on this special and 
memorable evening on Monday, Nov. 9 at 7 

p.m. on Zoom.
We encourage you to light a candle or 

a lamp in the window as part of creating a 
circle of light in the darkness, similar to our 
candlelight vigil we typically hold.

To register or for more information, please 
contact Amanda at amandah@jfreading.org 
or call 610-921-0624.

Kristallnacht commemoration set for Nov. 9

For More Information - 610-921-0624 

To Register - ReadingJewishCommunity.org/home/literatour 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Monday, September 9, 2019 at 7 p.m. JCC and Exeter Community Library 
Literatour Berks Preview Night 

 
Come learn more about the 18 authors visiting Berks this year!  

 

_____________________________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Monday, October 7, 2019 at 7 p.m. Exeter Community Library 
E.R. Ramzipoor  

The Ventriloquists 

Presented in partnership with the LGBT Center of Greater Reading. 
 

 
 

Wednesday, October 16, 2019 at 7 p.m. Location Provided Upon Registration 
Angela Himsel  

A River be a Tree 

A program of Women’s Philanthropy of Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks. 
 

 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Wednesday, November 20, 2019 at 7:30 p.m. Wachovia Theatre, Albright College 

Thomas Wolf  
The Nightingale’s Sonata:  

The Musical Odyssey of Lea Luboshutz 
40th Annual Leo Camp Memorial Lecture 

 
Program includes Curtis Institute musicians performing César Franck’s “Sonata for Violin and Piano”. 

Presented in partnership with the Camp family and Albright College. 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Monday, December 2, 2019 at 7 p.m. Exeter Community Library 

Tiffany Shlain  
24/6: The Power of Unplugging One Day a Week 

 

 
 
 
 
 

Wednesday, December 11, 2019 at 7 p.m. Location Provided Upon Registration 
Dawn Raffel  

The Strange Case of Dr. Couney: 
 How a Mysterious European Showman Saved Thousands of American Babies 

A program of Maimonides Society of Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks. 

Sunday, December 15, 2019 at 4 p.m. Exeter Community Library 
Joni Klein-Higger and Barbara Sharf  

Barnyard Bubbe’s Hanukkah 

Presented by PJ Library of Reading with support from the Sue B. Viener Memorial Fund of 
Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks. 

 

               _______________________________________________________________________ 
 

Lecturer to discuss Nazi criminals hidden in U.S.
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92nd St. Y Programs

Game Nights

Community Shabbat

Reading Jewish Film Series

Great Decisions

Interfaith Mitzvah Day

Yom Ha’atzmaut

PJ Library

PJ Our Way

Leo Camp Lecture

Tech Tuesday

Yom Hazikaron

Art Exhibits

Yom Hashoah

Annual Meeting and Picnic

Purim Carnival

Richard J. Yashek

Memorial Lecture   

Kristallnacht Remembrance

Youth Events

Purim Masquerade Party

Bridge

Chevra

Mahjong

Trips to NYC/Philadelphia

Lakin Holocaust Library

& Resource Center   

Shabbat B’yachad

Community Calendar

Debbie Cenziper
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By Amanda J. Hornberger
This month we have two special 

events for youth that will get us out of 
the house!

First we will meet on Nov. 8 for an 

interactive treasure hunt! At the end we 
will make pita and tea on a firepit!

This way of making pita is very 
popular in Israel, and especially with 
Adi’s family. They would go out to one 

of the forests near Modiin, taking the 
Tabon (the special over you make 
the pita on), light a fire and make pita 
from a yummy dough that Adi’s mom 
makes.

Next to that, we will light a smaller fire 
and there we will make tea/coffee.

The second event this month is 
a private group visit at the brand 
new Reading Science Center on 
Nov. 30! 

We have this great opportunity 
to have our own tour in downtown 
Reading’s new science center, and see 
all the amazing and cool things that 
science can offer.

You will have the chance to walk 
around the center, see some amazing 
things, ask questions and see your 
friends!

RSVP required to both events. See 
flyers below for specifics.

By Amanda J. Hornberger
The film adaption of “When Hitler Stole 

Pink Rabbit,” directed by Oscar-winning 
filmmaker Caroline Link, is based on Judith 
Kerr’s semiautobiographical bestselling 
children’s novel. Our community is invited 
to enjoy this historical drama Nov. 20-22 
as the second virtual screening in our 
2021 Reading Jewish Film Series. 

In this gentle, beautifully rendered 
historical family drama, a German-Jewish 
girl takes her first steps into adulthood, 
as world events intrude on her happy, 
carefree existence. Nine-year-old Anna 
is too busy with schoolwork and friends 
to notice Hitler ’s face glaring from 
posters plastered all over 1933 Berlin. 
But when her father suddenly vanishes, 
and the family is secretly hurried out of 
Germany, Anna begins to understand 
life will never be the same. What follows 
is a courageous adventure full of fear 

and uncertainty, as Anna and her family 
navigate unfamiliar lands, and cope with 
the challenges of being refugees.

The 2021 Reading Jewish Film Series 
is co-sponsored by the Rubin Educational 
Fund of the Jewish Federation of Reading/
Berks and Fox Theatres. To allow more 
of our community to enjoy the films the 
Reading Jewish Film Series will begin 
virtually. Our hope is to finish the series 
in person back at Fox Theatres. 

“When Hitler Stole Pink Rabbit” will 
be screened virtually Nov. 20-22. For 
$5 community members will be given 
48-hour access to a secure link to view 
the film from the comfort of their own 
home. Tickets can be purchased at 
ReadingJewishCommunity.org 

The list of other upcoming films:
“Shared Legacies” — In this American 

documentary, the crucial historical lessons 
of Black-Jewish cooperation are revisited 

and revived in this utterly fascinating, 
urgent call to action.

“Thou Shalt Not Hate” — Italian 
drama that focuses on the issues 
surrounding modern day antisemitism. 
The son of a Holocaust survivor who 
lives in Trieste as a surgeon begins to 
doubt his actions of refusing to help 
a victim of a traffic accident that he 
encountered on his way home from 
work.

“Rabbi Goes West” — This American 
documentary follows one Chabad rabbi, 
34-year-old Chaim Bruk, who moved 
from Brooklyn to unlikely Bozeman, 
Montana, to bring his brand of Judaism 
to the American West.

Specific dates and viewing information 
will be released one month prior to each 
film. For questions or more information 
please email Amanda at amandah@
jfreading.org 

Film based on best-seller next in Jewish film series

A display at the Reading Science Center.
Photo courtesy of Reading Eagle.

November �  -Cheshvan-Kislev 

Shabbat Candle Lightings 
	  

Torah Portions	  

 
November 6 
4:37 p.m. 
 
November 13 
4:30 p.m. 
 
November 20 
4:25 p.m. 
 
November 27                                                                                                                        

 
November 7/20 Cheshvan 
Vayera (Genesis 18:1-22:24) 
 
November 14/27 Cheshvan 
Chayei Sarah (Genesis 23:1-25:18) 
 
November 21/5 Kislev 
Toldot (Genesis 25:19-28:9) 
 
November 28/12 Kislev 

4:21 p.m. 
 

Vayetze (Genesis 28:10-32:2) 
 

  
  

 
  
  
	  

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 30

10 A.M. - 12 P.M.

645 PENN ST, READING, PA 19601

AGES 6-12

$5 PER ATTENDEE

SPACE LIMITED, RSVP REQUIRED

RSVP required by November 24th to
info@jfreading.org or 610-921-0624

Two special events for youth on tap in November
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Tammy & Jeff Mitgang, recent 
transplants to New Jersey, are thrilled to 
announce the engagement of their son, 
Andrew Mitgang to Laura Hennessy. 
The couple reside in Philadelphia. 
Laura is the daughter of Brian & Bobbie 
Hennessy, Denville, N.J.

***
Mazel tov to Karen and Myron 

Kabakoff on the marriage of their 
daughter Sarena to Max Gable of New 
Rochelle, NY on Oct. 10.

We love good news about members 
of our community! Please share it by 
emailing Marknem@aol.com or calling 
the JCC office at 610-921-0624.

Until next time: Shalom!
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Community News

Lucy  Suzanne  Knoblauch 
Zeidman, 96, Wyomissing.

Surviving are a son, Bruce F., 
husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman, of 
Shillington; a brother, Harry Knoblauch, 
husband of Edith Knoblauch, of Reading; 
a sister, Ruth Balis of Wyomissing; and 
several nieces and nephews.

---
Irene S. Zeidman, 62, Wyomissing.  

She is survived by her brother Bruce 
F., husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman 
of Shillington.

 ---
Robert Berger, 54, Reading.
He was the former spouse of Lea 

Berger, Reading. He is survived by 
two daughters, Molly R. Berger, State 
College, and Bethany S. Berger, 
Reading; and one brother, Dr. Barry M. 
Berger, husband of Kathleen A. Vieweg, 
Boston, Mass.

---
 David Moyer, 85, Reading.
 He is survived by his wife, Marjorie 

L. (Sulman) Moyer.  He is also survived 
by his daughters, Aileen D., widow 
of Neal H. Endy, of Pennside, and E. 
Roxanne, wife of Les Walker, of Batavia 
Ohio; sons, Stan B. , husband of Kristine 
K. Moyer, of Sinking Spring and Jay 
H., husband of Margaret R. Moyer, of 
Muhlenberg Township.  Other survivors 
are grandchildren: Brett A. Endy, Chad 
M. Endy and Elizabeth K. Moyer; and 
great-grandchildren, Carson N., Logan 
C., Ardyn N. and Ava L. Endy

---
Shirley Robinson of B’nai B’rith 

Apartments. Survived by her Friendship 
Circle friends.

 ---
 Louis Malamud, 95, formerly 

of Temple.  He is survived by a son, 
Mitchel, husband of Laura Malamud, 
of Las Vegas; grandchildren Barry 
husband of Johna Malamud, Deborah 
Babbit-Malamud and Sheri Malamud; 
and great-grandchildren: Jessy Babbit, 
Carly Malmud and Ian Malamud.

Obituaries

By Joan G. Friedman
Congratulations to Korey Blanck  

and to Edith Blanck on the birth of 
their new granddaughter  and great-
granddaughter!

 ***
Mazel Tov to the Bluestone Family: 

To David and Marianna on their new 
daughter and to grandparents Eric and 
Marissa.

  ***
Congratulations to Charles and 

Brenda Diamond on the engagement 
of their son Brett and to grandfather Al 
Diamond.

***
Mazel Tov to Rosalind Hyman and 

her daughter, Attorney.Cathy Hyman 

Badal, who has received the honor of 
being chosen as the Child Advocate of 
the Year for the State of Pennsylvania.

***
Best wishes to our Berks County 

athletes competing in the 2010 Maccabi 
Games:

Emily & Jared Baksic, swimming
Andrew Blickle, basketball
Matthew Eisenberg, swimming
Hannah and Alexis Glassmire, 

swimming
Brandon Missan, soccer

Until next time: Shalom!
[Email all your simcha news to joan@

friedman.net]

All Around the Town_________

 I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea!
We hear this again and again from residents of The Highlands.

• People are so friendly.
• There’s so much for me to do.
• I love the independence and

privacy at The Highlands.
• I don’t worry about my future.
• Dining is like a fine restaurant.
• My kids are so glad I’m here.
• I feel like I’m at a resort.
• This was a smart and valuable

financial decision.
• They do things first class.
• I wish I’d moved here sooner.
• I love it here!

Come tour The Highlands.
Find out first hand why it is the best place for

retirement living.

EQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T Y

If you’re exploring options and choices
for your retirement years, be sure to call
us for a tour.  You too can be a part of
this wonderful lifestyle.  We have every-
thing from a studio apartment to gracious
cottages.  We would love to meet you
and answer your questions.

Call for lunch and a tour today.
�10-775-2300

www.thehighlands.org

Shalom Newspaper (Joan Friedman)
5” (2 col.) x 7”

Questions?
Contact Jodi Gibble, Marketing Director

The Highlands at Wyomissing
2000 Cambridge Ave., Wyomissing, PA 19�10

�10-288-3405

You’ve worked hard to accumulate your wealth. 

Trust it to someone who will work even harder to 

grow your assets and provide you with peace of mind 

as you plan for the future. From financial planning and 

investment management to custom credit solutions, 

deposit products and more. Clermont Wealth Strategies 

– personal, focused and highly confidential.

Financial Planning

Custom Credit Solutions

Wealth Preservation & Transfer Services

Comprehensive Investment Management

Bank Deposit & Convenience Products 

Retirement Planning

CLERMONT WEALTH STRATEGIES
A T

1.866.332.8393
clermontwealth.com

Securities and Insurance Products:
Not FDIC-Insured • Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency
No Financial Institution Guarantee • May lose value • Not a deposit

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Images from
Yemin Orde

Area resident and recent college 
graduate Jessica Flamholz sent us 
these pictures from her recent visit 
to Yemin Orde, an Israeli village 
for children and youth supported 

by our Federation. 

KEEP UP WITH THE COMMUNITY
Visit www.readingjewishcommunity.org
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By Sari Incledon, M. Ed.
We invite the entire 

community to attend a 
program Jewish Family 
Service is sponsoring: 
“What Every Family 
Needs to Know about 
A lcoho l  and Drug 
Abuse & Addiction: An 
Interactive Dialogue 
with David Rotenberg.”  
This program will be held Wednesday, 
April 28 at 7 p.m. at the JCC.

David is the executive director of 
Adolescent Youth Services at Caron 
Foundation, however his presentation 

will not be limited to issues dealing with 
adolescents.  Drug and alcohol abuse is 
a problem for all age groups, and we all 
need to know more about it.

In a recent article, “Overcoming 
Denial” (Na’amat Woman Winter 2009/10) 
Barbara Trainin Blank wrote: “Alcohol and 
chemical dependency don’t discriminate, 
affecting Jews and non-Jews alike, and 
women as much as men. Addiction 
and alcoholism can be found in every 
socioeconomic and religious segment of 
the Jewish community”.

An ar t ic le  on the JACS Web 
site (Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically 
Dependent Persons and Significant 

Others) provided the following statistics.  
According to Dr. Jay Holder, Medical 
Director and founder of the Exodus 
Treatment Center in Miami, chemical 
dependency is the number one secret 
in the Jewish community. Reportedly, 
up to 50 percent of patient populations 
in some residential treatment centers 
are Jews – as are 20 percent of those 
calling national drug hot lines (yet Jews 
comprise less than 3 percent of the U.S. 
population).  Chemical dependency is the 
third leading killer in the U.S.  It is also an 
unreported and/or unknown contributor 
to deaths caused by car accidents, heart 
attacks, suicides and strokes.

For  every  person who has a 
substance abuse problem, several 
others are affected.  Those affected 
may be spouses, parents, children, 
siblings, grandparents – all are hurt 
in different ways. What can we as a 
communal organization do to address 
the problem? Awareness is an important 
first step and we invite everyone in the 
community to share questions and 
concerns at our above mentioned 
program on April 28.

Our  program is  f ree ,  though 
reservations are requested. For more 
information, call Sari at 610-921-
0624.

Jewish Family Service

Enjoy Tax Benefits While Contributing to

Jewish Family Service Vehicle Donation Program

Call Sari at

610-921-0624 

or email
                               jfrsarii@comcast.net

Living with Loss
formerly Bereavement Group

Mondays, March � and 22, 3:00- 4:30 p.m.
For more information call Sari at 610-921-0624

Discussion of  addiction important to all
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BERKS ENCORE RECEIVES AWARDS

Congratulations to Berks Encore employees Carolyn Krebs 
and Martha Sitler for receiving one of the Social Security 

Administrations highest awards for their providing the public with 
information covering Social Security issues.  

Berks Encore enables older adults to achieve a better quality of 
life by providing a comprehensive program of services, referrals, 
education and advocacy.  For more information call Berks Encore 

at 610-374-3195 or visit them at www.Berksencorepa.org

BERKS ENCORE PROVIDES FREE TAX PREPARATION 
FROM TRAINED VOLUNTEERS

Was your household income less than $50,000 in 2009?  
Household income may be higher in some cases,

but call 610-374-3195 for more details.
Call today to schedule an appointment from now until April 15.

Berks Encore, 40 N. Ninth St., 610-374-3195

Jewish Family Service thanks
Dr. Jeffrey Blank D.D.S.

for providing professional services to our client.

Volunteer Opportunities Available – 
Jewish Family Service seeks volunteers to help our seniors

with grocery shopping and other errands.
If you have some time, call Sari or Carole at 610-921-0624.

Call Sari at 610-921-0624, 
e-mail sarii@jfreading.org 

or go to
www.charitableautoresources.com

Obituary
Elaine Levine, 89, of Reading.  

Elaine was a member of Kesher Zion 
Synagogue and enjoyed attending the 
Friendship Circle luncheons at the JCC. 
She is survived by her husband, Gerald, 
and her son Dr. Alan Levine and his wife, 
Lisa, of Reading. She is also survived 
by her grandchildren Perry and Emily 
and Emily’s husband, Harris, and her 
great-grandson Liam.

---
Rita Wilikofsky, 92, of Wyomissing.  

Rita was born in the Bronx and raised 
in Brooklyn, where she graduated from 
Abraham Lincoln High School, Her 
family moved to Miami, where she 
attended the University of Miami.  After 
marrying, she and Norman moved to 
Reading in 1958. She spent the next 
few years raising her children.  She later 
on took a job at RACC in the bookstore 
and assisting with resume writing and 
job interview skills.  Rita was a member 
of Kesher Zion Synagogue and was 
a co-chair of the ad journal for many 
years.  She is survived by Norman, her 
husband of 65 years, and her children 
Adam and his wife, Diane, of Lancaster; 
and Andrea and her husband, Leonard 
Sanders, of Bryn Mawr, and her four 
grandsons.

---
Harold “Duke” Pototsky ,  of 

Reading. Duke was born and raised 
in Philadelphia. He graduated in 1958 
with a degree in textile engineering from 
the Philadelphia Textile Institute, now 
Philadelphia University. Duke moved to 
Reading in the 1960s and was president 
and CEO of Fabric Sales in Reading.  In 
2011 Philadelphia University awarded 

him the Littlewood Time Talent and 
Treasure Award for his achievements 
and contributions. Duke was active at 
the JCC and a longtime supporter and 
participant in the athletic and fitness 
programs. He is survived by his sons, 
Jimmy Post of Israel; David and his wife, 
Elissa, of Massachusetts; and daughter 
Marla and her husband, Robert Wink, of 
New Jersey. Other survivors include his 
sister Myrna and his two grandchildren.

---
Selma Cutler, 98, of Wynnewood 

and formerly of Reading. Selma was 
a member of Kesher Zion Synagogue.  
She was act ive in the JCC and 
Jewish Federation of Reading.  Selma 
was the Women’s Division Chair for 
many years, helped raise money 
for the campaign and helped create 
the community calendar. She had 
a degree in nursing and taught the 
subject at RACC, she was also an 
avid bridge player, playing a few times 
a week. She is survived by her sons 
Larry and his wife, Susie; and Steve 
and his wife, Susan; and daughter 
Barbara and her husband, Rabbi 
Steven Fineblum. Other survivors 
include her eight grandchildren and 
10 great-grandchildren.

---
Raie (Freedman) Fogelman, 93, 

of Reading. Raie was a member of 
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom. 
She co-owned and operated Towne 
Jewelers in Reading with her husband 
for over 39 years. Raie is survived by 
her son Robert and his wife, Jacqueline, 
of Reading and her daughter Patrice 
and her husband, Vincent Douglas. 
There are also four grandchildren and 
six great-grandchildren.

Interfaith Mitzvah Day
Sunday, November 15

4 p.m. at JCC

Benefitting Mary's Shelter of Reading
Hats will be provided to babies, youth and adults at the shelter.

RSVP required by November 12th:
Amandah@jfreading.org or 610-921-0624

By Adi Shalev
Yom Kippur this year was different for 

me, and the reason is that I decided to 
go to the synagogue.

You probably wonder why it is such a 
big deal for me, so let me explain:

Yom Kippur in Israel is very different 
than Yom Kippur in any other place 
in the world. I think the first obvious 
but important reason is the fact that in 
Israel, everyone knows it is Yom Kippur 
and everyone knows what the tradition 
is and what you are supposed (or not 
supposed) to do.

So now you are probably wondering 
how this manifests itself.

First, most workplaces will be closed 
at Erev Yom Kippur, and if some places 
will be open then they will have to close 
no later than 3 p.m. 

What does this mean about Yom 
Kippur itself? No one is working (besides 
specific jobs).

The other thing that people are not 
doing on Yom Kippur (except for fasting) 
is driving. Because of that, you can 
see everyone outside, riding a bicycle, 
rollerblades, skateboards, etc. on the 
roads. Families often sit in different parks, 
and when it gets late at night you will see 
groups of teens and older, just sitting in a 
group and having a good time together. It is 
also important to mention that most people 
are also not using their cellphones. So, 
when everyone is sitting together outside, 
there are no cellphones to distract them.

Adding to not driving a vehicle, not 
using the cellphone, and not eating, a lot 
of families won’t watch TV (unless you 
are using a global streaming channel, 

the TV channels in Israel won’t present 
anything) and won’t use any electronic 
device (including not turning the lights 
on or off.).

Yom Kippur for me is family time, 
catching up with friends, getting some 
extra sleep, and taking some time for self-
reflection without any outside interruptions.

I never attend synagogue on Yom 
Kippur in Israel because I never felt 
the need to. I had the Yom Kippur 
atmosphere around me, in any place I 
would go, and even if I wanted to, I could 
not escape it.

I think that Yom Kippur is the hardest 
holiday for me to commemorate here 
because of all the things I listed above.

It is strange for me that everyone is 
acting and working as usual, when in 
Israel everyone knows what day it is and 

acting according to it.
This is the reason I decided that I will 

go to the synagogue this year. I wanted 
to feel Yom Kippur around me, to be with 
people who understand the meaning of 
this day and practice it the same way I 
do. I did not want to sit at home by myself 
and try to ignore everything around me, 
I cannot do that.

This year going to the synagogue was 
a special experience for me. First, the 
fast was not very hard (Ken, I completed 
25 hours!), the prayers were meaningful 
(and in Hebrew, so it was easier for me), 
and I did not feel alone.

After Yom Kippur, I was asked if I am 
considering going to the synagogue in 
the future for Yom Kippur. My answer is 
yes, but I think it depends on where I will 
be at that time.

My Yom Kippur

We are all responsible for the continued vitality 
of the Jewish organizations important to us.

To create your Jewish legacy contact: 
Richard Nassau, Director of Development 

• richardn@JFReading.org • 
610.921.0624 

ReadingJewishCommunity.org
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Join us for our annual commemoration of Kristallnacht, the Night of
Broken Glass, which marked the beginning of the Holocaust. 

The public is invited to this free virtual event.

M O N D A Y ,  N O V E M B E R  9  ,  2 0 2 0
7  P . M .  V I R T U A L  I N T E R F A I T H  S E R V I C E

R e g i s t e r  f o r  Z o o m  s e s s i o n :
R e a d i n g J e w i s h C o m m u n i t y . o r g

Kristallnacht
Commemoration Service

By Haia Mazuz
Cellist Amit Peled has found a 

deep and sonorous connection to his 
Judaism through his instrument and in 
his near total immersion in the world of 
music. The Baltimore-based musician 
explores his duel paths — becoming 
a renowned cellist and discovering 
his love of Judaism — in an intimate 
program he calls “Journey with My 
Jewishness.”

Peled will present the program via 
Zoom on Sunday, Nov. 22 at 8:15 p.m. 
The Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks 
is a co-sponsor of the webinar.

A musician of profound artistry and 
charismatic stage presence, Peled is 
acclaimed worldwide as one of the most 
exciting and virtuosic instrumentalists 
on the concert stage today. He strives 
to break down the barriers of the 
concert hall, about which The Baltimore 
Sun wrote, “His amiable and inviting 
personality is exactly the type everyone 
says we’ll need more of if classical music 
is to survive.”

I first met Israeli born cellist Amit 
Peled some dozen years ago at a 
federation event in a home in Reading’s 
Hampden Heights neighborhood. 
He and Russian-born pianist Dina 
Weinstein performed for us. As was 
my wont whenever I met Israelis in the 
U.S., I immediately began chatting him 
up in my “flawless” Israeli-accented 
Hebrew. At the time I knew nothing 
about Amit other than that he lived in 
Baltimore with his wife and children and 
played a mean cello. 

But he sure was easy to speak with. 
Peled, 46, grew up on the secular 

Kibbutz Yizrael near Nazareth (where 
his parents still live) and became a 
basketball junkie in his early teens. When 
he and his classmates in fourth grade 
were asked to choose an instrument to 
play (mandatory instrument lessons for 
every student at the kibbutz school) he 

chose the instrument played by Rinat, the 
“older” girl he had a crush on. No, he did 
not end up marrying her! 

Though still fantasizing about a career 
in basketball when he reached 16,  Amit 
knew that at 5-foot-11 a career with the 
NBA was not in his cards. So he gave 
up the fantasy and doubled down on 
practicing cello. 

Ironically two years later, by the time 
he began his compulsory military service 
in the Israel Defense Forces he had 
grown to 6-foot-5! 

While in the military he played with 
the IDF String Quartet. That gave him 
the opportunity to keep up his cello skills 
during those 3 critical years.

Fast forward some years. Peled, with 
the help of the America Israel Cultural 
Foundation (AICF) comes to study in 
the U.S. Eventually his Israeli “chutzpa”  
(along with some talent) was what 
helped him become a student of the 
legendary Bernard Greenhouse. Peled 

auditioned for and was admitted to the 
New England Conservatory of Music, 
studying under Laurence Lesser. After 
graduating NECM he decided to travel 
to Europe for graduate studies. At the 
recommendation of his German born 
girlfriend Julia (whom he met at the 
Marlboro Festival) he went to study in 
Berlin with Boris Pergamenschikow

In 2002, while still living in Berlin, Amit 
was brought to Baltimore for a series of 
AICF events called “Music in My Room”.  

He “inadvertently” auditioned for a 
position at the Peabody Institute (world 
famous music conservatory of Johns 
Hopkins University). (I’ll let Amit tell you 
how one auditions “inadvertently). The 
next day he was offered a position there 
as Professor of Cello. It did not take much 
to convince Amit and Julia to move from 
Berlin to Baltimore.  

At age 28 he had become one of the 
youngest heads of department at any 
music conservatory.

In the Jewish Journey through music 
you’ll hear: 

Szenes/Zehavi  Eli Eli  (see below)
Bach Suite No. 1 for solo cello

Bruch Kol Nidrei
Bloch From Jewish Life
Popper Hungarian Rhapsody
The song Eli Eli (my God, my God) 

comes from the poem  “A Walk to 
Caesaria” (begins with the words Eli Eli), 
written in 1939 by heroic Nazi fighter 
Hanna Szenes. It was set to music by 
kibbutznik David Zehavi (considered by 
many a founding father of the Israeli folk 
music).

To join us for Peled’s Nov. 22 
web ina r,  r eg i s te r  a t  us02web .
z o o m . u s / w e b i n a r / r e g i s t e r / W N _
mAPiWyq6TTKMuvQt2b6UEQ Please 
use code READING in the community 
box when registering.

Below is a link to a charming review 
of the program and the reasons for the 
musical selections 

h t tps : / /www.s fcv.o rg / rev iews/
oshman-family-jcc/an-ingratiating-
journey-with-cellist-amit-peled

For details about his illustrious career 
see:

Amitpeled.com
https://peabody.jhu.edu/faculty/amit-

peled/

Join us for Amit Peled’s ‘Journey with My Jewishness’

Amit Peled

TotShabbat
ZOOM WITH US!
November 14th  at 10:00 am

Join Rabbi Michelson for a musical, story-filled 
interactive hour for children through grade 2.  Members & 
non-members welcome.  No registration required.  Zoom link 
available at ohebsholom.org.  Future Tot Shabbat dates:
12/19, 1/9, 2/20, 3/20, 4/17, 5/15, & 6/12.
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Friends of Meir Panim
Sderot is home to three of Meir 

Panim’s highly successful After School 
Neighborhood Youth Centers. The 
center addresses the needs of at-risk 
youth from disadvantaged backgrounds 
and engages them in activities and 
programs that focus on helping them 
develop life and academic skills in a safe 
environment. 

Counselors are getting creative 
with activities without risking teens’ 
exposure to COVID-19. In March and 
April, activities were suspended and the 
only contact between the counselors 

and the youth groups was virtual. Since 
then, activities have resumed in a limited 
fashion. Counselors are finding creative 
ways to run programs without violating 
COVID-19 regulations. 

Government protocols limit the number 
of people in an enclosed space to under 
20 people. This has been a significant 
obstacle for the usual programming at the 
center  — especially with multiple programs 
and with many teens participating. To avoid 
this issue, program directors have taken 
their activities to the streets — setting up 
in parks and sports fields around the city. 
Not only does this allow them to continue 

to operate at full capacity, but it has also 
enabled them to involve more at-risk youth 
to join in on the fun!

In the open setting, teens who 
normally may have been too intimidated 
to walk into a center are able to join in a 
more neutral setting. As such, COVID-
19’s limitations and restrictions are 
actually helping the programs grow! 

Rocket attacks
Sadly, for the Neighborhood Youth 

Centers in Sderot, COVID-19 is not the 
only challenge the teens are facing. 
Recently nearby Gaza has been firing 
rocket attacks daily, and the town of 

Sderot and its citizens are affected the 
most.

Residents of Sderot have been 
awakened nightly by the sound of 
sirens and quickly run to the nearest 
bomb shelters for safety. The program 
staff are in constant contact with the 
teens via WhatsApp groups to check-in 
and offer them emotional support. It is 
incredible to see the resilience of the 
members of the center as they stand 
united and strong even while under 
attack. We pray for their continued 
safety and for peace to return to the 
area. 

Meir Panim keeps going amid challenges in Sderot

Jewish Community
Calendar Corrections

Updates and corrections to the Jewish 
Community Calendar for 2020/2021

Change of Address
Rachel Bashore – 22 Augusta Lane, 
Fleetwood, PA  19522
Lea Berger – 339 Elmer Circle, Reading, 
19605
Roberta Goldstein – 604 10th Ave.,
Williamsport 17701 – (was 1401 Kenhorst 
Blvd.)
Shirley Pocrass – 1440 Drake Lane, 
Lancaster 17601
Tamara Reck – 211 Amherst Ave.,  
West Lawn 19609
Jeffrey Simons – 2645 Middle Way, Easton 
18040

Deceased
Selma Cutler   Raie Fogelman
Elaine Levine  Harold Pototsky
Samuel Pugliese Rita Wilikofsky
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American Friends of Yemin Orde
During a typical summer break, the staff 

at Yemin Orde Youth Village arrange job 
opportunities for teens as a way to preserve 
the positive work and personal development 
carried out throughout the school year. 

This summer, which was far from typical for 
anyone, summer employment for the Village’s 
at-risk youth proved harder to come by. High 
unemployment, business closures, coronavirus 
restrictive guidelines and a very competitive 
job market resulted in few opportunities for 
temporary summer employment.

Thanks to the organizers of a sweet 
opportunity for our youth, 22 teens attended 
professional baking or confectionery courses 
as well as a cellular technology course to 
compensate for the scarcity of summer 

job opportunities. Participants gained new 
job skills for their futures and remained 
productive throughout summer break.

There were courses in three locations: 
Haifa, Be’er Sheva and Tel Aviv. Youth who 
remain at Yemin Orde during the summer, 
many of whom are from the former Soviet 
Union and cannot travel home under current 
conditions, enrolled in the baking/confectionery 
course in Haifa, with transportation provided by 
Village staff. Youth who live in the Be’er Sheva 
and Tel Aviv areas took public transportation 
to their courses.

“It’s really fun in the pastry chef course,” 
said Salam, one of the participants. “I am 
learning a lot about what ingredients go into 
making different pastries and other things 
(like cookies, cakes, etc.) It is great being with 

other kids my age and getting out and about. 
Everyone is really focused and has come to 
learn, creating a great atmosphere.  It helps 
those of us who aren’t good in the kitchen and 
overall is just an excellent course,” 

The summer months are usually busy 
at Yemin Orde, a program supported by 
the Jewish Federation of Reading. The 
Village is a popular stop for visitors to 
Israel — from individuals and families 
to large groups and organized missions. 
Many outreach and volunteer programs 
are typically based at Yemin Orde. The 
Elijah Cummings Youth Program is one 
such example. Teens from Baltimore live 
at the Village, forge friendships with Yemin 
Orde’s teens, and travel throughout Israel 
together.

Yemin Orde youth learn sweet new skills

Is
ra

el
&O

ve
rs

ea
s

Jewish Agency 

   for Israel   

Yemin Orde

Jewish Federations 

   of North America    

Joint Distribution 

   Committee    

Meir Panim

Federation staff
Heading into its ninth decade, The Jewish 

Agency for Israel (JAFI) continues to focus 
on three central areas of impact: Aliyah, 
connecting the Jewish people worldwide to 
each other and Israel, and Strengthening 
Israeli Society.

2019 was a significant year for Aliyah, 
with 35,635 Jews moving to our homeland, 
a record-breaking year for the decade. In 
addition, JAFI’s Israel immersion programs 
continued to offer meaningful experiences 
to young Jews looking to grow and develop 
personal bonds to Israel. It expanded the 
Amigour housing complexes in Israel to offer 
more affordable housing units to seniors 
and Shlichut programs, which bring Israeli 
emissaries to communities and college 
campuses around the world, continued to 
bring Israel to life for global Jewry.

JAFI’s Security Assistance Fund made 
headlines a year ago when it kept Jews 
safe from a gunman attempting to enter a 
synagogue in Halle, Germany. When the 
coronavirus crisis hit, collaboration with 
The Jewish Federations of North America, 
Keren Hayesod/UIA and the World Zionist 
Organization enabled a quick and efficient 
response to the changing needs of the 
Jewish people globally.

As we saw here in Reading, JAFI  
Shlichim (Israeli emissaries), helped  
address the immediate needs of Jewish 
communities across the world, serving a 
pivotal role through the coronavirus, by  
continuing to develop and offer robust virtual 
Israel engagement programming. And JAFI 
immediately provided assistance to Jewish 
institutions and communities facing financial 
difficulties around the world. 

JAFI’s global impact - the people touched, 
the relationships built, the communities 
connected in the 65 countries where it 
operates:

United States and Canada
• 8,100 teens and young adults 

participated in Israel experiences (Birthright 
Israel, Masa Israel Journey and more)

• 1,750 Shlichim (Israeli emissaries) 
connected global Jewish communities to 
Israel 

• 385 Partnership2Gether (P2G) 
communities and 5,250 children in 210 P2G 
Twinned Schools

• 3,545 olim (immigrants) made Israel 
their home 

Latin America 
• 2,600 teens and young adults 

participated in Israel experiences 
• 25 Shlichim connected global 

Jewish communities to Israel 
• 3,250 kids in Israel education abroad 

programs $500,000 Security Assistance 
Fund allocations 

• 1,747 olim made Israel their home 
Europe 
• 2,800 teens and young adults 

participated in Israel experiences 

• 50 Shlichim connected global 
Jewish communities to Israel 

• 3,650 kids in Israel education abroad 
programs $560,000 Security Assistance 
Fund allocations 

• 4,149 olim made Israel their home 
Israel 
• 250,000 Israeli children, teens and 

young adults reached by over 1,000 senior 
educators providing Jewish Peoplehood 
curricula 

• 12,000 beneficiaries of Youth 
Futures

• 200,000 young Israelis reached by 
46 partnerships that exposed them to world 
Jewry 13,297 olim served in absorption 
programs 

• 330 Partnership2Gether Twinned 
Schools and 70 communities 

• 734 part icipants in pre-army 
academies $1.1M granted to recipients from 
our Fund for 

Victims of Terror 
• $2.65M funded Religious Streams 

educational programs, benefitting 870,000 
participants 

• $575M contributed to Israel’s 
economy through Masa Israel Journey 

Africa 
• 250 teens and young adults 

participated in Israel experiences 
• 325 children in 13 Partnership2Gether 

Twinned Schools 
• 9 Shlichim connected global Jewish 

communities to Israel 

• 1,066 olim made Israel their home 
Ethiopia
- In Ethiopia, JAFI has been instrumental in 

helping our long-waiting brothers and sisters 
come home to the Jewish state. In 2019, 663 
Ethiopian Jews were able to make Aliyah to 
Israel. To date, more than 90,000 Ethiopian 
Jews live now in Israel, but there are still many 
Ethiopian Jews still waiting to come to our 
homeland and be reunited with loved ones

Former Soviet Union, Middle East, Asia 
• 5,140 teens and young adults 

participated in Israel experiences 
• 360 Shlichim connected global 

Jewish communities to Israel 
• 46,600 participants of all ages in 

Jewish educational programs 
• 10,200 kids in summer camps that 

serve as a gateway to Jewish life 
• 550 children in 22 Partnership2Gether 

Twinned Schools 
• $119,000 Security Assistance Fund 

allocations 24,909 olim made Israel their 
home 

Australia, New Zealand, and South Pacific 
• 365 teens and young adults 

participated in Israel experiences 
• 50 Shlichim connected global 

Jewish communities to Israel 
• 189 olim made Israel their home 
For all of the above and more, the 

Reading Jewish community’s support 
of JAFI will continue to help  ensure 
Jews worldwide remain connected and 
flourishing.

Your donations support important work
performed by Jewish Agency for Israel
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RCOS Food Festival adapts to times with drive-thru format

Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom is holding its Jewish Food Festival in a revamped form this year due to the COVID-19 pandemic.
The event will be held Sunday, Nov. 1. The congregation has been taking orders in advance online for customers to pick up. Some items will be available to purchase on site.

The fesival this year has an abridged menu featuring brisket, corned beef, bagels and lox from New York’s Ess-a-Bagel and of course, the event’s signature apple cakes baked by 
volunteers from the congregation.

By Adi Shalev
Or Cohen, Shlicha (emissary) from 

Israel, will share stories of her challenges 
and achievements as the first female 
commander of a naval combat vessel. 
Her story has helped motivate women to 
be pioneers and push their limits.  

Or mentions that one of the customs 
in the Israel Defense Forces is to wear 
a T-shirt with the unit logo. “At the basic 
training of the Israel Naval Academy, we 
received this T-shirt. My friends (female 
cadets) and I were so proud to wear 
it. The problem was that most people 
thought we were wearing a T-shirt that 
belongs to our boyfriends. Therefore, we 
soon printed another t-shirt just for female 
cadets and added a line to it: ‘This is not 
my boyfriend’s T-shirt.’”

Israel is one of the few countries with 
a mandatory military service requirement 
for women. Before the establishment of 
the state, women served in combat roles 
in the militias that would become the 

Israel Defense Forces.
Dur ing  the  years  before  the 

establishment of the IDF, military service 
for women existed in the front lines of the 
Hashomer and Haganah organizations. 
The Haganah stated in its charter that its 
units were open to “every Jewish male 
or female who is prepared and trained to 
fulfill the obligation of national defense.”

Most women served as medics, 
communicat ions special ists,  and 
weapons specialists. During World 
War II approximately 4,000 women 
volunteered for service in the British 
forces, including Alice Hatzor-Hirsch (a 
driver) and Hannah Szenes and Haviva 
Reik (paratroopers).  

During the Independence War 
women participated in combat units, 
making up 15% of those units. It is 
important to note that this war for 
independence was a war for survival, 
conducted by a population without an 
institutionalized army, and the efforts 

of the entire Jewish population in Israel 
were necessary. The need for women’s 
participation in this struggle for survival 
may have contributed to women’s 
equality in the military today. 

Soon after the establishment of the 
IDF, the removal of all women from front-
line positions was decreed. Decisive in 
this decision was the very real possibility 
of falling into enemy hands as prisoners 
of war. After the establishment of the IDF, 
a separate women’s unit was established. 
The majority of women serving in the IDF 
then filled administrative jobs. The rest 
served primarily as instructors, nurses, 
clerks and telephone operators. A few 
women flew transport missions in the 
1950s, and a few women were accepted 
into flight training in the 1970s, but they 
did not complete the program before it 
was closed to women.  

A major milestone came in 1995, 
when Alice Miller successfully petitioned 
the High Court of Justice to take the 

Israeli Air Force pilot training exams, after 
being rejected on grounds of gender.

The High Court of Justice ruled that 
women were entitled to both formal 
and substantive equality in their military 
service — opening up combat positions to 
women, first as pilots and then as combat 
soldiers in various prestigious units. The 
possibility of expanding the integration 
of women into additional combat roles is 
currently being examined. 

Today 85% of the jobs in IDF are 
available for women. There are female 
pilots, naval officers, an infantry combat 
battalion for both males and females 
and more. For at the last 10 years, a 
woman commanded a squadron in the 
Israeli Air force, and there are women 
commanding a combat battalion and a 
combat vessel. 

Join us on Thursday, Nov. 12, at 7 
p.m. for Or’s presentation.

For more information, please contact 
Adi Shalev at AdiS@JFReading.org.

Pioneer in Israeli military to deliver lecture Nov. 12
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Chabad of Berks County
We have been hearing it since March, 

but we are living in unique times. Leading 
up to Rosh Hashana and Yom Kippur 
it was unclear exactly how we were 
going to celebrate this year. Through 
all the chaos, Rabbi and Chana Lipsker 
had a clear vision on how to provide 
an opportunity for our community to 
celebrate together safely. 

The Lipskers transformed the rear 
yard of Chabad into an outdoor shul.  
They built a tent to provide the setting 
for one of the finest High Holiday 
experiences that I have ever been a part 
of. The outdoor setting provided socially 
distant seating that allowed anyone who 
wanted to the opportunity to celebrate 
the High Holidays in person. The main 
goal behind the setup was to provide 
a comfortable and safe atmosphere to 
celebrate together.

The community came out and were 
treated to a beautiful setting. The shofar 
blasts echoed off the trees and provided 
a melody that never could have been 
achieved in an indoor setting.  As Yom 
Kippur came to a close and we all sang 
Avinu Malkeinu together, that same echo 

provided a soothing calm, reassuring 
us that as a community we can achieve 
anything.

This year’s celebration taught me to 
never doubt the power of a supportive 
and loving community.  Thank you 
to Chabad and Rabbi and Chana for 
once again showing us the power of 
our community. Together we really can 
achieve anything.  L’shana Tova to all of 
Berks County and Beyond.

 — Cory Leshner

This high holiday season was unlike 
any we have ever experienced. Like 
many other facets of our everyday lives, 
the pandemic loomed over how we 
planned to safely celebrate and honor 
the holiest days on the Jewish calendar.

Despite this uncertainty and unease, 
Andy and I attended the children’s Yom 
Kippur program at Chabad with several 
of our young grandchildren. Under the 
direction of Chana Lipsker the service 
offered a safe, fun and engaging way 
to experience Yom Kippur. Chana and 
her daughters captured the children’s 
attention by telling stories, singing songs 
and playing games. The children and 

adults actively participated, listened 
attentively and learned many interesting 
aspects about the meaning of Yom 

Kippur! Thank you Chana for making the 
holiday so special!

 — Corinne Wernick

This tent served as a sanctuary for Chabad High Holiday services this year.

Community members share experiences at Chabad High Holidays

By Rabbi Brian Michelson
Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom

A colleague told 
me this story about 
his mother. She was 
in Florida for a few 
months for the winter.  
She immigrated from 
Poland as a child and 
she is now in her 80s.  
She was sitting on her 
patio in Hollywood 
Beach watching people walk up and 
down the boardwalk. She stopped an 
elderly gentleman she saw and said: 
“You are the son of Mr. So-and-so from 
such-and-such a town.” The man is 
astounded and wants to know exactly 
how she knew that. She explained, “Your 

father was a woodchopper in Europe. He 
used to chop wood and leave it at night 
behind the houses of the poor so they 
wouldn’t be embarrassed to take it. As 
soon as I saw you, even though it has 
been years since I last saw your father, 
I recognized your father’s face.”

Tzedakah is one of the highest ideals 
in Jewish tradition. More than just charity, 
it is the giving of responsibility, dignity, and 
duty; it is righteousness. Tzedakah is one 
area that unites Jews no matter what their 
personal beliefs and practices.  Tzedakah 
can help find new cures for diseases old 
and new. It allows the elderly to remain in 
their homes, it helps children, strengthens 
family life. It can provide vocational 
training and build better understanding 
and cooperation among different religious 

and racial groups.
There are three main principles in 

acts of tzedakah. First, the way to deal 
with poverty is to help the poor help 
themselves; second, when one gives 
tzedakah to the poor, the poor are 
respected and the best way is for the 
donor to remain anonymous; third, the 
dignity of those who are receiving the 
tzedakah must also be respected. This is 
why tzedakah is more than just charity. It 
is about dignity and respect on both sides 
of the equation. We are commanded to 
see the humanity of those who give and 
those who receive.  

There is a Yiddish proverb that says, 
“The longest road in the world is the 
one that leads from your pocket.” The 
tzedakah habit, like many other habits, 

begins at home. Educators know that 
repetition is important in teaching a 
value. To learn the tzedakah habit, a 
child needs to observe and hear about 
tzedakah frequently. This month, as we 
stop to give thanks for all that we have, 
make the giving of a bit of tzedakah part 
of your weekly Shabbat observance. 
Take the tzedakah box off the shelf, or 
even better, design and create one with 
your children or grandchildren’s help. Let 
our young ones help put the money in the 
pushke. Once it is full, discuss with them 
where the money should go and make 
them a part of the process of counting 
and distributing the money.

The greatest inspiration we can give 
them is by being the people we want 
them to be. 

Use Thanksgiving as opportunity to teach tzedakah
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By Carole Robinson
JFS finds ways 

to connect with the 
R e a d i n g  J e w i s h 
community and make 
an impact despite the 
constraints of social 
distancing. We could 
not do it without your 
help! 

JFS Holiday Meal 
delivery:  Every year 
at Rosh Hashanah, 
JFS invites seniors to come together for 
a holiday service and meal. Our older 
community members enjoy the holiday 
without having to travel to synagogue or 
go out at night.  Although we were not able 
to meet in person, we delivered 48 holiday 
meals, complete with matzah ball soup, 
chicken, kugel, and apple cake, along with 
an apple and honey for a sweet New Year.

JFS appreciates the generosity of the 
following donors for supporting this outreach 
program — Cynthia and George Balchunas, 
Stef Brok and Phil Yoder, Sue and Michael 
Farrara, Roseann and Steven Finkel, Sara 
and Samuel Flamholz, Judith Kraines and 
Neil Hoffman, Lisa and Alan Levine, Solange 
Israel Mintz and Paul Mintz, Barbara and 
Seth Rosenzweig, and the Isadore and 
Anna Oritsky Philanthropic Fund.  We would 
also like to thank our dedicated volunteers 
who helped us deliver the meals — Cindy 
Balchunas, Sue Farrara, and Phil Yoder.

One senior exclaimed, “You’re my only 
connection to the outside world.” Other 
responses include the following comments, 
“The dinner was delicious and the apple 
cake!  Eating a Jewish meal is such a treat!” 
“I want to tell you how much my mother loves 
what you do for her.” “I can’t tell you how 
much it meant to me to be remembered.” 

Phone-A-Friend: This social action 
program matches volunteers with seniors 
who live alone or are socially isolated. The 
volunteers make weekly calls to their phone 
friends. The simple act of connecting with 
another human being can reduce loneliness 
and stress.

Let me know if you would like to receive 
a friendly call or if you are willing to make 
phone calls. Contact me at 610-921-0624 
or Caroler@JFReading.org.

JFS Food Pantry:  JFS, in partnership 
with the Olivet Boys and Girls Club and 
Helping Harvest Food Bank, offers a 
monthly food pantry for people in the city 
who meet federal poverty guidelines. During 
this pandemic, there has been a dramatic 
increase in the number of people struggling 
with job loss and food insecurity.  Many 
families are seeking assistance from a food 
pantry for the first time.

In response to the overwhelming need 
for food, JFS opened a second monthly food 
pantry at the end of October in partnership 
with the Reading Hampden Heights Seventh 
Day Adventist Church. Both pantries are 
operating as drive-up operations in order 
to reduce direct contact with recipients and 
minimize the health risk for everyone. Staff 
and volunteers, all wearing masks, load 
prepacked boxes of canned goods and 
nonperishables, bags of produce, and bags 
of frozen items directly into car trunks.

A big thank you to everyone who 
contributed to “Help the Hungry”, enabling 
us to continue providing food for a record 
number of households. Many thanks 
to our recent food pantry volunteers — 
Cindy Balchunas, Raymond Gehring, Pete 
Jacobson, Traci Rossi, and Ellen and Paul 
Schwartz, who support us in our mission to 
“Help the Hungry.”

Please contact Carole or Sari if you would 
like to volunteer at either food pantry.  Call 
610-921-0624 or Caroler@JFReading.org 
or Sarii@JFReading.org. 

Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heschel, a 
Jewish theologian and philosopher, taught, 
“A Jew is asked to take a leap of action 

Making connections with Jewish Family Service
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Food Pantry

Friendship Circle

Counseling Services

Transportation

Financial Assistance

Hospital and

   Home Visitations   

Living with Loss

Information and

   Referral   

Case Management

Holiday Programs

Another busy month for Jewish Family Service. Clockwise from top: Food pantry volunteer 
Traci Rossi ready to load up more cars; Judy Citron picking up disposable face masks; an 

October food pantry recipient; and Paulo Kuczer receiving his Rosh Hashanah meal.

rather than a leap of faith.” Everybody needs 
some extra care and support during these 
challenging times.

I invite you to make a meaningful 
connection with someone.  Make a difference 
in someone else’s life by delivering a meal, 
making a phone call, or volunteering at the 
food pantry.  “Take a leap of action” with JFS.
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By Ethel Engel
U.S. Rep. John R. Lewis was a 

congressman and a freedom fighter.  
Often people would call him Uncle John.  
He passed on after a long battle with 
cancer at age 80. While a congressman, 
he got along both with Republicans and 
Democrats and whoever served the 
people. Lewis was known to state “that 
if spoken too softly no one can hear” and 
yes, when he spoke, they all heard him 
“loud and clear.” He believed in rights for 
all people!

Lewis was a man of great integrity.  
Above all else, he worked to gain equality 
for his people. When Lewish was a little 
boy and wrote to Martin Luther King 
seeking a chance to meet with him, 
he succeeded. Lewis’ mother saw his 
aggressiveness and stated, “Men don’t 
look for big trouble!” Years later, he told 
himself, “It’s a good thing to look for 

good trouble.” This was the only way to 
expose the injustices the Black people 
were having to deal with in everyday life.

Black people worked at Kress and 
Woolworth but were not allowed to eat or 
drink at their counters. After belonging to 
the Freedom Riders and fighting to end 
segregation, he moved on to greater 
causes. He wrote a number of books 
and got rave reviews for his authenticity 
and his beliefs that benefit mankind. He 
believed strongly in unifying, but always 
in a peaceful manner!

Lewis was a strong advocate for 
human rights for all people. He was truly 
a strategic politician and loved by so 
many people. Lewis left this world of strife 
and left a better world for his people. He 
was a true icon. 

John R. Lewis, we need you now for 
your nonviolent approach to civil rights.  
You will be greatly missed.

Reading the Writings: The Ketuvim in Scholarship and Popular Culture 

KZ ADULT EDUCATION  2020-2021 

with Dr. Robert Seesengood 

You know, very well, the stories of Ruth and Esther. You’ve read Qohelet often. But how far 
into Psalms have you gone? Are Jewish proverbs the source of both Jewish wisdom and Jew-
ish comedy? Are Job and Shir Hashirim dramas (or the inspiration for modern movies)? 
And what about Chronicles? Or the weird and mysterious book of Daniel? The Ketuvim are 
a fascinating collection, tucked into the back of the Bible, that is brimming with strange and 
interesting content. They’ve been a regular interest to scholars; they tell us a great deal 
about how ancient Jews thought and lived, and about how the Bible came together. The 
Ketuvim have staying power; they show up in a great deal in popular culture, and their sto-
ries brim with witty language and with characters – Esther, Ruth, David, Solomon – who are 
integral to Jewish imagination. This class, over the winter and spring of 2020-2021, is an 
opportunity to read through the Ketuvim together and discover again these wonderful Writ-
ings.  

 
This class will be held online on the second Thursday of the month: 6:30-7:30 pm 

 

November 12 ~ December 10 ~ January 14 ~ February 11  

March 11 ~ April 8 ~ May 13 ~ June 10 

 

You must register for the course or for an individual class in order to receive the Zoom link. 
You can contact us at: kesherzionoffice@gmail.com

Dr. Robert Seesengood (Th.M., Princeton Theological Seminary; Ph.D., Drew University) is Professor of Religious Studies and    
Associate Dean at Albright College, Reading, PA. He is the author of numerous articles and five books, all on the subject of biblical 
studies. He’s currently at work on American Standard: The Bible in U.S. Popular Media and Culture (Blackwell). 

555 Warwick Drive, Wyomissing, PA 19610

610 374 1763

Email: kesherzionoffice@gmail.com

Web: www.kesherzion.org

Awarded Medicare’s Highest Ranking – 5 STARS 
Highest Quality Care | Private Suites | Resort-Like Surroundings

Our team of skilled therapists promote functional independence and 
wellness in a holistic, personalized way – we aspire to restore your health 
as quickly and safely as possible. Our beautiful new rehabilitation center 
includes 18 private suites and is complemented by services and amenities. 

SHORT-TERM 
REHABILITATION 

2000 Cambridge Avenue | Wyomissing, PA 19610

Safely Welcoming Rehabilitation Patients! 
To speak to our Clinical Liaison:

610.775.2300       Thehighlands.org

By Carole Robinson
What You Need to Know

 About Your Social Security Benefits
Wednesday, Nov. 4
7 p.m. at the JCC

 Join Stanley Fromuth, a retired 
38-year veteran of the Social Security 
Adm in i s t r a t i on ,  t o  l ea rn  abou t 
maximizing your Social  Secur i ty 
benefit.  Mr. Fromuth, a program 

and policy expert, has been making 
presentations to the public on Social 
Secur i ty  issues for  the past  25 
years. Some of the topics he will 
discuss include how and when to 
collect benefits, how benefits are 
computed, working while receiving 
Social Security, benefits for widows/
widowers and divorcees and more. 
Bring your questions.

Learning About Wills and Power of 
Attorney

Wednesday, Nov. 11
7 p.m. at the JCC

Having a solid estate plan can ease 
the burden of your passing on your loved 
ones. Attorney Benjamin Leisawitz of 
Leisawitz Heller in Wyomissing will help 
us understand the need for everyone to 
have both a will and power of attorney, and 

answer related questions. Join us for this 
informative, important session.

 Programs are free and held at the 
JCC, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, 
Wyomissing. Due to changing public 
health requirements, programs may be 
held virtually.  Participants will be notified of 
changes by phone. Registration requested 
to Carole Robinson, email CaroleR@
JFReading.org or 610-921-0624.

JFS 2020 Fall Education Programs

Help is available
Jewish Family Service wants to help Jewish community members who are struggling due to 
COVID-19.  JFS is ready to assist individuals and families facing eviction, utility shut-off, 

and food scarcity.  For assistance, contact Carole or Sari at 610-921-0624.
Your phone call to JFS will be kept confidential

The world has lost an icon Poetry corner
The Lord Spoke …

And the Lord spoke unto Moses
saying … The Lord make His

face to shine upon thee …

The Lord has no pronouns
but uses one for convenience sake to

address His children. This face
radiant, thus

turning toward the
Earth’s sons and daughters

doth he bless
By Nancy J. Knoblauch
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By Khalaf Ahmad Al-Habtoor
One of former South African President 

Nelson Mandela’s many pearls of wisdom 
was: “If you want to make peace with 
your enemy, you have to work with your 
enemy. Then he becomes your partner.”

After 18 years of incarceration on 
Robben Island, Mandela understood 
that violence against a militarily superior 
foe would not end apartheid. So he 
skillfully employed dialogue, forgiveness 
and reconciliation to achieve his aim of 
coexistence between his people and the 
white minority that oppressed them.

Unfortunately, his strategy, which 
resulted in the cessation of hostilities 
between black and white South Africans, 
escapes the reasoning of some of my 
fellow Arabs, who have no solution as 
to how to better the lives of Palestinians. 
They instead prefer to hang on to the same 
old rhetoric and unrealistic scenarios that 
belong in the mid-20th century.

I have been a supporter of the 
Palestinians all my life, both morally 
and materially, but, over the decades, 
circumstances have changed. I’m 
a realist. I cannot remain stuck in 
some fantasyland and neither do I wait 
indefinitely for miracles.

Like it or not, Israel exists as an economic 
powerhouse under the unwavering 
protective umbrella of the US. To imagine 
that boycotting Israeli goods will force 
the collapse of the state is infantile and 
hypocritical. Many of the components in 
your computers are Israeli-made, with Israeli 
microchips found in more than 100 million 
devices worldwide. To isolate Israel within 
the region only convinces its governments 
to buy more weapons and construct more 
walls, both literally and figuratively.

I would say to those critics of the 
historic Abraham Accords, who say it 
means a loss of Palestinian leverage or 
an erosion of negotiating chips, that for 
many years neither the Palestinians nor 
their Arab backers have had any leverage 
over Israeli decision-makers.

The 2001 Taba talks that came so 
close to fruition ground to a halt when 
the hardline warhorse Ariel Sharon 
succeeded Ehud Barak as Israeli prime 
minister and US President George W. 
Bush took the White House. Bush held 
his nose to pay lip service to the so-called 

road map because he was eager to lure 
Arab states on board with the invasion of 
Iraq. President Barack Obama talked a 
good talk, but his administration opposed 
pro-Palestinian UN Security Council 
resolutions and, as for President Donald 
Trump, he has showered his friend 
Benjamin Netanyahu with gifts.

The more Arab states that have peace 
treaties with Israel, the more influential 
the bloc will become. There is a valid 
argument that says the Israelis have 
been intransigent. But the same can 
also be said for the Palestinians, who still 
insist on the right of return for refugees 
who are in Syria, Jordan, Lebanon 
and elsewhere. That is never going to 
happen, and they know it full well.

They would be better off asking the 
host nations to tear down the camps and 
allow the refugees the right to work and 
own their own homes. Refugees pass on 
false hopes to their children, along with the 
keys to the former homes of their fathers 
or grandfathers, keeping a visceral hatred 
for Israelis alive down the generations. I 
believe this is unfair for both generations. 
There are 2 million Palestinians — the 
descendants of those who stayed in 
1948 — who have Israeli nationality. Most 
take pride in their Arab heritage, whether 
Muslims or Christians, yet are content to 
call themselves Arab Israelis.

It is beyond time for the Palestinians 
to quit blaming everyone else for the 
situation they find themselves in today. 
Instead of condemning long-standing 
Arab allies, who have stood by them to 
the tune of billions of dollars — and, in 
the case of Egypt and Syria, waged war 
with Israel on their behalf — they should 
first quit feuding with each other.

Hamas and other militant groups 
must turn their backs on the violence that 
rebounds onto the poor residents of Gaza 
and is the main reason for the crippling 
blockade. Arabs should not support 
Hamas, which is 100 percent Palestinian 
yet cozies up to Iran.

The beauty of the Abraham Accords 
is that they greatly benefit all signatories 
in terms of trade, commerce, tourism, 
technology and security. Moreover, 
they cement a united front against a 
common enemy that is working toward 
manufacturing nuclear weapons with 

which to hold its neighbors hostage.
Provided th is new detente is 

successful, Israel will want to preserve 
the agreement and thus we will gain 
the ability to push for Palestinian rights 
from a position of strength. This is basic 
common sense. Compromise only 
occurs when both sides have something 
important to lose. The more Arab states 
that join Egypt, Jordan, the UAE and 
Bahrain in having peace treaties with 
Israel, the more influential our bloc will 
become within the US and on the world 
stage.

Lebanon is undergoing arguably the 
most challenging period in living memory. 
Peace with Israel would be a major game 
changer, and I suspect that the Lebanese 
people would approve were it not for the 
obstacles strewn in the path. The Lebanese 
need the courage to express what is in their 
hearts and decide to live in peace.

Lebanon and the Lebanese people 
should want the same: To remove all 
the obstacles/issues that are holding this 
back. Once those issues are overcome, 
then a peace agreement becomes 
evident and the people of Lebanon can 
prosper. The Lebanese have to be brave 
enough to decide to live in peace. On this 
front, there is a glimmer of hope. In recent 
days, Lebanon and Israel, which consider 
themselves to be in a state of war, have 
agreed to hold US-mediated talks on their 
respective maritime limits in light of new 
oil and gas finds throughout the eastern 
Mediterranean. This could evidently 
pave the way for further negotiations to 
demarcate their land borders, leading to 
a long-awaited peace deal.

Hezbollah’s domination of Lebanon 
is reaching its end. Hassan Nasrallah 
and his slavish following are becoming 
so despised that they are attempting 
to disappear into the mist. To remain 
within the political arena, his allies are 
bound to distance themselves. To ensure 
Hezbollah never again rears its ugly 
head, the people should demand that its 
leadership and terror commanders be 
tried for instigating criminal wars, as well 
as for their stranglehold over Lebanon, 

which has delivered nothing but ruin, 
misery and unprecedented poverty.

There is no doubt that the Abraham 
Accords are history-making in that 
they are a departure from the previous 
Israeli-Arab peace agreements that were 
signed grudgingly. In the case of Egypt, 
the purpose was to gain the return of 
lands captured by Israel during 1967, 
while US President Bill Clinton heaped 
pressure on Jordan to sign up in return 
for debt cancelations. Until recently, there 
had been no genuine normalization of 
relations except on paper; a cold peace 
still reigned.

The Abraham Accords  d i f fe r 
significantly because all sides are 
enthusiastically intent on creating a 
strong alliance to bolster a peaceful and 
prosperous future for the region. Economic 
interests dictate global policies these 
days, and it is the business communities 
that will provide the glue to ensure the 
three-way accords are a great and lasting 
success. Israel will soon discover that our 
nations could not be better allies.

My homeland has a progressive, 
tolerant culture and my compatriots 
have embraced multiculturalism, offering 
friendship and respect to people of 
different races and religions. We are 
a people who settle our differences 
calmly and politely, without argument 
or violence. We do not have time for 
squabbles; we are too busy working hard 
and making the most of our leisure time.

Last ly,  I  would urge al l  Arab 
leaderships to bury old hatreds that 
have consumed their foreign policies for 
72 years without bearing fruit. Join us in 
forging a peaceful Middle East, with new 
and exciting opportunities for all, for this 
is the finest legacy we can leave to our 
children and the generations to come.

Kha la f  Ahmad A l -Habtoor  i s 
a prominent United Arab Emirates 
businessman and public figure. He is 
renowned for his views on international 
political affairs, his philanthropic activity, 
and his efforts to promote peace. He has 
long acted as an unofficial ambassador 
for his country abroad.

803 Penn St., Reading, PA 19601 • www.manoratms.com
LEARN MORE AT

DEALING WITH

DIABETES     HOLIDAYSduring 
the

EDUCATIONAL ZOOM SEMINAR 
Thursday, November 19 • 1:00pm 

There are many temptations over the holidays  
that can derail a healthy diabetic diet. Join us  
for more information by our guest speaker from  
Southeastern Health at Home, Ricky Vaccaro, RN.  
Learn common pitfalls, how to manage sugar  
levels throughout the season, and warning signs  
there is a problem. 

RSVP to Jill at 610-624-1299. 

A brave new dawn in Arab-Israeli relations
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A new six-session JLI course, coming Spring ‘20

Secrets of the Bible
ICONIC STORIES, MYSTICAL MEANINGS, 

AND THEIR LESSONS FOR LIFE

6 Sundays, starting November 8th | 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. via Zoom 
please register by e-mail at office@chabadofberks.org

A new six-session JLI course, coming Spring ‘20

Secrets of the Bible
ICONIC STORIES, MYSTICAL MEANINGS, 

AND THEIR LESSONS FOR LIFE

6 Sundays, starting November 8th | 10:30 a.m.-12:00 p.m. via Zoom 
please register by e-mail at office@chabadofberks.org

Chabad Hebrew School’s Sukkot survival toolbox

Chabad Hebrew School students get supply packages sent to their homes weekly for exciting virtual lessons. An example of one of these packages is the Sukkot survival toolbox, which had supplies for all these projects shown 
in these pictures that were done together on Zoom. 

Scientists grow fresh dates from a 6th BCE seed
Israel21c

Mazel tov to Hannah and Methuselah 
on their 111 miracle babies! The 
proud parents are date palms grown 
from ancient seeds uncovered in 
archeological excavations in Israel. 
These dates, recently picked at the 
Arava Institute at Kibbutz Ketura in 
southern Israel, are a type that hasn’t 
been tasted since the times of Jesus 
and the Maccabees.

“Dr. Elaine Solowey, our director of the 
Center for Sustainable Agriculture, grew 
our first ancient date tree, Methuselah, 
in 2005,” explained Miriam May, CEO of 
Friends of the Arava Institute. “He came 
from a 2,000-year-old seed found in 

excavations at Masada; his growth was 
an unprecedented success that no one 
was expecting. However, because he is 
a male tree, he could not produce fruit.”

But then Solowey succeeded in 
germinating six more ancient seeds, 
one from Masada and five from the 
caves of Qumran, home of the Dead 
Sea Scrol ls writ ten between 150 
BCE and 70 CE. One of the Qumram 
trees, Hannah, was poll inated by 
Methuselah and grew dates that 
ripened at the beginning of September 
to great international fanfare. Solowey 
and fellow “date grandma” Dr. Sarah 
Sallon could not be more pleased.

Sa l l on ,  f o rmer l y  a  ped ia t r i c 

gast roentero log is t  a t  Hadassah 
University Medical Center in Jerusalem, 
founded the Louis L. Borick Natural 
Medicine Research Center at the 
hospital in 1995. Her work focuses on 
how plants could be used as medicine. 
She and Solowey collected and tested 
many kinds of plants, and Solowey 
grew them at the Arava Institute.

Then, Sallon was given date seeds 
discovered during Yigael Yadin’s famed 
digs on Masada in the mid-1960s 
and kept in storage for more than 
40 years, plus date seeds found at 
Qumran by Professor Joseph Patrich 
of the Institute of Archaeology at 
Hebrew University. “Professor Patrich 

let me choose whatever I wanted. I 
chose the best seeds I could find, in 
extraordinarily good condition,” says 
Sallon. “I gave some to Elaine and lo 
and behold, up came Methuselah.” 

Methuselah, grown from a seed 
radiocarbon-dated to the first century 
CE, was the oldest seed ever grown 
into a living plant.

Six of the 32 additional seeds 
chosen by Sallon sprouted under 
Solowey’s care. They were warmed 
and hydrated slowly and gradually 
fed a growth-promoting plant hormone 
and an enzyme fertilizer. They grew 
into healthy date palms dubbed Adam, 
Hannah, Judith, Jonah, Boaz, and 
Uriel.

“It was so remarkable to bring these 
trees back from the dead — they were 
really just sleeping,” says Sallon. “To 
see them grow several meters high and 
have babies was a ray of light at a time 
like this when people are worried and 
depressed. It is a sign of the remarkable 
resiliency of nature in the face of this 
terrible destruction of species. Nature 
will not give up without a struggle. 
That’s a motif for our times.” 

And how do Hannah’s dates taste? 
“Lovely,” says Sallon. “I find Medjoul 
dates too sticky sweet. Hannah’s 
are blander and drier, with a honey 
aftertaste that makes me think of the 
land of milk and honey.”

Date cultivation in ancient Judea 
was well established by around 300 
BCE. Uriel, Boaz, and Jonah are from 
200 CE, found in caves where Judeans 
took refuge from the Romans.

“The idea now is to reintroduce the 
Judean date — that’s my name for it — 
into modern agriculture,” Sallon said. 
“Perhaps they have important medicinal 
and nutritional traits that were bred out 
of modern dates.”
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Holiday happenings in our community

 

Pediatric and Adult Patients 
Treating Ear, Nose, Throat Problems  

Thyroid Nodules, Neck Masses & Sinusitis

Physicians: 
James P. Restrepo, M.D., FACS, ECNU 

Charles K. Lutz, M.D., FACS 
Jeffrey S. Driben, M.D., FACS, ECNU

Scott J. Cronin, M.D.
Adam P. Vasconcellos, M.D.

Nurse Practitioner: 
Rosemarie Montgomery

MS, CRNP, FNP-C

ENT Head & Neck Specialists, PC  
985 Berkshire Blvd., Wyomissing  
610-374-5599 • www.ent-hns.net

Providing diagnostic and rehabilitative services for all types of hearing loss, for any age group. 
Hearing and Balance Disorders 

State of the Art Hearing Aid Fittings 
In House Hearing Aid Repairs

Audiologists: 
 

Melanie A. Appler, AuD, FAAA
Matthew R. Bonsall, AuD, FAAA

Jenna L. Galan, AuD, CCC-A

Clockwise from top left, Rabbi Brian Michelson leads a Simchat Torah parade through the Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom parking lot during a special outdoor drive-in service; Rabbi Yosef Lipsker offers assistance 
with the lulav and etrog during Chabad’s Sushi in the Sukkah event; Chabad brings Sukkot obvservances to local homes and officesy with its Sukkah Mobile
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10













Continued from Page 5
silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania
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(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Contributions as of Oct. 16
Edwin & Alma N. ’51 Lakin Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Rita Wilikofsky – Sid and Esther Bratt, Louise Zeidman and family

Jewish Family Service
In memory of:

Rita Wilikofsky – Cheryl and Eric Farber, Andy and Corinne Wernick, Ruth 
Isenberg, Evelyn and Jay Lipschutz, Doris and Elliott Leisawitz, Carol and Gordon 
Perlmutter, Robert and Shirley Kauffman, Marcia and George Eligman

Elaine Levine – Cheryl and Eric Farber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, Sue 
Wachs, Shirley and Bob Kauffman, Anzie and Edward Golden, Al and Betsy Katz, 
Louise Zeidman, Michael Kastenbaum, Carol and Gordon Perlmutter, Larry and 
Shelley Fogelman and family, Warren and Connie Treegoob

Harold “Duke” Pototsky – Cheryl and Eric Farber, Marcia and George Eligman
Selma Cutler – Cheryl and Eric Farber, Al and Betsy Katz, Marcia and George 

Eligman

JFS Food Pantry
In memory of:

Rita Wilikofsky – Rosalye Yashek, Debbie and David Goldberg, Judy and Jim 
Schwank, Harriet Baskin

Elaine Levine – Judy and Jim Schwank

Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In memory of:

Elaine Levine – Debbie Goodman and John Moyer, Lynn and Jeff Driben, Dena 
and Vic Hammel

Rita Wilikofsky – Elaine Safir, Dena and Vic Hammel, Lynn and Jeff Driben, 
Anzie and Edward Golden

Harold “Duke” Pototsky – Anzie and Edward Golden
Selma Cutler – Debbie Goodman and John Moyer, Larry and Kate Goodman, 

Sam and Alex Goodman, Sue Wachs, Victoria, Alan, Alex and Olivia Rudolph, Anzie 
and Edward Golden, Amy Schein-Hollowbush(

Raie Fogelman – Elaine Safir
June Beck (Shelley Fogelman’s mother) – Lynn and Jeff Driben, Anzie and 

Edward Golden

Social Justice Fund
In memory of:

Selma Cutler – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer
Rita Wilikofsky – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer
Harold “Duke” Pototsky” – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Sue B. Viener Fund (PJ Library)
In memory of:

Rita Wilikofsky – Michele and Ben Leisawitz
Selma Cutler – George Viener and family

Harry and Rose Sack - Adult Programming
In memory of:

Sharyn Cohen – Albert and Nancy Sack
LaMaria Seaton – Albert and Nancy Sack, Darren Sack and Family

Friendship Circle Fund
In memory of:

June Beck (Shelley Fogelman’s mother) – Gaye and Glenn Corbin
Elaine Levine – Gaye and Glenn Corbin
Rita Wilikofsky – Gaye and Glenn Corbin

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund (Lakin Preschool)
In memory of:

Rita Wilikofsky – Beth and Bob Caster
Selma Cutler – Beth and Bob Caster
Elaine Levine – Beth and Bob Caster
June Beck (Shelley Fogelman’s mother) – Beth and Bob Caster

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  
Jewish Family Service    
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    
JFS Food Bank     
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  
Doris Levin Fund     
PJ Library Fund     
Harry & Rose Sack Fund    
Evelyn Thompson Fund    

Come see the Barrer & White difference! 

311 Penn Avenue, West Reading, 19611  BarrerAndWhite.com 610-376-3956        

James G. Barrer, DMD Douglas W. White, DMD 

WYOMISSING OPTOMETRIC CENTER
The Best Care In Sight!

Glenn S. Corbin, OD
Karen L. Heaney, OD
Perry C. Umlauf, OD

wyo-opto.com

WYOMISSING
  610-374-3134  

DOUGLASSVILLE
   610-385-4333   

MYERSTOWN
717-866-1400 

 

Heidi L. Sensenig, OD, MS
 

Kerry J. Burrell, OD
Amanda S. Legge, OD
Jeffrey Stefanick, OD

 

Comprehensive Vision & Medical Eye Care
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    Israeli-American cellist, conductor, and pedagogue Amit Peled, a musician of profound artistry 
and charismatic stage presence, is acclaimed worldwide as one of the most exciting and virtuo-
sic instrumentalists on the concert stage today. 
 Peled is a founding member of the Tempest Trio with pianist Alon Goldstein and violinist Ilya 
Kaler. Peled is founder of the Amit Peled Cello Gang, a touring group composed of students 
from his studio at the Peabody Institute at Johns Hopkins University, where he has taught since 
2003 and was one of the youngest professors ever hired by a major conservatory. Peled is also 
conductor and artistic director of the Mount Vernon Virtuosi, a chamber orchestra dedicated to 
launching the careers of recently graduated students.

Please use code READING in the community box when registering.
https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/WN_mAPiWyq6TTKMuvQt2b6UEQ

Co-Hosted by  Co-Sponsored by

Copies of A Cello Named Pablo autographed by Amit Peled available for purchase!
$22 includes signed book and shipping

A Cello Named Pablo: How Amit Peled Came to Play Pablo Cassis' Favorite Cello 
From the basketball courts of rural Israel to the grand symphony halls of the world playing

 one of the most famous string instruments of all time. The story of cellist Amit Peled and his 
journey with the cello and legacy of the great Pablo Casals.

"A beautifully illustrated story about how Pablo Casals' cello gets to 'sing again' in the 
hands of one of his biggest fans. Perfect for aspiring young string players."

Call Haia Mazuz (610-207-3071) to order. A perfect Chanukah gift!

__________________________________________________________________________________________

The Officers, Board members and staff of the Jewish Federation of 
Reading/Berks mourn the loss of longtime community member

Harold “Duke” Pototsky.
Duke will be fondly remembered for his hard work and dedication to 
benefit the physical activities and programs of our JCC on City Line 

Street.  He will be missed by all who knew him.


