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By Amanda J. Hornberger

You are 
i n v i t e d  t o 
a  b i r thday 
party! Come 
celebrate Tu 
B ’ S h e v a t 
with a Seder 
and special 
concert on 
S u n d a y , 
Jan. 16. Our 
musical guests, Kol B’Seder, will lead 
this unique event, which will include a 
special Seder, music and a light dinner.

Tu B’Shevat is the New Year of the 
trees. So, a birthday party for trees is in 
order. A Seder for trees was created by 
the mystics of Safed and based on the 
Passover Seder. The order of prayers 
and fruits restores cosmic blessings by 
strengthening and repairing the Tree 
of Life. We participate in this repair by 
eating particular fruits in a particular 
order — or so the mystics tell us. We 
eat fruits or nuts with shells, fruits 

with pits and no shells, and fruits with 
neither shells nor pits.

It is also believed that when a person 
is fortunate enough to have sufficient food 
to eat, he or she must show appreciation 
by giving food to those who are not so 
fortunate. Part of the funds collected will 
be donated to Leket Israel, a nonprofit that 
collects and distributes food to those in 
need in Israel.

Kol B’Seder is the popular musical 
duo of Cantor Jeff Klepper and Rabbi 
Dan Freelander. They are authors of 
classic rendit ions of “Shalom Rav” 
and “Lo Alecha”. They will sing their 
greatest hits and will lead the Seder with 
participation from our local clergy.

To celebrate the Reading birthday 
party for trees, join us at 5:30 p.m. on 
Sunday, Jan. 16, at RCOS/KZ, 555 
Warwick Drive in Wyomissing. Together 
we will repair the Tree of Life, feed the 

hungry of Israel and ‘toast’ our trees. 
The cost is $10 per person and includes 
a light dinner of soup, salad and Seder 
fruits and nuts. Children ages 12 and 
under are free. Masks and vaccinations 
for those eligible are required.

 RSVP requested by Wednesday, Jan. 
12, at ReadingJewishCommunity.org or 
call 610-921-0624.

Rabbis Brian Michelson and Yosef Lipsker with Mayor Eddie Moran and Councilwoman Marcia Goodman-Hinnershitz at  Reading’s menorah lighting ceremony in Penn Square, 
an event organized under the auspices of the Jewish Federation of Reading/Berks. See more photos on Page 15. (PHOTO BY BEN HASTY, COURTESY OF READING EAGLE)

Kol B’Seder

Chanukah celebration in Reading

Learn more about Leket 
Israel. See Page 2

Join us for special Tu B’Shevat 
Seder and concert



SHALOM January 2022Page 2

De
ve

lo
pm

en
t

Annual Campaign

Women’s Philanthropy

Maimonides Society

Your Jewish Legacy

Chai Circle

L’Chaim Society

Book of Life

Letter of Intent

DONATE NOW
TO OUR
 JEWISH 

COMMUNITY 
CAMPAIGN

Please visit 
ReadingJewishCommunity.

org

Make your gift 
today!

By Laurie Waxler
Development Director

When I first 
started in this 
position people 
were ta lk ing 
about pledges 
for the Annual 
Campaign. The 
only pledges I 
had worked with were for Capital 
Campaigns when you knew you 
had a big project coming up, 
usually a large new building of 
some sort. I didn’t know much 
about the Federation’s annual 

pledge campaign.
Essen t ia l l y,  a  p ledge 

campaign is one that accepts 
pledges of promised support at 
a later time instead of the actual 
funds immediately. This doesn’t 
stop anyone from making a 
one-time financial gift anytime 
throughout the year, but by 
making a pledge, the Federation 
can better prepare for the year 
ahead with the knowledge 
of approximately how much 
money we have to work with.

It would make sense that the 
larger the donation, the more 

important the pledge, but that 
isn’t always true. All pledges are 
important, big and small, and 
when you make a pledge, we 
can send gentle reminders so you 
don’t forget. I have had several 
recent phone calls inquiring about 
whether or not a gift was made 
this year. Time flies and people 
think they gave in 2021, but their 
last gift may have been in 2020 
or before. Pledges help keep us 
all on track.

You should have received a 
letter in the mail with some 2021 
Highlights and a pledge form for 

the 2022 Annual Campaign. By 
completing the form, you will be 
following in the footsteps of the 
many donors before you who 
built our Federation, supporting 
the entire Jewish community 
of Reading and Berks County. 
Please note there are a variety 
of payment options….quarterly, 
semi-annually and annually….
whatever works best for you.

I do hope you will consider 
making a meaningful pledge to 
financially support your Jewish 
Federation for 2022. We can’t 
be truly successful without it.

My Learning Curve

What is a pledge and why is it important?

From onine news reports
In the same way that too 

much dressing ruins a salad, 
too much carbon dioxide (CO2) 
in the Earth’s atmosphere 
ruins the air. This is one of 
the main drivers of today’s 
environmental crisis. Climate 
scientists agree that in addition 
to preventing further damage to 
our atmosphere we must isolate 
and remove excess carbon 
dioxide to reverse existing 
damage.

But this task is like trying 
to scrape the dressing off a 
tossed salad. Which is why a 
new approach from Israel — 
capturing CO2 when it’s frozen 
at high altitude, using high-tech 
materials carried by balloons — 
could totally disrupt the carbon-
capture technology world.

“Humanity generates 50 
billion tons of CO2 each year 
from electricity generation, 
d e f o r e s t a t i o n ,  h e a t i n g , 
transportation and industry. 
Around half of it stays in the 
atmosphere, causing floods, 
fires and climate change,” says 
Nadav Mansdorf, cofounder 
and CEO of Ramat Gan-
based Labs. “There are a lot 
of resources being allocated 
to capturing CO2 from the air 
because if we don’t, we are 
facing a catastrophe.”

The problem is that current 
carbon-capture technologies 
are removing no more than a 
few thousand tons annually 
out of that 25 billion. About two 
years ago, scientist Eran Oren 

phoned Mansdorf to share an 
ingenious idea. “Eran called me 
at 4 a.m. and said he found a 
solution for the world’s biggest 
problem. I think we haven’t slept 
since then,” Mansdorf jokes.

Oren, a veteran of the IDF’s 
Talpiot program for promising 
young physicists, had pored over 
every climate-change report he 
could find. His research moved 
him from initial skepticism to 
all-out alarm.“It’s far worse 
than generally presented to the 
public.” Scaling up CO2 capture 
seemed critical, and he drew on 
his knowledge in chemistry and 
advanced materials to propose 
how to do this better.

The key, Oren believed, 
was ultralow temperatures. At 
high altitudes, CO2 freezes and 
becomes easier to remove from 
the atmospheric salad. Advanced 
materials that work as sponges 
and filters also work better at 
lower temperatures. “We use 
these phenomena to make the 
task of carbon capture from the 
mixture much more efficient in 
cost and time, making carbon 
capture an actual valid solution 
for climate change,” says Oren.

The 4 a.m. phone call came 
after a sleepless night of figuring 
how to use balloons to do the 
job. “The field of high-altitude 
ballooning has undergone a 
leap in technology over the last 
decade,” says Oren, explaining 
that Google, Amazon and NASA 
have developed ways to drive 
balloons up and down in a 
highly controlled manner.

Mylar balloons are strong, 
cheap and lightweight. Filled with 
helium or hydrogen, they can lift a 
payload way up high, in this case 
a storage vessel for CO2.High 
Hopes proposes using fleets 
of such balloons to extract the 
frozen gas from the air 10 miles 
above ground in stages. Strong 
winds blow the CO2 through the 
vessel and it sticks to the high-
tech filter material inside.

T h e  C O 2  i s  h e l d 
unde r  p ressu re  a t  h i gh 
concentrations and brought 
down to be sequestered safely 
underground. “Nadav and I were 
developing the technology for a 
year before we were satisfied 
with its feasibility. We performed 
proof-of-concept experiments 
and that was our launching point 
to the next phase,” says Oren.

The project was at first 
bootstrapped because “ i t 
seemed too crazy to ask anyone 
else to fund it,” says Mansdorf.\ 
“When we did our calculations 
and understood it’s possible and 
scalable and makes sense, we 

raised money from angels in 
less than a month, about a year 
ago. Now we are raising a major 
seed round.”

Whereas the Swiss company 
Climeworks reports that it can 
capture carbon at a cost of 
$1,000 or more per ton, High 
Hopes plans to start pricing 
around $100 per ton and reduce 
it by half as they scale up. And 
instead of capturing 1,000 tons 
of CO2 per year, High Hopes 
aims to capture at least one 
ton per day per balloon. A fleet 
of such balloons could capture 
billions of tons, Mansdorf says.

Coming out  of  s teal th 
mode on Earth Day last April, 
High Hopes receives daily 
inquiries from governments, 
energy companies and large 
corporations across the world. “It 
is a very humbling experience. 
We are small and new, not 
famous or rich, but there are 
weeks in which each evening 
we have Zoom meetings with 
Fortune 500 companies,” says 
Mansdorf.

Fleets of  balloons could clean CO2 from air

Tu B’Shevat and Leket Israel
From Federation staff

Tu B’Shevat is the New Year for Trees. 
This is when the sap rises and the new 
season’s fruits begin to sprout. Many think of 
Tu B’Shevat as the Jewish Arbor Day when 
trees are planted in Israel. It is also a day 
dedicated to feeding the hungry since fruit 
is so essential to our diet. 

There are, unfortunately, many in Israel 
who live below the poverty line and struggle 
to buy fresh food. At the same time, one-third 
of all food produced in Israel is wasted, as it 
is here and worldwide. Most of that excess 
is healthy and safe to eat.

Leket Israel rescues this excess food 
to provide fresh produce and cooked meat 
meals for those in need.  The food is delivered 
to nonprofit organizations that feed Israelis 
of all backgrounds and religions. Recipients 
include Holocaust survivors, immigrants, the 
elderly, single parent families, kids at risk and 

working Israelis not earning enough to cover 
their basic needs.

Leket Israel is fulfilling the ancient biblical 
command to ‘leket’ (glean) the fields for 
the benefit of those in need. Leket staff 

and tens of thousands of volunteers pick 
fruit and vegetables in fields and orchards 
that farmers leave behind. When you visit 
Israel, you too can be part of this mitzvah 
by volunteering for a day at Leket. Surplus 
meals from hotels, army bases, corporate 
cafeterias, restaurants, and catering halls 
are also collected and delivered to schools 
for youth at risk, soup kitchens, homeless 
shelters and other organizations that feed 
struggling Israelis.

Tu B’Shevat is a perfect time to increase 
our commitment to protect the environment 
and be thankful for trees and fruit.  It is 
also a time to increase our commitment to 
feeding the hungry in the land of Israel.  We 
hope you will join us Jan. 16 to celebrate Tu 
B’Shevat where 10% of funds collected will 
be donated to Leket Israel by our Reading 
Jewish community. 

See details on Page 1.
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From online news sources
The United Nations General Assembly 

has voted 129-11 to approve a resolution 
that disavows Jewish ties to the Temple 
Mount and calls it solely by its Muslim name 
of al-Haram al-Sharif.

The text, referred to as the “Jerusalem 
resolution,” is part of a push by the 
Palestinian Authority and the Arab states 
across the UN system to rebrand Judaism’s 
most holy site as an exclusively Islamic 
one.

The United States, which opposed the 
text, said that the omission of inclusive 
terminology for the site sacred to three 
faiths was of “real and serious concern.”

“It is morally, historically and politically 
wrong for members of this body to support 
language that denies” both the Jewish and 
Christian connections to the Temple Mount 
and al-Haram al-Sharif.

The US has not been the only country 
to voice concern over the lack of inclusive 
language. In an attempt to ensure support 
for the resolution, its authors had made 
some small amendments since the UNGA 
last approved the resolution in 2018 by 
148-11. That text referenced al-Haram 
al-Sharif twice, one in the action portion of 
the resolution and once in the introduction.

This time, the phrase al-Haram al-
Sharif was mentioned only once in the 
introduction. Despite this shift, support for 
the resolution dropped, with the number 
of countries that abstained growing from 
14 to 31.

Three years ago, all the European 
countries supported the text, this year 
a number of them changed their votes. 
Hungary and the Czech Republic opposed 
the resolution, while Albania, Bulgaria, 
Denmark, Germany, Lithuania, the 
Netherlands, Romania, Slovakia and 
Slovenia abstained.

A British envoy said “the resolution 
adopted today refers to the holy sites in 
Jerusalem in purely Islamic terms without 
recognizing the Jewish terminology of 

Temple Mount. “The UK has made clear 
for many years that we disagree with 
this approach and while we welcome the 
removal of the majority of these references, 
we are disappointed that we were unable to 
find a solution to the final reference.

“The UK has therefore moved our vote 
today from a ‘yes’ to an ‘abstention.’ If the 
unbalanced reference had been removed, 
the UK would have been ready and willing 
to vote ‘yes,’” the British envoy said.

“This should not be misunderstood as a 
reflection of a change in UK policy toward 
Jerusalem. Instead, it is an important 
signal of our commitment to recognizing 
the history of Jerusalem to the three 
monotheistic religions,” he said.

The EU took a middle-of-the-road 
stance, in which it welcomed amendments 
the PA and the Arab groups made to 
reduce the annual number of some 20 
resolutions on Israel which it presents to 
the UNGA for approval. “The EU reiterates 
that whenever referring to the Temple 
Mount/al-Haram al-Sharif in the Jerusalem 
resolution both terms, ie, Temple Mount 
and al-Haram al-Sharif should be used,” 
an EU representative said.

The same is true for any text relating 
to Jerusalem, the EU envoy explained. 
“The EU calls on all sides not to deny the 
historical ties of other religions to the city 
of Jerusalem and its holy places, thus 
trying to delegitimize their history,” the EU 
envoy said.

In spite of his words, a fair number 
of EU member states approved the text, 
including Belgium, France, Spain and 
Italy. The Palestinian Ambassador to the 
UN Riyad Mansour thanked those who 
support the Jerusalem text, noting that it 
was “an appropriate and needed resolution 
to give hope and support to our people.” It 
pushed back at attempts to transform the 
Israeli-Palestinian conflict into a “religious 
confrontation,” Mansour said.

He noted that it relied on language 
on Jerusalem which had already been 

approved in UN Security Council 
resolutions. He called on the UN to 
accept Palestine as a member state and 
to hold Israel accountable for its refusal 
to withdraw to the pre-1967 lines so that 

a two-state resolution to the conflict can 
be implemented. “We will never accept 
to continue living under occupation in an 
apartheid system, we deserve freedom and 
dignity in our homeland.”

By William D. Franklin
President

Last  month  we 
celebrated Hanukkah, 
our Festival of Lights. 
It commemorates the 
recovery of Jerusalem 
and the miracle of 
a day’s supply of oil 
lasting for eight days 
in the rededicated 
Temple. Symbolically, this is meaningful 
to us as we, too, have recovered 
our homeland, Israel. Its 73 years of  
existence after our 2,000 years of exile 
is also a miracle. And we, as Jews, have 

also endured and thrived and continue to 
shine brightly as a light unto all nations 
and mankind.

In January we celebrate Tu B’Shevat, 
the New Year for Trees. We eat fruits and 
nuts traditionally associated with the land 
of Israel. The 15th (Tu) of the month of 
Shevat is an important marker for trees 
in Israel. This is the beginning of Israel’s 
spring, when things warm up and the 
buds on fruit trees begin to sprout. We 
revere trees because, in our tradition, 
trees are a metaphor for the Torah — our 
Tree of Life. Tu B’Shevat is also a timely 
opportunity to raise awareness of our 
environment and renew our efforts to 

protect it. There are many teachings in 
Jewish sources, such as the Tu B’Shevat 
Seder, which guide us in celebrating and 
guarding nature.

I am struck by the connection of 
these two holidays. Our ability to be 
fruitful depends on the strength of our 
roots. To nurture our roots, we must 
remember, honor, and be thankful to 
those who persevered and gave us our 
Judaism. And we must be proud of the 
fruits of Judaism that we enjoy today. As 
a result we, as ‘trees of life’, will be able 
to produce Jewish fruits — our children 
and grandchildren who will continue to 
bloom for generations to come.

The Viol ins of Hope programs 
reminded us of the value of music. It 
connects us to our history and each 
other in deep ways. We are bringing in 
Kol B’Seder to lead us in celebrating Tu 
B’Shevat on Jan. 16 at RCOS/KZ. They 
are well-known Jewish musicians who 
have delighted Jewish communities 
for many years. We will have the 
opportunity to continue to remember 
and celebrate in the next months and 
will engage other musical groups to 
celebrate our holidays.

 I hope you will join us as we honor 
our past, celebrate being Jewish today, 
and nurture our Jewish fruits of tomorrow.

From the President’s Desk

Nourishing our roots at New Year for Trees

129 nations are ignoring Jewish ties to the Temple Mount
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By Amanda J. Hornberger
Every year on Jan. 27, the world 

gathers to remember victims of the 
Holocaust on the anniversary of the 
liberation of Auschwitz-Birkenau. Known 
as International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day, it is a day to commemorate and 
remember.

The community is invited to mark 
International Holocaust Remembrance 
Day on Thursday, Jan. 27 ,at 7 p.m. 
at the JCC. At that event we will 
honor and recognize the winners of 
the Violins of Hope essay contests 

and hear the winning high school 
and middle school students read their 
essay aloud. 

Our educational goal for Violins of 
Hope was to use the exhibit as a tool to 
talk about current antisemitism, racism 
and hatred and the history of the 
Holocaust through individual choices. 
The essay contest was designed as 
a way for students to reflect on what 
they learned from the Violins of Hope 
educational presentation and ask 
students to think about what they 
could do to create unity within our 

community.
Philip Boehm, translator of “The 

Passenger”,  wi l l  be our featured 
speaker. Ulrich Boschwitz, a young 
German Jew, wrote the book in 1938 
immediately after the Kristallnacht 
November pogroms. “The Passenger” 
offers an intimate portrait of Jewish life 
in pre war Nazi Germany at the onset of 
dehumanization, before the yellow star 
was imposed.

Lost for decades, “The Passenger” 
was translated and published in English 
for the first time in 2021.  Boehm will 

discuss why this book should have been 
read in 1938 and why it should be read 
today.

Join us in-person at the JCC on 
Thursday, Jan. 27, at 7 p.m. for this 
important event. You can register for 
this event on our website: https://
readingjewishcommunity.org/

Please note masks are encouraged 
for all visitors to the Jewish Cultural 
Center. 

Thank you to the sponsors and 
patrons of Literatour Berks for making 
this event possible.

Special event at JCC to mark
International Holocaust Remembrance Day
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By Amanda J. Hornberger
Two translators of foreign 

language books will join Literatour 
Berks in January. 

Join us virtually on Monday, 
Jan. 10, at 7 p.m. for a conversation 
with Joyce Zonana, translator 
of “A Land Like You” written 
in French by Egyptian-Jewish 
writer Tobie Nathan. Zonana is an 
award-winning writer and literary 
translator, born in Cairo, Egypt, 
and living in New York. “A Land 
Like You” is her third translation.

“A Land Like You” is set in 
Cairo in 1925, in Haret al-Yahud, 
the old Jewish Quarter. Esther, a 
beautiful young woman believed 
to be possessed by demons, 
longs to give birth after seven 
blissful years of marriage. Her 
husband, blind since childhood, 
does not object when, in her effort 
to conceive, she participates in 
Muslim zar rituals. Zohar, the 
novel’s narrator, comes into the 
world, but because his mother’s 
breasts are dry, he is nursed by a 
Muslim peasant — also believed 
to be possessed — who has just 
given birth to a girl, Masreya. 
Suckled at the same breasts and 

united by a rabbi’s amulet, the 
milk-twins will be consumed by a 
passionate, earth-shaking love. 

For International Holocaust 
Remembrance Day on Jan. 27 
our speaker will be Philip Boehm, 
translator of “The Passenger”, 
written by 23-year-old Ulrich 
Boschwitz in 1938, fresh in the 
wake of the Kristallnacht pogroms. 
Called a best book of 2021 by 
The Guardian, it is hailed as a 
remarkable literary discovery, a lost 
novel of heart-stopping intensity and 
harrowing absurdity about flight and 
persecution in 1930s Germany.

“The Passenger” is set in 
Berlin, Germany in November 
1938 .Jew ish  shops  have 
been ransacked and looted, 
synagogues destroyed. As storm 
troopers pound on his door, 
Otto Silbermann, a respected 
businessman who fought for 
Germany in the Great War, is 

forced to sneak out the back 
of his own home. Turned away 
from establishments he had long 
patronized, and fearful of being 
exposed as a Jew despite his 
Aryan looks, he boards a train.

And then another. And another 
… until his flight becomes a frantic 
odyssey across Germany, as he 
searches first for information, 
then for help, and finally for 
escape. His travels bring him 
face-to-face with waiters and 
conductors, officials and fellow 
outcasts, seductive women and 
vicious thieves, a few of whom 
disapprove of the regime while the 
rest embrace it wholeheartedly.

Clinging to his existence 
as it was just days before, 
Silbermann refuses to believe 
what is happening even as he is 

beset by opportunists, betrayed 
by associates, and bereft of 
family, friends, and fortune. As 
his world collapses around him, 
he is forced to concede that his 
nightmare is all too real.

Philip Boehm has translated 
more than 30 novels and plays 
by German and Polish writers, 
including Herta Müller, Franz 
Kafka, and Hanna Krall. For these 
translations, he has received 
numerous awards, including NEA 
and Guggenheim fellowships and 
most recently the Helen and Kurt 
Wolff Translator’s Prize. He also 
works as a theater director and 
playwright.

Join us in-person at the JCC 
on Thursday, Jan, 27, at 7 p.m. 
to hear Boehm speak about the 
relevancy of “The Passenger” in 
today’s world. 

Register for both events 
o n  o u r  w e b s i t e :  h t t p s : / /
readingjewishcommunity.org/

Please note masks are 
encouraged for all visitors to the 
Jewish Cultural Center. 

Thank you to the sponsors 
and patrons of Literatour Berks 
for making this event possible. 
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Translators are highlight at Literatour Berks

Joyce Zonana

By Adi Shalev
Throughout the years, Jewish people 

were spread out around the world in different 
countries with different cultures and traditions. 
Each community has a different story and a 
different unbelievable journey.

Israel is a melting pot that is made up 
of these diverse communities and cultures. 
We often don’t hear much about these 
communities. Their stories must be heard. 

In this online lecture series, we will hear 
the stories of five different Jewish communities 
from personal perspectives.

On Jan. 4, I will share my Iraqi grandparents’ 
story. We will talk about what it was like to live 
as a Jewish person in Iraq and what changed 
over the years. Also, what finally brought the 
Israeli government to execute the “Ezra and 
Nehemiah” operation, which brought them to 
Israel. Last, how difficult it was to move to a 
new country.

On Jan. 25, Patrik Tepman, Community 
Shaliach at “Kings Bay Y” JCC in Brooklyn, 
will share his family’s personal story of life as 
a Russian-speaking Jew in Israel. Come hear 
and explore the journey of Jewish immigrants 
from the USSR. Learn about the roots and 
symbols that led his family to escape from 
Ukraine to Beer Sheva.

On Feb. 10, (please note this is the only 
lecture on a Thursday) we will host Or Eliaz, 
an Israeli Fellow in Milwaukee, to talk about 
Mashhadi Jews from Iran.  Or will share his 
family’s heritage. He will tell how hard they 
worked to keep their Judaism, even when they 
were forced to leave it and convert to Islam. 
This is a beautiful story that brings the belief 
in God and the willingness to come to Zion 
together.

On March 1, we will host Ethan Souffir, an 
Israeli Fellow in Montreal, who will talk about 
Tunisian Jews.  Ethan’s family ended up in 
France from Tunisia. Ethan will share what 
it was like to grow up as a person of color 
in France, address his connection to Israel, 
and what made him decide at the age of 18 
to leave his family & friends and start a new 
life in the holy land.

Last, on March 22, we will host Hanna 
Bloch, Community Shlicha in Madison, to talk 
about Israeli Jews. Hanna will share the story 
of her grandmother, Savta Meira, and her 
family. Hanna’s grandmother was a seventh-
generation Jerusalemite. She was a child when 
the state of Israel was established. Hanna grew 
up on stories about those times and her family. 

She will share some of these stories in her talk.
These lectures are open and appropriate 

for children, teens, and adults. JCC members 
are free, others $5 per lecture. For registration 
and the zoom link, please check the Jewish 

Federation of Reading weekly email or website. 
I’m looking forward to seeing you at these 

special lectures.
For any questions, please email me at 

AdiS@JFReading.org.

Jewish communities and their immigration to Israel

Philip Boehm
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Israel21c.org
Watergen, an Israeli company focusing 

on collecting drinking water from the air, 
was selected by automaker Ford Motors 
to provide built-in water generators in 
its adventure recreational vehicles. The 
project, called Mobile Box, is the world’s first 
vehicle on-board drinking system capable of 
extracting clean water from ambient air, the 
company said. The product was revealed 
on the Ford Ranger pickup at the Specialty 
Equipment Market Association (SEMA) show 
in Las Vegas. It was also displayed at the 
Smart Mobility Summit in Tel Aviv.

The Mobile Box will be preinstalled on 
Ford vehicles and can generate up to 25 liters 
per day of fresh drinking water, using only a 
12V power supply and access to fresh air to 
produce the water.

Ford will mount the Mobile Box unit, 
which is fitted with sturdy wheels for ease 
of transport, on the flatbed of the Ranger 
where it will occupy minimal space due to 
its compact dimensions, the company said. 
The ability to produce clean drinking water 
without relying on an external water source 
is a game changer for those who seek off-
grid adventures. The Watergen Mobile Box 
system can be mounted externally on trucks, 
trailers, buses, RVs, motor homes and all 

modes of luxury land and sea transport. And 
at only 30 kg., the impact on fuel consumption 
is minimal. All the system requires for optimal 
water production is access to fresh air, a 
temperature between 15°C and 45°C and 
20%-99% humidity.

 Following the announcement, a Ford 
Ranger fitted with Watergen’s Mobile Box 
will embark on a 12-month tour of the 
United States in collaboration with Outside 
magazine, where journalists and members 
of the public will be able to see the system 
first-hand.

Watergen, established in 2009 in Petah 
Tikva, uses a series of filters to derive water 
from air through a process that involves 
chilling the air to extract its humidity. Its 
products have been deployed in countries 
around the world as well as throughout 
Israel. In 2019, a machine was installed at the 
Western Wall in Jerusalem providing drinking 
water made from thin air.

The collaboration with Ford underlines 
Watergen’s ambition to become a global 
automotive supplier, it said. The company’s 
water generators are also made in different 
sizes to supply water for cities, villages, 
commercial centers, schools, hospitals, 
offices, residential buildings and private 
homes.

803 Penn St., Reading, PA 19601 
www.manoratms.com

Why is Manor at Market Square 
the best choice for senior couples?

  Flexible living options that  
enable couples to stay together

 Large apartments

  Three nutritious meals served  
restaurant style

 On-site physical therapy

 Transportation

Learn more by calling  
610-624-1299 or email  

mkusnierz@manoratms.com.

The Watergen Mobile Box is seen installed in a Ford vehicle.

By Amanda J. Hornberger
For environmentalists, Tu B’Shevat 

is an ancient and authentic Jewish 
“Earth Day” that educates Jews about 
the Jewish tradition’s advocacy of 
responsible stewardship of God’s 
creation as manifested in ecological 
activism. Among them, contemporary 
versions of Tu B’Shevat, emphasizing 
environmentalist concerns, are gaining 
popularity.

Since Tu B’Shevat and Martin Luther 
King Jr. Day fall on the same date, this 
year our MLK Youth Day of Service will be 
combined. Focusing on taking care of our 

Earth, our theme this year is recycling, 
and we will be collecting used clothing 
and toys.

When we talk about the environment, 
we usually talk about recycling and 
reusing bottles, papers, packages, etc., 
But we don’t think about the clothes 
we wear. The clothing industry is one 
of the most polluting industries, but 
we barely talk about it, and there is no 
big awareness of the issue. Therefore, 
when we donate clothes and purchase 
items from a second-hand store, we are 
actually making a big impact and helping 
the environment.

The community is invited to donate 
used clothing and toys to the JCC 
from now until Jan. 16, which will be 
our annual MLK Youth Day of Service 
event. Kids ages 5 and older are invited 
to the JCC at 10 a.m. on Jan. 16 to help 
sort the clothing and toy donations, 
which will be donated to local nonprofit 
partners. Adult volunteers are invited 
to join.

Observed each year on the third 
Monday in January, Martin Luther 
King Jr.  Day is  the only federal 
holiday designated as a National 
Day of  Service to encourage al l 

Americans to volunteer to improve 
their communities. 

When Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. 
spoke at the March on Washington in 
1963, he described a “fierce urgency 
of now.” More than 50 years later, 
his words have renewed meaning. 
In context of thinking of the future of 
our planet, the sense of urgency is 
increasing annually. Please join us to 
celebrate Tu B’Shevat and MLK Day 
during this fun, family-friendly event.

RSVPs requested to Amanda at 
amandah@jfreading.org by Friday, Jan. 
14.

Youth Day of  Service 
to mark MLK Day, Tu B’Shevat

✡ Tevet-Shevat 

Shabbat Candle Lightings Torah Portions

 
 
 
 
January 7 
4:36 p.m. 
 
January 14 
4:43 p.m. 
 
January 21 
4:51 p.m.       
 
January 28 
4:25 pm 
 
 
 
 
 
 
                                                                                                             

 
January 1/ 28 Tevet 
Va’era (Exodus 6:2-9:35) 
 
January 8/6 Shevat 
 Bo (Exodus 10:1-13:16) 
 
January 15/13 Shevat 
Beshalach (Exodus 13:17-17:16) 
 
January 22/20 Shevat 
Yitro (Exodus 18:1-20:23) 
 
January 29/27 Shevat 
Mishpatim (Exodus 21:1-24:18) 
 
 
 

Ford uses Israeli tech to offer ‘water made from air’

JEWISH FAMILY SERVICE 
VEHICLE DONATION PROGRAM

Enjoy tax benefits when you donate your vehicle to JFS.  
Contact Carole at 610-921-0624 or CaroleR@JFReading.org 
for more information or go to https://careasy.org/nonprofit/
JFS-Reading.
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By Rabbi Yosef Lipsker
Chabad Center of Berks County

A m a n  w a l k e d 
into a jewelry store to 
purchase a gift for his 
wife. The store was 
tasteful, sparkling and 
impressive. Beautiful, 
quality pieces were 
gleaming brightly under 
the presentation glass. 
The man began to 
inquire about the character and caliber of 
the various items.

It was a prominent establishment. The 
furniture and layout proclaimed class and 
elegance. The business had obviously 
been around for a number of generations. 
Portraits of previous proprietors adorned 
the walls. From the beautiful canvases, 
distinguished faces looked down with 
authority and intelligence.

However, something was not right. The 
man standing behind the counter did not 
seem to possess adequate proficiency 
and expertise. The seller seemed out 
of his depth; an impostor. His lack of in-

depth knowledge about the jewelry in his 
own store was embarrassing. He hardly 
inspired confidence.

When challenged, he pointed towards 
the impressive portraits. “You see these 
fine men” the man remarked, “they are 
my ancestors. My father, grandfather, 
and great-grandfather”. His point was not 
lost: I have good, solid, pedigree. I am an 
established vendor.

The reply was swift: “if your father 
or grandfather was standing behind the 
counter — while you were the one in the 
portrait — I wouldn’t hesitate to buy a 
valuable and precious item!”

It’s a classic. It fits any scenario wherein 
one attempts to gain an advantage by 
drawing attention to the reputation of one’s 
ancestors.

Genealogy is a fascinating pastime. 
The human race is intrigued by its 
ancestry — and rightly so. As Jews, we 
are especially captivated by our origins. 
Our history has reached every corner of 
the globe, with so many ups and downs. 
The landscape, and conditions, which 
forged our unique identity is of great and 

valuable interest.
The different places, with its foods, 

customs, t radi t ions,  chal lenges, 
discoveries and identity is vital in helping 
us understand and appreciate our role 
and our uniqueness. Why we are the 
way we are.

Judaism has always placed tremendous 
value on “Yichus” —  genealogy.

Like the men in the portrait. Their 
unquestioned reputation was not in doubt. 
But it was clear that it had not been carried 
forward.

To succeed in life, one must take the 
power afforded by the past and make it 
one’s own. To grab the gift, capture the 
mastery, embrace the opportunity and to 
then implement it as a current skill and 
talent.

On Jan. 16 and 17 we will celebrate 
Tu B’Shevat — the New Year for trees. 
It is a day when we pray for the welfare 
of trees and that the fruits should 
ripen well and be delicious. Why on 
that date?

Because it is the midpoint of winter, 
when the intensity of the cold gradually 
diminishes. It is when most of the year’s 
rain (in Israel) has fallen. As a result, 
the sap begins to rise, developing and 
spreading through the tree, eventually 
causing the initial ripening of the fruit, a 
clear sign that the new fruit has arrived.

Judaism encourages us to look at 
the world around us and to learn from 
everything we see and notice. On the 

festival of Tu B’Shevat we cast a closer 
look at trees.

A tree does not shift or move from its 
spot. It is planted, and it then remains, 
and grows, in that same location. But 
with the strength of this foundation, it 
accomplishes so much. It grows taller and 
higher, and it branches out and grows fruit 
year after year.

As humans, we do move around 
and make our mark in multiple locations 
and environments. But the key is to be 
attached to the source of nourishment 
and sustenance — our heritage and 
background. Like a tree, one can then 
grow and develop, leaping ahead to 
further success and blessing. Being 
attached to the source guarantees that 
one will always remain on track.

Like fruits from a tree, which rely on 
the health and strength of the mother 
tree so, too, humans rely on the strength 
and encouragement of parents. The 
more confident the parent, the more love 
showered by them, the more the child 
learns to develop and progress.

The ultimate testament to the tree 
remains when a seed is extracted from 
its fruit and planted — producing further 
fruit, with the same ability to generate yet 
more produce.

Good parents bequeath all this. It is 
their Yichus.

Now it is up to their progeny to create 
their own Yichus.

Trees and humans really are so alike.

Trees and people have much in common

TotShabbat
JOIN US!
January 22nd  at 10:00 am*

Tot Shabbat will be in person with masks and proper spacing.*

Join Rabbi Michelson for a musical, story-filled 
interactive hour for children through grade 2.  Members & 
non-members welcome.  No registration required.  Zoom link 
available at ohebsholom.org.  Future Tot Shabbat dates:
2/12, 3/12,4/23, 5/14, 6/25

Come see the Barrer & White difference!

311 Penn Avenue, West Reading, 19611   

  BarrerAndWhite.com      610-376-3956 
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Life at The Highlands at Wyomissing® is filled with fun,  
culture, and incredible amenities and services. Relax and put your 
feet up. Express yourself through art, music or gardening. Try a 

new exercise class. Whatever you desire, whatever you need,  
retirement living at The Highlands is a great choice.

What ’s the Deal 

2000 Cambridge Avenue | Wyomissing, PA 19610

For an insider’s look at life at The Highlands, 
Berks County’s only Life Care Community,  

join us for an upcoming event. 

Join our mailing list today!
610.775.2300 | Thehighlands.org/evenTs 

W I T H  L I F E  AT  T H E  H I G H L A N D S ? 

By Carole Robinson
and Sari Incledon

For many years, Jewish Family 
Service has been able to get the names of 
all Jewish hospital patients, both affiliated 
with congregations and non-affiliated 
from Reading Hospital and St. Joseph’s. 
This allowed us to visit as many patients 

and families as possible and provide 
social service and friendly supportive 
visits.  Fortunately, we continue to receive 
daily emails from Reading Hospital of all 
Jewish patients, unless they request that 
their names not be shared.

Unfortunately, after the merger of Penn 
State Health and St. Joseph’s Hospital, 

this information is no longer available from 
them. Despite several conversations with 
St. Joseph executives, they claim HIPAA 
and security concerns prevent them 
from proactively sharing this information.  
In addition, because so many Jewish 
patients are unaffiliated, the information 
is not made available to our rabbis.

If you, family members or your 
friends are hospitalized at Penn State 
Health- St. Joseph’s Hospital, please be 
aware of the need to contact us and/or 
your congregation to receive supportive 
services and a personal visit.

Please call 610-921-0624 if you have 
any questions.

Help us support our hospitalized

Obituaries
Joan Seidenman Mellon, 97, of 

Reading. Joan was born and raised 
in Philadelphia. She attended Duke 
University, where she met her husband, 
Dr. Robert Mellon. Joan worked as a 
social worker for Head Start for many 
years. She was an avid reader and 
enjoyed painting, classical music and 
tennis. In 2019 with the help of her 
caregiver she published a memoir, 
“Okinawa Yo,” based on her young 
married life with her husband in Okinawa.  
She is survived by her sons; Michael of 
Denver, Seth and Noah of Reading and 
Adam of Switzerland, there is also one 
granddaughter, Zoe.

---
Nelson “Nic” Cohen ,  81,  of 

Reading. Nic was a member of Reform 
Congregation Oheb Sholom, where 
he was president for three years and 
served on numerous committees. 
He was a graduate of Reading High 
School and the Wharton School of 

the University of Pennsylvania. After 
graduation he began a 56-year career 
in the family business Astor Knitting 
Mills, manufacturing and retailing 
ladies swimwear, where he and his 
brother Bruce became co-owners and 
co-CEO’s. Nic enjoyed skiing and 
served as president for the Flying 
Dutchman Ski Club. He was an on-
the snow official at the 1980 and 1984 
Winter Olympics. He is survived by 
his brother Bruce of Reading and his 
nephew Seth of Colorado and his niece 
Jacqueline of Illinois. Other survivors 
include his stepbrother Bernard Fromm 
and his wife, Barbara, of California, his 
stepsister Penni Fromm of Florida, and 
many other stepnieces and nephews.  
He is also survived by Bernadene 
Burdick, his housemate of many years.

---
Jacob “Jack” Gernsheimer, of 

Bernville.  Jack was a graduate of Penn 
Bernville High School and Syracuse 
University and served in the Army 
during the Vietnam Era. He was a 

member of Reform Congregation Oheb 
Sholom. After graduation he worked 
at J. Walter Thompson in New York, 
the world’s largest advertising agency 
at that time. In 1971 he and his twin 
brother Jeff founded Partners Design, 
and the tiny studio grew to achieve 
international fame, receiving national 
and international design awards.  
Some of the most recognized local 
works include the Boscov’s logo and 
the Carpenter logo. Jack taught design 
at Pennsylvania School of Art and 
Design and Kutztown University. He 
volunteered his time and graphic talents 
to numerous community organizations 
such as Berks County Prison Society, 
Berks Talk Line, Meals on Wheels and 
the Social Action Committee of RCOS.  
He is survived by his wife, Nancy Wolff, 
of Bernville, his twin brother Jeff and 
his wife, Jan, of Bernville and his sister 
Sharon Gernsheimer and her husband, 
Barry Levine, of Bernville, his daughter 
Jessica Battaglia and predeceased 
by his son Gabriel. Others survivors 

include his grandchildren, nephews 
and nieces and numerous cousins.

---
Meyer Weiner, 97, of Wyomissing. 

Meyer was born in Philadelphia and 
was a veteran of World War II. After 
the war he graduated from Temple 
University with a degree in accounting.  
Meyer worked as a special agent in 
the Treasury Department and later 
opened a private accounting practice 
in Reading.  He is survived by his wife, 
Jane, of Wyomissing; his daughter 
Carol Kaplan and his sons Carl, 
Samuel and David.  He is also survived 
by five grandchildren and one great-
granddaughter.

---
Barbara G. Stein, 91, of Reading.  

Barbara was a member and first woman 
president of Reform Congregation Oheb 
Sholom.  She worked as a  real estate 
agent for Coldwell Banker in Reading.  
She is survived by her son Kenneth M. 
Stein and his husband Robert J. Reilly 
of Brooklyn.

Mazel tov to parents Korissa and 
Chad Schlanger and grandmother 
Sue Schlanger on the birth of Ever J. 
Schlanger, Nov. 30

***
Mazel tov to Sue Wilson on the 

bir th of  grandson Paxton James 
Chabin .   Maze l  tov  to  Paxton ’s 

parents Tracy Wilson  and Alex 
Chabin.

***
Mazel tov to Sue and Michael 

Farrara on the birth of their grandson 
Landon James Farrara to Erica and 
Steve Farrara of New Jersey.

We love good news about members 
of our community! Please share it by 
emailing Marknem@aol.com or calling 
610-921-0624.

Until next time: Shalom!
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Community News

Lucy  Suzanne  Knoblauch 
Zeidman, 96, Wyomissing.

Surviving are a son, Bruce F., 
husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman, of 
Shillington; a brother, Harry Knoblauch, 
husband of Edith Knoblauch, of Reading; 
a sister, Ruth Balis of Wyomissing; and 
several nieces and nephews.

---
Irene S. Zeidman, 62, Wyomissing.  

She is survived by her brother Bruce 
F., husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman 
of Shillington.

 ---
Robert Berger, 54, Reading.
He was the former spouse of Lea 

Berger, Reading. He is survived by 
two daughters, Molly R. Berger, State 
College, and Bethany S. Berger, 
Reading; and one brother, Dr. Barry M. 
Berger, husband of Kathleen A. Vieweg, 
Boston, Mass.

---
 David Moyer, 85, Reading.
 He is survived by his wife, Marjorie 

L. (Sulman) Moyer.  He is also survived 
by his daughters, Aileen D., widow 
of Neal H. Endy, of Pennside, and E. 
Roxanne, wife of Les Walker, of Batavia 
Ohio; sons, Stan B. , husband of Kristine 
K. Moyer, of Sinking Spring and Jay 
H., husband of Margaret R. Moyer, of 
Muhlenberg Township.  Other survivors 
are grandchildren: Brett A. Endy, Chad 
M. Endy and Elizabeth K. Moyer; and 
great-grandchildren, Carson N., Logan 
C., Ardyn N. and Ava L. Endy

---
Shirley Robinson of B’nai B’rith 

Apartments. Survived by her Friendship 
Circle friends.

 ---
 Louis Malamud, 95, formerly 

of Temple.  He is survived by a son, 
Mitchel, husband of Laura Malamud, 
of Las Vegas; grandchildren Barry 
husband of Johna Malamud, Deborah 
Babbit-Malamud and Sheri Malamud; 
and great-grandchildren: Jessy Babbit, 
Carly Malmud and Ian Malamud.

Obituaries

By Joan G. Friedman
Congratulations to Korey Blanck  

and to Edith Blanck on the birth of 
their new granddaughter  and great-
granddaughter!

 ***
Mazel Tov to the Bluestone Family: 

To David and Marianna on their new 
daughter and to grandparents Eric and 
Marissa.

  ***
Congratulations to Charles and 

Brenda Diamond on the engagement 
of their son Brett and to grandfather Al 
Diamond.

***
Mazel Tov to Rosalind Hyman and 

her daughter, Attorney.Cathy Hyman 

Badal, who has received the honor of 
being chosen as the Child Advocate of 
the Year for the State of Pennsylvania.

***
Best wishes to our Berks County 

athletes competing in the 2010 Maccabi 
Games:

Emily & Jared Baksic, swimming
Andrew Blickle, basketball
Matthew Eisenberg, swimming
Hannah and Alexis Glassmire, 

swimming
Brandon Missan, soccer

Until next time: Shalom!
[Email all your simcha news to joan@

friedman.net]

All Around the Town_________

 I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea!
We hear this again and again from residents of The Highlands.

• People are so friendly.
• There’s so much for me to do.
• I love the independence and

privacy at The Highlands.
• I don’t worry about my future.
• Dining is like a fine restaurant.
• My kids are so glad I’m here.
• I feel like I’m at a resort.
• This was a smart and valuable

financial decision.
• They do things first class.
• I wish I’d moved here sooner.
• I love it here!

Come tour The Highlands.
Find out first hand why it is the best place for

retirement living.

EQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSINGEQUAL HOUSING
O P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T YO P P O R T U N I T Y

If you’re exploring options and choices
for your retirement years, be sure to call
us for a tour.  You too can be a part of
this wonderful lifestyle.  We have every-
thing from a studio apartment to gracious
cottages.  We would love to meet you
and answer your questions.

Call for lunch and a tour today.
�10-775-2300

www.thehighlands.org

Shalom Newspaper (Joan Friedman)
5” (2 col.) x 7”

Questions?
Contact Jodi Gibble, Marketing Director

The Highlands at Wyomissing
2000 Cambridge Ave., Wyomissing, PA 19�10

�10-288-3405

You’ve worked hard to accumulate your wealth. 

Trust it to someone who will work even harder to 

grow your assets and provide you with peace of mind 

as you plan for the future. From financial planning and 

investment management to custom credit solutions, 

deposit products and more. Clermont Wealth Strategies 

– personal, focused and highly confidential.

Financial Planning

Custom Credit Solutions

Wealth Preservation & Transfer Services

Comprehensive Investment Management

Bank Deposit & Convenience Products 

Retirement Planning

CLERMONT WEALTH STRATEGIES
A T

1.866.332.8393
clermontwealth.com

Securities and Insurance Products:
Not FDIC-Insured • Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency
No Financial Institution Guarantee • May lose value • Not a deposit

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Images from
Yemin Orde

Area resident and recent college 
graduate Jessica Flamholz sent us 
these pictures from her recent visit 
to Yemin Orde, an Israeli village 
for children and youth supported 

by our Federation. 

KEEP UP WITH THE COMMUNITY
Visit www.readingjewishcommunity.org
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By Alan Baker and Lea Bilke
On Nov. 9, the Fourth (Special 

Political) Committee of the UN General 
Assembly adopted by a 160-1 vote a 
draft resolution on Palestinian refugees. 
The U.S. abstained, although all previous 
administrations, apart from the Obama 
administration, had voted against this 
resolution.

In 1999, the U.S. representative 
(representing the Clinton administration) 
stated, “This delegation could not 
support unbalanced resolutions which 
attempted to prejudge the outcome of 
negotiations; lasting peace would come 
from agreements reached among the 
parties themselves, not from any action 
taken by the Committee.”

The international media pounced 
on the latest change in the U.S. 
voting pattern, erroneously claiming 
that it signified “support by the Biden 
administration for a right of return for 
Palestinian refugees to sovereign Israel.” 
In fact, the U.S. vote-change signifies no 
such thing, and the resolution does not 
mention any right of return for Palestinian 
refugees.

Several international legal and 
political documents try to tackle the 
question of return of refugees, but they 
do not establish any right of return 
for Palestinian refugees. UN General 
Assembly Resolution 194 states that 
“refugees wishing to return to their homes 
and live at peace with their neighbors 
should be permitted to do so,” but no 
resolution of the General Assembly has 
the capacity to determine laws or establish 
rights. The term “should” underlines that 
this is solely a recommendation.

Moreover, a “right of return” does not 
appear in resolutions of the UN Security 

Council, the International Covenant on 
Civil and Political Rights (ICCPR), or 
in Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process 
documentation.

On November 9, 2021, the Fourth 
(Special Political Committee) of the 
United Nations General Assembly’s 76th 
Session voted to adopt a draft resolution 
enti t led “Assistance to Palestine 
refugees.”1 This resolution, adopted 
annually for over 70 years, calls inter alia 
for continued assistance for Palestinian 
refugees and continued support for the 
work of the United Nations Relief and 
Works Agency for Palestine Refugees 
(UNRWA). The resolution was adopted 
by a recorded vote of 160 in favor and 
1 against (Israel), with nine abstentions 
(Cameroon, Canada, Marshall Islands, 
Federated States of Micronesia, Nauru, 
Palau, Papua New Guinea, United 
States, and Uruguay).

In this vote, the United States 
changed its traditional opposition to 
the draft resolution and abstained. In 
fact, the United States’ voting history 
regarding this resolution indicates that 
all previous administrations, apart from 
the Obama administration, have voted 
against this resolution. In his explanation 
of the vote in the Fourth Committee of the 
UN General Assembly in 1999, the U.S. 
representative (representing the Clinton 
administration) stated, “his delegation 
could not support unbalanced resolutions 
which attempted to prejudge the outcome 
of negotiations; lasting peace would 
come from agreements reached among 
the parties themselves, not from any 
action taken by the Committee.” 

This position was reaffirmed in 2003 
under the George W. Bush administration 
by  the  U.S .  Four th  Commi t tee 

representative who stated that the United 
States “had not voted in favor of several 
resolutions on that subject (humanitarian 
assistance) because it judged that they 
(…) were drafted in terms that could have 
repercussions on the peace negotiations 
in the region.” 

Finally, the same position was taken 
recently – even more assertively – by 
Cherith Norman Chalet in the Fourth 
Committee in 2019, during the Trump 
administration, who stated: “…such 
a one-sided approach damaged the 
prospects for peace by undermining trust 
between parties. It was disappointing 
that, despite the support for reform, 
member states continued to single out 
Israel.” 

The international and Israeli media 
pounced on this change in the U.S. 
voting pattern, erroneously claiming 
that it signified “support by the Biden 
administration for a right of return for 
Palestinian refugees to sovereign Israel.” 
In fact, the U.S. vote-change signifies no 
such thing, and the resolution does not 
mention any right of return for Palestinian 
refugees. Therefore, the U.S. abstention 
implies no support for a right of return. 
In light of this erroneous perception 
arising from flawed and inaccurate media 
reporting, there is a need to clarify the 
issue of whether any such right of return 
exists.

The issue of Palestinian refugees 
has been seen as a principal obstacle 
to a conflict-solution between Israel and 
the Palestinians for over 70 years. The 
situation originated during the 1946-48 
period when local Arab residents were 
displaced or chose to relinquish their 
homes during the course of armed 
conflict. In order to support those 

refugees, the UN Relief and Works 
Agency for Palestinian Refugees in the 
Near East (UNRWA) was established in 
1949 with a budget of $50 million. 

As of today, UNRWA supports some 
5 million registered Palestinian refugees. 
However, the UNRWA definition of 
refugees is considerably broader than 
the internationally accepted definition of 
refugees according to the Convention 
Relating to the Status of Refugees 
(1951), inasmuch as UNRWA includes 
descendants of refugees. Descendants 
are not included in the 1951 Refugees 
convention. 

Several international legal and 
political documents try to tackle the 
difficult situation of return for refugees. 
But they do not appear to establish any 
right of return for Palestinian refugees.

I. UN General Assembly Resolution 
194 (III)

Resolution 194 (III) is the first major 
UN General Assembly Resolution that 
refers to the Palestinian refugees. Even 
though the Arab States initially strongly 
opposed Resolution 194 (III), claims to 
a right of return are now mainly based 
on this text. The resolution was adopted 
on December 11, 1948, by a vote of 35 
(including the United States, the UK, 
Canada, and European states) in favor, 
15 (six Arab League states – Egypt, 
Syria, Iraq, Lebanon, Saudi Arabia, 
and Yemen, together with the USSR 
and its satellite states) against, and 
eight abstaining. With this resolution, 
the General Assembly established a 
three-state Conciliation Commission for 
Palestine11 and instructed it to “take steps 
to assist the Governments and authorities 
concerned to achieve a final settlement of

Continued on Page 9

Does ‘right of  return’ exist in international law
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Continued from Page 8
all questions outstanding between them.” 

Paragraph 11 of the Resolution 
addresses the situation of refugees. 
According to the paragraph, “refugees 
wishing to return to their homes and live 
at peace with their neighbors should 
be permitted to do so at the earliest 
practicable date, and that compensation 
should be paid for the property of those 
choosing not to return.”

This paragraph neither establishes nor 
recognizes any right. In fact, no resolution 
of the General Assembly has the capacity 
to determine laws or establish rights. The 
resolution recommends that refugees 
“should” be “permitted” to return. The 
term “should” underlines that this is 
solely a recommendation. The element 
of permission is indicative of the fact that 
it is at Israel’s discretion to grant return. 
Secondly, it is subject to two conditions: 
that the refugees wish to return and 
that they wish to live at peace with their 
neighbors.

In light of the present situation in 
the area, and especially following the 
violence that erupted in May 2021, it 
is questionable whether such peaceful 
co-existence can be ensured. Since 
the wording of Paragraph 11 does not 
establish a basis for a “right of return,” 
the resolution, therefore, cannot be 
interpreted as establishing a legal 
basis for such a right. The UN General 
Assembly is solely entitled by the UN 
Charter to make recommendations 
that do not contain binding obligations, 
and it cannot establish legal rights. The 
resolutions, therefore, do not carry a 
force of law, and a “right of return” cannot 
arise from them. Therefore, Resolution 
194 (III) must be regarded as nothing 
more than a recommendation concerning 
those refugees wishing to return and live 
in peace.

II. Security Council Resolutions
A “right of return” does not appear 

in resolutions of the United Nations 
Security Council, the only organ that 
has the authority to adopt obligatory 
resolutions. The issue of Palestinian 
displaced persons was addressed by 
UN Security Council following the 1967 
“Six Days War” in Resolution 237 (June 
4, 1967). The resolution called upon the 
government of Israel to “facilitate the 
return of those inhabitants (…) who have 
fled the areas since the outbreak of the 
hostilities.” The resolution, adopted under 
Chapter VI of the UN Charter, dealing 
with the pacific settlement of disputes, 
was not an obligatory resolution and 
made no reference to a “right” of the 
refugees to return. 

Furthermore, in its famous Resolution 
242 (November 22, 1967), which serves 
as the basis for the Middle East peace 
process, the Security Council solely 
“affirms further the necessity for achieving 
a just settlement of the refugee problem.” 
If a right of return had been previously 
established by Resolution 194 (III) of 
1948, then it would surely have figured 
here as the basis for settling the refugee 
problem.

Lastly, a right of return does not 
appear in other international refugee 
situations. During the Kosovo refugee 
crisis, for example, in its Resolution 1244 
(1999), the UN Security Council did not 
refer to a right of return. If the Security 
Council accepted a right of return, it 
would have applied it to the situation in 
Kosovo.

III. International Covenant on Civil 
and Political Rights (ICCPR)

 A right of return for Palestinian 
refugees can further not derive from 
international law sources dealing with 
human rights, such as the ICCPR. Article 
12 (4) of this Covenant generally refers 

to a right to enter one’s country: “No one 
shall be arbitrarily deprived of the right to 
enter his own country.”

This Article is not applicable to the 
situation of Palestinian refugees. Firstly, 
it is questionable whether the term “to 
enter his own country” applies to Israel 
for Palestinian refugees. Secondly, it is 
disputed that the Palestinian refugees 
were arbitrarily deprived of entering Israel.

It is further advocated in international 
legal literature that the right of return 
in Article 12 (4) ICCPR is meant as an 
individual right. It was not intended to 
deal with claims of masses of people 
being displaced as a by-product of war 
and, therefore, cannot be applicable 
vis-a-vis the situation of Palestinian 
refugees.

IV. Israeli-Palestinian Peace Process 
Documentation

 Lastly, the issue of Palestinian 
refugees is tackled by prior-ranking 
binding bilateral agreements between 
Israel and its neighbors.

 Article A (3), subparagraph 5 of 
the 1978 “Framework for Peace in the 
Middle East between Israel and Egypt,” 
negotiated at Camp David, established 
a “continuing committee to decide by 
agreement on the modalities of admission 
of persons displaced from the West Bank 
and Gaza in 1967.” In subparagraph 
6 of this agreement, Egypt and Israel 
agreed to “work with each other and 
with other interested parties to establish 
agreed procedures for a prompt, just, 
and permanent implementation of the 
resolution of the refugee problem.” 

Both the 1993 Israeli-Palestinian 
“Declaration of Principles on Interim Self-
Government Arrangements” (commonly 
known as “Oslo 1”), as well as the 1995 
“Israeli-Palestinian Interim Agreement 
on the West Bank and the Gaza Strip” 
(known as “Oslo 2”), referred to the issue 

of refugees as an issue to be negotiated 
in the permanent status negotiations. 

In Article 8 of the Treaty of Peace 
between Israel and Jordan (1994), the 
parties agreed to seek to establish a 
quadripartite committee together with 
Egypt and the Palestinians to deal 
with displaced persons, as well as a 
multilateral working group to deal with 
refugees. 

The 2003 International Quartet’s 
“Performance-based Road map to a 
permanent two-state solution to the 
Israeli Palestinian conflict” referred to the 
convening of an international conference 
to deal, inter alia, with the “revival of 
multilateral engagement on issues 
including regional water resources, 
environment, economic development, 
refugees, and arms control issues. “It 
also foresaw the final and comprehensive 
permanent status agreement ending 
the Israel-Palestinian conflict, with 
an agreement that would include “an 
agreed, just, fair, and realistic solution 
to the refugee issue. 

In summary, a “right of return” does 
not appear in resolutions of the UN 
Security Council, the International 
Covenant on Civil and Political Rights 
(ICCPR), or in Israeli-Palestinian Peace 
Process documentation.

Alan Baker is  Director  of  the 
Institute for Contemporary Affairs at 
the Jerusalem Center and head of the 
Global Law Forum. He participated in 
the negotiation and drafting of the Oslo 
Accords with the Palestinians, as well 
as agreements and peace treaties with 
Egypt, Jordan and Lebanon. He served 
in Israel’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
and as Israel’s ambassador to Canada.

Lea Bilke is a law student at the 
Free University of Berlin in Germany, 
special iz ing in internat ional  and 
European law.

RIGHT OF RETURN
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Lishmor Al HaOlam: Guarding the planet 

COP26 - Reading, PA
Not too long ago 

the United Nations held 
its 26th climate change 
conference — COP26.  
For about two weeks 

the newspapers were full of articles on climate change. 
Because this is important for us and our children, this 
article gives a brief explanation of what the climate 
change conference is, a description of the United States’ 
and Israel’s commitments, and suggestions for individual 
action.

COP26 (Conference of Parties) recently had 197 
nations that participated. Its purpose was to analyze 
climate change and set up strategies to limit changes that 
lead to major global disasters. For the first 20 years of 
the conference, climate change policy was a fringe issue. 
However, each year the goals became more ambitious. 
In 2015 climate change became a global priority. At 
that conference every country agreed to work together 
to limit global warming to stay below 2º Celsius above 
preindustrial levels (Paris Agreement). They also agreed 
to meet every five years to update status and protocols. 
Just the phrase “every country agreed to work together” 
was groundbreaking. However, the commitments laid out 
have not come close to achieving the goals. A key factor 
is that carbon dioxide (CO2) stays in the atmosphere 
for about a century after being released and climate 
responds to cumulative emissions. So, we could reach 
net zero and still exceed the 2º limit. Today we are 1.1º - 
1.2º Celsius above pre-industrial levels and rising. 

The new goals of COP26 are:
1) Secure global net-zero emissions by 2050 

and keep the global temperature rise to less than 1.5º 
Celsius above pre-industrial levels. To do that, we will 
need to phase out coal, curtail deforestation, speed up 
the switch to electric vehicles and encourage investment 
in renewables.

2) Adapt to protect vulnerable communities and 
natural habitats by enlarging natural eco-systems, 
building defense and warning systems, and developing 
sustainable infrastructures. This will cost $100 billion per 
year so …

3) Mobilize a financial structure to deliver on the 
above. 

4) And work together to generate legally binding 

goals. 
Here is how the U.S. and Israel are proceeding. 
Climate change in the U.S. follows three tracks:  
1) President Joe Biden’s executive orders call for 

a pollution-free power sector by 2035 and a net-zero 
emission economy by 2050. He established a National 
Climate Task Force consisting of 21 federal agencies for 
a whole government approach. He put a pause on some 
new oil and gas land leases and directed federal agencies 
to eliminate fossil-fuel subsidies where possible. And he 
set a goal of purchasing 645,000 electric vehicles for the 
federal fleet. Go Joe!

2) Congress will consider various pieces of climate-
related legislation that could include tax incentives for 
renewable and clean-energy technologies, support of 
sustainable infrastructure, and green job creation. Stay 
tuned for results.

3) Changes through federal agencies could 
involve a financial system that redirects capital to 
green technologies and court-imposed regulations on 
emissions from power plants. All federal agencies are 
now tasked with evaluating their own climate status while 
providing data and direction to the nation.

Israel has some very old ecological directives and 
some brand-new ones. During the original COVID 
lockdown, emissions plummeted, skies cleared, and 
pollution dissipated. The Torah gives two ‘lock-down’ 
mandates. First is Shabbat. We are told that once a week 
we should not consume energy; don’t drive, don’t cook or 
use lights, etc. The second is Shemitah. Every seventh 
year the Torah mandates a year to “release” the land. 
Nothing is planted, nothing is reaped; whatever remains 
is available to everyone. This mandate is carefully 
followed by observant Jews. They refrain from farming 
and only buy food that is kosher for the Shemitah year. 
These two directives are great contributions to reducing 
CO2 emissions. And this year is a Shemitah year.

The third ancient directive is the veneration and 
celebration of trees. First, from Deuteronomy 20, one 
may not cut down fruit trees during a war unless they are 
being used for camouflage. And second, our favorite, is 
the celebration of Tu B’Shevat, the New Year of Trees. 
It is celebrated with a special Seder, four cups of wine, 
special fruits and nuts, blessings, and songs. This year 
we will have our own Tu B’Shevat Seder on Jan. 16. 

(See Page 1)
Naftali Bennett laid out Israel’s new directives 

at COP26.Israel has committed to phasing out coal 
by 2025 and having net-zero emissions by 2050. In 
addition, building on Israel’s innovative strengths, it is 
creating a “green sandbox” by slashing bureaucracy 
and aggressively funding green startups and green 
research projects. Israel has already developed floating 
solar panels which prevent evaporation while generating 
energy and more and more turbines for wind generated 
energy are visible in the Golan. The Jewish National Fund 
(JNF) and other tree-planting organizations are switching 
to planting naturally low growing trees which are more in 
harmony with the local environment and less flammable. 

Meanwhile, here are a few things we can do to 
contribute. All the usual eco hacks are terrific. Drive and 
fly less. Do your laundry in cold water. Eat less meat 
and dairy. Buy locally, and weatherize, weatherize, 
weatherize! 

Also, forests, peatlands, wetlands, and oceans are 
vast carbon dioxide storage units. Anything we can do to 
create, increase, and protect our world’s carbon dioxide 
‘sinks’ is a great way to offset harmful emissions. 

We can do this because we must!
A special thank you to Chaim and Gila Mayerson and 

Racheli Rund for providing information about Israel’s 
ecological efforts.

—Solange Israel-Mintz & Andi Franklin

MAHJONG NIGHT AT THE JCC – 
Wednesday, Jan. 12 at 7 pm 

Mahjong night is held the 2nd Wednesday of the month at 7 pm.  New and 
seasoned players are welcome for some friendly competition.  No charge 
for JCC members; non-members $5/session or $35/year.  

Please  reserve your seat by emailing Carole at CaroleR@jfreading.org or 
call 610-921-0624. 
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From online news sources
Senior U.S. and Israeli officials these 

days want to settle disagreements behind 
closed doors. So far, that strategy has 
worked to repair the structure of the 
diplomatic relationship between Democrats 
and the Israeli government, frayed by 
years of open and sometimes heated 
contentiousness. 

Still, an array of issues has begun to 
swirl over the past several months that 
threaten the current calm. Bennett has 
allowed for the construction of thousands 
of new settler homes. Biden is pushing to 
reopen the U.S. consulate in Jerusalem, 
formerly the principal venue for U.S.-
Palestinian relations. The United States has 
sanctioned two Israeli spyware companies.
Then there is the ongoing strife over Iran’s 
nuclear program.

Here are the issues that could drive a 
wedge between the two countries.

IRAN — Talks on what conditions 
the United States wants to see before 
reentering the Iran deal, known formally 
as the Joint Comprehensive Plan of Action, 
recently resumed. The JCPOA swaps 
sanctions relief for Iran rolling back its 
nuclear program. President Donald Trump, 
with Netanyahu’s encouragement, exited 
the deal in 2018. Iran retaliated, suspending 
some of its compliance with the deal. 

Biden sees reentering the deal as the 
best means of stopping a nuclear weapon. 
Bennett and Lapid are skeptical but 
have said they are willing to see if Biden 
negotiates better terms with Iran.Israeli 
officials have said they believe Iran is weeks 
away from nuclear weapons capability. 
David Makovsky, a fellow at the Washington 
Institute for Near East Policy, said what 
Iran does could set off any number of 
calculations from the United States and 
Israel that could lead to open confrontation 
between the allies.

SETTLEMENTS —The call that Israeli 
Defense Minister Benny Gantz took Oct. 
26 was the first of its kind in almost five 
years: There was a U.S. secretary of state 
on the line, livid about the announcement 
that week that Israel had greenlighted 

more than 3,000 new units in the West 
Bank. Some were located in “E1,” the 
corridor that separates the Maaleh Adumim 
settlement from Jerusalem, and which 
Palestinians say is critical to the existence 
of a viable Palestinian state — the Biden 
administration’s favored outcome to the 
decades-long conflict. The dressing down 
was seen as a warning, not a signal of a 
new status quo.

PALESTINIAN NGOS — Gantz has 
designated six leading Palestinian human 
rights organizations operating in the West 
Bank as terrorist groups. The designation 
would allow Israel’s government to shut the 
groups down. Gantz argued that the NGOs 
are affiliated with the Popular Front for the 
Liberation of Palestine, designated by the 
State Department as a terrorist group. But 
the international condemnation of the move 
was swift. 

The Biden administration said it was 
caught off-guard by the designation. 
European officials have said the intelligence 
they have seen is not persuasive. The 
U.S. ambassador to the United Nations, 
Linda Thomas-Greenfield, has signaled 
that the Biden administration remains less 
than convinced and has made a point of 
expressing support for Palestinian NGOs. 

CONSULATE —Biden campaigned on 
reopening the U.S. consulate in Jerusalem, 
which was the site of U.S.-Palestinian 
relations until Trump closed it in 2019. 
Bennett and Lapid, Israel’s more centrist 
foreign minister who is slated to rotate into 
the prime minister role in 2023, have said 
that can’t happen. The Biden administration 
sees it as key to reviving Israeli-Palestinian 
peace talks toward a two-state outcome..

There’s no way the consulate could 
reopen without explicit Israeli approval, 
and giving that approval would put the 
Bennett government in the position of 
acknowledging a Palestinian claim to the 
city — the third rail in Israeli politics.

Israeli officials say that they are seeking 
a way to save face for both sides, perhaps 
by opening a consulate in an area of the 
West Bank not seen as Jerusalem.

SPYWARE — The Biden administration 

sanct ioned two Israe l i  spyware 
companies, NSO group and Candira, 
saying that repressive governments are 
using the tools to “threaten the rules-
based international order.” Apple sued 
NSO for selling its cellphone hacking 
spyware to governments that used it to 
spy on activists and journalists. 

Israel’s Defense Ministry must approve 
exports of security technology, and Biden 
officials have made clear they want answers. 
Nevertheless, the Biden administration 
says no actions against Israel’s government 
are forthcoming.

CHINA — Another issue is Israel’s 
increasing trade with China. Both the 
Biden and Trump administrations made 
it clear to Israel that it was expected to 
roll back its ties with China, especially in 
areas of infrastructure that risk exposing 
U.S. technology.  But Israel has yet to 
alter its course. In October, Israel refused 
to sign a UN statement condemning 
China’s treatment of the Uighurs, a 
Muslim minority group in China that has 
been forced into “re-education camps,” 
which some have likened to concentration 
camps.

Some of the participants at the recent JLI course entitled “Outsmarting 
Antisemitism” held at the Chabad Hospitality Center.

Focusing on fighting antisemitism

Key issues stoking tensions between U.S. and Israel
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By Carole Robinson
Journa l i s t  Ha l 

Borland wrote, “Year’s 
end is neither an 
end nor a beginning 
but a going on, with 
all the wisdom that 
e x p e r i e n c e  c a n 
instill in us.”  Jewish 
Family Service has 
experienced a lot and 
learned through our 
27-year partnership with Helping Harvest 
in the fight against hunger.

The late Rabbi Alan Weitzman started 
a small food pantry at Temple Oheb 
Sholom to help low-income members of 
the Jewish community. It was directed 
by the late Robert Brok, with assistance 
from his late wife Doris Brok. In January 
1995, they turned the pantry over to JFS, 
and gradually the pantry grew in size 
and scope to include non-Jewish clients.  
JFS purchased food from the Greater 
Berks Food Bank (now known as Helping 
Harvest), picked it up, and stored it at the 
JCC.  Volunteers packaged and delivered 
the food to 15 families on the third Tuesday 
of each month. JFS later became an 
emergency food pantry, bagging canned 
goods like peanut butter and tuna for 
families in need referred by the Greater 
Berks Food Bank and serving between 
40-50 households each month.  

When the former JCC property was 
sold, the JFS Food Pantry kept “going 
on”, relocating to Kesher Zion Synagogue 
in February 2009. Food was delivered 
on Friday mornings and set up in the KZ 
library, in preparation for the food pantry 
on Tuesday morning.  Our clientele quickly 
grew to about 100 households through 
word of mouth and referrals from the 
Greater Berks Food Bank for emergency 
food assistance.

JFS food pantry moved again in Nov. 
2016 when Kesher Zion sold its building. 
Food distribution relocated to the Olivet 
Boys and Girls Club’s Pendora Park 
location at 330 S. 19th St.  JFS continued 
to learn from its many years of experience 
with the food pantry. We restructured the 
pantry, streamlining pantry operation to 
one-day delivery and distribution due to 
limited access to the Olivet building. We 
needed 25 volunteers each month to 
unload the delivery truck, set up tables 
and food, assist clients in selecting food 
items, and clean up after the pantry.  As our 
numbers grew to about 120 households, 
clients often stood in line for lengthy times 
waiting to enter the building.

The COVID-19 pandemic once 

again forced us to reconsider our pantry 
operations. In April 2020, we became 
a drive-through pantry, setting up our 
pallets of food outside and wearing masks 
for additional protection as we loaded 
clients’ cars.  We have continued our 
drive-through pantry, relying on a crew of 
about 10 volunteers to help us distribute 
much-needed food to about 170 families.  
Thank you to our December volunteers 
Ellen and Paul Schwartz, Raymond 
Gehring, Pete Jacobson, Jeanine Levy, Sid 
Lempiner, Annette Peppard, Michael and 
Roger Schein Jannine Shapiro and Cindy 
Balchunas for helping us package and load 
7,000 pounds of food!

As the pandemic raged and the need 
for food assistance grew, Bill Franklin 
connected with the leadership of the 
Hampden Heights SDA Church to establish 
an additional JFS Food Pantry. The new 

pantry opened in October 2020, serving 55 
households.  We currently serve about 80 
households, providing food for about 275 
individuals each month.

In 27 years, JFS Food Pantry has kept 
“going on” and learning from its experience, 
expanding from a small project serving 50 
households to two pantries serving 250 
households.

JFS is proud to fulfill the mitzvah of 
Ha’achalat Re’evim, feeding the hungry.  
We have also made a commitment to 
community health, participating in the 
Healthy Pantry Initiative to increase quality 
of life and reduce chronic disease by 
providing healthy food. 

With your support, JFS will “go on” 
fighting food insecurity in 2022 and for 
many more years!  In the words of Oprah 
Winfrey, “Cheers to a new year and another 
chance for us to get it right!”

Twenty-seven years and ‘going on’

Friendship Circle January programs
Friendship Circle is held on the first and third Thursdays of each month at 1 p.m. at the JCC.

An optional lunch is served, followed by an entertaining or educational program or holiday celebration.
Programs are free; optional lunch is $7. Contact Carole at 610-921-0624 to make lunch reservations.

Thursday, Jan. 6 - Birds of a Feather
Join the Friendship Circle “flock” for an afternoon of avian fun – bird idioms, 

bird trivia game, and even bird bingo!

Thursday, Jan. 20 - Tu B’Shevat Seder
Celebrate Tu’B’Shevat, the New Year of the Trees, with a Tu B’Shevat Seder.  

Enjoy fruits and nuts from the land of Israel and take part in the Jewish 
tradition of honoring trees.
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Food Pantry

Friendship Circle

Counseling Services

Transportation

Financial Assistance

Hospital and

   Home Visitations   

Living with Loss

Information and

   Referral   

Case Management

Holiday Programs

JFS volunteers Mike Schein and Annette Peppard getting ready to put food into cars



January 2022 SHALOM Page 13

Another successful food distribution conducted by Jewish Family Service at the Olivet Boys and Girls Club Pendora Park location in Reading.

Another successful food distribution for JFS

JFS TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM
The purpose of this program is to provide transportation to members of the Jewish community, age 60 and over 
or those with disabilities, who have no other way of getting around.  It allows participants to retain their inde-
pendence and keeps them from becoming homebound and isolated.  This service can be used for medical ap-

pointments, synagogue attendance, shopping and other errands.

It is easy to participate in the taxi program.  Purchase a book of 25 taxi tickets from the Jewish Federation at a 
cost of $25.  Each coupon is worth $3.  The phone number for Reading Metro Taxi is printed on the taxi ticket 
book.  Call the taxi company and arrange your ride.  At the end of the ride, sign your coupon(s) before giving 

them to the driver. Tipping is left to the discretion of the passenger.  The coupon does not include
the cost of tipping.

This program is subsidized by the Jewish Federation.

JFS MOVIE MONDAY
Join us for a movie of Jewish interest and popcorn on the 4th Monday of the month at 2 p.m. at the JCC. 

Call Brenda at 610-921-0624 to reserve your seat; walk-ins are welcome if seating is available.

THE PEOPLE VS. FRITZ BAUER
Monday, Jan. 24, at 2 p.m.

Germany, 1957.  Attorney Genral Fritz Bauer receives crucial evidence on the where-
abouts of Nazi war criminal Adolf Eichmann.  Due to his distrust in the German 
justice system, Bauer contacts the Israeli Mossad and by doing so, commits treason.  
Bauer is not seeking revenge for the Holocaust – he is concerned with the future of 
Germany.  105 min.
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Pediatric and Adult Patients 
Treating Ear, Nose, Throat Problems  

Thyroid Nodules, Neck Masses & Sinusitis

Physicians: 
James P. Restrepo, M.D., FACS, ECNU 

Charles K. Lutz, M.D., FACS 
Jeffrey S. Driben, M.D., FACS, ECNU

Scott J. Cronin, M.D.
Adam P. Vasconcellos, M.D.

Nurse Practitioner: 
Rosemarie Montgomery

MS, CRNP, FNP-C

ENT Head & Neck Specialists, PC  
985 Berkshire Blvd., Wyomissing  
610-374-5599 • www.ent-hns.net

Providing diagnostic and rehabilitative services for all types of hearing loss, for any age group. 
Hearing and Balance Disorders 

State of the Art Hearing Aid Fittings 
In House Hearing Aid Repairs

Audiologists: 
 

Melanie A. Appler, AuD, FAAA
Matthew R. Bonsall, AuD, FAAA

Jenna L. Galan, AuD, CCC-A

Palestinian school magazine calls 
for ‘armed struggle’ against ‘Israeli monster’

From online news sources
Demonization of Israel and incitement to 

violence are rampant in Waed, a magazine 
published by Fatah’s youth movement and 
distributed in Palestinian Authority schools, 
a study by Palestinian Media Watch 
found. PMW reviewed 17 issues of Waed 
published in December 2014-September 
2021 and found that the magazine glorifies 
terrorists who murdered Israelis as heroes 
and anticipates a Palestinian state that will 
replace all of Israel, including the removal 
of Israelis from the land.

PMW distributed its report to Norwegian 
lawmakers as the Ad Hoc Liaison Committee 
for funding to the PA met in Oslo.

The magazines include references to 
“the giant Israeli murder machine” and 
“the Israeli monster,” and accuse Israel 
of behaving like Nazis. Waed claims 
Palestinians have a “right to wage an 
armed struggle to take back its stolen 
homeland,” and “the liberation of Palestine 
will only be achieved through armed 
struggle.” That struggle includes attacks 
on civilians, which is made apparent from 
the praising of terrorists such as Dalal 
Mughrabi, who took part in the murder 
of 37, including 12 children, in 1978, as 
“heroic fighters of Palestine,” “martyrs,” 
and “heroes,” while their terror attacks are 
called “daring self-sacrifice operations.”

Waed is a publication of Lion Cubs 
and Flowers, the youth movement of the 
PA’s ruling party Fatah. The movement is 
for children aged 6-15, and its magazine 
is distributed at summer camps, schools 
and activities. The magazines include a 
falsified history, tying today’s Palestinians 
to a “Canaanite Palestinian Arab” people 
that settled the land 5,000 years ago, when, 
in fact, Arab migration to the Levant began 
in the seventh century. Archaeological 
evidence of Jewish history in Israel is 
presented by Waed as Palestinian artifacts, 
such as a coin with ancient Hebrew script on 
it being called ancient Palestinian currency.

Israelis are called “foreigners who 
came from all ends of the earth … who 
did not know Palestine and did not live 
in it  neither them nor their fathers and 

forefathers,” as well as “invading Jews.”
The future Waed presents as an 

inevitability is one in which Israel no longer 
exists. The magazine features the popular 
Palestinian practice of presenting maps 
of “Palestine” as the entire state of Israel.

“The period of Zionism will eventually 
pass,” the magazine states. “There is no 
invader who…did not leave [Palestine] 
defeated in the end, and that is what will 
happen to the Zionist invaders.”

PMW said in its report that “the Waed 
message [is that] Israel was created by 
theft, its continued existence is a crime, 
and its termination via the armed struggle 
is justified and inevitable. The education 
transmitted to children via Waed will be 
the driving force for Palestinian hate and 
terror for another generation.”

NOONTIME KNOWLEDGE:
Exodus in the Arts

with Dr. Jennifer Koosed,
Professor of Religion,

Albright College
Tuesday, Jan. 18

at noon, JCC
The Exodus from Egypt, with its dramatic events 
and compelling characters, has long inspired creative 
engagements. Join Dr. Jennifer Koosed to explore just 
a few of these artistic renditions from ancient mosaic to 
blockbuster film.

Noontime Knowledge, a program designed to educate on a 
variety of topics, will be held on the third Tuesday of each 
month at noon.  Programs are designed to educate on a 
variety of topics.  Everyone is invited to attend at no cost to 
participants. Please make a reservation if you would like to 
attend the lecture by calling Carole at 610-921-0624 or email 
CaroleR@jfreading.org.

Textbooks said to be produced by the Palestinian Authority which contain anti-Israel and anti-Western bias.
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Jewish Family Service’s Friendship Circle celebrating Chanukah with songs, stories, and holiday trivia.

Chanukah fun in our community

It was a magical Chanukah event at Chabad with magician and author Joshua Jay,  who not only regaled the 
crowd with stories of magic and then entertained people with the tricks themselves, but he even lit the menorah.  

This event was done in conjunction with the Jewish Federation and Literatour Berks.

Chanukah fun at Chabad’s Chanukah Glow-in-the-dark.  Everything  glowed in the dark - the dreidels, balloons, 
menorah necklaces, crafts, candles and donut icing, plus the lighting of the glow-in-the-dark menorah.  The live 

band added great joy and spirit to a really fun night.

At CHS’s glow-in-the-dark Chanukah disco students walked in to a darkened room with flashing light rings and 
menorah necklaces to light up their way.  They made glow-in-the-dark cupcakes and dreidels, played a glow-in-

the-dark latke ring toss and had a rocking time with the live on-screen dance instructor.

“Men in the kitchen”at Chabad’s hospitality Center preparing delicious latkes and Latke Reubens. Rabbi Yosef Lipsker and his family were fortunate to once again bring the light and joy of Chanukah to the 
patients at Caron. It’s always inspiring to hear their stories of triumph and how grateful they are for their 

miracle of recovery.
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By Alan Baker and Lea Bilke
Does the Palestinian Authority seek 

to re-divide Jerusalem?
• Palestinian Authority Chairman 

Mahmoud Abbas demands that the 
U.S. administration reopen its consulate 
in Jerusalem and the PLO offices in 
Washington, which were closed during 
the Trump administration.

• The Palestinian claim that UN 
General Assembly Resolution 181 of 
1948 rendered Jerusalem international 
territory has no basis in law and fact.

• As with all General Assembly 
resolut ions, Resolut ion 181 was 
nothing more than a non-binding 
recommendation.

• Since Resolution 181 was 
neither accepted nor implemented, 
Jerusalem has never been determined 
to be international territory.

The reported intention by the U.S. 
administration to reopen the consulate 
has become a source of contention. 
They propose a representative mission 
to the Palestinian Authority which will 
provide consular services to Palestinian 
residents of the disputed territories and 
eastern Jerusalem.

Is rae l  has  expressed s t rong 
opposition to the reopening of such a 
consulate to serve the Palestinians on 
sovereign Israeli territory. President 
Trump’s formal proclamation in 2018 
recognized Jerusalem as Israel’s capital 
city and mandated the relocation of the 
U.S. embassy from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem. 
It constituted a sea change in U.S. policy, 
after previously not recognizing Israel’s 
sovereign status in Jerusalem.

Consulates in Jerusalem, providing 
consular services to visitors in the area 
and representing the U.S. and some 
European countries, have existed since 
the days of the Ottoman administration 
of the Holy Land in the mid-nineteenth 
century.

With the establishment of the State of 
Israel in 1948, and because the United 
States and other states had never 
recognized Israel’s sovereign status in 
Jerusalem, the U.S. Jerusalem consulate 
remained as an independent mission, 
separate from the U.S. embassy to the 
State of Israel, located in Tel Aviv.

Fo l l ow ing  the  Os lo  Acco rds 
between Israel and the Palestinians, 
this independent U.S. Jerusalem 
consulate acted as a quasi-diplomatic 
representative mission vis-à-vis the 
Palestinian Authority and Palestinian 
residents of the area.

After the 2018 U.S. proclamation and 
the concomitant relocation of its embassy 
from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, such functions 
were absorbed into a special wing of 
the newly located embassy. This move 
rendered the existence of a separate, 
independent consulate redundant and 
incompatible with official U.S. policy.

The recognition of Jerusalem as 
Israel’s capital in 2018 was based on the 
1963 Vienna Convention on Consular 
Relations and the mutually accepted 
consular relationship between Israel 
and the United States. Both Israel and 
the United States are parties to the 
convention, Article 4 of which requires 
the consent of the receiving state to 
any opening of a consular post on its 
territory.1

During a meeting of the Palestinian 
leadership in Ramallah in October, PA 
Chairman Mahmoud Abbas demanded 
that the U.S. administration reopen the 
consulate in Jerusalem and the PLO 
offices in Washington, which were closed 
during the previous Trump administration.

Veteran Arab affairs and diplomatic 
commentator Yoni Ben Menachem 
reported in an article published by the 
Jerusalem Center on November 4, 
2021: The PA is disappointed that the 
administration is delaying the reopening 
of the American consulate in Jerusalem 
and does not accept the claim that 
this requires the consent of the Israeli 
government. PA sources claim that 
according to the law and UN Resolution 
181, Jerusalem is international territory, 
and the status of its diplomatic missions 
has not changed. Therefore, reopening 
the U.S. consulate in Jerusalem only 
requires the political will of the Biden 
administration.2

The complexity and delicacy of 
the consulate issue are compounded 
by statements by Palestinian leaders 
representing the consulate issue as a 
symbolic focal point in their claims to re-
divide Jerusalem and cancel the former 
administration’s recognition of Jerusalem 
as Israel’s capital city.

The Palestinian claim that UN General 
Assembly Resolution 181 of 1948 
rendered Jerusalem to be international 
territory has absolutely no basis in law 
and fact.

Resolution 181, commonly known 
as the UN Partition Plan, was approved 
on Nov. 29, 1947, with 33 votes in favor, 
13 against, and 10 abstentions.3 It 
recommended the partition of Mandatory 
Palestine into Jewish and Arab. It devised 
a plan whereby Jerusalem would be 
a special international entity, called a 
corpus separatum, with an international 
administration under the auspices of 
the UN. As with all General Assembly 
resolutions, which cannot determine legal 
obligations, Resolution 181 was nothing 
more than a non-binding recommendation.

T h e  r e c o m m e n d a t i o n  t o 
internationalize Jerusalem was devised 
as an interim measure for 10 years, after 
which its residents, through a referendum, 
would be free to express their wishes as 
to possible modification of the regime of 
the city. While Israel accepted the plan in 
the hope that it would be modified after 

10 years, it was vehemently rejected 
by the Arab population as well as the 
neighboring Arab/Muslim states — Iran, 
Iraq, Lebanon, Pakistan, Saudi Arabia, 
Syria, and Turkey, all of whom opposed 
the resolution and forcefully and blatantly 
rejected it.4

On May 14, 1948, the UN General 
Assembly convened in special session 
to determine whether to assume formal 
responsibility for Jerusalem as the 
Partition Plan had recommended. 
However, the UN failed to adopt any 
proposal giving it the legal responsibility 
for Jerusalem that would enable it to 
become the effective successor to the 
British Mandate as the General Assembly 
had envisioned.

In December 1949, Israel’s Prime 
Minister David Ben-Gurion stated, “We 
cannot today regard the decision of 
29 November 1947 as possessing any 
further moral force since the UN did 
not succeed in implementing its own 
decision. In our view, the 29 November 
Resolution is null and void.”5

The Hashemite Kingdom of Jordan, 
in adamantly opposing any concept of 
internationalization, proclaimed that 
eastern Jerusalem had become a part 
of the kingdom, and that any attempt to 
impose an international system and take 
away the city from the Arab state would 
be resisted by force.6

At the Fifth Session of the General 
Assembly, on Dec. 5, 1950, a draft 
resolution was proposed by Sweden 
for an International Regime for the Holy 
Places.7 The proposal failed to win 
a majority in the General Assembly’s 
Political Committee. A Belgian proposal, 
reiterating the idea of a corpus separatum, 
also failed to muster the necessary two-
thirds majority in the Assembly.

In December 1952, the Philippines 
proposed an amendment to a draft 
resolution calling for direct negotiations 
and specifically mentioning the principle 
of the internationalization of Jerusalem. 
The amendment was not accepted.8

The recommendations in Resolution 
181 were ultimately overtaken by the events 
of 1948-9, including the bilateral Israel-Arab 
Armistice Agreements, which constituted 
binding bilateral treaties between Israel 
and its neighbors, having a greater value in 
international law than non-binding proposals 
of the UN General Assembly.

The 1949 armistice agreements 
were subsequently endorsed by the 
UN Security Council in Resolution 73 
(1949), which “noted with satisfaction the 
several Armistice Agreements concluded 
by means of negotiations between the 
parties involved in the conflict in Palestine 
in pursuance of its Resolution 62 (1948) 
of 16 November 1948.”9

With the adoption of Resolution 73, 
the Security Council, the UN’s sole 
authoritative body, in effect confirmed 

the prioritization of post-war bilateral 
agreements. No reference was made by 
the Security Council to General Assembly 
Resolution 181.

Following the U.S. recognition of 
Jerusalem as Israel’s capital, the relevant 
rules of international law governing 
bilateral consular relations, set out in the 
Vienna Convention on Consular Relations 
(1963), requires that any opening of a 
consular mission on sovereign territory 
must receive the consent of the “receiving 
state” – in this case, Israel.10

The necessity for Israel’s consent is 
all the more pertinent in light of a worrying 
phenomenon that has developed in 
recent years. Palestinian governmental 
activity associates with internationally 
recognized terror organizations, in 
addition to the official Palestinian policy 
of transferring payments to incarcerated 
terrorists and their families (“pay to 
slay”). Clearly, no Israeli government 
could permit Palestinian organizations 
or individuals involved in such illegal 
activities to have access to consular 
assistance and services.

In Article IV (5) of the 1995 Israeli-
Palestinian Interim Agreement (“Oslo 2”), 
to which the United States is signatory as 
a witness, Israel and the PLO agreed that 
the Palestinian Authority, established by 
the agreement in order to administer the 
areas under Palestinian control, would 
not have powers and responsibilities in 
the field of foreign relations:

In accordance with the Declaration 
of Principles, the Council will not have 
powers and responsibilities in the sphere 
of foreign relations, which sphere includes 
the establishment abroad of embassies, 
consulates or other types of foreign 
missions and posts or permitting their 
establishment in the West Bank or 
the Gaza Strip, the appointment of or 
admission of diplomatic and consular staff, 
and the exercise of diplomatic functions.

However, the same article enables 
the opening of “representative offices” by 
foreign states in the areas governed by 
the Palestinian Authority, not for consular 
or diplomatic services, but to advance 
economic, cultural, regional development, 
and other assistance projects for the 
benefit of the Palestinians.11 Such 
offices do not require Israel’s consent.

Since General Assembly Resolution 
181, a non-binding recommendation, 
was neither accepted nor implemented, 
Jerusalem has never been determined to 
be international territory. Accordingly, there 
is absolutely no legal basis to the claim by 
the Palestinian leadership that “Jerusalem 
is international territory and the status of 
its diplomatic missions has not changed.”

Alan Baker is Director of the Institute 
for Contemporary Affairs at the Jerusalem 
Center and head of the Global Law 
Forum. Lea Bilke is a law student at the 
Free University of Berlin in Germany.

Refuting Palestinian claims about U.S. Jerusalem consulate

Rapid regeneration of  forests
may be critical for climate mitigation

From online news sources
Rainforests are being decimated 

by human act iv i ty,  but  they  do 
have the ability to regrow. A team of 
tropical ecologists found that natural 
forest regeneration is a sustainable, 
inexpensive method of mitigating the 
harmful effects of climate change, 
conserving biodiversity, and restoring 
ecosystems. After gathering data 
from 77 secondary forest sites in the 
Americas and West Africa, the team of 
tropical ecologists found that regrown 
tropical forests can have, on average, 

almost 80% of the soil fertility, tree 
diversity, structure and soil carbon 
storage of old-growth forests. 

The study’s lead author, Prof. 
Lourens Poorter of the Forest Ecology 
and Fores t  Management  Group 
at Wageningen Universi ty in the 
Netherlands emphasized that while it 
is critical to stop the deforestation of 
old-growth forests, new tropical forests 
are key to restoring deforested areas 
and the damaged ecosystems within 
them. Porter said, “These forests 
provide global benefits for climate 

change mitigation and biodiversity 
conservation, as well as many other 
services for local people, such as 
water, fuel, wood and non-timber forest 
products.”

 Secondary forests regenerate  
decades faster than new replanted 
ones. Soil fertility recovers to 90% of 
its original values in under 10 years. 
Due to the speed with which  secondary 
forests are naturally restored to old-
forest levels, the authors recommend 
natural regeneration as a means of 
mitigating the impact of the climate 

crisis on tropical rainforest ecosystems 
and their biodiversity. There is no 
silver bullet to restoration, but  a 
mix of natural  regeneration, active 
restoration, and protection of existing 
forests will do much to benefit the 
global forest economy. 

Bruno Héraul t  f rom the Ivory 
Coast’s French Agricultural Research 
Centre for International Development 
(CIRAD)says,  “By using such a 
mix of approaches we can create 
more natural, biodiverse and resilient 
landscapes.”
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10
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silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County
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Contributions as of Dec. 9
Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In honor of:

Michael Fromm receiving the Tikkun Olam Award from JCPA – Rob and 
Yvonne Oppenheimer, Sue Wachs, Zena and Harvey Hafetz

Birth of Jan and Jonathan Simon’s new grandson Grant Benjamin Simon 
– Debbie and David Goldberg

Reading Jewish Federation’s Successful Violins of Hope Program – Jan 
and Jonathan Simon

In memory of:
Nelson “Nic” Cohen – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer, Anzie and Edward Golden
Jacob “Jack” Gernsheimer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer, Anzie and Edward 

Golden
Richard Hamburger (Judy Pollack’s brother) – Dena and Vic Hammel

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Beth and Bob Caster’s grandson Everett Shia Caster – Betsy and 
Al Katz, Jan and Jonathan Simon

Birth of Sue Schlanger’s grandson Ever Schlanger – Jan and Jonathan Simon
Birth of Carole and Mike Robinson’s new granddaughter Brooks Acadia 

Shipe – Jan and Jonathan Simon
Birth of Tom & Mimi Gavigan’s new grandson Phillip Thomas Gavigan – Jan 

and Jonathan Simon

In memory of:
Richard Hamburger (Judy Pollack’s brother) – Louise Zeidman
Jacob “Jack” Gernsheimer – Corinne and Andy Wernick

Doris Levin Memorial Fund
In honor of:

Birth of Carole and Mike Robinson’s new granddaughter Brooks Acadia 
Shipe – Debbie, David, Scott, Mark and Abby Goldberg

Harry & Rose Sack Fund (Adult Programming)
In memory of:

Jacob “Jack” Gernsheimer – Albert and Nancy Sack
Joan Mellon – Albert and Nancy Sack

Edwin and Alma N. Lakin Holocaust Library & Resource Center
In memory of:

Jacob “Jack” Gernsheimer  –  S id  and Es ther  Bra t t ,  Rosa lye 
Yashek

Richard Hamburger (Judy Pollack’s brother)  – Dena and Vic 
Hammel

Evelyn Thompson Fund (Lakin Preschool)
In honor of:

Birth of Carole and Mike Robinson’s new granddaughter Brooks Acadia 
Shipe – Beth and Bob Caster

Birth of Jan and Jonathan Simon’s new grandson Grant Benjamin Simon 
– Beth and Bob Caster

Get well/speedy recovery:
Don Greth – Beth and Bob Caster

In honor of:
Nelson “Nic” Cohen – Beth and Bob Caster
Jacob “Jack” Gernsheimer – Beth and Bob Caster

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  
Jewish Family Service    
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    
JFS Food Bank     
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  
Doris Levin Fund     
PJ Library Fund     
Harry & Rose Sack Fund    
Evelyn Thompson Fund    

Monday 
January 10th 

7 p.m. 
via Zoom 
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Federation sponsors COVID booster clinic

The Jewish Federation of Reading hosted a COVID-19 vaccination booster clinic Nov. 28 in collaboration with Esterbrook Pharmacy. Tracy Weiss, left, and Michael Haas, center, get their shots.
At right,  Shelia and Jeff Bornstein help with check-in.


