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Unanimous Support
State’s four Jewish Federations thank entire Tenn. House 
delegation for backing anti-BDS resolution

The Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee 
joined with Federations in Memphis, Chattanooga and Knoxville in sending letters to 
the entire Tennessee delegation in the U.S. House of Representatives, thanking them for 
co-sponsoring House Resolution 246, “opposing efforts by the global BDS movement to 
delegitimize Israel.”

The Federations state “we are so proud that our entire state congressional delegation 
has taken the reins of leadership on this critical matter.”

On July 17, the resolution was adopted by the House Foreign Affairs Committee, mov-
ing on to the full House, where it was approved on July 23, by a 398 to 17 vote.

The resolution states that the House “opposes the Global Boycott, Divestment, and 
Sanctions Movement (BDS Movement) targeting Israel,” as it undermines the possibility 
of negotiated solutions “by demanding concessions of one party alone and encouraging 
the Palestinians to reject negotiations in favor of international pressure.”

The resolution has 351 co-sponsors, 175 Democrats and 176 Republicans. 

Anchor Down at Masada

Seeing Israel Through Interfaith Eyes
Federation, The Temple and Congregation Micah partner for interfaith young couples trip in January

The Jewish Federation and Jewish 
Foundation of Nashville and Middle Ten-
nessee is co-sponsoring an interfaith young 
couples leadership mission to Israel, with 
The Temple and Congregation Micah.

The mission, coordinated through 
ARZA World Travel for Reform Judaism, 
will be from January 12 to 22, and will be 
led by The Temple’s Harriet and Rabbi 
Mark Schiftan, and Congregation Micah 
Rabbis Laurie and Flip Rice. An ARZA 
Tour Educator will also accompany the 
group in Israel, giving a depth of knowl-
edge to the experience.

This is the second such interfaith trip 
from Nashville. Rabbi Laurie Rice said 
the idea came when Rabbi Schiftan ap-
proached them a couple of years ago to 
discuss joint efforts to welcome interfaith 
couples and provide programming. The 
idea of an Israel trip came from that.

“It was so successful on a number of 
levels, we decided to do it again” she said. 
Because the trip is subsidized by Federa-
tion, they needed to wait a little while for 
another grant to be approved.

While the first trip had nine couples 
from both congregations and the commu-
nity, they anticipate between 15 and 18 
couples this time. 

Upon arrival in Israel, the group will 
visit “the city that never sleeps,” Tel Aviv, 
with a welcome dinner at Israel’s first whis-
ky distillery.

While in Tel Aviv, the group will visit 

places where the modern state of Israel be-
gan, and experience contemporary life in 
the metropolis. The day includes a visit to 
the Rabin Center Museum, examining the 
life of Israel’s former prime minister, who 
was assassinated in 1995.

An afternoon program and dinner will 
be held at Hadera, Nashville’s Partnership-
2Gether community.

The group will then travel north along 
the Mediterranean, visiting the 2,000-year-
old Caesarea and Zichron Ya’acov, one of 
the earliest communities established by 
the Zionist movement. After touring Haifa 
and the Baha’i Gardens, the group will ar-
rive at the Sea of Galilee.

The mystical city of Tsfat and a Druze 
village are on the schedule for Jan. 16, 
along with a visit to the Golan Heights, to 
look from the strategic plateau across into 
Syria and learn more about Israel’s geopo-
litical challenges. There will also be a visit 
to one of the Golan’s celebrated wineries.

The Jan. 17 itinerary explores Israel’s 
religious heritage, starting with the Mount 
of Beatitudes, site of Jesus’ “Sermon on 
the Mount,” and a visit to the ancient syn-
agogue of Capernaum.

The group will travel down the Jordan 
Valley to Jerusalem and ascend into the 
city in time for Shabbat, with services at 
the egalitarian section of the Western 
Wall, followed by a festive Shabbat dinner.

The next morning, there are optional 
Shabbat services, or time to explore the 

Old City, Christian Quarter or Israel Mu-
seum. During the afternoon, there will be 
a visit to the Tower of David Museum, and 
the Yemin Moshe neighborhood that in-
cludes the Montefiore Windmill. Havdal-
lah will be held overlooking the Old City.

The many layers of Jerusalem will be 
explored on Jan. 19, with a briefing on 
Israeli-Palestinian relations, followed by a 
visit to Mount Zion, where Christians be-
lieve the Last Supper took place, Muslims 
built a mosque and Jews pray where it is 
believed King David was buried.

There will be a rooftop walking tour 
of the Old City, along with visits to the 
Roman Cardo, Hezekiah’s Broad Wall, 
the Hurva Square and the Western Wall 
Tunnel.

The next day includes an early morning 
at Masada and the Dead Sea, followed by 
a free evening on Jerusalem’s Ben Yehuda 
Street or the German Colony.

The final day begins with a dialogue 
with a Holocaust scholar, a visit to Yad 
Vashem, Israel’s national Holocaust me-
morial, and seeing Israel’s national insti-
tutions, from the Knesset to the Supreme 
Court building, national bank and site of 

the future national library.
After a visit to the Mahane Yehuda 

open-air market, the program will con-
clude with a farewell dinner and transfer 
to the airport.

“Whatever faith tradition you come 
from, it is a very emotional experience,” 
Rabbi Laurie Rice said. Exploring spiri-
tuality while in Israel is a “really powerful 
aspect.”

Rabbi Flip Rice said the trip is an ex-
ample of how the community is taking the 
opportunity to embrace interfaith couples.

The trip cost is $3,969 per person, dou-
ble occupancy, land only, but the $2,000 
Federation subsidy makes it $1,969. It in-
cludes eight nights in hotels, all breakfasts, 
one lunch and seven dinners, touring in a 
luxury, air-conditioned bus with a licensed, 
English-speaking tour educator, and all site 
entrance fees.

Because the subsidy amount is limit-
ed, this trip is mostly full, but communi-
ty members can express interest in future 
trips.

For more information, contact Exec-
utive Director Eric Stillman at (615) 354-
1660 or eric@jewishnashville.org.
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Antisemitism Here and Now 
with Keynote Speaker

Thursday, September 12 | 7pm
Langford Hall, Vanderbilt Campus
2209  GARLAND AVE ,  NASHVILLE ,  TN  37232

MADE POSS IBLE  BY

HOLOCAUST LECTURE SERIES

Parking available in Medical Center Garage. Open to public.

Deborah Lipstadt
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The Jewish Observer August 2019 3

for incoming Nashville 
Community Shlicha, Noam Harari.

August 20th, 9am
Gordon JCC Senior Lounge
8 0 1  P E R C Y  W A R N E R  B L V D .

The entire community is invited as  
we welcome and get to know Noam.

Welcome 
   Breakfast
Welcome 
   Breakfast

Building on a 2,500-year dream
Leaders of Ethiopian National Project visit Nashville to discuss efforts to help the next generation of Ethiopian-Israelis excel

Hadera benefits from ENP program
Hadera, Nashville’s Partnership2Gether community in Israel, is one of the com-

munities served by the Ethiopian National Project. According to ENP, of Hadera’s 
89,000 residents, just under 6,000 are Ethiopian-Israeli, with just over 1,000 of them 
school-aged children.

According to ENP, the majority of Ethiopians in Hadera face challenges, with 
many in economic hardship. “This community’s economic and social deprivation, 
combined with the crisis of cultural transition, has a hugely negative impact on every 
aspect of their children’s lives.” Underachievement reduces the chance of changing 
that dynamic.

ENP launched its SPACE program in Hadera, with 200 students taking part in 
a typical year, including several dozen non-Ethiopians. “Continued achievement is 
evident,” with a jump in the percentage of students who are able to pass the matricu-
lation exams and qualify for university admission.

Roni Akale, director general of the Ethiopian National Project, and Grace Rodnitzki, 
director of international relations, visited communities in the region, including Nashville, 
earlier this summer.

About 36 years ago, a donkey led Roni 
Akale from Ethiopia to Sudan, from where 
he realized a 2,500-year-old dream of re-
turning to the land of Israel.

Recently, Akale was in Nashville as di-
rector-general of the Ethiopian National 
Project, helping those in Israel’s Ethiopian 
community who came after him to succeed 
in a modern, high-tech society.

Two major waves of Ethiopian Jews 
came to Israel since the early 1980s. In 
1984, Operation Moses was a clandes-
tine effort during a civil war and famine 
to bring Jews from the remote Ethiopian 
areas of Gondar to Israel via Sudan, even 
though Sudan was hostile to Israel. About 
8,000 Ethiopian Jews were rescued before 
the airlift was shut down due to publicity.

In 1991, amidst political turmoil in 
Ethiopia, Israel embarked on Operation 
Solomon, a continuous 35-hour airlift that 
brought over 14,000 Ethiopian Jews to Is-
rael. Since then, there have been addition-
al, smaller airlifts.

Akale said there were “a lot of challeng-
es” for Ethiopian Jews, as “most of us lived 
in the village” in Ethiopia and cultivated 
the land, as “we were not in educational 
areas.”

When they arrived in Israel, “we start-
ed our lives from zero” in a place with a 
different language and culture.

“We narrowed the gap of 2,500 years 
in 13 years,” but there is still a “very large” 
gap that can be narrowed further through 
education.

Today, many Ethiopians are in high-
tech, or are lawyers, doctors, diplomats 

and judges. “We are everywhere,” he said.
In 2004, the Ethiopian National Proj-

ect was launched to continue facilitating 
the adjustment of Ethiopians into Israeli 
society. While it is a partnership of the 
Jewish Federations of North America, the 
Government of Israel, the Jewish Agency 
for Israel, the American Jewish Joint Dis-
tribution Committee in Israel and Keren 
Hayesod-UIA, Akale said it was created 
“with the Ethiopian community taking the 
leading role” because they knew what the 
community truly needed.

Eric Stillman, executive director of the 
Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, said 
the Federation has “granted funds to ENP 
for many years,” and while community 
missions to Israel have visited with repre-
sentatives of ENP, this was the first time 
ENP representatives were in Nashville to 
speak to the community.

Akale was born in a remote Ethiopian 
village that had no electricity. At age 12, 
he went by himself to Gondar to pursue 
an education, and started working for the 
government.

In 1983, his best friend told him it was 
a good time to go to Jerusalem, and he had 
friends who led people to Sudan, and from 
there to Israel. 

“We had waited 2,000 years for the 
vision to become real,” he said. “Though 
separated 2500 years ago, we didn’t forget 
how to be a Jew. We kept our religion very 
strictly.”

Continued on page 15
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OSharing with Sharon

By SHARON BEN-AMI 

The Israeli summer is known for its 
intense heat and humidity. Fires are com-
mon, not only in the literal sense. For some 
reason it seems that the heat penetrates to 
the Israeli society and the socio-political cli-
mate gets fired up too. A good example is 
the 2011 Israeli social justice protests, also 
known as the “Tent Protest.” Many citizens 
from all layers of society came together to 
protest the cost of living and the deterio-
ration of public services. Protestors resid-
ed in tents in Tel Aviv, that became a tent 
city, with more than 400,000 
protestors at the height of the 
protest, on Sept. 3, 2011. 

The “Tent Protest” was 
cross-sectional and helped 
raise the cohesiveness of the 
society, and the feeling on the 
streets were of unity and high 
morale. Since 2011, every summer had 
some kind of heat: War, protests or actual 
fires, and this summer of 2019 is no differ-
ent. The political climate doesn’t only car-
ry a lot of heat but is also very strange with 
re-elections taking place in September. 
Another interesting point this summer in 
Israel is the multiple protests taking place 
for a variety of reasons. 

On June 30, an 18-year-old Israeli of 
Ethiopian descent, Salomon Taka z”l, was 
shot dead by an off-duty police officer in 
Kiryat Haim in northern Israel. As of the 

writing of this article, the case is under an 
ongoing investigation and it is too early 
to make assumptions as of why and how 
this whole interaction panned out, but the 
consequences of his death are to be noted.

The death of the young boy fueled the 
old flames of the Israeli-Ethiopian commu-
nity’s struggle with police brutality, biased 
shooting and public discrimination in gen-
eral. Thousands of protestors all over the 
country marched and blocked roads and 
main highways in a protest that quickly be-
came a violent riot and included violence 
towards innocent pedestrians, non-Ethi-

opian supportive protestors, 
vandalism and more. 

There is much more to 
say about these riots, good 
or bad, and a lot of opinions 
were heard on the social me-
dia platforms. In a very Israe-
li fashion, no one held back 

in lengthy posts and comments that have 
shown the best and the worst of Israeli 
society. The harsh discussion raised a lot 
of important questions: What is the role 
of society and government in the ongoing 
discrimination? How can we make it bet-
ter? What are the legitimate borders of a 
protest? What are the causes of a protest 
to become a riot? These are among other 
questions that should be thought of in the 
ever going process of building a society and 
a country. 

The Ethiopian riots were only the 

start of more protests to come. On July 
7, thousands of parents with young chil-
dren joined to protest what they called 
“the state’s incompetence in dealing with 
the abuse of children in nurseries and 
kindergartens.” This protest arose from a 
story that the media widely covered about 
a 25-year-old nursery caretaker who was 
caught abusing infants and toddlers. The 
horrific images got thousands on their 
feet protesting in the hopes of getting pub-
lic childcare services for the ages of 0 to 
3. That currently doesn’t exist, leaving an 
open, unregulated market of unprofession-
al (yet expensive) caretakers. One actual 
fire took place when one of the infants’ un-
cle set the (closed) nursery and apartment 
of the caretaker ablaze. 

There is more to come. On July 14, 
thousands of teachers, educators or citi-
zens who are LGBTQIA roamed the streets 
as well. The reason was new Minister of 
Education Rabbi Rafi Peretz’ statement re-
garding the LGBTQIA community. In an 
interview for the Israeli Public channel 12 
on July 13, Peretz stated that he “believes 
in conversion therapy” for gay teens and 
has done it before successfully with teens 
that turned to him for help. The statement 
created a media frenzy and gave voice to 
many quite… interesting… opinions from 
all layers of society. Many educators took a 
stand supporting the LGBTQIA students 
and community in protest, some even 
threatening to strike at the beginning of 
the upcoming school year. Recently Peretz 
released another statement in response 
stating that he “knows that conversion 
treatments are foul and bad.” 

I would be happy to share more ex-
amples of the Israeli summer heat, but I 
think you got the point. A hot summer in 
Israel is measured not only by the weath-
er, but by the political and social climate. 
Although I wish that one day all I have 
to report about the Israeli summer is the 

new popsicle flavor 
or the latest trends, 
but there is some-
thing to appreciate 
about the social or 
political ‘heat,” no 
matter how upset-
ting the social dis-
cussion can get. 

Ben Gurion (the first Israeli Prime Min-
ister) was once quoted saying: “When Israel 
has prostitutes and thieves, we’ll be a state 
just like any other.” And well, I guess we have 
gotten to that point. We have our own coun-
try with our own problems and hopefully we 
will continue being socially active, protesting 
and voicing our opinions as loud as we can. 
Hopefully it will push us forward to a better 
understanding of each other, e.g. Peretz’s lat-
est statement refraining from the first one he 
made regarding conversion therapy.

After two years in Nashville I now have 
a new appreciation of the Israeli “Tachles” 
(Israeli slang for “tell it like it is”) culture 
with a non-existing “politically correct” 
attitude that makes us like no other. The 
right of freedom of speech is used to the 
maximum for better or worse (and trust 
me, I have experienced really bad uses of 
it). A “Judge and be judged” kind of ap-
proach allows all voices to be heard. Please 
don’t mind my optimism. I have got to 
find the silver lining as I am moving back 
to the homeland very soon. I need this! 

On August 14 I will be leaving on a 
jet plane, don’t know when I’ll be back 
again… I will be writing my final goodbyes 
for the next Observer and will be filling 
y’all in about the new fantastic Shlicha, 
Noam Harari. Be sure to catch that, but 
more selfishly, I would love to say goodbye 
to any of you readers, so please come to my 
goodbye reception on August 7, 5:30 p.m. 
at the Gordon Jewish Community Center. 
As always, you can contact me at sharon@
jewishnashville.org. 

Things got heated up

Next month: 
A final article 
before I head 
back to Israel

The annual JCC Maccabi Games begin on July 28, and the 615 will be represented in a big 
way. Team Nashville will have athletes in Flag Football, Swimming, Bowling, Volleyball, 
and Track and Field. Delegation Head Skylar Haas, and coaches Daniel Christmas (Swim), 
Afshin Yazdian and Adam Mittleberg (Flag Football) will be sending updates from the ac-
tion, so check the Gordon JCC’s Facebook page (facebook.com/nashvillejcc) and website 
(nashvillejcc.org) for updates.

Team Nashville Heads to Atlanta
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OLetters

Once again, the ugliness of intolerance has reared its 
head with a barrage of vitriolic messaging being sent to 
Council-At-Large candidate Zulfat Suara. On behalf of 
The Nashville Jewish Social Justice Roundtable we con-
demn those who have recently communicated their dis-
dain in the most inappropriate language for a candidate 
who has chosen to run for elected office because she is a 
Muslim woman.  

We have not witnessed such unwelcome and misguided 
commentary since the Metro Council considered “English 
Only” legislation a decade ago. It is something we had 
hoped never to witness again in this community. 

Multiple dozens of disturbing Islamophonic comments 
have been posted on social media and even left on Zulfat’s 
cell phone such as “I know where you live,” “deport the rag 
head,” “America will never be a Muslim Country, Christian 
forever,” “Suara espouses a doctrine which dictates that Is-
lam must dominate non-Muslims and force us to submit to 
all their demands,” “Suara wants freedom to practice her 
religion but have restrictions apply to everyone else.”  

The opposite is true. Zulfat Suara is a highly qualified, 

Ugliness of intolerance
highly educated, and socially committed candidate for 
public office who embraces and celebrates the differences 
among us and who has a long and eclectic history of devot-
ing herself to the betterment of our community at large. 
If elected we have confidence that she would serve all of 
Nashville with great distinction.  

While many of the voices of prejudice are coming from 
outside of Nashville, they are echoed by far too many who 
live here.  These voices have no place in the election land-
scape of a democratic society.   

Avi Poster and Irwin Venick
Past Chairs and Current Members of the Community 

Relations Committee

“Rumors” auditions open
The Gordon JCC Theater Group is announcing open 

auditions for “Rumors,” one of Neil Simon’s most cele-
brated plays. It’s a farce in two acts that shows a dinner 
party gone topsy turvy. 

The play will be performed in the Gordon JCC Ber-
nard Frank Pargh Auditorium, Nov. 9 and 10, and Nov. 
23 and 24. It is directed by Suzanne Burns, who heads up 
the Theater Group, along with Jerry Klein and Ruth Klar. 
There are 10 parts available for actors of all descriptions, 
five for men and five for women. 

Auditions will be held on Aug. 31 at 2 p.m. and Sept. 
1 at 2 p.m. at the Gordon JCC. Rehearsals start mid- ep-
tember. 

For more information and to reserve an audition 
timeslot, visit nashvillejcc.org/drama or call (615) 354-
1665.
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At Our Congregations…

OThe Temple

Summer Camp Family Shabbat
On Aug. 16 at 6 p.m., wear your camp T-shirt and come sing camp songs with us!

Crafternoon at The Temple!
Come join the Caring Connection Committee for fun, creativity and a way to give back 

to our congregation. Our next Crafternoon will be on Aug. 20 at 5 p.m. Wine and cheese 
will be served. Come for as long as you wish! We’ll have a craft each month (handmade 
note cards, knitting hats, blankets, etc) for people to work on together, or you can bring 
your own project to work on. For more information, please contact Alyssa Trachtman 
at atmittens@gmail.com, Andrea Gunn at abgunn@comcast.net, or Anne Ginsberg at 
annemginsberg@gmail.com. We look forward to crafting with you! 

Golden Lunch Bunch
Join the Golden Lunch Bunch for lunch, entertainment and fun at 11:30 a.m. on the 

first and third Tuesdays of the month at The Temple. This month’s gatherings are Aug. 6 
and 20. To reserve, call Anna Sir, 354-1686.

Lunch with the Rabbi 
The summer session will meet on Aug. 8 at 11:30 am.

Next Dor at the Movies
Join Next Dor, the group for singles and couples ages 22 to 40, at Bicentennial Capitol 

Mall State Park on Aug. 9 for a screening of “The Goonies,” starting at 7:30 p.m. For more 
information or to sign up for these events, please contact Rabbi Shulman at Rabbishul-
man@templenashville.org.

OWest End

OMicah

Micah Readers
The Book Club meets after services every first Friday of the month in the library. On 

Aug. 2, this month’s book is “Einstein and the Rabbi” by Naomi Levy.

A Woman’s Circle
A monthly opportunity to grow your soul, meet with other women and engage with sa-

cred text. Rabbi Laurie challenges your intellect through study and conversation on Jewish 
and other relevant topics. All are welcome on Aug. 16 at noon. Bring a friend. Lunch is 
provided. RSVP to Rabbi Laurie Rice at lrice@congregationmicah.org.

Welcome Back Shabbat Service and 
Potluck Dinner

A family friendly evening of Shabbat celebration and community services on Aug. 23. 
Services will begin at 6 p.m., with a potluck following at 7 p.m. Please bring a non-dairy 
side dish to share. Visit www.congregationmicah.org/events to RSVP before August 19. 

Shabbat Shal-Om 
A yoga class led by Rabbi Laurie Rice. No matter where you are in your yoga practice 

or Judaism, we are inviting you to reconnect body and soul through gentle flow yoga and 
Jewish learning, Aug. 24 at 10:30 a.m. Open to all — bring your yoga mat. 

High Holy Day Choir Rehearsals
If you love to sing, we hope you will join the choir, a 6-week commitment and a great 

opportunity to create beautiful music for the holidays. Rehearsals are Thursdays from 7 
to 9 p.m. and Sundays from 4 to 7 p.m., starting Aug. 25. Please e-mail Lisa Silver at lisa.
silver@yahoo.com for more information. 

5780 Religious School Kick-Off and 
Open House 

On Sept. 8, come see what the past preserves, the present promises, and the future 
holds when it comes to Jewish Education – open to all registered and curious families.

Bagels will be served, starting at 8:45 a.m. Family services will be at 9:30 a.m., followed 
by parent orientation at 10:30 a.m. Visit www.congregationmicah.org to register online or 
contact Julie Greenberg at jgreenberg@congregationmicah.org with any questions.

ReJEWvination Class
Rabbi Laurie Rice will lead this 6-week course into what it means to be Jewish and 

live a Jewish life, on Tuesdays from Sept. 3 to Oct. 29, 6 to 7:30 p.m. This course is for all 
learning levels curious about a deeper dive into the Jewish tradition. The course is $20 for 
Micah members (covers the text book) and $100 for non-members (also covers the book). 
To RSVP, please email Rabbi Laurie at lrice@congregationmicah.org.

Bagels, Love and Torah
Come have a B.L.T. with the rabbi… That’s Bagels, Learning and Torah! Torah Study 

starts at 9 a.m. on Saturdays. Join us for fresh bagels and coffee! Bring your friends for 
some nourishment of both mind and body — Jewish style!

Schmooze and Views 
Join us on Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. for a lively current events discussion with the rabbi; 

snacks and coffee provided.

Mah Jongg
Meets Tuesdays from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. For beginners (lessons at 12:30) and estab-

lished players. Questions? Contact Paula Kirwan at pgkwn@comcast.net .

Nashville’s congregations
Here are the websites for all five Nashville Jewish congregations,  
with information on services, upcoming events and more: 
Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad, www.chabadnashville.com
Congregation Micah, www.congregationmicah.org
Congregation Sherith Israel, www.sherithisrael.com
The Temple – Congregation Ohabai Sholom, www.templenashville.org 
West End Synagogue, www.westendsyn.org

West End Synagogue BBQ
Mark your calendar for our BBQ event on August 18! Minyan will be at 6 p.m., fol-

lowed by dinner in the Social Hall. Reservations are $15 for ages 11 and up, $10 for chil-
dren ages 4 to 10. Children 3 and under are free. There is a family maximum of $50. The 
evening includes brisket and chicken or salmon, with sides, drinks and dessert. There will 
be a limited number of vegetarian options available. Payment in advance is required and 
considered your reservation. You can pay online at http://westendsyn.org/donate, then 
click to register for the event or send in a check. Salmon will be limited, please specify if 
you would like salmon when you RSVP.

See the New Preschool
West End Synagogue is proud to announce the opening of a new preschool on our 

campus. The preschool will be an outpost of the Gordon Jewish Community Center in 
partnership. Come see the new digs before you grab your BBQ on August 18!

KAB-SHAB Service and Dinner
Join us Friday evening, August 9, for a special “KAB-SHAB” service and Shabbat Din-

ner. The service will be at 6 p.m., led by our Ramah campers, followed by Shabbat dinner 
and the warmth of community at 7 p.m.

Beit Miriam (Religious School) Kick-Off 
Religious school classes for 2019-2020 begin on Aug. 25 at Beit Miriam, at 9 a.m. 

Parents are invited to hang and schmooze over coffee and bagels. Join us for our Opening 
Ceremony at 11:30 a.m., followed by lunch sponsored by WES Sisterhood. Students must 
be registered by the first day of Beit Miriam. 

Families can register online at www.westendsyn.org. For questions about Beit Miriam, 
please email Sharon Paz (spaz@westendsyn.org).
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Beit Tefilah, Sherith Israel 
holding joint Tisha B’Av service

The Fast of the Ninth of the Jewish month of Av, Tisha b’Av, is a Jewish memori-
al day marking the end of a three-week period of mourning during which our people 
remember the series of events that led to the Babylonian conquest of Jerusalem and 
the destruction of our people’s first Temple on that date in the year 586 BCE.

Tisha B’Av is on Shabbat this year, and the fast is therefore postponed for Sun-
day, the 10th of Av. The fast starts on sundown on Shabbat, the ninth of Av, Au-
gust 10, at 7:44 p.m., and lasts until the following nightfall, August 11 at 8:11 p.m. 
During this time, we fast, eschew pleasurable activities, and lament the destruction 
of the Holy Temple and our nation’s exile.

On the eve of Tisha B’Av, we gather in the synagogue to read the Book of Lam-
entations. Tallit and Tefillin are not worn during the morning prayers. After the 
morning prayers we recite Kinot (elegies). We put on the Tallit and Tefillin for the 
afternoon prayers.

To commemorate this day, Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad and Congregation 
Sherith Israel will hold a joint Tisha B’Av Memorial Service with the reading of the 
Book of Lamentations, known as the Book of Eicha, by candlelight. It will be led by 
Rabbi Saul Strosburg and Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel. This will take place on Saturday 
night, August 10, at 8:50 p.m. at Congregation Sherith Israel.

On Sunday, August 11, Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad will have a Tisha B’Av 
Mincha service and Torah reading at 7:15 p.m., which will be followed by a light 
break-fast after dark. For more information or to learn more about Tisha B’Av, go to 
chabadnashville.com.

Get a 50 Percent Scholarship at the 
Jewish Montessori Preschool

The Revere Jewish Montessori Preschool opens its doors for its third year, as Tennes-
see’s only Jewish Montessori Preschool. 

The Revere Jewish Montessori Preschool is committed to providing its students with an 
outstanding Jewish Montessori education, which will become their foundation for a life-
long love of learning. Beyond small class sizes and a Montessori philosophy lies the oppor-
tunity to give each child a rich, Jewish foundation in a warm and nurturing environment. 

In celebration of its success, an anonymous donor has stepped up to the plate, and is 
offering a one-time opportunity of granting a 50 percent scholarship to any new families 
applying for the academic year, beginning in August 2019. These scholarships are for chil-
dren in the ages of 18 months to 5 years old, and are being granted on a first come, first 
serve basis. The 50 percent scholarship will enable a child to pay only $450 per month for 
a full day program, five days a week, for their first year attending the Jewish Montessori 
preschool.

To apply for this special one-time scholarship, or to schedule a private tour of the Re-
vere Jewish Montessori Preschool, please call (615) 646-5750.

Chabad hosts two TGIS celebrations
Start your Shabbat off right with good friends, great conversation and excellent kosher 

cuisine, all seasoned with the perfect amount of spirit and joy. TGIS is a “Club Med Shab-
bat: An all-inclusive Shabbat experience.” Enjoy a Friday night Shabbat dinner replete 
with traditional dishes, blended with spirited singing, a Chasidic tale, and a chance to 
meet some wonderful new people. TGIS will be held on Friday evenings, August 9 and 23, 
at 6:30 p.m. at Chabad of Nashville.

There is no cost to attend the TGIS Shabbat experience, however we kindly request 
that you RSVP by letting us know you will be attending, at chabadnashville@gmail.com.

Jewish Women’s Circle meets with 
Rebbetzen Esther

Join the Jewish Women’s Circle every Shabbat for a lesson on “Rising Above: A Prac-
tical Guide to Emotional Mastery.” Discussion is led by Rebbetzen Esther Tiechtel, every 
Shabbat day in the month of August and September, at 12:45 p.m., in the Bernard Ball-
room at Chabad of Nashville. The lesson is preceded by a beautiful Shabbat lunch, which 
is open to the Nashville community.

Aug. 4 spaghetti dinner to fight 
breast cancer

On Aug. 4, there will be a spaghetti dinner at Sherith Israel to raise funds for the 2019 
Susan G. Komen 3 Day Walk in New England, where Sara Satinsky, a member of the Mu-
sic City Milers, will participate in the 60-mile walk, which is described as “not as hard as 
breast cancer.” The walk will be in early September, going through the Boston area.

The dinner runs from 5 to 7:30 p.m., and includes a Girl Scout presentation with 
crafts “and lots of pink.”

There will also be a 50/50 raffle, with a maximum of 150 tickets at $10 each. The win-
ner, which will be drawn at 7:15 p.m., will receive half of the raffle funds.

The dinner is $8 for adults, $5 for ages 4 to 12, and free for 3 and under, with a family 
maximum of $25. Funds raised will go toward Satinsky’s goal of $3,000 for the fight against 
breast cancer. Donations can also be made at www.the3day.org/goto/sarasatinsky2019. 
The website also describes her motivation for doing this event for the fourth time.

Dinner reservations can be sent to chibi1836@aol.com.



 8 August 2019 The Jewish Observer

By BEN HARRIS

(JTA) — Every Friday, the staff and campers at Camp Ramah Nyack gather for a ceremo-
ny called Shishi Al Hamigrash – Hebrew for “Friday on the field.”

The entire camp community — some 1,100 people in all — assembles on an enormous 
field in the center of the camp about 30 miles north of New York City for a spirited session 
of Israeli dancing. When it’s over, the Israeli emissaries who serve as staffers each summer 
line up at the flagpole holding Israeli flags and singing “Hatikvah,” the Israeli national 
anthem.

In August, on the last Friday of camp, anyone spending the next year in Israel is called 
up, and the Israeli staffers dance around them, welcoming them into their circle.

This year, Sammy Fishman will be among them. A fourth-year counselor at the Jewish 
day camp, Fishman will be moving to Israel on Nefesh B’Nefesh’s charter aliyah flight in 
August and soon after be drafted in the Israeli army.

Fishman’s inspiration for such a momentous life choice comes from many places, in-
cluding the influence of an older brother who made aliyah — the Hebrew term for immi-
grating to Israel. But the intensity of those Friday afternoons at camp played a significant 
role.

“I felt so emotional about singing a song in a language that is not my first language and 
with people I didn’t know but just felt deep down I connect with and have so much in 
common with,” said Fishman, 19. “I knew I didn’t feel the same way singing the American 
national anthem.”

Jewish summer camps long have been recognized as potent venues for building Jewish 
identity. Studies suggest that Jewish camp alumni rate the importance of Judaism in their 
lives higher than the broader population and exhibit higher rates of Jewish engagement 
and participation in Jewish rituals.

But camps are also powerful incubators of love of Israel, and a small but significant 
number of camp alumni each year choose to take that love to its fullest expression by 
moving to Israel.

“Not so surprisingly, camp is a bastion for aliyah inasmuch as it is a Jewishly con-
structed utopia not so dissimilar from Israel,” said Rabbi Avi Orlow, the vice president 
of innovation and education at the Foundation for Jewish Camp. “Many of them were 
started around the same time as Israel was established. In many ways, they are projecting 
the same ideas.”

No hard data exists on how many American immigrants to Israel are Jewish summer 
camp alumni. But Nefesh B’Nefesh, a nonprofit that facilitates the process of moving to 
Israel in partnership with Israel’s Ministry of Aliyah and Integration, the Jewish Agency 
for Israel, Keren Kayemeth LeIsrael and the Jewish National Fund-USA, says about 10 per-
cent of immigrants under 40 who move to Israel with its assistance cite Ramah or Moshava 
camps as impacting their decision.

No one in the camping world is surprised by the assertion. Invariably they point to the 
presence of significant numbers of Israeli staff at many North American Jewish summer 
camps, which creates lasting relationships between Israelis and American kids. Most camps 
also include some kind of Israel programming. Some encourage Hebrew language famil-
iarity by posting signs and making public announcements in Hebrew. A handful are also 
explicit about promoting aliyah.

“Connection to Israel is nurtured in three places — the home, school and synagogue 
— and increasingly summer camp,” said Marc Rosenberg, the director of the pre-aliyah de-
partment at Nefesh B’Nefesh and himself an alumnus of a Ramah camp in Pennsylvania. 
“Camp has an Israel feeling to it. Being Jewish is just normal there.”

Ramah is the camping arm of United Synagogue of Conservative Judaism, with 10 
North America locations. Ramah Darom in Clayton, Ga., serves the region that includes 

Alumni of these Jewish 
summer camps are 
making aliyah in droves

Photo courtesy of Ramah Nyack
On the last Friday of the season at Camp Ramah Nyack, anyone spending the next year 
in Israel is called up and invited to dance with the Israeli staffers in a Zionist celebration. 

Continued on page 15
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Jewish Family Service: 
Sustaining senior adults in 
all areas of life

Jewish Family Service provides a myriad of programs to aid senior adults in our com-
munity. 

The Helping Hands Program serves Jewish senior adults who live alone or in assisted/
nursing communities. This program utilizes volunteers to provide services, which may 
include friendly visits, telephone reassurance, Shabbat services at local assisted living facil-
ities and a Passover Seder for seniors. JFS also facilitates the Golden Lunch Bunch in col-
laboration with The Temple on the first and third Tuesdays of each month for a nutritious 
lunch, entertainment, games and socializing. 

Musical Helping Hands matches trained professional musicians with people living 
with Alzheimer’s or others with dementia for one-on-one visits in homes, assisted living 
communities or nursing homes. The Helping Hands Art/OMA Program matches a 
trained facilitator with a person living with dementia for the creation of art. No art expe-
rience is needed and only the space of a card table is necessary! By offering music and art 
options, JFS recognizes that each person responds differently and strives to offer various 
opportunities for meaningful engagement and positive interaction.

The Jacob’s Ladder Program pairs volunteers with seniors who might need assistance 
with small tasks requiring the use of a ladder, such as replacing the batteries in smoke 
detectors, changing light bulbs and setting clocks. 

JFS also provides information and referral services in which social workers help indi-
viduals identify services that are available in the community. Social workers may facilitate 
the access to these services when necessary. The most common request for seniors is eval-
uating different living options, such as aging in place and evaluating independent/assisted 
living options.

JFS provides an ongoing caregiver support group facilitated by a licensed clinical social 
worker on the second and fourth Fridays of each month at noon, at the Gordon JCC.

The Low-vision Aid Program, in partnership with B’nai B’rith Maimonides Lodge 
#46, serves seniors who find it difficult to engage in basic daily activities such as cooking, 
locating appropriate clothing, continuing hobbies, or reading the newspaper due to vision 
difficulties. 

JFS social workers also provide counseling — professional assessment and treatment for 
individuals, couples, families and groups of all ages. A sliding fee scale is available for those 
unable to pay full fee, ensuring access to mental health for all. 

The JFS Senior Directory is a comprehensive, large-print directory of all programs, 
services and activities available to the Jewish Senior community. Printed copies of the 
directory may be found at Jewish Family Service, the Gordon Jewish Community Center, 
synagogues and online at http://jfsnashville.org/senior-directory/. 

If you have questions or would like to learn more about any of the programs listed, 
please call JFS at (615) 356-4234.

ADVERTORIAL SECTION
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Freedom & Independence
You wouldn’t expect a retirement community to make you feel more  

independent than ever before, but Clarendale will do just that. 
In an all-new, maintenance-free private residence with warm hospitality services and 
amenities, plus countless social opportunities, you’ll be free to live life to the fullest.
Clarendale will offer extraordinary independent living, supportive assisted living and 
dedicated memory care under the same roof. Coming soon to Bellevue Place!

VISIT OUR INFORMATION CENTER OR CALL 615-271-5511 .

web  ClarendaleAtBellevuePlace.com  Like us on Facebook

Clarendale at Bellevue Place | 7632 Highway 70 South | Nashville, TN 37221 
Information Center | 7618 Highway 70 South, Suite 106 | Nashville, TN 37221

7-19
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Making Every Moment Count
Have you ever asked yourself how you’d like to die or what would make a “better 

death?” Have you asked those you love? The advancement of medical technology has led 
many to pursue treatments at any cost, even when a cure is not possible. But the tide is 
turning. More people are choosing to forego invasive procedures to make the most of their 
time with loved ones, using medical care to provide comfort when there is no cure.

Melvin Cooper is making every moment count with the help of Alive Hospice, which 
is providing care in his home. Diagnosed with terminal cancer at the age of 86, Melvin de-
clined dialysis to be with his family as much as possible instead of wasting precious hours 
traveling to and from the hospital.

“Treatment might give me a couple more months at the most, but I don’t want to waste 
time going to the hospital three times a week. My goal for the rest of my life is to spend my 
time with my family, thanking them, and letting them know I love them.”

Today, Melvin lives with his granddaughter, Christy, and her husband. 
“Since we’ve had hospice care in the home, we haven’t had to rush him to the emergen-

cy room. His symptoms are under control, and he is comfortable,” Christy said.
The little girl who used to call him up and ask him to bring her ice cream after dark 

now brings it to him.

Aging In Place is On Your Move
We all want to be able to live independently for as long as we are able, and make our 

own choices about where we want to age in place. Aging in Place Transition Services (APS) 
helps our clients make this a reality. 

Sara Beth and the APS Team assisted Suzie, who had lived in her home 46 years, with 
downsizing and moving. The project was like a puzzle with many moving parts, and in the 
end Suzie was very pleased with how it all came together. She was working with Kathleen 
Evers, a Nashville interior designer and friend of the family, who was overseeing renova-
tions to her new condo and coordinating her furniture plan. 

The APS Team has worked with Kathleen on other projects in the past and the team-
work has always led to success. Her daughter-in-law, real estate agent Trish Woolwine, had 
this to say: “Moving can be daunting. Sara Beth and her team are amazing! As an agent, I 
have used the APS team to assist my clients with downsizing and moving. Recently, APS 
helped me pack and move into my husband’s family home. Plus, they managed my mother-
in-law’s downsizing and move into her new apartment.” 

Go to our website to see a video and find out how the entire process worked, from 
deciding what belongings would be moved, what be shipped to children, what would be 
sent to consignment shops and what would be donated to charity.

Follow Us on Facebook to Learn More.

Barton House specializes in 
Memory Care

Barton House Memory Care Assisted Living has been serving families with special-
ized care in Nashville for over 18 years. Adults who have Alzheimer’s and dementia have 
unique physical and emotional needs that benefit greatly from specialized memory care. 

Barton House is designed to ensure residents’ safety without restricting their freedom 
to move and explore. Our programming and facility design are based on memory care best 
practices that lessen confusion and isolation, promote activity and engagement, and create 
the structure and comfort of routine. 

And because memory care is all we do, our staff is equipped to manage the full spec-
trum of dementia symptoms: the ups and downs — the good moments and the trying ones 
— with genuine compassion and understanding. 

Our philosophy of care is really quite simple: Focus on strengths, rather than weakness-
es; Maintain Communication; Be Kind, Always. 

 

Village-Style Retirement Living 
with a Simple Lease

Scheduled to open at the end of the year, Clarendale at Bellevue Place will be the sec-
ond senior living community in the Nashville area to offer signature Clarendale village-style 
retirement living without the expensive buy-in — just a simple lease. The new location in 
One Bellevue Place joins recently opened Clarendale at Indian Lake in Hendersonville. 

Rich in services and casual comfort, Clarendale village-style retirement living is “con-
nected living” — helping residents of the independent living, assisted living and memory 
care communities stay engaged with friends, family and the community around them.

Residents of Clarendale at Bellevue Place may choose from private one- and two-bed-
room apartments in independent living and assisted living — or studio suites in memory 
care for individuals with Alzheimer’s or other forms of dementia. Community spaces for 
socializing and entertaining will include a restaurant-style dining room and casual bistro, a 
pub, salon, fitness center — and for events and gatherings, the Belvedere Room.

The community location, just 13 miles southwest of downtown Nashville at the inter-
section of I-40 and U.S. 70 South in the development of One Bellevue Place, puts shop-
ping, dining and entertainment options, plus the Nashville Predators Sports Center and 

ADVERTORIAL SECTION
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two hotels for visiting family, practically at its doorstep. 
For more details, visit the Clarendale at Bellevue Place information center at 7618 

Highway 70 South, Suite 106, in Nashville — next door to The Well Coffee House. Or, 
get information by phone at (615) 271-5511 or online at ClarendaleAtBellevuePlace.com.

Live Happy, Healthy and Active 
at Home… with Friends!

Two are better than one, true? That’s what Cura caregiver Cathy thought when she met 
94-year-old Sarah and then Edith, a nearby client in her late 80s. 

Based on Cura’s belief that socialization and personal connections are key to healthy 
and active lifestyles, Cathy coordinated schedules so both Edith and Sarah could enjoy 
shared social time together. Sarah and Edith became fast friends, enjoying lunches and 
brunches and shopping. They grew to love their adventures together. 

Then it happened. Sarah fell. In the hospital, bruised and broken, she lost her spark 
and wasn’t motivated to rekindle it. She refused food and therapy. Unwilling to accept 
defeat, Cathy picked up Edith to visit Sarah in the hospital. With all the authority of her 
eighty-plus years, Edith glared at her friend. “Get out of that bed!” In no uncertain terms, 
she told Sarah what she thought of that morose attitude. 

And Sarah got out of that bed. Hospital staff watched in amazement. 
Cura delivers on its promise to provide quality care for seniors in all areas of their lives. 

We work with you to develop a customized care plan that meets your needs and supports 
you best. Our friendly and knowledgeable Certified Nurse Aides help you live a happy, 
healthy and active lifestyle and our professional Personal Assistants provide expert help for 
organizing your home and life. We are Cura For Care. Let us be your solution. It’s what 
we do.

Call today, (615) 522-5265 ask for Moises or Mary, or visit Curaforcare.com.

Make Time with a Personal 
Assistant and Family Advocate

One longtime client calls me “A git-er-done kinda gal.”
What do I do, you wonder? I help people who don’t have enough time, don’t have 

enough hands, or don’t know where to locate whatever they are trying to find. 
Is a vendor taking too long to refund you a credit? Do you have to locate medical re-

cords from way back when? Are you overwhelmed trying to organize tax records or plan 
for unexpected guests? With holidays approaching fast are you left with too much to do? 
“Just call Jane!”

Whether you need to balance your checkbook, find capable resources if you are new 
in town, or plan a major family celebration, my services run the gamut. I see some clients 
every week, others monthly, and many more just when they require expert help. They all 
know that whatever their goal is, it will be met—quickly, discreetly, and responsibly.

I can solve problems and eliminate your stress — especially during an unexpected illness 
or any sudden issue that will consume all of your time and energy. I’ve even helped clients 
to settle complicated estate matters or prepare for local and long-distance moves. 

Want additional information? Just call or email me, Jane Snyder, to learn more about 
how I can assist you or your family. And, if you would like a free copy of my Grocery 
Checklist, please ask — I promise it will save you time at the store!

Call Jane R. Snyder, (615) 557-6277, or email calljane@comcast.net. “My job is to make 
your life easier!”

Seniors and Trusts: A Good Match
It’s a well-documented fact that most people do no estate planning. Of those who do, 

the majority use a last will to pass their estate to a spouse or divide it among their children 
and charities.

Most estate plans do not establish a trust. We suggest that if you can make a list of 
people and charities you want to share in your assets at your death, your plan may benefit 
from a trust, particularly if your estate is over $1 million.

A trust is an agreement between two parties: a settlor and a trustee. The trustee agrees 
to manage and protect assets delivered by the settlor; administer assets according to the 
trust’s instructions; and distribute the income and principal as the trust allows only for the 
benefit of those identified in the trust.

The trustee is a fiduciary and, as so, must act with reasonable care in administering the 
trust and selecting investments; avoid any conflict of interest or self-dealing in holding, 
purchasing and selling assets; and diligently avoid breaching any of the trustee’s many 
duties to the settlor and beneficiaries.

The trustee owes a duty of obedience to follow the trust terms, prudence and reason-
ableness in making investment and administrative decisions, objectivity in not giving pref-
erence to any beneficiary over equally situated beneficiaries, and transparency in providing 
trust information and accountings as prescribed in the trust agreement.

If you are interested in learning more, contact Mindy Hirt or Howard Safer of Argent 
Trust at (615) 385-2718.
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Nashville.
At Camp Moshava in Honesdale, Pennsylvania — an overnight camp affiliated with the 

religious Zionist youth movement Bnei Akiva — nearly a quarter of the staff comes from 
Israel each year and nearly all its senior staff have made aliyah. Many of them are Moshava 
alumni themselves.

“The personal example is without a doubt the best,” said Alan Silverman, who has led 
Moshava for 34 years.

Silverman would know. The camp’s current assistant director, Chaim Livne, was his 
counselor when Silverman was a Moshava camper. Both men now live in Israel.

Silverman won’t hazard a guess as to how many Moshava alumni move to Israel each 
year, but he has a handy proxy for estimating: The camp has a yearly tradition of bequeath-
ing Moshava backpacks to members of the camp community who are Israel-bound, and 
Silverman orders anywhere from 50 to 100 each year.

“Aliyah is a central core value of ours,” Silverman said. “We know that not everyone is 
going to make aliyah because it’s not realistic, but that is certainly a primary goal that we 
educate towards in lots of different ways.”

One of those ways is through an educational theme related to Israel that’s integrated 
broadly into the camp experience. This year’s theme is the hiking path known as the Israel 
Trail, which traverses the country from north to south. The curriculum affords campers 
the chance to learn about Israel’s diverse geography and famous historical figures associat-
ed with different regions of the country.

At Camp Yavneh, a nondenominational camp in Northwood, New Hampshire, a pro-
gram called Kef B’ivrit (Hebrew for “fun in Hebrew”) ensures that all campers spend at 
least a portion of every day immersed in Hebrew. The camp also offers a seminar to pre-
pare its counselors-in-training for dealing with the Israel issue on college campuses. Like 
many Jewish camps, it offers a summer program in Israel for campers who have completed 
11th grade.

“I think there’s an inextricable bond between Yavneh and Israel, and we feel very con-
nected as a community to Israel,” said Bil Zarch, Yavneh’s executive director. “Anything we 
can do to ensure a strong future for our Jewish homeland, that’s what we are going to do.”

Summer camp networks also play a role after the Israel move. Vanessa Better, 23, a San 
Diego native and 13-summer veteran of Camp Ramah in Ojai, California, is moving to 
Israel in November. Even as a study-abroad student at the University of Haifa, she found 
herself embraced by the families of Israeli friends she made through Ramah.

“The offers were always pouring in, even from people I wasn’t so close with — to such 
an extent that I could accept every offer and be set for years for Shabbatot,” Better said. “I 
never would have met those people had it not been for Camp Ramah.”

This article was sponsored by and produced in partnership with Nefesh B’Nefesh, which in coop-
eration with Israel’s Ministry of Aliyah, The Jewish Agency, KKL and JNF-USA is minimizing the 
professional, logistical and social obstacles of aliyah, and has brought over 50,000 olim from North 
America and the United Kingdom over the last 15 years. This article was produced by JTA’s native 
content team.

Summer Camp
Continued from page 8

He set out on the 500-mile journey with a group of six. In the middle of the hazardous 
trek —an estimated 4,000 Ethiopian Jews did not survive the journey or the Sudanese ref-
ugee camp — the guide told them he was leaving them with his son and donkey to go the 
rest of the way, and “we believed him.” The problem was, the son did not know how to 
get to Sudan — but the donkey had been there before and “the donkey was now our GPS.”

In the middle of the jungle, robbers came and took everything, but the group contin-
ued. Without any weaponry, they had to be careful of lions and other predators — especial-
ly regarding the donkey, who was the only one who knew where they were going.

Five days after the robbery, they arrived at the border, where he was surprised to see his 
younger brother, who had also left the village to make the journey.

In Sudan, “we didn’t have anything” and the refugee camp was “very bad,” but “we 
were lucky” as some Ethiopian youth had already been working with the Mossad, Israel’s 
clandestine agency. 

He was in the refugee camp for a couple of months, but said many stayed for up to four 
years. He was able to get to Khartoum, where he was flown to Paris, then to Israel, arriving 
“with nothing” in 1983 after a four and one-half month odyssey.

After learning Hebrew, he went to the university to get a degree in social work, after 
which he went into the army and became a mental health officer. 

While in the army, he participated in Operation Solomon, welcoming fellow Ethiopi-
an Jews to Israel. 

Today, there are about 150,000 Ethiopian-Israelis, with 110,000 under the age of 40.
Akale said the children want to learn and be like other Israelis, “to compete with Israeli 

society and to be at the highest level.” But because the majority live in low-income areas, 
opportunities often aren’t there.

The ENP developed SPACE, School Performance and Community Empowerment, 
which promotes academic growth and provides supplemental scholastic assistance, along 
with leadership skills and a greater connection to their heritage.

The “Bridges” program boosts English proficiency, providing a competitive benefit and 
enabling greater connection to the world Jewish community as emissaries.

“Our community is a motivated community,” Akale said. He pointed with pride to the 
national general matriculation exam, which 71 percent of Israeli students pass. Among 
Ethiopians, he said, it is 82 percent.

“That’s the work we’re doing, child by child, family by family, city by city,” he said. 
“You must do to change the reality to a good reality, and you must work day and night… 
you must dream, you must think, you must do a lot to change your abilities and your life.”

Ethiopian
Continued from page 3



 16 August 2019 The Jewish Observer

The Jewish Federation and Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee

 is currently accepting applications for :
The Lori Ann Fishel Fund to Enhance 
the Lives of Those with Disabilities

Applications for this quarter are available and due by September 30, 2019. For information, please 
contact Shannon Small, Financial Resource Philanthropic Officer, at 615-354-1651. The 
Jewish Foundation welcomes gifts from the community to existing funds. 

The goal of the Lori Ann Fishel Fund is to 
provide incentive grants (to offset costs) 
to help individuals with disabilities to 
travel, participate in programs, or pursue 
hobbies and interests in order to enrich 
their lives and encourage independence. 
The incentives may be used to attend:

The incentive grant is designed to help 
defray costs of travel, registration, and 
meals as well as providing an aide or 
companion, if needed. All incentive grants 
will be paid as a reimbursement of costs.

To be eligible for a Lori 
Ann Fishel Fund Incentive 
Grant the applicant must:
1. Live within the area served by

the Jewish Federation and Jewish
Foundation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee.

2. Be a Jewish individual or a member
of a Jewish family of any age with a
diagnosed disability.

3. Complete the attached form.

4. Submit a letter of recommendation.
The person preparing the letter
of recommendation should
be knowledgeable about the
applicant’s ability to participate in
the suggested outing.

JFON-LoriFishel-Jan18-10x6.5.indd   1 7/16/208   

Lori Ann Fishel • Classes
• Concerts
• Lectures
• Conferences
• Other enriching experiences

On July 21, about 50 people attended the latest New-
comers Reception, at Horseshoe Bend Clubhouse. Some 
newcomers have been in Nashville just a few weeks, while 
others have been around for a while and are now ready to 
start connecting with the local Jewish community.

The Welcoming Ambassadors spoke about the warmth 
of Nashville’s Jewish community.

Organized by the Jewish Federation and Jewish Foun-
dation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, the receptions 
are held quarterly, and follow-up activities help strengthen 
newcomers’ ties to the community.

Newcomers who want to be involved in the 
next reception, or those who want to serve as a 
Welcoming Ambassador, helping newcomers get 

acclimated to life in Nashville, please contact Adult 
Outreach Coordinator Michal Becker, (615) 354-

1696, or michal@jewishnashville.org.

Welcome, Y’all!
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OPTOMETRIST
DR. JEFFREY SONSINO 

DR. MICHELE SONSINO 
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear 

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTIST

GLUCK ORTHODONTICS 
Specialists in Orthodontics 
Dr. Joel Gluck DDS, MS

Dr. Jonathan Gluck DDS, MSD 
2002 Richard Jones Road A-200 

615.269.5903
drgluck.com

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY

DR. TODD A. RUBIN, M.D. 
Specializing in Hand & 

Upper Extremity Surgery 
Hughston Clinic Orthopaedics

615-342-6300

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
GHERTNER & COMPANY 
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management 
Property Management since 1968

615-255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY 
AND COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, PhD, LPC 
Psychotherapy for Individuals, 

Adolescents, Couples and Families 
nashvillepsychotherapyandcounseling.com 

Please contact: 615-473-4815
or ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE
Office:  615.463.3333

Joyce E. Friedman, REALTOR®, ABR
Helping You Move-On with Your Life

• Multi-Million Dollar Sales Producer
• Among Top 100 of 650 Crye-Leike 

Agents in Middle TN in 2018
• Luxury/Estate Residential Market Professional
• Complimentary Real Estate Consultation

C: (615) 714-1666 • O: (615) 373-2044
joyce@joycefriedmanproperties.com
www.joycefriedmanproperties.com

Franklin Pargh 
615-351-7333 

Franklin.pargh@compass.com
Lana Pargh

615-504-2685 
Lana.pargh@compass.com

www.pargh.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC 
Providing traditional tax and accounting 

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

APPLIANCES

ELECTRONIC EXPRESS is a leader in 
top quality, brand-name electronics and 
appliances at exceptionally low prices. 

Stocking the latest items, Electronic Ex-
press takes pride in providing customers 
with products at prices to fit any budget.  

From televisions, appliances, smart 
devices and cameras to security systems, 

furniture and mattresses, Electronic 
Express has everything to take your home 
to the next level. Electronic Express offers 
special financing, delivery and installation 
options. We make it happen! Visit us at 

any of our 18 locations or online at www.
electronicexpress.com

HERMITAGE LIGHTING
Lighting • Appliances • Hardware 

Plumbing • Custom Cabinetry
Smart Home Products
Low Price Guarantee

615•843•3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY 

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate 
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 2250 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

SARAH STEIN, ATTORNEY
Personal Injury

Mitch Grissim & Associates
325 Union Street

Nashville, TN 37201
615-255-9999

sarah@tnlaw.com

CAREGIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC 
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge® 

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best” 
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
505 N Main Street

Shelbyville, TN  37160
931-680-2771

www.familystaffing.com

CAREGIVER (cont.)

Custom senior care for active, healthy
lifestyles. Affordable/no minimums.

Meals, meds, transportation & outings.
Memory loss and Hospital recovery.

Professional & screened care partners.
Locally owned. Call Moises for
Free assessment: 615-678-9223

www.curaforcare.com

CATERING

MAGGIANO’S
LITTLE ITALY

We Bring People Together to Celebrate the 
Love of Family and Friends

3106 West End Ave
(615) 514-0280

DENTIST
STEVEN R. HECKLIN DMD 
SHAWN H. SCHLESSEL DDS 
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry 

www.drhecklin.com
5606 Brookwood Place

615-356-7500

EDUCATION SERVICES

Francine Schwartz M.A. LPC NCC 
Independent Educational Consultant 
Helping students and families find, apply to 

and pay for the right fit college 
860-460-8829  

fschwartz@pathfindercounselingllc.com  
www.pathfindercounselingllc.com

INSURANCE
JAMES A. ROTHBERG

ADAM ROTHBERG
James A. Rothberg & Associates 

Office:  615-997-1833
Fax: 615-665-1300

1 Burton Hills Blvd.  Suite 220
Email: jrothberg@jarinsurance.com 

info@jarinsurance.com

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 

Marsha Jaffa, CIC; Van Robins, CIC 
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 615-665-9200 • www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC. 
Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business, 
Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection 
6213 Charlotte Pike, Nashville, TN 37209

615-356-1700      www.zanderins.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD  ROSENBLUM, M.D. Eye 

Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital • Ph. 615-386-9200

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
REAL ESTATE (cont.)

www.zeitlin.com
Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH, CEO
615-383-0183 (bus.)
615-294-9880 (cell)

jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com 
www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

615-794-0833 (bus.)
615-351-5343 (cell)

lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR
615-383-0183 (bus.) 
615-973-1117 (cell) 

nanspeller2014@gmail.com

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!
Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR® 

www.JackieKarr.com
JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 

Your Running/Walking 
Swimming Headquarters 

3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

615-383-0098

TALENT AND 
ENTERTAINMENT

Create your dream event with
The Blue Tone Chamber Players and The 

Nashville Blue Tones
Music City’s premier variety dance band!

(615) 352-6358
info@bluetonemusicusa.com

TRAVEL SERVICES

Expredia Cruise Ship Centers
A Full Service Travel Agency

Alan Cooper: Office: 629-202-8945
www.cruiseshipcenters.com/AlanCooper
7081 B Hwy 70 S / Kroger Shopping Ctr.

TREE SERVICES

Preserving the Natural Beauty of Trees 
and Shrubs. Specializing in the care of 
shade and ornamental trees and shrubs 

for residential and commercial properties.
Serving Nashville since 1978. 

615-373-4342 www.druidtree.com
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Nashville’s Terryl A. Propper has been 
named the president of the Tennessee 
Dental Association, the first female pres-
ident in the 2,400-member association’s 
152-year history.  

Propper recently retired as the senior 
partner of a group endodontic practice in 
Nashville, where she served as CEO. She 
had been with the multi-doctor, multi-loca-
tion group for 30 years. 

A TDA member since 1982, Propper 
has received numerous awards for lead-
ership and accomplishments in her field. 
She has been recognized by the TDA with 
the fellowship award and CE award and 
the Nashville Dental Society with the Rich-
ard Sullivan Award. She received the pres-
tigious President’s Award in 2009 and the 
Spirit of Service Award in 2013 from the 
American Association of Endodontists. 
She was also honored with the Lucy Hobbs 
Project, Women to Watch Award, in 2013, 
from Benco Dental Company. 

Propper started her career in Knoxville 
and Alcoa as a general dentist. She was 
a member of the Second District Dental 
Society. She was a 1986 Hillenbrand Fel-
lowship Finalist and eventually sold her 
practice in Alcoa and moved to Chicago, 
to accept a position as assistant director of 
marketing for the American Dental Asso-
ciation. She was recognized for her role as 
editor of the marketing newsletter Dynam-
ic Dental Strategies, when the ADA re-
ceived a prestigious Golden Apple Award 
for that publication.

She has served in every office of the 
Nashville Dental Society, and when elect-
ed president in 2001, she was the second 
female to hold that office in 50 years. She 
is known as a trailblazer, an innovator, an 
instigator, a visionary and a change agent. 

Earlier this year, Propper was a featured 
speaker at Women Making Waves on the 
campus of her alma mater, Tulane Univer-
sity. Propper has served in the ADA House 
of Delegates and the TDA House of Del-
egates and was a consultant to the ADA 
Council on Dental Practice. She currently 
sits on the Board of Directors of the Nash-
ville Dental Society and is a member of the 
TDA Board of Trustees. She is a member 
of the Tulane Alumni Association Board, 
the UT Dental Alumni Board and is a past 
Chairman of the Board of the Interfaith 
Dental Clinic. 

Propper is well known in the Nashville 
community for her ability to create a supe-
rior experience for her patients in need of 
a root canal. Her reputation for managing 
difficult patients and her nurturing and 
positive spirit contributed to her success 
during her years in clinical practice. 

Propper is known to be a phenomenal 
chef and has competed in numerous cook-
ing contests on both state and national 
levels, and had a reputation as the only en-
dodontist who provided her patients with 
a root canal and a recipe. She has won 
cooking competitions regionally and na-
tionally and has competed in the Nation-
al Beef Cook Off and the Tillamook Mac 
and Cheese Contest. 

Propper makes history as 
Dental Association president

The Gordon Jewish Community Center’s August exhibit features the work of the 
Nashville region of the Tennessee Watercolor Society. The selection of water media works 
on paper will be in the Janet Levine March Gallery and JLMG2 gallery.

The Nashville TnWS Region has a membership of more than 70 artists. There is a 
statewide membership of approximately 250. 

The society was formed in 1971 to elevate the stature of watercolor as an important, cre-
ative, permanent painting medium, and to educate the public to the significance of paint-
ers in all watermedia by its programs, workshops and its exhibitions; juried and non-juried. 
Their purpose is to further the interest of painters in all Water media and encourage the 
study of Water media by art students and others engaged in the medium, as well as sup-
porting all the visual arts. 

As a region and state organization, they support each other in one’s journey and com-
municate opportunities for learning. They hold paint-outs and paint-ins, socials and other 
events for building community.

Sit Down, Rest Awhile

August exhibit features watercolor society
Paintings in TnWS exhibits must have been painted in an aqueous manner, on pa-

per, and presented framed behind glass. Watermedia includes watercolor, acrylics and 
gouache. Collage is accepted with hand painted papers. This exhibiting group represents 
how varied the genres, techniques and styles can be in watermedia.

The Sig Held Gallery will feature the work of Rhonda Wenick’s painting students. The 
oil painting class started about 11 years ago at the J. The show will feature a mix of begin-
ning and intermediate students.  

Exhibition dates are August 2 to 30. 
The reception for the artists is on August 7 from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Gordon JCC.  

There will be music by DJ Joseph, along with complimentary food and beverage. The event 
is free and open to the public. 

Planet Kid Expands 
Afterschool Pickup

To meet the needs of members, The 
Gordon Jewish Community Center’s Plan-
et Kid afterschool program will now be 
picking up students at Gower Elementary 
School.

For more information on the program, 
and other youth programming, visit nash-
villejcc.org/planetkid

Terryl Propper
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To Be In The Directory, Call 615.356.3242 ext. 299

BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY

Your Guide to Fine Businesses  
and Services Around Music City

Please Support Our Advertisers… They’re The Best!

Olifecycles

CLASSIFIED ADS

PET CARE

In-Home Pet Care by Noah Rosenblum
Bellevue, Belle Meade, Hillwood
Over 8 Years Experience
NMRosenblum@gmail.com, (615) 491-8731

Obituaries
Dorothy Kohnstamm

Dorothy Kohnstamm died on June 29. Services were 
held on July 7 in the Lucas Chapel at the Sherith Israel 
cemetery.

John Downie
John Downie died on July 3 in London, Ontario. Son of 

the late Bernard and Jane Watson Downie, he also is prede-
ceased by his sister Annie “Nan” Glen and brother Bernard 
Downie. He leaves his children Linda (Sandy), Michael (Ran-
dy) of Nashville, and Iain (Graeme); grandchildren Chris-
topher, Jordan, Lilia Claire and Dorian; great grandsons 
Joshua and Cole; and many cousins, nieces and nephews. A 
memorial service was held on July 10 in Canada. 

Rose Levy
Rose Levy, mother of Bob Levy, died on July 4. Services 

were held in Florida.

Carla Rich
Carla Rich died on July 11. She was preceded in death 

by her husband, Herbert Rich. She is survived by her chil-
dren: Terry Rich, Tracey Rich (Ganaga White), Jonathan 
(Jon) Rich. Services were held July 14 at The Temple. Spe-
cial thanks to her care giver Cymethia “Sam “ Brown. In 
lieu of flowers make donations to “Equal Justice Initiative” 
eji.org/donate 

Robert Joseph “Bob” Nelson
Robert Joseph “Bob” Nelson, 64, passed away suddenly 

on July 11 at his home. He was born Feb 1, 1955 in Toledo, 
Ohio and moved to Nashville with his family in 1967. Bob 
graduated from John Overton High School and went on 
to Baptist Bible College in Springfield, Mo., to follow his 
calling to work with youth at his home church, Whisper-
ing Hills Baptist Church in Nashville. Life later led him to 
work with the Crisis Hotline and then to a 15-year career 
with Parthenon Pavilion in their Community Assistance 
Program. Bob was preceded in death by his beloved wife, 
Donna Hearn Nelson; and his parents: Marjorie and Reg-
inald Nelson. He is survived by his daughters: Nichole 
Murrell and Rochelle (Bryan) Nelson Sans; step-children: 
Mandy (Ian) Rymer and Joey McDaniel; sister: Pat (Wayne) 
Halper; grandchildren: Taylor, Laney, Madison, Landon, 
Gabriel, Braidyn, Bryce, Hudson, Charlie and Jack; and 
nephews: Neal and Josh. A celebration of his life will be 
on Aug. 3 at Clearview Baptist Church, with visitation at 
10 a.m. and the service beginning at 11 a.m.

Anna Bukengolts

Births
Mazel tov to Bill and Heddy Bernstein on the birth of 

their first grandchild, Aida Ruth Owensby, born on June 
27 to Adam and Gertrude Owensby of Charleston, S.C.

B’nai Mitzvah
Anna Bukengolts 

Anna Bukengolts will become 
Bat Mitzvah at Congregation Mi-
cah on August 10 at 10:30 a.m.

Anna is the daughter of Tania 
and Boris Bukengolts. She is sis-
ter to Sasha and Kate Bukengolts, 
and granddaughter of All Gaupt-
man and Roland Bukengolts, and 
Ludmila Markina. 

Anna is an 8th grader at JT 
Moore Middle School. She is on 
her school’s swim team, loves to 
spend time with friends and family, listen to music, play 
with her little sister, and travel. She enjoys being a team 
manager at JT Moore basketball team as well as a CIT 
at Camp Davis during summer. For her Mitzvah project, 
Anna chose to help animals at the shelter.

Gustav Bernstein
Gustav Bernstein will become Bar Mitzvah at Temple 

Beth Tefilloh in Brunswick, Ga., on August 17. He is the 
son of Bill an Heddy Bernstein, formerly of Nashville.

Jonah Biller
Jonah Biller will become Bar 

Mitzvah at Congregation Micah 
on August 31 at 10:30 a.m.

Jonah is the son of Dr. Daniel 
and Tara Biller. He is the brother 
to Andrew and Macie, and grand-
son of Dr. Samuel and Rhonnie 
Leder and Stephen and Margaret 
Biller. 

Jonah is a rising 7th grader at 
Ensworth Middle School. In his 
free time, he enjoys basketball, 
baseball and soccer. Jonah Biller

Inquirers launching 
seventh decade

Renette Corenswet remembers it well.  She was a bride 
new to Nashville in 1950. An invitation came to a start-up 
book club. She went to the first meeting.  Sixty-nine years 
later she is still a member and the club continues. 

The Inquirers is not your usual book club.  In the spring 
the group selects a topic for the year. Approximately half 
the members will give a paper on that topic.  The other half 
each host a snack table once during that year.  The following 
year a new topic is chosen and the lists are changed.  Last 
year the topic was “Jewish Women Scientists.”  Members 
learned how daunting challenges can sometimes be to outli-
er women in science who are also Jewish.

The club meets 12 times during the academic year on 
Fridays from noon to 2 p.m. at the Gordon Jewish Com-
munity Center.  

A tea celebrating members and welcoming any interest-
ed women is planned for Aug. 16 at 2 p.m. at The Wes-
sex.  This year the topic is “Ourselves.”  Participants will 
share their own stories in their own ways — through words, 
themes, songs, and pictures. 

Come to the tea and make new friends! For more in-
formation contact Jean Roseman at jean.roseman@icloud.
com.

Phyllis E. Paller
Phyllis E. Paller, 78, passed away on July 19 in Nash-

ville. Phyllis was born on March 18, 1941 in New Bedford, 
Mass., and grew up in Bronx, N.Y., where she attended 
Roosevelt High School. She was a beloved wife, mother, 
and soulmate. Phyllis was preceded in death by her first 
husband, Michael Nachman, her second husband, Jerry 
Paller; and son, Ross David. She is survived by daughter, 
Risë Nachman; and soulmate, Frank Robinson. Funeral 
Service was on, July 24, 2019 at West End Synagogue, with 
burial at K.K.A.I. Cemetery.

Marian Wise
Marian Wise, 77, passed away on July 21. She is pre-

ceded in death by her daughter, Stacy Greenberg, and old-
er brother, Rodney Wise. She is survived by her sons, Dr. 
Mathew Greenberg, Mitchell Greenberg and Daniel Green-
berg; grandchildren, Madeleine (age 19), Miles (age 14), and 
Meyer (age 7) Greenberg. Mrs. Wise was a loving mother, 
grandmother and friend, she loved spending time with her 
grandchildren, knitting and reading murder mysteries and 
watching crime dramas that inspired her at the age of 50 
to pursue a Law degree from the Nashville School of Law. 
Graveside services were on July 24 at K.K.A.I cemetery.

Graduations
Rachel F. Cohen, D.O., graduated from Des Moines 

University’s College of Osteopathic Medicine in May. She 
will begin her medical residency in General Surgery at As-
cension Macomb-Oakland Hospital in Warren, Mich., in 
July. Rachel is the daughter of Lee and Deborah Cohen, 
sister of Alan Cohen, and granddaughter of Florence Wit-
tenstein, the late Ralph Cohen, and the late Bob and Sara 
Jackson.

Back to School Bash
Summer’s almost over! Join the Gordon Jewish Com-

munity Center at the pool on Aug. 4 to end it with a splash 
and celebrate the start of the school year! “Food, DJ, Fun, 
and Games” will be from noon to 3 p.m., with cookout 
food available for purchase. 
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