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Can religion be defined? Join our 
award-winning scholars as they tell a 
new story:  traveling from prehistory to 
the present day illuminating how world 
religions came to be acknowledged and 
studied, with a focus on Judaism. How 
has this great civilization and religion 
been absorbed and altered, understood 
and  misunderstood?

Wednesday, January 7, 2015
World Religions:  Spotlight on Judaism

Join Dalia Rabin, the former Israeli 
Deputy Minister of Defense and 
current chairperson of the Yitzhak 
Rabin Center, and Ambassador 
Dennis Ross, who played a leading 
role in shaping US involvement in 
the Middle East peace process, for an 
enlightening discussion with Ethan 
Bronner on the future of Israel.

Monday, December 15, 2014
America and Israel:  The Way Forward

92Y programs at
Jewish Cultural Center

 7:00pm
All programs are Free

Wednesday, November 5, 2014
Mario Batali and Mark Bittman with Sam Sifton:  

Cooking Fast and Slow
Mark Bittman--beloved New York 
Times food writer and author of 
megaselling How to Cook Every-
thing—joins his friend, master chef 
Mario Batali, for a gastronaut’s tête-
à-tête. Mario celebrates slow food in 
his new book, America Farm to Table, 
which pays homage to American 
farmers with brilliant recipes created 

from their lovingly grown top-of-the-line produce. Bittman—revolutionized 
everyday cooking with his new magnum opus, How to Cook Everything Fast—
shares his genius for creating maximum flavor with ease in minimal time. Hear 
both sides!

Thurs. Nov. 13 -- 7:00pm at the JCC
The research of the culture and 

cultural production of the Jews of Italy

“Evocation of the 
Lost World of the Roman Ghetto:  

The Poetic Project of Crescenzo Del Monte”

Crescenzo Del Monte was born in the Ghetto of Rome in 1868, two years before 
it was dismantled and its inhabitants were granted full rights of citizenship in the 
newly united Kingdom of Italy. Over the course of his life, Del Monte witnessed 
the full integration of Jews into Italian society, which resulted in the rapid rise of 
Jewish Italians in the social, political, economic and intellectual life of the nation, 
but also led to a loss of cohesion in the ancient Jewish community. In particular, 
integration into the broader society led to the demise of the particular dialect of 
the Jews of Rome, which had developed over the centuries of their semi-isolation 
in the heart of the city.  Del Monte dedicated his life’s work to the documentation 
and presentation of this rich dialect, and sought, through poetry, to erect a 
memorial monument of words for a vanishing world. Prof. Leisawitz will share the 
history, sights and sounds of the old Roman Ghetto through an exploration of the 
poetry of Crescenzo Del Monte. 

Daniel Leisawitz is lecturer in Italian and director of the Italian Studies Program 
at Muhlenberg College. He received his Ph.D. in Italian Studies from Yale 
University in 2010, and holds a Masters degree in Italian Studies from the 
University of Pennsylvania. His main areas of research are Italian cinema and 
Renaissance literature. He has published several scholarly articles and has 
recently completed a translation of a forthcoming book on cinema in the 21st-
century, which is due out early next year from Columbia University Press. 

RSVP by November 10, to Jayne Kleinman email JayneK@JFReading.org

The Grandparents Circle Salon is a FREE book club-style gathering for grandparents 
from interfaith families to explore ways to nurture the Jewish identities of their 
grandchildren while respecting the decisions of their adult children. 

Are you a grandparent looking to nurture the 
Jewish identities of your interfaith grandchildren?

JOIN US!
Sunday, November 16, 2014

10:30am at the Jewish Cultural Center
Facilitator:  Andi Franklin

A program of

BigTentJudaism.org

Sponsored by

GrandparentsCircle.org

ReadingJewishCommunity.org

You will receive a FREE copy of Twenty Things for Grandparents of Interfaith 
Grandchildren to Do (And Not Do) to Nurture Jewish Identity in Their Children by Rabbi 
Kerry Olitzky and Paul Golin.

Lunch and Learn
December 12 -- 11:00am at the JCC

“Homeland for the Jewish Soul: The Jewish Deli" 

During the interwar era in New York, as the children of Jewish 
immigrants began to move into the mainstream of American 
society, the Jewish deli became a popular gathering place in the 
burgeoning outer-borough Jewish neighborhoods, as well in the 
entertainment district in Times Square. The Jewish deli became 
a gathering place on par with the synagogue, one in which over-
stuffed pastrami or corned beef sandwiches symbolized nothing 
less than the achievement of the American Dream.

Over time, as delis sprouted up around the country, the deli also became an 
iconic part of American popular entertainment. From Yiddish vaudeville star 
Aaron Lebedeff's 1920s signature song, "Rumania, Rumania" to the John Be-
lushi's 1976 SNL skit, "Samurai Deli," to Rob Reiner’s 1989 film, "When Harry 
Met Sally," the Jewish deli and its fare became emblematic of Jewish culture for 
Jews and non-Jews alike.

Ted Merwin, Ph.D. is a professor, writer, journalist and noted public speaker. He 
is a dynamic, charismatic, entertaining lecturer on Jewish food, clothing and 
popular culture. He has given more than a hundred public lectures on Jewish 
culture in the last several years. He is the author of In Their Own Image: New 
York Jews in Jazz Age Popular Culture, as well as of a forthcoming book on 
Jewish food, Pastrami on Rye: An Overstuffed History of the Jewish Delicatessen.

“People fall into two distinct categories…people who like delicatessen and people 
who don’t like delicatessen. A man who is not touched by the earthy lyricism of 
hot pastrami, the pungent fantasy of corned-beef, pickles, frankfurters, the great 
lusty impertinence of good mustard—is a man of stone and without heart.”
                                                                     –Herb Gardner, A Thousand Clowns

FREE events made possible by a grant from the
Rubin Family Educational Fund

to the Jewish Federation of Reading

TED MERWIN

Stay for a free deli lunch to follow presentation
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LAKIN PRESCHOOL

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE
   1:00 pm --  Luncheon catered by Boscov’s Ala Carte*
   1:45 pm --  Program/Speaker. Varied programs are
              informative, educational and fun.

1st Thursday each month:  Blood pressure screening at 1:00 pm
*Optional luncheon ($6). RSVP to Carole at the JCC by Monday.

FRIENDSHIP CIRCLE NOVEMBER PROGRAMS
 6 –   Mara and Randy Winn will share their adventures in Australia          
         and New Zealand. Lunch sponsored by Country Meadows.
13 –  Thursday Film Festival:  “The Klezmatics On Holy Ground” 
         Have your taxi pick you up at 4:00.
20 –  Friendship Circle Thanksgiving meal and Thanksgiving fun!
27 –  No Friendship Circle. Happy Thanksgiving!

JCC Youth Event 
Sunday, November 16 -- 12:30 to 2:00 pm
Body Zone Sports & Wellness Complex

Pizza Lunch followed by GAGA BALL!!
1st to 7th Grades ... $10 per child

Gaga Ball at Body Zone was recently featured in Berks County Living. Gaga Ball is a fast-
paced descendant of dodgeball and played in a large, inflatable hexagon. The ball is foam and 
soft. Sometimes more than one ball is in play at a time. Body Zone’s “pit” can accommodate 
20+ kids.

GAGA 
BALL 

Gaga Ball is a lot of fun and excellent exercise. Like dodgeball, players attempt to knock each 
other out of the game and conversely are always on the move trying to avoid being hit. Last 
player/team standing wins. 

Every child in the Jewish community is encouraged to participate in all youth events. Need-based 
scholarship funding is available. Call Sari Incledon at Jewish Family Service if your child would benefit 

from confidential assistance ... 610-921-0624

Lakin Preschool is participating in the Giant A+ School Rewards Program. Through March 
31, 2015, our school can earn CASH through this exciting program. 
You can help!  
Follow this link: http://www.giantfoodstores.com/aplus/SchoolDesignationLogin.html to 
register your BonusCard online. You will need our school ID # 05824.  It takes just a 
minute. Then, each time you shop at Giant using your BONUSCARD, you will earn CASH 
for our school!  Our school will receive a check at the end of the program. The money can 
be used for any of our school’s educational needs! If you are not able to register online, 
we will also have sign-up sheets in each classroom. 
Taking just a minute of your time to register your card can make a huge difference to our 
school. We need your support! As soon as you register, you begin earning points. Also, 
please encourage your family and friends to do the same.  We are hoping for excellent 
participation!

Join us for an entertaining observance of 
Thanksgiving. Our preschool 

will fill your hearts with joy and 
thanksgiving as they celebrate this 

special holiday. Parents and children are
 invited to stay after the show to 

participate in activities at the 
Fall Festival. 

This will be held in Reform 
Congregation Oheb Sholom’s 

sanctuary and social hall.

THANKSGIVING PROGRAM
Wednesday, November 26

9:30 am

 A special thank you to the 
Sileski Family 
for establishing the 

Meilek Family Fund/Scholarship 
which benefits the 
Lakin Preschool. 

Their continued contribution to the Meilek Fund is  a 
wonderful way to support our preschool. 

PJ Library and Kesher Zion Synagogue invite you to a

Sunday, November 16  
3:30 to 4:30 PM

Kesher Zion Synagogue
1245 Perkiomen Avenue

610-374-1763
Come in your Pajamas and 

bring a stuffed animal!

RSVP and questions to kzsecretary@entermail.net  
*We recommend bringing a stuffed animal your child won’t miss for one night. 

Morning stuffed animal pick up will also be available at the JCC.

Pajama Party and Sleep Over!

When you go home your stuffed animal* will stay at the synagogue for a special stuffed 
animal sleep over. You can pick up your stuffed animal in the morning and see pictures of 
how much fun they had at night.

Join us for Bridge at the JCC Duplicate Bridge Club Wednesdays at 12:30pm. All 
players are welcome. If you need a partner call Sue Wesner 610-972-5327 or 

Greg Kiddy 484-332-6871. Sanctioned by the American Contract Bridge League
$3 JCC members           $6 Nonmembers

Mah Jongg is played at the JCC every Monday at noon. Everyone is welcome 
to join the games.  Contact Jayne Kleinman, jaynek@JFReading.org

Game Night at the JCC! 
Interested in playing Mah Jongg, Canasta or another game?

Please let me know if Monday nights or Thursday nights
work for you? 

Jayne Kleinman -- jaynek@JFReading.org or call 610.921.0624

The Klezmatics’  holy ground is where a Quaker bassist and reform Jewish trumpeter, 
Yiddish language, Hasidic dance, gospel music and Woody Guthrie meet. This 
documentary is a 4-year journey alongside band members, their music and their 
creative process.                                                                                    106 minutes

Thursday Film Festival 
November 13

“The Klezmatics On Holy Ground”

Please note that participation in this program is in addition to and NOT instead of any 
personal incentives through Giant (i.e. gas points). You will still get your own rebates!!!

Marilyn J. Fox: 
New Paintings
November 3 to December 29

Reception:  Thurs., Nov. 6;  5 to 7pm

Art Exhibit 
at the 

Jewish Cultural Center


