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Save The Date
Federation Annual 

Meeting on June 12
The 83rd annual meeting of the 

Jewish Federation and Jewish Founda-
tion of Nashville and Middle Tennes-
see will be held on June 12 at 7 p.m. 
at the Gordon Jewish Community 
Center.

The meeting will include the elec-
tion of officers and members of the 
Federation board of directors. In 
addition, Jacob Ruden and Christie 
Wiemers will receive the 2019 Sandy 
Averbuch Young Leadership Award, 
in recognition of continuing commit-
ment to service with Nashville’s Jew-
ish community.

The 2019 Federation nominating 
committee will present the following 
slate of officers:

President: Steve Hirsch
Vice President: Aron Karabel
Secretary: Janet Weismark
Treasurer: Martin Satinsky
Nominees for a three-year board 

term are Jacob Kupin, Hayley Levy 
and Christie Wiemers. One-year term 
nominees are Marjean Coddon and 
Gary Fradkin.

Rabbi Joshua Kullock of West End 
Synagogue is the incoming senior con-
gregational rabbi.

At a ceremony on May 1, Akiva School 
received STEM certification. The award 
was presented by Connie Smith, State Di-
rector of AdvancedED Tennessee, before a 
gathering of Akiva friends and faculty. Aki-
va is the first primary school in Tennessee 
to receive this certification and the only 
Jewish day school in the world to do so. 

What does this mean? The terms 
STEM and STEAM are increasingly ap-
pearing in the everyday vernacular. It is the 
educational direction that is coming into 
prominence. 

Gone are the days of memorizing and 
rote. STEAM, which stands for Science, 
Technology, Engineering, Arts and Math, 
integrates those disciplines in every class 
beginning in Kindergarten. For example, 
the teacher doesn’t just read “The Hungry 
Caterpillar” to the class, but also discusses 
ideas like: how does the caterpillar move? 
How does it know when to make its co-
coon? How can one being become another? 
Which do you think is more attractive, the 
caterpillar or the butterfly? Why? STEAM 
fosters curiosity and critical thinking.

It took Akiva three years to gather evi-
dence to be able to apply for certification. 
Once that was accomplished, evaluators 
spent two days in the Akiva classrooms 
and were very impressed by what they saw. 
In their report, they highlighted a coding 
class in the kindergarten led by Vardit 
Binstein and an art class led by Annette 

Calloway. The report pointed out Akiva’s 
high scores in the ability to reach every 
child and integrate the STEAM values of 
wonder, curiosity, and analytical thinking, 
Smith told a board member after the cere-
mony that Akiva reached the highest over-
all score ever, 380 points out of 400. 

Akiva’s STEAM Team is composed of 
Susan Eskew, Lead STEAM teacher; Vardit 
Binstein, technology integrationist; Rena 
Malkofsky Berger, math lead, and Daniella 

Pressner, Head of School.
Eric Stillman, executive director of the 

Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, said 
that “It is incredibly impressive that Akiva 
School is the first Jewish day school in the 
world and the first elementary school in 
the State of Tennessee to receive STEAM 
accreditation from AdvancedEd, which is 
the leading global school accrediting orga-
nization.”

Memphis judge facing censure
Federation part of coalition calling for action after judge posts article by Holocaust denier
By LARRY BROOK

The Jewish Federation and Jewish 
Foundation of Nashville and Middle Ten-
nessee was part of a coalition of groups 
that called for the censure of a Memphis 
criminal court judge for a series of social 
media posts that “carry a dark message of 
hatred,” including reposting an article by a 
Holocaust denier that called on Jews to get 
over the Holocaust. Others are calling on 
the judge to resign.

On April 5, Shelby County Criminal 
Court Judge Jim Lammey posted a link on 
his Facebook account to the article “Stop 
With the Golems, Already!” by David 
Cole. In late April, the Memphis Commer-
cial Appeal reported about the post, along 
with others that were controversial.

On May 8, a coalition of faith-based, 
civil rights, and educational professionals 
had presented a letter to the Administra-
tive Office of the Courts and the Board 
of Judicial Conduct at a meeting of the 
county’s Law Enforcement, Corrections, 
and Courts Committee. The letter called 
for the board to “publicly censure Judge 
Lammey and to explore bringing the an-
ti-bias and Holocaust education resources 
of our respective organizations to the judg-
es, clerks, and staff of our state judicial 
system.”

In addition to the Nashville Federa-
tion, the coalition included Jewish Com-
munity Partners of Memphis, American 
Muslim Advisory Council, Anti-Defama-
tion League Southeast Region, Bridges, 
Facing History and Ourselves Memphis 

Region, Latino Memphis, Memphis Islam-
ic Center, Metropolitan Inter Faith Associ-
ation, NAACP Memphis Branch, National 
Civil Rights Museum and the Tennessee 
Holocaust Commission.

On May 8, the committee voted 7-0 
to recommend censure to the Tennessee 
Board of Judicial Conduct, as the commit-
tee does not have the power to censure, 
and on May 13 voted 12-0 to ask the board 
to state Lammey had done judicial miscon-
duct.

Committee chair Tami Sawyer, a can-
didate for mayor of Memphis, had already 
denounced Lammey, saying on Twitter 
that “it’s time for him to hang up his robe.”

Cole’s piece said Jews create monsters 
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Jewish Family Service invites the com-
munity to its annual meeting on June 20, 
when the agency will install new executive 
board members and directors, honor out-
going directors and present awards to two 
outstanding people involved with JFS, Di-

ana Lutz and Phil Russ.
The meeting will be from 7 to 8 p.m. 

in the board room of the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center. It will be followed by 
a dessert reception. 

The JFS Executive Board slate for 2019-

20 is Nan Speller, president; Susan Zager, 
vice-president; Danielle Mendelson, secre-
tary; Steve Lapidus, treasurer; Ben Russ, 
immediate past-president, and Heidi Hass-
enfeld and Adam Hyatt, executive commit-
tee members at large. New board members 
nominated for a 3-year term include Mi-
chelle Frohsin, Terry Katzman-Rosenblum. 
Board members completing their terms in-
clude Rae Hirsch and Howard Safer.

Phil Russ will receive the Chaver 
(friend) Award for providing outstanding 
assistance to JFS through collaboration 
and volunteer contributions to the agency’s 
mission. Russ has been an active volunteer 
with JFS since 2006, when he served as a 
board member. Russ continues to serve on 
the budget and finance committee, and 
served on the committee during the 2010 
floods to determine grant levels for those 
who suffered catastrophic damage to their 
homes. Professionally, he just retired after 

40 years as a real 
estate appraiser, 
where he served 
as present of the 
Greater Tennes-
see Chapter of 
the Appraisal 
Institute. 

Russ’ vol-
unteerism has 
touched many 
organizat ions 
in the commu-
nity, including 
serving as pres-
ident of both 
The Temple 
and Second 
Harvest Food 
Bank, as well as 
board member 
of JFS and The 
Jewish Feder-
ation. He also 
was co-chair of 
Boulevard Bolt 
and chaired the by-laws committee for the 
Federation. 

Russ is also the father of outgoing 
president Ben Russ, who learned from his 
father’s example. Just as a good friend is 
there for you when you need them, JFS can 
always count on Phil Russ to be a Chaver 
to the agency stepping in quietly to help in 
any way he can.

Diana Lutz will be receiving the Ru-
ach (spirit) Award for outstanding contri-
butions to the president, board and the 
organization. Professionally, Lutz served 
as the assistant campaign director of the 
Federation for many years. As a lay leader, 
she served on the boards of Jewish Family 
Service, Congregation Sherith Israel, Ha-
dassah and West End Synagogue. 

Keeping with the theme of Ruach, or 
spirit, she has chaired the Membership and 
Welcome Committee for Sherith Israel, is 
an ambassador for the Newcomers and Wel-
come Committee of the Federation and is 
the first face you see at every JFS Chesed 
Dinner for the past 5 years as she welcomes 
you to the dinner. Lutz shares her Ruach to 
ensure all feel truly welcomed and find their 
place in the Nashville Jewish Community. 

This past fiscal year, Jewish Family Ser-
vice served over 1700 clients through 17 
programs and services, ranging from Coun-
seling to Kosher Food Boxes to Support 
Groups, to Chanukah gifts for children. 

Please attend the Annual Meeting to 
find out more about the critical work JFS 
does, quietly and discreetly, while honor-
ing those who partner with us and help 
make our work possible. Please contact 
Jewish Family Service with any questions 
at (615) 356-4234.

Lutz and Russ to be honored at JFS annual meeting

Diana Lutz

Phil Russ

Observer’s Mills 
named to AJPA 
exec committee

Carrie Mills, advertising manager of 
the Jewish Observer, has been asked to 
serve on the American Jewish Press Asso-
ciation Executive Committee. It was noted 
that she more than earned a place on the 
board with her presence, enthusiasm and 
years of experience and success in the field.

Currently celebrating its 75th year, 
AJPA is the professional association for 
Jewish periodicals in North America. The 
annual convention will be held this month 
in St. Louis.

The Observer’s current editor, Larry 
Brook, is a past AJPA vice president.

Charles Sprintz & Family
Adored by everyone, to us he was kind and loving,  

we felt like family and we loved him. 

Thank you for sharing Charles with us.  

With sadness and gratitude from his Cura for Care team
Mary, Anita, Frances, Kanya, Stacy and Winn.
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Murfreesboro Student Speaks Out
Classmates persisted in giving Nazi salutes, school says assignment where student portrays Hitler will be discontinued

By LARRY BROOK
An 11-year-old girl in Murfreesboro is being commend-

ed for speaking out as classmates persisted in doing Nazi 
salutes in school, and the school has decided to discontin-
ue a program that sparked the controversy.

When the girl told classmates to stop doing the Nazi 
salutes, she was sent to the hallway and then to the princi-
pal’s office to wait for her mother to pick her up, leading 
her father to post the account on Twitter.

Her father, Keith Gamble, chair of the Department of 
Economics and Finance at Middle Tennessee State Uni-
versity in Murfreeboro, asked for expressions of support 
for his daughter’s actions, support that poured in from 
around the world.

On a more concrete local level, the Community Re-
lations Committee of the Jewish Federation and Jewish 
Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, along 
with the Southeast regional office of the Anti-Defamation 
League in Atlanta, has been working with the family and 
the school system.

As part of a fifth-grade Living History project at the Mc-
Fadden School of Excellence, among the historical figures 
assigned to students to portray was Adolf Hitler. Each stu-
dent portraying an historical figure was to dress the part, 
and the student assigned to portray Hitler was instructed 
to perform the Nazi salute as part of the act.

In a series of tweets, the Gambles explained the time-
line. The project began in early April, with students receiv-
ing their assignments. At the first rehearsal in mid-April, 
when the student portraying Hitler gave the salute, “10-20 
classmates observing the performance return the salute.” 
After the Gambles’ daughter became upset by it, she was 
given “an open platform at that time to appropriately voice 
her concerns and share with her peers her feelings,” but 
then she was told “not to address it again” if classmates 
persisted.

Many students did persist, reportedly regularly doing 
the salute around campus. As she told the students that 
it was wrong, rumors started that a group of the students 
planned a group Sieg Heil salute when she entered a class-
room. Concerned, she waited outside of the classroom 
until she could follow the teacher in, and the teacher told 
the class that the Nazi salute is wrong and they should not 
make it any more.

The salutes subsided for a while, picking back up after 
more rehearsals. At the final rehearsal on May 9, about 
10 to 20 of the 75 students once again returned the Sieg 
Heil salute. After none of the teachers said anything, the 
Gambles’ daughter shouted for them to put their hands 

down. She was removed from the classroom for being “dis-
respectful.”

Because of the bullying over this issue, “school feels 
lonely sometimes” for her, Gamble said.

In a hallway conversation with a teacher after she was 
removed from the rehearsal, she expressed that the salute 
is wrong and the teachers should have done something 
about it. Mrs. Gamble said that was interpreted as her be-
ing disrespectful to teachers, and she was brought to the 
principal’s office.

The teacher called Mrs. Gamble to tell her that her 
daughter was “disciplined and removed from the class-
room” and they should discuss proper classroom etiquette.

In the timeline, Mrs. Gamble said the teacher told 
her at the end of the conversation that her daughter’s dis-
ruption was a response to other students “giving it back.” 
When Mrs. Gamble asked what “it” was, she was told “the 
Nazi salute,” which was the first time she had heard of the 
salutes happening at the school. 

According to James Evans, communications director 
for Rutherford County Schools, the Gambles’ daughter 
was not disciplined or punished for her actions, but had 
been removed from the classroom so she could calm down. 
Furthermore, he said, the school agreed that the students’ 
actions were “completely inappropriate.”

The performance was that evening, and the next day 
was the school’s “McTonys” awards for Living History per-
formances. When the World War II sketch won an award 
and the student playing Hitler went up to get the award, a 
few students gave the salute, but no higher than head level. 
Mrs. Gamble was in the audience and noticed it.

When her daughter’s group won an award, she used 
her speech time to mention the salutes and urged parents 
to talk to their children about why the gesture is wrong.

The Gambles, who are not Jewish, are close friends 
with a family that belongs to Congregation Micah. Upon 
hearing about the problems at school, that family got them 
in touch with Micah Rabbi Laurie Rice, who referred them 
to the Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation of Nash-
ville and Middle Tennessee.

Deborah Oleshansky, the Federation’s director of com-
munity relations, said “that’s what we’re here for,” whether 
an incident involves someone Jewish, a non-Jewish friend, 
anything related to anti-Semitism or anti-Israel bias, any-
thing “even peripherally connected to the Jewish commu-
nity.”

On May 17, David Hoffman, associate regional direc-
tor of the Anti-Defamation League’s office in Atlanta, said 
they worked with the family and school system even before 

the issue became national news. “They recognize the prob-
lems with the assignment itself and the impact that ensued 
with other students who were seen giving the salute,” he 
said. There will no longer be portrayals of Hitler.

The principal spoke to the entire fifth grade “to clarify 
the issues and make it clear that giving the Nazi salute was 
unacceptable behavior.” An email went out to parents reit-
erating that “we do not condone any type of symbolism or 
actions that can be interpreted as hate-filled or insensitive.”

Further action included recommendations that the 
school have an educational program for students, utilizing 
expertise from the ADL’s No Place for Hate and A World 
of Difference Institute programs. “Going forward, the dis-
trict indicated they plan to do district-wide staff training 
on the Holocaust and anti-bias,” Hoffman said. 

Shelley Rose, ADL deputy regional director, said the 
ADL considers simulations to be a bad teaching tool. “It 
is completely irresponsible to have a student dress up as 
Hitler and do the Zeig Heil sign — no matter what the age.”

Oleshansky said there will be continued outreach to 
educators to sensitize them, and a workshop for Jewish 
parents is being planned, to help identify and understand 
issues of anti-Semitism, whether incidents are anti-Semitic 
or just seem so, and what resources are available when an 
incident occurs.

“If issues come up, we are a resource,” she said.
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OLetters

On May 3, members of the 
Nashville Jewish community 
gathered at Chabad of Nash-
ville in unity and solidarity 
with the Jewish community 
of Poway, Calif., following the 
shooting in the Chabad of 
Poway synagogue on the last 
day of Passover.

Prayers were recited, words 
of inspiration were shared by 
Rabbi Yitzchok and Esther 
Tiechtel, by Tommy Bernard, 
president of Chabad of Nash-
ville, and by Nashville Chief 
of Police Steve Anderson, 
and Captain David Corman, 
commander of the West Pre-
cinct. At the conclusion of the 
gathering, all welcomed the 
Shabbat with a communal lighting of the Shabbat Candles.

Pictured here are, from left to right: Doug Revere, president of Congregation Beit Tefilah, 
Commander of West Precinct David Corman, Nashville Chief of Police Steve Anderson, 
and Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel from Chabad of Nashville.

Solidarity with Poway

I’m asking all my Christian friends to 
keep Nashville’s 4000 Jewish families in 
their thoughts and prayers. We are mourn-
ing, following another senseless, anti-Se-
mitic attack on one of our own. This time 
it was in the small town of Poway, Calif. 

On the last day of Passover, a packed 
California synagogue was targeted, leaving 
a heroic Jewish woman shot dead, shield-
ing her rabbi from the gunman. The rabbi, 
as well as a 7-year-old child and another 
man, were seriously wounded. Thankfully, 
the cowardly terrorist was apprehended by 
the heroic actions of an armed parishio-
ner, other members of the congregation 
and the fearless police.

Born into a Jewish family, I never felt 
any closeness to G-d. At the age of 68 I 
met Yoseph Geisinsky, the amazing rabbi 
of the Chabad of Great Neck, N.Y. I told 
him that “I don’t keep kosher,” I only go 
to synagogue on Yom Kippur and I’m 70 
years old. Am I too old? Is it too late? His 
answer? “G-d has plenty of time to wait for 
you.” 

Over the next few years, this holy man 
reintroduced me to my Higher Power. 
There isn’t a day that goes by where I don’t 
say “Baruch Hashem,” thank you G-d for 
another blessing in my life. Finally, I found 
a spiritual home. 

Four years ago, we moved to Nashville. 
Could I find another rabbi like Rabbi 
Geisinsky? Amazingly, his nephew, Rabbi 

Yitzchok Tiechtel, is the rabbi of the Nash-
ville Chabad. Meeting one holy man in 
my lifetime was remarkable. Meeting two 
is truly a miracle. I found another spiritu-
al home. This time it was the Chabad of 
Nashville.

The terrorist attack in Poway was per-
sonal. It took place at a Chabad. Jews his-
torically respond to these senseless acts of 
violence with love, kindness and forgive-
ness. We “refer to the scriptures,” “love thy 
neighbor” and “do unto others.” By now, 
it’s in our genes.

However, some Jews (and others as well) 
inexplicably excuse these horrific acts of vi-
olence with: “he must be a mental case,” 
“he was radicalized,” “it was his terrible 
childhood” or amazingly, “it somehow was 
his parents’ fault!”. It seems as if the terror-
ist’s circumstances somehow justified and 
were responsible for his (or her) behavior. 

We must never forget that some peo-
ple are just evil. History taught us to say: 
”Never Again.” We will never, ever, again 
go meekly onto those cattle-car trains to 
Auschwitz. We will never, ever, be sitting 
ducks, especially in our homes and syna-
gogues. We must, and always will, fight 
back and defend ourselves. The California 
Chabad was the latest example.

G-d will bless that amazing woman who 
died protecting her rabbi. 

G-d will bless that heroic, armed 
Chabad gentleman who attacked the at-

Poway attack was personal

The Temple 
Honors 
Rabbis
At its May 5 Fundraising 
Gala, The Temple honored 
Rabbi Mark Schiftan for 
20 years and Rabbi Shana 
Mackler for 15 years of 
dedicated service to The 
Temple.

Schiftan arrived in Nashville 
in 1999 after revitalizing 
Temple Emanu-El in San Jose, 
Calif.

Mackler has been with 
The Temple since she was 
ordained in 2004 at Hebrew 
Union College-Jewish 
Institute of Religion.

tacker, and saved countless other lives. 
And finally, G-d will bless all those po-

lice officers who ran towards danger, and 
came to our aid. 

My first reaction will always be to fol-
low the scriptures and be kind, gentle, un-

derstanding and sometimes even forgiving. 
But it is also up to me to defend myself. 
The Jewish people certainly will.

Dr. Stephen Morris
Nashville

In The Nosher, a food journalism proj-
ect of JTA’s parent company, Nashville was 
included in a May 1 piece on “the best ba-
gels in unexpected places around the Unit-
ed States.”

Writer Rachel Myerson highlighted 
seven establishments, including Proper Ba-
gel. She wrote, “If you like your bagels with 
a side of cool, head to this minimalist spot 

expertly run by native New Yorkers. Prop-
er Bagel describes its menu as ‘old school 
flavors with a new school edge,’ offering 
unconventional cream cheese options that 
we’re not at all mad at — like lavender-hon-
ey and peanut butter cup.”

Other choices in the region include 
Button & Co. in Asheville, N.C., and BB’s 
in Alpharetta, Ga.

Nashville bagels get national praise
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— the folklore golems made of mud — to 
fight their enemies until the monsters ulti-
mately turn on the Jews. As an example, he 
cited liberal Jews supporting Muslim immi-
gration, which has come back to bite in the 
form of Rep. Ilhan Omar and others. He 
said Jews should stop importing “foreign 
mud” to fight against whites, and said Jews 
should “get the f--- over the Holocaust.”

Lammey had commented that the piece 
was an “interesting read,” but later said he 
disagreed with the author’s Holocaust de-
nial. He told the Memphis Commercial 
Appeal “I certainly don’t agree with that, 
being a Holocaust denier. My best friend 
— who’s deceased now — was Jewish and I 
wouldn’t do that.”

He told WREG-TV that he was attract-
ed to the piece because it discussed golems, 
and he did not realize the author was a Ho-
locaust denier.

Before the May 13 hearing, though, 
Lammey stated that he was the victim of 
“character assassination,” and the author 
of the piece isn’t a Holocaust denier, but 
a Jewish writer.

In the 1990s, Cole reached some mea-
sure of notoriety for his Holocaust denial 
films, particularly because he is Jewish. He 
remade himself as David Stein and was ac-
tive in the Republican party on the West 
Coast, running the “Republican Party An-
imals” until his previous identity was un-
covered.

Cole also stated that he is anti-denial 
but considers himself a Holocaust “revi-
sionist.”

In a statement from the Southeast re-
gional office, the Anti-Defamation League 
said “Although Cole is himself Jewish, he 
promotes anti-Jewish stereotypes in his 

writings, including most commonly the 
idea that Jews are promoting immigration 
of non-whites into the United States as a 
way of undermining American culture.”

Some of Lammey’s other posts dis-
cussed opposition to Sharia law and were 
anti-immigrant. Immigration advocates say 
Lammey is the only judge in the county 
who has a practice of requiring immigrants 
seeking probation to register with Federal 
authorities — which could get them deport-
ed — or remain in jail.

Lammey said he doesn’t talk online 
about cases that are before him, and told 
the Commercial Appeal that “I don’t see 
where sharing articles about (Islamic law) 
or third time deported people coming in 
and committing crimes would prejudice 
my ability to be fair and impartial in any 
case.” 

Laurie Cardoza-Moore, founder and 
president of the Tennessee-based Pro-
claiming Justice to the Nations, called 
for Lammey’s removal. “As the founder 
of a Tennessee based Christian organiza-
tion leading a national campaign against 
anti-Semitism, I find it egregious that a 
sitting criminal court judge would com-
mit such a breach of conduct, and this at 
a time when America is facing the recent 
horror of 12 Jewish lives being lost to ter-
rorism within the perceived safety of their 
own synagogues,” she said.

Cardoza-Moore has filed a formal letter 
to the Tennessee Board of Judicial Con-
duct, and a board spokesperson said nu-
merous complaints have been filed.

Lammey was first elected as a judge in 
2006, and his current term runs through 
2022.

Judge
Continued from front page
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By JACK SIMON 
Camp Davis Director 

For almost 90 years, Camp Davis has 
been synonymous with summertime fun 
for children and families in Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee. Crucial to the operat-
ing philosophy of camp is the concept of 
Kehilah Kedosha — Holy Community. At 
Camp Davis we take immense pride in 
the diverse makeup of our campers, fam-
ilies and staff. We have always welcomed 
individuals from all faith backgrounds, 
socio-economic status, and non-traditional 
family compositions. It is our belief that 
the holiness of our community comes 
from its variety, the ability of individuals 
from all walks of life to come together as a 
family each summer. 

This commitment to diversity and op-
erating as a holy community for all has led 
us to a new initiative for the 2019 camp 
season. For the first time, Camp Davis will 
have a Director of Inclusion on staff. This 
position will be solely dedicated to identi-
fying and implementing strategies to make 
Camp Davis a successful summer destina-

tion for children with atypical neurologi-
cal development. While Camp Davis has 
previously hosted many campers of vary-
ing developmental abilities, this summer 
marks the first time that the organization 
is taking an intentional approach to ensure 
the success of campers with developmental 
delays and/or disabilities.  

Serving as Director of Inclusion is Wes-
ley Baker, a former Camp Davis counselor 
and current Exceptional Education Instruc-
tor at West End Middle School. Baker holds 
a master’s degree in Special Education from 
Auburn University and over 10 years’ ex-
perience working with youth with physical 
and developmental disabilities in a summer 
camp and classroom setting. His passion 
for working with this population as well as 
general enthusiasm and love of Camp Davis 
make him a perfect fit for this new initiative.

For this first summer, Baker’s primary 
responsibilities will be divided into three 
main areas: providing inclusion specific 
training and real time feedback for camp 
staff, aiding campers currently enrolled in 
Camp Davis needing additional staff assis-

Camp Davis Taking Steps Toward Inclusion
Camp names first-ever specialist for campers with developmental disabilities

Wesley Baker

tance, and identifying areas of camp that 
can be improved or created in order to set 
up all campers for success in future sum-
mers. Assisting him will be one full-time 
staff member serving as Inclusion Aid. This 
position will be held by Josh Johnson, who 
also works as an Exceptional Education In-
structor at West End Middle School. 

Both positions were made possible by 
a generous grant received from the Laurie 
Ann Fishel Fund through the Jewish Feder-
ation and Jewish Foundation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee. The fund created 
to honor the memory of Laurie Ann Fishel 
by providing children with physical and de-
velopmental disabilities opportunities to 
participate in fun and engaging recreation 
experiences just like their typically develop-
ing peers. As a result of this generosity we 
are thrilled to offer this new initiative at no 
additional cost to camp families. 

Our tradition teaches that all of us 
were created B’tzelem Elohim — in the im-
age of God. At Camp Davis, we strive daily 
to help individuals find their own divine 
spark and share it with the world. With the 

addition of the inclusion initiative we are 
moving one step closer to illuminating that 
light in all people. Though this is only the 
beginning, we are very excited for the po-
tential it offers for our summer camp and 
our community overall.

For more information on Camp Davis or 
the new inclusion initiative, please feel free to 
e-mail jack@nashvillejcc.org or visit www.camp-
davsinashville.com 

Remembering
Community Holocaust commemoration held on May 5

Nashville’s annual community Yom HaShoah commemoration was held on May 5 at the Gordon Jewish Community 
Center. As part of the service, Isabella Reish played the Stacy Beyer song, “It will Never Happen Again,” on the Violin 
of Hope held by the Nashville Symphony. Students from Akiva and JMS also performed. 

Right, Sarah May, granddaughter of Holocaust survivor Rosemary May, was the featured speaker at the service. Lower 
right, Alex Limor spoke at the “Book of the Jewish People” at the center of the community Holocaust memorial.  
Felicia Anchor, chair of the Nashville Holocaust Memorial Committee, led the tour.
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By ALEX POMSON
I’ve been studying Jewish day schools 

for the last 25 years, a long time by most 
measures. Over two days recently, the po-
tential of this enterprise to create Jewish 
cultural virtuosos — people with outstand-
ing ability to contribute to Jewish culture 
— suddenly gained new clarity for me.

On Yom Hashoah (Holocaust Remem-
brance Day), I concluded a three-day visit 
at the Akiva School, a small, K-6 commu-
nity day school in Nashville. The following 
day, I was at Hillel Torah, a modern Ortho-
dox day school in the suburbs of Chicago. 
I visited the schools as part of a book writ-
ing project with my colleague Jack Wert-
heimer, a project made possible by the The 
AVI CHAI Foundation.

At Akiva, I observed an especially mov-
ing Yom Hashoah ceremony. Winding 
their way up from the school building to 
a Holocaust memorial in a wooded corner 
of the community campus, students, teach-
ers and parents heard sixth grade students 
stationed along the way tell personally re-
searched stories of heroic individuals in the 
Holocaust. The event’s format — climaxing 
with song and poetry — is the same every 
year. The youngest students understand 
little at first. By the time they make it to 
highest grades they are leading the event.

Later, during recess, I observed a group 
of second to fifth grade students. They 
come together each week as a committee to 
plan initiatives that do good for children-
in-need. Their current project is a shoe 
drive for refugee children in the Nashville 
area. As they went about their business, I 
could close my eyes and imagine listening 
to a group of adult activists holding the 
same meeting to determine strategies for 
catching people’s attention, select which 
committee members are responsible for 
what, and confirm follow-up tasks. These 
students were getting the job done now.

Finally, before leaving the school, I sat 
down for a focus group with sixth-graders. 
The Head Teacher suggested that since we 
were meeting during their Jewish studies 
class, we should start the conversation with 
text study. We looked at a Mishna in Pirkei 
Avot (Ethics of the Fathers) that proposes a 
taxonomy of stronger and weaker students. 
While the group had access to the English 
translation, our discussion riffed off the 
Hebrew text, as students made connec-
tions to words and concepts they had seen 
in other rabbinic texts. In turn, this partic-
ular text served as a starting point for re-
flecting about their own learning at Akiva.

Hillel Torah, in Skokie, Ill., could not 
be more different. The school is at least five 
times the size of its counterpart in Nash-
ville. All of the students come from reli-
giously orthodox families that are intent 
on enrolling their children in a day school. 
(Spoiler alert: the general education in 
these two places was similarly sophisticated 
and progressive — a phenomenon that calls 

for elaboration in another article.)
As on my earlier visits to Hillel Torah, I 

joined the students from the oldest grades 
for tefilah; they take part in a minyan for 
Shacharit and Mincha every day. The ser-
vice was led with tremendous competence 
by the boys. Essentially, it was no different 
from a weekday service in any one of the 
synagogues their parents might attend. 
Indeed, on a previous occasion I was at 
the school, the supervising teacher arrived 
late. To my amazement, the boys just got 
started with the minyan by themselves; on 
time, and with remarkable decorum.

On this visit, I observed the students 
rehearsing for a special Yom Haatzmaut 
performance, just four school days away. 
The show is a rite-of-passage responsibility 
of the eighth-grade class. As the students 
repeatedly rehearsed skits about the U.N. 
vote on Palestine, immigration to Israel, 
and other aspects of Israel’s story, they 
were directed by a teacher who spoke with 
them only in Hebrew. Some students re-
sponded in English, but all clearly under-
stood both what they were being told and 
the script they were performing.

Observing these moments in such prox-
imity to one another, the thought dawned 
on me that they reflect the essence of day 
school education when practiced most ef-
fectively. Hundreds of miles apart, these stu-
dents were being initiated into the essentials 
of Jewish culture: the ability to tell stories 
about profound moments from the Jewish 
past, contribute to the well-being of society, 
engage in meaning-generating text-study, 
pray fluently, and appreciate Israel’s signif-
icance. These skills and knowledge went 
beyond merely being culturally competent.

Research about those who become 
virtuosos in music, art, and business high-
lights the benefits of doing the same tasks 
repeatedly. Psychologists attribute this pro-
cess to neurological plasticity; our brains 
change through repeated exposure to these 

The Promise of Day School Education: 
Cultural Virtuosity

experiences. Anthropologists attribute 
these same outcomes to the power of rit-
ual: repeated performance that produces a 
bodily form of knowing.

In a day school setting, through the re-
peated practice of well-crafted experiences, 
day after day, week after week, year after 
year, children have an opportunity to be-
come virtuosos of sorts. The day school set-
ting offers a routinized structure (routine 
in the healthy sense of regularized) with 
the opportunity over time for learners to 
internalize important values, become ex-

perts in complex endeavors, and grow in 
responsibility — when skilled school leader-
ship and educators are in place. With the 
possibility of achieving such outcomes, day 
school students have a launching pad from 
which to make a decisive contribution to 
Jewish communal thriving.

Alex Pomson, Ph.D., is Principal and Man-
aging Director of Rosov Consulting. This book 
writing project is supported by The AVI CHAI 
Foundation. Reprinted with permission from 
ejewishphilanthropy.com.

Akiva School students lead a Yom HaShoah program



 8 June 2019 The Jewish Observer

Israel “Flies Chai” at Centennial Park
by MERRILL MILLER

Despite the threatening weather, hun-
dreds of people attended the annual Yom 
Ha’atzmaut celebration at Musician’s Cor-
ner in Centennial Park on May 19. The 
event featured Israeli dancing, live music, 
kosher food and kid’s activities.

After being moved forward by 30 min-
utes to avoid incoming weather, the cele-
bration commenced with welcoming re-
marks from emcee Jack Simon, youth and 
family services director at Gordon Jewish 
Community Center. He introduced Melis-
sa Stamper of Christians United for Isra-
el, who sang the national anthems of the 
United States and Israel (Hatikvah). Other 
entertainment included Israeli dancing led 
by the Nashville Israeli Folk Dancers, and 
Israeli singer Eleanor Tallie, based out of 
Memphis. 

The theme “fly chai Israel,” a play on 
words of “fly high Israel,” was meant to 
commemorate the peaceful gesture where 
Israeli children send kites adorned with 
candy in response to Gaza terrorists’ weap-
onized versions that feature firebombs and 
grenades. 

“We wanted to make the park feel warm 
and festive. [We] used blue and white kites 
to take back the kites after terrorists have 
been using them [as weapons],” lead dec-
orator and planning committee member 
Hayley Levy said. “We also added a ‘West-
ern Wall’ so people could feel like they’re 
in Jerusalem.” 

On the minds of many was the weath-
er. In general, attendees were still happy 
the community came together to celebrate 
Israel’s independence. About one hour 

into the event, many huddled under tents 
to avoid a heavy downpour. 

“Just waiting for the rain to pass under 
this tent — but glad to be here,” planning 
committee member Evan Rittenberg said.

“Brought the community together un-
der tents and it passed quickly,” Tara and 
Brian Axelroth both said.

“The weather is not ideal, but it didn’t 
stop people from coming out. There are 
not a lot of events where the whole com-
munity can come out in support. The dogs 
are still grilled. The band’s still playing. 
Glad it’s not a million degrees,” Jack Si-
mon said. 

Once the downpour passed, the cele-
bration continued. Vendors at the event 
included Aryeh’s Kitchen, an Airstream 
trailer converted into a Southern-style 
kosher food truck, Rob’s Falafels, and a 
wine tasting by RED Spirits and Wine. 
For Gavriel Isenberg, manager of Aryeh’s 
Kitchen, it is one of their main events to 
share their kosher cuisine with the whole 
Nashville Jewish community. 

“Extremely excited to be a part of the 
event. A wonderful cause that the Federa-
tion puts on. Regardless of the weather, it 
was great to be a part of it,” Isenberg said. 

Four tents lined the main pathway 
in Musician’s Corner with information 
about local Jewish organizations and kid’s 
activities. At the entrance was the Jewish 
Federation tent welcoming attendees with 
stickers and other giveaways. Other tents 
included one organized by Partnership-
2gether which had peace rocks that chil-
dren decorated to leave in the park for 
someone to find later. Gordon JCC and 
Torah Mitzion shared a tent that includ-
ed information about Camp Davis, Nash-
ville’s Jewish summer camp, books from 
the Jewish Book Festival, and healing post-
cards for kids to write notes of peace. 

Akiva School and Micah Children’s 

Academy also shared a tent which passed 
out watermelon and pamphlets about their 
various programs within the Nashville Jew-
ish community. 

“Grateful to be part of the community 
that supports the State of Israel in a posi-
tive light,” said Julie Greenberg, education 
director of Congregation Micah.

The 8th annual Yom Ha’atzmaut event, 
sponsored by the Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and Mid-
dle Tennessee in partnership with the 
Gordon JCC, was made into a larger pub-
lic event at Red Caboose Park in Bellevue 
in 2016. After two years there, the event 
grew and moved to Centennial Park in 
2018. Now after its second year in Cen-
tennial Park, the public reach of the venue 
allowed people from the greater Nashville 
community to join in the celebration as 
well. Nashville mayor David Briley made a 
brief appearance to meet and mingle with 
attendees. 

 “The State of Israel plays an unequal 
role in civilization. Despite the rain, great 

to be here,” he said.
The event was not planned 

and put on by one person, how-
ever. Amongst many volunteers, 
the planning committee, led 
by the Federation’s communi-
ty Shlicha Sharon Ben Ami, 
included Joe Perlen, Michael 
Dobrin, Marsha Jaffa, Evan Rit-
tenberg, Shalom Cohen, Robert 
Taeidkashani, Sarah Motis, Hay-
ley Levy, Alon Diamant-Cohen 
and Ben Katz. Their goal for 
this year’s Yom Ha’atzmaut cel-
ebration was to show Israel in a 
positive light, Sharon Ben Ami, 

Chesed 
Awards
On May 16, Jewish Family 
Service honored Sandra Hecklin 
and Larry Hyatt at their Chesed 
dinner. The Chesed Award is 
given each year to acknowledge 
the contributions the recipients 
have made to the Jewish and 
broader Nashville communities. 
They were joined by numerous 
past recipients (right).

Photos by Rick Malkin

the Federation’s Shlicha, said in a prior 
interview.

“At the end of the day, Israel is a part 
of the Jewish people. It’s not just a religion 
or a culture. It’s a peoplehood. Israel is a 
big part of it. Although the media cover-
age might be negative at times, we want to 
present a different side of Israel that most 
people don’t usually get to see,” she said. 
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10% off any
two bottles 

of wine.*
*Offer only valid at RED Spirits & 
Wine.  Coupon must be presented at 
time of purchase and cannot be 
combined with any other discounts 
or offers. Coupon not valid on 
purchases of gift cards, previous 
purchases or discounted, sale or 
clearance items. Limit one coupon 
per customer, per visit please. No 
cash value. Offer expires 6/30/2019.

15% off any
case of wine 
purchase.*

*Offer only valid at RED Spirits 
& Wine for any wine purchase of 
12 750ml bottles or 6 1.5L 
bottles or more of non-sale items.  
Coupon must be presented at time of 
purchase and cannot be combined 
with any other discounts or offers. 
Coupon not valid on purchases of 
gift cards, previous purchases or 
discounted, sale or clearance 
items. Limit one coupon per 
customer, per visit please. No 
cash value. Offer expires 6/30/2019.

10% off any 
beer purchase of
$50.00 or more.*
*Offer only valid at RED Spirits & 
Wine for any beer purchase 
exceeding $50.00 before taxes.  
Coupon must be presented at time 
of purchase and cannot be com-
bined with any other discounts or of-
fers. Coupon not valid on purchases 
of gift cards, previous purchases or 
discounted, sale or clearance items. 
Limit one coupon per customer, per 
visit please. No cash value. Offer ex-
pires 6/30/2019.

615.646.1400
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Exclusive Consumer Event
June 4th 6:00-7:30 pm 

at 7081 Hwy 70s in the Kroger Shopping Center
Hear About New Ships Itineraries for 2020-2021 

along with Exclusive Perks 
Available for Booking June 4-8, 2019 with Expedia Cruiseshipcenters

Special $25.00 on board credit exclusive from Expedia Cruiseshipcenters Nashville 
for Booking 7 night + cruise in Oceanview or Higher cabin thru June 4-28

(629) 202-8945

15% Off Thru August 2019

2 complimentary hours of service to any current clients and  
4 hours of complimentary service for any new client  
after first 20 hours of care. Some restrictions may apply.
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Bring this coupon in to either of our convenient locations and receive $5.00 off a purchase of $25.00 or more. 
Expires 12.31.19

By LARRY BROOK
The Gordon Jewish Community Cen-

ter is hosting a series on Jewish Persian 
Cooking, with Nashville cookbook author 
Louisa Shafia.

Shafia said there is “a lot more to Iran 
than what you read about on the news.” 

The classes will be an introduction to 
Persian cuisine, she said. “It may not be 
familiar, but it is really beautiful and can 
be made with a lot of local, seasonal ingre-
dients.”

The classes will be held at The Kitchen 
Nashville at Westgate Center, from 6 to 8 
p.m. On June 4, the series kicks off with 
“Cook the Books: Intro to Persian Food.” 
On July 15, the topic will be “Seasons, 
Spice and Everything Nice: Spice Up Your 
Meals.”

There will be two sessions in Septem-
ber. “Just Desserts: Persian Sweets” will be 
on Sept. 5, and “Table for One: Recipes 

and Dinner for One (or Two)” will be on 
Sept. 24.

Michal Eskenazi Becker, adult outreach 
coordinator of the Gordon JCC and the 
Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, said 
the workshop came from a suggestion by 
Gail Wales. “We are always happy when 
people come to us with ideas that we can 
help carry out,” she said.

Shafia’s father was from Iran, the first 
member of his family to leave Iran, in the 
1960s. While growing up, Shafia said, “I 
grew up eating that food from time to 
time,” especially when relatives from Iran 
came to visit. They also participated in 
the annual Persian New Year celebration 
in her hometown of Philadelphia, but Per-
sian food never really captured her imagi-
nation.

After cooking school, “I rediscovered 
the wonderful treasure Persian cuisine is, 
and realized I wanted to devote my time 
and energy to that.”

At the time, there wasn’t much avail-
able about Persian cuisine. She does Per-
sian food pop-ups, consults, teaches cook-
ing classes and has written two cookbooks, 

“The New Persian Kitchen,” which will be 
the basis for this series, and “Lucid Food: 
Cooking for an Eco-Conscious Life.” She 
also co-founded a line of eco-friendly cook-
ware, Magpie Cookshop.

As she is married to a musician, they 
were attracted to Nashville, moving here 
in 2015. She noted that Nashville has the 
country’s largest Kurdish population, mak-
ing it easy to find Persian ingredients and 
“the best baklava I’ve ever eaten.”

Before moving to Nashville, she lived 
in Brooklyn, and spent a month in the 
backroads of Iran in 2014 to explore au-
thentic flavors, rather than the American 
versions of Iranian dishes.

In 2017, during the controversy over 
President Donald Trump’s “Muslim ban” 
of visitors from five Middle East countries, 
she connected with the Tennessee Immi-
grant and Refugee Rights Coalition, and 
does fundraising Persian dinners for them. 
It’s “a really great way to address a conten-
tious topic with a powerful way of bringing 
people together, around food,” she said.

Iran has the second-oldest Jewish com-
munity in the Middle East, behind Israel. 
The first Jews arrived after the fall of the 
northern kingdom of Israel in 722 BCE 
and the destruction of the First Temple in 
586 BCE. The events of Purim took place 
there.

When Israel was established, there 
were around 140,000 Jews in Iran, and 
some chose to move to Israel. By 1979, 
when the Iranian Revolution occurred, 
there were 100,000 Jews in Iran, a number 
that declined sharply as they left for Isra-
el, the United States and western Europe. 
Current estimates place Iran’s Jewish pop-
ulation around 10,000.

The sessions are for ages 40 and up, 

with a limit of 10 participants per class. 
Tickets are $45, and reservations can be 
made at nashvillejcc.org/cookingclass. 
Participants will also receive a 15 percent 
discount at The Kitchen Nashville.

Discover Jewish Persian Cuisine with Louisa Shafia

BELLEVUE
8203 Hwy. 100

Nashville, TN 37221
615-662-6767

BELLE MEADE
5304 Harding Road
Nashville, TN 37205

615-352-5252

Family Owned
at the HART of your community… 

for over 60 years
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OChabad

Fifty percent scholarships at Revere 
Jewish Montessori Preschool

The Revere Montessori Jewish Preschool is offering a one-time opportunity of granting 
a 50 percent scholarship to any new families applying for the academic year beginning in 
August 2019. These scholarships are for children in the ages of 18 months to 5 years old, 
and are being granted on a first-come, first-serve basis, thanks to the generosity of an anon-
ymous donor. For more information, please call (615) 646-5750.

Celebrate the Ten Commandments’ 
3331st birthday 

At a unique crossroads between religion and cuisine, the Holiday of Shavuot, celebrat-
ing the Giving of the Torah at Mount Sinai 3331 years ago, has become a celebration of 
fine dairy cuisine as well.

As the Torah was given and the laws of kosher dining were first received the Jewish 
People were not yet capable of properly preparing beef and poultry, and as such ate dairy. 
The rest is history.

Exquisite cheesecakes, pesto pastas, lasagna, soufflés and of course cheese blintzes all 
take center stage during this ancient celebration. Some suggest that this has contributed to 
the renewed popularity this holiday has seen.

On Shavuot, in the year 2448, the Jewish nation gathered at the foot of Mount Sinai 
to receive the Torah from G-d, men women and children. Also present were the souls of 
all Jews of all generations to come. Every year on the Holiday of Shavuot this revelation is 
re-experienced during the reading of the Ten Commandments in the Synagogue.

It is a deja-vu experience for the soul, to hear the reading of the Ten Commandments, 
on the anniversary that it was given to our ancestors at Mt. Sinai, said Rabbi Yitzchok 
Tiechtel of Chabad of Nashville.

It is of great importance for every family to attend Synagogue on Shavuot together with 
their children, to listen to the reading of the Ten Commandments, as the children played 
a critical role in our receiving the Torah. When G-d gave the Torah to the Jewish people, 
He gave it on the condition that the young boys and girls will be the guarantors. 

Shavuot will be celebrated this year from the evening of June 8 through June 10. The 
Ten Commandments will be read at Chabad of Nashville on June 9 at 5 p.m.

Following the reading of the Ten Commandments, a delicious dairy buffet dinner 
will be served, including blintzes, pastas, pizzas, and a special Ten Commandments Ice 
Cream Party. All are welcome to come and celebrate as a community, and there is no 
charge to attend. For more information about Shavuot at Chabad please visit www.chabad-
nashville.com or call (615) 646-5750.

Yizkor Memorial Service on Shavuot
The Yizkor memorial prayer for the dearly departed is recited in the synagogue four 

times a year: On the last day of Passover, on the second day of Shavuot, Yom Kippur and 
on Shmini Atzeret.

Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad will hold the Shavuot Yizkor Memorial Service on 
June 10, at 11:15 a.m. in the Doochin Sanctuary at the Genesis Campus for Jewish Life.

Yizkor, in Hebrew, means “remember.” In this prayer, we implore Gd to remember 
the souls of our loved ones who have passed on.  When we recite Yizkor, we renew and 
strengthen the connection between us and our loves ones, bringing merit to the departed 
souls.

The recitation of Yizkor is also linked with the mitzvah of a pledge to charity (prior or 
following the holiday) in memory of the deceased.  By giving charity, we are performing a 
positive physical deed on their behalf in this world, something that the departed can no 
longer do.  The soul gains additional merit through the good deeds impacted through 
their memory.

Yizkor is observed in three ways:
1) Light a Yahrtzeit (24-hour) candle in memory of your relatives who have passed 

away.  Candles are available at Chabad if you need.
2) Give charity in memory of the person(s).  How much should you give?  As a general 

rule, think of an amount that you are comfortable giving, and then add $18. (In Jewish 
tradition, the number 18 symbolizes life.) 

3) Remember your loved ones by mentioning their name(s) at the Yizkor service. 
If, for whatever reason, you cannot attend the Yizkor Memorial Service, you may e-mail 

the names of your loves ones to rabbi@chabadnashville.com and Chabad will mention the 
names on your behalf.

Jumpstart Your Child’s Jewish Life
As expectant women approach their due dates, a variety of emotions tend to sur-

face. Some women are filled with excitement, anxiously anticipating the day that they will 
meet their baby face to face. Others get the jitters, nervous about the upcoming hours of 
labor. All women pray to G-d for a healthy baby. Many Jewish women would be thrilled to 
know that there is one special prayer that has been customary for centuries in our tradition 
to safeguard both the mother and the baby. This prayer is the Shir Hamalot (Song of As-

OThe Temple

OSherith Israel

Joint Summer Services include 
Sha-Bonnaroo

Join us with the combined clergy and congregations of both of Nashville’s Reform syna-
gogues, June 7 at The Temple and June 14 at Congregation Micah. Services begin at 6 p.m.

If you missed out on buying your tickets to the Bonnaroo Music Festival this year…  
Never fear, because The Temple is bringing Sha-Bonnaroo to you!  Now in its fifth year, 
Sha-Bonnaroo has become one of our favorite Shabbat services of the year! The June 7 
joint service will be a groovy Shabbat experience featuring contemporary music played and 
sung by some of The Temple’s own musical rock stars, along with Cantor Fishbein and 
Cantorial Soloist Lisa Silver. Come dressed in your blue jeans and tie-dye and prepare for 
a rockin’ good time! 

Golden Lunch Bunch
Join the Golden Lunch Bunch for lunch, entertainment and fun at 11:30 a.m. on the 

first and third Tuesdays of the month at The Temple. This month’s gatherings are June 4 
and 18. To reserve, call Anna Sir, 354-1686.

Take us Out to the Ball Game
Join the Rabbi at the ‘Ole Ball Game this Summer, on June 13. The game begins at 

7:05 p.m. Admission is $35 per ticket, including your seat in a luxury suite, popcorn, 
peanuts and Cracker Jack. First reserved, first served. Call The Temple for more details on 
how to reserve your tickets at (615) 352-7620!

Lunch with the Rabbi 
The summer session will meet on June 20 at 11:30 am.

Sha bar-b-que Temple Family Picnic
All are Welcome on June 29 at 3 p.m., at Sevier Park Picnic Shelter 1. There will be fun 

for everyone, with the first annual Temple Cornhole Tournament, kids entertainment, 
face painting and balloon animals. Hot dogs, hamburgers, veggie burgers, snacks, drinks 
and desserts will be served. RSVP to rae@templenashville.org.

Give Back with the Caring Connection
Join the Caring Connection Committee for a special evening of fun, creativity and a 

way to give back to the congregation, June 18 from 5 to 7 p.m. Projects will include hand-
made note cards, knitting hats, blankets, etc. for people to work on together, or you can 
bring your own project. Wine and cheese will be served. For more information contact Al-
yssa Trachtman at atmittens@gmail.com, Andrea Gunn at abgunn@comcast.net, or Anne 
Ginsberg at annemginsberg@gmail.com.

Shavuot Spirituality and Sweets
Prepare yourself for a meaningful Shavuot as we gather to bake some Shavuot sweets 

and learn together about the holiday of Shavuot. The June 3 event will be led by Tal Bar-
Or at 8 p.m.

Shavuot at Sherith Israel
Join us for Shavuot events. On June 8, the first night of Shavuot, we will have late night 

study, from 10 to 11:30 p.m.
On June 9, the festive 9 a.m. service will be followed by the annual Ice Cream Kiddush 

around 11:30 a.m. The 9 a.m. service on June 10 will include Yizkor.
For more details, see sherithisrael.com
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OMicah

Shavuot at West End Synagogue
There will be no mincha the evening of June 8. At 7:45 p.m. Judy Klass, Senior Lectur-

er of Jewish Studies and English, will discuss “Why are Jews funny?” 
The evening service will be at 8:45 p.m., followed by a dessert reception and a class 

taught by Professor Ed Cheng, “Working with Texts We Don’t Like.” 
On June 9 and 10, service will be at 9:30 a.m., followed by lunch. Yizkor will be recited 

during the June 10 service.

Hebrew from Scratch
Over seven weeks, participants will learn the name of each letter in the aleph-bet, vowel 

sounds, and develop Hebrew reading skills. This class is geared toward adults who have 
little or no familiarity with Hebrew. Through perfect attendance, class instruction, peer 
support, classroom work and assignments to be done at home, participants will be able to 
read words and phrases by the end of this class.

Taught by Cantor Sarah Levine, the class is after morning minyan, from 9:30 to 11:15 
a.m. every Sunday from June 2 to July 7, then on July 28 and Aug. 4.

Cost of class is $36 for members and $54 for non-members, and the book is $25 (Can-
tor Sarah will have the books available for purchase). RSVP to office@westendsyn.org or 
615-269-4592 ext. 11.

Alias Chamber Ensemble Concert
On June 4 at 7:30 p.m., ALIAS will invite audiences to consider standard chamber 

repertoire through a fresh perspective. Repertoire will include “Echo Sonata” for three 
violins by Biagio Marini and “Marcas de Passion” by Andres Martin.

Temple Exchange
Congregation Micah and The Temple will meet for a joint Shabbat service on June 7 

at the Temple. On June 14, services will be held at Micah. Yahrzeits will be read at both 
services. 

Micah Readers
The Book Club meets every first Friday of the month in the library. Because of the 

Temple Exchange, this month it will be on June 14.

Pride Spirituality Service
On June 11 at 7 p.m., there will be a night of story and song to celebrate individuality 

and diversity, to remember those whom we have lost, who are being negatively affected 
and suffering from inequality, and to inspire us to unity and support of each other. Pride 
Spirituality Night will feature artists, leaders, speakers, and a joint choir from the Greater 
Nashville LGBTQ+ community as well as allies who will be representing inclusive religious 
communities, non-religious yet spiritual inclusive communities, as well as individuals. 

Grief Group
If you are managing grief due to loss of some kind, you are welcome to join us for Grief 

Group. Questions? E-mail Rabbi Laurie: lrice@congregationmicah.org The combined 
Men’s and Women’s Grief Group will meet June 20 at 2 p.m.

Annual Meeting, Micah Mensch Awards
Friday, June 28th, beginning at 5:30 P.M. Save the Date for our annual meeting! The 

June 28 meeting and Micah Mensch Awards will start at 5:30 p.m., honoring Hope and 
Howard (z”l) Stringer, Jane (z”l) and Richard Eskind, and Dee and Jerry (z”l) Doochin.

cents, Psalm 121). The verses of this psalm declare our dependence upon the Creator for 
our safety and wellbeing and His commitment to guard us at all times.

These holy words contain the power to protect the mother and baby throughout the 
birthing process and the recovery period that follows. That is why it is so imperative that, 
as an expectant mother packs up her overnight bag with all of the items she plans to take 
to the hospital, that she not forget the Shir Hamalot. Just having this prayer by her side 
throughout the delivery provides that extra dose of protection that any woman in labor 
would welcome!

Once the baby is born, it is customary to place the Shir Hamalot on the baby’s cradle; 
this is a great way to safeguard your new little bundle. It is also the custom to hang the Shir 
Hamalot in the doorways of your home, especially in the doorway of the baby’s room, 
before entering with the baby. It is important to realize that everything that surrounds a 
newborn has a spiritual effect. The Torah teaches us that what a baby sees and hears, even 
during the first day of life, will have an influence on the child for many years to come. 
Jewish parents are encouraged to expose their children to holy images as soon as they are 
born. The Shir Hamalot is a wonderful way to begin.

If you are expecting a child or know someone who is, Chabad of Nashville is offering 
a free, beautiful, full-color Shir Hamalot prayer card for any family in Middle Tennessee 
that requests one. They come in slightly different colors for boys and girls, designed with 
gorgeous artwork in pastel pink and baby blue. There is no greater gift to give yourself 
or your loved one at this precious time.

To receive your free Shir Hamalot blessing card, kindly email office@chabadnashville.
com or call (615) 646-5750.

Beit Miriam high school senior Jake Ben-
gelsdorf is the winner of the 2019 Mem-
phis Jewish Federation’s 10th annual Yom 
HaShoah Essay Contest. Bengelsdorf was 
invited to read his essay at the Memphis 
Jewish Community Yom Hashoah program 
held on May 2 and received a $250 check.

Nashville’s congregations
Here are the websites for all five Nashville Jewish congregations,  
with information on services, upcoming events and more: 
Congregation Beit Tefilah Chabad, www.chabadnashville.com
Congregation Micah, www.congregationmicah.org
Congregation Sherith Israel, www.sherithisrael.com
The Temple – Congregation Ohabai Sholom, www.templenashville.org 
West End Synagogue, www.westendsyn.org

On May 9, many parents, friends and members of the Nashville Jewish community 
gathered at the first annual Revere Jewish Montessori Preschool Backyard BBQ, hosted 
at the home of Lance Bloom. Guests were wined and dined as they enjoyed a most FUN 
evening while supporting a most special cause, bringing joy to the children at the Jewish 
Montessori Preschool with gifting items on the wish list for these precious children. To 
purchase an item on the wish list go to chabadnashville.com/wishlist. Pictured are Dianne 
and Brian Berry, Tommy Bernard, Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel, Fred Yazdian, Esther and 
Sarah Tiechtel, Miriam Schine, Andrea Barach Shine.
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Olifecycles

Obituaries
Fred Meinhard Westfield

Fred Meinhard Westfield passed away on April 24, at 
Richland Place Health Center.

Fred was born in 1926 in Essen, Germany, to Dietrich 
and Margrete Westfeld. He and his family escaped Germany 
before World War II. In January 1939, 12-year-old Fred was 
sent to England as part of the Kindertransport, the rescue 
effort that relocated 10,000 German, Austrian, and Czecho-
slovak Jewish children to Great Britain in the 1930s. His 
parents secured visas and joined him in England in the sum-
mer of 1939. He emigrated to the United States in 1940 and 
settled with his parents in Nashville. Much of the family was 
able to escape Nazi Germany through the help of Fred’s un-
cle, Walter Westfeld, a well-known German art dealer who 
was murdered by the Nazis who stole all his art. 

Fred graduated from West End High School, and after 

B’nai Mitzvah
Lena Hilk

Lena Hilk became a Bat Mitz-
vah on May 18 at West End Syn-
agogue. 

Lena is the daughter of Mar-
got Feintuch and Matthew Hilk, 
granddaughter of Ted and Cora 
Feintuch and Penny Hilk and Lee 
Hilk. She volunteered at the Sec-
ond Harvest Food Bank as part of 
her mitzvah project. 

Lena attends the seventh 
grade at Martin Luther King, Jr., 
Academic Magnet High School. Among the many activi-
ties Lena enjoys are dancing, sports and travelling. 

Jack Brittain Komisar
Jack Brittain Komisar will be-

come Bar Mitzvah on June 1 at 
The Temple, at 11 a.m.

Jack was born on March 25, 
2006, in Nashville. He is the son 
of Bethany and Kevin Komisar, 
and his grandparents are Linda 
and the late Britt Pounds, and 
Frada and Marty Komisar.

For his mitzvah project, Jack is 
donating sports equipment and a 
portion of his bar mitzvah money 
to the Boys and Girls Club of Middle Tennessee. 

Jack is in the 7th grade at Meig’s Magnet and loves, 
playing football, soccer, basketball, watching all sports, and 
cheering on the Alabama Crimson Tide. He also enjoys 
spending time with friends and family, including little sis-
ter, Lana.

Asher Samuel Hirt
Asher Samuel Hirt will be-

come a Bar Mitzvah on June 8 at 
The Temple, at 11 a.m.

Asher born on June 2, 2006, 
in Nashville. His parents are Min-
dy and Kenny Hirt, and his grand-
parents are Arlene and Howard 
Safer, and Melanie and Doug 
Hirt. His great-grandparents in-
clude the late Rose and Jack Rich-

man, and Mimsye and Leon May.
For his mitzvah project, Asher is supporting Second 

Harvest by organizing a bake sale and sorting food with 
family and friends. 

Asher as a 7th grader at University School of Nashville. 
He enjoys playing soccer and basketball. Asher is also an 
Xbox master, a YouTube aficionado and a baking champ.

Maxwell Edward Sonsino
Maxwell Edward Sonsino will 

become a Bar Mitzvah on June 8 
in Barcelona, Spain.

Max was born in Nashville on 
October 26, 2006. He is the son 
of Michele and Jeffrey Sonsino. 
Max’s grandparents are Joseph 
and Laurie Sonsino of Valley 
Forge, Pa.; Kevin and Oak Lee of 
Chicago, Ill.; and the late Edward 
Bencks.

For his mitzvah project, Max harnessed his passion for 
animals, especially dogs, to volunteer his time by providing 
leash training for the rescue dogs at Keely’s Friends Dog 
Rescue in Goodlettsville, as well as purchasing and collect-
ing donated dog food. 

Max is in the 6th grade at Ensworth and loves soccer, 
skiing, computer programming, and playing the French 
horn. Max is very excited to have his bar mitzvah in Barce-
lona. His service will be held at the very Temple his great 
uncle helped start, and who will also be leading the bar 
mitzvah service.

Zackary Myers
Zackary Myers will become a 

Bar Mitzvah on June 15 at Con-
gregation Micah.

Zackary is the son of Debo-
rah and Sanford Myers. He is 
the brother to Brady Myers and 
grandson of Susan and the late 
Leslie Myers; John Schroeder and 
Patricia Julien. 

For his Mitzvah project, Zack 
chose to collect used sports gear 
for the Sports Fund.

Zack is an 8th grader at Spring Station Middle School. 
He has played ice hockey since he was 5 and now plays 
AAA Elite travel hockey all over the country. 

Emma Lilly
Emma Lilly will become a Bat 

Mitzvah on June 22 at Congrega-
tion Micah.

Emma Lilly is the daughter of 
Scott and Kala Lilly. She is sister 
to David Lilly.

For her Mitzvah project, 
Emma assisted in teaching dance 
classes and raised money for a 
dance scholarship to help assist 
families with the cost of taking 
dance classes.

Emma is a 7th grader at Providence Christian Acade-
my. Emma loves to dance, taking ballet, jazz, lyrical, and 
hip hop. 

Lena Hilk

Jack Brittain Komisar

Asher Samuel Hirt

Maxwell Edward Sonsino

Zackary Myers

Emma Lilly

serving in the U.S. Army, entered Vanderbilt in the summer 
of 1947 under the G.I. Bill of Rights. He earned a bachelor 
of arts magna cum laude in economics in only three years 
and was elected to Phi Beta Kappa. 

Nominated by Vanderbilt, Fred was awarded a General 
Education Board Fellowship by the Rockefeller Founda-
tion, which together with other fellowships allowed him to 
undertake graduate studies at MIT. He wrote his doctoral 
dissertation under the direction of Paul Samuelson and 
Robert Solow (both of whom subsequently became Nobel 
Laureates) and earned a Ph.D. in industrial economics in 
1957. From 1957-1965, he served as assistant and associate 
professor at Northwestern University. In 1965, Vanderbilt 
appointed Fred as professor of economics, where he taught 
microeconomic theory to a generation of Ph.D. students. 

Upon his return to Nashville, he married the former 
Joyce Nochlin in 1968. She had two teenage sons, Steve and 
Keith, who he treated as his own sons. 

Fred received a Ford Faculty Research Fellowship and a 
National Science Foundation. In the late 1960s and early 
1970s, he spent several summers consulting for the World 
Bank on the West Pakistan Water and Power Development 
Authority. He had appointments as visiting professor at the 
University of Colorado and its Economics Institute, lectur-
er at Northwestern University’s Transportation Center, and 
Fulbright Senior Lecturer in Argentina. He was an elected 
member of the Vanderbilt University Faculty Senate and 
the college’s Faculty Council. 

Fred and Joyce enjoyed extensive travel and spent many 
summers at Cape Cod, and they loved sharing their time 
there with family.

In recent years, Fred worked diligently to recover some 
of his Uncle Walter Westfeld’s approximately 700-piece 
art collection for the family. He successfully recovered one 
piece of art from the Boston Museum of Fine Arts, where it 
is still on display.

Fred was predeceased by his wife Joyce, who passed away 
in 2012. Fred is survived by his stepsons, Steven Nochlin 
and his wife Rosemary of Overland Park, Kans., grand-
children Brian Nochlin, his wife Melissa, and great-grand-
daughter Evelyn Nochlin of Denver, Col., and Erica Mandy 
and her husband Dan of Redondo Beach, Calif.; and Keith 
Nochlin and his wife Debbie of Denver, Col.; grandchildren 
Jason Nochlin and his wife Stephanie of Boston, Mass., and 
Michelle Nochlin of Chicago, Ill.

The family wants to thank the staff at Richland Place 
and Richland Health Center, his long-time physician Dr. 
Deepinder Bal, and his caregivers Kim, Dana, Nancy, and 
Ivon. Donations may be made in Fred’s name to Chee-
kwood Estate and Gardens, 1200 Forrest Park Drive, Nash-
ville, TN 37205.

He chose to be a donor to the Vanderbilt University An-
atomical Donation Program. A memorial service was to be 
held at The Temple.

Bernice Rimma-Lehman
Bernice Rinsma-Lehman passed away on May 3. She was 

the sister of Sharon Charney and Jerry Lehman; aunt of 
Tamar Charney (Paul Townsend), Adam Charney and Noah 
Charney (Sydne Record), and great-aunt of Juno and Alder 
Charney. The funeral was on May 7 in the Netherlands. 

Nancy Sheila Heyman
Nancy Sheila Heyman passed away on May 3. She was the 

mother of Stephen Heyman (Colleen); and grandmother of 
Caitlin, Anna Rose and Samuel. A funeral service was held 
in Florida. Memorials can be made to Congregation Micah.

Tobi Kaplowitz
Tobi Kaplowitz passed away peacefully on May 15 in 

California. She was the mother of Harriet Schiftan (Rabbi 
Mark). A private graveside service was held on May 17.

Janet Reinstein Shapiro
Janet Reinstein Shapiro, 85, passed away on May 19 in 

Minneapolis. 
She is survived by her adoring husband, Irving, her four 

children Matthew (Susan Garetz), Eben (Susan Atkins), 
Hugh (Limin Liu), and Ann Stern (Willy) of Nashville; and 
eight grandchildren, Emily, Isaac, Benj, Zack, Molly, Phoe-
be, Max, and Eli. She is also survived by her sister-in-law, 
Laurie Reinstein. She was predeceased by her parents and 
her brother, Alan Reinstein of Chicago.

A memorial service was held on May 24 at Temple Israel 
in Minneapolis. Memorials preferred to Planned Parent-

Continued on page 18
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ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC 
Providing traditional tax and accounting 

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

APPLIANCES

ELECTRONIC EXPRESS is a leader in 
top quality, brand-name electronics and 
appliances at exceptionally low prices. 

Stocking the latest items, Electronic Ex-
press takes pride in providing customers 
with products at prices to fit any budget.  

From televisions, appliances, smart 
devices and cameras to security systems, 

furniture and mattresses, Electronic 
Express has everything to take your home 
to the next level. Electronic Express offers 
special financing, delivery and installation 
options. We make it happen! Visit us at 

any of our 18 locations or online at www.
electronicexpress.com

HERMITAGE LIGHTING
Lighting • Appliances • Hardware 

Plumbing • Custom Cabinetry
Smart Home Products
Low Price Guarantee

615•843•3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY 

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate 
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 2250 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

SARAH STEIN, ATTORNEY
Personal Injury

Mitch Grissim & Associates
325 Union Street

Nashville, TN 37201
615-255-9999

sarah@tnlaw.com

CAREGIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC 
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge® 

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best” 
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
505 N Main Street

Shelbyville, TN  37160
931-680-2771

www.familystaffing.com

CAREGIVER (cont.)

Custom senior care for active, healthy
lifestyles. Affordable/no minimums.

Meals, meds, transportation & outings.
Memory loss and Hospital recovery.

Professional & screened care partners.
Locally owned. Call Moises for
Free assessment: 615-678-9223

www.curaforcare.com

CATERING

MAGGIANO’S
LITTLE ITALY

We Bring People Together to Celebrate the 
Love of Family and Friends

3106 West End Ave
(615) 514-0280

DENTIST
STEVEN R. HECKLIN DMD 
SHAWN H. SCHLESSEL DDS 
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry 

www.drhecklin.com
5606 Brookwood Place

615-356-7500

EDUCATION SERVICES

Francine Schwartz M.A. LPC NCC 
Independent Educational Consultant 
Helping students and families find, apply to 

and pay for the right fit college 
860-460-8829  

fschwartz@pathfindercounselingllc.com  
www.pathfindercounselingllc.com

INSURANCE
JAMES A. ROTHBERG

ADAM ROTHBERG
James A. Rothberg & Associates 

Office:  615-997-1833
Fax: 615-665-1300

1 Burton Hills Blvd.  Suite 220
Email: jrothberg@jarinsurance.com 

info@jarinsurance.com

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 

Marsha Jaffa, CIC; Van Robins, CIC 
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 615-665-9200 • www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC. 
Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business, 
Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection 
6213 Charlotte Pike, Nashville, TN 37209

615-356-1700      www.zanderins.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD  ROSENBLUM, M.D. Eye 

Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital • Ph. 615-386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. JEFFREY SONSINO 

DR. MICHELE SONSINO 
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear 

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTIST

GLUCK ORTHODONTICS 
Specialists in Orthodontics 
Dr. Joel Gluck DDS, MS

Dr. Jonathan Gluck DDS, MSD 
2002 Richard Jones Road A-200 

615.269.5903
drgluck.com

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY

DR. TODD A. RUBIN, M.D. 
Specializing in Hand & 

Upper Extremity Surgery 
Hughston Clinic Orthopaedics

615-342-6300

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
GHERTNER & COMPANY 
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management 
Property Management since 1968

615-255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY 
AND COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, PhD, LPC 
Psychotherapy for Individuals, 

Adolescents, Couples and Families 
nashvillepsychotherapyandcounseling.com 

Please contact: 615-473-4815
or ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE
Office:  615.463.3333

Joyce E. Friedman, REALTOR®, ABR
Helping You Move-On with Your Life

• Multi-Million Dollar Sales Producer
• Among Top 100 of 650 Crye-Leike 

Agents in Middle TN in 2018
• Luxury/Estate Residential Market Professional
• Complimentary Real Estate Consultation

C: (615) 714-1666 • O: (615) 373-2044
joyce@joycefriedmanproperties.com
www.joycefriedmanproperties.com

Franklin Pargh 
615-351-7333 

Franklin.pargh@compass.com
Lana Pargh

615-504-2685 
Lana.pargh@compass.com

www.pargh.com

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
REAL ESTATE (cont.)

www.zeitlin.com
Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH, CEO
615-383-0183 (bus.)
615-294-9880 (cell)

jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com 
www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

615-794-0833 (bus.)
615-351-5343 (cell)

lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR
615-383-0183 (bus.) 
615-973-1117 (cell) 

nanspeller2014@gmail.com

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!
Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR® 

www.JackieKarr.com
JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 

Your Running/Walking 
Swimming Headquarters 

3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

615-383-0098

TALENT AND 
ENTERTAINMENT

Create your dream event with
The Blue Tone Chamber Players and The 

Nashville Blue Tones
Music City’s premier variety dance band!

(615) 352-6358
info@bluetonemusicusa.com

TRAVEL SERVICES

Expredia Cruise Ship Centers
A Full Service Travel Agency

Alan Cooper: Office: 629-202-8945
www.cruiseshipcenters.com/AlanCooper
7081 B Hwy 70 S / Kroger Shopping Ctr.

TREE SERVICES

Preserving the Natural Beauty of Trees 
and Shrubs. Specializing in the care of 
shade and ornamental trees and shrubs 

for residential and commercial properties.
Serving Nashville since 1978. 

615-373-4342 www.druidtree.com
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Continued from page 16

hood of Minnesota/North Dakota/South 
Dakota or Northern Clay Center of Min-
neapolis.

Charles Sprintz
Charles Sprintz passed away on May 

20. He filled his 85 years with love, hard 
work and fun. He will be remembered for 
his dedication to causes he cared about, in-
cluding the Jewish Federation of Nashville, 
The American Diabetes Association and 
Akiva School. Mostly, we will remember his 
boundless love for family and friends and 
for the business he started with his wife Al-
yse, Sprintz Furniture. There were no limits 
to his energy or his passion for the retail 
furniture business. Customers often come 
to the store and recall wonderful stories of 
their encounters with Charles. All remem-
ber him with such fondness and respect. 

He loved the game of golf and played 
until he could no longer stand, when his 
favorite activity became going out to eat. 
He cherished relationships with his friends 
and business associates. Charles did not 
know the meaning of the word impossible. 
There wasn’t an issue he couldn’t fix or a 
relationship he thought he couldn’t repair. 
He knew that there was a solution to be 

By SHARON PAZ
In a moving Awards ceremony on May 

5, West End Synagogue’s Beit Miriam’s 
high school senior Casey Newell was recog-
nized for his work this year as a religious 
school teacher’s aide.

Casey Newell was honored with the 
2019 Anna Isenstein Teacher Aide Appre-
ciation Award. Joel Isenstein presented this 
year’s award, noting that the Anna Isenstein 
award directs cash toward a college-bound 
teacher’s aide to assist in continuing their 
education. Isenstein said “we created this 
fund in memory of our daughter Anna 
Michelle Isenstein in 2003. During Anna’s 
short life, we learned that sometimes the 
most help for a child comes directly from 
another child. Our goal, by setting up this 
fund, is to encourage our students to guide 
younger students as teachers’ aides after 
completing their formal religious school ed-
ucation at West End Synagogue. We are so 
pleased to learn that 7 of the 10 members of 
last year’s graduating class returned to serve 
as aides/madrichim this year. We honestly 
wish we could give the award to each one 
of you.”

The aides in the religious school class-
room serve many roles. Not only do the 
aides assist the teacher in a variety of tasks, 
they also serve as role models in the class-
room. The award was created to recognize 
a unique aide who exhibits the attributes 
the teachers need the most, and models the 
behaviors parents respect the most — de-
pendability, attentiveness, friendliness and 
initiative. 

The award has grown steadily since its 
inception to $850. Many have contributed 
to this fund to recognize simchas and me-
morials.

Newell was commended for many things 
— work ethic, initiative, flexibility. But this 
was also the first time in the award’s history 

went with it. He showed re-
markable growth and maturi-
ty over the course of the year. 

Newell is graduating 
MBA and will be going to 
Tufts University in Boston 
next year.

Beit Miriam salutes all 
of their high school senior 
teacher aides/teachers: Ana-
bella Barocas, Jacob Bengels-
dorf, Rachel Cohen, Josh 
Crowley, Jonah Herman, 
Shoshana Kelner and Casey Newell.

2019 Simon and Alven Ghertner 
Award Winners

Max Harrison Lapidus, son of Brian 
and Kim Lapidus, and Davi Julia Wolf-Du-
bin, daughter of Ari Dubin and Abbie 
Wolf, were chosen as the 2019 recipients of 
the prestigious Simon and Alven Ghertner 
Award for excellence in Hebrew, now in its 
74th year. It was presented to them by Frank 
Ghertner, son of Alven Ghertner, and 
grandson of Simon Ghertner. 

The Ghertner Award is a distinct award 
to recognize the importance of Hebrew 
reading proficiency for every generation of 
Jewish students. Among Jewish teens na-
tions wide, so few excel in Hebrew to the 
extent that our students do. We are so for-
tunate to have young people in our school 
and congregation who have ability and who 
work hard in order to excel, reading Torah, 
Haftarah and leading services for us.

Davi came to Beit Miriam when she 
transferred from Akiva School to a charter 
school, Valor, in the 5th grade. She came 
with strong Hebrew writing and vocabulary 
skills, and needed help perfecting her He-
brew reading. She has worked hard over the 
last three years strengthening her reading 
skills and we are very proud of her!

Cantor Sarah Levine reflected, “When 
I met Davi last year in 6th grade, I could tell 
she was a good Hebrew reader but Davi 
blew me away this year. She worked hard on 
reading with accuracy and mastered all the 
Torah readings for her Bat Mitzvah. I usu-
ally give parents and family members Torah 
readings if I can, but she was determined to 
chant it all, and she did so beautifully, and 

Beit Miriam at West End Synagogue Honors Students 

that the aide didn’t miss a Sunday. “In a 
year filled with college tours, college prep, 
difficult classes and social events, we are 
particularly impressed and appreciative of 
this aide’s dedication to our school,” Isen-
stein said. “This aide exemplifies everything 
we hoped for when we created this award.”

Newell’s mother, Amy Newell, shared 
that they flew to Boston one weekend to 
visit colleges and he told them he had to be 
back on Sunday before 9 a.m. for Sunday 
school. They said he would have to miss. 
“But Casey insisted and flew back on his 
own!” They couldn’t believe it! 

According to the school, Newell is an 
excellent communicator. He always reads 
emails to the teachers, and responds quick-
ly to communications via text. When he 
needs to come in early on Sundays, either 
for a USY project or to help us get ready 
for a program, he is there at 8:30 and ready. 
His third graders love him and he felt he 
really got to know the kids. He was flexible 
and was always in good spirits. 

Sharon Paz, Director of Lifelong Learn-
ing, noted that at the beginning of the year, 
Newell shared some concerns about how a 
class was going and after talking about ways 
he could be helpful, he figured out what 
he could change and what he couldn’t and 

accurately! Not even a month later, we were 
back in school at Beit Miriam and I told the 
7th graders they would be leading services 
and reading Torah on their own. I knew I 
could count on Davi to read the longest ali-
yah of that morning, and before I even told 
her what I had assigned, she said, ‘just give 
me the longest Torah reading, I’ll read any-
thing.’ And she did not disappoint! She put 
this aliyah together on her own, with little 
help from me and read beautifully. 

“Max has a competitive spirit and 
though he may try to hide it, he likes to 
learn! As a 4th grader, Max was the first to 
learn to read the full Friday night Kiddush. 
Over the years, we have watched Max’s read-
ing skills strengthen. Morah Yifat Crouvi 
commented on Max’s ability to pick up a 
Hebrew text he was unfamiliar with and 
read it smoothly and accurately. Max is a 
conscientious student and put in the effort 
over the years that led to excellence.” 

Cantor Levine reflected, “When I intro-
duced Ashrei to Max’s class last year in 6th 
grade, with a smile he said something like, 
‘there’s no way.’ Fast forward to this year 
and he reads with ease. He takes great care 
in making sure the pronunciation of every 
word is correct. He read an extra amount of 
Torah at his Bar Mitzvah in November. Max 
chanted Torah again beautifully in March 
and smiled while doing so. 

We hope both of these students will con-
tinue to read Torah and Haftarah for us and 
be examples to our students in the lower 
grades of what you can achieve if you work 
hard! Many thanks to Frank Ghertner and 
Dorothy Ghertner Miller who oversee this 
award on an annual basis. The ceremony 
included a salute to Israel’s 71st anniversary.

found for every issue. He kept this positive 
can do attitude, along with his wonderful 
sense of humor, until the very end. 

The most important thing to Charles 
was supporting and spending time with 
family. He was the sweetest, most loving hus-
band, father, grandfather, brother and un-
cle. He will be greatly missed by his wife, of 
61 years, Alyse; his children, Wendy Sprintz 
Neinken (Jack), Bruce Sprintz (Carrie) and 
Tami Sprintz Hall (Jeffrey), as well as his 5 
grandchildren, Nicolas and Jordan Neink-
en, Scott and Jake Sprintz and Daley Hall. 
Also, feeling his loss are his sister Bobbi 
Henry and numerous nieces and nephews. 

Our family wants to thank the won-
derful Cura Care partners, who so loving-
ly helped care for Charles; Anita, Winn, 
Arkanya, Frances and Stacy. We also owe 
a debt of gratitude to the Fire Dept re-
sponders, for their consistent willingness to 
help. Lastly, we need to express our deep-
est gratitude for the help and support that 
Lisa, from Alive Hospice, lovingly provided 
through these difficult last months. 

The service was held on May 22 at The 
Temple. Memorial contributions may be 
made to: Alive Hospice, The Jewish Feder-
ation of Nashville or the Temple Nashville.  
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Expanding Horizons at 
Gordon JCC Jewish Food Fest

On April 28, over 300 people descended on 
the Gordon Jewish Community Center’s audito-
rium and got their nosh on, with not one person 
leaving hungry. 

Sponsored by a grant from the Jewish Feder-
ation and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee, the Nashville Jewish Food Fest 
featured local caterers creating their own takes on 
traditional Jewish favorites, from babka to knish-
es. Polka music and cooking demonstrations 
from Louisa Shafia, a local Persian-cuisine chef, 
rounded out the event, bringing guests “beyond 
the bagel,” and starting thoughtful conversation 
about what Jewish Food means in other cultures. 

Chef Dante Morasco sold out of his incred-
ible Ashkenazi potato knishes, babka and other 
baked goods, and Avo’s delicious rolled eggplant 
was a crowd favorite as well. Attendees noshed on 
chopped liver, deli sandwiches, Moroccan Muflet-
ta, pickles, and kabobs. With so 
many fabulous recipes, the kugel 
competition judges had a tough 
decision on their hands! Nancy 
Lipsitz won Judge’s Choice with 
her unique sweet, cheesy layers, 
and Rusty Groffman was declared 
the People’s Choice winner with 
her crumbly, delicious toppings. 

Thank you to our wonderful 
sponsors, Sova Catering/Kevin 
Alexandroni, Louisa Shafia, AVO, 
Chef Dante Marasco, Carlos Da-
vis, Bobbi Limor, Ess & Fress Ca-
tering, House of Kabob, Melissa 
Sostrin, and we’re looking forward 
to next year’s event! 
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Your Nashville Symphony 
Live at the Schermerhorn

615.687.6400 | NashvilleSymphony.org
Ocean Soul, Napoleon Dynamite, The Isley Brothers 
and Summer of Love presented without orchestra. 

WITH SUPPORT FROM

june 14

R I C H A R D 
M A R X

july 11

A CONVERSATION WITH 

JON HEDER “NAPOLEON DYNAMITE”

EFREN RAMIREZ “PEDRO”

MOVIE SCREENING AND Q&A

july 6 & 7june 27 & 28

july 10

S P E A K E R
S E R I E S

OCEAN
SOUL

june 20 & 21

july 17 july 28

CELEBRATING THE 
50TH ANNIVERSARY 
OF WOODSTOCK

Live at Ascend Amphitheater

june 15 june 22 june 29


