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By Paul D. Cohn
Federation Chairman

As I wri te 
this column it 
is the day after 
your Federation 
sponsored our 
H o l o c a u s t 
Remembrance 
D a y,  w h i c h 
was  he ld  a t 
Kesher  Z ion 
Synagogue. I want to thank 
Kesher Zion Synagogue for 
hosting this event, as well as 
thank Dr. Minna Bromberg for 
her spiritual leadership. Tammy 
Mitgang did an excellent job 
of facilitating the afternoon’s 
session. My thanks also go to Dan 
Tannenbaum, coordinator of the 
Holocaust Library and Resource 
Center, a partnership between the 
Federation and Albright College. 

I also want to thank Hilde 
Gernsheimer, Ellen Azrael and 
Larry Rotenberg for sharing their 
personal stories. Each story had its 
own sense of sadness, fear and (at 
times) renewed hope and resolve. 
Still, it was difficult to listen to and 
comprehend their stories. If anyone 
has any doubt about the Jewish 
people’s will to survive, one only 
needs to study the Holocaust.   

Although one can study the 
events leading up the Holocaust and 
try to put these events into historical 

and political context, nothing can 
mask the darkest side of human 
behavior.Could one view our ability 
and responsibility to “never forget” as 
an obligation? I think so. No matter 
how hard it is to recall the horrific 
events of the Holocaust, those who 
survived, and the generations that 
followed, have to remember and 
continue to put the events of the 
Holocaust into modern-day context. 
Survivors need to continue to talk 
about their experiences and educate 
Jews and non-Jews alike.

Jews around the world continue to 
be victims of anti-Semitism. In addition, 
Israel faces new and existing enemies. 
However, with each passing year we 
are losing our Holocaust survivors and 
their families, along with the valuable 
stories and memories they have to 
pass to future generations. Venues 
such as the United States Memorial 
Holocaust Museum, the Holocaust 
Center at Albright, the Anne Frank 
House in Amsterdam, and the Yad 
Vashem Holocaust memorial in Israel 
serve as valuable educational and 
historical repositories.

All of us have a responsibility to 
“never forget” and to stand up for our 
rights and beliefs as Jews. We must 
continue to educate those who do 
not believe in the Holocaust or who 
attempt to twist the truth of what actually 
happened. Again, a special thank you 
to Hilde, Ellen and Larry for sharing their 
thoughts and memories with us.  
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Making sure we never forget
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This year’s Richard J. Yashek 
lecture will be held Thursday, May 
6, at 8 p.m. in Memorial Chapel at 
Albright College. The speaker will be 
Richard J. Golsan, Ph.D., a professor 
of French at Texas A&M University. 
He is the author or editor of more 
than a dozen books. He has been a 
visiting professor at the Sorbonne in 
Paris, where he taught courses on the 
memory of World War II in postwar 
French literature and culture. 

For more than three decades 
France has been preoccupied with 
traumatic moments and events of 
its recent past. But have national 

efforts to better understand these 
terrible events actually accomplished 
their aims? Or have they actually 
distorted historical understanding 
and challenged the notion of the 
uniqueness of the Holocaust as well as 
the terrible singularity of the fate of its 
victims? This lecture will explore these 
issues through a discussion of recent 
works of literature and film as well as 
the 1990’s trials of French citizens on 
charges of crimes against humanity for 
complicity in the Final Solution.

The lecture is held in memory of 
Richard J. Yashek, a Holocaust survivor 
and longtime Berks County  resident.

Yashek lecture to focus on France

Esther Bratt Larry Rotenberg with grandchildren Talya and Eli
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1100 Berkshire Boulevard
It’s been an incredible year. Hope you’ve been here!

It is hard to believe that a year has gone by since we relocated to the Jewish Cultural Center at 1100 Berkshire 
Boulevard in Wyomissing. If you haven’t been here, we hope to see you in the very near future. For those of you who 

use the Center regularly or from ‘time to time’, we always appreciate your visits and encourage your feedback. 
And, thank you all for your support throughout the year!

Paul D. Cohn, President, Jewish Federation of Reading     Cindy Balchunas, Chair, Jewish Cultural Center Committee
Tammy K. Mitgang, Executive Director, Jewish Federation of  Reading/Jewish Cultural Center

By Paul D. Cohn
Federation president

T h e  2 0 1 0  J e w i s h 
Federation Jewish Annual 
Campaign is under way.  
This campaign is  the 
Federation’s major source 
of funding, and it helps 
support the many important 
programs and services that 
help Jews in our community and abroad. Most 
of you are not new to the Campaign, and are 
accustomed to why this is such an important 
part of your Federation. Others may be new 
to our community. Here are a few points that I 
would like you to consider:

• Jewish Family Services — JFS now 
serves all age groups and is dedicated to 
maintaining and strengthening the quality 
of individual and family life in the Jewish 
community. JFS runs a monthly food pantry 
open to both the Jewish and non-Jewish 
communities, helping all to meet their dietary 
needs. Did you know JFS coordinates 
transportation for the elderly and infirmed and 
provides counseling to members of our Jewish 
community? In addition, JFS provides an 
outreach program and acts as a clearinghouse 
for other agencies in our area. As economic 
conditions have worsened, JFS has seen an 
increase in people looking for help.  

• Lakin Early Education Center – JCC’s 
preschool and kindergarten have a long history 
of providing quality education in a nurturing, 
positive environment. Many generations of Berks 

County Jews have gone to the JCC’s preschool 
for its excellent learning curriculum.Many times 
the preschool is a gateway for Jewish families in 
Berks County, where they can meet and make 
friends with other Jewish families. In addition, 
since the school is open to everyone, it provides 
a diversity experience at an early age.

• Cultural Programs and Services — The 
Federation provides many interesting and 
requested programs and services.Lectures, 
films, discussion groups, and holiday events are 
just a few examples. In addition, the Federation 
allocates funds to local synagogues to help 
with their programs.  We offer programs and 
services that bring our community together.

• Israel and Jews around the world 
— Federation has a long and rich history of 
helping Israel. Although our world is rapidly 
changing, Israel is still a young country, and 
unfortunately, some groups and countries 
do not recognize Israel’s right to peaceful 
coexistence. Given its challenges, Jews 
throughout the world help Israel with funding 
and resources so she can remain strong and 
vibrant. Our funding also helps Jews in other 
countries who want to move to Israel, or who 
have serious needs in their own country.  

As I mentioned above, the funds raised by 
the Campaign represent the largest portion of 
the Federation’s budget. Last year you helped 
contribute $600,000 to the Campaign. A few 
years ago, our Campaign was over $1 million. 
So you can see that our annual campaign is 
more important than ever. The Federation has 
taken steps to help reduce our expenses and 

to look at all expenditures, making sure that we 
are being good stewards of your contributions.  
We are making progress in all areas of your 
Federation. We are now in a position to focus 
on those programs and services that our 
community wants and needs. 

However the bottom line is that we are 
asking for, and need your help. And guess 
what? People do need a free meal every so 
often. Seniors do enjoy the company and 
friendship that our services provide. Parents 
are relieved as they drop their preschooler 
off at our school, knowing that their child is in 
excellent hands. Jews in Israel and around the 
world are grateful for the funding we supply.  

Making a pledge to the Campaign is more 
than the money, at least it should be. It should 
be your way of saying that you believe in and 
support our local Jewish community. It should 
be your way of saying that you want to help 
Jews around the world. It should be your way 
of saying that you have resources to help others 
who are less fortunate, and at times destitute. 
It should be your way to say you care.  

For everyone who has already pledged, I 
say “thank you.”  For those of you who are still 
waiting to pledge, I am asking for your help.  
Please pledge now. As you have previously 
heard me say, Jews have a rich tradition of 
leading by example. All of us, no matter how 
large or small the contribution, have a chance 
to become leaders. It all adds up. All of us can 
change the world for the better. 

Free lunch…I don’t think so. It is worth its 
weight in gold.  

There is no free lunch — or is there?
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By Paul Landry
The 2014 Jewish Community Campaign 

will be ending Dec. 31 to make way for the 
2015 Campaign. With the problems that exist 
in Ukraine, Israel and domestically, we need 
everyone’s support this year more than ever.

• I s r a e l  c o n t i n u e s  t o  p r o v i d e 
psychological support to its citizens who 
have been affected by the summer of missile 
attacks, and still needs economic support 
to bolster an economy that was shaken by 
having so many people in shelters for so long.  
It also needs support to strengthen its ability 
to respond to future attacks, now that Hamas 
missiles can reach nearly all of the country.  
The Jewish Federations of North America’s 
$30+ million “Stop the Sirens” campaign 
continues to help with those efforts.

• In Ukraine, disruptions continue.  While 

the issues with ISIS/
ISIL have taken 
over the headlines, 
there is still conflict 
and disruption in 
t h e  s o u t h e a s t 
of  Ukraine, and 
thousands of Jews 
cont inue to l ive 
uncer ta in  l ives. 
F u n d i n g  f r o m 
Jewish Federations 
of North America  
continues to allow our partners in the field to 
help with food, medicines, cooking and heating 
oil and other staples for Jews who remain 
in the contested areas.  And they provide 
emergency shelter and general support for the 
many Jews who have had to flee their homes.

• Here in Berks County, Jewish Family 
Service continues to provide support to those 
who need help. Hospital, nursing home and 
in-home visits; help with navigating the health 
care system; help finding all sorts of services 
provided by other agencies; advice to adult 
children of elderly relatives; support for Jewish 
religious education, and much more.

Your gift to the Jewish Community 
Campaign allows the Federation to continue 
to run the local programs and to support the 
provision of services to Jews overseas.  It is 
one way in which you can practice TZEDAKAH!

If you haven’t already given, please do so 
now!  You can use the information from the 
Campaign ad on page 14 to send your gift.  Or 
you can reply to one of the mailings that we 
will be sending before the end of December.

Either way, your gift is IMPORTANT!

2014 Jewish Community Campaign 
nearing its end

The Koresh Dance Company wowed a 
capacity audience in the Miller Center for the 
Arts at Reading Area Community College 
Oct. 18 and engaged in several outreach 
activities for Berks County youth and families 
that weekend.

The company was founded in 1991 by 
Israeli-born choreographer and artistic director 
Ronen (Roni) Koresh.

Members of the company conducted dance 
workshops for adults and children at Reform 

Congregation Oheb Sholom. Participants 
learned Israeli folk dance infused with the 
Koresh signature contemporary dance 
style and heard a talk about how Koresh’s 
Israeli roots have influenced the troupe’s 
choreography.

The performance at the Miller Center was 
presented in partnership with the Jewish 
Federation of Reading with additional funding 
from Jerome I. Marcus and the Rubin Family 
Fund of the Jewish Federation of Reading 

and as part of the Foundation for Reading 
Area Community College’s Annual Celebration 
for Education Gala. In its “Come Together” 
program, the company juxtaposed Middle 
Eastern music with classical favorites, all with 
the troupe’s trademark athleticism and skill.

The group’s local engagement included a 
workshop for children in the Reading School 
District, a master class for area dance students 
and a “Focus on Israel” program especially for 
the area’s Jewish community.

Dance company a hit on and off  the stage

Paul Landry

Students from the religious school at Reform Congregation Oheb Sholom learn Israeli dances from members of the Koresh Dance Company.

A dance workshop for adults.Neil Hoffman, Roni Koresh and a Koresh dancer discuss the troupe’s performance.
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Rob and Sue always marveled at how close their 
parents were throughout their marriage. So 
when their father’s early-stage memory loss 
threatened to separate him from their mother, 
they feared what it would do to each of them. 
They visited us, and we discussed our shared 

living options, allowing spouses with different care needs to stay 
together. Now, their parents are still together, and Rob and Sue are still 
admiring their strong union. 

From independent living to specialized memory care, we have a range of 
advice and solutions to help your family—all on a vibrant campus with 
activities, social events and individualized services.

Call us to find out how we can help,  
or learn more at CountryMeadows.com. 

Country Meadows offers services and housing without regard to race, color, religion, 
disability, marital status, ancestry, national origin, sexual orientation or gender.

PMS 118 PMS 119 PMS 3435

Independent Living  |  Personal Care  |  Memory Care  |  Restorative Care

1800 Tulpehocken Road, Wyomissing (close to Rte 422 & US 222) • 610-374-3122

“Our parents are soul mates.   
 How could we 

move them apart?”

Serving Berks 
County for over 

25 years

ShalomBerks_Soul Mates_5x8.indd   1 1/15/14   8:07 PM

The Rubin Educational  Family Fund, 
established by the late Edna Rubin to 
promote educational activities for the Berks 
County’s Jewish community, continues to 
bring benefit to all of us. Annually we are 
fortunate to have educational and cultural 
programs supported by her generosity. As 
stated previously by Alan Leisawitz: “Edna’s 
good deeds and her love of the Jewish 
community of Reading and Berks County … 
will make it possible for generations of local 
Jewish adults and children to enjoy cultural 
activities, improve their knowledge  of their 
religion and expand their intellectual horizons  
for many years to come.” Although she is 
longer physically with us, her presence 
and fine work continues to benefit us. 
Thank you Edna.

Edna Rubin’s fund continues
to support the Jewish community

eJewish Philanthropy
The International Fellowship of 

Christians and Jews will dramatically 
increase its efforts to bring more 
olim to Israel from the former Soviet 
Union and countries in crisis across 
the world.

The project will be led by former 
Director General of Aliyah and Absorption 
at the Jewish Agency, Eli Cohen, who 
will join the Fellowship as Vice President 
for Immigration and Absorption. Cohen 
served in a series of senior positions at 
The Jewish Agency and the World Zionist 
Organization and is finishing his term as 
Deputy CEO of Mekorot, Israel’s National 
Water Carrier. Cohen will initially be 
tasked to build a strategic plan for aliyah 
and absorption.

The Fellowship, led by founder 
and President Rabbi Yechiel Eckstein, 
has long supported immigration and 
absorption (aliyah and klita) in Israel 
and over the years has contributed over 
$150 million to help fill those needs. 
Until now that assistance has been 
done through partner organizations, in 
particular The Jewish Agency, where 
Rabbi Eckstein served as chairperson 
of the Aliyah Committee and a member 

of the Executive Board.
Over the past year the Fellowship 

has assisted Jews from Ukraine who 
wished to make aliyah, paid for flights 
for thousands of new immigrants and 
funded half of the project to bring 
more Ethiopian Jews to Israel. The 
Fel lowship has made a strategic 
decision to enhance its work both in 
assisting aliyah to Israel and in the 
absorption of new immigrants through 
cooperation with the government and 
organizations active in the field.

In discussing the Fellowship’s 
new plans, Rabbi Eckstein told eJP: 
“I view increasing the number of new 
immigrants to Israel as a Zionist project 
and as a central pillar of the work of the 
Fellowship to support Israeli society 
and assist Jews in need of help across 
the world. From our work with Jewish 
communities we see both a need and 
a desire to move to Israel, especially 
from the former Soviet Union. Jews are 
yearning to fulfill their dream to make 
aliyah, but they need appropriate socio-
economic support to make that a reality, 
and we intend to provide that for them 
from preparation for aliyah until their 
successful absorption in Israel.”

IFCJ ups the Aliyah game

Judy and Frank Synnamon are 
delighted to announce the marriage of their 
son David Synnamon to Jenna Freudig, 
daughter of Chris and Bob Freudig of 
Mertztown. Jenna is a physician’s assistant 
at St. Luke’s Hospital in Allentown. David 
is the injury prevention manager for the 
city of Allentown. The couple will reside in 
Breinigsville. 

***
Congratulations to Brett and Jamie 

Diamond on the birth of their daughter 
Julia Sarena Diamond and to grandparents 
Charles Diamond and Peggy Dixon and 

great-grandfather Al Diamond.

Until next time: Shalom!
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Community News

Lucy  Suzanne  Knoblauch 
Zeidman, 96, Wyomissing.

Surviving are a son, Bruce F., 
husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman, of 
Shillington; a brother, Harry Knoblauch, 
husband of Edith Knoblauch, of Reading; 
a sister, Ruth Balis of Wyomissing; and 
several nieces and nephews.

---
Irene S. Zeidman, 62, Wyomissing.  

She is survived by her brother Bruce 
F., husband of Geraldine L. Zeidman 
of Shillington.

 ---
Robert Berger, 54, Reading.
He was the former spouse of Lea 

Berger, Reading. He is survived by 
two daughters, Molly R. Berger, State 
College, and Bethany S. Berger, 
Reading; and one brother, Dr. Barry M. 
Berger, husband of Kathleen A. Vieweg, 
Boston, Mass.

---
 David Moyer, 85, Reading.
 He is survived by his wife, Marjorie 

L. (Sulman) Moyer.  He is also survived 
by his daughters, Aileen D., widow 
of Neal H. Endy, of Pennside, and E. 
Roxanne, wife of Les Walker, of Batavia 
Ohio; sons, Stan B. , husband of Kristine 
K. Moyer, of Sinking Spring and Jay 
H., husband of Margaret R. Moyer, of 
Muhlenberg Township.  Other survivors 
are grandchildren: Brett A. Endy, Chad 
M. Endy and Elizabeth K. Moyer; and 
great-grandchildren, Carson N., Logan 
C., Ardyn N. and Ava L. Endy

---
Shirley Robinson of B’nai B’rith 

Apartments. Survived by her Friendship 
Circle friends.

 ---
 Louis Malamud, 95, formerly 

of Temple.  He is survived by a son, 
Mitchel, husband of Laura Malamud, 
of Las Vegas; grandchildren Barry 
husband of Johna Malamud, Deborah 
Babbit-Malamud and Sheri Malamud; 
and great-grandchildren: Jessy Babbit, 
Carly Malmud and Ian Malamud.

Obituaries

By Joan G. Friedman
Congratulations to Korey Blanck  

and to Edith Blanck on the birth of 
their new granddaughter  and great-
granddaughter!

 ***
Mazel Tov to the Bluestone Family: 

To David and Marianna on their new 
daughter and to grandparents Eric and 
Marissa.

  ***
Congratulations to Charles and 

Brenda Diamond on the engagement 
of their son Brett and to grandfather Al 
Diamond.

***
Mazel Tov to Rosalind Hyman and 

her daughter, Attorney.Cathy Hyman 

Badal, who has received the honor of 
being chosen as the Child Advocate of 
the Year for the State of Pennsylvania.

***
Best wishes to our Berks County 

athletes competing in the 2010 Maccabi 
Games:

Emily & Jared Baksic, swimming
Andrew Blickle, basketball
Matthew Eisenberg, swimming
Hannah and Alexis Glassmire, 

swimming
Brandon Missan, soccer

Until next time: Shalom!
[Email all your simcha news to joan@

friedman.net]

All Around the Town_________

 I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea! I had no idea!
We hear this again and again from residents of The Highlands.

• People are so friendly.
• There’s so much for me to do.
• I love the independence and

privacy at The Highlands.
• I don’t worry about my future.
• Dining is like a fine restaurant.
• My kids are so glad I’m here.
• I feel like I’m at a resort.
• This was a smart and valuable

financial decision.
• They do things first class.
• I wish I’d moved here sooner.
• I love it here!

Come tour The Highlands.
Find out first hand why it is the best place for

retirement living.
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If you’re exploring options and choices
for your retirement years, be sure to call
us for a tour.  You too can be a part of
this wonderful lifestyle.  We have every-
thing from a studio apartment to gracious
cottages.  We would love to meet you
and answer your questions.

Call for lunch and a tour today.
�10-775-2300

www.thehighlands.org

Shalom Newspaper (Joan Friedman)
5” (2 col.) x 7”

Questions?
Contact Jodi Gibble, Marketing Director

The Highlands at Wyomissing
2000 Cambridge Ave., Wyomissing, PA 19�10

�10-288-3405

You’ve worked hard to accumulate your wealth. 

Trust it to someone who will work even harder to 

grow your assets and provide you with peace of mind 

as you plan for the future. From financial planning and 

investment management to custom credit solutions, 

deposit products and more. Clermont Wealth Strategies 

– personal, focused and highly confidential.

Financial Planning

Custom Credit Solutions

Wealth Preservation & Transfer Services

Comprehensive Investment Management

Bank Deposit & Convenience Products 

Retirement Planning

CLERMONT WEALTH STRATEGIES
A T

1.866.332.8393
clermontwealth.com

Securities and Insurance Products:
Not FDIC-Insured • Not Insured by any Federal Government Agency
No Financial Institution Guarantee • May lose value • Not a deposit

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania
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GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Images from
Yemin Orde

Area resident and recent college 
graduate Jessica Flamholz sent us 
these pictures from her recent visit 
to Yemin Orde, an Israeli village 
for children and youth supported 

by our Federation. 

KEEP UP WITH THE COMMUNITY
Visit www.readingjewishcommunity.org

David Synnamon and Jenna Freudig

Obituaries
Marilyn Frank, 82, formerly of 

Reading.  Marilyn worked at Albright 
College for many years and was very 
active in the Jewish community.  She 
is survived by her daughters, Susan F. 
Viskin of Concord, MA and Wendy S. 
Frank of Groton, MA.  Other survivors 
include her four grandchildren.

---
Morton S. Daniels, 87, of Florida, 

formerly of Reading. Morton had a 
long sales career at his family store 
— Shaffer Furniture.  He is survived 
by his wife Brigitte Daniels, and his 
sons: David, Ken, and Rob and his two 
grandchildren.  Other survivors include 
his brother Allen Daniels of South 
Carolina and his sister Eleanor Malkin.

---

Evelyn Jacobs Kravatz, 77, of New 
York, formerly of Reading. She had a 
master’s degree in art history and had 
a strong background in theatre, ballet, 
films, art and literature.

She is survived by numerous cousins 
and their families in the Philadelphia 
area and on the West Coast.

---
Sandra “Honey” Youngerman, 

80, Muhlenberg Township. A longtime 
teacher, she worked in several local 
nursery schools including the JCC 
preschool.

She is survived by her husband, 
Sanford “Sy” Youngerman; three sons: 
Hank, Reading; Mitchell and wife, 
Jamie, Pittsburgh area; and Brian 
and wife, Denise, Mt. Joy, Pa,; and 
grandsons Benjamin and Ryan; and a 
sister, Frances in Florida; and several 
nieces and nephews.

Programs supported
by Rubin Fund

The Road to Masada lecture series 
presented by Tim Blessing, PhD. 

Music Discovery series presented 
by Ann Leisawitz

Cinema: The Jewish Lens
Trivia Night

Upcoming events
Evocation of the Lost World 

of the Roman Ghetto: The Poetic 
Project of Crescenzo Del Monte  
lecturer  Daniel Leisawitz Ph.D.

Homeland for the Jewish Soul: 
The Jewish Deli,presented by Ted 
Merwin Ph.D.

Jewish Film Series
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By William D. Franklin
President

Every Thursday 
I have the pleasure 
o f  m e e t i n g  a n d 
mingling with 25 to 30 
members of our Jewish 
seniors community.
The Federation hosts 
weekly subsid ized 
kosher lunches and 
brings in speakers 
and entertainment to keep our seniors 
connected and enrich their lives. I 
learn firsthand of the Reading Jewish 
community’s history and meet some 
of the individuals who shaped it. It is a 

chance for us to laugh and learn, mingle 
and schmooze, get questions answered 
and receive guidance and referrals for 
various social services. When asked why 
they come, Leon Lonker said: “I come for 
the comraderie, friendship and feel there 
is something special about being Jewish. 
I grew up with a lot of these people and 
feel a strong bond with them.” Bernard 
and Hilda Feldman added — “We’ve 
been coming for years. It’s a place to 
go and enjoy seeing friends, enjoy their 
company and have good food.”

Their faces and stories remind me of 
my wife’s and my families. The Holocaust 
survivors’ stories are heartbreaking 
but remind me of our incredible will to 

survive. Often two and three generations 
are present — their love and caring fills 
the room. It’s wonderful to feel “at home.” 
Please join us and bring those who you 
feel could contribute and benefit by being 
with us.

It is also a weekly reminder of the 
important role the Federation plays in the 
lives of our Reading Jewish community. 
We work to counter potential feelings of 
loneliness and isolation. We also present 
Jewish holiday programs throughout the 
year. Various transportation needs are 
tended to, and monthly routine health 
checkups are provided by visiting nurses. 
Attendance is monitored, often leading to 
home visits and consultation with other 

family members to ensure excellent care 
for the entire family as they struggle to 
navigate the next stages of our parents’ 
lives.  All in all, it is a wonderful way for us 
to bring meaning into our lives and stay 
knowledgeable about the well-being and 
needs of our seniors.

Working to create and sustain 
Kehillah — community — we “honor 
our mothers and fathers” and make it 
possible for them to age with dignity, 
receive assistance when in need and 
participate fully in Jewish life from cradle 
to grave. A key role of the Federation is to 
link our community’s funding needs and 
opportunities with our donors’ interests 
to help bring our core principles to life.

From the President’s Desk

Honoring our mothers and fathers
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A jo in t  miss ion composed of 
community members from the Reading 
area and the Lehigh Valley will leave for 
Israel Oct. 21.

For the Reading community, it is the 
first  mission   the  Federation   has   led   in  
more than 15 years. A goal of Federation 
President Tammy Mitgang and Federation 
leadership, the Reading mission is co-

chaired by Michael and Susan Fromm and 
Victor and Dena Hammel. In addition to 
Mitgang, Jayne Kleinman, Cultural Center 
program director and Mark Goldstein, 
Executive Director of Jewish Federation of 
the Lehigh Valley will staff the mission.

Rabb i  Br ian  Miche lson  f rom 
Congregation Oheb Sholom and Rabbi 
Yosef Lipsker, Chabad-Lubavitch of 

Berks County will be joining the group 
on the mission. 

The Reading Jewish community has 
benefited  from  teaming  with  the  seasoned  
mission-goers from the Allentown area 
and Lehigh Valley Federation’s “well-
oiled” mission process.

“Mark Goldstein and his staff have 
created over the years a network of 
resources and processes that have 
benefited   our   community  —   newbies,  
if you will, when it comes to mission 
planning. And, we are neighbors. The 
mission project is just the start of future 
joint efforts,” Mitgang said. 

There are many details that need 
to be addressed when moving a group 
of more than 50 people across Israel. 
Jewish Federation of North America’s 
Missions Department and its staff in 
Israel along with Kenes Tours will further 
ensure that each and every day of the 
mission is maximized.

Federation missions are travel 
experiences unlike any other. Along 
with visits to historic and sacred sites, 
museums and popular tourist destinations, 
Federation missions provide exclusive, 
insider access to residents, community 
leaders, area experts, and political 
personalities and provide a sense of 

purpose and heightened appreciation 
and connection to Jewish identity. 

Mission participants will visit Reading’s 
Israel   Now   projects  —   two   important  
humanitarian efforts that both save 
and  change  lives  —  Yemin  Orde  Youth  
Village in the Carmel Mountains and Meir 
Panim’s new nutrition center in Kiryat 
Gat, where the community will dedicate 
the kitchen that was made possible 
thanks to the Reading community’s 
funding efforts.

The dedication will be a big thank you 
to our community and a proud moment. 
With   two   out   of   every   five   children   in  
Israel living below the poverty line, 
Meir Panim’s network of soup kitchens, 
restaurants and feeding centers, ensure 
warm, nutritious meals for thousands of 
children and families every day.

At Yemin Orde, the group is anxious to 
see  firsthand  the  progress  that  has  been  
made  at   the   village   since   the  wildfires  
devastated it in 2010.

The group is honored that Chaim Peri, 
beloved educator and director of Yemin 
Orde for 30 years, will personally be hosting 
the group during a tour and lunch.

Young people from the village will join 
the group for the tour and share their 
experiences. 

By Alvin Katz
Chairman

I want to take this 
time to wish all of you a 
very Happy and Sweet 
New Year.

As we enter into the 
New Year, we reflect 
on what  we have 
accomplished this past 
year and what challenges lie ahead for us 
in the coming year. Your Federation has 
provided many interesting programs and 
speakers this past year. We have attended 
to those less fortunate, maintained our state 
certified  Nursery  School.  We  completed  
a very successful Gratz College program 
for our teenagers and a wonderful senior 
program. Our Jewish Family Service has 
again done a wonderful job helping those 

in need. Providing food, assistance with 
expenses and many other aspects of getting 
those less fortunate back on their feet. 
Our  finance  committee  has  been  working  
overtime ensuring that our funds are well 
cared and accounted for. I also want to 
recognize Tammy Mitgang and her entire 
Federation/JCC staff who work tirelessly 
for you. 

As we enter the New Year, I am happy to 
announce that we have a Mission to Israel 
this month in conjunction with the Allentown 
Federation. With the numbers participating, 
this should be a very worthwhile Mission. 
They will be visiting many sites and meeting 
with some well-known names in Israel 
politics and military. I feel certain that many 
if not all of them will return with a better 
understanding of Israel and its position in 
the world and the Middle East. They will 

visit, among other sites, Yemin Orde, and 
Meir Panim, which we support through 
your contributions. Yemin Orde is a youth 
village in the Carmel mountains near Haifa 
which caters to youth in need, providing 
them with shelter, emotional support and 
an excellent education. Meir Panim is, for 
the lack of a better description, similar to 
what we would call a soup kitchen but with 
a different concept. Here those in need can 
get hot meals that are SERVED to them, not 
cafeteria style as here in the States,  so that 
they don’t feel like they are getting  a handout. 
In addition, Meir Panim serves thousands 
of hot meals to schoolchildren throughout 
Israel and maintains a Goodwill-like facility 
to help furnish clothing and furniture to those 
in need. For both of these organizations and 
Jews throughout the world who receive your 
support, I thank you. 

By Tammy K. Mitgang
President

Alma Lakin would be 
the   first   to   pooh-pooh  
any notion that she 
was amazing, special 
or that she inspired the 
extraordinary in others. 
Petite, big hearted and 
deliberate, time spent 
with Alma was never 
about her.

She  cared  about  others  —  strangers,  
family and friends. And she worked to 
improve   the  world  —  here  at  home,   in  
Israel and around the world. When you 
were with Alma, it was all about you, it 
was you who were front and center and 
made to feel special.   

Alma believed that we are responsible 
for each other according to the principles 
of chesed (caring and compassion), 
Torah (Jewish learning), tikkun olam 
(repairing the word) and tzedakah (social 
justice). And her life was an embodiment 
of those principles.

She believed in the bold collective 
of Federation and knew that together 
we   could  mobilize   financial   and   social  
resources that could rescue Jews, 
strengthen the Jewish people and 
literally, change the world.

The ongoing turbulence in the Middle 

East troubled her, and she knew that 
life  for  Israel  —  though  it  is  a  first-world  
economy  like  the  USA,  was  difficult  and  
complicated. 

When I interviewed her for a video 
that recognized her and her husband, 
Ed’s community service and the 
establishment of the Holocaust Library 
and Resource Center at Albright College, 
she did not talk about her efforts to raise 
money and resettle Soviet Jews in our 
community. Instead, she spoke of how 
thrilled she was to meet with Natan and 
Avital  Sharanksy  —   refuseniks  who  at  
extraordinary  personal  risk  and  sacrifice  
helped to spark and later ignite a global 
movement to free Soviet Jewry. Between 
1990 and 1997, Federation’s Operation 
Exodus campaign nationally raised $1 
billion to rapidly rescue and resettle more 
than one million Soviet Jews in Israel and 
North America. PS – Alma marched with 
others in our community on the National 
Mall in Washington during one of the 
largest marches in American history. That 
rally would become a turning point in this 
movement. 

She spoke about the unity of the 
Jewish world that resulted in the 
Operation Solomon rescue mission that 
took place in May 1991. The state of 
Israel, together with Jewish Federation 
of North America’s major partners on the 

ground  in  Ethiopia  —  the  Jewish  Agency  
for Israel and the American Jewish Joint 
Distribution  Committee  (JDC)  —  feared  
for the Ethiopian Jewish community’s 
safety when rebel forces threatened 
to overrun Mengistu Haile-Mariam’s 
Commmunist government.

What followed was one of the most 
dramatic rescue operations in Israel’s 
history. Over 34 hours and four minutes, 
34 Israeli cargo and passenger planes 
worked around the clock, airlifting 14,310 
Ethiopian Jews to Israel from Addis 
Ababa. Alma would have beamed having 
heard MK Sholomo Molla’s incredible life 
story that he credits to the work of the 
Federation system that saved his life. 
(see page 5)

Alma shared her excitement and pride 
that helped to raise nearly $1 million 
locally toward the capital campaign that 
would build the U.S. Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington, America’s 
national institution for the documentation, 
study and interpretation of Holocaust 
history.  She  reflected  on  the  mixture  of  
raindrops and tears that fell the night of 
its dedication as she, Ed and others from 
our community donned their construction 
hats and toured the vast and important 
structure.

At home in Berks County, the JCC’s 
Lakin Early Education Center preschool 

bears  their  name,  and  as  the  first  female  
President of the Jewish Federation of 
Reading, she and Dan Tannenbaum, 
an executive director of the Federation, 
brokered a partnership with her alma 
mater, Albright College, that would 
establish the Holocaust Library and 
Resource Center on the campus.

Being Alma meant tireless service 
and  no   fanfare  —  certainly  no  pictures  
if she was expected to be in them. 
Accolades were not her style; but she 
was   not  without   opinion  —   thoughtful  
and at times, determined. But, no matter 
what she put her efforts behind, you could 
be sure that she was right by your side, 
working hand in hand with you and others 
to do great things.  

Alma considered herself privileged 
to have enjoyed so much of life. One of 
her favorite memories was crossing over 
into Jordan when the borders with Israel 
were reopened. “To think, she would 
reminisce; “that we along with other 
Federation mission-goers, met with King 
Hussein. Ed and I were so fortunate.”

Her family was her heart. She 
cons idered a  bet te r  wor ld ,  her 
responsibility  and  life  —  a  special  reward.  
I think those of us who knew Alma were 
the truly the fortunate ones.

Alma Lakin passed away Aug. 27 at 
the age of 82.

From the President’s Desk

Being Alma
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Looking forward to a great New Year

Federation mission to Israel begins Oct. 21

DON’T MISS OUT
Be sure to pick up the October 

Berks County Living

magazine featuring a special 
supplement produced by the 

Jewish Federation of Reading.
 

Special thanks to Campaign 
Co-Chairs Howard & Victoria 

Hafetz for spearheading the 
project, which raised $19,200 for 
Federation! See Page 7 for a list 

of advertisers and patrons.

Look for it at local retailers and 
libraries and at the Berks Encore 
Senior Expo Oct. 23 at BodyZone.

By Larry Rotenberg
Chairman

At the end of the 
summer, Bill Franklin, 
Meir and Haia Mazuz 
and I were discussing 
themes for the 2015 
Campaign.  I  had 
offered the phrase “E 
Pluribus Unum,” which can be seen on 
every 50-cent coin. It means, roughly, “’we 
are many, but we are one”

After some brief discussion, it was 
decided that while the spirit of this Latin  
phrase was helpful, it would not quite 
fit. And so we went with Bill Franklin’s 
suggestion, of “One people; one heart.”

But deep in my heart, I could not let go of 
my idea, in spite of its Roman provenance.  
And the reasons for that are many, and I will 
share some of them with you.

We have some 2,500 Jewish souls in 
Berks County, give or take. And among 
these, in addition to the fact that close to 
half are not affiliated, we have Orthodox, 
Conservative, and Reform.

Within each of these major groups,  
there are factions who take exception to 
this or that aspect in their own organization, 
never mind the others.

Between each of these groups, there is 
a history, sometimes going back more than 
a century, of slights, real, or imagined, which 
still linger in the collective unconscious.

It’s like the old joke about the Jew 
stranded on an island, by himself, and 
when he is finally rescued, he is asked 
why he built not one, but two synagogues, 
since he was the only person there.  He 
answered that he built one for himself, and 
the other one is the one “that I would never 
put a foot into.”

But as we approach the beginning 
of another year, we can no longer afford 
to hold onto these small grievances. We 
must find a way to nurture every drop of 
Yiddishkeit, whatever its source. We must 
be inclusive of families with converts. 
We must include families or individuals, 
however different they are. We must make 
a home for everyone. In order to survive, 

we must unite. United, we have the vitality 
and the cross-fertilization of people, ideas, 
ideals,  and creativity.  Divided, we will 
expend our energies and our resources 
to no good end.

I have always felt that the greatest 
miracle of the Jews has not been that 
they have survived tyrants from Haman to 
Hitler.  Rather, the greatest miracle is that 
we have survived more than 3,000 years 
of squabbling amongst ourselves.

And so, let us unite, so that Jewish life 
will not become an endangered species 
in this community, and our grandchildren, 
for many generations to come, will still 
remember their past, even as they look to 
their future.

E Pluribus Unum

By Paul L. Landry
In  las t  month ’s 

i s s u e  I  s p o k e 
about  “benef ic iary 
des ignat ions”  and 
how they were the 
easiest way to leave a 
gift to the Federation.  
This month I would like to look at them 
in another context – using them to 
leave assets to your heirs.

The  mos t  impor tan t  th ing  to 
remember about them is that, just as 
you would update your will when some 
substantial change occurs in your life, 
you should update your beneficiary 
designations too.  Remember, the 
assets  that  pass by benef ic iary 
designation are not covered by your 
will.  And when we consider savings 
accounts, retirement accounts, life 
insurance, etc., they can be passing 
substantial amounts of money to 
your heirs.  Make sure that, as your 
situation changes, the assets in those 
financial instruments go to the right 
people or organizations.

S o m e  o f  t h e  m o r e  c o m m o n 
mistakes that can be avoided are:

Not naming a beneficiary. If you 
don’t name anyone, the plan’s default 
provisions might come into play, or 
your estate becomes the beneficiary.  
That could cause those assets to go 
through probate and they may not end 
up where you would have wanted.

F a i l u r e  t o  l i s t  c o n t i n g e n t 
beneficiaries. If your beneficiary 
dies first and you haven’t named a 
contingent (or secondary) beneficiary, 
it’s the same as having no beneficiary 
at  al l .   Again,  ei ther the defaul t 
prov is ions apply  or  your  esta te 
becomes the beneficiary and those 
assets go through probate.

Missing beneficiary designation 
forms. Without a verifiable form to 
prove beneficiary status, the default 
provision of the plan, whatever it is, 
can apply. Don’t count on the company 
to have up to date copies. Companies 
go out of business or move or are 
merged/sold and anything can happen 
to the paperwork. Keep copies of your 

beneficiary forms in a safe deposit 
box, and make sure your financial 
advisor, estate attorney and executor 
have copies.

Lack of specifics. Simply listing 
“my children” as your beneficiaries 
can be a problem, especially in a 
blended family. The list of possible 
problems is long – so be specific!

Using shortcuts. Don’t rely on 
one of your heirs to pass assets to 
other heirs. Again, the list of possible 
problems is long, including the fact that 
the heir who receives the assets has 
no legal obligation to pass them on. If 
you want one of your heirs to receive 
an asset from your estate – specify it! 
It may make for a longer document, but 
your wishes will be accomplished.

Not considering the financial or 
emotional readiness of beneficiaries. 
Your heirs wi l l  get the money in 
your IRAs,  ret i rement accounts, 

life insurance and annuities almost 
immediately upon your death, with 
no restrictions. If this worries you, 
consider naming a trust as beneficiary; 
then you can place limits on when and 
how the money is to be used.

The above is not an exhaustive 
list. Just like your will, you should 
consult an attorney experienced in 
estate planning if you are dealing 
with a large amount of money or a 
complicated situation. The cost will 
be well worth it.

If you would like to explore this 
further, feel free to contact me. I am 
not an attorney and can’t provide legal 
advice, but I can help you think about 
your situation and clarify your thinking 
before you take any action. You can 
call me at 610-921-0624 or e-mail me 
at paull@jfreading.org.

All contacts are without obligation 
and completely confidential.

Updating your will? Don’t forget those beneficiary designations

2014 Interfaith
 Kristallnacht

observance
 

Sunday, Nov. 9
Circle of light 6:30 pm.;
Interfaith Service, 7 pm.

 
CHRIST EPISCOPAL CHURCH

 Fifth and Court Streets, Reading

held in conjunction with the Jewish Community
and Trinity Lutheran Church
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100 Raoul Wallenberg Place, SW  Washington, DC 20024-2126  ushmm.org

1:30 p.m.
Reading Public Museum Auditorium

500 Museum Road
Reading, Pennsylvania

Register:  
ushmm.org/events/deadly-medicine-reading

7 p.m.
Albright College

Wachovia Theatre
1621 North 13th Street
Reading, Pennsylvania

Register:  
ushmm.org/events/deadly-medicine-albright

Tuesday November, 18

HoW DiD membeRS of a PRofeSSion committed to helping and  
healing people become complicit in Nazi crimes? This lecture  
explores the role of physicians in forced sterilizations and the  
mass murder of Germany’s mentally and physically disabled. 

The events are free and open to the public, but registrations are  
requested. 

The afternoon event is co-presented by the Reading Public Museum, which is hosting  
the US Holocaust Memorial Museum’s traveling exhibition Deadly Medicine:  
Creating the Master Race from September 14 to January 7.

The evening event is co-presented by the Edwin and Alma Lakin Holocaust Library  
and Resource Center, which is a partnership between Albright College and the Jewish 
Federation of Reading.

DeaDly 
meDiCine

Public Program

The German  
medical  

Profession and  
nazi medical  

crimes
In his laboratory at a new eugenics institute in Berlin, geneticist Otmar von Verschuer takes  
blood samples from twins as part of his research study on hereditary links to criminality, mental  
retardation, tuberculosis, and cancer. In 1927, he recommended the forced sterilization of the  
“mentally and morally subnormal.” Archiv zur Geschichte der Max-Planck-Gesellschaft, Berlin

PUBLIC LECTURE

Featuring a talk by Dr. Patricia Heberer Rice, a historian with the Center 
for Advanced Holocaust Studies at the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum in Washington. She specializes in the subject of medical crimes and 
eugenics policies in Nazi Germany.
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L’Shana Tovah 5775!

Seniors celebrate Rosh Hashanah at The Heritage at Green Hills during one of several High Holiday events held by Jewish Family Service around Berks County.

Seniors at the Rosh Hashanah luncheon and service at the Manor at Market Square.

Arlene and Jake Krumholz and Floyd Ruttenberg attend Rosh Hashanah services at Berks Heim.Seymour and Beverly Bloom and daughter Merryl Eisenberg at Rosh Hashanah services at Berks Heim.
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Congregational News

150th Anniversary  
Shabbat Celebration 

	  

It	  all	  started	  in	  1864	  with	  20	  dedicated	  
families	  and	  a	  small,	  rented	  room	  serving	  

as	  their	  sanctuary.	  	  In	  2014,	  Reform	  
Congregation	  Oheb	  Sholom	  not	  only	  
celebrates	  its	  “Sesquicentennial,”	  but	  
also	  our	  beautiful,	  spacious	  synagogue	  
and	  a	  membership	  of	  over	  220	  families!	  	  	  

	  
Please	  join	  us	  at	  a	  special	  Anniversary	  
Shabbat	  service,	  featuring	  nationally	  

recognized,	  guest	  speaker	  	  
Rabbi	  Jonah	  Pesner,	  Vice	  President	  of	  the	  

Union	  for	  Reform	  Judaism.	  	  	  
	  

Friday,	  November	  21st,	  2014	  
7:00pm	  

A	  special	  Oneg,	  hosted	  by	  Sisterhood,	  
immediately	  follows	  the	  service	  

	  
Members	  and	  Non-‐members	  are	  welcome	  

By Rabbi Yosef Lipsker
Chabad Center of Berks County

The words from 
my t i t le  are  used 
by  mov ie  and  TV 
producers as they 
get ready to record 
their handiwork. I t 
is a signal that the 
script is now about 
to get a face. Thus 
far it was just words on a paper, and 
now the silent story will become filled 
with beautiful designs and color, 
accompanied by the captivating sounds 
of the actors and the music.

 In our day and age the end product 

will soon enter our living rooms in 
the shape of a DVD — or something 
more sophisticated delivered by a local 
network streaming straight into our home. 
Whenever we feel the urge, we will settle 
down on the sofa, grab a bag of popcorn 
and take in the action. Very soon we feel 
transported into a surreal setting that 
duplicates reality.

The concept of a movie has been 
around since the beginning of time, 
with one important difference. The film 
from the past was in each individual’s 
mind; in the imagination. Now that 
same imagination can be projected 
for someone else’s enjoyment — or 
otherwise.

 Imagination is very important. 
Through it, we recall the people we 
love, the experiences that continue to 
mould us, and the interesting things we 
observe during our lifetime. The Torah 
discusses the imagination at length. At 
times it cautions us to its pitfalls (letting 
our fantasies get the better of us); while 
at other times it promotes its benefits.

 We have just concluded the most 
amazing month in Judaism, the Jewish 
month of Tishrei, from its intense 
solemnity to the climax of joy. From the 
additional prayers to the deep sounds of 
the Shofar. From the innocence of white 
on Yom Kippur to the pure pleasure of 
being the Torah’s feet. Throughout, we 

have moved along with it.
But it must not be in vain. It must 

be drilled into our daily consciousness. 
The religious energy is not a one-off, 
but a force that can carry us forward as 
we go back to our daily lives. The Torah 
wants the memories and experiences 
of this special month to be fixed clearly 
in our imaginations to be replayed 
over and over again. G-d wants us to 
adapt the movie of Tishrei as one that 
can really help us in a meaningful and 
true way.

So pick out the highlights, and 
compose the narrative — the one that will 
lift you and inspire you to a year ahead 
filled with the greatest joys and blessings.

Moving forward — Camera, sound, action!

Learning & Community Building Programs at KZ
 
Monday, Nov. 3 at 7 p.m. – Brokenness & Wholeness in the 
Jewish Tradition, 7 p.m. 

Monday, Nov. 17 at 7 p.m.– Midrash & Art: 7 p.m. —
Study a piece of Rabbinic text and create your own artistic 
interpretation. No previous experience necessary.

Sunday, Dec. 7 at 11 a.m.– Grandparent’s Group: 
Celebrating & Approaching this Holiday Season Together 
— Being a grandparent brings a special joy into our 
lives. Come together with other grandparents to share and 
discuss ways of celebrating this holiday season with your 
grandchildren. This session is especially designed for 
grandparents with intermarried children.

LOCAL CONGREGATIONS AND SERVICE TIMES
KESHER ZION SYNAGOGUE (610) 374-1763

Weekly services Saturdays: 9:30 a.m.; Tuesdays, 7:30 p.m.
Friday Evening Service – Please call for service information
Babysitting available upon request with one week’s notice

REFORM CONGREGATION OHEB SHOLOM (610) 375-6034
Friday, Nov. 7 at 6 p.m.; Fridays, Nov. 14 and 28 at 7:45 p.m.
Friday, Nov. 21, 150th anniversary Shabbat service, 7 p.m.

Saturday, Nov. 22: Tot Shabbat, 10 a.m.

CHABAD CENTER OF BERKS COUNTY (610) 921-0881
Saturday mornings: 9:30 a.m.; Friday evenings: 6:30 p.m.

CONGREGATION SHOMREI HABRITH

Lunch & Learn
with

Rabbi Rachel Schwartz
All classes at noon at Kesher Zion Synagogue

Midrash & Memory:
The People in Our Biblical Neighborhood

Nov. 4 – Isaac. Nov. 11 – Joseph.
Nov. 18 – Serach Bat Asher, Nov. 25 – Moses

All are welcome to join.
Please rsvp at kzsecretary@entermail.net

or call 610-374-1763

24/7 Medical Eye Emergencies

Glaucoma · Macular Degeneration · Diabetic Retinopathy · Allergy 

Cataracts · Inflammation · Infection · Dry Eye · Eyelid Disease 

Refractive Surgery Co-management · Orthokeratology · Contact Lenses 

Optical Services · Vision Therapy/Orthoptics · Low Vision Rehabilitation · Routine Eye Care

www.Wyo-Opto.com

Medical Eye Disease Management              Refractive and Vision Care Services 

Adult and Pediatric Eye Care
Wyomissing Optometric Center, Inc.

Wyomissing - 610.374.3134

Douglassville - 610.385.4333

Douglassville
610.385.4333

Glenn S. Corbin, O.D. • Kerry J. Burrell, O.D. • Heidi L. Sensenig, O.D., M.S.

Karen L. Heaney, O.D. • Michael D. Burkhart, O.D. •  Amanda S. Legge, O.D.

Wyomissing
610.374.3134

Myerstown
717.866.1400
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Chanukah	  fun	  for	  the	  
whole	  family!	  	  	  

	  
Save	  the	  date!	  	  Chanukah	  is	  almost	  here	  and	  
RCOS	  invites	  you	  and	  your	  family	  to	  our	  annual	  

Chanukah	  service	  and	  dinner	  celebration.	  	  	  
	  

Friday,	  December	  19,	  2014	  
6:00pm	  Services	  
7:00pm	  Dinner	  	  

RSVP	  by	  December	  12	  
	  

We	  will	  light	  the	  Chanukah	  candles	  together	  on	  
the	  bimah,	  so	  please	  bring	  your	  menorah	  from	  

home.	  	  Dinner	  is	  graciously	  sponsored	  by	  
Sisterhood,	  and	  attendees	  are	  asked	  to	  bring	  a	  
side	  dish	  or	  dessert.	  	  Children	  3-‐12	  are	  invited	  to	  

participate	  in	  supervised	  activities	  following	  	  
the	  service.	  

	  
Members	  and	  Non-‐members	  are	  welcome	  	  

RSVP	  to	  Temple	  Office	  610-‐375-‐6034	  

PJ Library and Kesher Zion Synagogue invites you to a  

Pajama Party and
Teddy Bear Sleep Over!  

 
November 16 at Kesher Zion Synagogue 3:30 -4:30 PM 

 
Come in your Pajamas and bring a stuffed animal! 

 

 
 

 

 

When you go home your stuffed animal* will stay at the 
synagogue for a special stuffed animal sleep over.  You can 
pick up your stuffed animal in the morning and see pictures 

of how much fun they had at night. 
Kesher Zion Synagogue 
1245 Perkiomen Avenue 

Reading, PA 19602 
610-374-1763 

RSVP and questions to kzsecretary@entermail.net  
*We recommend bringing a stuffed animal your child won’t miss for one 
night. Morning stuffed animal pick up will also be available at the JCC. 

Introduce your children to the joy 
of  Shabbat. Tot Shabbat is a musical, 
story-filled Shabbat morning experience  
geared towards families with young   
children through grade 2.  Bring your 
family and friends to celebrate with 
Rabbi Brian Michelson and stay for 
a pint-size Oneg offering grape 
juice, challah, and child friendly treats.  

 

November 22, 2014 

December 13, 2014 

January 24, 2015 

February 21, 2015 

March 21, 2015 

April 18, 2015 

May 16, 2015 

June 20, 2015 

Tot Shabbat services are held Saturday 
mornings at 10am at Reform Congregation 
Oheb Sholom located at 555 Warwick Drive, 
Wyomissing, PA  19610.  No registration is 
required.  Please call the Temple office with 
any questions: 610-375-6034. 

 

November 22, 2014 

December 13, 2014 

January 24, 2015 

February 21, 2015 

March 21, 2015 

April 18, 2015 

May 16, 2015 

June 20, 2015 

 

November 22, 2014 

December 13, 2014 

January 24, 2015 

February 21, 2015 

March 21, 2015 

April 18, 2015 

May 16, 2015 

June 20, 2015 

Introduce your children to the joy 
of  Shabbat. Tot Shabbat is a musical, 
story-filled Shabbat morning experience  
geared towards families with young   
children through grade 2.  Bring your 
family and friends to celebrate with 
Rabbi Brian Michelson and stay for 
a pint-size Oneg offering grape 
juice, challah, and child friendly treats.  

Introduce your children to the joy 
of  Shabbat. Tot Shabbat is a musical, 
story-filled Shabbat morning experience  
geared towards families with young   
children through grade 2.  Bring your 
family and friends to celebrate with 
Rabbi Brian Michelson and stay for 
a pint-size Oneg offering grape 
juice, challah, and child friendly treats.  

Tot Shabbat services are held Saturday 
mornings at 10am at Reform Congregation 
Oheb Sholom located at 555 Warwick Drive, 
Wyomissing, PA  19610.  No registration is 
required.  Please call the Temple office with 
any questions: 610-375-6034. 

Tot Shabbat services are held Saturday 
mornings at 10am at Reform Congregation 
Oheb Sholom located at 555 Warwick Drive, 
Wyomissing, PA  19610.  No registration is 
required.  Please call the Temple office with 
any questions: 610-375-6034. 
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What is the L’Chaim Society?

It’s your way to make a gift to the 
Federation that doesn’t cost you 

anything in your lifetime!

Want to know more?  Call Paul Landry at 610-921-0624 or e-mail at paull@
jfreading.org!
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Youth News

By Bryce Weizer
This past summer I had the privilege 

of participating in L’Dor V’Dor, NFTY’s 
trip to Eastern Europe and Israel. The 
goal was for me and my Camp Harlam 
friends to learn about the European 
Jewish community before the Holocaust 
and then travel on to Israel. I had no idea 
what to expect. I never could have known 
how beautiful and life-changing this trip 
was going to be.

We started in Prague in the Czech 
Republic, where we got a glimpse of 
Jewish history before the Holocaust.  
This was a high point in history during 
which the Jews flourished. Unfortunately 
we then moved on to Terezin, the first 
concentration camp on our trip. My 
counselor Jesse commented, “Our 
history is a rollercoaster; we have our 
ups and we have our downs.” That really 
stuck with me as we went on to Birkenau 
and Auschwitz in Poland. We spent a 
great deal of time learning about this 
in class, but that never really prepared 
us for what we experienced. There is 

a feeling that comes over you that you 
just can’t explain. The whole group was 
somber and full of emotion. It was like a 
wave of realization washed over us all.

We flew from Warsaw to Tel Aviv, and 
the whole group just began clapping as 
we landed in Eretz Yisrael. Wow, what an 
awesome feeling. We were finally there.  
We experienced an amazing bonding 
while sleeping under the stars in the 
Negev Desert. At 3 a.m. the group was 
very united as we climbed Har Shlomo 
(Mount Solomon) and Masada, just in 
time to see the sunrise.  

Jerusalem was more than I ever 
imagined because there was so much to 
learn about the civilization there and the 
Old City. It was at the Western Wall that 
I felt the most connected to my Jewish 
roots. The city is physically small but very 
compact. I also loved the candle museum 
that we toured.

I was impressed by the seas in Israel 
including the Red Sea, Mediteranean 
Sea, and Dead Sea. NFTY had a 
full itinerary for us, and we enjoyed 

snorkeling, floating in the Dead Sea, 
making wooden boats and just relaxing 
in the pollution-free water. 

One of the best parts of the trip was 
the opportunity to do an elective. I chose 
my Chavaya to be “Start-up Nation.” I 
spent several days learning about Israel’s 
technological industry.  Some of the other 
teens did army training, others hiked from 
“Sea to Sea,” and the rest did mission 
work (Tikkum Olam). We all reunited and 
shared our experiences. 

We were matched up with a group of 
Israeli students who were just as happy 
to meet us as we were to see them. I 
was able to have dinner at one of their 
houses, and we continue to keep in 
touch. In some ways their world is so 
different from ours, but we are so similar 
in other ways. There was a significant 
connection. They live every day with the 
possibility that the sirens will go off and 
they will have to go to the bomb shelters.  

As you know, during our summer trip 
the conflict with Hamas escalated in the 
Gaza Strip. There were several occasions 

when the sirens sounded and we had 90 
seconds to get to a bomb shelter. We 
were never sure whether there was an 
actual threat to us or not. Our itinerary 
was changed several times because of 
the war, and we spent more time in the 
north, Tiberius, where it was safer. As one 
of my friends was sent home due to his 
parents’ anxiety over the news, I called 
and pleaded with my parents to let me 
stay. Due to airport closures and escalating 
events all our flights home were canceled. 
It appeared to be tougher on those in the 
states listening to the news. NFTY took 
great care of us and arranged for our 
departure once it was safe.

My Israel tr ip was a fantastic 
experience with so much to do and see.  
I made so many new relationships and 
got so many new experiences that I will 
never forget it.  If you have not been to 
Israel, I hope my article inspires you to 
make travel plans soon. 

I want to thank the JCC of Reading 
and Rabbi Michelson of RCOS for 
helping to make this trip possible.

My Israel experience
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By Anne Seltzer
O n  R o s h 

Hashanah eve Rabbi 
B r i a n  M i c h e l s o n 
gave a sermon that 
focused a lot on his 
dog, Gertie. It was 
a great sermon, and 
one of the things he 
mentioned was that 
some people in his congregation treat 
their pets better than they did/do their 
children. Well of course I knew that 
one of the people he was referencing 
was me, which he verified during the 
oneg. I thought about that and came 
to the conclusion, not for the first time, 
that there is a reason for that. There 
are plenty, but we won’t go into them.  
What I will focus on is lessons to be 
learned from Buttons.

1. Stop and smell the roses. And 
trees, and grass, etc. When I used 
to walk before Buttons, I would just 
walk and not notice my surroundings. 
Because she l ikes to stop every 
few yards to smell  something or 
other, I have learned to notice my 
surroundings and how beautiful a 
particular flower or bush is. I have 
also noticed what new landscaping 
and additions and decks people have 
put on their homes.

2. Be patient. This is a virtue 
that serves Buttons well. Whether it 
is sitting patiently by the counter in 
Hollywood Cleaners for them to give 
her a treat or at our feet at dinner 
waiting for a bit of food, she will sit 
and sit. They say good things come 
to those who wait.

3. Sleep often. Buttons probably 
sleeps about 16-18 hours a day. Not 
continuously, but in snatches during the 
day when nothing is going on, and during 
the night when we sleep. Yes, she does 
sleep with us. But she can awaken at a 
moment’s notice raring to go.

4. Be enthus iast ic .  Whether 
it is bye-bye in the car for errands 
or out for a walk, off to Pat’s or to 
see one of her friends, Buttons is 
always enthusiastic for the outing 
and adventure. Life is one great big 
adventure for her and she is always 
ready to embrace it.

5. G r o w l  w h e n  n e c e s s a r y. 

Buttons is always alert for perceived 
danger and growls at anyone or 
anything she sees a threat.  She 
doesn’t do it unnecessarily, and gets 
attention when she does.

6. Protect what is yours. Buttons 
is very territorial and will often be seen 
guarding the perimeter of her/our 
house. She will run from one end of 
the yard to the other, back and forth, 
to make sure that people know it is 
her territory. But if she ascertains, or 
we ascertain for her, that the person/
dog passing by is no threat, she will 
wag her tail and be nice.

7. Gree t  o thers .  As  anyone 
who has been to our house knows, 
Buttons is an enthusiastic greeter. 
Whether she hasn’t seen you for five 
minutes or five years, you get the 
same treatment. She always makes 
you feel at home and welcome.

8. Love a lot. Buttons is not an 
overly affectionate dog. She is not 
much of a licker or cuddler, except 
when she is scared. But she does 
show love in her own way. If you are 
having a bad day, she will climb up 
next to you or lay down next to you 
with a big sigh. She won’t leave your 
side.

9. Be loyal. Refer to “love” and 
“protect what is yours” above.She is 
loyal to her “pack,” and we know in 
spite of her aloofness that we are her 
pack and she is our furry child.

This is a treat for Buttons and her 
canine friends.

Basic Dog Biscuits
1½ cups whole wheat flour

1 tsp. beef or chicken bouillon 
granules or stock

1 tsp. salt (or less) ½ c. hot water
1 egg

Optional Add ins - broth, eggs, oats, 
liver powder, wheat germ, shredded 

cheese 
Dissolve bouillon in hot water. Add 

remaining ingredients. Knead dough 
until it forms a ball (approximately 
3 minutes). Roll dough until ½ inch 
thick. Cut into slices or bone shapes 
(you can purchase a bone shaped 
cookie cutter to make shapes with). 
Place dough pieces on lightly greased 
cookie sheet.  Bake at 350° for about 
30 minutes. Doggies enjoy!

What I could learn

Nursing Care • Meals • Housekeeping • Activities • Transportation

ALL-INCLUSIVE MONTHLY RENT • NO BUY-INS 

803 Penn Street, Reading, PA 19601 
www.manoratms.com • 610-373-0800

Veteran’s Breakfast
Join us for breakfast in our Atrium as Robert Burns  

relates his war experiences. The Reading Berks Encore choir  
will also perform patriotic favorites.

Tuesday, Nov 11 • 9-11 am
Free event, open to seniors

Please RSVP by Nov 8 to Nicole at 610-790-1707 
FREE parking at the Encore parking lot at 9th & Court Streets

Pediatric and Adult Patients 
Treating Ear, Nose, Throat Problems  

Thyroid Nodules, Neck Masses & Sinusitis
Physicians: 

James P. Restrepo, M.D., F.A.C.S. 
Charles K. Lutz, M.D., F.A.C.S. 

Jeffrey S. Driben, M.D., F.A.C.S.
Nurse Practitioner: 

Rosemarie Montgomery
MS, CRNP, FNP-C

Audiologists: 
 

Kathleen D. Vivaldi, AuD, FAAA 
Melanie A. Appler, AuD, FAAA

Matthew R. Bonsall, AuD

Hearing and Balance Disorders  
State of the Art Hearing Aid Fittings  

In House Hearing Aid Repairs

985 Berkshire Blvd., Wyomissing  
610-374-5599 • www.ent-hns.net

    BERKS CARDIOLOGISTS, LTD. 
        and Diagnostics Imaging Center 

                       2605 KEISER BLVD. 
WYOMISSING, PA  19610 
FOR AN APPOINTMENT, CALL 

(610) 685-8500 

Gary M. Lattin, MD   Hani H. Salha, MD 
Charles R. Minehart, MD  Rajendra H. Solanki, DO 
Meir Mazuz, MD   Ronald J. Polinsky, Jr., MD 
Guy N. Piegari, Jr., MD  Michael B. Russo, MD 
Frank Politzer, MD   Christopher B. Rogers, DO 
Louis Borgatta, MD   Troy W. Trayer, DO 
Mayank R. Modi, MD   Nicholas A. Rossi, DO 
Andrew R. Waxler, MD  
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By Sari Incledon, M.Ed.
A recent meeting 

with retired teacher 
Stef Brok (daughter 
of Doris and Bob 
Brok) introduced me 
to a Berks County 
program that is new 
to me and probably 
new to many in our 
community. Stef is a 
facilitator with Herd 
by a Horse, which offers a variety of 
services to many populations.

The following information about the 
benefits of equine therapy is taken from 
the Herd by a Horse website.

Equine therapy is experiential in 
nature. This means the participant will 
learn about themselves and others by 
participating in activities with the horses, 
and then processing (or discussing) 
feelings, behaviors, and patterns.

Equine therapy involves setting up 

ground activities involving the horses 
(no riding will take place), which will 
require the participant or group to apply 
certain skills.  Non-verbal communication, 
assertiveness, creative thinking, problem 
solving and leadership are among the 
many skill sets that equine therapy will 
focus on.  Many times participants feel as 
though they should be comfortable around 
horses to participate in equine therapy.  
Even those who are uncomfortable 
around horses can have a meaningful 
experience.

Those who are familiar with horses 
recognize and understand the power of 
horses to influence people in incredibly 
powerful ways. Developing relationships, 
training, horsemanship instruction and 
caring for horses naturally affects the 
people involved in a positive manner.

Naturally intimidating to many, horses 
are large and powerful. This creates a 
natural opportunity for some to overcome 
fear and develop confidence. Working 

alongside a horse, in spite of those 
fears, creates confidence and provides 
wonderful insight when dealing with other 
intimidating and challenging situations 
in life.

For parents, sometimes setting 
boundaries and limits and then trying to 
decide what the best type of consequence 
is appropriate leaves many feeling 
inadequate. Sometimes having someone 
from the outside offer suggestions in a 
non-threatening non-blaming manner 
is what it takes to be “Herd”.  This is 
where Herd by a Horse, utilizing horses 
in the therapy sessions provides a new 
perspective that both parents and children 
usually have not seen before.

All of the exercises are presented in a 
manner that seem fun, but always have 
significant meaning behind them.  Utilizing 
horses to support therapeutic process for 
individuals and groups promote insight in 
a new and exciting manner.

According to Psychology Today’s 

Therapy Directory Herd by a Horse 
sessions are designed for individual, 
group and family participation.  Sessions 
are 75 minutes long, and horses are used 
during all the sessions.  Also time is spent 
on discussions, goal setting, personal 
reflection and homework. The program 
deals with a wide array of including dual 
diagnosis, substance abuse, relationship 
issues, and anxiety, depression and 
relationship issues.  For more information 
call David Rosenker at 484-494-2908.

Jewish Family Service
Gives Thanks

Jewish Family Service thanks all those 
who helped with our Rosh Hashanah 
programs at Berks Heim, Manor at Market 
Square, and The Heritage.  Thank you 
to everyone who has donated winter 
clothing for our People First Collection 
and shopping bags and food to our food 
pantry.  Thanks to all who help at our 
monthly food pantry. Your efforts are 
greatly appreciated.

Herd by a Horse: Equine therapy
for children, adolescents and adults

Jewish Family Service
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By Sari Incledon, M. Ed.
Thank you to Dave 

Walker for participating 
in our car donation 
program.  The proceeds 
from his auctioned car 
will help support our 
programs.  If you would 
like to learn more about 
this easy way to help 

JFS (and get a tax donation at the same 
time) call me at 610-921-0624 or go to 
www.charitableautoresources.com.

Each month our food bank serves more 
and more people.  (In March we served 
182 people in 62 households).  We could 
not provide this important service without 
dedicated volunteers.  Thank you to long-
time volunteers Karen Sherman and Norman 
Wilikofsky and to our new volunteers Jan 

Simon and VeeVee Scott.  We could not run 
the food bank without them.

On April 2 JFS sponsored a Seder at 
the Manor at Market Square. The Manor’s 
residents were joined by residents of 
Providence House and Friendship Circle 
seniors. Boscov’s provided a delicious meal, 
enjoyed by all.  A big thank you to baker 
extraordinaire Sheila Bornstein for furnishing 
participants with a vast array of gourmet 

Pesadich desserts. Thanks to Jeff Bornstein 
and Corinne Wernick for their assistance in 
serving the meal.  Generous contributions 
made in memory of Natalie Adelglass by 
family and friends underwrote the Seder.

Finally, thanks to the bakers of the 
Kesher Zion religious school and Temple 
Oheb Sholom’s sisterhood for providing us 
with hamentashen that were distributed to 
seniors in long term care residences.

Jewish Family Service

Living with Loss
Mondays, May 10 and 24, 3:00- 4:30 p.m.

For more information call Sari at 610-921-0624

Car donation helps sustain JFS programs
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Did you know the Hampton Inn Wyomissing is newly 
renovated? It’s true, when your family comes to town, 
why crowd your home? We have a heated indoor pool, 

complimentary hot breakfast, and a good night’s sleep on our 
famous Cloud 9 bed. Did you also know that we wash our 
comforters and pillows with every stay? Wouldn’t you want 

your loved ones here with us instead of worrying where you’ll 
find room? With the Hampton’s 100% guarantee

you can’t go wrong.
Hampton Inn Wyomissing

1800 Papermill Road, Wyomissing, PA 19560
610-374-8100

Meals • Housekeeping • Activities • Transportation 
 All-Inclusive Monthly Rent • No Buy-ins

803 Penn Street • Reading, PA 19601 
 www.manoratmarketsquare.com • 610-373-0800

Some patients require additional  
care after their hospital discharge. 

Planning ahead will make  
things easier for you after you leave. 
Learn about the services available 

for you or a loved one!

Please RSVP by calling 610-373-0800.

INDEPENDENT AND ASSISTED LIVING

What happens after  
a hospital stay?

Thursday, May 20 • 11:30 am
at Manor at Market Square

Join us for this informative seminar presented by

FREE parking in  
the Berks Encore  

parking lot  
located at 9th  

and Court Street.

Jewish Family Service Food Pantry Collection

We are serving more families 
each month! Please bring 

donations of canned tuna, soup, 
fruits and vegetables to 
Kesher Zion or the JCC.

Thank you!
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By Sari Incledon, M. Ed.
We invite the entire 

community to attend a 
program Jewish Family 
Service is sponsoring: 
“What Every Family 
Needs to Know about 
A lcoho l  and Drug 
Abuse & Addiction: An 
Interactive Dialogue 
with David Rotenberg.”  
This program will be held Wednesday, 
April 28 at 7 p.m. at the JCC.

David is the executive director of 
Adolescent Youth Services at Caron 
Foundation, however his presentation 

will not be limited to issues dealing with 
adolescents.  Drug and alcohol abuse is 
a problem for all age groups, and we all 
need to know more about it.

In a recent article, “Overcoming 
Denial” (Na’amat Woman Winter 2009/10) 
Barbara Trainin Blank wrote: “Alcohol and 
chemical dependency don’t discriminate, 
affecting Jews and non-Jews alike, and 
women as much as men. Addiction 
and alcoholism can be found in every 
socioeconomic and religious segment of 
the Jewish community”.

An ar t ic le  on the JACS Web 
site (Jewish Alcoholics, Chemically 
Dependent Persons and Significant 

Others) provided the following statistics.  
According to Dr. Jay Holder, Medical 
Director and founder of the Exodus 
Treatment Center in Miami, chemical 
dependency is the number one secret 
in the Jewish community. Reportedly, 
up to 50 percent of patient populations 
in some residential treatment centers 
are Jews – as are 20 percent of those 
calling national drug hot lines (yet Jews 
comprise less than 3 percent of the U.S. 
population).  Chemical dependency is the 
third leading killer in the U.S.  It is also an 
unreported and/or unknown contributor 
to deaths caused by car accidents, heart 
attacks, suicides and strokes.

For  every  person who has a 
substance abuse problem, several 
others are affected.  Those affected 
may be spouses, parents, children, 
siblings, grandparents – all are hurt 
in different ways. What can we as a 
communal organization do to address 
the problem? Awareness is an important 
first step and we invite everyone in the 
community to share questions and 
concerns at our above mentioned 
program on April 28.

Our  program is  f ree ,  though 
reservations are requested. For more 
information, call Sari at 610-921-
0624.

Jewish Family Service

Enjoy Tax Benefits While Contributing to

Jewish Family Service Vehicle Donation Program

Call Sari at

610-921-0624 

or email
                               jfrsarii@comcast.net

Living with Loss
formerly Bereavement Group

Mondays, March � and 22, 3:00- 4:30 p.m.
For more information call Sari at 610-921-0624

Discussion of  addiction important to all
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BERKS ENCORE RECEIVES AWARDS

Congratulations to Berks Encore employees Carolyn Krebs 
and Martha Sitler for receiving one of the Social Security 

Administrations highest awards for their providing the public with 
information covering Social Security issues.  

Berks Encore enables older adults to achieve a better quality of 
life by providing a comprehensive program of services, referrals, 
education and advocacy.  For more information call Berks Encore 

at 610-374-3195 or visit them at www.Berksencorepa.org

BERKS ENCORE PROVIDES FREE TAX PREPARATION 
FROM TRAINED VOLUNTEERS

Was your household income less than $50,000 in 2009?  
Household income may be higher in some cases,

but call 610-374-3195 for more details.
Call today to schedule an appointment from now until April 15.

Berks Encore, 40 N. Ninth St., 610-374-3195

Jewish Family Service thanks
Dr. Jeffrey Blank D.D.S.

for providing professional services to our client.

Volunteer Opportunities Available – 
Jewish Family Service seeks volunteers to help our seniors

with grocery shopping and other errands.
If you have some time, call Sari or Carole at 610-921-0624.

Call Sari at 610-921-0624, 
e-mail sari@jfreading.org 

or go to
www.charitableautoresources.com

The Benefit Bank
A Jewish Family Service Program

 
Find out your eligibility and apply for benefits online 

with a counselor in a confidential setting.

  Food Stamps  Medical Benefits
 Cash Assistance  LIHEAP and more

To find out if TBB can help you,
call Sari or Carole at 610-921-0624

Living with Loss
Mondays, Nov. 3 and 17
3 - 4:30 p.m. at the JCC

For more information, call Sari at 610-921-0624

Jewish Family Service
 offering help

in choosing health plan
Medicare — Open enrollment is Oct. 15- Dec. 7

 
ACA (also known as Obamacare) —

Open enrollment is Nov.  15-- Feb. 15,
 

Phyllis Dessel, who formerly worked at the 
Berks County Area Office of Aging, is willing 
 to share her expertise and assist people who 
need help choosing a health insurance plan.

To make an appointment with Phyllis please 
call JFS at 610-921-0624.

We also need plastic and paper grocery bags!

Did You Know
Jewish Family Service:

•offers discounted taxi transportation
to seniors and the disabled?
•has a monthly need-based food pantry?
•offers counseling and information
and referral services? 

 
www.barrerandwhite.com 

610‐376‐3956 
311 Penn Ave  West Reading 
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By Rabbi Barry Dov Lerner
Branch Director, Gratz JCHS

Gratz Jewish Community High 
School is a partner in the Greater 
Reading Jewish Youth Community, 
and we work in collaboration with 
a l l  o f  t h e  y o u t h  g r o u p s  i n  t h e 
community.

I f  there  i s  any  way  in  wh ich 
we can help involve our  s tudents 
wi th  these groups,  we welcome 
a ca l l .

And in turn, we hope that all of 
the community Jewish youth groups 
wi l l  encourage their  members to 
participate in Gratz JCHS. Come 
and see what we are about, and 
perhaps we can help respond to 
your questions. 

W e  a r e  e n c o u r a g i n g  o u r 
parents and students as wel l  as 
other teens in the community to 
take  advan tage  o f  Gra tz  JCHS 
educational programs:

1. Regular classes, 6-8:30 PM, 
Sundays ,  mee t i ng  a t  t he  JCC, 
grades 8-12. Current courses being 
offered include:

The American Jewish Experience, 
Author i ty  and Rebel l ion,   Media 
Messages,  Jewish L i te racy  and 
Comparative Religion offered also 
as a  Concurrent  Col lege Cred i t 
class.

2. College Credit course again 
available at our Reading Branch, 
which serves our students in many 
different ways.

The Gratz  Col lege Concurrent 
E n r o l l m e n t  P r o g r a m  a l l o w s 
juniors and seniors in high school 
t o  e n r o l l  i n  c o l l e g e  c o u r s e s 
f o r  c r e d i t  p r i o r  t o  h i g h  s c h o o l 
graduat ion.

This program is in partnership 
with Gratz JCHS.

C r e d i t s  e a r n e d  t h r o u g h 
C o n c u r r e n t  E n r o l l m e n t  c a n  b e 
t ransferred to  other  co l leges or 
universities.

T h e r e  a r e  m a n y  b e n e f i t s  o f 
Concurrent Enrollment:
n Students transition from high 

school to college easily.
n Students can get a taste of 

what college is like without being 
completely overwhelmed by a whole 
new environment.
n S t u d e n t s  e s t a b l i s h 

relationships with college professors 
i n  a  r e l a x e d  a n d  s u p p o r t i v e 
environment. 
n Teachers are f lexible with 

high school students’ schedules.
n S t u d e n t s  l e a r n  w h i l e  i n 

h igh school  how to manage the 
expectations of a college course.

n P r o v i d e s  h i g h  s c h o o l 
s tudents  an oppor tun i ty  to  take 
classes that interest them.
n C l a s s e s  o f f e r  a  c h a n c e 

for students who do not take AP 
or  IB  c lasses to  demonst ra te  a 
more rigorous course-load on their 
transcripts.
n Students accumulate credits 

prior to entering college so they will 
be able to graduate from college 
early or on time.
n Students in these courses 

have  p re -co l l ege  oppo r tun i t i es 
to become not only more familiar 
with college course expectations, 
especial ly review of their writ ing 
and speaking skills.  .

3 .  T h e r e  i s  o p p o r t u n i t y  f o r 
Transfer Credits to every student’s 
JCHS transcript. All JCHS students 
may request that their transcript 
b e  s e n t  i n  s u p p o r t  o f  c o l l e g e 
a p p l i c a t i o n s .  A n y  s t u d e n t  w h o 
completes a JCHS/Gratz College 
Concurrent Enrollment course may 
request a Gratz College transcript 
t o  b e  s e n t .  I n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t 
these procedures is available by 
contact ing the off ice of  s tudent 
records at jchs@gratz.edu.

4. JOLT your mind with our online 
learning program!

Gra tz  i s  a  p ioneer  i n  on l i ne 
Jewish education, and the Jewish 
Community High School of Gratz is 
proud to offer a variety of outstanding 
and challenging courses for teens in 
grades 8-12 through this innovative 
platform.

Students from anywhere in the 
world with an Internet connection 
are able to enroll.

Local JCHS students may take 
Jewish Online Learning for Teens 
courses in addition to their regular 
branch studies, in order to earn 
addi t ional  JCHS credi ts .  Please 
consult your branch director. These 
courses car ry  add i t iona l  tu i t ion 
fees.

S o m e  o f  t h e  c o u r s e s  b e i n g 
offered include:
nJudaism and Social Justice
nWhy the Jews: The History of 

Anti-Semitism
nIsrael Encounter
For more information about any 

aspect of Jewish Online Learning 
for Teens, please contact  Rabbi 
E r i n  H i r s h ,  D i r e c t o r  o f  J O LT, 
e h i r s h @ g r a t z . e d u  o r  2 1 5 - 6 3 5 -
7300 ext.183.

Gratz JCHS News
Take advantage of  many great opportunities to learn
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Israel21c.com
Why  d i d  t he  g i an t  Ch inese 

conglomerate Shenyang Yuanda 
Enterprise Group purchase the little 
Israeli agri-tech startup AutoAgronom  
for $20 million? Two words: food security.

This is one of the most pressing issues 
in the world as population spikes upward 
alongside a reduction in usable farmland 
and available water. Commercial farmers 
everywhere, including the world’s most 
populous country, are seeking ways 
to grow more food crops with fewer 
resources and waste.

AutoAgronom seeks to fill this need 
by taking Israeli drip-irrigation to the 
next level. Its Root Sense technology 
uses sensors to examine a variety of 

soil and weather conditions around 
the roots. After analyzing that data via 
advanced algorithms, the system’s 
controller provides automatic irrigation 
and fertilization (“fertigation”) customized 
to each crop.

“By tailoring our solution, we have 
been able to show tremendous traction 
with over 70 types of crops, significantly 
increasing crop yields while reducing the 
use of water up to 50 percent and fertilizers 
by 70 percent,” says AutoAgronom’s vice 
president for international marketing 
Osher Perry.

He spoke with ISRAEL21c from 
Boston, where AutoAgronom recently 
wrapped up a four-month accelerator 
program at MassChallenge Israel for 

promising startups.
Perry is heading to California to 

start marketing the Israeli solution 
to drought-stricken farmers and to 
represent AutoAgronom at the CleanTech 
Global Forum competition. It placed first 
ahead of Paulee CleanTec, BreezoMeter, 
EVR Motors  and GreenIQ  at the Israeli 
CleanTech Open Global Ideas finals in 
September.

AutoAgronom launched in 2008 after 
a decade of research and development 

by CEO Nissim Danieli, a farmer with 
experience in controller systems, 
and CTO Shaya Redler, an expert in 
technologies based on “fuzzy logic,” 
which deals with approximate reasoning.

A single Root Sense system can 
cover 250 acres and consists of seven 
sensors, a controller and software. 
Irrigation is achieved through capillary 
movement of water through non-drain 
drip lines, using less water than in 
regular drip irrigation.
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Federation Honorial - Memorial Card Information

Please mail your payment with complete information to the Jewish 
Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading, PA 19612-4925 or bring to the Jewish 
Cultural Center, 1100 Berkshire Blvd, Suite 125, Wyomissing.  You may set up 
a “savings account” for the purpose of sending cards.  Please contact the 
Jewish Federation at 610-921-0624 for further information.

Contributions as of April 16
UJA-Federation Campaign
In honor of:

Sarah Simon’s engagement – Vic and Dena Hammel
Alma and Ed Lakin’s new home – Vic and Dena Hammel, Mildred & Ivan 

Gordon
Sam Goodman’s engagement – Alma and Ed Lakin
Alyse Corbin’s marriage – Carol and Bernie Gerber, Alma and Ed Lakin
Sue Viener’s Birthday – Yvonne & Rob Oppenheimer
Birth of Selma Cutler’s great-grandson Jacob - Debbie Goodman and John 

Moyer
Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Debbie Goodman and 

John Moyer

Get well:
Harold Leifer – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Evelyn Thompson Nursery School Fund
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Beth and Bob Caster

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Carol and Gordon Perlmutter’s new grandson – Sue and George Viener, 
Betsy and Al Katz

Bat Mitzvah of Fran Mendelsohn’s granddaughter – Rosalye Yashek

In memory of:
Shoshana Tannenbaum – Jill and Gladys Skaist

Michael Clymin (Ellen Abramson’s father) – Susan and Richard D’Angelo
Frank Mehringer – Edith Mendelsohn

Doris Levin Fund
In memory of:

Dr. Walter Gershenfeld – Stephanie and Dennis Arbige, Carole and Mike 
Robinson

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Carole and Mike Robinson

Holocaust Library and Resource Center
In memory of:

Shoshana Tannenbaum – Ken and Mary Holt, George and Sue Viener, Sue 
Schlanger, Gordon and Carol Perlmutter, Leah Kanter-Salis, Rosemary and John 
Deegan, Naum and Lyudmila Ger, Louis and Katherine Danzico, Florence and 
Marvin Segal, Vic and Dena Hammel, Emma Holder, Susan Gallagher, Mildred & 
Ivan Gordon, Carrie & Stephen Latman, Judy, Bob & Susan Pollack, Anna & Moisey 
Schneider, Norman & Rita Wilikofsky, Audrey Williams, Alan and Esther Strauss, 
Jay and Evelyn Lipschutz, Carol and Bernie Gerber, Barbara and Seth Rosenzweig, 
John Castrege and family, Michael Geraci, Maxine & Dick Henry, Piekara Family, 
Laura Higgins

Friendship Circle
Get well:
Harold Leifer – Glenn and Gaye Corbin

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:
 UJA-Federation Campaign   $10
 Jewish Family Service    $10
 Leo Camp Lecture Fund   $10
 JFS Food Bank    $25
 JFS Taxi Transportation Program  $20
 Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
 Doris Levin Fund    $10
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silence is not the reason why survivors 
are invited in. Instead, that factor is 
present because of the immense respect 
students have for these individuals and 

also that the students are genuinely 
interested in hearing their stories.  I know 
my students were genuinely interested in 
hearing Hilde’s story and many still talk 
about it now, several weeks later.  

On a wider  note,  there have 
been many recent developments in 
Holocaust education in Berks County 
and the surrounding areas. Within 
the past month I have met with two 
individuals who are in the process 
of developing a Holocaust course to 
be offered at their local high school. 
One gentleman was from Lancaster 
County. The other, Gerry Evans, is a 
teacher at Hamburg High School. I 
have been in contact with two other 
local teachers, Pete Ruckelshaus at 
Twin Valley and Jim Konecke at Wilson 
High School. Pete has resurrected a 
course on Holocaust Literature at Twin 
Valley, and its first offering is during 
the current fourth quarter.  He is very 
excited about offering this course to 
his students and has even lined up 
several guest speakers including Rabbi 
Brian Michelson, Kim Yashek and Hilde 
Gernsheimer.

Jim Konecke is teaching at Wilson 
Central Junior High but will be moving up 
to Wilson High School at the beginning 
of next school year. He will be offering a 
course on Nazi Germany. His students 
will be studying this period of German 
history in depth, including a study of the 
rise of anti-Semitism, the initial period of 
the Holocaust and the Final Solution.  The 
latter part of the course will look at post-war 

justice and Holocaust remembrance today. 
I am heartened to hear that three additional 
schools in Berks County will be offering 
these courses for their students.

Though the fourth quarter of the 
school year has begun, there are still 
many additional opportunities that 
remain. I just spoke to an undergraduate 
ethics class at Penn State Berks 
regarding the ethical/moral implications 
of the Holocaust. I found the students 
to be receptive and inquisitive and 
have been asked to deliver a similar 
program in the classes that the same 
professor also teaches at Reading Area 
Community College.

As mentioned above, Kim Yashek, 
daughter of the late local Holocaust 
survivor Richard Yashek, is speaking at 
Twin Valley, Hamburg and Fleetwood.

Right now Albright College is hosting  
an exhibit titled, “Stories Among Us: 
Washington State Connections to the 
Holocaust, Lessons in Genocide.”  The 
exhibit includes the stories of five Holocaust 
survivors and one liberator and has 
received good reviews.  It is definitely 
worth a visit!  It will be at Albright’s Gingrich 
Library through May 10.

***
Jennifer Goss teaches social studies 

in the Fleetwood School District and 
specializes in Holocaust education.

Holocaust education spreading in Berks County

READING
2801 Papermill Road

Wyomissing, Pennsylvania

Plan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & WPlan for your Bar/Bat Mitzvah & Wedding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!edding Guests!

(610) 736-2082 ✦ www.reading.homewoodsuites.com

Call Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site TourCall Alice for a Site Tour

GROUP RATES AVAILABLE

Contributions as of Oct. 15
Holocaust Library & Resource Center
In honor of:

Misa’s Fugue receiving Emmy nominations for best Documentary and Screen 
Writing – Hilde Gernsheimer

In memory of:
Helen Levine – Hilde Gernsheimer

Jewish Family Service
In honor of:

Birth of Al and Betsy Katz’s granddaughter Amalia Aliza Katz – Andy and Corinne 
Wernick

In memory of:
Martin Schneider – Sid and Esther Bratt
Marilyn Frank – Ruth Isenberg

Federation Jewish Community Campaign
In honor of:

Gary Lattin’s retirement – Rick and Debbie Zelnick

Engagement of Ellice and Rich Gunter’s daughter Brooke to Zach Pistilli – Randy 
and Esta Neugroschel

Marriage of Anne and Alan Seltzer’s son Matthew to Jamie Klimberg – Randy 
and Esta Neugroschel

Get well/speedy recovery:
Carol Gerber – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer
Cheryl Farber – Sue and Mel Blum
Carol Cohn – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer
Haia Mazuz – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer
Harriet Zeigerman – Rob and Yvonne Oppenheimer

Friendship Circle Fund
In honor of:

Birth of Jayne Kleinman’s twin grandsons – Gaye and Glenn Corbin

In memory of:
Martin Schneider  - Kevin Horowitz

Honorials and Memorials
Contributions may be made to the following Funds:

Federation Jewish Community Campaign  $10
Jewish Family Service    $10
Leo Camp Lecture Fund    $10
JFS Food Bank     $25
JFS Taxi Transportation Program   $20
Holocaust Library & Resource Center  $18
Doris Levin Fund     $10

presents

BROADWAY
ON 6TH STREET

Subscribe to the
2014-15 Season Today!

May 18May 5

December 2 February 21

BroadwayOn6thStreeet.com
610-898-7201

Santander-Arena.com

Israeli firm’s initiative helping to ensure global food security

610-775-2300 • www.thehighlands.org 
2000 Cambridge Ave • Wyomissing, PA

Residential Living  |  Personal Care  |  Nursing Care

Becoming a Future Resident has never been easier or more 
fun. Just make a $1,500 deposit and you can start enjoying the 
many programs and amenities we offer! The deposit is fully 
refundable at any time, for any reason...it simply assures you a 
place until you’re ready!

When You Join the Future Residents Club at The Highlands.

Among the Rewards of Membership:

A member of Reading Health System

• Priority selection of residence

• Priority access to health services

• Two complimentary meals per 
person/per year

• Invitations to special events

• Use of Fitness Center and indoor pool

• Use of on-site catering and banquet 
rooms

Planning for Retirement Living Has More   

                   Advantages Than You Think...
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 WE BELIEVE IN  

We believe that no child should go to bed hungry. That every 
senior in our community has the right to live with dignity. And that 
all Jews should be able to live without fear of persecution—
anywhere in the world. That’s why the Jewish Federation’s annual 
fundraising campaign is so important. With your support, we can 
help people in need, rescue people in danger and keep our Jewish 
community vibrant and strong. Together we can do extraordinary 
things to make the world a better place.

EACH OTHER.

JewishFederations.org
         jfederations 

         @jfederations

I want to help Federation make wishes come true this year. Here’s my tax-deductible gift to support Jewish Federation of Reading’s
2013 Annual Campaign and make a world of difference both near my own home and beyond: 

Name___________________________________________________            Address_______________________________________________________________

$___________amount enclosed  Checks payable to Jewish Federation of Reading
Credit Card:  ____Discover  ____Mastercard  ____Visa   Card #____________________________________________Exp. date_________ Security Code_______

Name on Card:________________________________________________           Signature_________________________________________________________ 

Please detach and return with payment to Jewish Federation, PO Box 14925, Reading PA 19612

I want to help Federation make wishes come true this year. Here’s my tax-deductible gift to support Jewish Federation of Reading’s 
2014 Annual Campaign and make a world of difference both near my own home and beyond


