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First Lady Touts Service
Visits Gordon JCC to speak about Tennessee Serves 
volunteerism initiative

With years of experience as a volunteer for a wide range of causes, Tennessee First 
Lady Maria Lee is a passionate advocate for volunteerism in the Volunteer State.

On Aug. 1, she brought that enthusiasm to the Gordon Jewish Community Cen-
ter as she promoted her new initiative, Tennessee Serves, at the Thank Goodness It’s 
Thursday luncheon.

Lee said the initiative is a “three-part plan to serve, highlight and mobilize Tennes-
seans to help each other and their communities.”

She hopes the project becomes “the embodiment of loving thy neighbor as thy-
self.”

The Office of the First Lady uses their website, www.tn.gov/firstlady, as a resource 
for service ideas and volunteer work.

Every month, there is a service challenge. The one for August was working with 
seniors, with many suggestions on how to do that. Those who volunteer are urged to 
spread the word on social media by using a #TennesseeServes hashtag.

During the summer, there was a Tennessee Kids Serve challenge, where partic-
ipants could log service hours, with top participants invited to a celebration at the 
Tennessee Residence.

The website has descriptions of numerous agencies that can use volunteers, with 
links to many more.

While the initiative is statewide, much of the effort focuses on 15 rural distressed 
counties

“I can think of no better way to spend my time as first lady,” she said.
The Nashville Jewish community recently undertook its own project to expand 

volunteer opportunities, with the Nashville and Middle Tennessee Jewish Communi-
ty Volunteer Portal, a website that lists a wide range of volunteer opportunities in the 
Jewish and general communities.

Some projects are for a day, while others are long-term commitments. The site can 
be accessed at www.jewishnashville.galaxydigital.com.

First Lady Maria Lee speaks to the TGIT group at the Gordon JCC

For full coverage of Team Nashville at the JCC Maccabi Games in Atlanta, see page 21

Representing the 615

Save the Date
President’s Award Celebration  

of the Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation  
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee

Honoring Charlotte Seloff and Gilbert S. Fox (posthumously)

Sunday, November 17, 2019
5:30 pm – 7:30 pm

Gordon JCC Pargh Auditorium

Hors d’oeuvres and dessert will be served

More information to follow

For questions, contact Barbara Schwarcz at 615-354-1630 or 
barbara@jewishnashville.org
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The Jewish Community in Nashville is 
in the third year of the LIFE & LEGACY 
program. The LIFE & LEGACY program, 
a partnership of the Harold Grinspoon 
Foundation and the Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee, promotes after-lifetime 
giving to benefit the entire Jewish com-
munity, including synagogues, local and 
overseas Jewish agencies, schools and oth-
er Jewish organizations. There are a total 
of 13 Jewish organizations participating in 
the LIFE & LEGACY program.

Over 660 Letters of Intent from com-
munity members have been signed over 
the last two years. Anyone in the commu-
nity, committed to securing the future of 
the Jewish community in Nashville, can 
participate in the LIFE & LEGACY pro-
gram. The LIFE & LEGACY program has 
brought our community together collabo-
ratively through the investment and incen-
tives offered by the Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation. The Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee established a Profes-
sional Advisory Council to help support 
the members of our community as they 
determine how they wish to make their 
legacy gift. 

The Professional Advisory Council 
seminars are a service offered to the Nash-
ville Jewish community, providing educa-

What will be your legacy?

tion on financial and estate planning. The 
PAC, consisting of estate planning attor-
neys, accountants, financial planners, life 
insurance brokers and wealth managers is 
offering its seminars for a second year in 
the fall and spring. The seminars offer an 
opportunity to learn more about the LIFE 
& LEGACY program, as well offer more 
information about Letters of Intent. All 
Seminars are open to the community. 

Come join other members of the com-
munity, the Jewish Federation and Jewish 
Foundation, the other 12 participating or-
ganizations and the members of the PAC 
at the Gordon Jewish Community Center 
boardroom and learn how you can leave 
your legacy to the Nashville Jewish com-
munity.

For questions about the Professional 
Advisory Council or to RSVP for upcom-
ing seminar dates, please contact Shannon 
Small at (615) 354-1651 or shannon@jew-
ishnashville.org. For more information 
about the LIFE & LEGACY program, 
please contact Naomi Limor Sedek at (615) 
354-1642 or naomi@jewishnashville.org.

Seminar 1: Wills, Power of 
Attorney, Trusts

Tuesday, Sept. 17
12 to 1:30 p.m. and 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Seminar 2: Financial Planning
Tuesday, Nov. 19
12 to 1:30 p.m. and 7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Seminar 3: Estate Planning and 
Philanthropy: What’s the 
Connection?

Wednesday, Jan. 8, 2020
7 to 8:30 p.m. 

Seminar 4: Legacy Options: Life 
Insurance, IRAs, Bequests and 
Trusts

Monday, March 30, 2020
7 to 8:30 p.m. 
All seminars will take place in the Gordon 
JCC Board Room

L’Shanah Tovah

The presentation by Deborah Lipstadt, 
“Antisemitism: Here and Now” originally 
scheduled for this month has been post-
poned, and rescheduled for March 31 at 7 
p.m. at the Vanderbilt Student Life Cen-
ter.

The Jewish Federation and Jewish 
Foundation of Nashville and Middle Ten-
nessee, in partnership with the Vanderbilt 
Holocaust Lecture Series and Vanderbilt 
Hillel, are hosting the event.

Lipstadt is the Dorot Professor of Mod-
ern Jewish History and Holocaust Studies 
at Emory University.

The award-winning author of “The 
Eichmann Trial” and “Denial: Holocaust 
History on Trial,” Lipstadt gives a pene-

Deborah Lipstadt 
presentation rescheduled
Will speak at Vanderbilt in March

trating and provocative analysis of the hate 
that will not die, focusing on its current, 
virulent incarnations on both the politi-
cal right and left: from white supremacist 
demonstrators in Charlottesville, Va., to 
mainstream enablers of antisemitism, to a 
gay pride march in Chicago that expelled 
a group of women for carrying a Star of 
David banner.

In a series of letters to an imagined col-
lege student and imagined colleague, both 
of whom are perplexed by this resurgence, 
Lipstadt gives her own superbly reasoned, 
brilliantly argued, and certain to be contro-
versial responses to troubling questions of 
why there has been this resurgence of the 
oldest hatred.

Hadassah Nashville will celebrate the 
New Year with apple cider (hard and soft) 
at Diskin Cider. There will be a presenta-
tion on how cider is made, and there will 
be time to enjoy samples while learning 
about the 360 Campaign to raise funds to 
renovate the original hospital at Ein Ker-

New Year Apple… Cider for Hadassah
em. A donation to this worthy cause is in-
cluded in the cost of the ticket.

The tour will be on Sept. 8 at 3:30 p.m. 
Cost is $18 per person, and reservations 
can be made at Nashville@hadassah.org. 
For more information, contact Natalie 
Hochman, (772) 284-3112.
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The Pargh Team are a team of real estate licensees affiliated with Compass RE, a licensed real estate broker 
and abides by equal housing opportunity laws.  To reach the Compass RE office, call 615-475-5616.

The Pargh Team Wishes You a Happy, 
Healthy, and Sweet Rosh Hashanah 

“I highly (and often) recommend Lana & Franklin Pargh to anyone looking to buy a home in 
the Nashville area. Lana and Franklin each brought unique skills and a deep knowledge of 
Nashville’s neighborhoods and the latest trends, not to mention Lana’s keen eye for home 
structure and design. We’ve been happy in our home for over a year and are forever grateful 
to the Parghs for helping us find our perfect home and making a great investment.”

compass.com

- Daniel and Amy

Franklin Pargh

franklin.pargh@compass.com

615.351.7333

Lana Pargh

lana.pargh@compass.com

615.504.2685

@parghteam

@theparghteam

• Featured on the 2019 REAL Trends “America’s Best Real    

  Estate Professionals” list (as seen in The Wall Street Journal)

• 2018 stats: Sold over 80 homes and $34 million in volume
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Editorial Submissions 
Policy and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-mis-
sion of information, news items, feature stories 
and photos about events relevant to the Jewish 
community of Greater Nashville. We prefer 
e-mailed submissions, which should be sent as 
Word documents to editor@jewishnash-ville.
org. Photos must be high resolution (at least 
300 dpi) and should be attached as jpegs to the 
e-mail with the related news item or story. For 
material that can-not be e-mailed, submissions 
should be sent to The Jewish Observer, 801 Per-
cy Warner Blvd., Suite 102, Nashville TN 37205. 
Photos and copy sent by regular mail will not 
be returned unless prior arrangement is made. 
Publication is at the discretion of The Observer, 
which reserves the right to edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must 
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to the 
intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact Carrie 
Mills, advertising manager, at 615-354-1699, or 
by email at carrie@nashvillejcc.org.
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guarantee the Kashruth of their products.

The Jewish Observer 
Founded in 1934 by
JACQUES BACK

The Temple is hosting Leonard Sax 
for a discussion of what parents need to 
know about social media and online video 
games.

“Instagram Is Eating My Daughter, 
and My Son Won’t Stop Playing Fortnite: 
What parents need to know about the 
emerging worlds of social media and on-
line video games” will be on Sept. 15 from 
10:30 a.m. to 12:15 p.m.

Recent research demon-
strates that the more time a 
girl spends on social media 
such as Instagram, the more 
likely that girl is subsequent-
ly to become anxious or de-
pressed. How come? And 
why is that effect so strong 
for most girls, but much 
weaker for most boys? What 
do parents need to know 
about how girls and boys are 
using Instagram, Facebook, 
Twitter, YouTube, and other social media?

Boys appear to be more vulnerable 
than girls to the addictive potential of on-
line video games. The lived experience of 
boys is changing rapidly. For many boys, 
winning at Fortnite is now more import-
ant — and will do more to raise that boy’s 
status in the eyes of his peers — than get-
ting an A instead of a B in English.

What do parents need to know? And 
more importantly, what do parents need to 
do? This presentation answers the follow-
ing questions, among others:

At what age is it OK for a child to have 
a smartphone?

How much should parents know about 
what their daughter (or son) is doing on 
Instagram, or SnapChat?

How much time spent playing video 

games is too much time, and how does 
one know?

Which video games are okay, and 
which are not okay, and how can one tell?

How do parents enforce any of these 
guidelines, when their sons or daughters 
can just go to a friend’s house and do what-
ever they want to do?

A native of Shaker Heights, Ohio, Sax 
graduated Phi Beta Kappa 
from MIT, then earned a 
doctorate in psychology and 
an MD at the University of 
Pennsylvania.

In March 1990, Dr. Sax 
launched a primary care 
medical practice in Mont-
gomery County, Md. From 
1990 through 2008, Sax 
provided primary care to 
children and adults. In 2001, 
Sax began visiting schools 
and meeting with parents’ 

groups. In 2005, Doubleday published his 
first book, “Why Gender Matters.” He is 
also the author of “Boys Adrift,” “Girls 
on the Edge” and “The Collapse of Par-
enting,” which became a New York Times 
bestseller.

He has spoken on issues of child and 
adolescent development not only in the 
United States but also around the world. 
Since 2001, he has visited and worked with 
more than 400 schools, universities, juve-
nile justice facilities, communities of faith, 
pre-Ks and nursery schools, corporations, 
community groups and parent groups. He 
has appeared on the TODAY Show, CNN, 
National Public Radio, PBS, Fox News, Fox 
Business, the Canadian Broadcasting Cor-
poration, the British Broadcasting Corpo-
ration, the Australian Broadcasting Corpo-
ration, New Zealand Television, and many 
other national and international media.

This program is free and open to the 
community. It is especially aimed for par-
ents of those in Kindergarten to 12th 
grade, because it is never too early to start 
thinking about these issues.

Children and Social 
Media: What to Know
The Temple hosting discussion for parents
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by DEBORAH OLESHANSKY
Jewish public opinion runs a wide 

gamut of perspectives and opinions, as it 
should. As the joke goes, two Jews, three 
opinions. There is some truth in this hu-
mor. We have a long tradition of debate, 
discussion and argument that provides the 
foundation of our Jewish tradition and law. 

More than 2,000 years ago the School 
of Hillel and the School of Shammai en-
gaged in protracted and heated debate of 
the course of years. And even though both 

have caused them to think that one who 
thought differently from them were not 
only wrong but evil.”

Unfortunately, we have not learned 
much in the past 2000 years. Our current 
political climate is so divisive and polarized 
that even within the Jewish community we 
often attack each other rather than trying 
to listen and learn from one another. This 
is the greatest danger of all. Nothing is to 
be gained by attacking each other.  

Can we change the trajectory? I cer-

OCommunity Relations Update

Stronger Than Hate
schools were committed to the goals, val-
ues and decision-making process of Jewish 
law, even with this common bond, the 
Shammai opposition eventually turned 
violent.

According to Rabbi Joseph Telushkin, 
“the unwillingness of the Shammaites to 
study and consider the Hillelites views 
might explain why they grew violent in 
their opposition to the school of Hillel. 
Associating only with likeminded people, 
reinforcing one another’s views, might 

tainly hope so, and in the coming year, 
our Community Relations Committee will 
provide opportunities to learn together 
and discuss issues of concern in civil and 
productive ways. By coming together to 
learn, I hope we can stand united against 
those who seek to divide us over any issue. 
Further I hope we can support each other, 
listen to each other and ultimately forgive 
each other for holding different opinions 
and perspectives on important issues.

Wishing you and your family a sweet and 
meaningful 5780.

Here are few of the upcoming oppor-
tunities to come together and learn:

Community Book Group, “Dying of 
Whiteness,” by Jonathan Metzl.

Sept. 18 and Oct. 29.
Co-Chairs Erin Coleman and Cara Suvall.

We have been invited to participate in 
this community effort sponsored by Van-
derbilt Divinity School to read and discuss 
this book, and then participate in a city-
wide conversation on Oct. 29, moderated 
by NPR journalist Meribah Knight. 

In preparation, our co-chairs, Erin 
Coleman and Cara Suvall, invite you to 
read the book and then join a dinner dis-
cussion on Sept. 18 at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center.

ADL Workshop for Parents: 
Addressing Antisemitism in Public 
School
Nov. 17, 9:30 a.m. 
Congregation Micah

This program is open to all interested 
parents and will focus primarily on iden-
tifying and effectively addressing issues of 
concern. There will be a corresponding 
program for students in spring 2020.

Deborah Lipstadt: “Antisemitism 
Here and Now”

March 31, 7 p.m.
Vanderbilt Student Life Center

This program is cosponsored by the 
Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, and 
the Vanderbilt Holocaust Lecture Series.

In her new book, historian and Holo-
caust scholar Deborah Lipstadt attempts 
to explain antisemitism. Lipstadt defines 
antisemitism as “not the hatred of peo-
ple who happen to be Jews. It is hatred of 
them because they are Jews.” 

HOLD THE DATE:
CRC Seder: Stronger than Hate
March 26, 2020, 6 p.m.
Gordon Jewish Community Center 
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• Complimentary Consultations

• Review of Existing Policies

• Efficient, Low Cost Options 
for New Insurance

• Life Insurance may be the 
most cost effective way to 
leave a Legacy Gift for any 
organization at any age!

Rodney Rosenblum
Chartered Life Underwriter

Give us a call at  
615-371-2467
or by email at  
Rodney@managedben.com

Member of the Professional Advisory Council

Charitable Gifts of Life Insurance

by SHAUL KELNER

Usually, the only students in my col-
lege classroom who have heard of the 
movement to free Soviet Jewry are those 
who have already taken classes with me. 
You might think that Jewish students 
whose parents came from the former So-
viet Union would know of it, but typical-
ly it comes just as much as a revelation to 
them as to everyone else. To be fair, when 
I show the “Weekend Update” sketch on 
“Saturday Night Live” where the peren-
nially agitated hard-of-hearing news com-
mentator Emily Litella asks “What’s all 
this fuss about Soviet jewelry?” I have to 
explain who Gilda Radner was. But they 
get the point. The Soviet Jewry movement 
was fodder for “SNL.” It was a big deal. 

“American Jews forgot to tell their chil-
dren,” Natan Sharansky lamented recently 
in the New York Jewish Week (Between 
The Lines, June 14). An icon of the Soviet 
Jewry movement, the imprisoned refuse-
nik who became a government minister in 
Israel bemoaned our failure to pass down 
the story of our role in one of the great hu-
man rights triumphs of the 20th century. 

He is right. And what a loss this is, be-
cause it is a story worth telling. Here was 
American Jewry at its best. Galvanized to 
stand proud as Jews and change the world 
for the better. 

But the problem is bigger than Sha-
ransky lets on. Not only have we forgotten 
to tell, we have also forgotten how to tell. 
Activists for Soviet Jewry became experts 
in consciousness-raising. We have forgot-
ten what they knew. 

Back in the 1970s and ’80s, if it felt like 
the movement was everywhere, that’s be-
cause it was. Activists knew that to build a 
mass movement they would have to tell the 
story of Soviet Jewry at every turn. From 
synagogue and summer camps to Hadas-
sah chapters and Hillels, there was not a 
Jewish institution that activists did not try 
to mobilize. In each place, they tailored 
their approach, taking up the existing cul-
ture of the institution and adapting it to 
raise awareness. 

How might we recover their lost exper-
tise? What might it look like to dust off old 
models of mobilizing and update them to 
pass down the memory of the movement? 
Here are three possibilities to get the think-
ing started:

1) Go back to camp. In 1981, Chica-
go Action for Soviet Jewry created a sim-
ulation game for summer camps: “The 
Exodus Experience.” It was one of many 
such games. The campgrounds were trans-
formed into a Soviet cage. Campers took 
the role of Jews trying to emigrate to Israel, 
running the gauntlet of Soviet bureaucra-
cy. Counselors played KGB, with the pow-
er to arbitrarily arrest. Only a lucky few 
campers made it to Israel (the pool) where 
they enjoyed chocolates while the rest of 
the campers learned the meaning of the 
word Kafkaesque.

Camps today could revive the simula-
tion to teach about what it was like to be 
in Jewish camp during the era of the Soviet 
Jewry movement. When I reproduce the 
simulation with my classes, my students 
marvel that learning about anti-Semitism 

and oppression could actually be made 
fun. They squirm at the ethics of enjoying 
it but acknowledge its power to get people 
emotionally engaged.

2) Reclaim Simchat Torah. From the 
Matzoh of Hope to the Unlit Menorah to 
the 9th of Av Protest Fast, Soviet Jewry ac-
tivists left no holiday unmobilized. But the 
festival that it claimed as uniquely its own 
was Simchat Torah — the one day in the 
year when Jews in the Soviet Union would 
gather by the thousands to dance outside 
synagogues and affirm their Jewish pride. 
Around the world it became a time to cele-
brate Soviet Jews.

It would take nothing elaborate to 
make an old-new tradition in American 
synagogues. Simply reserve one of the sev-
en hakafot (circling the synagogue with the 
Torahs) to jointly honor members from 
the former Soviet Union and the activists 
who worked for their freedom. This will 
likely prompt children to notice and ask, 
as they do on Passover, why are we doing 
this? And then you can tell your children 
on that day, this is because of what we did 
to bring Jews out of Russia.

3) Use Twinning on Soviet Jewry Move-
ment Shabbat. Some of the movement’s 
most effective education was done through 
the synagogues. Anyone who attended a 
bar or bat mitzvah in the 1980s remembers 
how they did this. The children taught the 
adults, who were a captive audience. 

Soviet Jewry committees in each syna-
gogue paired the congregation’s 13-year-
olds with Soviet Jewish “twins” the same 
age. The American b’nai mitzvah would 
write. Sometimes the pen pals wrote back. 
If they didn’t, well, that was a lesson in So-
viet censorship and anti-Semitism. 

At the bar or bat mitzvah ceremony it-
self, an empty chair on the bimah would 
symbolize the absent twin. The Soviet 
child would be called to the Torah, under-
scoring that they were unable to be present 
and respond. The American child would 
then recite the blessings on the twin’s be-
half. In the sermon, the American b’nai 
mitzvah would tell the assembled about 
the tribulations faced by the twin’s family. 
Also, about what they learned about the 
meaning of being a Jewish adult, respon-
sible for the welfare of other Jews. Also, 
about the blessing of American freedoms.

That was then. To adapt it for now, 
let us declare a Soviet Jewry Movement 
Shabbat, to be observed annually. In each 
synagogue, teenagers would be twinned 
with elders from the congregation — im-
migrants from the USSR and locals who 
were activists in the campaign to free Sovi-
et Jews. In these relationships, the stories 
of the movement would be passed down. 
On the Shabbat itself, as each teenager is 
called to the Torah, each elder fills one of 
the empty chairs.

Just as twinning in the 1980s empow-
ered youth to teach the adults, the ones 
speaking from the pulpit on Soviet Jewry 
Movement Shabbat would be the teenag-
ers, teaching the congregation what they 
learned from their twins. 

It would be a powerful moment in 
Jewish unity if all synagogues agreed on 
one date. I propose the Shabbat of Par-

OOpinion

How To Reinvigorate Activism For A Unified Cause
shat Terumah, the Torah portion that was 
read when Natan Sharansky walked free 
in February 1986. It is a parsha that typi-
cally comes in Adar, the month when we 
celebrate diaspora Jews thwarting a govern-
ment that tried to destroy them. It is also 
appropriate to commemorating a mass 
mobilization. Terumah opens by declaring 
that the sanctuary will be built with the 
gifts of every person whose heart is moved 
to give. In 2020, Parshat Terumah will fall 
on February 29.

For this to happen, there is one oth-
er thing we must recover from the Soviet 
Jewry movement: synagogue Soviet Jewry 
Committees. 

After the exodus from the Soviet 
Union, the various Soviet Jewry commit-

tees disbanded. It is time to reconstitute 
them as Soviet Jewry Movement Com-
memoration Committees. Former activists 
and ex-refuseniks can be joined by their 
children and grandchildren and anyone 
else who wants to honor their labors.

The Soviet Jewry movement did not 
just happen. Activists worked to create it. 
Likewise, commemoration will not magi-
cally appear on its own. If American Jews 
are to pass down the legacy of this heroic 
chapter in their history, those who care 
will need to start organizing again. 

Shaul Kelner teaches sociology and Jewish 
studies at Vanderbilt University. He is writing 
a book about how the Soviet Jewry movement 
developed its tactics. This piece first appeared 
in the New York Jewish Week.
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On July 28, members of Nashville’s Jewish community met at LP PENCIL Box with 
members of the Islamic Center of Nashville for a joint volunteer project to benefit Metro 
Nashville Public Schools.

LP PENCIL Box provides necessary school supplies to students in need. The organiza-
tion collects school supplies and has a brick-and-mortar location where teachers can equip 
their classrooms at no cost to them. 

The joint volunteer project was named Iqra, as it is the future third person form of 
“reading” in Hebrew, and for Muslims it is the first word in Quranic revelation, a directive 
to seek education in the religious and scientific realms.

Iqra came at an optimal time for LP PENCIL Box, as it was the day after the organi-
zation held a community supplies drive. The volunteers spent the morning sorting the 
donations and stocking the shelves.

Michal Eskenazi Becker, adult education coordinator for the Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee and the Gordon Jewish Commu-
nity Center, said the morning began with introductions, “which revealed how diverse our 
group was. We had a vast range of ages, backgrounds, countries of origin.”

Divided into three groups, the volunteers sorted the large pile of donations and moved 
containers into the warehouse. Though the sheer quantity of donations looked daunting 
at first, they managed to finish the job in less than two hours.

The sorting was followed by a Lebanese lunch, courtesy of an anonymous donor to the 
Islamic Center.

Jewish,  
Muslim 
communities 
unite for 
education

The Anti-Defamation 
League’s regional office in 
Atlanta announced a new 
associate regional director, 
LaVita Tuff. Tuff’s portfolio 
will include legislative ad-
vocacy and coalitions, inci-
dent response and the Civil 
Rights Committee.

The Atlanta office serves 
a four-state region, including Tennessee, 
Alabama, Georgia and South Carolina.

“LaVita brings energy and expertise to 
ADL’s important work around policy and 
partnerships,” said Allison Padilla-Good-
man, ADL regional rirector. “We are so 
excited to have her elevate our civil rights 
work and community response in the 
South, where this work is crucial and front-
and-center.”

She is an Atlanta native, who has spent 
the last decade working to empower mar-
ginalized communities and serving as a 
policy change agent. Tuff brings immense 

expertise in civil rights ad-
vocacy, legislative strategy, 
and coalition-building. She 
has managed the develop-
ment and design of legis-
lative trackers, worked in 
Baltimore Mayor Stephanie 
Rawlings-Blake administra-
tion, led coalition work in 
Louisiana (criminal justice 

reform) and Washington D.C. (environ-
mental justice and health) and leveraged 
key partnerships with professional athletes 
for economic equity.

Tuff is the daughter of Antoinette Tuff, 
who was named Atlantan of the year in 
2013 after convincing an armed gunman 
who entered the Ronald E. McNair Dis-
covery Learning Academy to surrender his 
weapon. LaVita holds a B.A. from Tennes-
see State University, a Master’s in Urban 
and Regional Planning from the Univer-
sity of New Orleans, and a J.D. from the 
University of Baltimore.

ADL names new associate director



The Jewish Observer September 2019 9

Celebrating 8 years of Serving The Community

By BRYCEN BROWN

On June 25, 16 of my peers and I de-
scended toward Ben Gurion Internation-
al Airport in what was Montgomery Bell 
Academy’s first trip to Israel. I looked out 
the window onto a landscape with unimag-
inable importance to billions of people 
worldwide, unsure of what to expect. In 
retrospect, the media, filled with images 
of a tumultuous political climate, served 
to only create misconceptions of the full 
reality in Israel. However, at this moment, 
I looked down at the last page of my pass-
port where I saw a quotation from Ellison 
Onizuka: “Every generation has the obliga-
tion to free men’s minds for a look at new 
worlds… to look out from a higher plateau 
than the last generation.” Taking his time-
ly advice, I embarked with an open mind 
into the unknown.  

En route from Tel Aviv to Jerusalem, 
we were greeted by lush vegetation and 
fields of crops, resembling images out of 
southern Italy rather than a desert — con-
trary to the stereotypical conception of the 
Middle East in the western world. Upon 
arriving in Jerusalem, we walked off the 
bus to see peoples of varying worldviews — 
Jews, Christians, Muslims, and Druze — all 
at peace with one another in their day-to-
day lives. There was much more to the pic-
ture than images of violence and gunfire 
that many people inadvertently associate 
with the diverse nation. 

We had the distinct privilege to grasp 
the realities of Israel and the Jewish peo-
ple on the international level, particularly 

essential since we attend a school with a 
relatively low Jewish population. What we 
discovered were people who were excited 
to share their food, culture, language and 
ideas with us. 

Over the next few days, we had the 
opportunity to learn about and discover 
some of the most important and holy sites 
in the world, including the Western Wall, 
Temple Mount, Church of the Holy Sepul-
chre, the City of David, and countless 
more. On each tour, our guide, Gill Hoff-
man, helped us to understand how the city 
of Jerusalem became the cornerstone for 
the advancement of both classical Jewish 
values and national identity. Additionally, 
many of my peers and I quickly became 
friends with our guard, Nitay, who offered 
us insight into the daily lives of Jews close 
to our age living in Israel. He helped us 
to appreciate that the convictions, hopes, 
and dreams of people halfway across the 
world are no different from our own, giv-
ing us a small window into the aspirations 
for peace from those on both sides of the 
political spectrum. 

In order to interpret multiple perspec-
tives, we also met a Palestinian man who 
shared his story of growing up in Gaza. 
Once bitter toward the nation of Israel, he 
has since devoted much of his time to eas-
ing relations between Gaza and the rest of 
Israel after a compassionate Israeli soldier 
changed his worldview forever by helping 
him out of a difficult situation.

For the remaining time in Israel, we 
visited the Dead Sea, the River Jordan, the 
Sea of Galilee and Tel Aviv, each place dis-

tinct in its history and significance. During 
the entirety of our time in Israel, we never 
once came upon anyone with malicious 
intent, and we were enthusiastically invit-
ed to share in all the ventures of an Israeli 
citizen. 

On the flight back to America, my 
classmate and I were fortunate enough to 
sit next to a Jewish-American man who 
lives in New York and who gave us a first-
hand look into the life of a Jewish man ex-
periencing diaspora. He shared his family 
story with us, starting with the Holocaust 
in which his family managed to escape 

and eventually resettle in Israel. Many of 
his family members still live there, and he 
noted that each time he returns to visit, he 
feels at home in his self-identity, a feeling 
he had never previously experienced.

While Israel still faces many threats to 
its existence, I was left with an essence of 
optimism after seeing so many people of 
different walks of life, converging on the 
same aspirations for a world in which we 
all can share in Israel’s profound, global 
influence.

Brycen Brown is a senior at Montgomery 
Bell Academy.

Looking Back on Our Odyssey
The Big Red’s First Journey to the Holy Land 

While in Israel, the Montgomery Bell group visited with MBA alumnus Sam Jacobson ‘16, 
who is volunteering with the Israel Defense Forces.
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Nashville Welcomes  
Noam Harari as new Shlicha

With the departure of Sharon Ben-
Ami after two years of being the commu-
nity’s Shlicha — emissary — from Israel, 
Noam Harari has arrived in Nashville to 
take on that role.

The 25-year-old native of Modi’in start-
ed her two years in Nashville in mid-Au-
gust. She is making the rounds of the 
institutions, so she can get to know the 
community. “I want to hear what they 
need, what they want to see. It is very im-
portant to me to do projects that the Nash-
ville Jewish community needs.”

There was also a breakfast on Aug. 20 
at the Gordon Jewish Community Center, 
welcoming her to the community.

The Jewish Agency for Israel coordi-
nates the Shaliach program. Those select-
ed accept a one- or two-year role working 
for a community’s Jewish Federation, 
“taking lead responsibility for developing 
and managing numerous Israel programs 
and educational opportunities,” said Eric 
Stillman, executive director of the Jew-
ish Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. Those 
programs include major events such as the 
Yom Ha’atzmaut Israel Independence Day 
celebration, the Yom HaZikaron commem-
oration service, and staffing for the Get 
Connected teen youth Israel exchange pro-
gram under the guidance of Federation’s 
community relations director.

Being selected for a community is a 
long process, Harari said. They fill out 
profiles for communities to review, “to see 
which profile is perfect for them.” Part of 
the connection for Nashville is Harari’s 
love of music.

After the first two weeks in the com-
munity, Harari said “I think it is a perfect 
match. I love it here, and the people are 
so warm.”

Harari’s parents have a shop in Mo-
di’in that sells toys, books and art supplies. 
Her sister is an officer in the army and a 
social worker.

The value of being a Shlicha “has al-
ways been a part of me,” she said, starting 
when she volunteered in the Scouts youth 
movement while in school.

After graduating from high school, she 
did a year of service, living with a few fel-
low 18-year-olds in Yavne and volunteering 
around the city. “We did a lot of projects 
for the community, such as a Purim festi-
val, a free dance program for kids.”

She then did her two years in the army, 
as a social worker for soldiers who were 
wounded or ill during military service, and 

escorting bereaved families. “Although my 
job in the army was very challenging, I’ve 
became a much stronger person because of 
it,” she said. “I learned how to be strong at 
the most sensitive situations.”

She then did educational work with 
teens and young children, including as 
a camp counselor in Canada. She ran a 
dance group for students ages 11 to 18, 
who “had a hard time in school or came 
from families with low socioeconomic sta-
tus,” she said. While they had 20 students 
at the start of the year, there were 60 in-
volved by the end of the year. “I gave dance 
lessons and went with the entire company 
to volunteer at various nonprofits in Isra-
el.”

She also worked for a year at the youth 
center in Modi’in. “I was responsible for 
all the events for the young adults in the 
city. Also, my job was to connect with the 
young adults in Modiin… and see what 
they want to see in the city.”

She definitely wants to incorporate 
dance into her Nashville programming. 
“You don’t need language for it, and it 
connects people,” she said. And as a for-
mer event planner, “I love planning events 
for the community.”

She plans to engage young adults, 
showing them “Israel has a lot going on,” 
and to discuss “interesting, maybe delicate 
subjects.”

Eight years ago, she was part of a del-
egation that visited Virginia Beach and 
Washington, but this is her first time in 
Tennessee.

Being the community’s Shlicha “is a 
meaningful journey of learning, giving and 
meeting new and amazing people,” Harari 
said. “I feel so grateful for this opportuni-
ty. I’m here to give as much as I can from 
myself to the community.”

Our Community Online: 
www.jewishnashville.org

Our Community Volunteer Portal:
www.jewishnashville.galaxydigital.com
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Happy 
Rosh Hashanah

Two Jewish Persian 
Cooking Events This Month

The Gordon Jewish Community Cen-
ter’s series on Jewish Persian Cooking, 
with Nashville cookbook author Louisa 
Shafia, continues with two events this 
month.

“Just Desserts: Persian Sweets” will be 
on Sept. 5, and “Table for One: Recipes 
and Dinner for One (or Two)” will be on 
Sept. 24. Shafia is author of “The New 
Persian Kitchen” and “Lucid Food.”

Persian Sweets is for anyone who has 
a sweet tooth and will focus on desserts. 
Tickets can be purchased at https://per-
siansweets.eventbrite.com.

Table for One is for those who usually 
cook for themselves and want ideas for 
smaller-scale recipes, or advice on how to 
convert recipes to fit one person. Tickets 
are at https://persianone.eventbrite.com.

Classes are held at The Kitchen Nash-
ville at Westgate Center, from 6 to 8 p.m. 
The $45 ticket includes ingredients and 
wine.

The two previous sessions were an in-
troduction into Persian foods, and an ex-
ploration of Persian spices. Michal Eske-
nazi Becker, adult outreach coordinator 
of the Gordon JCC and the Jewish Feder-
ation and Jewish Foundation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee, said they were “a 
huge success—people got to learn about 
different elements of Persian cooking, to 
cook some and taste the delicious food.”

Top: Ice Cream Sandwiches.  
Bottom: Lamb Stew

The completion and dedication of a 
new Torah scroll is one of the most signif-
icant events for a Jewish community, and 
the opportunity to witness such a celebra-
tion is a rarity.

On Oct 6 at 11 a.m., Chabad of Nash-
ville will dedicate a new Torah scroll, and 
the community is invited to participate in 
the celebration.

Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel, co-director of 
Chabad of Nashville, said the Torah scroll 
is the most sacred item in every Jewish 
house of worship, and is “the core repre-
sentation of Judaism itself. The Torah is 
the tangible embodiment of our connec-
tion to G d, to His wisdom and guidance, 
and is literally G d’s gift to the world. The 
Torah is our guide to life, and is the heart, 
mind and soul of Judaism.”

An authentic Torah scroll, kept in the 
ark of each synagogue, is an intricate hand 
written document, comprised of 62 sheets 
of parchment that are cured, tanned, 
scraped and prepared according to exact 
specifications mandated by Jewish law. A 
Torah scroll must be written on parchment 
and entirely by hand, using a feather quill 
and ink. There are 250 columns of text, 
which make up 304,805 letters in the To-
rah, and a flaw in the writing of even one 
letter invalidates the entire Torah until it 
is fixed.

According to Jewish tradition, “the first 
Torah scroll in history was dictated by G-d 
verbatim and written by Moses. This same 
Torah has been passed down from one 

Chabad to Dedicate 
New Torah Scroll

generation to the next, for the past 3,331 
years, and has been copied and inscribed 
onto parchments by scribes in every gener-
ation since then.”

The new Torah Scroll will be complet-
ed and dedicated by Brian and Dianne 
Berry in memory of Sol J and Eileen Berry, 
and in honor of Brian Berry’s 65th birth-
day celebration. This Torah was written by 
a most spiritual scribe in the Holy land of 
Israel over the past 12 months, and will be 
concluded during the High Holy Days, be-
tween Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur.

The ceremony will begin as friends 
and family, together with a certified ritual 
scribe, will inscribe the last of the 304,805 
letters of this new magnificent scroll. 

“This Torah scroll is an incredible ad-
dition to our community as it represents 
the unbroken chain of Jewish tradition 
and survival. This moment is a historic 
one for the Nashville Jewish community.” 
Said Tiechtel.

When the final lettering is complete, 
a procession will carry the sacred scroll to 
the ark housed in the sanctuary at Chabad 
of Nashville, where it will live, to be used 
on Shabbat mornings, including the up-
coming High Holy Days. The first time the 
Torah will be taken out of the ark will be 
on the Eve of Yom Kippur for the Kol Ni-
drei service. 

A festive buffet lunch and celebrations 
will follow the dedication ceremony. All 
are invited to participate. For more infor-
mation, please call (615) 646-5750.
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West End Synagogue announced its schedule for this year’s Adult Education Series.
Weekly programs include Talmud On Tuesdays, with Rabbi Joshua Kullock, following 

morning minyan, from 7:30 to 8:30 a.m. Torah on Thursdays, with Rav Eitan Bar-Or, will 
follow minyan on Thursday mornings, 7:30 to 8:15 a.m.

Monthly classes include Torah for Women, with Rabbi Joshua Kullock, the first 
Wednesday of each month, 11 a.m. to noon. This year, the emphasis will be on the Book 
of Exodus. Torah for Men, with Rabbi Joshua Kullock, will be the second Thursday of each 
month at noon, studying the Book of Judges.

The first special event will be “The High Holidays and The Jewish Roots of Mindful-
ness,” with Ira Helderman, on Sept. 8 from 9:30 to 11 a.m.

The program is an exploration of how a generation of post-Holocaust Jews, including 
Jon Kabat-Zinn and Sharon Salzburg, developed the contemporary mindfulness practices 
that are so popular today and how to bring mindfulness into observance of the High Hol-
iday season.

Helderman is a licensed professional counselor with a Ph.D. in religion, psychology 
and culture from Vanderbilt University. While currently maintaining a full-time private 
practice, he has previously held positions in Vanderbilt University’s Psychological and 
Counseling Center, Vanderbilt University Psychiatric Hospital, and Cumberland Heights 
Addiction Treatment Center. He is an Adjunct Assistant Professor at Vanderbilt Univer-
sity in the Human Development and Counseling program, where he teaches graduate 
students in courses such as “Counseling Diverse Populations” and “Addiction and the 
Human Services Professional.” 

On Sept. 15 from 9:30 to 11:00 a.m., Rabbi Kullock will lead “Intro to the High Hol-
idays.”

“Pray, Eat, Learn” begins on Nov. 15 with Professor Ed Cheng speaking on “Collabo-
ration in Jewish and American Law.”

On May 29, “Pray, Eat, Learn” features Professor Amy-Jill Levine, speaking on “Shavuot 
and Pentecost: Shared Dates; Different Celebrations.”

Rabbi Joshua Kullock will lead Part 1 of Introduction to Judaism on Sundays from Jan. 
5 to May 3, 2020, from 9:30 to 11 a.m.

The Scholar In Residence Weekend on Feb. 28 to March 1 will feature Rabbi Ellie 
Kaunfer of the Hadar Institute.

West End Synagogue announces 
year’s adult education series

In late July, Nashville hosted a group 
of five Israeli teens and their chaperone as 
part of the Get Connected summer pro-
gram with our Partnership2Gether region 
Hadera Eiron.

They spent the first week touring the 
area and learning about the history and 
culture of Nashville and Tennessee. High-
lights included horseback rides, exploring 
Hatch Show Print, music on Lower Broad-
way, Centennial Park, the Country Music 
Hall of Fame and paddling with Nashville 
Paddle at Percy Priest Lake.

During the second week, the teens 
worked as specialists at Camp Davis at the 
Gordon Jewish Community Center. They 
came prepared with a variety of Israeli 
themed activities to share with campers.

The Partnership2Gether program was 
made possible through the generosity and 
hospitality of several host families, includ-
ing Liz and David Schwartz, Rachel and 
Jay Koch, Mindy and Mike Drongowski, 
Adam and Val Bronstone, the Eldar family 
and the Bukengolts family.

Partnership Teens Enjoy Nashville
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Vanderbilt Hillel welcomes 
second Springboard Fellow
By LARRY BROOK

Can someone go to college to major in 
Hillel?

That is what Veronica Grady wanted 
to do while at Syracuse University. Now, 
she is in Nashville, working at Vanderbilt 
Hillel as a Springboard Innovation Fellow.

The two-year fellowship is coordinat-
ed by Hillel International to bring recent 
college graduates with raw talent, passion 
and skills to college campuses across North 
America to reimagine and redesign Jewish 
student life.

She joins Emily Kahn-Perry, who is in 
the second year of a Springboard Ezra Fel-
lowship at Vanderbilt Hillel.

Originally from Land O’ Lakes, Fla., 
near Tampa, Grady studied public re-
lations at Syracuse, minoring in Jewish 
studies. She used her field of study as com-
munications vice president for Syracuse 
Hillel, along with co-chairing the Fresh-
Fest Preorientation and becoming office 
manager.

One day, she confided to one of the 
Hillel staffers that while she was fairly 
sure she knew what she wanted to do, she 
wasn’t sure, and wished she could just ma-
jor in Hillel. The Hillel advisor replied, 
“what I do is a job,” Grady recalled.

They had a conversation where she was 
told “there’s a whole world of opportunity 
to engage with Jewish students,” and “it 
could be a really fulfilling career” for her.

That set her on a new path. She be-
came a communications intern for the 
Union for Reform Judaism’s Collegiate 
Leadership Internship Program and com-
munications manager for the URJ Kutz 
Camp. She quickly realized “this is where 
my passion lies.”

She kept coming back to a desire “to 
this work, building a Jewish community, 
paying it forward for all those who built 
communities for me when I needed them.”

As an Innovation Fellow, she is charged 
with increasing student engagement, 
“building relationships with people, help-
ing them to connect with Judaism in new 
and exciting ways.”

Some of those ways are in secular set-
tings, such as hiking trips where she can 
bring in elements of Jewish learning.

The Fellows are trained in Design 
Thinking creative problem solving meth-
odology, to spark ideas for transforming 
areas of Jewish student life into ones that 

are better suited for today’s students, and 
infuse creative innovation into all aspects 
of Hillel’s work.

As an Ezra Fellow, Kahn-Perry is in-
volved in Jewish life on campus, including 
learning opportunities, text study and hol-
idays. Grady’s work centers on macro pro-
gramming, with a focus on building par-
ticipation by first-year students. She had a 
group of 30 in the pre-orientation process, 
and now is pairing them with upperclass-
men to mentor them for leadership.

She has been working with student 
leaders “to craft their experience.” Much 
of her initial work has been informal con-
versations with students to “get a sense of 
what their needs are and what they hope 
to do, then bring it into a Jewish context.”

Many ideas have been floated, Grady 
said. Many students have spoken about 
music, so there is exploration of starting 
an a capella group on campus. Another 
common theme is a group to experience 
the outdoors together as a walking or hik-
ing group.

Other activities are informal, such as 
a small group having a breakfast togeth-
er. Such “low barrier” events can involve 
students who might not otherwise engage 
with the organized Jewish community.

When she first toured Vanderbilt 
during the interview process, “I was struck 
by how beautiful the campus is, and how 
in the hubbub of a city, you feel you’re con-
nected in time to everyone who walked the 
campus before you.”

She could tell “immediately” that “as 
many gung-ho student leaders I had at Syr-
acuse, there were more at Vanderbilt.” She 
said their “passion and dedication were re-
ally inspiring.”

She also saw how the Hillel staff were 
committed to growth in the Jewish com-
munity, and that they would guide and in-
spire her to succeed.

Grady said Executive Director Ari Du-
bin and Assistant Director Brian Small 
“have been pushing me constantly to reach 
for new heights” and Kahn-Perry is “a de-
light to work with” and has eased her tran-
sition to Nashville life.

Grady said Vanderbilt Hillel is very ac-
tive and on Shabbat, “every chair is filled, 
every person is happy and exciting.” Even 
with a full slate of activities and participa-
tion that fills the building, “they are still 
dreaming bigger.” 

Veronica Grady

Nashville inspires 
popular Yemenite dish at 
Israeli restaurant

According to a recent Nosher/JTA arti-
cle by Penny Schwartz, Nashville has a pres-
ence in the success of chef Ari Shemtov’s 
Boston-area Israeli restaurant, Simcha.

As she relates, for nearly a decade, 
Shemtov has been a pioneer on Boston’s 
food scene. In 2010, he rolled out The 
Chubby Chickpea, one of the first food 
trucks in the city, serving up Israeli-style 
street food from falafel and chicken 
shwarma to chickpea fries. Two years ago 
he launched Tapped Beer Trucks, the ar-
ea’s first mobile local craft and wine fleet.

But the 34-year-old Shemtov has long 
dreamed of opening a full-service restau-
rant to offer Boston-area diners a contem-
porary twist on Sephardic and Israeli dish-
es inspired by his Turkish-Israeli roots. For 
the past few years, Shemtov has been pre-
paring for the moment, honing his restau-
rant concept at pop-ups that attracted an 
array of diners to his sold-out events.

And now, finally, comes Simcha, Shem-
tov’s full-service restaurant that opened in 
March in his hometown of Sharon, a sub-
urb about 20 miles south of Boston.

One of the larger entrees was inspired 
by a visit to Nashville. He does a Yemenite 
version of fried chicken, inspired by Nash-
ville’s signature dish. His version is brined 
and battered with chickpea flour and 
served with a spicy zhug sauce. 

Shemtov said the chicken has become 

Simcha’s second most popular dish, only 
behind hummus.

What else is on the menu? Small plates 
include several varieties of hummus, in-
cluding one made with Maine-grown beans 
and tahini, and another made from white 
beans and bacon. Also on the menu is 
Moroccan carrots served with orange blos-
som syrup and short rib poutine, a creamy 
chickpea polenta with short rib gravy and 
Bulgarian feta cheese.

And then there’s the octopus salad, 
which is served with green zhug, the tra-
ditional Yemenite hot sauce, and pickled 
vegetables.

With its aromatic Sephardic dishes 
from Israel, Turkey, North Africa and the 
Iberian Peninsula, Shemtov hopes to share 
the story of the global journey of the Israe-
li people and the ways this centuries-long 
journey has influenced its food, the chef 
told The Nosher in a phone conversation.

Simcha, which means joy and celebra-
tion in Hebrew, is also named for Shem-
tov’s paternal grandmother. In 1949, his 
grandparents fled persecution in their na-
tive Turkey and resettled in Israel, where 
his grandfather started a vegetable stall in 
the famed Mahane Yehuda market in Je-
rusalem. When his Israeli-born father im-
migrated as a young man to the U.S., he 
went full steam ahead into the restaurant 
business.
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Continued on page 18

By RON KAMPEAS
WASHINGTON (JTA) — A decade 

after the Bernie Madoff debacle — one so 
serious that Hadassah officials refuse to 
even utter the Ponzi schemer’s name — the 
women’s Zionist organization is back.

The finances are robust — 2017 tax re-
turns show $108 million in assets — and a 
staff of about 200 works at its New York 
headquarters and eight regional offices.

To build membership, Hadassah is tar-
geting younger women, recognizing that the 
stay-at-home mothers who made “Hadassah 
lady” a cliche in the postwar years are now 
professionals balancing work and home 
lives along with a dedication to Israel.

And last year Hadassah reopened its of-
fice here, banking that one key to growth 
is navigating a middle political ground in a 
polarized age.

The organization’s key success so far 
has been signing co-sponsors for the Nev-
er Again Education Act, which would “fi-
nance grants to public and private middle 
and high schools to help teachers develop 
and improve Holocaust education pro-
grams.”

Working with the Jewish Federations 
of North America, Hadassah’s Washing-
ton lobbyist, Karen Paikin Barall, has 
signed on 251 members of the U.S. House 
of Representatives and 10 in the Senate 
since the measure was introduced in the 
latter body last month. (More are likely to 
sign on following the summer recess.)

The bill’s broad appeal is no coinci-
dence.

“It gets the largest reaction response 
from membership,” Hadassah CEO Janice 
Weinman said in a recent interview, add-
ing that it is her biggest applause line when 
she goes out to chapters.

Paikin Barall is a good fit for its bipar-
tisan mission: She was a political appoin-
tee in the President George W. Bush State 
Department’s anti-Semitism monitoring 
office, and then for a number of years was 
director of mid-Atlantic advocacy for the 
Orthodox Union. The latter job required 
cultivating the Democratic-majority legisla-
tures that typify East Coast states.

“Karen has been instrumental in our 
congressional outreach,” Weinman said.

On Friday, following two weeks of par-
tisan warfare in Washington on what it 
means to be pro-Israel —  culminating with 
President Donald Trump’s gibe that Jews 
who vote Democratic are “disloyal” to the 
Jewish state — Hadassah put out a call for 
bipartisanship.

“Pitting people and parties against one 
another will sacrifice the goal of respect 
for diversity and coexistence,” the group 
said. “Hadassah is committed to the bed-
rock values of our two nations and urges 
our leaders to end the politicization of this 
essential relationship.”

Harder still may be keeping an increas-
ingly polarized Jewish electorate on board. 
The group’s Israel agenda tacks slightly 
to the right, endorsing bills targeting the 
boycott Israel movement — bills that left-
wing Democrats reject as infringing on 
free speech rights. Hadassah also advocates 
for changes in Palestinian textbooks con-
sidered anti-Israel.

On the left, the group advocates for 
reproductive rights, and its state chapters 
are organizing protests against increasingly 
restrictive abortion laws.

Hadassah’s language on reproductive 
rights will never please most Republicans, 
but also hews closely to how Orthodox 
groups describe their position on abor-
tion, reflecting a membership in which all 
religious streams are represented.

“Reproductive health choices, based on 
full and accurate medical information and 
guidance, must be made in accordance 
with a woman’s own religious, moral and 
ethical values,” a handout says.

The group’s core mission remains to 
raise funds for the two Jerusalem hospitals 
bearing its name. Again, its pitches are tai-
lored to the younger Jewish women Hadas-
sah hopes to attract.

Hospitals remain a nexus of Jewish-Pal-
estinian coexistence in an environment 
where that is increasingly rare, and that’s 
an aspect the organizations stresses in its 
U.S. outreach. Hadassah’s Israel-based 
podcast, “The Branch,” has as its focus 
what it terms Israel’s “shared society.”

Hadassah says it is on the right track 
after a financial crisis at the once-private 
hospitals led to a restructuring plan super-
vised by Israel’s Finance Ministry.

Hadassah is partnering as well with 
the former Jewish Women’s Renaissance 
Project on a heavily subsidized yearlong 
program called Momentum — informal-
ly “Birthright for Moms.” The program, 
which is designed to connect Jewish fami-
lies to Jewish tradition and Israel, includes 
eight days in Israel.

Also emphasized are Hadassah’s breast 
cancer research (for an Ashkenazi Jewish 
population at slightly higher risk) and 
infertility treatment (for a demographic 
heavy with professional women who are 
likelier to wait until their mid- to late 30s 
to start families).

The new Hadassah member is young-
er and wants a professional networking 
element attached to her extracurricular 
activities. Hadassah now boasts “affinity 
groups” for physicians, nurses and lawyers 
who meet and are as likely to exchange 
information about their fields, including 
innovations and job opportunities, as they 
are to raise money for Israel.

Weinman said that membership, in-
cluding female members and male associ-
ates, has fallen to 300,000 from a peak of 
358,618 in 1986-87.

“It has gone down not because we have 
not maintained a level of membership but 
because of attrition,” Weinman said. “We 
are not making up in the same numbers 
those who have died.”

Programs now are shorter, Weinman 
said, to accommodate busier women and 
include a transactional element.

“There’s less of an extended commit-
ment the way Hadassah members in the 
past have made,” she said. Today’s Ha-
dassah meetings are pitched as benefiting 
members as much as they are opportuni-
ties for giving, although Weinman is quick 
to point out “they are not frivolous.”

“They choose their subject not from 
a generic or ideological perspective but 
personal, what affects their families and 
futures, how do they network,” she said.

Hadassah’s unwitting role in Madoff’s 
Ponzi scheme, the worst in U.S. history, 
remains a sore point. An official half-jok-
ingly warned a reporter not to mention his 

Back from the brink, Hadassah 
banks on bipartisanship in 
attracting new members
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8 - 1 1 P M
Purchase tickets at nowgennashville.org

Advanced purchase General Tickets: $25 | Advanced purchase Student Ticket: $20

Ticket includes access to the party, 1 drink ticket, and food.

T H E  H A L L  I N S I D E  O L E  R E D

Presented by

09.28.19
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At Our Congregations…

OThe Temple

High Holy Days Choir
Attention Adult Singers! Are you interested in being a part of our High Holy Day 

volunteer choir? If so, we’d love for you to join us! No singing experience necessary! For 
more information or to volunteer, please contact Cantor Fishbein at (615) 352-7620 or 
cantorfishbein@templenashville.org.

Discussion of anti-Semitism
“The Threat of Anti-Semitism: An Option for Response” with Dr. David Barton and 

Rabbi Mark Schiftan, Sept. 4 at 6 p.m. A guided discussion on the threat of anti-Semitism 
and the positive ways it is being addressed within the church today. A light dinner will be 
included. Call The Temple at (615) 352-7620 to sign up.

New Clergy Book Club
Get ready for a year-long review and discussion of New York Times columnist David 

Brooks’ new book, “The Second Mountain,” starting Sept. 8 at 10 a.m. Call The Temple 
at (615) 352-7620 to sign up.

Golden Lunch Bunch
Join the Golden Lunch Bunch for lunch, entertainment and fun at 11:30 a.m. on the 

first and third Tuesdays of the month at The Temple. This month’s gatherings are Sept. 3 
and 17. To reserve, call Anna Sir, 354-1686.

Lunch with the Rabbi 
Lunch with the Rabbi will return from summer break on Sept. 12. Lunch starts at 

11:30 a.m. and conversation at noon.

Next Dor Sukkot Bourbon Event
Next Dor will have “A Southern Sukkot and Bourbon Tasting” Sukkah Celebration for 

Jewish Young Adults and Interfaith Couples, ages 22 to 40, on Oct. 17 from 6 to 9 p.m. 
RSVP to Rabbi Shulman at rabbishulman@templenashville.org or (615) 352-7620.

OWest End

OMicah

Micah Readers
The Book Club meets after services every first Friday of the month in the library. On 

Sept. 6, this month’s book is ““The Library Book” by Susan Orlean.

ReJEWvination Class
Rabbi Laurie Rice will lead this 6-week course into what it means to be Jewish and 

live a Jewish life, on Tuesdays from Sept. 3 to Oct. 29, 6 to 7:30 p.m. This course is for all 
learning levels curious about a deeper dive into the Jewish tradition. The course is $20 for 
Micah members (covers the text book) and $100 for non-members (also covers the book). 
To RSVP, please email Rabbi Laurie at lrice@congregationmicah.org.

5780 Religious School Kick-Off and 
Open House 

On Sept. 8, come see what the past preserves, the present promises, and the future 
holds when it comes to Jewish Education – open to all registered and curious families.

Bagels will be served, starting at 8:45 a.m. Family services will be at 9:30 a.m., followed 
by parent orientation at 10:30 a.m. Visit www.congregationmicah.org to register online or 
contact Julie Greenberg at jgreenberg@congregationmicah.org with any questions.

A Woman’s Circle
A monthly opportunity to grow your soul, meet with other women and engage with sa-

cred text. Rabbi Laurie challenges your intellect through study and conversation on Jewish 
and other relevant topics. All are welcome on Sept. 20 at noon. Bring a friend. Lunch is 
provided. RSVP to Rabbi Laurie Rice at lrice@congregationmicah.org.

Selichot Service & Dinner
Soul searching done the Micah way: good food, beautiful music, penitential prayers 

and personal testimonials. Service will begin at 6 p.m. on Sept. 20, with our Selichot din-
ner following at 7 p.m. We ask that guests bring a non-dairy side to share. We will provide 
the main dish. RSVP online before Sept. 13. 

Coffee Talk
Coffee talk is an opportunity for religious school moms and women to come together, 

get to know one another over coffee and snacks, and discuss different topics of urgency 
and meaning to parents in today’s world. This month’s topic: “Being Jewish in the South,” 
Sept. 22 from 10:15 to 11:30 a.m.

Simchat Torah Service/Sukkot 
Under the Stars 

Dance with the Torah scrolls for our Simchat Torah Shabbat service on Oct. 18 at 6 
p.m., followed by our Sukkot celebration and dinner. We welcome the Akiva Day School, 
Federation Now-Gen members, and all who wish to celebrate the season. Shake the lulav 
and etrog with us under the stars as we light a bonfire after services and sit in the sukkah! 
RSVP online via our Events page!

Bagels, Love and Torah
Come have a B.L.T. with the rabbi… That’s Bagels, Learning and Torah! Torah Study 

starts at 9 a.m. on Saturdays. Join us for fresh bagels and coffee! Bring your friends for 
some nourishment of both mind and body — Jewish style!

Schmooze and Views 
Join us on Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. for a lively current events discussion with the rabbi; 

snacks and coffee provided.

Mah Jongg
Meets Tuesdays from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. For beginners (lessons at 12:30) and estab-

lished players. Questions? Contact Paula Kirwan at pgkwn@comcast.net .

Workman joins Beit Miriam
Harriet Workman is excited to join the Beit Miriam team as the Families with Young 

Children Engagement Coordinator. In this role, she will conduct community outreach to 
engage Jewish families with children under 3, while connecting the families to each other 
and to the congregation through educational, spiritual, and social programming. When 
she is not at WES or spending time with her young children, Sam and Max, and husband 
David, you can find her teaching yoga over in East Nashville.  

If you know of any families who would like to participate in our FWYC programs and 
events, please send an email to harriet.workman@gmail.com or to spaz@westendsyn.org. 

Learn and Lunch
Cantor Sarah Levine will be the speaker at the Sandi Goldstein Learn and Lunch Pro-

gram on Sept. 11. The learning session will start at 11 a.m., with lunch at noon. The pro-
gram is funded by the Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee, along with the Bernie Goldstein Family Trust in loving memory of Sandi Klein 
Goldstein, devoted wife, mother and grandmother.

Save The Date
The annual Concert and Cultural Series will be on Dec. 5, featuring an acoustic set by 

The Shadowboxers.
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OChabad

OSherith Israel

At Our Congregations…

Nashville’s congregations
Here are the websites for all five Nashville Jewish congregations,  
with information on services, upcoming events and more: 
Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad, www.chabadnashville.com
Congregation Micah, www.congregationmicah.org
Congregation Sherith Israel, www.sherithisrael.com
The Temple – Congregation Ohabai Sholom, www.templenashville.org 
West End Synagogue, www.westendsyn.org

Memorial Service at the Cemetery
Each year, just before the Holy Days, we gather at the cemetery to remember those 

loved ones who passed away during the year. The service is brief and open to everyone. 
Following the service, we bury holy books that are in disrepair. This year, the service will 
take place on Sept. 22, at 9:30 am.

Neshama: A Women’s Gathering to 
Prepare for the High Holy Days

Join a warm group of women for a special and beautiful evening together as we prepare 
mentally and spiritually for the upcoming High Holy Days. Come sing, share, learn and 
build community with us, Sept. 23, 8 to 9:30 p.m. at Sherith Israel. RSVP to csuvall@
gmail.com.

Rosh Hashanah MEGA Challah Bake 
with Chabad

Before the holidays, have a “Great Twist with Tradition and Fun for All” at the MEGA 
Challah Bake.

Yearning to learn the secret of how to knead good dough and fill your home with the 
aroma of Shabbat? Wait no more! On Sept. 22 at 2 p.m., women and children from across 
Nashville will gather in the Bernard Ballroom at Chabad of Nashville for the Rosh Hasha-
nah MEGA Challah Bake.

The Mega Challah Bake has been presented in cities from Los Angeles to Miami and 
even internationally, and was a big hit in Nashville last year. Due to popular demand, the 
Mega Challah Bake will return in preparation of the High Holy Days. Esther Tiechtel, 
educator at Chabad, explains, “When we join in this tradition of kneading Challah, all 
channels open for us to ask for all the blessings we need for our families and community.”

There are many little-known customs that give layers of meaning to this tradition, like 
removing a piece of dough for the Kohanim with a blessing: breaking off a piece of our 
dough symbolizes taking from everything we have and sharing with others. 

“Mothers and daughters are invited to participate in this multi generational Challah 
Bake, as there is so much unity and togetherness when all are kneading and braiding the 
Challah together,” Tiechtel said. 

The ballroom will be elegantly set with round tables, premeasured ingredients, and a 
Mega Challah Bake apron for each participant, as well as shorter tables for the little ones. 
While the loaves are rising, there will be refreshments and song, and High Holiday Chal-
lah recipe sharing presentations for the adults.

Each participant will go home with their own challah, a Challah Bake apron and the 
know-how to recreate the moment weekly in their homes.

The Mega Challah Bake is presented for women and children. Tickets for participants 
ages 11 and up are $14 in advance, $20 at the door. Tickets for children 10 and under are 
$10 in advance and $15 at the door. For reservations, go to www.ChabadNashville.com/
ChallahBake or call (615) 646-5750.

Chabad to host its 21st annual  
New Years Eve Dinner

Chabad of Nashville will be hosting its 21st annual New Year’s Eve Dinner for the 
Nashville Jewish community, on Sept. 29 at 6:30 p.m. All are invited to join friends and 
meet new faces from the Nashville community, to welcome the Jewish New Year on the 
Eve of Rosh Hashanah.

The dinner will be catered by one of Nashville’s premiere chefs, and will include a 
four course festive meal complete with round challah and the apple ‘N’ honey, all of the 
holiday trimmings, including gefilte fish, chicken soup, sweet roasted chicken, Bubby’s 
brisket, tzimmes, honey cake and more. The tradition is to eat symbolic dishes that are 
sweet and round, symbolizing a sweet New Year that will be a full circle until next year’s 

Sherith Israel, Beit Tefilah holding 
joint Selichot to kick off holidays

As a kickoff for the High Holy Days season, Congregation Sherith Israel will join 
Congregation Beit Tefilah for a joint Selichot service, on Sept. 21 at 11:30 p.m., at 
Beit Tefilah. The Selichot service will be preceded by a Chasidic Farbrengen — a gath-
ering of souls, where stories of Chasidic Masters will be shared, together with a bit 
of L’Chaim to warm the soul for beginning of the High Holy Day season, and will 
led by Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel from Beit Tefilah, and Rabbi Shlomo Rothstein from 
Chabad at Vanderbilt.

While most Jewish services are held during the day or early evening, the High Hol-
iday Selichot are the exception, held in the wee hours of the morning. Drawing from a 
plethora of Biblical verses and rabbinic teachings, they are a soul-stirring introduction 
to the Days of Awe.

The liturgy for Selichot is not found in most prayer books; rather, it is found in 
special Selichot booklets, with a different selection for each day. The actual Selichot 
are a collage of Torah verses and poetically written Hebrew works in which we ask G 
d to forgive us on a personal and communal level. An oft-repeated phrase is the “13 
Attributes of Mercy,” which G d revealed to Moses at Sinai as the key to forgiveness. 

Cantor George Lieberman of Sherith Israel will lead the service, while Rabbi Saul 
Strosburg will play various of the Selichot melodies on the keyboard. This is the fourth 
year that the two congregations are joining together for the Selichot service.

Ashkenazic communities start saying Selichot several days before Rosh Hashanah, 
while Sephardic communities recite Selichot throughout the entire month of Elul.

For more information go to www.chabadnashville.com.

Rosh Hashanah.
To make a reservation for the dinner go to chabadnashville.com/RH dinner.

Cantor Zalmen Hurwitz will lead 
High Holiday Services at Chabad

Congregation Beit Tefilah is honored and pleased to welcome Cantor Zalmen Hurwitz 
to lead this year’s High Holiday services.

Cantor Kagan was born in Montreal, the 10th sibling in a large family with a long 
lineage of cantors. Shortly thereafter, the Kagan family moved to Miami, where Cantor 
Kagan grew up. From a young age, Cantor Kagan’s father used to put him to bed with 
tunes of famous cantorial music, and wake him up to the tunes of Modeh Ani sung by 
Chazen Yossele Rosenblatt.

Cantor Kagan chose to add to his family’s rich history of cantors, and has studied 
under the famous metropolitan singer Eugene Flam, and renowned chazan and voice in-
structor Cantor David Cabinet. Cantor Kagan has davened and performed for audiences 
all over the world, including cantorial renditions as far as Melbourne, Australia, and the 
Congo in Central Africa.

Cantor Kagan is happy to be coming to Nashville to lead the services at Congregation 
Beit Tefilah Chabad. One of the unique additions to the service by Cantor Hurwitz is to 
blend Chasidic melodies and various famous Jewish tunes into the liturgy of the High 
Holy Day services. Also, during the services, stories and insights into the prayer will be 
shared by Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel.

All are invited to participate in the High Holy Day services at Beit Tefilah, and one 
does not have to pay to pray. There is no membership or tickets required, and services are 
held in Hebrew and English in a warm and welcoming atmosphere. A special children’s 
service is held on each morning of the High Holy Days. For a complete listing of the High 
Holy Day services at Beit Tefilah, go to chabadnashville.com.
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Hadassah
Continued from page 16

Gordon JCC 
Book Club 
Announces 
Reading List
The Gordon Jewish Community Center’s 
Book Club announced its schedule for 
the coming year. The Book Club meets on 
a Friday from 1 to 2 p.m. in the Gordon 
JCC library.

October 18
David G. Dalin, “The Myth of Hitler’s 
Pope: How Pope Pius XII Rescued Jews 
from the Nazis”

November 15
Martha Hall Kelly, “Lilac Girls”

December 20
Daniel Silva, “A Death in Vienna”

January 24, 2020
Harper Lee, “To Kill a Mockingbird”

February 28
Kent Nerburn, “The Girl Who Sang to 
the Buffalo: A Child, an Elder and the 
Light from an Ancient Sky”

March 27
Lisa Genova, “Still Alice”

April 17
Muhammad Yunus, “Banker to the Poor”

May 22
Delia Owens, “Where the Crawdad 
Sings”

June 26
Jody Picoult, “Small Great Things”

July 24
Edith Eva Eger, “The Choice: Embrace 
the Possible”

August 28
James D. Squires, “The Secrets of the 
Hopewell Box: Stolen Elections, South-
ern Politics, and a City’s Coming of Age”

Mah Jongg Around the World
On Sept. 22, The Gordon Jewish 

Community Center will host Mah Jongg 
Around the World, with Gregg Swain, na-
tionally-known Mah Jongg teacher, author 
and historian. Swain will talk about the or-
igins of different sets and give mah jongg 
tips on the new card.

Swain grew up in New York City, where 
she developed her love of all kinds of art, 
from Impressionist paintings to contempo-
rary art to photography. After majoring in 
art history, she earned a doctorate in clini-
cal psychology. 

She enjoys studying the often cryptic 
art found on vintage Mah Jongg sets and 
accessories, attempting to understand 
what the craftsmen intended to convey in 
the details of their images. Because all Mah 
Jongg records were destroyed in the times 

of the Cultural Revolution in China, lit-
tle is known on who the craftsmen were, 
or their intentions. Swain hopes to honor 
their legacy by bringing their art back into 
the light for all to enjoy.

Much of her research and some inter-
pretations of Mah Jongg images can be 
seen on her blog www.mahjongtreasures.
com. More about the book can be found 
at www.mahjonggtheartofthegame.com.

The event is chaired by Michelle Tish-
ler, a Gordon JCC member who inherited 
her love of the game from her mother, who 
played with her grandmother and aunts. 
She grew up listening to the clicking of 
tiles as they were mixed on the table and 
the laughter rising from the living room. 
She has been playing for the last 20 years 
off and on between raising four kids. 

To Tishler, who teaches beginner and 
intermediate classes at the JCC, Mah Jongg 
is more than a game, it is about the friends 
you make and the fun you have together. 
She began teaching when asked by friends 
and she truly enjoys spreading the love of 
the game and watching others get such 
pleasure from the tiles. She owns several 
cherished Mah Jongg sets which were in-
herited from her grandmother and moth-
er. The memories attached to those sets are 
priceless and she loves playing with them. 

Tickets are $36, and include a catered 
lunch, coffee and pastries, and game time 
with your friends. Need a group? Want a 
seat at the Beginner’s Table? Contact Alex 
at alex@nashvillejcc.org (615) 354-1623. 

To purchase tickets online, go to 
https://jccmahjongg.eventbrite.com. 

name ahead of the Weinman interview.
Hadassah scaled back operations af-

ter the Madoff scandal blew open in late 
2008, and eventually shut its Washington 
office, among other measures. In 2011, 
Hadassah returned $45 million to other 
investors, just under half its earnings un-
der the fraudulent scheme, which paid 
early investors from money garnered from 
more recent investors instead of from actu-
al earnings on the investments.

Madoff was sentenced to 150 years in 
prison for his crimes.

Jewish lawmakers from both parties 
told JTA that they were pleased to see Ha-
dassah back in business.

“Its advocacy is unmatched and it’s 
an honor to work with its members on 
important legislation, such as the Never 
Again Education Act, to combat anti-Sem-
itism through Holocaust education, and 
the Peace and Tolerance in Palestinian Ed-
ucation Act, bipartisan legislation I intro-
duced with Rep. Brad Sherman,” said Rep. 
Lee Zeldin, R-N.Y.

Sen. Jacky Rosen, D-Nev., the lead 
sponsor of the Never Again act in the 
Senate, told JTA: “I’m working with faith-
based organizations like Hadassah on im-
portant policies like the Never Again Ed-
ucation Act because we must educate our 
students on the important lessons of the 
Holocaust.”
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The Gordon Jewish Community Cen-
ter’s September Galleries will feature the 
work of Joe Swing, Lily Hansen’s group 
show, Sandra Vanderpool and Tammy 
O’Connor.

The Janet Levine March Gallery will 
feature author Lily Hansen’s collective 
show, “Word of Mouth: Nashville Con-
versations.” The multimedia conversation 
and portrait photography series captures 
the zeitgeist that is Music City. Hansen 
selected artists who could personify her 
subjects through their chosen media. The 
common denominator between photogra-
pher Ron Manville, visual artist Stephen 
Watkins and sculptor Carolyn Boutwell 
is that they are all experts at capturing the 
human condition. Each visual narrative 
speaks to what makes Nashville so appeal-
ing to natives, visitors, and transplants — 
its community. 

The Janet Levine March Gallery will 
also feature the work of Tammy O’Con-
nor, a fine art glass artist. For this exhibit 
she uses the medium to portray her love 
of storytelling. Her glass pieces have been 
both large and small, adorning church-
es, residences and businesses. They are 
inspired by the people and the powerful 
force of love in her life.

The JLGM2 Gallery will feature the 
work of Joe Swing. Swing’s art explores the 
creative world, experimenting with pen-
cil, charcoal, oil painting, pottery, stained 
glass and woodworking. His latest body of 
work is comprised of carefully cut, painted 

and arranged pieces of wood that capture 
depth, playfulness, precision and freedom.

The Sig Held Gallery will feature the 
work of Sandra Vanderpool. She began 
her work as a contemporary realism fine 
art painter following a 20-year career as a 
graphic designer. Her work strives to evoke 
a feeling of tranquility through color har-
mony.

The exhibition runs from Sept. 3 to 30.
The reception for the artists is on Sept. 

11 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Gordon 
JCC. There will be music by DJ Joseph, 
along with complimentary food and bev-
erage. The event is free and open to the 
public. For more information, contact the 
GJCC at (615) 354-1699, Curator Carrie 
Mills at carrie@nashvillejcc.org, or go to 
www.nashvillejcc.org. 

 

Joe Swing’s Twelve Tribes of Israel

Cool Breeze

September exhibits 
feature art about Nashville

As the outdoor pools close for the sea-
son, the Gordon Jewish Community Cen-
ter invites all local canine companions to 
come take a swim between 1 and 4 p.m. 
on Sept. 8, during the annual Doggie Dip.

Large dogs are welcome between 1 
and 1:45 p.m., dogs of all sizes are from 
2 to 2:45 p.m., and small dogs can splash 
between 3 and 3:45 p.m. There will be 
pet-centric vendors, a doggie photo booth, 

and tons of fun! 
Rabbi Joshua Kullock will offer his 

blessing of the dogs at 2:30 p.m. Cost is 
$15 for the first dog, $5 for canine siblings.

Head over to nashvillejcc.org/dogs to 
purchase tickets and fill out pets’ forms. 
Fill out registration forms in advance and 
be entered in the door prize drawing!

Note that all dogs must be up to date 
on their vaccines to attend event. 

Doggie Dip: JCC throwing 
four-legged pool party
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Your Nashville Symphony  
Live at the Schermerhorn

615.687.6400 
NashvilleSymphony.org 

The Righteous Brothers, Jack Hanna and  
Boyz II Men presented without orchestra.

september 12 to 14
5

O P E N I N G  W E E K E N D

Tchaikovsky’s  
Fifth  

september 15

september 27 & 28

BEYOND THE SCORE®: 
SHOSTAKOVICH’S 

FOURTH 
 IS MUSIC DANGEROUS?

october 3 to 5 october 5 at 11 am

HALLOWEEN  
at  HOGWARTS
HALLOWEEN  
at  HOGWARTS

october 10 & 11

september 29

october 6

WITH SUPPORT FROMPOPS SERIES PARTNER
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Team 615: One for the Record Books
Nashville delegation to JCC Maccabi Games in Atlanta breaks new ground while winning medals
By SKYLAR HAAS

Picture yourself walking into an arena 
alongside hundreds of teens from all over 
the world, giving high fives to the scream-
ing fans and spectators on the aisles. You 
are surrounded by supportive coaches, 
delegation heads and committee members 
that worked together in unison to create 
the unforgettable experience on which you 
are about to embark. How do you feel? 
Empowered? Alive? Ready? When team 
Nashville arrived in Atlanta for the 2019 
JCC Maccabi Games, they walked in ready. 
Ready to compete and ready to play, but 
most of all, proud to represent the Nash-
ville Jewish community. 

The 615 Boys, our boys 16U Flag Foot-
ball team, coached by Afshin Yazdian, 
went 5-2 in the tournament, winning the 
silver medal out of 11 teams. For some 
of them, this was their third year playing 
alongside each other, and they came ready 
to bring it. Russ Petty, a third year Maccabi 
Flag Football participant, said “After three 
years of participating in the JCC Macca-
bi Games I’ve made new friends from all 
over, created unforgettable memories, and 
had the opportunity to represent the Jew-
ish community of Nashville while doing 
what I love, playing sports.”

The JCC Maccabi Games offers an in-
credible opportunity for teens who come 
from smaller Jewish communities and are 
unable to fill a full team for a team sport. 
The mixed team experience is a unique 
one in that the teens arrive at the Macca-
bi games, meet their teammates, and for 
some of them, their coach for the first 
time, and just play. It allows for teens to 
bond over their love for the game and cre-
ate relationships with Jewish teens from 
across the country. 

Nashville had the opportunity to team 
up with teens from Omaha, Tampa and St. 
Louis to form a second flag football team, 
led by Coach Adam Mittelberg. Our lone 
volleyball player, Iris Hanai, played along-
side a team of girls from St. Louis and had 
the incredible experience of learning from 
a coach who could foster her passion for 
the game, and she made new friends that 
she could see for years to come. 

For the first time ever, Team Nashville 
had teens represented in Bowling, and 
Track and Field. Bringing home eight 
Track and Field golds, Holly Schreiber 
swept every event that she participated 
in. Holly was the first-ever female to com-
pete in the JCC Maccabi Games 14U Pole 
Vault event, setting the record for future 

Maccabi Track and Field participants. She 
also had the opportunity to join in with 
athletes from other delegations to form 
teams for relays and team events. 

The same goes for Leia Miller, our 
bowler, who brought home two gold med-
als, one individual and one in the doubles 
event, after meeting her partner less than 
24 hours before. 

Our swim team, led by Coach Daniel 
Christmas, brought home a total of eight 
medals. The swimmers participated in in-
dividual events and team relays grouped 
with teens from all over the country. They 
not only walked away meeting new people 
but also with new teammates they are excit-
ed to relay with next year. 

The JCC Maccabi Games offers some-
thing to Jewish teens beyond sports. It 
opens doors to new faces, coaches, men-
tors and lifelong friends, all through the 
common love for the game and a little bit 
of friendly competition. There is nothing 
more powerful than teamwork. On and 
off the field, in or out of the water, our 
teens walked away better team players and 
a better teammate. We’re already filling the 
roster for 2020 in San Diego!

Skylar Haas was the Team Nashville Dele-
gation Head to the JCC Maccabi Games.
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Swimming 14U
(Medals in bold)

Celia Wiston
Girls 50 Free (12) 32.64
Girls 50 Fly (20) 49.46
Girls 50 Breast (18) 48.36

Girls 100 Free (18) 1:17.63
Girls 100 Back (8) 1:29.53
Girls 200 Breast (6) 3:46.21
Girls 400 Medley Relay (3) 
5:49.54
Girls 400 Free Relay (3) 
5:05.51

Sydney Johnson
Girls 50 Free (27) 39.25
Girls 100 Free (26) 1:29.69
Girls 200 Free Relay (2) 
2:21.26
Girls 400 Free Relay (4) 5:06.52

Leo Wiston
Boys 50 Free (4) 26.92
Boys 50 Fly (6) 33.86
Boys 50 Breast (5) 37.56
Boys 100 Free (4) 1:00.23
Boys 100 Back (2) 1:18.58
Boys 200 Free (4) 2:12.04
Boys 200 Breast (2) 3:02.73
Boys 200 Back (4) 2:47.88
Boys 500 Free (4) 6:09.67
Boys 400 Medley Relay (3) 
5:14.80
Mixed 200 Free Relay (2) 
1:53.20

Flag Football
Nashville 26, Atlanta Blue 22
Nashville 33, Orange County/Long Beach 20

Atlanta Red 46, Nashville 19
Nashville 46, Atlanta White 12
L.A. West/Denver/San Diego/Phoenix 34, 

Nashville 12
Playoff: Nashville 21, Dallas 15
Gold: Atlanta Blue 36, Nashville 25

Combined Team
Nashville/St. Louis/Tampa/

Omaha
Atlanta Blue 32, Nashville Combined 6
Atlanta White 45, Nashville Combined 25
L.A. West/Denver/San Diego/Phoenix 47, 

Nashville Combined 13
Houston 40, Nashville Combined 20
Cleveland 48, Nashville Combined 18

Volleyball:
Nashville/Birmingham/St. Lou-

is/Cleveland
Nashville Combined tied Atlanta Red, 25-19, 

17-25
Nashville Combined beat Atlanta White, 25-

17, 25-20
Nashville Combined beat Dallas/Memphis/

Denver, 26-24, 25-12
Nashville Combined lost to Israel Blue, 25-8, 

25-11
Nashville Combined lost to Israel White, 

25-19, 25-21

Bowling
In female 12-14 bowling, Leia Miller won 
the gold for top individual game score, 139, 
easily outpacing the silver medalist’s 110. The 
doubles result, where she also won gold, was 
not posted.

Track and Field — 14U
Holly Schreiber
(Gold medal in each event, results from two 
others were not posted)
100 Meter Dash — 13.90
200 Meter Dash — 29.32
400 Meter Dash — 1:10.73
Long Jump — 13-10.0
High Jump — 4-04.0
Triple Jump — 20-02.0
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With gratitude  
for the many years  
of love and support  
from our Nashville  
Jewish Community!

Happy New Year to All!

Carrie and Garrett Mills

Wishing you and 
your loved ones 
a healthy and 

happy New Year. 
Bobbie and Alex Limor

and family

Have a Happy  
and Healthy New Year
Sy, Alyssa and Michelle Trachtman

Le-Shanah 
Tovah Tikatevu

Moshe and Libby Werthan

K E E P  C A L M
and have a 

S H A N A  T O V A  U ’ M E T U K A H
Rabbi Yitzchok and Esther, 

Berel, Tzivi, Mushka and Meni,  
Bassie and Chaim,  

Levi, Chana and Sarah Teichtel

HAPPY NEW YEAR          5780
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Have a Healthy, 
Happy New Year!

Meryl and Keith 
Kraft

Wishing all our Friends 
in the Community  

a Happy and Healthy  
New Year

Steven, Esther, Evan and 
Carolyn, Jordan Remer

Wishing our  
Nashville Jewish community  

a happy, sweet, and 
peaceful 5780

L’shana tova u’metuka!

Cantor Tracy Fishbein
Glenn Turtel

Anna and Joshua

Shana Tova!
Gene and Reva Heller

May 
y’all 

be  
inscribed!  

Rabbis Flip & Laurie Rice
of Congregation Micah

Rabbi Mark and 
Harriet Schiftan, and 

our children  
Ari, Sarah Rose, and 

Jacob Shiftan  
wish each and every 
one of you a happy, 

healthy, and peaceful 
New Year.
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On behalf of The Board of Directors and 
Staff at the Jewish Federation and Jewish 

Foundation of Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee, we wish you and your loved 

ones a happy and sweet New Year!

Steven Hirsch, President
Eric Stillman, Executive Director 
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Wishing You and 
Your Loved Ones 
a Healthy and 
Happy New Year

Carolyn, Larry,  
and Mark Levine
Samson and Tzipora March

We wish the Nashville Community  
a Very Happy and Healthy New Year.

May we all keep working together  
for a continued strong and vibrant  
Jewish community life in Nashville.

The Amsels
The Hanais
The Kogans

Have a Happy  
and Healthy  

New Year!

Marcia & Lee Stewart
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Chabad of Nashville
95 Bellevue Road, (615) 646-5750
www.chabadnashville.com 
No membership or ticket required • Hebrew and English 
prayer books • Warm and friendly atmosphere • Insights 
and stories by the Rabbi • No background or affiliation 
necessary • World renowned cantor • Special children’s 

program • Family friendly environment

Saturday, Sept. 21
11:30 p.m. Farbrengen, followed by joint Selichot Ser-

vices with Sherith Israel at Beit Tefillah - Chabad

Sunday, Sept. 29 – First Night of Rosh Hashanah
6:30 p.m. Candle Lighting and Service to welcome the 

New Year
7:30 p.m. New Year’s Eve Dinner (Dinner reservations 

required: please visit www.chabadnashville.com)

Monday, Sept. 30 – First Day of Rosh Hashanah
9 a.m. Morning Service
10:45-11:30 a.m. Children’s Service
11:45 a.m. Shofar Sounding
12:30 p.m. Mussaf
5:45 p.m. Tashlich at Percy Warner Park
7:11 p.m. Earliest time to light candles

Tuesday, Oct. 1 – Second Day of Rosh Hashanah
9 a.m. Morning Service
10:45-11:30 a.m. Children’s Service
11:45 a.m. Shofar Sounding
12:30 p.m. Mussaf
7:09 p.m. Holiday ends 

Saturday, Oct. 6 – Shabbat Shuva
9:30 a.m. Morning Service
7:03 p.m. Shabbat ends

Tuesday, Oct. 8 – Yom Kippur Eve
6 p.m. Kol Nidrei and Light Yom Kippur candles

Wednesday, Oct. 9 – Yom Kippur Day
9:30 a.m. Morning Service
10:45-11:30 a.m. Children’s Service
11:45 a.m. Yizkor Memorial Service
12:15 p.m. Mussaf
4:45 p.m. Mincha Service
5:45 p.m. Ne’ilah Closing Service
6:58 p.m. Havdalah Service and “Kamen Break the Fast”

All services will take place at Congregation Beit Tefilah 
Chabad. To RSVP or for more information please call 
(615) 646-5750, Rabbi@chabadnashville.com or www.
chabadnashville.com.

Congregation Micah
2001 Old Hickory Boulevard, (615) 377-9799
www.congregationmicah.org

Friday, Sept. 20 – Selichot ”Begin Reflecting”
6 p.m. Evening Service followed by a potluck dinner

Saturday, Sept. 21 – Selichot
9:15 a.m. Exploring the Sacred Texts of the Season

Sunday, Sept. 29 – Erev Rosh Hashanah “Welcome 
the New Year”
7:30 p.m. Evening Service

Monday, Sept. 30 – Rosh Hashanah “Share the Story”
10 a.m. Morning Service with Blessing of the Newborns
3:30 p.m. Family Service
4:15 p.m. Birthday Party for the World and Tashlich

Friday, Oct. 4 – Shabbat Shuvah “Return to Our Purpose”
6 p.m. Evening Service

Saturday, Oct. 5 – Shabbat Shuvah
10:30 a.m. Cemetery Service

Tuesday, Oct. 8 – Erev Yom Kippur “Make Amends”
7:30 p.m. Kol Nidrei Evening Service

Wednesday, Oct. 9 – Yom Kippur “Practice Kindness”
10 a.m. Morning Service
1 p.m. Young Family Service (Birth - 4th Grade)
2 p.m. Healing Service
2 p.m. Schmooze & Views: Talk Politics
2 p.m. Memorial Garden Tour - Meet in Garden
3:30 p.m. Panel Discussion: What Does It Mean to 

Remember?
4 p.m. “Sorry, Not Sorry.” Service for 5th to 8th Grad-

ers
5 p.m. Yizkor Memorial Service and Neilah

Friday, Oct. 18 — Sukkot/Simchat Torah “Wrap Up 
The Season”
5:30 p.m. Wine-Down
6 p.m. Shabbat Service, Sanctuary
7 p.m. Potluck Dinner, Sukkah Decorating and Bonfire

Congregation Sherith Israel
3600 West End Avenue, (615) 292-6614
www.sherithisrael.com

Saturday, Sept. 21
11:30 p.m. Farbrengen, followed by joint Selichot Ser-

vices at Beit Tefillah - Chabad

Sunday, Sept. 22
9:30 am Memorial Service (Lucas Chapel)

Sunday, Sept. 29 – First Night of Rosh Hashanah
6:16 p.m. Candle Lighting
6:20 p.m. Evening Service

Monday, Sept. 30 – First Day of Rosh Hashanah
8 a.m. Preliminary Service
9:30 a.m. Torah Reading
10:15 a.m. Rabbi’s Address/Shofar
10:40 a.m. Musaf
12:45 p.m. Lunch (Reservations Required).

Catered by Bobbie Limor. Reservations are $30 for 
adults, $18 for ages 5 to 12, $99 maximum for family. 
Prices are set to cover costs and not make a profit. If 
needed, mention the code word “Kehilla” when mak-
ing your reservation for a discount. Reserve by Sept. 
21 with Janet, 292-6614 or csi3600@comcast.net.

2:45 p.m. Tashlich at Richland Creek.
6:15 p.m. Mincha
7:11 p.m. Maariv/Candle Lighting

Tuesday, Oct. 1 – Second Day of Rosh Hashanah
8 a.m. Preliminary Services
9:40 a.m. Torah Reading
10:20 a.m. Rabbi’s Address/Shofar
10:40 a.m. Musaf
6:15 p.m. Mincha
7:10 p.m. Maariv/Havdallah

Wednesday, October 2 — Fast of Gedalia
5:23 a.m. Fast Begins
6:10 a.m. Selichot and Shacharit
6 p.m. Mincha
6:52 p.m. Fast ends

Tuesday, Oct. 8 – Yom Kippur Eve
6:30 a.m. Shacharit
3 p.m. Mincha
6:03 p.m. Candle Lighting
6:05 p.m. Kol Nidre

Wednesday, Oct. 9 – Yom Kippur Day 
8:30 a.m. Shacharit
10:50 a.m. Torah Reading
11:30 a.m. Rabbi’s Address
11:45 a.m. Yizkor
12:10 p.m. Musaf
4:30 p.m. Mincha
5:30 p.m. Neilah
6:56 p.m. Shofar followed by Break-Fast.

Break-Fast hosted by CSI Sisterhood, Jay and Linda 
Amsel, Zvi and Diane Manas, and Steve and Gay 
Eisten, in memory of Boris and Maria Garber.

Friday, Oct. 18 – Shabbat Chol HaMoed Sukkot
Sukkot dinner, catered by Sova. Reservations are $18 
for adults, $10 for kids, $60 family maximum. Reserve 
with Janet in the office by Oct. 10. Dinner will be in 
lieu of Abraham and Sarah’s Tent.

Monday, Oct. 21 – Shemini Atzeret
9 a.m. Shacharit and Yizkor
6:25 p.m. Mincha
6:43 p.m. Candle-lighting
7:00 p.m. Maariv, Hakafot, and Sisterhood Supper

Tuesday, Oct. 22 – Simchat Torah
9 a.m. Shacharit
10 a.m. Hakafot, Aliyot, and Women’s Torah Service
6:25 pm Mincha
6:42 pm Maariv and Havdallah

The Temple
5015 Harding Road, (615) 352-7620
www.templenashville.org

Saturday, Sep. 21 — Selichot
6 p.m. Selichot Program

Join Rabbi Schiftan and Cantor Fishbein for a Selichot 
Sunset Cruise, a relaxing trip down one of Tennes-
see’s best known rivers. Space is limited and reserva-
tions are required. Contact Mitzie for more informa-
tion or to reserve your spot at (615) 352-7620 or 
mitzie@templenashville.org.

Sunday, Sept. 29 — Erev Rosh Hashanah
7:30 p.m. Erev Rosh Hashanah Service

Monday, Sept. 30 — Rosh Hashanah
9 a.m. Family Service 
9 a.m. Tot Yom Tov
10:30 a.m. Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Youth Program (K to 5th grade)
12:45 p.m. Rosh Hashanah Reception
1 p.m. Tashlich at the Creek

Friday, Oct. 4 — Shabbat Shuvah
6 p.m. Shabbat Shuvah

Sunday, Oct. 6
2 p.m. Memorial Service at The Temple Cemetery

Tuesday, Oct. 8 — Erev Yom Kippur
7:30 p.m. Kol Nidre Service

Wednesday, Oct. 9 — Yom Kippur
9 a.m. Family Service
9 a.m. Tot Yom Tov
10:30 a.m. Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Youth Program (K to 5th grade)
12:45 p.m. Congregants Hour 
2 p.m. Afternoon Service 
3:15 p.m. Study Hour 
4:15 p.m. Yizkor and Concluding Service.

Break Fast will follow at The Temple, RSVP to erin@
templenashville.org. Young Adult Break Fast will 
follow, RSVP to rabbishulman@templenashville.org. 
Reservations are required. 

Friday, Oct. 25 — Simchat Torah
6 p.m. Service, followed by festive oneg.
 

West End Synagogue
3810 West End Avenue, (615) 269-4592
www.westendsyn.org

Our Doors Are Open To All

Sunday, Sept. 29 – First Night of Rosh Hashanah
6 p.m. Service. Rabbi’s Sermon, 6:30 p.m., services end 

appx. 7 p.m.

Monday, Sept. 30 – First Day of Rosh Hashanah
9 a.m. Morning Service
10:15 a.m. Blessing of Babies Born in the Last Year
11 a.m. Rabbi’s Sermon, Family Service Follows.
Services end appx. 1 p.m.
4:45 p.m. Tashlich and Mincha.

Join us for the three-block walk from WES to the 
creek at 4:45 p.m. Mincha Service will follow back at 
the synagogue.

Tuesday, Oct. 1 – Second Day of Rosh Hashanah
9 a.m. Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Rabbi’s Sermon, Youth Service Follows.
Services end appx. 12:30 p.m.

Saturday, Oct. 6 – Shabbat Shuva
9:30 a.m. Morning Service
7:03 p.m. Shabbat ends

Tuesday, Oct. 8 – Yom Kippur Eve
5:45 p.m. Kol Nidrei 
7:30 p.m. Rabbi’s Sermon.
Service ends appx. 8 p.m.

Wednesday, Oct. 9 – Yom Kippur Day 
9:30 a.m. Morning Service
10:30 a.m. Family and Children’s Service
11:30 a.m. Rabbi’s Sermon, followed by Yizkor
1:30 p.m. (appx.) Break
4:45 p.m. Mincha Service
5:45 p.m. Ne’ilah with open ark for personal prayers
6:58 p.m. Havdalah Ramah Style, sounding of the Shofar.

Community Break-Fast follows, sponsored by the 
Sisterhood and Men’s Club. No charge, but reserve 
by emailing office@westendsyn.org.

 

High Holy Days 5780 Services Schedule
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Shana Tova  
to the 

Nashville Community

Stu and Judy Ginsberg
Eric Ginsberg  

and Chris Andrews

Rosh Hashanah  
Greetings

Jill and Dan Eisenstein

5780
Have a Happy and  
Healthy New Year

Raymond, Nancy, Seth,  
Ian, Alli, and Hershey Jacobs

May this  
New Year bring 

hope, happiness, and 
blessings to all.

Meital, Abi, Lara,  
Jess & Rabbi Joshua Kullock

Yedid, Ravital, Amalia, 
Cole, Daniella, and  

Rabbi Saul  
wish our entire 

community a sweet, 
happy, and healthy  

New Year.

Have a Happy  
& Healthy  

New Year!
Beth, Tommy, TJ, and 

Kayla Ducklo

Wishing you a year of health,  
blessings, and peace.

Shana Tovah  
u’Metukah!

Rabbi Shana & James Mackler
Hannah & Sylvie

Happy  
New Year!

Jamie, Alison and Chuck,
Andrea, Kevin, Brayden

and Leo, Leslie,  
and Howard Kischner

Shana Tova Umetukah

...for a Good 
and Sweet Year

May the shofar call in  
new levels of goodness and sweetness  

to you and yours; may the 
relationships in your life blossom,  

and may you find new levels of 
meaning and purpose  

so that every day you can appreciate 
G-d’s desire for you to be you. 

The Rohr Chabad House 
 at Vanderbilt University 

Rabbi Shlomo and Nechama Rothstein 

With best wishes  for a happy  
and healthy 

new year!
Cantor George Lieberman
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Rosh Bash Celebrating 
10th New Year

Last year’s Rosh Bash

One of the biggest Nashville Jewish 
young adult events of the year celebrates its 
10th anniversary, as the Rosh Bash takes 
over The Hall inside Ole Red on Sept. 28, 
from 8 to 11 p.m.

Carolyn Hecklin Hyatt, the Federa-
tion’s community engagement associate, 
said Rosh Bash is “a great kickoff to a year 
of great events.” 

Organizers hope to attract a lot of lo-
cals and people who are coming in to town 
for the holidays with their families, espe-
cially since it is the Saturday night before a 
Sunday evening holiday.

For newcomers, “it’s a great way to see 
what the Nashville Jewish community is all 
about,” Hyatt said. 

For natives of Nashville who are back 
for the holidays, “it’s a really wonderful 
experience for them to see Nashville has 
a thriving young Jewish population that 
wants to be involved and see their commu-
nity continue.”

The idea came three years after Nash-
ville native Evan Remer moved to Atlan-
ta. With a Jewish community of well over 
100,000, “it was less a matter of ‘is there 
something going on tonight’ but rather 
‘which event should I go to’.” He was en-
joying “all of the rich programming and 
events that the Atlanta Jewish communi-
ty had to offer for young adults,” but also 
kept tabs on activities in Nashville through 
friends, family and reading the Observer.

While visiting during the summer of 
2010, he ran into an old friend from JCC 
pre-school days, Laura Shmerling, who 
had recently returned to Nashville. They 
started discussing the state of cultural and 
social events for Jewish young adults in the 
community. “While we agreed that efforts 
were under way — Vanderbilt University 

Hillel and The Temple both had burgeon-
ing grad and young professional groups — 
we both knew that there was potential for 
something much bigger,” he said.

That summer, he called, emailed, tex-
ted and messaged “everyone I knew, le-
veraging my experience as a former Hillel 
staff member and my relationships with 
Federation and Vanderbilt Hillel staff, our 
community’s rabbis, and most importantly 
a vast network of friends and other com-
munity leaders to execute this event.”

Credit also goes to Ben and Max Gold-
berg of Strategic Hospitality, who had just 
completed restoration of the historic Mer-
chants restaurant on Broadway. Remer 
said they “understood my vision for this 
event and were thrilled to host the inaugu-
ral Rosh Bash at their newest restaurant.”

Remer considers the success of Rosh 
Bash as an important developmental step 
to the community’s current young adult 
programming. “This event really helped 
the Federation to set the stage for a sig-
nificant financial investment in program-
ming and activities targeting Jewish young 
adults, eventually becoming what we now 
know as NowGen,” he said. “Thanks to 
the Federation and NowGen staff as well 
as our young adult leadership, Rosh Bash 
and the Nashville Jewish community have 
come a long way in the last 10 years.”

This year, the event is sponsored by 
Reliant Bank, The Pargh Team, Steven R. 
Hecklin DMD and the Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee.

Tickets are $25 in advance, $20 for 
students. Admission includes heavy hors 
d’oeuvres and one drink ticket, music and 
mingling. Tickets may be purchased online 
at nowgennashville.org.

Advertise in 
the  Observer

Phone Carrie Mills (615) 354-1699 
or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org
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and Services Around Music City
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Olifecycles

CLASSIFIED ADS

PET CARE

In-Home Pet Care by Noah Rosenblum
Bellevue, Belle Meade, Hillwood
Over 8 Years Experience
NMRosenblum@gmail.com, (615) 491-8731

Obituaries
Morton M. Cooper 

Morton M. Cooper, 89, died on July 30. He is survived 
by wife, Hannah; sons, Michael (Lauren), Gary (Terry); 
grandchildren, Emily Davis (Corry), Seth (Erin), and Brent 
(Danielle); great-grandchildren, Ellie, Avery, and William 
Cooper Davis; numerous nieces, nephews, great-nephews 
and nieces, and great-great nephews. 

The funeral was held on Aug, 2 at The Temple, followed 
by burial at The Temple Cemetery, and a shiva minyan was 
held on Aug. 4. In lieu of flowers, memorial contributions 
may be made to Temple.

Joyce Marshall Wolff 
Joyce Marshall Wolff, 72, died on Aug. 2. She is survived 

by her husband, Ron Wolff; her children, Debby (Stuart) 
Wiston, Justin (Rachel) Wolff, and Gideon Wolff; grand-
children, Leo, Celia, Zev and Maytal Wiston and Mckensi 
and Jakob Wolff. Joyce is also survived by a brother, Jimmy 
Marshall, and two sisters, Ramona (Richard) Morris and 
Bonnie (Vonda) Berger.

The funeral was held at West End Synagogue on Aug. 4, 
followed by burial at WES Cemetery. Shiva minyanim were 
held at the Wiston home.

Robert Abraham Eagle 
Robert Abraham Eagle died on Aug. 8. He was the fa-

ther of Susan Eagle (Franz Baudenbacher), and grandfather 
of Luis and Joey Eagle. The funeral was held on Aug. 11 at 
WES Cemetery.

Tristan Numbers 
Tristan Numbers, 16, died on Aug. 13. He was first diag-

nosed with cancer at age 4. After reaching five years without 
a relapse last fall, he entered Father Ryan High School as 
a freshman, but soon was diagnosed with a brain tumor. 
He is survived by his mother, Natalie-Chantal Levy-Sousan; 
siblings Naomi, Cedric and Adrienne, and extended fami-
ly. A memorial service was held at Congregation Micah on 
Aug. 19, with a graveside service following. Memorials can 
be made to Friends of Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital, Give 
Kids the World and Congregation Micah.

Simon Riss 
Simon Riss died on Aug. 15. He is survived by wife Nan-

cy; sons Adam and David; and extended family. A memorial 
service was held at Congregation Micah on Aug. 18, with a 
graveside service following. Memorials can be made to Con-
gregation Micah.

Gilbert S. Fox 
Gilbert S. Fox, 98, died on Aug. 17. A life-long Nashvil-

lian, he was the beloved and devoted husband of the late 
Lois Kuhn Fox with whom he enjoyed 70 wonderful years of 
marriage. He was the proud father of sons Gilbert S. Fox III 
(Joyce) of Nashville; Lee K. Fox (Rosalie) of Dorset, Vt.; and 
Kenneth H. Fox (Laurel) of Charleston, S.C. He leaves ador-
ing grandchildren Jenifer Fox Romps (Dennis) of Leesburg, 
Va.; Dana Fox of Denver, Col.; Karen Fox Elwell (Kenneth) 
of Littleton, Col.; Daniel Fox (Iraina) of San Francisco, Ca-
lif.; Nathaniel Fox (Gabriela) of San Francisco, Calif., and 
Hilary Fox of N. Hollywood, Calif. He is also survived by 
great-grandchildren Jason Romps, Zac Romps, and Domi-
nic Elwell as well as many nieces and nephews. In addition 
to his parents, Natelle (Hirsch) and Gilbert J. Fox, he was 
predeceased by his brother George J. Fox.

Born on Dec. 31, 1920, Gil attended public elementary 
schools and Duncan Preparatory High School in Nashville. 
He graduated with a B.A. from Vanderbilt University in 
1942 and, having earlier volunteered for the U.S. Navy, im-
mediately entered Midshipman School at Notre Dame and 
Columbia University, earning the rank of Ensign and then 
teaching navigation to new naval students. As a member 
of “The Greatest Generation”, Gil was assigned to a new-

B’nai Mitzvah
Saul Mikkelson Sharfstein

Saul Mikkelson Sharfstein will 
become Bar Mitzvah at The Tem-
ple on Sept. 7 at 11 a.m.

Saul was born on August 6, 
2006, in Boston, Mass. He is the 
son of Ann Mikkelson and Daniel 
Sharfstein. His grandparents are 
Margaret and Steven Sharfstein 
of Baltimore, Md., and Mary and 
(the late) Curtis Mikkelson of Se-
attle, Wash.

For his mitzvah project, Saul 
has been volunteering with a community group that pro-
vides aid to immigrant families traveling through Nash-
ville. In addition to distributing food and water, Saul or-
ganized a toy drive to benefit the many children he meets 
every week.

Saul is in the 7th grade at University School of Nash-
ville and enjoys reading, running, hiking and exploring, 
playing soccer, and playing guitar and clarinet. 

Ansley Evans
Ansley Evans will become Bat 

Mitzvah at Congregation Micah 
on Sept. 14 at 10:30 a.m.

Ansley is the daughter of 
Christina and Todd Evans, and 
the little sister of Morgan and 
Jackson. She is the granddaughter 
of Anne and Lawrence Evans of 
Nashville, and the late Elizabeth 
DiGiovanni and the late Leonard 
DiGiovanni. 

Ansley is a former Akiva 
School student and currently a 7th grader at Universi-
ty School of Nashville. Ansley is an avid dancer and has 
danced and performed for the past several years with 
Grassland Dance Academy. When Ansley is not dancing, 
she can be found playing Lacrosse and Basketball for the 
USN Tigers. 

In her free time, Ansley loves spending time with her 
friends and looks forward to her summers at Camp Barney 
Medintz. For her Mitzvah project, Ansley has chosen to 

raise money for the Leukemia Foundation to help support 
finding a cure for this disease. 

Madeleine Spigel
Madeleine Spigel will become 

Bat Mitzvah at The Temple on 
Sept. 14 at 11 a.m.

Madeleine was born on Sept. 
21, 2006, in Nashville. Her par-
ents are Marc and Amy Spigel. 
Madeleine’s grandparents are 
Debbie Legato of Milwaukee, 
Wisc; Stuart and Sharon Spigel of 
Highlands, N.C.; and Larry and 
Barbara Speller of Nashville. 

For her mitzvah project, Madeleine will be volunteer-
ing her time as a friend of Warner Parks and assist in the 
Harpeth River Clean Up. She will also donate a portion of 
her mitzvah money to the Second Harvest Food Bank of 
Middle Tennessee.

Madeleine is in the 7th grade at Grassland Middle 
School. She enjoys dancing on her competition dance 
team, reading, traveling, and going to camp.

Leeds Asher Nahmias
Leeds Asher Nahmias will be-

come Bar Mitzvah at West End 
Synagogue on Sept. 21 at 9:30 
a.m.

Leeds is the son of Sandy 
and Evan Nahmias and brother 
to Noah and Elliott. He is the 
grandson of Linda Nahmias of 
Memphis; Ronnie and Wendy 
Nahmias of Fort Collins, Col.; 
and Susan and John (Z”L) Price 
of The Villages, Fla.

Leeds is an avid sportsman, friend, and 7th grader at 
Montgomery Bell Academy where he will cram-in crew, 
soccer, lacrosse and schoolwork. Leeds’ mitzvah project 
honors his great-grandmothers by volunteering at the Bar-
ton House memory care facility. 

Katelyn Jean Romain
Katelyn Jean Romain will be-

come Bat Mitzvah at The Temple 
on Sept. 21 at 11 a.m.

Katelyn was born on Sept. 21, 
2006, in Newport Beach, Calif. 
She is the daughter of Amy and 
Jeremy Romain. Katelyn’s grand-
parents are Ken and Roz Romain 
of Nashville, and Gloria and Tim 
Shumaker of Pagosa Springs, Col.

For her mitzvah project, Kate-
lyn will be volunteering at the 
Humane Society and supplying animals with collected 
donations. She will also be making a donation towards 
charity.

Katelyn is in the 7th grade at Hawkins Middle School 
and her special interests include band, horseback riding, 
and art.

Saul Mikkelson 
Sharfstein

Ansley Evans

Madeleine Spigel

Leeds Asher Nahmias

Katelyn Jean Romain

Continued on page 32
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ly-commissioned LSM (amphibious land-
ing ship medium) as the executive officer 
and later commanding officer, responsible 
for a crew of 53 which delivered tanks to 
many Pacific islands during World War II. 
At Okinawa, his ship was under attack by 
Japanese Kamikazes.

Upon discharge after four years of mil-
itary service, Gil returned to Nashville and 
married Lois, raised three energetic boys, 
and started a lifelong career in business, 
civic engagement, and philanthropy. Work-
ing for his father-in-law Lee Kuhn at Kuhn’s 
Variety Stores, he was instrumental in build-
ing the family business into a large and suc-
cessful chain of 5, 10 and 25 cent stores. In 
1962, Kuhn’s Variety Stores became Big K 
Discount Stores, a leader in bringing dis-
count retailing to the Central South, with 
122 stores in rural communities in Tennes-
see, Kentucky, Georgia, Alabama, Mississip-
pi, Arkansas, Missouri and South Carolina. 
He retired as executive vice president in 
1981 with the sale of Big K to Walmart.

Gil was elected chairman of the Nash-
ville Jewish Welfare Fund Campaign, serv-
ing also as officer and board member of the 
National Jewish Welfare Board; and he was 
actively engaged with a number of Jewish 
historical societies. In addition to numerous 
trips to Israel and participation in national 
organizations that fostered greater under-
standing of the Jewish state and expanded 
Jewish education, he was an engaged lead-
er in the Nashville Jewish community. He 
served as president and board member of 
the Nashville Jewish Community Center. 
He championed major fundraising drives 
and expanded membership through new 
programming and activities. He was also a 
lifetime member of Temple Ohabai Sholom 
where he served in numerous capacities.

With a commitment to the broader 
Nashville community through civic and 
interfaith action, Gil was also involved 
with organizations including the Nashville 
Chamber of Commerce, the United Way, 
the Service Corps of Retired Executives, 
Grassmere Wildlife Center, and Music for 
Seniors. He was even known for grabbing 
his toolbox and heading to the home of 
other seniors who needed household re-
pairs through the Shepard Center’s handy-
man program.

Funeral services were held on Aug. 19 
at The Temple. He was buried next to his 
beloved Lois at Temple Ohabai Sholom’s 
cemetery.

Memorials may be made in Gil’s memo-
ry to Temple Ohabai Sholom, the Gordon 
Jewish Community Center or Music for 
Seniors.

Obituaries
Continued from page 30

On Aug. 7, Gilda’s Club 
Middle Tennessee announced 
the appointment of Harriet 
Schiftan as its president and 
CEO. 

Schiftan, a successful lead-
er in Nashville’s non-profit 
community, will take the reins 
of the 21-year-old cancer sup-
port organization on Sept. 3.

“The Gilda’s Club Middle 
Tennessee team is thrilled to 
welcome Harriet Schiftan as our new lead-
er,” Board Chair Jim Brown said. “Harriet 
has the knowledge, leadership experience 
and understanding of our unique mission 
to build upon our successful track record 

to provide free cancer support 
to those diagnosed and their 
families and friends. She’s a 
great fit for Gilda’s Club as we 
prepare for further growth to 
make sure no Middle Tennes-
sean has to face cancer alone.”

Schiftan has more than 25 
years of non-profit leadership 
experience. Most recently, 
she served the Jewish Federa-
tion and Jewish Foundation 

of Nashville and Middle Tennessee from 
2010 to 2018, where she was associate ex-
ecutive director from 2016 to 2018. At the 
Federation, Schiftan pioneered a national-
ly recognized priority-based program grant 

funding model and developed an innova-
tive grant process program.

She has been a resident of Nashville 
since 1999 and holds a Master of Social 
Work degree from the University of South-
ern California; a Master of Arts degree in 
Jewish Communal Service from Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish Institute of Reli-
gion; and a Bachelor of Arts degree from 
San Diego State University.

Schiftan said, “I am honored and ex-
cited to have been selected to serve as the 
next president and CEO of Gilda’s Club 
Middle Tennessee by an exceptionally ded-
icated, passionate, and mission-focused 
search committee, board of directors and 
professional staff. Gilda’s Club Middle 

Tennessee has a well-earned reputation 
for excellence in cancer support services 
and, as a result, is rapidly growing and ex-
panding. I look forward to building upon 
the successes of my two predecessors, who 
served the organization with distinction. 
I welcome the opportunity to personally 
meet with all those who make the Gilda’s 
mission possible, so together we can en-
sure no one faces cancer alone.”

The Middle Tennessee community will 
have the opportunity to meet Schiftan at 
Gilda’s Club’s Red Door Bash celebration 
and fundraiser at the Omni Nashville Ho-
tel on Oct. 16.

Schiftan named CEO of Gilda’s Club



The Jewish Observer September 2019 33

By LARRY BROOK
Southern Jewish Life magazine

A lacrosse match in 
the world championships 
turned into an unexpect-
ed opportunity for Israel’s 
national team to do some 
good, coordinated by a 
member of Birmingham’s 
Jewish community. Their 
gesture was hailed as an ex-
ample of sportsmanship and 
made headlines worldwide.

The Women’s Lacrosse 
2019 U19 World Champi-
onship was held last month 
in Peterborough, Canada, 
with 22 teams. During the 
Aug. 6 match between Is-
rael and Kenya, which was 
delayed an hour due to rain, 
the team from Kenya kept 
slipping and falling on the 
wet turf, as Israel won, 13-4.

According to the Peter-
borough Examiner, many of 
the Kenyan athletes live “in 
abject poverty in two-bed-
room mud shacks housing 
families of eight,” and they 
had to overcome numerous 
obstacles to even get to the 
tournament, including a government at-
tempt to shut down the team.

Kenya Coach Storm Trentham told Var-
sity, the student newspaper at Cambridge 
University, where she used to coach, that 
“the highlight of coming to camp for some 
of the girls is that they get three meals a day 
for seven days straight.”

The Kenyans had ordered new running 
shoes, but upon arriving in Canada, they 
discovered they were in U.S. sizes and not 
the U.K. sizes they ordered.

Tournament committee member Rose 
Powers and brokers from Exit Realty then 
purchased new running shoes for the girls, 
as they would also be practical for everyday 

use back home.
But running shoes were no match for 

the wet turf.
Birmingham’s Ella Duvdevani, a mem-

ber of Israel’s national team, said “it was 
very noticeable” that the sneaker-wearing 
Kenyans were slipping on the field during 
warmups. She assumed that they would 
change into cleats before the match start-
ed, but they never did.

After the game, the Israeli team had a 
free evening. Parents who were at the tour-
nament took their daughters out to din-
ner, along with teammates whose parents 
were not there. Ella’s father, Michael Du-
vdevani, said they had five team members 
with them, and at one point the conversa-
tion turned to the day’s match.

He commented about the Kenyan ath-
letes sliding around during the match, 
and Israel’s goalie, Lielle Assayag, said “of 
course they were falling, they don’t have 
cleats.”

“That’s crazy,” Duvdevani said.
Duvdevani, founder and CEO of Com-

plete Feet, a pedorthic clinic in Birming-
ham, knows about the need for proper 
footwear. Sitting in the restaurant at 5:20 
p.m., he sent a message on the WhatsApp 
group for the Israeli team parents, relating 
what Assayag had told him. “Who is think-
ing what I am thinking,” he asked, and 
Project Cleats was born. He quickly looked 
up sporting goods stores nearby, finding a 
large store near the team hotel.

He called them and asked if they had 
an ample supply of cleats. They did, but 
could not guarantee they would all be the 
same style or color, but that did not matter.

He contacted the Kenyan coach and co-
ordinated donations from the Israeli team 
parents to purchase the cleats for the Ken-
yan athletes. By 9 p.m., they had new cleats 
for everyone on Kenya’s team.

But before the Israeli parents could get 
the cleats, more information was needed — 
the correct sizes. The Kenya coaches quick-
ly planned an evening activity for their 

Making of a Mitzvah
The Story of Israel Lacrosse’s Project Cleats for Kenya’s Team

Franklin Pargh 
part of Israel 
Lacrosse growth

As lacrosse continues to grow in 
Israel, there is a Nashville connection.

In March 2016, Franklin Pargh 
wore the uniform of Israel’s national 
team at the European Box Lacrosse 
International competition in Prague. A 
forward, he had a goal and five assists 
in three games. He also played for Is-
rael in 2018 and 2019, with the 2018 
team winning the Ales Hrebesky Me-
morial tournament in Prague.

He learned to play lacrosse at a 
boarding school in New Hampshire, 
then played collegiately at the Univer-
sity of Hartford. A knee injury cut his 
college career short, but he continued 
to play in local leagues. 

In 2015 he was surprised to see Isra-
el had a team at the World Indoor La-
crosse Championship, so he contacted 
the director and offered his assistance 
“in any way I could.”

Israel Lacrosse recently announced 
that Pargh will be team scout during the 
2019 World Indoor Lacrosse Champi-
onship near Vancouver this month.

The Israeli and Kenyan lacrosse teams

Continued on page 34
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athletes, along with a cover story of how 
they needed to leave their sneakers in the 
dorm for an equipment check. They sent 
Duvdevani a list of names and sizes, and it 
was time to shop.

Kenya’s assistant coach, Patrick Oriana, 
accompanied them to the store. A mem-
ber of Uganda’s national lacrosse team, 
Oriana is quite familiar with Israel, hav-
ing represented Uganda at the FIL World 
Championships in Israel last year. He also 
played for Barak Netanya in 2017, and in 
2014 was captain of Uganda’s team at the 
FIL World Championships in Denver, the 
first African club ever in the tournament.

Back at the hotel, they put each box in 
a bag, attaching a rolled up slip of paper 
with the corresponding Kenya athlete’s 
name on it.

The next day, the Kenyan team had 

their free day and attended the Israel-Bel-
gium match, having been told that they 
were going to scout Belgium before playing 
them the following day. “We knew we were 
going to be giving them the cleats after the 
game,” Duvdevani said.

After each match, the athletes go into 
the equipment tent, then come back out 
and line up on the field for the announce-
ment of that game’s most valuable player. 
The Israeli players emerged from the tent, 
each carrying a bag onto the field.

As Team Israel stood there, Duvdevani 
addressed the crowd. The Kenya team had 
“played good, they played hard, they played 
strong” the day before, but “you shouldn’t 
have to put up with slipping and sliding, 
you should have the same quality equip-
ment as everyone else.”

With that, he called each Israeli team 

member forward to surprise each of the 
Kenyan athletes with her own new cleats.

Once they realized what was happen-
ing, the Kenya athletes started hugging the 
Israelis, with a celebration breaking out in 
the stands.

“It was definitely the best experience 
I’ve had in my life,” Ella said. “It was over-
whelming.”

Duvdevani said it was eye-opening for 
the team. When it comes to equipment 
like cleats, “we don’t think twice about 
this sort of thing.” For others, it is a lux-
ury. “For us, it’s only cleats. For them, it 
changes their game.”

Afterwards, he commented that “it has 
been a great day for Israel Lacrosse.”

Is it the shoes? On Aug. 8, Kenya beat 
Belgium, 16-9, after another rain delay. 
The win broke a three-game losing streak 

since Kenya won their opener against Ja-
maica. Kenya Lacrosse tweeted that it 
was “a brilliant win today on the slippery 
surface thanks to our 11th man, Israel La-
crosse, and our cleats!”

Israel had opened with an 11-7 loss to 
Hong Kong, then had two lopsided losses, 
21-3 to Haudenosaunee, and 20-1 to Puer-
to Rico.

About 300 campers from nearby Camp 
Moshava, a religious Zionist Bnei Akiva 
camp, attended Israel’s game with Haude-
nosaunee, and the team greeted the camp-
ers afterward.

After also going winless in their first 
U19 championships in 2015, Israel gained 
its first-ever victory, against Belgium, 17-4, 
followed by the Kenya win. On Aug. 7, Is-
rael defeated Belgium again, 16-6.

On Aug. 9, Kenya defeated Chinese 
Taipei, 11-10, to qualify for the 17th-place 
match, then went to the next field to watch 
the end of Israel’s 15-8 victory over Ire-
land, which was the other play-in game for 
the 17th-place match.

As the game ended, the Kenya players 
were dancing around with the Israeli flags, 
chanting Israel’s rallying cry, “Yalla Israel.”

At one point, Duvdevani said he men-
tioned to a couple of the Kenyans that 
the day’s victories meant Kenya and Israel 
would be facing off the next day for 17th 
place. Because the teams had grown so 
close, that news was like a slap in the face, 
he said.

Between the growing international me-
dia sensation around Project Cleats and 
the swirl of emotions in advance of the fi-
nal game, Duvdevani and Oriana went to 
a nearby field late that night and started 
tossing balls around.

Ella said it was difficult to play Kenya 
in the final game, because one must be ag-
gressive in lacrosse, and they had formed 
such a bond. “We had to leave all our emo-
tions off the field,” she said.

Still, it wasn’t just any game. For exam-
ple, at one point when a Kenya player lost 
hold of her stick, one of the Israelis picked 
it up and handed it back to her. Normally, 
“you don’t do that.”

It was a much tighter game than before, 
with Israel squeezing out an 11-10 victory. 
‘Win or lose, it would not have mattered,” 
Ella said. “The bond was so strong,” and af-
ter the game “everyone hugged each other.”

She said one of the Kenya players told 
her “this has changed my life and how I see 
the game.”

As the story grew worldwide, the Ken-
ya team tweeted “The support from all 
around the world for our African Queens 
is priceless and hugely humbling.”

Earlier in the tournament, the Wales 
team had brought a full gift set for the Ken-
ya players, and they received numerous do-
nations of clothing and equipment from 
local Canadians. The Peterborough Lakers 
lacrosse team covered extra baggage fees 
so the team could bring all the donations 
they received back to Kenya.

As the first women’s team from Africa 
to play in international competition, they 
completed a requirement for all continents 
to be represented in men’s and women’s 
competition before a sport can become eli-
gible to include in the Olympics.

Ella, who appeared in all eight match-
es, was “really honored to represent my 
country and the Jewish people as a whole,” 
especially “coming from Alabama, where 
lacrosse isn’t a big sport.”

The tournament in Canada was “an ex-
perience you could never forget.”

Lacrosse
Continued from page 33
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OPTOMETRIST
DR. JEFFREY SONSINO 

DR. MICHELE SONSINO 
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear 

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTIST

GLUCK ORTHODONTICS 
Specialists in Orthodontics 
Dr. Joel Gluck DDS, MS

Dr. Jonathan Gluck DDS, MSD 
2002 Richard Jones Road A-200 

615.269.5903
drgluck.com

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY

DR. TODD A. RUBIN, M.D. 
Specializing in Hand & 

Upper Extremity Surgery 
Hughston Clinic Orthopaedics

615-342-6300

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
GHERTNER & COMPANY 
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management 
Property Management since 1968

615-255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY 
AND COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, PhD, LPC 
Psychotherapy for Individuals, 

Adolescents, Couples and Families 
nashvillepsychotherapyandcounseling.com 

Please contact: 615-473-4815
or ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE
Office:  615.463.3333

Joyce E. Friedman, REALTOR®, ABR
Helping You Move-On with Your Life

• Multi-Million Dollar Sales Producer
• Among Top 100 of 650 Crye-Leike 

Agents in Middle TN in 2018
• Luxury/Estate Residential Market Professional
• Complimentary Real Estate Consultation

C: (615) 714-1666 • O: (615) 373-2044
joyce@joycefriedmanproperties.com
www.joycefriedmanproperties.com

Franklin Pargh 
615-351-7333 

Franklin.pargh@compass.com
Lana Pargh

615-504-2685 
Lana.pargh@compass.com

www.pargh.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC 
Providing traditional tax and accounting 

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

APPLIANCES

ELECTRONIC EXPRESS is a leader in 
top quality, brand-name electronics and 
appliances at exceptionally low prices. 

Stocking the latest items, Electronic Ex-
press takes pride in providing customers 
with products at prices to fit any budget.  

From televisions, appliances, smart 
devices and cameras to security systems, 

furniture and mattresses, Electronic 
Express has everything to take your home 
to the next level. Electronic Express offers 
special financing, delivery and installation 
options. We make it happen! Visit us at 

any of our 18 locations or online at www.
electronicexpress.com

Lighting • Appliances • Hardware 
Kitchen • Plumbing • Accessories

Smart Home Products
Low Price Guarantee

615•843•3300
www.gohermitage.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY 

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate 
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 2250 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

SARAH STEIN, ATTORNEY
Personal Injury

Mitch Grissim & Associates
325 Union Street

Nashville, TN 37201
615-255-9999

sarah@tnlaw.com

CAREGIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC 
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge® 

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best” 
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
505 N Main Street

Shelbyville, TN  37160
931-680-2771

www.familystaffing.com

CAREGIVER (cont.)

Custom senior care for active, healthy
lifestyles. Affordable/no minimums.

Meals, meds, transportation & outings.
Memory loss and Hospital recovery.

Professional & screened care partners.
Locally owned. Call Moises for
Free assessment: 615-678-9223

www.curaforcare.com

CATERING

MAGGIANO’S
LITTLE ITALY

We Bring People Together to Celebrate the 
Love of Family and Friends

3106 West End Ave
(615) 514-0280

DENTIST
STEVEN R. HECKLIN DMD 
SHAWN H. SCHLESSEL DDS 
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry 

www.drhecklin.com
5606 Brookwood Place

615-356-7500

EDUCATION SERVICES

Francine Schwartz M.A. LPC NCC 
Independent Educational Consultant 
Helping students and families find, apply to 

and pay for the right fit college 
860-460-8829  

fschwartz@pathfindercounselingllc.com  
www.pathfindercounselingllc.com

INSURANCE
JAMES A. ROTHBERG

ADAM ROTHBERG
James A. Rothberg & Associates 

Office:  615-997-1833
Fax: 615-665-1300

1 Burton Hills Blvd.  Suite 220
Email: jrothberg@jarinsurance.com 

info@jarinsurance.com

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 

Marsha Jaffa, CIC; Van Robins, CIC 
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 615-665-9200 • www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC. 
Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business, 
Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection 
6213 Charlotte Pike, Nashville, TN 37209

615-356-1700      www.zanderins.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD  ROSENBLUM, M.D. Eye 

Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital • Ph. 615-386-9200

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
REAL ESTATE (cont.)

www.zeitlin.com
Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH, CEO
615-383-0183 (bus.)
615-294-9880 (cell)

jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com 
www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

615-794-0833 (bus.)
615-351-5343 (cell)

lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR
615-383-0183 (bus.) 
615-973-1117 (cell) 

nanspeller2014@gmail.com

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!
Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR® 

www.JackieKarr.com
JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 

Your Running/Walking 
Swimming Headquarters 

3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

615-383-0098

TALENT AND 
ENTERTAINMENT

Create your dream event with
The Blue Tone Chamber Players and The 

Nashville Blue Tones
Music City’s premier variety dance band!

(615) 352-6358
info@bluetonemusicusa.com

TRAVEL SERVICES

Expredia Cruise Ship Centers
A Full Service Travel Agency

Alan Cooper: Office: 629-202-8945
www.cruiseshipcenters.com/AlanCooper
7081 B Hwy 70 S / Kroger Shopping Ctr.

TREE SERVICES

Preserving the Natural Beauty of Trees 
and Shrubs. Specializing in the care of 
shade and ornamental trees and shrubs 

for residential and commercial properties.
Serving Nashville since 1978. 

615-373-4342 www.druidtree.com



A bright new sunrise 

brings its greetings.

So gather the apples,  

all fresh and sweet.

Now a perfectly round  

challah to welcome a king.

Add the honey, and that’s 

a feast so sweet.

A bright new sunrise  

brings its greetings.

Happy new year from  

all your friends at Publix.

Day 1.


