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By Amanda J. Hornberger
and Margo Levin

The Jewish Federation of 
Reading/Berks held its Shine a 
Light on Antisemitism event in 
the heart of downtown Reading 
on Thursday, Dec. 7 with a 
menorah lighting followed by 
a reception at the Alvernia 
University John R. Post Center.

The turnout was excellent on 
this chilly night as the greater 
Berks County community joined 
in solidarity with the local Jewish 
community to form a group of 
more than 75 people celebrating 
and learning about Chanukah 
and taking a stance against 
antisemitism.

We were honored to have 
Reading Mayor Eddie Moran, 
state Sen. Judy Schwank, state 
Rep. Johanny Cepeda-Frytiz, 
Berks County Commissioner 
Christ ian Leinbach, state 
R e p .  M a r k  G i l l e n ,  a n d 
representatives from U.S. Rep. 
Chrissy Houlahan and Sen. 
Bob Casey’s offices. 

This reception gave us a 
unique opportunity to shine a 
light on the holiday of Hanukkah, 
which highlights the values that 
we as Americans all hold dear; 
that of democracy and freedom. 
As we see a rise in antisemitism, 
anti-Muslim sentiment and 
other forms of hate around the 
world, we stand here together 
to stress the importance of self-
determination and acceptance of 
others. We each must be a light 
unto the darkness that surrounds 
us. Together we must persevere 
and stay firm in our peaceful 
ideologies and our belief in 
having the freedom to practice 
the religion of our choice.

In a meaningful demonstration 
of our solidarity, friendship, and 
partnership, each of the eight 
candles on the menorah, which 
symbolize the eight nights of 
Hanukkah, were lit by leaders in 
the Reading community. May the 
light of the Hanukkah menorah 
help dispel darkness and bring 
our whole community closer 
together. Representatives of 
the LGBT Center of Reading, 
Reading Branch of NAACP, 
Centro Hispano, Islamic Center 
of Reading, and others helped 
light the menorah that evening.  

It has been an emotional few 
months, and during this painful 
time for Israel and the Jewish 

people, amid a war between 
Israel and Hamas and heightened 
antisemitism worldwide, it is even 
more essential that we come 
together. Our hearts ache for the 
families of all those affected and 
for the innocent Palestinians who 
suffer under Hamas’ brutality. We 
pray for all the hostages who 

are still in captivity and hope 
that they are returned to their 
families safely, and we pray for 
peace. The strength and unity 
we have seen in our community 
will propel us. 

We hope that the candles that 
burnt brightly that evening serve 
as a reminder of the ability to 

banish darkness and bring hope 
and light into our community. We 
are thankful for everyone who 
attended and participated in the 
event for taking the time to shine a 
light into the darkness and ensure 
that antisemitism and hatred of 
all forms has no place in Berks 
County.

Shine a Light event 
brightens downtown Reading
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By Laurie Waxler
Development Director

My guess is that when 
the majority of us think 
back on 2023 we would say 
it was filled with ups and 
downs. Some of us have 
lost close family members 
and beloved pets, some 
of us have relocated or 
made the move to a senior facility, leaving 
behind years of memories in your home of 
40+ years. Some have had health issues 
and other problems, and now we as a 
Jewish community are faced with rising 
antisemitism post Oct. 7. It can be hard to 
break away from all the sad news.

However, we can always find a positive. 
Some have welcomed new loved ones 
through marriage and birth, or perhaps 
you’ve opened up to a new adventure in 
your life. Maybe you’ve decided to brush 
up on an old hobby like knitting or piano 

to exercise your brain. I’m a true believer 
that only we can find the happiness in our 
lives, no one can do it for us, even though 
they may try! My positive is our new puppy, 
Gracie, as my husband and I decided we 
could all use a little more Grace in the 
world.

Please know your Jewish Federation 
is here for you, and our entire community, 
through the good and the bad, all year 
long. We share your happiness and 
are here to support you in your times 
of need. Our Jewish Family Service is 
a beacon of light for some, our Jewish 
Community Relations continues to work 
with non-Jewish partners strengthening 
relationships, our Programming Committee 
is continuously brainstorming new ideas for 
community members of all ages and our 
Shaliach is our living connection to Israel.

Please cont inue to support  our 
Federation through the Annual Campaign, 
together we will always be stronger.

By Laurie Waxler
In support of our Berks 

County Stands with Israel 
Emergency Rel ie f  Fund, 
Federation Board Chairperson 
Sheila Bornstein acknowledges 
that “the world changed for 
Israel and all Jews on Oct. 7, 
and they are yet again engaged 
in a great battle.”

Proud of our Federation’s 
long history of supporting Israel 
in its time of need, Sheila is 
thankful to Vic Hammel and 
Mike Fromm, co-chairs of the 
Campaign, for leading the effort, 
and to those who have already 
contributed.

“We are off to a great start 
but we need more people to add 
to the effort to keep Israel a light 
of hope for the Jewish people,” 
she added.

The Campaign has raised 
just over $300,000 in three short 
weeks to aid in humanitarian 
relief for all Israelis – Jewish and 
non-Jewish.  The committee has 
been hard at work sharing the 
message of hope for Israel and 
requesting meaningful donations 
from community members.

Committee member Paul 
Cohn shared his passion, 
stating: “Yet again, Israel is 
fighting for its right to live in 
peaceful co-existence.

“Israel and the United State 
have a long history of coming 
together in times of crisis, and 
the community’s financial help 
for humanitarian aid is needed 
and appreciated. Just as Berks 
County Jews have embraced 
and supported numerous local 
organizations and initiatives. We 
are now asking for your support 
during this critical time.”

 Paul shared a quote by the 
late Rev. Martin Luther King Jr.: 
“Peace for Israel means security, 
and we must stand with all of our 

might to protect its right to exist, 
its territorial integrity and the 
right to use whatever sea lanes 
it needs. I see Israel, and never 
mind saying it, as one of the great 
outposts of democracy in the 
world, and a marvelous example 
of what can be done, how desert 
land can be transformed into 
an oasis of brotherhood and 
democracy. Peace for Israel 
means security and that security 
must be a reality.” (address to 
the Rabbinical Assembly March 
26, 1968)

The Campaign is supported 
by a dollar-for-dollar match by 
the Foundation of the Jewish 
Federation of Reading until April 
30, so whatever your gift, it will 
be doubled up to a total of $1 
million.

Make your gift today at www.
ReadingJewishCommunity.
org or mail your check to the 
Jewish Federation at 1100 
Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, 
Wyomissing, PA 19610, please 
denote “Israel Campaign” in the 
memo line.

Interfaith Passport program going strong
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On Dec. 3 our Berks 
Interfaith Passport 
grouplearned about 
Christianity at the 
Wyomissing Public 
Library as the third 
Abrahamic faith the 
group explored. The 

children decorated plates 
with words of kindness. 

The program brings 
together Jewish, Christian 

and Muslim students in 
Berks County to learn 

about one another’s faiths 
and encourage greater 

understanding.

We all need a little more Grace in the world.

Israel relief  campaign off  to strong start

Berks County 

Stands with Israel

We all need a little Grace
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By Brian Chartock
CEO

A ve r y  spec i a l 
Jewish  ho l iday  i s 
fast approaching. Tu 
B’Shevat, also known 
as the Jewish New Year 
for Trees, is a special 
holiday celebrated in 
the Jewish calendar. 
Falling on the 15th day of the Hebrew 
month of Shevat, typically in late January 
or early February, Tu B’Shevat holds 
cultural and religious significance for 
Jewish communities around the world. 
This year, the holiday of Tu B’Shevat 
begins on the evening of Wednesday, 
Jan. 24, and concludes Thursday 
evening, Jan. 25.

Tu B’Shevat is deeply rooted in 
ag r i cu l tu ra l  and  env i ronmenta l 
symbolism. The holiday marks the 
beginning of the agricultural cycle in 
Israel and is often referred to as “Rosh 
Hashanah La’Ilanot” or the New Year for 
Trees. The timing of this is strategic in 
nature (quite literally), as it is believed 
that by this date, the winter rains have 
nourished the soil, and the sap begins 
to rise in the trees, signifying the start of 
a new fruit-bearing season. 

Observance of Tu B’Shevat involves 
various customs and rituals. For example, 
one common tradition is the consumption 
of a variety of fruits, particularly those 
associated with the Land of Israel. 
This symbolic act connects people 
to the land and nature, emphasizing 
the importance of sustainability and 
appreciation for the Earth’s bounty. 
Another notable custom is the planting 
of trees. Many communities take part in 
tree-planting ceremonies, contributing 
to environmental conservation and 
emphasizing the Jewish value of 
stewardship over the Earth. This act of 
planting serves as a tangible expression 
of the commitment to preserving and 
protecting the environment for future 
generations. 

While Tu B’Shevat is not typically 
thought of as a biblical festival, it has 
gained spiritual significance over time. 
In Jewish mysticism, particularly in the 
Kabbalistic tradition, Tu B’Shevat is 
associated with the Tree of Life (Etz 
Chaim in Hebrew). The holiday is seen 
as a day to focus on spiritual growth and 
renewal, paralleling the rejuvenation of 
trees in nature. 

In contemporary times, Tu B’Shevat 
has evolved into a day for environmental 

awareness and ecological responsibility. 
Many Jewish communities organize 
educational programs, ecological 
initiatives and events that promote 
sustainable living. In many Jewish 
settings, the holiday has become a 
platform to discuss environmental issues 
and the importance of conserving natural 
resources. 

Tu B’Shevat stands as a unique 
celebration that beautifully weaves 
together elements of nature, agriculture, 
and spirituality. As Jews around the world 
gather to partake in the symbolic customs 
of eating fruits and planting trees, they 
are reminded of their connection to the 
Earth and the responsibility to protect 
and cherish the environment. In a world 
increasingly facing ecological challenges, 
Tu B’Shevat serves as a timely reminder 
of the importance of sustainable practices 
and the enduring link between humanity 
and the natural world.  Check this issue 
of Shalom for some amazing community 
programs from the Reading/Berks Jewish 
Community.

Trees symbolize life. And it remains 
incumbent upon us to nurture that growth 
so that it endures.

As a Jewish community — an 
extension of our own family trees — l 

et us embrace the common Jewish 
and American values we share as 
wecontinue to stand together as one 
people. One of the most comprehensive 
mitzvot of the Torah is the mitzvah of 
Ahavat Yisrael — the love for another 
Jew. In essence, this mitzvah points to 
the unity of all Jews as if they constitute 
a single entity. Therefore, any action 
by a Jew, whether negative or positive, 
is consequential to the entire Jewish 
people. 

The Jewish people have a rich and 
complex history that spans thousands 
of years. Throughout this time, we 
have faced numerous challenges and 
triumphs; however, one thing that has 
remained constant is the importance of 
unity.

Today, more than ever it remains 
essential that we remain more united 
than divided. Just like nature and science 
often go hand in hand, so too must 
we remember that it is only through 
the Jewish people staying unified that 
we stand our greatest chances of 
ensuring that our values, traditions and 
culture continue to thrive d’or l’dor — for 
generations to come.

L’Shalom,
Brian

From the CEO’s Desk

A tree (of  life) grows in Berks County
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Jewish Federations of North America
Jewish Federations of North America’s 

drive to provide emergency relief to Israel 
following Hamas’s brutal Oct. 7 attack 
has reached $711.5 million, $242 million 
of which has already been allocated to 
the most pressing needs on the ground 
through nearly 300 partner organizations.

Organizations that have received 
funds include the Jewish Agency for 
Israel, JDC, World ORT, Israel Trauma 
Coalition, United Hatzalah, Magen David 
Adom, ZAKA, Chabad, and over a dozen 
hospitals and medical organizations.

Below are some of the focus areas 
for Jewish Federation funds: 

Food Security 
More than 125,000 Israelis were 

evacuated by the Israeli government 
since the beginning of the war, many 
of whom have since lost the ability 
to provide for themselves. Tens of 
thousands more evacuated on their own 
and are internally displaced.

Jewish Federations have funded nine 
organizations providing food packages, 
hot meals and grocery vouchers to 
affected Israelis. We are regularly in 
contact with these agencies to make sure 
that necessary resources reach those 
who most need them.

Bedouin Israelis
On Oct. 7, many members of Israel’s 

Bedouin community risked their lives 
to save Jews. They also suffered direct 
losses on that day; there are Bedouin 
hostages being held in Gaza as of mid-
December, and at least 26 Bedouin have 
been killed by Hamas. There are more than 
300,000 Bedouin living in Israel’s south, 
one-third of whom do not have access 
to bomb shelters or safe rooms. To date, 
$904,640 of Federation’s collective funds 
have been allocated to organizations 
providing services and assistance to 
Bedouin communities.  A full list of these 
organizations can be found here.

People with Disabilities
For the thousands of Israelis evacuated 

from the country’s confrontation zones, it is 
a time of disruption, uncertainty, fear, and 
trauma. These challenges are magnified 
for people with disabilities who often need 
adaptive living arrangements and rely 

upon a daily routine and additional special 
services, and who often face greater 
hardship from displacement. Disabled 
Israelis who have not faced evacuation 
also have elevated needs during this crisis.

In this time of darkness, Jewish 
Federations are ensuring that thousands of 
disabled Israelis — Jews and non-Jews — 
are provided the support they need to live 
with the dignity they deserve, and, to this 
end, have funded these 15 organizations. 

Pastoral Guidance
and Rabbinic Services

The magnitude of the tragedy on Oct. 7 
has required a rapid expansion of rabbinic 
services connected to death, mourning 
and spiritual guidance for the bereaved. 
Jewish Federations a have provided this 
support through a range of programs 
supported by the Israel Emergency Fund.  
Organizations that have received funds 
to provide these services include Hesed 
Haim V’Emet,  IMPJ - Israel Movement for 
Progressive Judaism, Masorti Movement, 
the Shalom Hartman Institute, and 
Solomon Schechter. A full list of these 
organizations can be found here.   

Doing more to help
The fundraising campaign is only 

one part of how Jewish Federations 
are working to support Israel. We 
have launched the largest community 
mobilization effort to support Israel in 
our history. As part of that mobilization, 
we organized the March for Israel in 
Washington, the largest pro-Israel 
rally in the nation’s history, alongside 
the Conference of Presidents of Major 
American Jewish Organizations.

O u r  # B l u e R i b b o n s F o r I s r a e l 
Campaign has distributed hundreds of 
thousands of ribbons in support of the  
innocents still being held hostage by 
Hamas in Gaza. We have initiated a 
series of solidarity missions to Israel that 
will continue as a clear show of support.

If you would like to support the 
humantarian needs of these innocent 
civilians in Israel, and others like 
them,  please consider a donation 
to  our  Is rae l  Emergency Rel ie f 
Fund to help fund  by visiting www.
ReadingJewishCommunity.org

Federations providing badly needed aid in Israel
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Partnering with community 
for annual MLK Youth Day of  Service

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Kids 5 and older are invited to 

make this Martin Luther King Jr. 
Day a day of service! Join us on 
Monday, Jan. 15, as we gather 
with our community partners from 
Berks Interfaith Passport to serve 
the community.

We will gather from 10 a.m. 
to noon at Immanuel United 
Church of Christ, 99 S. Waverly 
St. Shillington, for a morning of 
service.

We w i l l  have  p ro jec t s 
for all ages including no-sew 
blankets, creating 500 power 
pack snack kits for Gov. Mifflin 
School District students, making 
over 300 sandwiches for New 
Journey Community Outreach in 
Reading and so much more! Adult 
volunteers are also invited to join.

Observed each year on the 

third Monday in January, MLK 
Day is the only federal holiday 
designated as a National Day 
of Service to encourage all 
Americans to volunteer to improve 
their communities.

The theme for this year’s 
National Day of Service is “I 
will serve” and we hope many 
children in our community will 
answer yes to that charge.

Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
said “Darkness cannot drive out 
darkness; only light can do that. 
Hate cannot drive out hate; only 
love can do that.” In this time 
of rising antisemitism and hate 
throughout our country and world, 
we invite the community to come 
together to serve on January 15th!

RSVPs requested to Amanda 
Wertz at info@jfreading.org by 
Friday, Jan. 12.

No-Sew Blankets

Food Packaging
Sandwich Making

MLK YOUTH DAY OF
SERVICE

Monday, January 15
10 am - 12 pm
Immanuel UCC

99 S. Waverly St. Shillington

Projects geared for kids ages 5+.
Adult volunteers welcome!

RSVP to info@jfreading.org or
610-921-0624
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From Federation staff
The seventh-grade Global Studies and 

English classes at Wilson Southern Middle 
School are embarking on a journey to learn 
about the Holocaust. While learning about 
the atrocities and inhumanity of that period, 
the students will be trying to answer the 
question, “What is 6 million?” It is a concept 
and a number most of us cannot fathom, yet 
the teachers would like to make it tangible 
for the students. 

Inspired by the documentary “6 Million 
Paper Clips,” the classes will be collecting 
paper clips, one representing each 
Jewish life lost during the Holocaust, as 
a way to honor those lives. 

Why paper clips? Norwegians wore 
them as a silent protest and symbol 
of resistance and unity against Nazi 
occupation during World War II. 

Wilson Southern is asking for help 
from the community. The students will be 
reaching out to teachers, family members, 
community businesses, and maybe even 
some willing celebrities to donate paper 
clips to the project. The teachers are asking 
that people send counted paper clips so the 
students can have an accurate count 

It’s not clear how long this will take, but 
the classes are hoping to finish by spring.

The students also have the number 11 
million in mind, as each life lost during the 
Holocaust was a life cut short too soon. 
Not only were Jews targeted, but also 

anyone the Nazi regime deemed unfit, 
including the disabled, political enemies, 
or anyone whose ideology conflicted with 
Nazi beliefs. 

Send paper clips to Wilson Southern 
Middle School, Attn: Lauren O’Brien, 
3100 Iroquois Ave., Sinking Spring, PA 
19608

Wilson students embark on Holocaust project

Federation official honored
by Girl Scouts of  Eastern Pa.

By Laurie Waxler
F e d e r a t i o n  i s  p r o u d  t o 

announce that our own Amanda 
Hornberger,  ch ie f  opera t ing 
officer, has been chosen as a Take 
the Lead honoree by Girl Scouts 
of Eastern Pennsylvania!

This leadership initiative brings 
together inspiring women in Berks 
County with budding young leaders 
actively involved in Girl Scouting.

As an honoree, Amanda will 
serve as a mentor to one young 
woman, who will in turn present 
Amanda with her award at the Girl 

Scouts Take the Lead event on 
April 3 at the DoubleTree.  

Nominated for her dedication 
and commitment to Federation 
and the Holocaust Library and 
Resource Center, Amanda is 
also active in the community with 
the Gift of Life program following 
the death of her mother, who 
became an organ donor and 
forever changed the l ives of 
others awaiting transplant.

Amanda is a leader in her 
church along with a variety of other 
community volunteer activities. 

She will receive the award along 
with three other inspiring women, 
Christi Terefenko, co-founder of 
VoiceUp Berks; Glynis Fitzgerald, 
president of Alvernia University; 
and Auria Bradley, executive 
director of  career t ra in ing & 
community education at Reading 
Area Community College.

Please jo in Federat ion in 
congratulating Amanda on receiving 
this amazing honor.

For more information about Take 
the Lead, please visit www.gsep.
org/takethelead.
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Israel21c.org
First the terrorists set fire to all the 

cars at Kibbutz Nir Oz so that nobody 
could escape. Next they sabotaged the 
water supply, so they couldn’t put out 
the flames. 

Then, accompanied by women and 
teenagers, they embarked on their cold, 
calculated killing and kidnapping spree 
at Kibbutz Nir Oz.

On the morning of Saturday, Oct. 7, 
the kibbutz was home to 427 people. 
Within hours, 40 of them had been 
murdered and 79, including 16 children 
and a nine-month old baby, had been 
abducted to Gaza, just 1.4 miles away. 

Here, four survivors tell their harrowing 
stories.

Waiting for her sons
Renana Jacob is haunted by the last 

words she heard from her two boys — 
Yagel, 12, and Or, 16 — over the phone 
as they were snatched from their house. 

“You can’t take me, I’m too young!” 
Or told the terrorists.

“A 12-year-old was begging for his 
life, trying to get the international law in 
his favor,” said Renana, 56.

“This was the last I heard from him. 
My boys used to call me every two 
minutes. It used to drive me nuts, it was 
always at important meetings. And now 
all I’m wishing for is to have that phone 
call, to hear them again, nagging me.

“Look at your phones and see the 
last time you had a call from your son or 
daughter and what were the last words 
you heard from them. These were the last 
words I heard them say and it was over 
a month ago.”

That final call came from the family’s 
reinforced “safe room,” designed to offer 
physical protection from missiles but not 
to keep out intruders.

Renana, who was at a nearby kibbutz 
at the time, heard voices speaking 

Arabic, heard the door being forced open, 
and then the line went dead.

“I think of them, alone in a pit or a 
dark tunnel, with no sense of time,” she 
says in an animated video produced to 
publicize their plight.

“I hope that they are together, keeping 
each other strong and that they are with 
other children who were also kidnapped.”

Terrorists from Palestinian Islamic 
Jihad, a group associated with Hamas, 
released a psychological warfare video 
of Yagel and another hostage.

“I know you’re all curious,” Renana 
said. “So I’m just going say it in one 
sentence because I’m not going to 
discuss it. Yes, it was Yagel on the video. I 
was very happy to see him alive and well. 

“He was as sharp and intelligent as 
he always is. And I will not fall into the 
trap that Hamas and Jihad are trying to 
get me into, so you will not get any other 
reactions to this video.”

Renana, who managed a nearby 
kibbutz before the massacre, is 
desperately waiting for news of her 
two boys, but also keen to highlight the 
suffering of others.

She tells of a 12-year-old girl having 
a sleepover with her grandma. They 
were both murdered and the house was 
burned down. And a mother of three who 
was abducted with her three children 
by terrorists on motorbikes after her 
husband was shot and badly wounded.

She and two daughters fell from the 
bike and escaped. She watched helplessly 
as her 12-year-old disappeared into the 
distance. Her husband is presumed to 
also have been kidnapped.

She owes her life to an oar
Irit Lahav and her daughter Lotus, 22, 

owe their lives to the oar from a rowboat. 
They used it to barricade themselves 
inside the safe room after terrorists broke 
into their home.

“We used the oar from a rowboat I 
had as a child, and a vacuum cleaner,” 
said Irit. “We tied them together and tied 
them to the door handle.  

“They tried to come into our safe 
room five times. The first time they tried 
for eight long minutes. We’re just holding 
hands and saying how much we love 
each other, saying goodbye words.

“We kept silent, we turned off the 
lights, we just wrote to each other. We 
had our cell phones luckily, and we had 
the dog. I was afraid that the dog may 
bark but it didn’t.”

Mother and daughter hid under a 
table, with books piled up in front of them, 
hoping that if the terrorists did storm 
the safe room, the books would provide 
some protection from their bullets.

They survived, physically unharmed, 
but it took 12 hours before IDF soldiers 
arrived.

“Nearly every family you meet has 
lost relatives, parents, brothers, sisters 

or best friends,” said Irit, who grew up 
living, eating, sleeping and working with 
other kibbutz children rather than in her 
parents’ home.

“When I hear that people have been 
murdered or kidnapped it’s like my family, 
because we grew up so closely together. 
They are like my brothers and sisters.

She said the shooting started at 6:35 
a.m. “There was constant [noise from] 
automatic weapons and grenades until 
4pm, no silent moment, an unimaginable 
amount of artillery. Now we understand 
where all the money went to from the 
European Union to support the Gaza 
Strip.”

She displays pictures of what remains 
of the kibbutz. The terrorists cut the gas 
pipes to half the houses after plundering 
them. They then burned them, said Irit, to 
make sure there was nothing left.

“They took everything they could 
find – money, wallets, cellphones, TV, 

Continued on Page 7

Survivors of  Kibbutz Nir Oz share their stories

Irit Lahav with a picture of what remains of her home on Kibbutz Nir Oz. Israel21c.org photo by John Jeffay
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Continued from Page 6
my daughter’s expensive cameras, 
jewelry, shoes, sandals, bicycles and 
motorbikes.” 

They took her small stone Buddha, 
but left behind the bigger one, made of 
marble and weighing 46kg.

Irit describes herself as a peace loving 
pro-Palestinian person. “My mother used 
to tell me I was more Palestinian than the 
Palestinians themselves,” she said. Irit 
used to regularly drive Palestinians from 
Gaza to hospital appointments in Tel Aviv.

“I was sure that in 2005 when Israel 
moved out of the Gaza Strip, that they got 
what they want. They got their own land. 
Finally peace will come. And I was totally 
shocked. Two months later, missiles were 
landing on us.”

‘The terrorists knew our house’
Natali Yohanan is convinced the terrorists 

knew the precise layout of her home. Within 
seconds they’d found the electricity box – 
concealed behind a shower – and cut the 
power to the safe room where she and her 
family had taken refuge.

“It would have taken me a couple of 
minutes; they did it in 15 seconds,” said 
Natali, 37, an elementary school English 
teacher.

Her husband heard shooting and 
opened the front door. “There were four 
Hamas terrorists waiting for him. They 
knew our house and they were waiting 
for him,” said Natali. 

Her husband had a gun, she said, but 
after 40 minutes he was screaming for 
her to open the door because he’d run 
out of ammunition. As she let him in, she 
felt a bullet just miss her arm.

They hid in their safe room, in the dark 
and the stifling heat, as the terrorists tried 
repeatedly to get in, banging on the door 
every half hour.

“My husband was holding the door for 
12 hours straight because there was no 
lock. We don’t have locks on our doors 
or windows,” said Natali.

“My house is small, the corridor is 
so small the terrorist couldn’t hold the 
weapon and shoot the door. So he 
started kicking the door, but the corridor 
is so narrow he couldn’t kick the door.”

They heard him curse, then return to 
their living room, with another terrorist 
and a young woman, and settle down to 
watch Netflix in Arabic on their TV, which 
they later stole.

At one point they rolled what sounded 
like a grenade along the floor towards the 

safe room, hoping to trick them into coming 
out. They later discovered it was a pickle jar.

The intruders were calm and relaxed. 
It was a party for them, she said.

“The woman started singing, and she 
asked [the terrorists] ‘Are you hungry? Are 
you thirsty?’ and she went into my fridge.”

Natali could smell the soup and the 
toast from the safe room. She could hear 
the woman rifling through her clothes, 
makeup and jewelry in her bedroom.

“She even took dirty clothes from the 
laundry. It was so humiliating, I could hear 
her going through my closet. My eight-
year-old son could hear them stealing 
boardgames from his room.”

The terrorists left after five hours. 
It was even scarier, said Natali, not 
knowing what to expect next.

“We sat like that for 12 hours in the 
dark, no water,” she said. “The kids were 
naked because it was so hot. We kept 
telling them the army is coming.”

When the IDF finally arrived, it took 
several minutes for Natali and her family 
to believe they were genuine, not a 
Hamas ruse.

Watching via a security camera
Eyal Barad took refuge in his safe 

room and watched helplessly via the 
camera outside his home as a neighbor was 

kidnapped by Hamas terrorists. The camera 
relayed pictures in real time to his phone.

“I had no gun, I couldn’t do anything,” 
the 40-year-old engineer said. “All I could 
do was stay by the door and listen to 
what was going on outside. I knew if I 
opened the door and go out, I’m dead 
with my family. 

“The kids wanted to go out and have 
fun, like every other Saturday. I had to tell 
them they can’t go, there are dead people 
outside. If we go out they will kill us.”

He saw a car arriving, and six or 
seven terrorists jump out. He has video 
of them riding around on his bike and his 
wife’s bike before stealing them. There 
is a young woman and a teenage boy in 
the footage. 

Eyal doesn’t understand how he, his 
wife and their three children — Rotem, 
aged 18 months, Almog, 4, and Carmel, 
6 — managed to survive. The terrorists 
knocked on their door, he could see them 
approaching the house on his phone, but 
they didn’t force an entry.

“I was scared, not for myself but for 
my kids. I didn’t know what was going 
to happen. The fact that I’m here is a 
miracle. I have no explanation why I 
survived.”

Tragically, his wife’s father, also a 

kibbutz member, was shot and died four 
hours later in his wife’s arms. “If he’d had 
help he would have survived. He was 80, 
but he would have survived,” said Eyal.  

Eyal was busy deleting updates from 
his mother-in-law, so his wife wouldn’t 
see the terrible news, as his breathing 
became shallower. She’d given her 
phone to the kids to play with.

“I was getting messages that houses 
are getting burned, people are getting 
shot,” said Eyal. “People posted messages 
on WhatsApp saying they’d been shot, 
their house was on fire,” he said.

“People were saying terrorists are in 
their house, please come and help. My 
older daughter is autistic and she thought 
this was a game, she did not understand 
the situation we were in.

“I asked her to be quiet, but most of the 
time she was shouting, she was thrashing 
around, she was making a lot of noise. I 
had to hold my hand over her mouth.

If you would like to support the 
humantarian needs of these innocent 
civilians in Israel, and others like 
them,  please consider a donation 
to  our  Is rae l  Emergency Rel ie f 
Fund to help fund  by visiting www.
ReadingJewishCommunity.org

Eyal Barad showing a still from his CCTV camera showing a neighbor being abducted on a motorbike. Israel21c.org photo by John Jeffay
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By Amanda J. Hornberger
Join us for a program on tapping our 

hidden potential on Monday, Jan. 8, at 
1:30 p.m. at the Highlands in Wyomissing 
Cultural Center, 2000 Cambridge Ave. 
It’s the latest in the Jewish Federation 
of Reading Berks’ Art, Culture & Ideas 
series.

The pre-recorded program features 
New York Times-bestselling authors 
Adam Grant and Malcolm Gladwell 
discussing how we can tap into our vast 
reserves of untapped ingenuity. Grant 
is the author of the new book “Hidden 
Potential: The Science of Achieving 
Greater Things.”

Offering an innovative new framework 
for how we can think about talent and 
personal expectation in the realms of 
business, sports, scientific discovery, and 
beyond, “Hidden Potential” is an exploration 
of how to create opportunities for ourselves 
with the power of aspiration and motivation. 
Tennis legend Serena Williams called 

it  a “brilliant book [that] will shatter your 
assumptions about what it takes to improve 
and succeed” (Serena Williams).

Hear Grant discuss his discoveries 
with Gladwell — why he undertook the 
project, how we can all tap into our talents 
more effectively, stories that didn’t make 
it into the book, and more.

Follow us on social media! 

Jewish Federation of Reading & 
Jewish Cultural Center of Reading 

         @jfedreadingberks 

 

Don’t forget to share your email with us to keep on 
the latest Community news! 

Send us an email at info@jfreading.org to get 
added to our email l ist! 

Program at Highlands helps us tap into our ingenuity

By Ziv Laskin
Last month I shared my family’s 

immigration story during a program at 
the Exeter Community Library.

My grandmother and her family 
came to Israel in 1950 under the special 
operation known as “Ezra & Nehemiah”

Let ’s  go back in  h is tory  and 
understand how the Jewish people 
arrived in Iraq. Three thousand years 
ago, the land of Israel was made up of 
two big kingdoms: Judea and Israel. 
Jewish sovereignty ended in 597 BCE 
because of the conquest of Jerusalem 
by Nebuchadnezzar, the king of Babylon. 
Later he destroyed the First Temple.  

Fifty-eight years later, under the rule 
of King Cyrus, the king of Persia. the 
Jewish people returned to Israel and 
built the Second Temple in Jerusalem. 
However, the Jewish people were 
expelled once again from their homeland 
by the Romans in 70 BCE. It would take 
2,000 years until the Jewish people could 
come back home and rebuild.

Some of the exiled Jews settled in 
Iraq. The Iraqi Jews blended in the local 
society and even were key figures in 
commerce and government.

For instance, Sassoon Eskell was the 
country’s first minister of finance and a 
permanent Member of Parliament during 
the British Mandate in Iraq.

At the same time, the Jewish people in 
Iraq continued to observe their traditions 
and rituals. Jewish children learned 
Hebrew and Torah and dreamed about 

returning to Jerusalem. 
In 1932, the British left Iraq, and it 

became an Islamic Arab independent 
state. Unfortunately, that change led to a 
predicament for the country’s Jews. The 
Jews in Iraq experienced degradation, 
violence and discrimination.

The largest event against the Jews 
was the “Farhud,” a violent pogrom. Many 
Jews were killed or injured by the police 
and civilians, and Jewish businesses 
were destroyed.

After years of discrimination and 
persecution, in 1950 Iraq passed a law 
allowing the Jewish people to immigrate 
to Israel, under one condition, leave 
behind all their properties and give up 
their Iraqi citizenship.

Israel began the operation “Ezra & 
Nehemiah” in order to rescue the Jews. It 
took one-and-a-half years. Approximately 
110,000 Jewish people were rescued in 
that operation. My family was among 
them. Today, very few Jewish people 
live in Iraq.

 It has been always a dream to return 
to Israel. After 2,000 years the Jewish 
people returned and created the Jewish 
state, Israel. Our country provides safety, 
security, and freedom for all Jewish 
people. It is also a home for 10 million 
Israelis of many different religions and 
ethnicities.

I am so grateful that my family 
together with hundreds of thousands of 
families immigrated to Israel to rebuild a 
Jewish state in the land of our ancestors.

The Jews of  Iraq
find refuge in Israel

Berks County teens Bella Karchevsky and Alexandra Levin attended 
the BBYO winter convention in December.  If you would like more 
information of how to get involved in BBYO contact adviser Luba 

Karchevsky at Luba.karchevsky@gmail.com

BBYO convention

Please support
our advertisers.
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By Cantor Ted Prosnitz
Kesher Zion Synagogue

The English name for the month of 
January comes from the Roman god 
Janus. Janus was the god of doorways, 
through which one could either enter or 
exit.  Hence, depictions show him facing 
in two opposite directions.  At the same 
time that January marks the beginning, 
on our secular calendar, it marks an 
ending, of the previous year.  At such 
times, it is common to reflect on the past 
and make resolutions for the future.

There are words that can also mean 
two different, in fact opposite, things 
at the same time.  Sometimes called 
Janus words, they are known as auto-
antonyms.  English examples include 
dust: you can dust off something by 
removing dust, or you can dust a cake 
with flour, adding to it; or cleave: you can 
cleave something by cutting it apart, or 
you can cleave to something, attaching 
or binding to it.

Hebrew has a fair share of these 
Janus words.  Perhaps the most notable 

example is       (Elokim): meaning 
Hashem, but sometimes used to mean 
(false) gods. In fact, Psalm 82, verse 1, 
provides an example where this word 
conveys both meanings in the same 
verse.

 
A psalm of Asaph.  God stands in 

the divine assembly; among the divine 
beings He pronounces judgment.

We just finished celebrating Hanukkah. 
Prior to the successful Maccabean revolt, 
the Syrian-Greek ruler Antiochus IV 
had stopped the Jews from reading and 
studying Torah.  In its place, portions from 
the Prophets were read in synagogues.  
Following the Jewish victory and the 
rededication of the Temple (chanukkah 
habayit) the reading of the Torah was 
reinstituted, but the reading from the 
Prophets was not discontinued.  A maftir 
aliyah was added to Shabbat’s seven, and 
then the haftarah, the prophetic portion, 
was read. Both words, maftir and haftarah, 
come from the Hebrew root p(f)tr.

It means “opening,” as we will read 
this month:  “every 
first-born that opens a womb” (Ex. 
13:2). But it also means “dismiss.”  
Therefore, maftir means concluding, 
and the haftarah is the continuation (not 
half-Torah).

In January, we begin reading from 
the Book of Shemot/Exodus, according 
to our luach/Hebrew calendar. This 
book, perhaps more than any book of 

the Bible, has inspired people around 
the globe and supported them when 
they were subjugated and treated as 
lesser human-beings. It teaches that 
Hashem has a role in human history.  
Many of our prayers recall and praise 
God for redeeming the Israelites from 
bondage.

At Sinai, Hashem reaffirms His eternal 
covenant with the people Israel.  But a 
covenant has more than one party.  The 
Israelites are bound to not just believe 
in God, but to behave according to His 
teachings (Torah).

Around the time of the Jewish ritual 
New Year, on Rosh Hashanah and 
on Yom Kippur, during the Unetaneh 
Tokef prayer, we say, yikarei v’chotam 
yad kol adam bo/each person writes 
the i r  own deeds in  the Book of 
Remembrance.  

Luach, mentioned above, means 
“calendar.”  But luach also means 
“tablet.”  What deeds will you write on 
your personal luach this January and 
beyond?

January — A beginning and an ending

 

January- a Beginning and an Ending 

The English name for the month of January comes from the 
Roman god, Janus.  Janus was the god of doorways, through which one 
could either enter or exit.  Hence, depictions show him facing in two 
opposite directions.  At the same time that January marks the beginning, 
on our secular calendar, it marks an ending, of the previous year.  At 
such times, it is common to reflect on the past and make resolutions for 
the future. 

There are words that can also mean two different, in fact opposite, 
things at the same time.  Sometimes called Janus words, they are known 
as auto-antonyms.  English examples include dust: you can dust off 
something by removing dust, or you can dust a cake with flour, adding 
to it; or cleave: you can cleave something by cutting it apart, or you can 
cleave to something, attaching or binding to it. 

Hebrew has a fair share of these Janus words.  Perhaps the most 
notable example is  יםקאל  (Elokim): meaning Hashem, but sometimes 
used to mean (false) gods. In fact, Psalm 82, verse 1, provides an 
example where this word conveys both meanings in the same verse. 

ף    סָ֥ לֹמִזמְ֗וֹר לְאָ֫ רֶב  יםקא" ל בְּקֶ֖ ב בַּעֲדַת־אֵ֑ יםנצִָּ֥ ט׃  אֱלֹהִ֣ ֹֽ ישְִׁפּ  

A psalm of Asaph.  God stands in the divine assembly; 
among the divine beings He pronounces judgment. 

We just finished celebrating Hanukkah. Prior to the successful 
Maccabean revolt, the Syrian-Greek ruler Antiochus IV had stopped the 
Jews from reading and studying Torah.  In its place, portions from the 

 

January- a Beginning and an Ending 

The English name for the month of January comes from the 
Roman god, Janus.  Janus was the god of doorways, through which one 
could either enter or exit.  Hence, depictions show him facing in two 
opposite directions.  At the same time that January marks the beginning, 
on our secular calendar, it marks an ending, of the previous year.  At 
such times, it is common to reflect on the past and make resolutions for 
the future. 

There are words that can also mean two different, in fact opposite, 
things at the same time.  Sometimes called Janus words, they are known 
as auto-antonyms.  English examples include dust: you can dust off 
something by removing dust, or you can dust a cake with flour, adding 
to it; or cleave: you can cleave something by cutting it apart, or you can 
cleave to something, attaching or binding to it. 

Hebrew has a fair share of these Janus words.  Perhaps the most 
notable example is  יםקאל  (Elokim): meaning Hashem, but sometimes 
used to mean (false) gods. In fact, Psalm 82, verse 1, provides an 
example where this word conveys both meanings in the same verse. 

ף    סָ֥ לֹמִזמְ֗וֹר לְאָ֫ רֶב  יםקא" ל בְּקֶ֖ ב בַּעֲדַת־אֵ֑ יםנצִָּ֥ ט׃  אֱלֹהִ֣ ֹֽ ישְִׁפּ  

A psalm of Asaph.  God stands in the divine assembly; 
among the divine beings He pronounces judgment. 

We just finished celebrating Hanukkah. Prior to the successful 
Maccabean revolt, the Syrian-Greek ruler Antiochus IV had stopped the 
Jews from reading and studying Torah.  In its place, portions from the 

 

January- a Beginning and an Ending 

The English name for the month of January comes from the 
Roman god, Janus.  Janus was the god of doorways, through which one 
could either enter or exit.  Hence, depictions show him facing in two 
opposite directions.  At the same time that January marks the beginning, 
on our secular calendar, it marks an ending, of the previous year.  At 
such times, it is common to reflect on the past and make resolutions for 
the future. 

There are words that can also mean two different, in fact opposite, 
things at the same time.  Sometimes called Janus words, they are known 
as auto-antonyms.  English examples include dust: you can dust off 
something by removing dust, or you can dust a cake with flour, adding 
to it; or cleave: you can cleave something by cutting it apart, or you can 
cleave to something, attaching or binding to it. 

Hebrew has a fair share of these Janus words.  Perhaps the most 
notable example is  יםקאל  (Elokim): meaning Hashem, but sometimes 
used to mean (false) gods. In fact, Psalm 82, verse 1, provides an 
example where this word conveys both meanings in the same verse. 

ף    סָ֥ לֹמִזמְ֗וֹר לְאָ֫ רֶב  יםקא" ל בְּקֶ֖ ב בַּעֲדַת־אֵ֑ יםנצִָּ֥ ט׃  אֱלֹהִ֣ ֹֽ ישְִׁפּ  

A psalm of Asaph.  God stands in the divine assembly; 
among the divine beings He pronounces judgment. 

We just finished celebrating Hanukkah. Prior to the successful 
Maccabean revolt, the Syrian-Greek ruler Antiochus IV had stopped the 
Jews from reading and studying Torah.  In its place, portions from the 

Prophets were read in synagogues.  Following the Jewish victory and the 
rededication of the Temple (chanukkah habayit) the reading of the Torah 
was reinstituted, but the reading from the Prophets was not discontinued.  
A maftir aliyah was added to Shabbat’s seven, and then the haftarah, 
the prophetic portion, was read.  Both words, maftir and haftarah, 
come from the Hebrew root øèô�p(f)tr.  øèô�means “opening”, as 

we will read this month: í Æç Æø� ì Èk ø Æè Æt ø Éåë Àa� ì Èë�every first-born that 
opens a womb (Ex. 13:2). But øèô�also means “dismiss.”  Therefore, 
maftir means concluding, and the haftarah is the continuation (not half-
Torah). 

In January, we begin reading from the Book of Shemot/Exodus, 
according to our luach/Hebrew calendar.  This Book, perhaps more than 
any book of the Bible, has inspired people around the globe and 
supported them when they were subjugated and treated as lesser human-
beings.  It teaches that Hashem has a role in human history.  Many of our 
prayers recall and praise God for redeeming the Israelites from bondage. 

At Sinai, Hashem reaffirms His eternal covenant with the people 
Israel.  But a covenant has more than one party.  The Israelites are bound 
to not just believe in God, but to behave according to His teachings 
(Torah).  Around the time of the Jewish ritual New Year, on Rosh 
Hashanah and on Yom Kippur, during the Unetaneh Tokef prayer, we 
say, yikarei v’chotam yad kol adam bo/each person writes their own 
deeds in the Book of Remembrance.   

Luach, mentioned above, means “calendar.”  But luach also means 
“tablet.”  What deeds will you write on your personal luach this January 
and beyond? 

Prophets were read in synagogues.  Following the Jewish victory and the 
rededication of the Temple (chanukkah habayit) the reading of the Torah 
was reinstituted, but the reading from the Prophets was not discontinued.  
A maftir aliyah was added to Shabbat’s seven, and then the haftarah, 
the prophetic portion, was read.  Both words, maftir and haftarah, 
come from the Hebrew root øèô�p(f)tr.  øèô�means “opening”, as 

we will read this month: í Æç Æø� ì Èk ø Æè Æt ø Éåë Àa� ì Èë�every first-born that 
opens a womb (Ex. 13:2). But øèô�also means “dismiss.”  Therefore, 
maftir means concluding, and the haftarah is the continuation (not half-
Torah). 

In January, we begin reading from the Book of Shemot/Exodus, 
according to our luach/Hebrew calendar.  This Book, perhaps more than 
any book of the Bible, has inspired people around the globe and 
supported them when they were subjugated and treated as lesser human-
beings.  It teaches that Hashem has a role in human history.  Many of our 
prayers recall and praise God for redeeming the Israelites from bondage. 

At Sinai, Hashem reaffirms His eternal covenant with the people 
Israel.  But a covenant has more than one party.  The Israelites are bound 
to not just believe in God, but to behave according to His teachings 
(Torah).  Around the time of the Jewish ritual New Year, on Rosh 
Hashanah and on Yom Kippur, during the Unetaneh Tokef prayer, we 
say, yikarei v’chotam yad kol adam bo/each person writes their own 
deeds in the Book of Remembrance.   

Luach, mentioned above, means “calendar.”  But luach also means 
“tablet.”  What deeds will you write on your personal luach this January 
and beyond? 

 

Pediatric and Adult Patients 
Treating Ear, Nose, Throat Problems  

Thyroid Nodules, Neck Masses & Sinusitis

Physicians: 

James P. Restrepo, M.D., FACS, ECNU 
Jeffrey S. Driben, M.D., FACS, ECNU

Scott J. Cronin, M.D., FACS
Adam P. Vasconcellos, M.D., FACS

Chetan Y. Safi, M.D.

Nurse Practitioner: 
Rosemarie Montgomery

MS, CRNP, FNP-C

ENT Head & Neck Specialists, PC  
985 Berkshire Blvd., Wyomissing  
610-374-5599 • www.ent-hns.net

Providing diagnostic and rehabilitative services for all types of hearing loss, for any age group. 
Hearing and Balance Disorders 

State of the Art Hearing Aid Fittings 
In House Hearing Aid Repairs

Audiologists: 
 

Melanie A. Appler, AuD, FAAA
Matthew R. Bonsall, AuD, FAAA

Jenna L. Galan, AuD, CCC-A

Awarded Medicare’s Highest Ranking – 5 STARS 
Highest Quality Care | Private Suites | Resort-Like Surroundings

Our team of skilled therapists promote functional independence and 
wellness in a holistic, personalized way – we aspire to restore your health 
as quickly and safely as possible. Our beautiful new rehabilitation center 
includes 18 private suites and is complemented by services and amenities. 

SHORT-TERM 
REHABILITATION 

2000 Cambridge Avenue | Wyomissing, PA 19610

Safely Welcoming Rehabilitation Patients! 
To speak to our Clinical Liaison:

610.775.2300       Thehighlands.org

From Federation staff
Heritage Senior Living LLC announced 

that four of its senior living communities 
in Berks County are the only locations 
from the area named Caring.com’s Caring 
Stars 2024. Caring.com is a leading senior 
living referral service and a top site for 
senior care reviews. 

Chestnut Knoll Personal Care and 
Memory Care in Boyertown; Keystone 
Villa at Douglassville; Keystone Villa at 

Fleetwood, Blandon; and Manor at Market 
Square, Reading, are each top-rated for 
excellence in senior living and care.

 Chestnut Knoll, an eight-t ime 
recip ient ,  and Keystone Vi l la at 
Fleetwood, a four-time recipient, are 
considered Caring Super Stars for 
having earned the Caring Stars award 
in three or more years.

Caring Stars 2024 includes 375 senior 
living communities in 36 states. 

 The nationally recognized Caring 
Stars program started in 2012 as the 
first “best senior living” award in its 
industry, with winners determined through 
consumer ratings from authenticated 
feedback given by seniors and their 
families and other strict quality criteria. 

Requirements for consideration 
include an overall average rating of 4.5 
stars or higher and published responses 
for any 1-star or 2-star negative reviews 
on their Caring.com profile. Caring 
screened finalist communities using 
licensing information on the state agency 
websites, where applicable, and data 
publicly available. 

 “Thank you to our residents and 

families for recognizing our quality of care 
and services with your honest reviews 
and to our caregivers and staff for 
their commitment to providing support, 
comfort, and compassion every day,” 
said Gretchen Vakiener, vice president 
of sales and marketing. “Heritage Senior 
Living is proud of our communities for 
achieving this service excellence award, 
which is a testament to their continually 
outstanding efforts to improve their 
resident’s quality of life.”

 Heritage Senior Living is based in 
Blue Ball and manages 19 senior living 
communities and a home-care agency 
with locations throughout Pennsylvania, 
New Jersey, and Virginia.

Four Berks senior communities win distinction
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The JCC hosted the 
annual Leadership 

Dinner on Nov. 
16 to recognize 

the success of the 
Jewish Federation of 
Reading-Berks’ 2023 

Campaign..

Leadership Dinner at JCC
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Plenty of  Chanukah celebrations

Congregations’ Chanukah celebrations, top, Kesher Zion and Oheb Sholom holiday parties. Middle row, Rabbi Brian Michelson at the RCOS Latkes 
and Vodkas event, left, and Chabad gets the holiday off to a fun start with Chanukah Wonderland. Bottom row, Building light up Lego menorahs at CHS 

Chanukah in Legoland, and Chabad presents a program making latke reubens.



SHALOM January 2024Page 12

By Carole Robinson
M y  h u s b a n d 

Mike and I enjoyed 
a delightful weekend 
celebrating Chanukah 
with our daughter 
Madelyn and her 
family in N.J. We 
b a k e d  b l u e  a n d 
white cookies, made 
Chanukah craf ts , 
fried latkes, and lit 
the menorah together. We had fun, until it 
was time to drive home and my car wouldn’t 
start! And it was raining and getting cold!  
A simple battery replacement turned into 
a disaster, and my car’s electrical system 
shut down. We were not going anywhere 
that night.

Immediate worries flooded through my 
head.  How long would it take to fix my car?  
How much would it cost?  How could I take 
care of my responsibilities at home?  After 
feeling stressed out for a few minutes, I 
remembered the glowing menorah, our 
Chanukah cheer, and our many blessings.  
We were safe with family, not stranded on 
the side of the road, and we would work 
through this temporary glitch together.

Unfortunately, it is not always so 
simple for everyone to work through 
life’s unexpected problems. People who 
are struggling physically, emotionally or 
financially face roadblocks most of us can’t 
imagine. Holidays, instead of being festive, 
are an especially difficult time.

To help brighten Chanukah for our local 
JFS clients, Esther Shanahan and the 
RCOS Sisterhood decided to bring back 
the “Mitzvah Menorah.”

Esther modeled her Mitzvah Menorah 
on Christmas Angel Trees. She contacted 
me to make a wish list for JFS clients.  
Some JFS clients told me they needed 
specific items, while others appreciate gift 
cards for extra groceries and necessities.  
I selected the gift for some recipients by 
contacting family members or nursing home 
staff to determine their needs. 

Esther put the Mitzvah Menorah with 
20 wish list tags (initials only, to keep their 
identity anonymous) in the lobby at Reform 
Congregation Oheb Sholom.  Within a 
few weeks, all the tags were selected by 
RCOS congregants and other community 
members.  Esther collected the gifts at the 
RCOS Chanukah party held on Dec. 10 
and delivered them to me the following day.

I was overwhelmed by the generosity of 
everyone who participated. Many donors 
went above and beyond the original 
requests, adding extra goodies and gift 
cards to their gift bags. My office was piled 
high with boxes of diapers, bags of cat food, 
and gaily wrapped presents. Then I had 
the pleasure of personally delivering the 
gifts to each recipient and witnessing their 
reactions. Several recipients had tears in 
their eyes. They were not expecting such 

benevolence. One woman simply hugged 
her wrapped present. She didn’t even care 
what was inside, though she was ultimately 
thrilled by her gift. She was truly touched 
because she was remembered!  

Everyone was so appreciative and 
wanted me to thank whoever gave them 
their gifts. I wish I could share all their happy 
smiles with you, so you could realize how 
much your gifts and your kindness truly 
mean to JFS clients. Thank you, Esther, 
for organizing such a wonderful mitzvah 
project and thank you to everyone who 
spread Chanukah light and joy!

To continue to brighten our local 
community, JFS had a Friendship Circle 
Chanukah party and concert. A special 
thank you to Sheila Bornstein who baked 
a beautiful tray of delicious Chanukah 
desserts! JFS also delivered latkes 
and applesauce to 70 Friendship Circle 
members and other seniors. Thank you 
to our latke deliverers Sue Farrara, Cindy 
Balchunas and Corinne Wernick, who 
helped ensure our seniors got a taste of 
the holiday.  

Please contact me if you or someone 
you know would benefit from being included 
in the Mitzvah Menorah project next year 
or if we forgot you in the latke delivery.  
Chanukah is a joyous time of year, and 
JFS would like everyone to feel happy at 
this time.

Leo Tolstoy wrote, “Just as one candle 

lights another and can light thousands of 
other candles, so one heart illuminates 
another heart and can illuminate thousands 
of other hearts.” Just as the shamash lights 
the other menorah candles and spreads the 
Chanukah light, you can reach out to one 
person with kindness and make the world 
a brighter place. 

Even though Chanukah candles are 
only lit once a year, you can brighten our 
Jewish community year-round!  Contact 
me if you would like to help at CaroleR@
JFReading.org or 610-921-0624.

Light one candle
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Food Pantry

Friendship Circle

Counseling Services

Transportation

Financial Assistance

Hospital and

   Home Visitations   

Living with Loss

Information and

   Referral   

Case Management

Holiday Programs

Carole Robinson’s grandchildren Brooks and Adelaide light 
the candles for a family Chanukah.

Carole Robinson and Esther Shanahan with our Mitzvah Menorah gifts.

JFS TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM
This program provides transportation to members of the Jewish community, age 60 and over 
or those with disabilities, who have no other way of getting around. It allows participants to 
retain their independence and keeps them from becoming homebound and isolated. It can be 

used for medical appointments, synagogue attendance,  shopping and other errands.

It is easy to participate. Purchase a book of 25 taxi tickets from the Federation at a cost 
of $25. Each coupon is worth $3. The phone number for Reading Metro Taxi is printed 

on the ticket book. Call the company and arrange your ride. At the end of the ride, 
sign your coupon(s) before giving them to the driver. Tipping is left to the passenger’s 

discretion. The coupon does not include the cost of tipping.

This program is subsidized by the Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks
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Friendship Circle celebrated Chanukah in style in December. At left, Mila Ger dances with Ziv Laskin during a concert performed for the group. At right, Friendship Circle participants continue the celebration around the table. 
Friendship Circle, a program offered by Jewish Family Service, meets twice a month at 1 p.m. on Thursday afternoons. Each event includes a fun and/or educational activity and an optional lunch.

JFS volunteer John Incledon registering clients at December food pantry

Chanukah fun at Friendship Circle

JFS brings holiday joy at food pantries
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From Federation staff
A big contingent from the Jewish 

community of Berks County traveled to 
the Philadelphia 76ers game at Wells 
Fargo Center on Dec. 11 for Jewish 
Heritage Night.

They were jo ined by Jewish 
communities throughout the Philadelphia 
region for a celebration of Chanukah and 
an opportunity to share their faith and 
tradition with the larger community.

Hoops and Jewish heritage at 76ers event
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By Margo Levin
and Debbie Goldberg

The Jewish Community Relations 
Council hosted the Greater Reading 
Uni ty  Coal i t ion for  an in t imate 
conversation with Andi and Bill Franklin.

Bil l  is the former CEO of the 
Jewish Federat ion o f  Reading/
Berks. He and Andi divide their 
time between living in Israel and in 
Berks County.

The group discussed the couple’s 
experiences of living in Israel during 
the outbreak of war and the challenges 
we all are facing during these difficult 
times.

Bill and Andi Franklin address unity coalition 

Please Join
Kesher Zion

 On 
January 24th

for our 
Tu B’Shvat Seder

7:00pm

On Tu B’Shvat, we celebrate a New Year
 for the Trees, rejoicing in the

 fruit of the tree
 and the fruit of the vine. 

Come celebrate a 
special Tu B’Shvat seder modeled off the

 Passover seder,featuring special fruits from
HaAretz. Tu B’Shvat anticipates

the beginning of spring in Israel while
 sustaining rains are at their peak.

For more information contact the office at kesherzionoffice@gmail.com 
or call 610-374-1763 

Obituaries
Estee (Esther) Cooper (nee Rubin), 

98, mother of Sandy Solmon (Doug 
Messinger,) died at her home in California 
on Dec. 7. Her children, grandchildren 
and her devoted caregiver Joe Cox, were 
by her side the last weeks. Proud beloved 
wife for over 50 years, of the late Norton 
Cooper, she will be missed by all.

Estee was glamorous and beautiful, 
br i l l iant ,  warm, loving,  cur ious, 
adventurous, a caring mother, supportive 
to all she loved, a talented actress and 
dancer, athletic, articulate, a writer (of 
her life story), poet, and the consummate 
problem solver.

She was overflowing with energy, 
engaging, forthright, challenging and 
present wherever she was involved. Estee 
started Centre Stage in Toronto, was 
involved in many successful businesses, 
owned racehorses, and danced her 
whole life, including tap dancing twice on 
“America’s Got Talent,” at 85!! She was 
proud of and part of the accomplishments 
of her children and grandchildren.

A Celebration of Life will be scheduled.  
in Reading.

---
Berna Sherman, 91 passed away 

on Nov. 20.  Berna was born and raised 
in Reading, graduated from Penn 
State, earned a Master’s in Education 

and taught in the Reading School 
District until her retirement in 1993. 
She is survived by her children Joan 
(Debra), Barry (Lori) and Karen and 
two grandsons Josh and Jack. She was 
predeceased by her husband, Morton, 
in 2003.

---
Alan Crystal, 80 passed away on 

Nov.16. He graduated from Mount Penn 
High School in 1961 and served in the 
army from 1964-1966.  He worked as 
a purchasing manager Berks Welding 
Supply, as an usher at the Sovereign  
Center and as an aide for the Wilson 
School District. He is survived by his 
partner, Shirley, and children Michele, 

Nicole and Mark. A daughter, Cyndie  
predeceased him.

---
Gerald Levine, 97, died on Nov. 30. 

Gerry was born in Brooklyn, served in 
the Air Force during World War II and 
was a professional hairstylist, owning and 
operating his own salon for many years. 
Following his retirement, he and his late 
wife, Elaine, moved to Reading to be 
near family. He was a member of Kesher 
Zion Synagogue, was active in its Men’s 
Club and enjoyed participating in JCC’s 
Friendship Circle. Gerry is survived by his 
son Alan and his wife, Lisa, grandchildren 
Emily and husband Harris, and Perry and 
great-grandson Liam.
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10













Continued from Page 5
silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Contributions as of Aug. 18
Evelyn S. Thompson Nursery School Scholarship Fund
In memory of:

Marjorie “Tootie” Moyer - Helene Berne, Judy Synammon, Debbie & David 
Goldberg

Robert Kauffman - Beth & Bob Caster

Lakin Holocaust Library & Resource Center
In memory of:

Robert Kauffman - Sid & Esther Bratt,  Evelyn & Jay Lipschutz 
George Eligman - George Viener

Jewish Family Service
In memory of: 

Marjorie “Tootie” Moyer - Lila & Janine Shapiro, Louise Zeidman, James & 
Georganne Shepherd, Friendship Circle

Renee Seidel - Alan & Susan Weisberg, Mariette Jacobson
Pauline Himmelberger - Corinne & Andy Wernick  
Hannah Piskin - Joan Sherman & Debra Montanino 
Korey Blanck - Jonathan & Jan Simon

Friendship Circle
In memory of: 

Marjorie “Tootie” Moyer - Theresa & Gene Gaumer, Judy & Jack Seidel, Sylvia 
Wenger, Jim & Susan Allison, Jon & Joyce Sandberg, Janet Sulman-Pratt & Robert 
Pratt, Lynn & Gail & Alex Row

Pauline Himmelberger -  Jonathan & Jan Simon 

Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In memory of:

Marjorie “Tootie” Moyer -  Avis & Jeff Lewis, Wendy Neuhs
Ivan Botvin -Vic & Dena Hammel

Jewish Family Service Food Pantry
In memory of:

Ivan Botvin - Margo Thomas

PJ Library
In memory of:

Ann Robinson - George Viener
Robert Kauffman - George Viener
Ivan Botvin - George Viener
Marcia Eligman - George Viener
Jeanne Winston - George Viener 

In honor of:
Mark and Sharon Melnick’s 40th wedding anniversary - Rebecca Robinson, 

Benjamin & Kari Robinson

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  
Jewish Family Service    
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    
JFS Food Bank     
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  
Doris Levin Fund     
Sue B. Viener Memorial Fund for PJ Library 
Harry & Rose Sack Fund    
Evelyn Thompson Fund    

✡  

Shabbat Candle Lightings Torah Portions

  
 
 
September 1 
7:18 pm  
 
September 8                                                                                                    

 
 
 
September 2/16 Elul 
Ki Tavo (Deuteronomy 26:1-29:9) 
 
September 9/23 Elul 

7:07 pm                                                                    
 

Nitzavim-Vayelech (Deuteronomy 29:10-30:20) 
 

September 15 
6:55 p.m. 
 
September 22                                                                      
6:43 p.m.    
 
September 29 
6:32 p.m. 
                                                                                                                    

September 16 
Rosh Hashanah 
 
September 23/8 Tishri 
Haazinu (Deuteronomy 32:1-52) 
 
September 30 
Sukkot 

From Federation staff
Community shaliach Ziv 

Laskin brought Chanukah fun 
to the Reading Public Museum, 
to young adults in the Jewish 
community and during a cooking 
demonstration at the Exeter 
Community Library.

He also shared the story of his 
family’s journey from Iraq to Israel 
during a program at the library.

Watch for more fun and 
educational activities for all 
ages as Ziv continues his 
work enlightening the Jewish 
community and beyond about 
life in Israel and celebrating our 
culture.

Federation’s shaliach spreads Chanukah joy
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SATURDAY, APRIL 13, 2024
AWARD PRESENTATION AT 6:00 PM

COCKTAILS & HEAVY HORS D’OEUVRES
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

THE RUTH & IRVIN BALIS
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION AWARD

WILL BE PRESENTED TO

SAVE THE DATE

STEVEN LEVINE

04.13.24

OCTOBER 19 NOVEMBER 2 + 16 DECEMBER 7+21

JANUARY 4+18 FEBRUARY 1+15 MARCH  7+21

kESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE
555 WARWICK DRIVE  WYOMISSING, PA 19606

PLEASE HELP US MAKE A MINYAN ON
THE FIRST AND THIRD THURSDAYS  OF
EVERY  MONTH SO THOSE NEEDING TO

SAY KADDISH ARE ABLE TO. 

ALL ARE WELCOME

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 
ROBERT SCHNEIER

(484) 987-4805
ROBERTBSCHNEIER@GMAIL.COM

DO A MITZVAH

MINYAN STARTS AT 7:30 PM AND LASTS
20-25 MINUTESOCTOBER 19 NOVEMBER 2 + 16 DECEMBER 7+21

JANUARY 4+18 FEBRUARY 1+15 MARCH  7+21

kESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE
555 WARWICK DRIVE  WYOMISSING, PA 19606

PLEASE HELP US MAKE A MINYAN ON
THE FIRST AND THIRD THURSDAYS  OF
EVERY  MONTH SO THOSE NEEDING TO

SAY KADDISH ARE ABLE TO. 

ALL ARE WELCOME

FOR MORE INFORMATION PLEASE CALL 
ROBERT SCHNEIER

(484) 987-4805
ROBERTBSCHNEIER@GMAIL.COM

DO A MITZVAH

MINYAN STARTS AT 7:30 PM AND LASTS
20-25 MINUTES

Author Susan Wider led a Paint and Sip event on Nov. 18 at the JCC as part of Literatour Berks. At bottom right, author Rebecca Clarren leads a Nov. 21 Noontime Knowledge talk on the entangled history of her Jewish ancestors’ 
land in South Dakota and the Lakota people, who were forced off that land by the U.S. government.

JCC brings more authors to Berks
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By Carole Robinson
and Sari Incledon

 Jewish Family Service social workers 
visit Jewish patients at local hospitals, 
senior communities, nursing homes and 
rehab centers.

Our goal in these visits is both 

to be friendly and supportive at a 
difficult time, and to provide access to 
social services that supplement and 
complement the case managers at 
these locations.

If you or a loved one is at a local 
hospital or nursing home and would like 

a visit, please call us.
If you or a loved one are treated 

at a hospital out of our area we are 
also available for follow-up visits upon 
discharge.

At times of ill health, stress or crisis, 
families are often looking for information 

about home care, transportat ion 
services, senior communities, nursing 
homes and rehabs. This is what we’re 
here for.

Please call Jewish Family Service 
social workers for help at 610-921-
0624.

JFS hospital and outpatient visits

Israel21c.org
As the sun rose on Oct. 7, Hamas 

terrorists fired rockets on southern Israel 
and infiltrated Gaza border communities 
as well as the Supernova music festival 
where 4,000 young adults were spending 
the night in a field near Kibbutz Re’im. 

On tha t  n igh tmare  morn ing , 
approximately 360 attendees of the 
festival were murdered, hundreds injured, 
and about 40 kidnapped to Gaza.

Arad Fruchter, 21, was one of the lucky 
ones. He and a few friends managed to 
escape the scene by car and then hid in 
a banana plantation, where they were 
rescued hours later by passing Israeli 
soldiers.

Arad’s father, Ari Fruchter, had texted 
his son earlier that morning after hearing 
about incoming rockets in the area of the 
festival — before anyone knew what was 
to come next.

Arad assured him he was safe, so 
Ari turned off his phone and went to 
synagogue for Simchat Torah services. He 
took the opportunity to recite the traditional 
“Mi Sheberach” prayer asking God to 
bless and protect Arad and his younger 
son, Agam, a national service volunteer 
this year in Tel Aviv. 

Because Simchat Torah services last 
much longer than usual, by the time Ari 
got home and checked his phone, Arad 

had already escaped Supernova and 
been saved. 

Their personal trauma had passed, but 
the national trauma was just beginning.

Father and son described how 
profoundly the events of that day impacted 
them. 

Ari Fruchter, whom we chose this 
year as one of 48 remarkable Israelis 
to profile on Independence Day for his 
Dead Sea advocacy projects, is a social 
entrepreneur and philanthropist prominent 
in the art world. 

Arad Fruchter and his friend Gal 
Zilberstein, 20, recently started an event-
management app called Zygo.

Feeling a strong mixture of relief, 
gratitude and above all a drive to help 
others in this very difficult time in Israel, 
Ari and Arad decided to use Zygo as a 
platform for a fundraiser to benefit the 
newly launched Israeli Children’s Fund. 

This fund was establ ished by 
entrepreneurs from the Israeli tech and 
mental-health space to provide social and 
professional care to children bereft of their 
homes and/or their parents due to the 
deadly Hamas rampage. The fund also 
seeks to raise enough millions to cover 
the financial and logistical needs of the 
children’s guardian families.

“Echoes of Hope” will begin at 8pm on 
Sunday, Dec. 31 at the Jaffa Hotel, which 

has donated its entire space to the cause. 
Ticket-holders may book one of its 120 
rooms for the night.

“We decided on a New Year’s Eve 
party because that’s when many people 
like to go out and celebrate, and many 
venues will be closed this year,” says Ari, 
who is co-producing the party and lending 
the support of his Dead Sea Revival 
Project. 

You don’t have to go to the party to 
donate to the ICF. The event page on Zygo 
also presents an option for donation only. 

The Fruchters are seeing many people 
from Israel and abroad doing just that. In 
fact, so far, direct donations are outpacing 
ticket sales fivefold.

Arad tells ISRAEL21c that he feels 
driven to do something for others, and 
feels fortunate that he already had in his 
hands a web-based tool that could be 
adapted for philanthropic projects.

“I really just want to help other people 
as much as I possibly can,” he says. 
“That’s the most important thing to me 
right now.”

Music festival survivor to help orphaned kids

Israel21c.org
On Oct. 9, two days after Hamas 

terrorists slaughtered, wounded and 
kidnapped thousands of Israelis near 
the Gaza border, Jordan Weil answered 
a call from Tel Aviv-based Adopt-A-
Safta to get on a chartered bus and 
bring food and cheer to hospitals 
treating victims.

“I can’t just sit in my apartment. I 
am really bummed that I can’t go and 
fight, so I am jumping on any volunteer 
opportunity I can find,” says Weil, 29, 
who moved to Tel Aviv almost a year 
ago from Boston. 

As the granddaughter of Holocaust 
survivors, Weil says, Adopt-A-Safta 
resonates strongly with her and she 
hopes to make it a regular part of her 
new life in Israel.

The 11-year-old organization’s core 
function is to match trained volunteers 
with isolated elderly people (safta is 
Hebrew for “grandma”), many of them 
Holocaust survivors.

Volunteers are required to commit 
t o  m e e t i n g  w i t h  t h e i r  a d o p t e d 
grandparent at least once a week 
for a year.

“Our mission is: Don’t forget about 
the unseen and most vulnerable, 
who are always the elderly,” says 
Adopt-A-Safta founder Jay Shultz, a 
Tel Aviv-based “young internationals” 
immigrant community leader and 
philanthropist.

“During a war, the most vulnerable 
civi l ians become even more so,” 
Shultz said. “Many are homebound, 
and when there’s a siren they don’t 
have the ability to run, much less 
walk, to a shelter at a moment’s 

notice. If they could walk to the local 
grocery store in the best of times, 
they can’t now.”

Shultz added, “A lot of elderly 
people are scared to answer the door 
now, even to our volunteers, so we drop 
food at their door. It’s heartbreaking 
and very common.”

A d o p t - A - S a f t a  i s  n o w 
get t ing “nonstop requests”  f rom 
municipal social workers, partner 
organizations, senior residences, 
and people living abroad with elderly 
parents in Israel. 

“We mainly focus on alleviating 
loneliness. But as we grow, we’ve also 
become a physical welfare organization 
for medical and food security, which 
put us in a position to respond during 
corona,” Shultz says. 

“Adopt-A-Safta is well placed to be 
an army of volunteers that can quickly 
ramp up.” 

Shultz maintains a database of tens 
of thousands of potential volunteers. 
Many of the active members are in the 
Tel Aviv area. 

H is  Oc t .  8  ca l l  to  ac t ion  fo r 
volunteers to pick items up in various 
parts of Tel Aviv and bring them to 
a staging area garnered about 500 
responses.

We i l  was  one  o f  nea r l y  100 
people who delivered the items on 
two chartered buses the following 
day.

Shultz shared with ISRAEL21c 
some of the hundreds of requests for 
help he’s receiving from people living 
abroad or even in Israel far from their 
elderly loved ones.

One woman wrote to him that she 

just returned to the United States 
after visiting her 84-year-old mother, a 
retired French teacher living in Israel.

“She has a very nice helper but 
we worry that her helper wi l l  be 
overwhelmed now that I’m leaving,” 
the woman wrote. “Visi tors keep 
her happy so she eats, and as a 
result will become stronger and God 
willing will be able to stand and get 
out of bed.”

“We just set up six volunteers, one 
for each day of the week during the war 
to visit this safta,” Shultz says. 

“In the chaos of wartime, we are 
trying to throw as much light into the 
dark as possible.”

An Israeli WhatsApped Shultz: “I 
have a question, my grandmother 
l ives in Rishon LeZion and I am 
wondering if there is a way to get 
some food for her? She needs gluten-

free food. I am far away and cannot 
get some for her.”

“Yep,” says Shultz. “We got her 
gluten-free chef delivery.”

Another message to Adopt-A-
Saf ta  came f rom a young adu l t 
immigrant:

“Hi, I really need help finding some 
support for my elderly dad in Israel 
during these circumstances. He’s 78, a 
wounded veteran, still decently mobile 
but needs support with someone that 
can be checking in on him from time 
to time and medical assistance as he 
has a hurt leg.”

Shultz emphasizes that “Adopt A 
Safta is typically more organized and 
proactively intentional. But in the chaos 
of wartime, we are trying to throw as 
much light into the dark as possible. 
As requests come in,  we assign 
volunteers.”

Volunteers keep Israeli grandmas, grandpas safe

Adopt-A-Safta founder Jay Shultz and his grandfather, David Friedman, 101, a Holocaust survivor from Poland
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Activities shine a light for Jewish community

Ziv Laskin and Margo Levin visited schools to teach elementary students about Chanukah. Ziv told the story of Chanukah, showed the menorah and taught students how to play dreidel. 

More images from the downtown Reading menorah lighting. Clockwise from top left, Andi and Bill Franklin light candles during an indoor ceremony at Alvernia University’s CollegeTowne that followed the outdoor event; our 
community’s contribution lights up Penn Square; a big crowd gathers for the holiday kickoff downtown (photos courtesy of Reading Eagle); a strong youth contingent from the Jewish community.



SHALOM January 2024Page 20

Join Rabbi Yosef Lipsker, 6 Sundays, Feb 4th - Mar
10th 2024 9:00 AM - 10:30 AM at Chabad of Berks.
$75.00 per participant, book included.

This Program Proudly Sponsored by Dr. Jerome
Marcus

wwww.myjli.com

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
READING, PA 
PERMIT NO. #50

Join Rabbi Yosef Lipsker, 6 Sundays, Feb 4th - Mar
10th 2024 9:00 AM - 10:30 AM at Chabad of Berks.
$75.00 per participant, book included.

This Program Proudly Sponsored by Dr. Jerome
Marcus

wwww.myjli.com

NON-PROFIT ORG.
U.S. POSTAGE
PAID
READING, PA 
PERMIT NO. #50

A busy month at Chabad

Chabad Chanukah events and more. Clockwise from top left: Caron alumni and their families met in Manhattan to celebrate Chanukah with the Lipskers, who also held a holiday program at the treatment center near Wernersville.
Menorahs & Martinis at Chabad brought out amazing creativity with some beautiful granite menorahs created. Participants enjoyed latkes with various toppings, soup, donuts and Chanukah themed martinis. Cteenjr prepared 

for Chanukah by making beautiful Koteo (Western Wall) menorahs. CHS hosted a beautiful Chanukah Shabbat dinner for their families. Chanukah and Shabbat candles were lit and then all enjoyed a traditional Shabbat menu in 
addition to latkes and donuts. A wonderful evening was held at Chabad with Bill & Andi Franklin talking about what it’s like to live in Israel at this time.
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10













Continued from Page 5
silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County
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Contributions as of Dec. 15
Jewish Family Service
In memory of:

Judith Jacobs - Carrie and Stephen Latman
Harold Spector - Robert & Shelia Spector
Berna Sherman - Michele Porcaro- O’Brien, Lynn and Jeff Driben, Amy 
Hollowbush, Roger Schein, David Fox, Corinne and Andy Wernick, Debra and 
Susan Greenblatt, Sylvia Wenger, Helene Berne, Marsha and Joel Adelman, 
Maria Duran, Deb and Paula Morris, Timothy Mauche, Louise Zeidman and 
family, Jeffrey and Scott Kaye
Gerald Levine - Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Sue and Mike Farrara, Louise 
Zeidman, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig
John Moyer - Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig
Edward Golden - Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig
Robert Pollack - Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig 
Robert Hammel - Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Susan and Mel Blum, Marc 
and Marcia Filstein

In honor of:
Gordon and Carol Perlmutter’s 50th wedding anniversary - Carrie and 
Stephen Latman

Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In memory of:

Richard Roeberg - Marsha and Joel Adelman, Victoria and Howard Hafetz, 
Anzie Golden
Judith Jacobs - Ellen and Donald Abramson, Debbie Goodman, Carol and 
Bernie Gerber, Anzie Golden
Berna Sherman - Judith Retchin, Naomi and Michael Melinger, Susan Cullinan, 
Amy and Levi Wolf, Hillary Clemente, Allan and Victoria Rudolph. James and 
Francine Gehringer, Brenda Piskin and Andrew DiFiore, John and Joan Crossan, 
Mariette Jacobson, Amy and Marc Besser, Anzie Golden, James and Judith 
Diffendal, Terry Cooper, Charles and Diane Andre, Wendy Kershner, John Millar, 
Lynda Gobright, Stephen Percelay, Vic and Dena Hammel, Lisa Kramer, Carol 
Hawk, Fran Saperstein, Christine Lasala and Ellie Lipschitz, Anne Percelay
George Weiss - Carol and Bernie Gerber 
Ellen Labes - Victoria and Howard Hafetz
Gerald Levine - Vic and Dena Hammel, Sue Wachs, Lila Shapiro, Marc and 
Marcia Filstein, Joel and Marsha Adelman, Shirley Kauffman, Debbie Goodman, 
Mindy and Rick Small, Sean and Shelley Kardon
Robert Hammel - Susan and Michael Fromm, Roger Schein, Mindy and Rick 
Small, Debbie Goodman, Terri Hafetz, Carrie and Stephen Latman, Henry and 
Helene Singer, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig

Friendship Circle Fund
In memory of: 

Isabelle Arnston - Glenn Corbin

Lakin Holocaust Library & Resource Center
In memory of:

Judith Jacobs - Allen Daniels and Jen, Rick, Stella, Ruby and Ben
Robert Hammel - Maralyn and Ken Lakin 
Robert Hammel - Esther and Sid Bratt, Corinne and Andy Wernick

Harry and Rose Sack Fund
In honor of:

The birth of Rena’s & Andre’s grandchild - Albert and Nancy Sack

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Berna Sherman - Michael Schein

Evelyn F. Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Ellen Labes - Beth and Bob Caster
Bernard Missan - Beth and Bob Caster
Gerald Levine - Beth and Bob Caster 

Sue B. Viener Memorial Fund for PJ Library
In memory of:

Robert Pollack - George Viener
Richard Roeberg - George Viener
Edward Golden- George Viener

Israel Emergency Relief Fund
In memory of:

Judy Jacobs - Susan and Mel Blum
John Moyer - Judith Botvin
Gerald Levine - Sandra Fishman
Robert Hammel - Sue Wachs, Sandra Fishman

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  
Jewish Family Service    
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    
JFS Food Bank     
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  
Doris Levin Fund     
Sue B. Viener Memorial Fund for PJ Library 
Harry & Rose Sack Fund    
Evelyn Thompson Fund    
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The  Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks thanks our Jewish and non-Jewish
partners in Berks County for their tremendous support since the horrific
terrorist attacks in Israel on October 7th. In response to the dire hardships
being faced by victims and their families, we are announcing the launch of
the

Berks County Stands With Israel 
Emergency Relief Campaign 

This Campaign will provide humanitarian aid to those affected by the war.
All donated funds will be matched 100% by the Foundation of the Jewish
Federation up to $1 million and distributed to non-governmental relief
organizations in Israel vetted by the Jewish Federations of North America.

Our Berks Jewish community condemns all forms of terrorism in the world.
Now may be the most important time in our lives to step up and assist all the
people of Israel - Jews and non-Jews alike.

Your contributions will support the following:
Emergency Medical Services and Trauma Care for Terror Victims
Evacuation, Housing, and Relocation Support for Frontline Communities
Food and Financial Assistance  for Impacted Families
Mental Health Services for First Responders and Victims

Additional information on how the funds are being distributed can be found 
on our website at www.ReadingJewishCommunity.org. 

Donations can be made by using the QR code below or via our website.
Checks can be made out to “JFR Israel Emergency Relief Fund” and
mailed to:  Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks

               P.O. Box 14925, Reading, PA  19612

Show your support for Israel by making your donation today.
                                                 Thank you!

Jewish Federation of Reading is a registered 501(c)3; your donation is tax deductible. 

Berks County Stands 
with Israel


