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From Federation Staff

The Jewish Federation of Reading/
Berks is excited to announce that Brian 
Chartock has joined our community as 
our new Chief Executive Officer. Brian 
officially began his tenure on Jan. 1.

Br ian ’s  s t rong  t rack  record  o f 
leadership experience coupled with 
h is  commi tment  to  fu r ther ing  the 
Federation’s mission of serving the needs 
of the Jewish community, in partnership 
with our amazing professional staff and 
dedicated volunteers, will ensure our 
Federation’s continued success.

Over the past 25 years, Brian has 
successfully led various Jewish not-
for-profit organizations. His expansive 
experience includes having successfully 
c h a m p i o n e d  c a p i t a l  c a m p a i g n s , 
collectively in excess of $100 million. 
O t h e r  a c c o m p l i s h m e n t s  i n c l u d e 
achievements in building endowments 
and planned-giving initiatives as well 
as ongoing fundraising campaigns, 
programs, and events. Additionally, 
and operationally, Brian has overseen 
the operat ion and management of 
day  schoo ls /p reschoo ls  and  has 
guided and supervised all aspects of 
fiscal management, public relations, 

leadership development programming 
and strategic and long-range planning.

Finally, and most importantly, Brian 
is committed to building and sustaining 
a culture of philanthropy and community 
engagement. He is excited to immerse 
himself in the Federation’s extensive 
and dedicated community.

Brian has also volunteered and 
contributed to several not-for-profit 
Boards. He has served as a Trustee 
and Executive Committee member (as 

Vice President of Development and 
Governance) of the Jewish Community 
Foundation of Greater Mercer County, 
as a Trustee of the Central New Jersey 
Jewish Home for the Aged, as a Trustee 
of Jewish Family Services of Middlesex 
County, and as a Trustee of Rutgers 
University Hillel. 

Brian is a graduate of the Joint 
Program between Columbia University 
and the Jewish Theological Seminary. 

He and his wife, Pamela, are thrilled 
to be joining the Federation family and 
the Berks County community. 

Brian and Pam are proud parents of 
Madelyn, 22; and Evan, 19. Madelyn 
is a senior at West Chester University, 
and Evan is a sophomore at Ursinus 
College. 

He is equally looking forward to 
partnering with our professional staff, 
lay  leadersh ip ,  Jewish  agenc ies , 
synagogues, and community partners.

Brian is so excited to grow with our 
Federation, and we are delighted to 
welcome him into our community for the 
benefit of the greater Jewish community.

Please reach out to Brian Chartock 
at brianc@jfreading.org, as he would 
love to connect with you.

Brian Chartock named 
new Federation CEO

Brian Chartock

Jewish and local government leaders gathered to light the menorah in Penn Square on Dec. 20. Leading the ceremony were state Sen. Judy Schwank, Reading Mayor Eddie Moran, 
Councilwoman Marcia Goodman-Hinnershitz, Cantor Ted Prosnitz, Rabbi Brian Michelson and Rabbi Yosef Lipsker.
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By Laurie Waxler
Development Director

I t ’s  hard to bel ieve 
another year has passed, 
but I always look forward 
to a fresh start, despite 
the cold weather!  For 
some though, the holidays 
may be difficult if you’ve 
recent ly lost  someone 
special in your life. When my father 
passed away 19 years ago and we were 
still somewhat new to the area, it was so 
heartwarming to receive notes from the 
Federation of all the people who made 
contributions in memory of him. People 
who never met him, but wanted me to 
know they were thinking of me. I still have 
them, so if you were one of those people, 
please know how much I appreciated 
your kindness.

I learned at that time that it’s a Jewish 
custom and part of the foundation of 
Judaism to perform an act of tzedakah, 
or charity, to honor the memory of a loved 
one lost or the triumphs of a friend or 
family member. We send honorariums 
for births, engagements and marriages, 
bar and bat mitzvahs, and graduations. 
We send memorial contributions to those 
we’ve lost who are most dear to us, or 
in memory of their passing to their loved 
one.

There are a variety of funds our 
Fede ra t i on  has  t o  accep t  t hose 
c o n t r i b u t i o n s .  S o m e  s p e a k  f o r 
themselves, like Jewish Family Service, 
Jewish Cultural Center, and Jewish 
Federat ion (Annual Campaign) but 
others were set up as legacies to 
individuals who have had an important 
role in our Jewish Community. 

If you’d like to honor a loved one with 
any of these funds, you can go online to 
readingjewishcommunity.org and click 
on ‘ways to give’ or mail a check to the 
Federation.

Please see the accompanying list of 
the different funds and how contributions 
to these funds are used.

P l e a s e  b e  s u r e  t o  i n c l u d e 
instructions on who you are honoring 
or memorializing and we will send out 
an acknowledgment of your gift and 

they are l isted monthly in Shalom. 
Most funds have a $10 minimum with 
the exception of the Holocaust Library 
which is $18. 
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Maimonides Society

Your Jewish Legacy
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Book of Life

Letter of Intent

DONATE NOW
TO OUR
 JEWISH 

COMMUNITY 
CAMPAIGN

Please visit 
ReadingJewishCommunity.

org

Make your gift 
today!

Ways you can honor 
or memorialize a loved one

By Laurie Waxler
Many thanks  to  everyone who 

contributed to the 2022 Annual Campaign 
and helped us reach our fundraising 
goal of $315,000! Donations to the 2022 
Annual Campaign are more important 
than ever and support our entire Jewish 
Community. 

Our Jewish Federation of Reading 
remains committed to serving our 
community, and our existence here in 
Berks County is crucial for Jewish families 
living and working here in Berks County. 
We will continue to do whatever needs to 

be done to ensure we are here for future 
generations, as past generations did for us 
with their gifts of time, talent and treasure. 
Their gifts and continued support were the 
foundation of today’s Federation and with 
your continued support, we will be here for 
years to come. 

Your Annual Campaign contributions 
make a difference by allowing us to provide 
for our community members in a variety of 
ways:

• Our Jewish Fami ly  Serv ice 
supports community members of all ages 
and backgrounds. 

• Our Jewish Community Relations 
works with other minority groups in Berks 
County to promote good will throughout 
the community and actively builds positive 
relationships to counter increasing 
antisemitism.

• Our Lakin Preschool builds strong 
foundations for young Jewish families.

• Our Programming, offered for every 
age group, brings our Jewish community 
together.

Thank you again for allowing us to do 
this important work! Wishing you many 
blessings in 2023!

Sue B. Viener Memorial Fund for PJ Library, was set up by George
Viener to remember his late wife, a stalwart in our community,
serving on many boards, including the JCC and Oheb Sholom. Sue
was responsible for bringing PJ Library to our community, a non-
profit organization that provides free, monthly, Jewish-themed books
for any child with at least one Jewish parent, up to age 12. 

The Holocaust Library and Resource Center,  supporting Holocaust
Education, was dedicated in April, 1993 and is a collaboration
between the Federation and Albright College. In honor of the Lakin's
lifelong commitment to Holocaust education, the center was
renamed the Edwin and Alma N. '51 Lakin Holocaust Library and
Resource Center in May, 2014. 

The Harry and Rose Sack Fund,  supporting Adult Education at the
JCC, was established by their son, Al Sack, in their memory in 1992.
Harry and Rose were an integral part of the JCC and our community. 

The Evelyn F. Thompson Nursery School Scholarship Fund supports
our Lakin Preschool. Evelyn was the Director of the JCC preschool for
18 years and passed away in 2011.The fund was lovingly set up as a
testament to her many years of service.

The Doris Levin Fund, supporting Jewish Family Service, was named
in memory of a beloved Social Worker and mother of our current
Jewish Family Serivce Director, Carole Robinson. Doris was the
Federation's first social worker and dedicated many years of service
to our community.

Jewish Family Service contributions are put toward social services
and outreach provided by the Jewish Federation to our community.

Annual Campaign contributions support the general operations of
our Jewish Federation and can be toward whatever the current need
may be.

 

FUNDS FOR MEMORIALS AND HONORARIUMS

Thank you supporting our 2022 campaign!

THANK FORWARD

ANNUAL COMMUNITY CAMPAIGN 2022 |  DONATE TODAY

YOU!
ReadingJewishCommunity.org
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The opinions expressed in Shalom are of the writers and not the Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks

By Amanda J. Hornberger
Chief Operating Officer

My f irst connection to Jewish 
Federation of Reading came over 10 
years ago when I was hired as the new 
Coordinator of the Lakin Holocaust 
Library & Resource Center at Albright 
College. I was the third coordinator in the 
HRC’s history, and the following year we 
celebrated its 20th birthday. I’m proud to 
say that this April we’ll be celebrating the 
30th anniversary of the Lakin Holocaust 
Library & Resource Center. 

Even more important is the impact 
the HRC is still having in our community. 
In early December I was contacted by 
Michelle Kornblit, granddaughter of 
Holocaust survivors Celia and Maurice 

Kornblit, who lived in Reading after 
World War II. Michelle was doing family 
research and found her grandparents’ 
story on our HRC website. She asked 
if we had video testimony from them 
describing their experiences during the 
Holocaust. I quickly replied that we did 
and shared the links with Michelle. 

“I actually found my grandfather’s 
testimony last night on these links — he 
passed when I was 5 so this was the first, 
I was able to see/hear him explain what 
he went through. I am so appreciative 
that the center made these recordings 
for both Holocaust education but also 
preserving my own family history. I 
cannot overstate how glad I am that my 
grandfather’s testimony was recorded. 

It was not clear to me that it was ever 
formally recorded.”

It turns out that the Lakin HRC is 
the only home for Maurice Kornblit’s 
Holocaust testimony. Thanks to HRC 
founding coordinator Dan Tannenbaum 
for recording the Kronblits’ testimony 
and for JFR support for funds to digitize 
the VHS tapes when I first started at the 
HRC, Maurice’s story lives on.

Later in December I heard from 
Kim Yashek, daughter of the late local 
Holocaust survivor Richard J. Yashek. 
Kim was traveling in Germany and 
applying for German citizenship, based 
on her father’s citizenship. The German 
government was requiring copies of her 
father’s original documents including 

birth certificate and post-war ID card and 
her grandparent’s marriage certificate. 
Luckily, the HRC had these items 
digitized, and I was able to quickly send 
them to Kim and hopefully speed up the 
administrative process for her.

The Lakin Holocaust Library & 
Resource Center is a hidden gem, 
and its impact is still being felt three 
decades on. Thanks to your gifts to 
Federation, the HRC is able to continue 
to support local Holocaust education 
and also able to share the stories like 
those of Celia and Maurice Kornblit for 
generations to come.

Interested in learning more about 
the HRC? Email Amanda at amandah@
jfreading.org 

Impact of  Holocaust Library still felt 30 years on

Reaching the local Jewish community and beyond
By Margo Levin

As 2022 comes to an end, the Jewish 
Federation can be proud of its efforts to build 
bridges and strengthen its relationships 
with its partners in the community.  We 
have worked together with leaders in 
the Hispanic, African-American, Islamic 
and LGBTQ+ communities as part of our 
community outreach. The engagement 
with our friends is especially important at 
this time in light of the challenges we face 
as a Jewish community. Similar challenges 
are faced locally, regionally and nationally 
by other groups. Antisemitism is at an 
alarming level throughout the world, and 
our fellow community members have been 
targeted for their beliefs and identity as 
well. By coming together with our friends 
in the community we can address head-on 
the issues confronted by all of us.  

Much was accomplished in 2022, and 
with the power of community relations we 
can accomplish even more in the New 
Year and beyond. By working together and 
advocating on behalf of each other a real 
difference can be made. We are mindful 
of our core Jewish values including Tikkun 
Olam, repairing the world. We are also 
reminded to be thankful for all the work 
our local rabbis, JCC leadership and 
everyone else does to build relations with 
members of our community, especially 
including working with non-Jewish faith-
based groups as well as on the individual 
level no matter where they come from or 
what they believe in.

Berks County’s Jewish community 
has been standing in solidarity with 

our friends in other groups that 
have been targeted for their belieffs 
and identity. Above, a candlelight 
vigil in Reading in response to the 
massacre at an LGBTQ nightclub 

in Colorado Springs that killed 
a young man from Kutztown. At 
right, the Jewish Federation’s 

Margo Levin with local leaders 
of the NAACP. Such community 

partnerships took place throughout 
2022 and will continue.
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By Rabbi Yosef Lipsker
Chabad Center of Berks County

At  th is  t ime o f 
year, there is a lot of 
focus and attention 
on the cold weather 
and what tomorrow’s 
forecast will be.

W h i l e  s n o w 
a n d  i c e  c a n  b e 
t r e a c h e r o u s  a n d 
hazardous — with 
constant danger of slipping and falling 
— it also acts as a source of great 
fun and entertainment. Judaism views 
snow and ice as expressions of the 
outstanding creations of G-d, with 
a number of beautiful and stunning 

metaphors, representing some of the 
finest ideals in Judaism.

Let’s start with the whiteness of 
snow. White is the color of purity 
and innocence. Yom Kippur,  the 
quintessential day of purity, stands out 
as a day of white — particularly in our 
choice of clothing. Likewise, a bride 
and groom who wear white on their 
wedding day — their own individual 
Yom Kippur.

At the time of the Holy Temple in 
Jerusalem, there was a silk strand 
that hung on a wall. It was red, but on 
Yom Kippur — once the wrongs and 
the iniquities of the Israelite nation had 
been forgiven — a miracle occurred 
and the strand would turn white. This 

color white is compared to snow, as in 
the verse from Isaiah [1:18] “though 
your sins be as scarlet, they shall 
be as white as snow”. Indeed snow 
represents purity, forgiveness and 
virtue.

Snow also has a tendency to 
accumulate. In life, too, each eventful 
experience is an opportunity to grow 
and develop as a person — including 
bettering ourselves a Jews. These 
moments add up and accumulate, 
acting as stimulants to further — and 
better — success.

Then there is ice. Judaism views 
rain and water as metaphors for 
blessings — particularly noticeable 
and evident ones. This matches the 

visibility of flowing water. Ice conceals 
the water beneath. Judaism views 
frozen water as blessings which are 
concealed.

I t  i s  no t  on l y  b less ings  tha t 
can  be  concea led .  Ind i v idua ls , 
too, have hidden qual i t ies which 
are not always obvious. But they 
are definitely there. They need to 
be tapped into and recognized — 
allowing each of us to confidently 
shine and flourish.

Remain safe, warm and alert in 
the icy conditions. At the same time, 
remain connected to its fascinating, 
exc i t ing  and wonder fu l  lessons 
which actually warm the heart and 
the spirit.

What we can learn from snow and ice

Jewish Council for Public Affairs
The Jewish Council for Public Affairs 

has announced a major organizational 
reset at a crucial time, with the American 
Jewish community facing a series of 
growing challenges across the country. 
JCPA going forward will be a national 
convener of Jewish coalitions working 
to build a just and inclusive America 
— bringing together many local and 
national Jewish community relations 
and advocacy organizations in common 
cause with other diverse communities.  

JCPA wi l l  represent a strong 
independent voice within the American 
Jewish community on issues aimed 
at strengthening our democracy and 
commitment to an inclusive and just society 
out of the belief that such conditions are 
essential in a pluralistic society and for the 
well-being of the Jewish people and Israel. 
The reset takes place against a backdrop 
of rising antisemitism, racism, bigotry and 
hate, and polarization, and continued 
threats to our democracy.

To meet this moment and future 
challenges, the JCPA will have these 
priorities: 

• Convene two national Jewish coalitions 
working in common cause with the non-
Jewish community to ensure a strong 
democracy and a just and inclusive 
American society — with an opt-in approach 
for engaging and mobilizing communities, 
national organizations and individuals;

• Create a new Trendspott ing 
department to identify emerging issues 
and demographic trends of importance 
to our community; 

• Apply a fresh and nimble set of 
communications and policy resources 
on issues identified by JCPA as priorities;

• Provide strategic community 
relations guidance and engagement 
opportunities on JCPA-focused issues.

The new model recognizes the 
emergence of new Jewish organizations 
along with the importance of long-
established organizations engaged in 
public policy and community relations and 
seeks to strengthen our collective civic 
and intergroup relations engagement.

“These are difficult and unprecedented 
times for American Jewry. We are making 
these changes because we believe they are 
needed to meet this moment,” said David 
Bohm, JCPA Board Chair and leader of the 
Restructuring Team that conceptualized 
this reset. “Now is the time for the American 
Jewish community to increase its voice 
and impact by dramatically expanding our 
civic and intergroup engagement with an 
effective and increasingly strategic network 
that mobilizes advocates, including through 
Jewish Community Relations Councils 
(JCRCs) and national organizations. As we 
succeed in advancing a just and inclusive 
society, the security and well-being of all, 
including the Jewish community and Israel 
will be greatly enhanced,” Bohm added.

JCPA has a 78-year history as a 
national convenor, coalition builder, 
and policy advocate on a wide range of 
issues. JCPA has traditionally operated 
on a consensus model among 125 
national JCRCs and 16 National Jewish 
organizations. In today’s political climate, 
however, consensus is harder to obtain 
and assert on an across-the-nation basis. 
The JCPA is moving from a consensus 
and general membership model to the 
coalition model where policy will be 
driven and overseen by the JCPA board 
working closely with coalition members.

Forging a new strategic path for the 
JCPA was the product of an extensive 
process involving a Restructuring 
Team composed of large-city Jewish 
F e d e r a t i o n  e x e c u t i v e s ,  J C R C 
directors, representatives from Jewish 
Federations of North America and 
JCPA board members. The outcome 
was this new strategic reset and a 
vision for success. The initiative was 
supported through grants from several 
major Jewish Federations and the One8 
Foundation.

“At a time of rising hate, antisemitism, 
growing division over what constitutes 
fact and truth, assaults on Israel’s 
legitimacy, strains in American Jewish-
Israel relations, continued threats to 
our democracy and polarization within 
and beyond the Jewish community, the 

outcome of the Restructuring Team’s 
work reflected a shared understanding 
that a strong, strategic, and independent 
JCPA is more important than ever and that 
the organizational model of JCPA had to 
change,” stated Rabbi Doug Kahn, project 
consultant.

The JCPA announced three major 
philanthropic gifts to help the organization 
pivot to its new approach and ensure 
its sustainability. These lead grants 
include a three-year commitment by UJA 
Federation of New York, and significant 
gifts from JCPA Chair David Bohm and 
JCPA Past Chair and Restructuring Team 
member Lois Frank.  

Frank commented, “I went into the 
process not sure where it would lead 
and came out of it believing that the 
restructuring plan will enhance JCPA’s 
work, that JCPA’s unique role among the 
panoply of national Jewish organizations 
is compelling, and its success is essential 
for the future of American Jewry. My hope 
is others — when they learn about our 
reset — will step up their support as well.”

“As the issues facing the Jewish 
community continue to be increasingly 
complex, this newly scaled iteration 
of JCPA is appropriately positioned to 
leverage and capitalize on the community 
relations network that is crucial to our 
work,” stated Eric Goldstein, CEO, UJA-
Federation of New York.

“This is a huge moment for the American 
Jewish public affairs community. A more 
tightly focused JCPA will collaborate 
with other national Jewish organizations 
committed to common goals and 
develop enhanced resources to help 

local communities be effective actors on 
priority issues which are of concern to 
many American Jews. We couldn’t be more 
excited to see what happens now,” added 
Michael Fromm, JCPA’s Immediate Past 
Chair and a leader in the Berks County 
Jewish community.

“For my 28 years as head of the JCRC 
in Portland, Oregon, we have always 
valued JCPA’s guidance and national 
policymaking. With JCPA 2.0 there will 
be real change along with new ways to 
engage – for example participating in 
the national coalitions and in-depth trend 
analysis – that will benefit communities 
small and large across the country,” noted 
Bob Horenstein, JCRC Director Portland 
and member of the Restructuring Team.

A national search for the first CEO of 
the new JCPA has been launched.

About JCPA 
The role of the JCPA is to strengthen 

and leverage the Jewish community 
relations network across the nation 
to champion a just, democratic and 
pluralistic society and advance the 
right of full inclusion of all members 
of our society, including Jews, free of 
discrimination hate and prejudice.

Inspired by Jewish values of human 
dignity and equal justice under the law 
and an abiding commitment to vibrant 
and secure Jewish communities here, 
Israel and throughout the world, JCPA 
convenes and catalyzes its network 
to work with public officials and build 
deep relations and engage in advocacy 
coalitions based on shared goals with 
other civic, racial, ethnic and faith-based 
leaders and communities.  

JCPA reorganizes to address today’s challenges

Come see the Barrer & White difference!

311 Penn Avenue, West Reading, 19611   

  BarrerAndWhite.com      610-376-3956 

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE 
VEHICLE DONATION PROGRAM

Enjoy tax benefits when you donate your vehicle to 
JFS.  Contact Carole at 610-921-0624 or CaroleR@
JFReading.org or go to https://careasy.org/nonprofit/
JFS-Reading.
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Below are photos of the views Bill 
and Andi Franklin enjoyed from their 
room at the Beresheet Hotel in Mitzpe 
Ramon, Israel. Federation gave the 
couple a gift certificate toward their 
stay, and they stayed there during the 
start of Chanukah.

They shared these photos with the 
community with this accompanying 
message:

“We hope your Hanukkah was as 
wonderful as ours and that you have 
a happy, healthy, sweet New Year.

Andi and Bill”

Grief support group
Do you or someone you know have an interest in 

participating in a grief support group?

Please contact Carole at CaroleR@JFReading.org or 
call 610-921-0624.

Greetings and thanks 
from the Franklins

Learning about DaVinci 
at Noontime Knowledge

Scott Schweigert, Curator of Art at the Reading Public Museum, 
gave a fascinating lecture on Leonardo da Vinci on Nov. 15.  
Da Vinci believed the human form serves as the basis for harmony 
in the natural world.  In addition to his powerful art, da Vinci used 
his creative genius to improve machines in the fields of aviation and 
hydraulics. 

TotShabbat
Join us in the RCOS Chapel on Saturday,
February 11th  at 10:00 am

Join Rabbi Michelson for a musical, story-filled interactive 
hour for children through grade 2.  Members & non-members 
welcome.  No registration required.  Future Tot Shabbat 
dates: 3/11,4/15, 5/13, 6/17.
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By Amanda J. Hornberger
Berks County author Matthew Daub, will 

join us at the JCC for Noontime Knowledge 
on Tuesday, Jan. 17 at noon. Daub is the next 
author in Literatour Berks and will discuss his 
novel “Leaving Eastern Parkway”. 

Brooklyn’s Hasid ic community of 
Lubavitchers is turned upside down when 
family tragedy strikes and everyday life 
changes forever in the life of Zev Altshul. He 
is first placed into the care of the closed and 
close-knit community where he grew up, but 
soon realizes he can’t stay. His saving grace 
is handball; it’s his gift from God, and the one 
thing he can rely on as he is shuttled, chased, 
and abandoned by trusted elders, family, and 
friends. Even as Zev never fully escapes from 
the guilt of his choices, he sets course across 
the United States to discover where loyalty 
really lies and what it means. He seeks out 
his long-lost sister, only to find himself as 
unprepared for life outside the Lubavitcher 

community as he was unwilling to remain. 
Forced out of his second home, Zev 

plays handball to support himself in the 
goyische world, but obligations he doesn’t 
fully understand still tie him to Crown Heights 
and follow him to Chicago and New Mexico, 
threatening always to return Zev to life among 
the Lubavitchers. Lyrical, vivid, and thoroughly 
engaging, this is certainly among the first 
novels of its kind.

After his lecture, Daub will be on hand to 
sign copies of his book, which will be available 
for purchase that day. 

Registration is requested by calling 
Carole at  610-921-0624. Thank you 
to our Literatour Berks sponsors and 
partner Exeter Community Library for 
their support!
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Game Nights

Community Shabbat

Reading Jewish Film Series

Great Decisions

Interfaith Mitzvah Day

Yom Ha’atzmaut

PJ Library

PJ Our Way

Leo Camp Lecture

Tech Tuesday

Yom Hazikaron

Art Exhibits

Yom Hashoah

Annual Meeting and Picnic

Purim Carnival

Richard J. Yashek

Memorial Lecture   

Kristallnacht Remembrance

Youth Events

Purim Masquerade Party

Bridge

Chevra

Mahjong

Trips to NYC/Philadelphia

Lakin Holocaust Library

& Resource Center   

Shabbat B’yachad

Community Calendar

Matthew Daub

Local author and artist coming to JCC

Ziv Laskin leads the JCC Youth Group on a hike at Nolde Forest. Enjoying an Escape Room adventure.

Pizza time for youth group.

Youth and education activities abound

Ziv takes part in a Reading Public Museum program on holidays.
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Fun and fundraising at 
Leadership Gifts event 

The 2022 Federation Leadership Gifts event was held Dec. 18 at the 
GoggleWorks Center for the Arts. Many thanks to Luba and Michael Karchevsky, 
below, for their commitment to co-chair our Campaign. Above, Sue Weisberg, 
Alan Weisberg and Debbie Goldberg. At bottom, unsuspecting Andy Wernick 
is quickly hypnotized by mentalist Jason Suran. 

Obituary
Kenneth Sodomsky, 87 died on Nov. 

2. Ken was born and raised in Winnipeg, 
Canada, and earned a B.S. in engineering 
physics from the University of Manitoba. He 
earned a PhD  from the University of London 
Imperial College of Science and Technology 
in electrical engineering in 1959. Ken taught 
at the University of British Columbia and 
then joined Bell Labs in Reading, where 
he worked for 36 years  before retiring as 
a department head. Ken was a member, 
board member and officer of many local 
organizations including Shomrei Habrith, 
Chabad Lubavitch of Berks County, Junior 
Achievement and the Jewish Federation. 
He is survived by his wife of 66 years, Betty, 
and children Shelley (Barry) Segal, Allan 
(Robin) and Daniel, five grandchildren and 
two great grandchildren.

---
George Eligman, 99, died on Nov. 13. 

He is survived by his wife Marcia and sons 
Don and Bob.  Born in Brooklyn, George 
left N.Y.U. during World War II and joined 
the Army Air Force. He was a member of 
the Twentieth Air Force and served in the 
China-Burma-India campaign. Following 
the war, George returned to college, 
got married and moved to Reading. He 
owned a hosiery mill in Mohnton and later 
supplied sportswear to shops nearby.  

George had a wide range of interests 
including music of all kinds, art, history 
and keeping up with current events. He 
was a member of Kesher Zion Synagogue 
and served as President of the Jewish 
Federation.  He traveled to Israel just after 
the Six Day War and followed goings on in 
the Mideast faithfully.  George especially 
enjoyed spending time with his family, 
attending Philadelphia orchestra concerts 
and Phillies and Sixers games and dining 
out with friends.

---
Marcia Gross, 89, died in November 

in Raleigh, N.C. Born in Reading, except 
for her last years in Maryland and North 
Carolina to be near children she lived 
her whole life here. Marcia was a lifelong 
member of Kesher Zion Synagogue 
and was active in its sisterhood. She 
worked for more than two decades as an 
administrative assistant at Berks County 
Children and Youth, and following her 
retirement she enjoyed participating in 
community theater and activities in the 
Jewish community. Friends and family 
could always call on Marcia to help them 
when the need arose. She especially 
enjoyed spending time with her large 
extended family and is survived by her 
four children Seth, Mitchell, Renae and 
Matt, four grandchildren and two great-
grandchildren.

Mazel tov to Tootie Moyer on the Bat 
Mitzvah of her great-granddaughter Ava 
Endy. Ava’s grandmother is Aileen Endy 
and her parents are Jessica and Brett Endy.

***
Mazel tov to Sue Wilson on the birth 

of her granddaughter Macie Scarlett.  And 

mazel tov to Macie’s parents Michelle and 
Mike Taylor and big brothers Lennon and Leo.

Send good news to Marknem@aol.
com or call 610-921-0624.

Until next time: Shalom!

Page � Shalom March 2010

Community News

Lucy  Suzanne  Knoblauch 
Zeidman, 96, Wyomissing.

Surviving are a son, Bruce F., 
husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman, of 
Shillington; a brother, Harry Knoblauch, 
husband of Edith Knoblauch, of Reading; 
a sister, Ruth Balis of Wyomissing; and 
several nieces and nephews.

---
Irene S. Zeidman, 62, Wyomissing.  

She is survived by her brother Bruce 
F., husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman 
of Shillington.

 ---
Robert Berger, 54, Reading.
He was the former spouse of Lea 

Berger, Reading. He is survived by 
two daughters, Molly R. Berger, State 
College, and Bethany S. Berger, 
Reading; and one brother, Dr. Barry M. 
Berger, husband of Kathleen A. Vieweg, 
Boston, Mass.

---
 David Moyer, 85, Reading.
 He is survived by his wife, Marjorie 

L. (Sulman) Moyer.  He is also survived 
by his daughters, Aileen D., widow 
of Neal H. Endy, of Pennside, and E. 
Roxanne, wife of Les Walker, of Batavia 
Ohio; sons, Stan B. , husband of Kristine 
K. Moyer, of Sinking Spring and Jay 
H., husband of Margaret R. Moyer, of 
Muhlenberg Township.  Other survivors 
are grandchildren: Brett A. Endy, Chad 
M. Endy and Elizabeth K. Moyer; and 
great-grandchildren, Carson N., Logan 
C., Ardyn N. and Ava L. Endy

---
Shirley Robinson of B’nai B’rith 

Apartments. Survived by her Friendship 
Circle friends.

 ---
 Louis Malamud, 95, formerly 

of Temple.  He is survived by a son, 
Mitchel, husband of Laura Malamud, 
of Las Vegas; grandchildren Barry 
husband of Johna Malamud, Deborah 
Babbit-Malamud and Sheri Malamud; 
and great-grandchildren: Jessy Babbit, 
Carly Malmud and Ian Malamud.

Obituaries

By Joan G. Friedman
Congratulations to Korey Blanck  

and to Edith Blanck on the birth of 
their new granddaughter  and great-
granddaughter!

 ***
Mazel Tov to the Bluestone Family: 

To David and Marianna on their new 
daughter and to grandparents Eric and 
Marissa.

  ***
Congratulations to Charles and 

Brenda Diamond on the engagement 
of their son Brett and to grandfather Al 
Diamond.

***
Mazel Tov to Rosalind Hyman and 

her daughter, Attorney.Cathy Hyman 

Badal, who has received the honor of 
being chosen as the Child Advocate of 
the Year for the State of Pennsylvania.

***
Best wishes to our Berks County 

athletes competing in the 2010 Maccabi 
Games:

Emily & Jared Baksic, swimming
Andrew Blickle, basketball
Matthew Eisenberg, swimming
Hannah and Alexis Glassmire, 

swimming
Brandon Missan, soccer

Until next time: Shalom!
[Email all your simcha news to joan@

friedman.net]

All Around the Town_________

 I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea!
We hear this again and again from residents of The Highlands.

• People are so friendly.
• There’s so much for me to do.
• I love the independence and

privacy at The Highlands.
• I don’t worry about my future.
• Dining is like a fine restaurant.
• My kids are so glad I’m here.
• I feel like I’m at a resort.
• This was a smart and valuable

financial decision.
• They do things first class.
• I wish I’d moved here sooner.
• I love it here!

Come tour The Highlands.
Find out first hand why it is the best place for

retirement living.

EQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T Y

If you’re exploring options and choices
for your retirement years, be sure to call
us for a tour.  You too can be a part of
this wonderful lifestyle.  We have every-
thing from a studio apartment to gracious
cottages.  We would love to meet you
and answer your questions.

Call for lunch and a tour today.
�10-775-2300

www.thehighlands.org

Shalom Newspaper (Joan Friedman)
5” (2 col.) x 7”

Questions?
Contact Jodi Gibble, Marketing Director

The Highlands at Wyomissing
2000 Cambridge Ave., Wyomissing, PA 19�10

�10-288-3405

You’ve worked hard to accumulate your wealth. 

Trust it to someone who will work even harder to 

grow your assets and provide you with peace of mind 

as you plan for the future. From financial planning and 

investment management to custom credit solutions, 

deposit products and more. Clermont Wealth Strategies 

– personal, focused and highly confidential.

Financial Planning

Custom Credit Solutions

Wealth Preservation & Transfer Services

Comprehensive Investment Management

Bank Deposit & Convenience Products 

Retirement Planning

CLERMONT WEALTH STRATEGIES
A T

1.866.332.8393
clermontwealth.com

Securities and Insurance Products:
Not FDIC-Insured • Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency
No Financial Institution Guarantee • May lose value • Not a deposit

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Images from
Yemin Orde

Area resident and recent college 
graduate Jessica Flamholz sent us 
these pictures from her recent visit 
to Yemin Orde, an Israeli village 
for children and youth supported 

by our Federation. 

KEEP UP WITH THE COMMUNITY
Visit www.readingjewishcommunity.org

Help us help you
Please provide the Federation office with your up-to-
date contact information so we can reach you during 
emergencies and special circumstances. We will not 

publish or share unlisted numbers
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Federation Sixers game trip proves to be a winner

The Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks took a local group of fans to the Philadelphia 76ers game vs. the Toronto Raptors on Dec. 19 at Wells Fargo Center. It was Jewish Heritage 
Night at the arena, complete with a celebration of the second night of Chanukah.

JFS TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM
This program provides transportation to members of the Jewish community, age 60 and over or those with disabilities, 

who have no other way of getting around. It allows participants to retain their independence and keeps them from 
becoming homebound and isolated. It can be used for medical appointments, synagogue attendance,  

shopping and other errands.

It is easy to participate. Purchase a book of 25 taxi tickets from the Federation at a cost of $25. Each coupon is worth $3. The 
phone number for Reading Metro Taxi is printed on the ticket book. Call the company and arrange your ride. At the end of 

the ride, sign your coupon(s) before giving them to the driver. Tipping is left to the passenger’s discretion.  The coupon does 
not include the cost of tipping.

This program is subsidized by the Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks
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On a roll with 
Chanukah fun

Chabad of Berks County and the Jewish Federation of Reading/
Berks held a Chanukah celebration at Skateaway in Cumru 
Township, featuring a menorah made of roller skates. 

Awarded Medicare’s Highest Ranking – 5 STARS 
Highest Quality Care | Private Suites | Resort-Like Surroundings

Our team of skilled therapists promote functional independence and 
wellness in a holistic, personalized way – we aspire to restore your health 
as quickly and safely as possible. Our beautiful new rehabilitation center 
includes 18 private suites and is complemented by services and amenities. 

SHORT-TERM 
REHABILITATION 

2000 Cambridge Avenue | Wyomissing, PA 19610

Safely Welcoming Rehabilitation Patients! 
To speak to our Clinical Liaison:

610.775.2300       Thehighlands.org

By Carole Robinson
and Sari Incledon

 Jewish Family Service social workers 
visit Jewish patients at local hospitals, 
senior communities, nursing homes and 
rehab centers.

Our goal in these visits is both 

to be f r iendly and support ive at 
a  d i f f i cu l t  t ime ,  and  to  p rov ide 
social services that supplement and 
complement the case managers at 
these locations.

If you or a loved one is at a local 
hospital or nursing home and would like 

a visit, please call us.
If you or a loved one are treated 

at a hospital out of our area we are 
also available for follow-up visits upon 
discharge.

At times of ill health, stress or crisis, 
families are often looking for information 

about home care, t ransportat ion 
services, senior communities, nursing 
homes and rehabs. This is what we’re 
here for.

Please call Jewish Family Service 
social workers for help at 610-921-
0624.

JFS hospital and outpatient visits
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By Carole Robinson
M y  d a u g h t e r 

M a d e l y n  w a s 
pregnant with her first 
child in 2020 and had 
visions of exactly how 
she would spend her 
maternity leave during 
the summer.  She 
envisioned leisurely 
strolls through New 
York City’s museums, 
road-tripping to friends and families and 
enjoying the summer sun at her local pool. 
Regardless of how naïve her dreams of 
motherhood were, nobody could have 
predicted what was to come in March of 
2020 — a global pandemic. Her baby 
shower was canceled. She gave birth with 
a mask on, in a hospital that had a morgue 
truck to handle the uptick in deaths, with no 
visitors allowed. She was sent home after 
a whirlwind 24 hours. Her maternity plans 
were thrown out the window, and she spent 
the next few months navigating becoming a 
new mother during the start of COVID-19. 

The past few years dealing with a 
pandemic have been challenging for 
everyone and we have all faced loss — loss 
of a loved one, loss of a job, or even in the 
case of my daughter, loss of the way life 
was supposed to be. Nobody knows exactly 
what our lives will look in the future or even 
in a few days. Resilience means being able 
to adapt to life’s misfortunes and setbacks.  

Rebecca Soffer, author of “The Modern 
Loss Handbook: An Interactive Guide to 
Moving Through Grief and Building Your 
Resilience”, spoke to a group at the JCC 
on Nov. 29.  She advocates storytelling as 
a “change agent for both the storytellers 
and those who hear them,” providing space 
in her handbook to tell your stories. We 
need to share stories about life, not death, 
in order to remember and continue living.  

Although grief is an individual experience 
with distinct memories and preferences and 
the stories we tell will all be different, Soffer 

stresses that grief does not need to be 
isolating and lonely. This handbook was 
created to help the reader achieve three 
goals — figure out ways to stay connected 
to “your person,” figure out ways to stay 
connected to yourself, and figure out ways 
to stay connected to the world. This book 
is an opportunity to engage with yourself 
and others as you remember “your person.”  
Soffer acknowledges that grief and loss are 

messy, and she frequently employs humor 
to remind us that we’re still alive.

Despite being an individual experience, 
grief — according to Soffer — is the great 
equalizer, because we’re all going to 
grieve at some point in our lives. She uses 
a crab analogy as a way to navigate her 
book.  “Most (crabs) move in any direction 
as needed. They change course when

Continued on Page 11

Strengthen your resilience
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Food Pantry

Friendship Circle

Counseling Services

Transportation

Financial Assistance

Hospital and

   Home Visitations   

Living with Loss

Information and

   Referral   

Case Management

Holiday Programs

December
at JFS pantries

Gretchen Platt is among the volunteers at the Dec. 7 Olivet food pantry, 
where5,000 pounds of food were distributed to 250 households.

Rebecca Soffer with her book that offers tips on being resilient after a loss.

Thanks from Jewish Family Service 
Thank you to our December food pantry volunteers: Jannine Shapiro, Debra Montanino, 

Jenny Riley, Jeanine Levy, Mike Schein, Gretchen Platt, Paul Mintz, Annette Peppard, Cindy 
Balchunas, Pete Jacobson, Raymond Gehring, Oleg Umanov, John Incledon, and Phyllis and 

Michael Warshaw. With your assistance, we were able to provide food
and brighten the holidays for 400 households.
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Special times with Jewish Family Service

Friendship Circle January programs
Friendship Circle is held on the first and third Thursdays of each month at 1 p.m. at the JCC.

An optional lunch is served, followed by an entertaining or educational program or holiday celebration.

Programs are free; optional lunch is $7. Contact Carole at 610-921-0624 to make lunch reservations.

Thursday, Jan. 5 - Family Health Care Discussions
What do you want your health care to look like as you age?  Tom 

Maggiaro from Compassus will talk about making decisions with your 
family.  Make your wishes known to your loved ones so they don’t 

need to make choices for you.  

Thursday, Jan. 19 - “Banjo Bob” Concert
Sing along with “Banjo Bob” Balthaser. Join us for a fun-filled musical afternoon. 

Program sponsored by the Jacob Krumholz Fund.

Celebrating special occasions with Jewish Family Service. Top, Friendship Circle celebrates an early Thanksgiving in November, and Helene Berne sports a pilgrim hat. Above left, Mae Levy and Tootie Moyer enjoy 
Thanksgiving games. And above right, Claire Bram observes Shabbat at the Manor at Market Square with Jewish Family Service

Continued from Page 10
something isn’t working for them. They’re 
resilient.” Because we all experience grief 
in a different way, Soffer recommends 
flexibility.  “If something isn’t resonating 
with you, you can always pivot and see 
what works better. Think like a crab.”

In other words, Soffer suggests 
reading this book as if it has no beginning 
or end.  Go to the section that you find 
meaningful in the moment and follow 
the prompts, whether it’s creating new 

rituals, self-care, or how to respond to 
insensitive, hurtful comments.

Just as Soffer’s handbook is meant to 
guide you on your grief journey, JFS is also 
here to help you deal with adversity, listen 
to your feelings, and help you improve your 
resilience. One of our recent cases follows: 

Mrs. P’s beloved husband died from 
COVID two years ago, leaving her alone 
in a suburban house, shared only with 
her cat. Mr. P. had been responsible for 
maintaining the house, and Mrs. P. felt 

too overwhelmed with grief to handle 
household repairs.  Mrs. P. only left the 
house for doctor appointments, and 
she felt increasingly isolated and lonely. 
Her daughter lives in Vermont, visits 
infrequently and is not part of her daily life. 
Her friends have died or moved out of town. 
JFS social workers stepped in. We drove 
her to various senior residential facilities 
in Berks County, helped her choose a 
subsidized apartment based on her limited 
income and assisted her with her move. 

We also introduced her to other members 
of the Jewish community and took her 
to events. Mrs. P developed some new 
friendships, joined a synagogue and began 
to participate in community activities.  

Although she remains devoted to her 
husband’s memory, Mrs. P. has found 
reasons to smile again. And finding 
a reason to smile can make all the 
difference. As author Craig Stone once 
said, “Smile; it won’t add years to your 
life, but it will add life to your years.” 

RESILIENCE



SHALOM January 2023Page 12

JewishInsider.com
A bipartisan group of 125 lawmakers 

has urged President Joe Biden to establish 
a  “whole-of-government” approach to 
antisemitism, the broadest call yet for 
such a unified plan to combat spiking 
antisemitism across the country. 

In a letter to Biden, the lawmakers call 
on the administration to develop a “National 
Strategy to Combat Antisemitism” and 
suggest that the administration establish 
an interagency task force to combat 
antisemitism, led by an official with the rank 
of assistant secretary or higher to help the 
administration work more closely to tackle 
the problem.

The communique, organized by the 
chairs of the bipartisan Senate and House 
antisemitism task forces — Sens. Jacky 
Rosen (D-NV), James Lankford (R-OK) and 
Reps. Kathy Manning (D-NC) and Chris 
Smith (R-NJ) — includes 33 Senate and 
92 House signatories.

“Combating a growing threat of this 
magnitude, particularly here at home, 
requires a strategic, whole-of-government 
approach,” the letter’s signatories argue. 
“Antisemitic voices, inciting hateful and 
violent action, are finding new audiences, 
with anti-Jewish conspiracies gaining 
traction across the globe and through social 
media.”

The lawmakers argue that interagency 
coordination should include “a broadly 
understood definition of antisemitism,” as 
some individual agencies have adopted, 
as well as “closer coordination” among 
the various entities involved in combating 
antisemitism, across the administration and 
within Congress, to share information, fill 
gaps and minimize overlaps.

“The strategic collaboration of such 
entities would also send a key message to 
the American people and the international 
community that the United States is 
committed to fighting antisemitism at the 

highest levels,” the letter continues.
The lawmakers further request that 

the administration work with the leaders 
of the House and Senate task forces and 
nonprofit leaders to develop a national 
strategy.

“At this moment of heightened 
antisemitism, fighting hate cannot be a 
partisan issue. That Sens. Rosen and 
Lankford, and Reps. Manning and Smith 
have come together with more than 100 
of their colleagues — a critical moment 
where members not only reached across 
the aisle, but across chambers as well — to 
stake out a position on this is a welcome 
and necessary show of leadership from 
the Hill,” Dan Granot, the Anti-Defamation 
League’s director of government relations, 
told Jewish Insider. “ What they are 
demanding is what ADL has long called 
for in our COMBAT Plan: A unified national 
strategy to combat antisemitism. Our 
leaders cannot approach this problem 

passively — or haphazardly.  Now is the 
time for a concerted, coordinated, whole-of-
government strategy to address the hatred 
that is becoming dangerously mainstream.”

The letter follows movement on the 
Hill pushing for such a national strategy — 
Sen. Ben Cardin (D-MD), joined by Rosen 
and others, convened a meeting on 
Capitol Hill last week with administration 
and nonprofit leaders to discuss such a 
national strategy. 

Rosen pressed FBI Director Christopher 
Wray and Secretary of Homeland Security 
Alejandro Mayorkas on whether they would 
support a national strategy to combat 
antisemitism at a Senate hearing last 
month. Both said that they would.

Second Gentleman Doug Emhoff, 
White House advisers Susan Rice and 
Keisha Lance Bottoms and antisemitism 
envoy Deborah Lipstadt also hosted a 
meeting at the White House with Jewish 
leaders to further discuss antisemitism.

Bipartisan effort forming to fight antisemitism

SATURDAY, APRIL 15, 2023
AWARD PRESENTATION AT 6:00 PM

COCKTAILS & HEAVY HORS D’OEUVRES
IMMEDIATELY FOLLOWING

THE RUTH & IRVIN BALIS
VOLUNTEER APPRECIATION AWARD

WILL BE PRESENTED TO

SAVE THE DATE

ANNETTE PEPPARD

04.15.23

Poetry corner

Art is beautiful the whole world around.
Try to see and try to know,

And you will have a lot to show.
To dream, to think, to visualize

Of birds and flowers and gorgeous things
Which make you feel inspiring.
This is art in all its eternal bliss.

For life has all this to offer!!
So let’s seal it with a kiss!!

— Ethel Engel

Beauty for All to See

A member of the franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC

Thinking about buying or selling?
David Spillerman, REALTOR®

cell: 610-207-1223  |  office: 610-372-3200

Your World.
Under One Roof.

January �  Tevet-Shevat 

Shabbat Candle Lightings 
	  

Torah Portions	  

January 6 
4:35 p.m. 
 
January 13 
4:42 pm  
 
January 20                                                                                                              

January 7/14 Tevet 
Vayechi (Genesis 47:28-50:26) 
 
January 14/21 Tevet 
Shemot (Exodus 1:1-6:1)) 
 
January 21/28 Tevet 

4:50 pm 
 

Va’era (Exodus 10:1-13-12) 
 

January 27 
4:58 p.m. 
 
                                                                                                                           

January 28/6 Shevat 
Bo (Exodus 10:1-13:16) 
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Community 
announcement

The Kesher Zion Cemetery Board wishes to once again 
invite the Jewish Community to purchase burial plots, 
perpetual care, and Chevra Kadisha in accordance with 
your individual planning needs. 

Until Feb. 28, the purchase cost of a burial plot is $750, 
the associated mandatory perpetual cost is $750 and the 
cost of Chevra Kadisha is $250 for a total individual 
membership cost per person of $1,750. The current cost 
for a non-member is $5,250. 

Effective March 1, there will be an increase for all 
member purchases of burial plots to $800, and the cost 
of associated mandatory perpetual care will be $800. The 
cost of Chevra Kadisha will remain at $250. Therefore, the 
total cost of all member purchases made after Feb. 28, will 
be $1,850. The new cost for a non-member is $5,550. 

To purchase at the pre increase rate structure it is necessary 
for payment in full to occur no later than Feb. 28.

The selection of your desired burial plot(s) is subject to 
our availability and the weather conditions, should you 
wish to visit the cemetery to make your selection.   

Interested parties should contact either Larry Fogelman or 
Bob Caster at your earliest convenience. 

KESHER ZION  
CEMETERY ASSOCIATION                      

Office: 
555 Warwick Drive 
Wyomissing, PA 19610 
Phone: 610-374-1763 
Fax: 610-927-6248 
Email: kzsecretary@entermail.net 
 

Cemetery: 
1051 Philadelphia Avenue 
Shillington, PA  19607 
 

By Ziv Laskin
Before I came to the U.S., I was wondering how the 

Jewish holidays would be observed in a country where Jews 
are not the majority. Will they be similar to how I celebrate 
with my family in Israel, or completely different to how I was 
used to in my home-country.

In December we celebrated Chanukah, a fabulous 
holiday, for eight days of getting together, lighting the 
Chanukkiah and eating a lot of latkes and sofganiyot (jelly 
doughnuts). I would like to share with you my experience of 
Chanukah in Israel.

The atmosphere before the holiday is felt all over the 
country. I remember when I was a child l learned about 
the Maccabees at school and we performed shows about 
the miracle of Chanukah. The teacher gave us sofganiyot, 
and then we rushed home for the start of eight days of 
vacation.

The Chanukkiah on every window in every neighborhood 
illuminates the streets in Israel, and every single neighborhood 
has a huge Chanukkiah to give light for everyone. On the 
streets in the Jewish Quarter of the Old City in Jerusalem 
you can find  menorahs inside glass boxes along the whole 
street; every person shares the light of the menorah.

Jewish holidays couldn’t be without food. The most famous 
dish for Chanukah is the sofganiyot, the simple combination 
of fried dough and strawberry jam. It is phenomenal. The 
bakeries prepare for Chanukah by making sofganiyot with 
a lot of varieties of flavors and competing to see which has 
the most extravagant sofganiyot.

On the first evening of Chanukah people get together, 
often at the work place to light the first  candle of Chanukah, 
and after that they meet again with family or friends to light 
the Chanukkiah again,  because, of course, one time it not 
enough.

Chanukah is a very special holiday for me. I like the light 
of the Chanukkiah, the food and to meet  with my extended 
family. I am glad that the Reading Jewish community has 
the special feeling of Chanukah.

 Happy Holyday   חמש גח

How Chanukah is celebrated in Israel
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Pediatric and Adult Patients 
Treating Ear, Nose, Throat Problems  

Thyroid Nodules, Neck Masses & Sinusitis

Physicians: 
James P. Restrepo, M.D., FACS, ECNU 

Charles K. Lutz, M.D., FACS 
Jeffrey S. Driben, M.D., FACS, ECNU

Scott J. Cronin, M.D.
Adam P. Vasconcellos, M.D.

Nurse Practitioner: 
Rosemarie Montgomery

MS, CRNP, FNP-C

ENT Head & Neck Specialists, PC  
985 Berkshire Blvd., Wyomissing  
610-374-5599 • www.ent-hns.net

Providing diagnostic and rehabilitative services for all types of hearing loss, for any age group. 
Hearing and Balance Disorders 

State of the Art Hearing Aid Fittings 
In House Hearing Aid Repairs

Audiologists: 
 

Melanie A. Appler, AuD, FAAA
Matthew R. Bonsall, AuD, FAAA

Jenna L. Galan, AuD, CCC-A

Chanukah celebration at RCOS
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A Chanukah mitzvah

Esther Shanahan, shown here with Jewish Family Service director Carole Robinson, planned and coordinated 
a Chanukah mitzvah project for RCOS Sisterhood and families and delivered gifts for JFS clients. JFS wants to 

thank everyone who participated in this Chanukah mitzvah. Our clients are so grateful for the gifts.

Please join us in the back room of 
Building 24, 115 Bern Road, Wyomissing.
Contact the Temple office with questions 

at temple.office@ohebsholom.org 
or 610 375-6034.

Reform Congregation
Oheb Sholom invites you to

FEB.8TH
6TO8PM

WEDNESDAY

HAPPY HOUR
BLDG24

803 Penn St., Reading, PA 19601 • www.manoratms.com • 610-624-1299
We are an equal opportunity housing provider. We do not discriminate on the
basis of race, color, national origin, religion, sex, familial status or disability.

Donate & Dine
at Wyomissing Family Restaurant, 1245 Penn Ave., Wyomissing

Wednesday, January 11 • 11am-1pm
Bring a donation of new gloves and 
socks for seniors in need in the  
Reading area and enjoy a 
complimentary buffet lunch.
MUST RSVP to Christine at  
610-624-1299 by January 6.

Sponsored by
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Busy Chanukah at Chabad

Chabad organized numerous Chanukah activities this year. Clockwise from top left: Rabbi Lipsker organized a Chanukah party and menorah lighting at Caron Treatment center; Chabad men’s cooking group enjoyed Latke 
Reubens and some choice beers (next program is pizza making on Jan. 8); Some members of Cteenjr visited the Highlands to bring Chanukah joy to the residents there;  The Family Donut Bake at CHS was a really fun morning 

getting all in to the spirit of Chanukah. Filling and decorating donuts, lots of fun games, dancing and a presentation by Ziv about Chanukah in Israel.
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Chanukah party at Kesher Zion

This month’s dates: Jan. 8 and 22
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10
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silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Contributions as of Dec. 16
Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In memory of:

Ken Sodomsky — Anzie & Ed Golden; Sharon & Julian Syret
George Eligman — Anzie & Ed Golden; Louise Zeidman; Eunice Boscov
Father of Fran Brandt — Sharon & Julian Syret
Gladys Lewis — Sharon & Julian Syret

In honor of:
Haia and Meir Mazuz with thanks for a wonderful evening: Souders-Hofmann-

Zobian families and DeDe Wotring

Jewish Family Service
In memory of:

Marcia Gross — Lila Shapiro & Family; Louise Zeidman & Family
Ken Sodomsky — Sheila & Bob Spector
Harold Spector — Sheila & Bob Spector
Gladys Lewis — Rebecca & Guy Noll

JFS Taxi Service
In memory of:

 Larry Rotenberg’s sister — Henry & Helene Singer

Sue B. Viener Memorial Fund for PJ Library
In memory of:

Janice Babitt — Michele & Ben Leisawitz

Harry & Rose Sack Fund (Adult Programming)
Get well:

Speedy recovery for Brenda Seidel — Al & Nancy Sack

Edwin & Alma Lakin Holocaust Library & Resource Center
In memory of:

Larry Rotenberg’s sister — Debbie Goodman

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  
Jewish Family Service    
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    
JFS Food Bank     
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  
Doris Levin Fund     
Sue B. Viener Memorial Fund for PJ Library 
Harry & Rose Sack Fund    
Evelyn Thompson Fund    


