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Words Matter at Global 
Day of Jewish Learning
Former head of Schusterman Family Foundation to lead first 
U.S. discussion of “Our Common Destiny” declaration

CRC Book Club Participates in 
Community-Wide Town Hall

On Sept. 18, the Community Relations Committee welcomed community 
members to a dinner program to discuss the book “Dying of Whiteness” by Dr. 
Jonathan Metzl. The conversation was part of a larger community town hall project 
sponsored by Vanderbilt Divinity School. The book details how the politics of racial 
resentment are affecting public policy, and addresses three key areas of concern: 
health care, gun violence, and public education. The health care section was sourced 
in Tennessee and the research for that section was done throughout the state. As 
an introduction to the conversation, Michele Johnson, executive director of the 
Tennessee Justice Center (pictured on the right), presented an overview of current 
health care policy in Tennessee and how those policies are adversely affecting 
Tennessee citizens, causing the state to go backward in health care affordability 
and accessibility. On the left, CRC Book Group Co-Chair Erin Coleman welcomed 
participants.

Words Matter — and that will be the 
message of Nashville’s Global Day of Jew-
ish Learning, Nov. 10 at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity.

Sandy Cardin, who was president of 
the Charles and Lynn Schusterman Family 
Foundation for 25 years, will be the key-
note speaker and lead one of the sessions 
during the half-day program.

The Global Day of Jewish Learning 
brings Jewish communities around the 
world together on the same date to exam-
ine topics dealing with a common theme 
and to share in the experience of learn-
ing. This year’s topic covers the power of 
words with novel and thought-provoking 
approaches. 

This year’s local chair for Global Day of 
Jewish Learning is Alon Diamant-Cohen, 
a Nashville-based Cloud security manag-
er and digital anthropologist passionate 
about community, Judaism and education.

This year, participants will have the 
opportunity to register for two different 
breakout sessions, providing everyone with 
the opportunity to learn from two differ-
ent presenters. 

The Global Day of Jewish Learning will 
begin at 8:30 a.m., with coffee and pas-
tries. The opening session will begin at 9 
a.m., with remarks from Diamant-Cohen 
and Cardin.

Breakout sessions will be at 9:30 a.m. 
and 10:30 a.m., with closing remarks 
at 11:30 a.m. There are four sessions to 
choose from, and they will all be available 
in both time slots.

Cardin will lead a session on “Our 
Common Destiny,” a ground-breaking ef-
fort by Genesis Philanthropy Group and 
the State of Israel, under the auspices of 
the president of Israel, to strengthen glob-
al Jewry by linking Jewish communities all 
over the world to a shared set of ethics and 
values across religious and cultural identi-
ties. This presentation will be the first pub-
lic discussion of the declaration in North 
America, and he is looking for feedback 
from the community, which he will share 
with the declaration’s authors, including 
Israel’s president.

Julia Motis will lead a session on 

“Words — Making Movements Matter.” 
As movements and groups take common 
phrases and change their meaning — such 
as #MeToo and #BlackLivesMatter, the 
session will examine through a Jewish lens 
how political and social movements cause 
a rethinking of how we use words.

Tara Worthey-Segal and Marsha Rami 
will lead a discussion of “The Words Peo-
ple Use: Appropriate or Appropriation.” 
How do word choices provide impact — or 
provoke others? With the recent use of 
“concentration camps” to describe deten-
tion facilities at the U.S.-Mexico border, or 
the slogan “never again” in many contexts, 
is such usage mindful of history, or does 
that depend on one’s perspective?

Sophie Rapoport will examine “Good 
Speech, Bad Speech,” with the many types 
of human conversation that Jewish tradi-
tion opposes, from idle chatter to gossip. 
The session will study legal and narrative 
texts that highlight the power of speech to 
deepen relationships and transform com-
munities.

Parking will be available for free. There 
is no charge for the event, and community 
members can register for the event at: www.
jewishnashville.org/globalday. Once regis-
tered, attendees will receive an email with 
location information and parking details.  

For more information about the event, 
including any accommodation needs, con-
tact Adam Bronstone, director of plan-
ning, at adam@jewishnashville.org.

Sandy Cardin

The Tennessee Holocaust Commission 
announced the hiring of Devora Fish as 
the new director of education.

Fish brings a thorough background in 
education and curriculum development 
with a focus on integrating the arts, social 
justice initiatives and experiential learning 
into formal and informal educational or-
ganizations. Fish has a strong understand-
ing of the issues and varied experience in 
religious, secular, for profit and nonprofit 
programs and outreach. 

Fish was instrumental in the develop-

Holocaust Commission 
names new educator
Devora Fish to coordinate programming statewide
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Dear Friends,

We are proud to partner with the Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation of  Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee for the Jewish Community Security Initiative.

In calendar year 2018, there were 1,879 attacks against Jews and Jewish institutions across our 
nation, according to the ADL. In response, the Jewish Community Security Initiative brings 
together the Federation and our Nashville congregations in partnership to identify and fund 
community security best practices, training, and a new enhanced level of  physical security for 
our Jewish institutions. Recognizing that this is not a one-time situation, our initiative seeks to 
develop sustainable measures and practices that will serve the community this year and for the 
future. Together, we are making a commitment to prioritize the safety and well-being of  our 
Jewish community.

It is significant that the Federation has modified its traditional funding approach from the 
Federation Annual Campaign in order to incorporate local security needs and has pre-
committed $200,000 in Grants from the 2020 Annual Campaign to be spent on community 
security. This pre-commitment for 2020 is in addition to the 2018 Homeland Security Grant of  
$100,000 to which the Federation added $50,000 last year and another Federation grant this 
year of  $50,000 shared by all 5 congregations.

You have the power to support this promise and help protect ourselves and our children from 
potential targeted attacks of  hatred, anti-Semitism, extremism, terrorism, and violence. As the 
spiritual and congregational leaders of  all 5 synagogues, we endorse this Community Security 
Initiative and encourage your active participation in these efforts.

Shalom,

N O V E M B E R  2 0 1 9

Congregation Beit Tefilah Congregation Micah Sherith Israel The Temple West End Synagogue
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Continued from front page

As the number of Holocaust survivors 
dwindles, Middle Tennesseans have a rare 
opportunity to hear the first-hand account 
of Irving Roth, age 90, who survived Aus-
chwitz and Buchenwald concentration 
camps. 

In partnership with Chabad of Nash-
ville and presenting sponsor Regions 
Bank, Roth will share his story of survival 
and grit on Nov. 14 from 6:30 to 9 p.m. 
at the Gordon Jewish Community Center. 

“Irving Roth is a true survivor,” said 
Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel with Chabad of 
Nashville. “Not only did he physically sur-
vive the terrors of World War II, but he 
lived on with his heart and hope intact. 
Roth’s presentation is sure to be moving, in-
spiring and educational for all who attend.”

Born in Kosice, Czechoslovakia, in 
1929, Roth lived through the horrors of 
multiple concentration camps. 

Roth and his brother were captured 
toward the end of the war, having been 
hiding in Hungary. They were sent to Aus-
chwitz, then marched to Buchenwald when 
the Russians were closing in on Auschwitz. 
That was the last time he saw his brother.

Roth was 16 years old when he was 
liberated from Buchenwald on April 
10, 1945, by two U.S. soldiers — U.S. 

Army Corporal Rick Carrier and an Afri-
can-American soldier whose name he nev-
er knew, but who had entered his barracks 
bearing chocolate.

Carrier had been looking for a supply 
dump but instead stumbled on the camp.

Roth admits in interviews that he had 
never seen a black person before. “I tell 
people you may not know what the Mes-
siah looks like, but I do. One is black and 
one is white.” Among the venues where he 
has told that story is Dexter Avenue King 
Memorial Baptist Church in Montgomery, 
where Rev. Martin Luther King preached 
in the 1950s.

After the war, Roth moved to New 
York in 1947 and served in the U.S. Army 
in Korea.

The first time he returned to Auschwitz 
in 1998, Roth realized the importance of 
keeping his memories from five decades 
earlier alive in the minds of Jewish youth. 
He is now devoted to educating young and 
old about the perils of anti-Semitism and 
prejudice, traveling the country to share 
his story. His book, “Bondi’s Brother,” 
tells that story.

After meeting Randy Neal, western re-
gional coordinator for Christians United 
for Israel, a decade ago, Roth has spoken 

at hundreds of CUFI events, including 
September gatherings at churches in the 
Chattanooga area and at Bryan College. 
He is involved with CUFI because of the 
shared passion in advocating for Israel and 
fighting global anti-Semitism.

A group of CUFI supporters in Pana-
ma City Beach, Fla., recently started Bikers 
for Zion, motorcyclists who ride in support 
of Israel. Moved by hearing Roth’s story, 
they asked Roth for permission to include 
his Auschwitz number, A-10491, with the 
phrase “Never Again,” on the group logo. 
During an April visit to Panama City, Roth 
was made a member of the group, and was 
given membership no. 1.

“By telling and retelling our stories of 
survival and determination, I believe we 
will be able to fully realize a better tomor-
row,” Roth said. “I am very much looking 
forward to spreading my message to a new 
audience in Nashville.”

Tickets to “A Harrowing Story of Sur-
vival” are available at irvingrothnashville.
com. All ages are welcome. General admis-
sion tickets are discounted to $20 through 
Nov. 7. Tickets will then increase to $30. 

Student and senior tickets are $15, and 
reserved seating tickets are $50 per person. 
A VIP option is available for $150 and 
includes a reception with Roth, an auto-
graphed book and general admission. 

Roth is the director of the Holocaust 
Resource Center – Temple Judea of 
Manhasset, New York, and spends his free 
time touring the United States, Canada 
and Europe to speak about his experienc-
es. Roth is also an adjunct professor at the 
University of Maine and in addition to 

his autobiography has published the chil-
dren’s book “Saved by Psalms: The Story 
of Irving Roth.” 

For tickets and additional details, vis-
it https://www.irvingrothnashville.com, 
call (615) 646-5750 or follow the event on 
Facebook.

Auschwitz Survivor Irving Roth to Visit Nashville

ment of the Hillel International Senior Jewish and Experiential educator initiative. She 
served in this role at the University of Texas Hillel in Austin, prior to moving to Nashville. 
During her time with Hillel she initiated educational workshops about Jewish ethics and 
leadership for the Law School, large scale performance art exhibitions on anti-Semitism, 
professional development for early childhood development consortiums, intergeneration-
al historical travel opportunities, and immersive learning opportunities. 

She has also taught several courses in adult education programs. Her expertise in al-
ternative education models has also contributed to well-established institutions including 
the Bureau of Jewish Education, Ramah Camping Movement, Alternative Spring Breaks 
on Campus, and City Year.

Fish holds a Master’s Degree in Education from Lesley University in Cambridge, Mass., 
a B.A. in Religious Studies and Theater from Hofstra University, and a certification in 
Family Education from Hebrew College as well as several certifications in nonprofit hu-
man services management, social media and business development, fundraising, and sto-
rytelling and theater for the classroom. 

“I am honored to be working with the Tennessee Holocaust Commission.” Fish said. 
“It has been my purpose as an educator for over 20 years to bring personal connection 
to learning that advances curiosity, action, and meaning. My childhood memories (at my 
synagogue and at school at Solomon Schechter) are of listening to the horrors of the Ho-
locaust and witnessing the resiliency and joy that the survivors were able to bring to their 
families and communities. I have carried their message with me and share that message of 
hope everywhere I have the privilege of teaching. Today we are entering the unique time 
when first-hand accounts of survivors, refugees, hidden children, and liberators will no 
longer be heard. The time is now for all of us to become stewards of their stories so that we 
may never forget and prevent the atrocities of the Holocaust from ever happening again.”

As Director of Education, Fish will be responsible, with the support of the governor-ap-
pointed commissioners, for the strategic vision and planning for Holocaust education 
across the 100 school districts across the state, working collaboratively with community 
organizations to host public Holocaust Day of Remembrance events, co-sponsoring public 
lectures and author engagements, developing and facilitating workshops for Tennessee 
Law Enforcement, and curating artistic and educational exhibits state-wide. 

Founded in 1984, the Tennessee Holocaust Commission provides education to pro-
mote remembrance of the Holocaust, to fight prejudice, and to encourage tolerance and 
understanding among all people. The commission acts as a resource for teachers, students 
and individuals, providing seminars, resources, workshops, mobile exhibits and commem-
orations and ceremonies to build awareness of the Holocaust.
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presents the 
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PRESIDENT’S AWARD

 C E L E  B R A T  I O N
with Keynote Speaker,  Avraham Infeld

President Emeritus of Hillel International

honoring

Gilbert S. Fox, z”l
and

Charlotte Seloff 
 CO-CHAIRS: 

Gil and Joyce Fox, Lee and Rosalie Fox, 
Kenneth and Laurel Fox, Sharon & Moises Paz,

Eileen Rosenblum, and Diane & Herb Seloff

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 17, 2019
5:30pm - 7:30pm

GORDON JCC PARGH AUDITORIUM
801 Percy Warner Blvd.

Light hors d’ouerves and dessert will be served.
$36PP/$18 NOWGEN RATE (UNDER 40)

R.S.V.P.
www.jewishnashville.org/2019presidentsaward

For information contact Barbara Schwarcz, Event Coordinator at
barbara@jewishnashville.org or 615-354-1630

Sponsored by:
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Policy and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-mis-
sion of information, news items, feature stories 
and photos about events relevant to the Jewish 
community of Greater Nashville. We prefer 
e-mailed submissions, which should be sent as 
Word documents to editor@jewishnash-ville.
org. Photos must be high resolution (at least 
300 dpi) and should be attached as jpegs to the 
e-mail with the related news item or story. For 
material that can-not be e-mailed, submissions 
should be sent to The Jewish Observer, 801 Per-
cy Warner Blvd., Suite 102, Nashville TN 37205. 
Photos and copy sent by regular mail will not 
be returned unless prior arrangement is made. 
Publication is at the discretion of The Observer, 
which reserves the right to edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must 
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to the 
intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact Carrie 
Mills, advertising manager, at 615-354-1699, or 
by email at carrie@nashvillejcc.org.
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 As the Life & Legacy program enters its third year, participants who have signed letters 
of intent to leave legacy gifts to Nashville Jewish organizations are asking themselves one 
question: How do I leave a legacy gift to the organizations I care about?

To answer this question, The Jewish Federation of Nashville Professional Advisory 
Council, a group of estate planning attorneys, financial planners, wealth managers, life 
insurance brokers and accountants held its first PAC seminar of this year on Sept. 17. 

Kimbra Spann gave a presentation on Wills and Powers of Attorney, and Dave Heller 
and Randy Ratliff spoke about setting up Trusts. Mindy Hirt served as moderator and a 
panelist.  

Everyone can leave a Legacy Gift, it is just a question of how to financially plan for 
it. Howard Safer, Mindy Hirt and Adam Dretler will address “Financial Planning” at the 
second PAC Seminar this year, Nov. 19 at noon and 7 p.m. at the Gordon Jewish Com-
munity Center. 

Panelists Eva Pulley and David Heller will join them for a question and answer session 
after the presentations. Lunch will be provided to those who reserve for the noon program.

To make a reservation for the second seminar, contact Shannon Small at (615) 354-
1651 or shannon@jewishnashville.org.

Jewish Federation and West End Synagogue members gathered together to learn about 
the upcoming Professional Advisory Council Seminars.

How Does One Leave a Legacy Gift?



 6 November 2019 The Jewish Observer

The Gordon JCC has been hard at 
work preparing for the 2019/20 Nashville 
Jewish Book Series.

Opening Nov. 12, the Nashville Jewish 
Book Series is an annual celebration of 
books, authors and ideas. It features work 
on Jewish themes and topics, work by Jew-
ish authors, work from a Jewish perspective 
and opens new work to Jewish audiences. 

The Series will feature three tracks, 10 
events, 13 authors, two musical programs, 
four musical acts, two genealogists, and 
one Book Awards Committee. Hundreds 
of local book lovers will come together to 

enjoy panels and talks featuring 13 of the 
nation’s foremost writers. In addition, the 
Series offers six workshops, salons and mu-
sical performances to enhance the book 
talk experience. 

The Nashville Jewish Book Series will 
run from November to next April. The six-
month series format allows attendees to 
see and do more than in a traditional book 
festival. This year’s series offers three tracks 
— Fall Author Talks, Behind the Book and 
Jewish Books around Town. 

The Fall Author Talks track includes 
intimate conversations and performances 

Nashville Jewish Book Series Opens Nov. 12
Ten events will feature 13 authors through April

exploring identity, memory and music, 
and opens with Dan Oren, who shares his 
family’s unbelievable history through his 
latest book, “The Wedding Photo,” along 
with the Jewish Genealogical Society of 
Nashville. 

This track features Jamie Bernstein, 
daughter of Leonard Bernstein, in con-
cert with local classical ensembles ALIAS, 
Chatterbird and Intersec-
tion. It also includes author 
Yousef Bashir in conversa-
tion with award winning 
journalist David Plazas, 
Opinion and Engagement 
Director for the USA To-
day Network, and a musi-
cal program by the Pursuit 
of Harmony, featuring 
Michael Ochs, multi-plat-
inum and award-winning 
songwriter and Compos-
er in Residence at Con-
gregation Micah. 

The Behind the 
Book track provides local, thoughtful 
literary workshops and salons throughout 
the month of February 2020. Talks in-
clude “What Makes a Good Book? Behind 
the Book Awards,” featuring a representa-
tive of the Association of Jewish Libraries 
Awards Committee and Author Mark Sar-
vas, winner of the 2019 Association of Jew-
ish Libraries’ Jewish Fiction Award. Other 
events include “Suspenseful Tales! Nash-
ville’s Best Selling Authors,” featuring lo-
cal authors JT Ellison, Jeremy Finlay, and 
Rea Frey; “What Makes Us Who We Are? 
A Jewish Genealogy Salon”; and a Jewish 
Book Salon on “Picking Books for Your 
Book Club.” with Parnassus Books’ book 
club coordinator Kathy Schultenover.

The third track, Jewish Books around 
Town, includes three events at three dif-
ferent locations across Nashville between 
January and April 2020. Independent film 
and television producer and author Mar-
ra B. Gad joins Joelle Herr, owner of The 
Bookshop, to discuss her book, “The Col-

or of Love.” Psychotherapist and author 
Lori Gottlieb talks with local authors Mary 
Laura Philpott and Ira Helderman at Par-
nassus Books about her new book, “Maybe 
You Should Talk to Someone.” 

Through their books, “The Unwanted” 
and “Rescue Board,” Michael Dobbs and 
Rebecca Erbelding join the Tennessee Ho-
locaust Commission at the Nashville Public 
Library to discuss the motives, pressures and 

fears that shaped American 
responses to Nazism, war 
and genocide during World 
War II. This talk coincides 
with Yom Ha’shoah, Holo-
caust Remembrance Day.

All book talks are free, ex-
cept for the Jamie Bernstein 
event and Yousef Bashir re-
ception. An All-Season Liter-
ary Supporter Pass is available 
for $125 and includes tickets 
for both the Bernstein and 
Bashir receptions, reserved seat-
ing, and signed copies of books 
for the Jamie Bernstein, Yousef 

Bashir, Marra B. Gad and Lori Gottlieb 
events. Literary Supporters also receive 
written recognition in Book Series pro-
grams and series promotional items.

Tickets for “Tonight, Tonight! Won’t 
Just Be Any Night: Looking Back on Leon-
ard Bernstein, 101 Years,” on Nov. 21 at 
7 p.m. are $30 in advance or $40 at the 
door. Tickets for the pre-event reception 
with the author, including a signed copy 
of the book “Famous Father Girl,” and re-
served seating are available for $75. 

Tickets for a pre-event reception for 
“Until this is Over,” with David Plazas and 
Yousef Bashir, an Unlikely Peace Builder 
on Dec. 3 are $36 and include a signed 
copy of the book “The Words of My Fa-
ther” and reserved seating.

For more information, visit nashvillejcc.
org/book, or contact Adult Programs Di-
rector Alex Heller at alex@nashvillejcc.org, 
or Michael Gross, program director, at mi-
chael@nashvillejcc.org, or (615) 356-7170.

Chabad dedicates new Torah

On Oct. 6, two days before Yom Kippur, Chabad of Nashville celebrated the dedication 
of a very special Torah commissioned by Brian and Dianne Berry, in memory of Joseph 
and Eileen Berry. Over 150 friends and family joined in the celebration of the scroll’s 
completion, and the Torah was used for the first time at Kol Nidrei, starting the Yom Kip-
pur observance. Above, Brian Berry leads the Torah parade under the Chuppah, shortly 
after taking part in the scribing of the Torah’s final letter.

The weekend of Nov. 8, Chabad of 
Nashville will be hosting scholar in resi-
dence Shimona Tzukernik, designer of the 
acclaimed program “The Method for Self 
Mastery,” a process designed to take one’s 
life from unmanageable to unimaginable.

Tzukernik has addressed the Unit-
ed Nations Staff Recreation Council on 
“Kabbalah for Global Peace” and has been 
featured in media around the world, in-
cluding a documentary by National Geo-
graphic and “Take Me to Your Mother” for 
NickMom TV.  

On Nov. 8, guests will have the op-
portunity to join her for a gourmet Shab-
bat dinner. She will present “Forgive for 
Good,” how to attain the peace that comes 
with forgiveness. 

The evening of Nov. 9 will begin at 
7:30 with a mystical Havdalah ceremo-
ny, followed by a Mediterranean dinner. 
Tzukernik will present “The Art of Heal-
ing and Contemplation through Prayer,” 
how prayer is relevant to daily life, and 
how to master an intimate union with G-d. 

On Nov. 10 at 10 a.m. there will be a 
Kabbalah Power Breakfast, and a presenta-
tion on “Kabballah-Based Cognitive Med-
itation.” 

The weekend is made possible through 
a grant from the Jewish Federation of Nash-
ville and Middle Tennessee. All the events 
are free, though those who want to attend 
are asked to RSVP at www.chabadnash-
ville.com. For more information call (615) 
646-5750, or www.chabadnashville.com.

Self Mastery Kabbalah 
Weekend at Chabad
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The Pargh Team is a team of real estate licensees affiliated with Compass RE, a licensed real estate broker and abides by equal housing opportunity laws. To reach the Compass RE office, call 615.475.5616. 

Thanksgiving Wishes From 
Your Neighborhood Experts 

Franklin Pargh
M: 615.351.7333
franklin.pargh@compass.com

Lana Pargh
M: 615.504.2685
lana.pargh@compass.com

As West Nashville natives with decades of experience in real estate, architecture, 
and design, we are uniquely qualified to help you buy, sell, renovate, and design 
your home, whether for personal use or investments. We specialize in Belle 
Meade, West Meade, West End, Green Hills, Forest Hills, and Bellevue–as well as 
buying and selling farm land in themost beautiful parts of Williamson County. 

Our full-service team of experts sold $33M+ last year. Whether you are looking 
to buy or sell, The Pargh Team is ready to work for you.  

Thank you for choosing us!
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The Cast of “Rumors” at Gordon JCC Can’t Stop Laughing

The Jewish Federation and Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee

 is currently accepting applications for :
The Lori Ann Fishel Fund to Enhance 
the Lives of Those with Disabilities

Applications for this quarter are available and due by December 31, 2019. For information, please 
contact Adam Bronstone, Director of Planning, at 615-354-1687. The Jewish 
Foundation welcomes gifts from the community to existing funds. 

The goal of the Lori Ann Fishel Fund is to 
provide incentive grants (to offset costs) 
to help individuals with disabilities to 
travel, participate in programs, or pursue 
hobbies and interests in order to enrich 
their lives and encourage independence. 
The incentives may be used to attend:

The incentive grant is designed to help 
defray costs of travel, registration, and 
meals as well as providing an aide or 
companion, if needed. All incentive grants 
will be paid as a reimbursement of costs.

To be eligible for a Lori 
Ann Fishel Fund Incentive 
Grant the applicant must:
1. Live within the area served by

the Jewish Federation and Jewish
Foundation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee.

2. Be a Jewish individual or a member
of a Jewish family of any age with a
diagnosed disability.

3. Complete the attached form.

4. Submit a letter of recommendation.
The person preparing the letter
of recommendation should
be knowledgeable about the
applicant’s ability to participate in
the suggested outing.

JFON-LoriFishel-Jan18-10x6.5.indd   1 7/16/208   

Lori Ann Fishel • Classes
• Concerts
• Lectures
• Conferences
• Other enriching experiences

The Gordon Jewish Community Center’s production 
of “Rumors” delivers constant laughs. The show is direct-
ed by Suzanne Burns and performed and produced by the 
newly re-named “Mazel Tov Repertory Company,” the Gor-
don JCC’s community theater troupe. The show is a fitting 
tribute to Simon, who died last August. 

Neil Simon’s comic credentials are indisputable. The 
author of dozens of the most beloved American stage com-
edies, he made his reputation with “Barefoot in the Park” 

Photo by Jamiesrabbits/Creative Commons

To Be In The Directory, Call 615.356.3242 ext. 299

BUSINESS CARD DIRECTORY

Your Guide to Fine Businesses  
and Services Around Music City

Please Support Our Advertisers… They’re The Best!

CLASSIFIED ADS

PART-TIME HELP NEEDED

Working Franklin mom would LOVE to 
hire a retiree to fill the role of “honorary 
Grandmother” or “honorary Aunt.”
Looking to hire woman to prepare healthy meals 
approximately 4-8 times per month. Must have 
own reliable transportation for grocery shopping. 
Strict kosher is not a requirement, though no 
pork or shellfish.  
If interested please contact Amy at 615-499-9616.

PET CARE

In-Home Pet Care by Noah Rosenblum
Bellevue, Belle Meade, Hillwood
Over 8 Years Experience
NMRosenblum@gmail.com, (615) 491-8731

in 1963, cemented it with “The Odd Couple” in 1965, and 
continued turning out popular hits until his death.

First performed in 1988, “Rumors” is something of a 
throwback for Simon to the screwball drawing room come-
dies of the 1930s. When four couples gather for an anniver-
sary party at the posh suburban home of New York Deputy 
Mayor Charley Brock and his wife, Myra, it isn’t long be-
fore those guests, in full evening regalia, realize that their 
hosts don’t seem to be in evidence, and something odd is 
up. A crazy comedy of errors ensues as the guests try to put 
the pieces together using snippets of rumors that have been 
circulating about Charley, Myra and the extramarital affairs 
they may or may not be conducting (Simon helpfully sub-

titles the play “A Farce,” just in case the audience doesn’t 
pick up on that).

The cast from the Mazel Tov Players includes Sarah Bai-
ley, Dina Barabash, Laura Franklin, Tony Grimes, Mosh 
Koch, Jerry Nidiffer, Julie Nidiffer, Jerry Stelmaszak, Patty 
Stelmaszak and Rich Strauss. Set and technical design are 
in the capable hands of Chip Weinstein. Stephen Moltz 
serves as stage manager and Jerry Klein is the producer.

Koch, who once made minyan dressed as a Catholic 
priest — he was playing a priest in a show at West End 
High School at the time — and played a gambler in “The 
Odd Couple” is emphatic about the play and the repertory 
company. “The Mazel Tov Players are a great re-boot to the 
JCC’s theater program. The troupe welcomes people from 
the JCC community regardless of acting experience and we 
are building a strong theater community.”

“A volunteer repertory theater is in the making,” ac-
cording to Klein, who has supported the drama program 
at the JCC for more than 60 years. “Now on our second 
play this year, we are building a group of dedicated people, 
experienced actors and novices, who are bringing their pas-
sion to the stage.”

The show runs Nov. 9 and 10, and again Nov. 23 and 
24, with evening and matinee performances. For more 
information and to reserve tickets, call the Gordon JCC 
“Box Office” at (615) 356-7170.
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Tools for Parents to Address 
Anti-Semitism

November 17, 2019 | 9:30-11:30 am
Congregation Micah
2001  OLD H ICKORY BLVD,  BRENT WOOD,  TN  37027  
For more information, contact Deborah Oleshansky at 
Deborah@jewishnashville.org.

Words to Action

This interactive program 
and networking event, 
for parents of school age 
children, will address 
anti-Semitism in 
schools.  Parents will be 
taught how to equip their 
children with constructive 
and effective responses 
to combat hatred and 
anti-Israel bias.
The program will be lead 
by ADL Associate 
Southeast Regional 
Director, David Hoffman.
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At Our Congregations…

OThe Temple

Hike & Havdalah
Join us at Percy Warner Park for an event presented by The Temple’s Worship and Mu-

sic Committee. Meet at the top of the steps at the end of Belle Meade Boulevard at 2:45 
p.m. on Nov. 16, with the hike of the 2.5 mile white trail to begin at 3 p.m. Meet at the 
stone gate entrance to the park at 4:30 p.m. for Havdalah. All ages welcome; bring friends 
and family; if you are not hiking, please meet us for Havdalah.

Music City Mah Jongg Tournament
The Temple’s 2nd Music City Mah Jongg Tournament will be on Nov. 3. Registration 

starts at 9 a.m. Game time starts promptly at 10 a.m. and goes to 4 p.m. Lunch will be 
served and prizes will be awarded. Registration fee is $60. Go to templenashville.org to 
sign up. 

Medicare Prescription Plan Review
Attention Seniors!!! A Medicare Prescription Plan Review will be held at The Temple 

on Nov. 17 from noon to 3 p.m. Dr. Bob Neaderthal and Judy Book, FNP, will review 
the medications you take and help select the plan best suited for your needs. Bring your 
prescriptions… you will be seen on a first come, first served basis. The review will take 
approximately 10 minutes. Can’t make it to the review? Dr. Neaderthal will do your review 
over the phone.  Call The Temple for details.

Interfaith Thanksgiving Concert
“Together in Gratitude, Together in Song: An Interfaith Thanksgiving Concert” will 

be Nov. 17 at 4 p.m. at The Temple. For the second year in a row, we are thrilled to gather 
together for a free concert of choral and liturgical music showcasing the shared ideologies 
of thanksgiving and gratitude. Please join us for this exciting and unique musical experi-
ence. 

Boulevard Bolt Thanksgiving Race
The Boulevard Bolt Thanksgiving Day 2019 Race begins at 8 a.m. on Nov. 28. Imag-

ine a world where Baptists, Jews and Episcopalians pause from carving the Thanksgiving 
turkey and join hands to serve the homeless. No imagination is necessary — that’s actually 
what happens each Thanksgiving Day in Nashville as three congregations work together to 
put on the Boulevard Bolt, a 5-mile race on Belle Meade Boulevard. There is an amazing 
spirit and sense of cooperation among the volunteers from Immanuel Baptist Church, 
St. George’s Episcopal Church and The Temple who “make the Bolt happen each year.” 
With over 7,500 participants, it is one of the largest 5-mile runs in the country. For more 
information go to www.boulevardbolt.org.  To volunteer to help with this year’s effort call 
The Temple.

Golden Lunch Bunch
Join the Golden Lunch Bunch for lunch, entertainment and fun at 11:30 a.m. on the 

first and third Tuesdays of the month at The Temple. This month’s gatherings are Nov. 5 
and 19. To reserve, call Anna Sir, 354-1686.

Tot Shabbat
Come help us celebrate Shabbat on Nov. 2 at 10 a.m., for children up to 6 years old and 

the big people who love them! We’ll have songs, crafts, a story and yummy treats! 

Next Dor Drinks and a Movie
There will be Drinks and a Movie for the Next Dor group of singles, couples and young 

families ages 22 to 40, at the Nashville Jewish Film Festival screening of “Tel Aviv on Fire” 
at the Belcourt Theatre, Nov. 7 at 7 p.m.

Next Dor Shabbat Dinner
We welcome singles, couples and young families ages 22 to 40 for Dinner After Shab-

bat Services on Nov. 8 at 7:30 pm. Join us for a delicious dinner. For more information 
and to sign up, contact Rabbi Shulman at The Temple.

Ayeka: The Story of Responsibility 
What is the big story of the Bible? Come learn old stories with new readings, and join 

us for an amazing journey to discover the hidden messages of our tradition and connect 
them to modern life. Eitan Bar Or, Israeli educator from Torah Metzion, will lead this rele-
vant discussion on the ethics of responsibility, and its thread throughout the Hebrew Bible 
and beyond. This series will meet for five sessions, one hour each, and will learn together 
through text and conversation. The series begins at The Temple on Oct. 29 at 6 p.m., and 
continues each Tuesday through Nov. 26.

W.E.L.L. Lunch at Thistle Farms
W.E.L.L — Women Engaged in Living and Learning — will hold Gratitude, Gab and 

Grub: Lunch at Thistle Farms, Nov. 21 at 1:15 p.m., after Women’s Torah Study.

Antisemitism: Past, Present and 
Future, with Dr. Shaul Kelner

Dr. Shaul Kelner, associate professor of sociology and Jewish studies at Vanderbilt Uni-
versity, and past director of Vanderbilt’s program in Jewish Studies, will lead this series. 
His research addresses the intersection of culture and politics, focusing on how cultural 
practices are mobilized to shape contemporary Jewish political identities. Some of his re-
cent work has examined on diaspora Jewish travel to Israel, and cultural dimensions of the 
Cold War era movement to free Soviet Jews. The programs will be at 7 p.m.

The Oldest Hatred (Oct. 30): The first session explores how and why Jew-hatred has 
evolved throughout history, and will trace continuities and discontinuities between reli-
gious anti-Judaism in the Middle Ages, racial antisemitism from the 1800s through the 
Shoah, and political anti-Zionism from the Soviet era to the present.

Is America Different? (Nov. 6): American Jews have long embraced a notion of Amer-
ican exceptionalism —  that Jews are secure and at home in the U.S. in a way that funda-
mentally breaks with the Jewish past. This session will critically examine this basic tenet 
of American Jewish faith. Is it still true? Was it ever? And what does it mean if it is not?

From the Right and From the Left (Nov. 12): We will examine how efforts have been 
made to try to define Jews out of legitimate political society, whether from right wing vi-
sions of an America without Jews or left wing visions of a world without Israel.

OWest End

A fabulous summer awaits:  
Ramah Darom Recruitment

Experience Jewish friends, fun, and Jewish living that will last a lifetime. On Nov. 1, 
there will be a Potluck Shabbat Dinner at 7 p.m. after Kabbalat Shabbat services.

On Nov. 2 at 6:30 p.m., rock out with Assistant Camp Director Rachel Dobbs Schwartz 
and Rabbi David Paskin and their Nashville friends in a night of music, magic and the 
best dancing ever with our Nashville campers, at the home of Adina and Dan Barocas, 305 
West End Place. 

Join the 33 WES campers who rocked at Camp Ramah Darom in Georgia, Ramah in 
the Rockies and Ramah Galim last summer, for an unbelievable Havdalah Experience. 
Bring a friend, everyone is welcome! Call or email Sharon Paz (spaz@westendsyn.org) to 
RSVP and to schedule a time to speak with Schwartz on Nov. 3 at WES, starting at 9 
a.m., and explore the option of a summer of a lifetime for your children.  Scholarships are 
available! 

Pray, Eat, Learn 
Join us on Nov. 15 for “Proof in American and Jewish Law,” with Professor Ed Cheng, 

Hess Chair in Law at Vanderbilt University. The service will be at 6 p.m., followed by 
dinner at 7 p.m. and the talk at 8 p.m. Dinner reservations are $22 and should be made 
to office@westendsyn.org.

New Member Shabbat 
Please join us for Shabbat services and a kiddush luncheon on Nov. 16 to honor our 

50+ newest members in 2019!

Caravan of Faith
Join us at West End Synagogue for the Caravan of Faith on Nov. 17. The “Beyond 

Tolerance: Love, Peace and Justice” caravan tour of places of worship will be at WES at 
1:30 p.m.

Annual Concert
Save the Date: WES’s Annual Concert and Cultural Series will be on Dec. 5, featuring 

an acoustic set by The Shadowboxes.
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OChabad

At Our Congregations…

OSherith Israel

New Course on Jewish Art of Prayer
Chabad of Nashville presents a new learning opportunity with its fall 2019 session, 

“On a Wing and on a Prayer.” This new course will examine the Jewish art of prayer and 
spiritual experience.

Starting Nov. 6, the course runs for five Wednesdays in November and December, at 
7:30 p.m. Participants will study the history and philosophy of Jewish worship, seeking to 
discover the deep, elegant structure embedded within the Jewish prayer book, and within 
Judaism’s ancient synagogue traditions.

“On a Wing and on a Prayer” explores questions such as: What is Jewish prayer? How 
do we achieve intimacy with G-d? What is the mystical meaning, power, and impact of our 
prayers? If prayer is a journey, what is its destination? And how do we practice focused 
mindfulness while engaging in our day-to-day responsibilities?

To register for this course, or for more information, go to chabadnashville.com.

Thanksgiving Challah Bake  
Comes to Nashville

Yearning to learn the secret of how to knead good dough and fill your home with the 
aroma of Shabbat? Wait no more! On Nov. 24 from 2 to 3:30 p.m., women and children 
from across Nashville will gather in the Bernard Ballroom at Chabad of Nashville for a 
Thanksgiving Mega Challah Bake.

Though the Mega Challah Bake has been presented in Nashville several times with 
great success and is back by popular demand, this year’s has an added Thanksgiving twist 
— in addition to the learning the art of traditional Challah baking, participants will bake 
and taste the sweet pumpkin variety in the spirit of the Thanksgiving.

Esther Tiechtel, educator at Chabad, explained, “When we join in the ancient tradi-
tion of kneading Challah, all channels open for us to ask for all the blessings we need for 
our families and community. Mothers and daughters are invited to come along together 
for this multi-generational Challah Bake, as there is so much unity and togetherness when 
all are kneading and braiding the Challah together.”

The ballroom will be elegantly set with round tables, premeasured ingredients, and a 
Mega Challah Bake apron for each participant, as well as shorter tables for the little ones. 
While the loaves are rising, there will be refreshments and song, and a Thanksgiving Chal-
lah recipe sharing presentation for the adults.

Each participant will go home with their own Challah, a Challah Bake apron and the 
know how to recreate the moment weekly in their homes.

The Mega Challah Bake is presented for women and children. For reservations, go to 
www.ChabadNashville.com/ChallahBake or call (615) 646-5750.

Chabad Hosts Two TGIS Celebrations
Start your Shabbat off right with good friends, great conversation and excellent kosher 

cuisine, all seasoned with the perfect amount of spirit and joy. TGIS is a “Club Med Shab-
bat: An all-inclusive Shabbat experience.” Enjoy a Friday night Shabbat dinner replete 
with traditional dishes, blended with spirited singing, a Chasidic tale, and a chance to 
meet some wonderful new people. TGIS will be held on Friday evenings, Nov. 8 and 22, at 
6:30 p.m. at Chabad of Nashville.There is no cost to attend the TGIS Shabbat experience, 
however reservations are requested at chabadnashville@gmail.com.

BLT – Bagels, Lox and Tanya
Join friends for a morning of bagels, lox and Tanya (Jewish mysticism) on Nov. 17, at 10 

a.m. Partake in a delicious spread of bagels, lox, cream cheese and freshly brewed coffee as 
you learn from the Holy Book of the Tanya. The lesson is taught by lay leadership, starting 
with Doug Revere, who has been a longtime student of these teachings. Nourish your 
Mind, Body and Soul with BLT at Chabad of Nashville.

OMicah

Red Cross Blood Drive 
We need your blood! To sign up and donate during our blood drive, Nov. 3 from 8:30 

a.m. to 1:30 p.m., contact Brandi at brandi@congregationmicah.org.

“Be in the Room Where It Happens”
A special Hamilton Musical Shabbat experience will be on Nov. 8 at 6 p.m. We invite 

all veterans to be honored during the service. 

Freedom Ride 
Join us on an intergenerational pilgrimage to Birmingham and Montgomery, Alabama, 

Nov. 15 and 16. Highlights include tours of The Equal Justice Institute’s Legacy Museum, 
National Memorial for Peace and Justice, and The Southern Poverty Law Center’s Civil 
Rights Museum, along with Torah Study at Temple Emanu-El. For more information and 
to register, visit www.congregationmicah.org/events .

Room in the Inn
Room in the Inn is a national program that provides food and shelter for the homeless 

in houses of worship throughout participating cities in the United States. On Nov. 17, 
help us prepare food, serve the evening meal, set up the sleeping area or overnight as hosts 
with our guests. To volunteer, sign up on our website via our Social Action Projects page.

Table of Contents 
A special program during Friday night services on Nov. 22 — Sarah McGee, local at-

torney and coordinator of Tennessee Alliance for the Severe Mental Illness Exclusion, 
will join us to speak on the subject of excluding those with severe mental illness from the 
death penalty. 

Micah Uncorked
Our 4th annual Micah Children’s Academy and Congregation Micah joint event, Mi-

cah Uncorked will be on Nov. 23 from 6 to 8 p.m. It is an evening of wine, hors d’oeuvres, 
desserts and door prizes. Friendraising, not fundraising. Visit our events page to RSVP!

A Woman’s Circle
A monthly opportunity to grow your soul, meet with other women and engage with sa-

cred text. Rabbi Laurie challenges your intellect through study and conversation on Jewish 
and other relevant topics. All are welcome on Nov. 22 at noon. Bring a friend. Lunch is 
provided. RSVP to Rabbi Laurie Rice at lrice@congregationmicah.org.

Bagels, Love and Torah
Come have a B.L.T. with the rabbi… That’s Bagels, Learning and Torah! Torah Study 

starts at 9 a.m. on Saturdays. Join us for fresh bagels and coffee! Bring your friends for 
some nourishment of both mind and body — Jewish style!

Schmooze and Views 
Join us on Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. for a lively current events discussion with the rabbi; 

snacks and coffee provided.

Mah Jongg
Meets Tuesdays from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. For beginners (lessons at 12:30) and estab-

lished players. Questions? Contact Paula Kirwan at pgkwn@comcast.net .

Challah-Baking Women’s Program
Join us n Nov. 4 at 8 p.m. for a Challah Baking women’s program with Melissa.

WeBoo Gathering
See the sherithisrael.com website for more details about this Nov. 13 program, a kosher 

dinner and discussion at West End Church. 

Scholar in Residence Weekend
Join us in welcoming Scholar in Residence Rachel Slutsky, from the Department of 

Religion at Harvard University, Nov. 15 and 16.
Slutsky focuses her scholarship on biblical interpretation during the Second Temple 

period. Check out sherithisrael.com for details about this special scholar-in-residence 
weekend! 

Guest Cantor in Residence Yoni Rose 
Join us on Nov. 22 and 23 for an extra-musical shabbat with Cantor Yoni Rose. Cantor 

Rose has performed around the world, earning acclaim from Jewish communities for his 
chazanut (cantorial singing) as well as appearing as an orchestral soloist and concert artist 
in cities around the world.
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The Gordon Jewish Community Center’s 
Janet Levine March Gallery will feature the 
work of The Contemporary Collective in No-
vember. 

The Contemporary Collective is an es-
tablished group of Nashville area abstract 
artists who have been working together since 
2012, and represent a variety of ages, styles, 
approaches, and motivation for painting.

Their paintings are not representations 
of what they think, but rather living de-
scriptions of what they feel. The painted re-
sults capture the essence of what cannot be 
touched by words. Alone, each piece is an 
independent work of art. Displayed together, 
their collection of paintings invigorates the 
viewer with an excitement for difference. The 
Contemporary Collective offers an expanse 
of original experiences rooted in creative, 
personal expression.

The JLMG2 Gallery will feature the quilts 
of Betty Krogman, who has been making quilts for 20 years. Currently, she is selling these 
unique art pieces in order to raise funds for the education of African students in Kenya. 
All proceeds go to End My Hopelessness Foundation.

As a retired educator, the project is close to her heart.
The Sig Held Gallery will feature the paintings of Roy Laws. Laws grew up just outside 

of Nashville, raised in a household where he was always surrounded with music and taught 
to appreciate all genres. The musical influences of his childhood still inspire him today 
and can be seen in his artistic interpretation of vintage guitars, rock n’ roll icons, and out-
law country legends. Law’s paintings employ a rough palette-knife style with blazing colors. 
They are remarkable, experimental, and exude Nashville.

The galleries will also feature the work of various Nashville craft artists beginning the 
annual holiday craft show, which will run through December.

The house gallery will feature the Under One Roof annual exhibit. This year’s theme 
is “Repairing the World.” It is a collective of pieces from various Nashville organizations 
reflecting on the theme.

The exhibition dates are Nov. 1 to 30. The reception for the artists is on Nov. 13 from 
6:30 to 8:30 p.m. at the Gordon JCC. There will be music by DJ Joseph, along with com-
plimentary food and beverage. The event is free and open to the public. For more infor-
mation, contact the GJCC at (615) 354-1699, Curator Carrie Mills at carrie@nashvillejcc.
org, or go to www.nashvillejcc.org. 

Contemporary Collective 
exhibiting at Gordon JCC

By AYLA O’NEAL

Get Connected is more than a Nash-
ville Jewish Teen trip to Israel. It is a 
chance to find a little more of yourself. It 
is a chance to connect with your own Jew-
ish identity and understand the role that it 
plays in your everyday life. This trip does 
not push teens to be more religious, but 
rather to remind them why their Judaism 
is important and to know how loved and 
welcome they are. 

Every person who goes on this trip con-
nects differently than the others around 
them. While you are brought closer to 
your peers, it is undeniable how much clos-
er this trip brings you to yourself. Teens 
come out of this trip with a more comfort-
able stance on who they are as individu-
als, which they carry with them the rest of 
their lives. When you share such a spiritual 
and influential experience with other peo-
ple, you gain more than friendships. You 
gain a bond with the people around you.

All of these teens will go on and lead 
their own separate lives, but this trip will 
always keep them close. Whether they are 
apart a couple of days or a couple of years, 
these friendships pick right back up where 
they left off because of the bond that Get 
Connected creates. Hiking up Masada to 
see the sunrise, riding camels in the desert, 
praying at the Kotel, meeting Israeli teens, 
and just experiencing life in the Holy Land 

are small pieces of such an amazing trip. 
I am reminded daily of my Get Con-

nected trip in 2010. Every success story I 
hear from my friends with whom I traveled 
brings me back to parts of our trip. In fact, 
my closest friends, even today, are friends 
who were a part of my Get Connected 
experience, despite being from different 
schools and synagogues across Middle 
Tennessee. Every major decision in my life 
when I am filled with my own self love and 
confidence, I think back to the first day of 
my trip when I removed my blindfold and 
saw Israel for the first time with my own 
eyes. The warm, overwhelming emotion 
that rushed through me in that moment 
is the same feeling I get when I move for-
ward in life in a way that I know will better 
myself. 

When I see Israel in the news today, 
my heart strings are pulled even harder 
because I feel like a part of me stayed in 
my homeland even after I returned to the 
United States. Every Shabbat when I final-
ly slow down, I am reminded that my Juda-
ism may be different from everyone else’s, 
but it is also just as important. 

Thanks to this experience, I have 
learned that my own individuality makes 
me the person who I am today. My Get 
Connected trip, to this day, is one of the 
best experiences in my short life. It is a trip 
that can never be repeated, and it is a trip 
that I always will cherish. 

How I Got Connected



The Jewish Observer November 2019 13

rcoepmtj

Lies, Coverups, Conspiracy, Comedy 

11/9
SATURDAY
NOVEMBER

7PM
11/23
SATURDAY
NOVEMBER

7PM
11/10
SUNDAY
NOVEMBER

2PM
11/24
SUNDAY
NOVEMBER

2PM

GENERAL ADMISSION: $12
SENIOR ADMISSION: $8

GORDON JCC

NASHVILLE

TICKETS:
NASHVILLEJCC.ORG/MTRC

GORDON JCC
801 PERCY WARNER BLVD
NASVHILLE, TN 37205
615.356.7170

 REP COMPANYmtj JCC MAZEL TOV
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Olifecycles

Sonia Keller

Jude Eskind

Evan Jacob Ostrander

Ellie Rothman

B’nai Mitzvah
Jude Eskind

Jude Eskind will 
become Bar Mitz-
vah at Congregation 
Micah on Nov. 2 at 
10:30 a.m.

Jude is the son 
of Jamie and Billy 
Eskind. Jude is a 7th 
grader at USN and 
has 6 older siblings. 
He has one sister, 
Madeline and 5 brothers, Mitchell, Mack-
enzie, Alec, Isaac and Jackson. His pater-
nal grandparents are Jane (z”l) and Richard 
Eskind, and his maternal grandparents are 
Sharon and Charles Rampenthal, all of 
Nashville. 

Jude enjoys time with family and 
friends, and playing basketball, soccer and 
the piano. He especially loves his friends 
and time at Camp Timberlane. 

Jude chose the 2nd Harvest Food bank 
for his Mitzvah project and liked going to 
work there, especially in the freezer sorting 
perishables for the needy.

Evan Jacob Ostrander
Evan Jacob Os-

trander will become 
Bar Mitzvah at The 
Temple on Nov. 2 at 
11 a.m.

Evan was born 
on Oct. 10, 2006, 
in New York City. 
His parents are Kelli 
Turner and Thomas 
W. Ostrander. Ev-
an’s grandparents 
are Donald and Renata Turner of West 
Bloomfield, Mich.; Dr. Joseph and Amy 
Berke of West Bloomfield, Mich.; and the 
late Roland and Sybil Ostrander.

For his mitzvah project, Evan has been 
tutoring 15 under-privileged kindergarten 
to sixth grade students in math in Nash-
ville. He enjoys working with younger chil-
dren of all backgrounds.

Evan is in the eighth grade at Meigs Ac-
ademic Magnet School. He enjoys partici-
pating in basketball, tennis, flag football, 
swimming and ultimate Frisbee, as well as 
spectator sports. He is a major Universi-
ty of Michigan fan, and he loves summer 
camp in Maine.

Sonia Keller
Sonia Keller will 

become a Bat Mitz-
vah at Congregation 
Micah on Nov. 9 at 
10:30 a.m.

Sonia is the 
daughter of Jordan 
and Nicole Keller, 
and sister to Max 
Keller. She is a 7th 
grader at Harding 
Academy and excels 
in varsity volleyball. 

For her Mitzvah project, Sonia will be 
working with Safe Passage in Guatemala 
City. Safe Passage brings hope, education 
and opportunity to the children and fam-
ilies making their lives around Guatemala 
City’s garbage dump.

Ellie Rothman
Ellie Rothman 

will become Bat 
Mitzvah at The Tem-
ple on Nov. 9 at 11 
a.m.

Ellie was born 
on Nov. 8, 2006, 
in Nashville. Her 
parents are Russell 
and Alice Rothman. 
Ellie’s grandpar-
ents are Sy and Jo 
Mauskopf of Durham, N.C., and Matthew 
and Carole Rothman of Woodland Park, 
N.J.

For her mitzvah project, Ellie is work-
ing with the HERO program, which assists 
students in the Metro Nashville Public 
Schools who are experiencing homeless-
ness. She is helping to provide aller-
gy-friendly snack foods, something that is 
particularly meaningful to Ellie as she has 
celiac disease, and therefore, is on a glu-
ten-free diet.

Ellie is in the seventh grade at the Uni-
versity School of Nashville. She enjoys 
singing and participates in the Blair Chil-
dren’s Chorus at Vanderbilt and musical 
theater at USN and the Theater Bug. She 
also likes to bake, rock climb and play gui-
tar. Her biggest love is her wonderful dog, 
Prescott.

Sari Preis Shaffer
Sari Preis Shaf-

fer will become Bat 
Mitzvah at The Tem-
ple on Nov. 16 at 11 
a.m.

Sari was born on 
Oct. 29, 2006, in 
Nashville. Her par-
ents are Karen and 
Brian Vingeien, and 
Preston and Aman-
da Shaffer. Sari’s grandparents are Mr. and 
Mrs. Robert Doochin of Nashville; Mrs. 
Elaine Cook of Nashville; Mr. and Mrs. 
Eric Shaffer of Georgetown, Ky.; and Ms. 
Paige Prewitt of Lexington, Ky.

For her mitzvah project, Sari is collect-
ing suitcases, duffle bags and overnight 
bags for foster children to use when tran-
sitioning from home to home.

Sari is in the seventh grade at Harpeth 
Hall. She enjoys golf, choir, drama club, 
cooking — especially baking, and hanging 
out and laughing with all of her friends.

Samuel James Trent Atlas
Samuel James 

Trent Atlas, a mem-
ber of The Temple, 
will become Bar 
Mitzvah at The Tem-
ple/Congregation 
Adath Israel Brith 
Sholom in Louis-
ville, Ky., on Nov. 
30 at 10:30 a.m.

Sam was born 
on Oct. 8, 2006, in 
Nashville. His parents are Jamie and Ed 
Atlas. Sam’s grandparents are June and 
Stanley Atlas of Louisville, Ky., and Doret-
ta and James Trent of Columbus, Ind.

For his Mitzvah Project, Sam is writing 
notes of encouragement and reassurance 

Sari Preis Shaffer

Samuel James 
Trent Atlas

to the parents of infant children who are 
patients in the Neonatal Intensive Care 
Unit at St. Thomas Midtown Hospital. 
Sam was born three months prematurely 
and spent the first 100 days of his life in 
the St. Thomas NICU. Sam is supporting 
his Mitzvah Project by contributing to the 
March of Dimes.

Sam is in the seventh grade at Hard-
ing Academy. He enjoys travel (Las Vegas 
and Boca Raton are his favorites), playing 
sports and video games, hanging out with 
his dog, Roxey, and cat, Charley, and study-
ing politics, history and current events.

Obituaries

Evelyn “Joyce” Raines Adair 
White

Joyce White, 87, died at Alive Hos-
pice in Nashville on Sept. 24 after a short 
illness. She was born Oct. 10, 1931 in 
Nashville, the daughter of Horce H. and 
Lillie Ruth (Bolton) Raines. Joyce grad-
uated from Cohn High School, Class of 
1949. After graduation, she married her 
high school sweetheart, Robert “Bobby” 
Lee Adair on Nov. 18, 1949. They had 
two daughters, Dianne and Lauran. Joyce 
became a widow when Bobby Adair died 
in August 1960. She was employed at the 
Ford Glass Plant as well as South Central 
Bell (AT&T). She also received her B.S. in 
Business Administration from Belmont 
University. Joyce married her second hus-
band, James Robert “Bob” White in April 
of 1964. Joyce and Bob had one son, Rich-
ard White. Joyce was widowed a second 
time when Bob White died in September 
2011. Joyce was a loyal member of the 
Pioneers. She had a beautiful voice and 
enjoyed singing in the church choir. She 
loved fashion and could always be found 
to be impeccably dressed. She will be re-
membered as a Loving Wife, Sister, Moth-
er, and Grandmother. She is predeceased 
by her parents Horce H. and Lillie Ruth 
Raines, her loving in-laws Earnest and 
Nina Adair, her husband Bobby Adair, 

Sister Ruth Ann Raines Smith, Brother 
Tommy Raines, and Husband Bob White. 

Joyce is survived by her two daughters, 
Dianne Adair Berry and her husband 
Brian of Nashville, Lauran Adair Mason 
and her husband Ed of Kingston Springs, 
grandchildren Chaz Mason and Julia Ma-
son Tanskley-McCoy, and her son Richard 
White and his wife Debbie of Portland, 
grandchild Allie White. 

The family requests that those who 
wish to honor Joyce do so by a memorial 
to Alive Hospice, 1718 Patterson Street, 
Nashville, TN 37203.

Linda Joy Shulman
Linda Joy Shulman (nee Udelson), 70, 

of Cleveland, Ohio, died on Oct. 1. Be-
loved wife of Jay Shulman. Loving mother 
of Rabbi Michael Shulman of Nashville 
and Lori D. Shulman. Dear sister of the 
late Alan and David Udelson. Cherished 
daughter of the late Helen and Edward 
Udelson 

Graveside service was held Oct. 3 at the 
Bet Olam Cemetery. Memorials to the Se-
idman Cancer Center c/o The University 
Hospitals of Cleveland, 11100 Euclid Ave. 
Cleveland,OH 44106, or any Congrega-
tion or Temple’s Library Fund of choice.

Rita Ethelyn Horowitz Feldman 
Rita Feldman, 98, died on Oct. 3. She 

was one of three sisters raised in Bayonne, 
N.J. Her parents immigrated from Russia 
and Austria, married in New York in 1915. 
They lived a modest life in an Orthodox 
home. Each sister was set on a path. Es-
ther, the oldest, was the most studious, 
graduated college and went on to become a 
college professor. Anita, the youngest, was 
considered the most beautiful, pursued a 
life in modeling and television. And Rita 
was polished and groomed at a finishing 
school to become the perfect wife.

In 1939, she moved to Washington 
to work with the Army’s Quartermaster 
Corps as secretary. In 1942 she moved back 
home and took a secretarial job in New 
York for a man that told her to change her 

The Children’s Choir sings during the High Holidays at Congregation Micah
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name to Howard because many employers 
would not hire Jews. Through the 1940s 
she was employed in NYC as Rita Howard. 
She loved to dance and even won some 
contests in New York. She was invited to a 
friend’s wedding in Nashville, set up with a 
blind date, Ned Feldman, with whom she 
fell in love and married in 1950. 

She had two daughters, Valerie Sue in 
1955 and Devery Joy in 1957. Rita’s life 
was very full as wife, mother, mahjongg 
maven, book club member and more. She 
was involved in many Jewish organizations 
offering her acting and singing talents for 
benefits, volunteering and financial sup-
port.

She began recording books for the Ten-
nessee Library for the Blind, utilizing her 
many dialects to make the characters come 
to life. This was something she continued 
for almost 40 years, including the record-
ing of law school books which enabled a 
blind law student to graduate.

She ran her home life traditionally, 
with family dinners every night, and week-
ly Shabbat meals with blessings. She regu-
larly attended Friday night services at The 
Temple, and never missed a High Holiday 
Service. It was important to impart her 
love for Judaism to her children, hoping 
they would embrace the religion.

Her favorite family holiday was Pass-
over. She would set an elaborate Seder 
table, making sure to include Vandy stu-
dents who couldn’t get home to their fam-
ilies or non-Jewish friends with whom she 
wanted to share the experience. Ned, her 
husband, would lead the Seder using the 
Union Haggadah, always including after 
dinner a race of the prose, “Who knows 
One.” She was usually the first one to fin-
ish, always ending in a great laugh fest. 
Something that was important to her was 
to always end the Seder with “My Country 
’Tis of Thee.” She was very proud to be an 
American.

When her children were grown, she 
would travel extensively throughout the 
world. This gave her great pleasure, see-
ing and learning about other cultures. 
Later in life she created a lamp based on 
her trip to Kenya, which she said were her 
most fond travel memories. She has been 
a loving grandmother to Daniel (Amiee), 
Erin (Joey), Allison and Nikki. When Ned 
passed, she sold the house and moved to 
the Blakeford, where she has been to this 
day. She met a friend, Gerry, in Yiddish 
class. He became her soul mate. Gerry 
played the piano, was very social and out-
going- they were two peas in a pod. They 
would enjoy each other’s company as he 
would play and she would sing-so much 
fun to watch. They would often perform 
downstairs for resident events. This was a 
passion for her.

Her 17 years at the Blakeford have 
been so enjoyable. She loved her friends, 
apartment, attended many classes, cocktail 
hours, and most importantly costume par-
ties, her personal favorite.

When Gerry passed it was extreme-
ly hard on her, she had lost her dearest 
friend. Her health declined. A wonderful, 
caring team of women, lead by Jan Norby 
RN BSN, of Geriatric Health and Care 
Management, along with many loving 
caregivers from Comfort Keepers, have 
nurtured and watched over her for the 
past several years. The family cannot thank 
them enough for all their love and kind-
ness. And, at the end, Alive Hospice was 
here to help all everyone with her journey.

She always enjoyed visits with her 
daughters and grandchildren. Those who 
knew Rita found her to be a humorous, 
gracious, thoughtful and appreciative of 
other’s kindness. She will live on in the 
happiest of memories.

Visitation was held on Oct. 6 at Mar-
shall Donnelly Combs. A service celebrat-
ing her life was held on Oct. 7, and the 
graveside service was at The Temple Cem-
etery. Memorials to the American Cancer 
Society, 2000 Charlotte Ave, Nashville, 
TN 37203. 

Allen Henri Lesnick
Allen Henri Lesnick, 63, passed away 

on Oct. 3. Allen was born and raised in 
New York. He was a proud graduate of 
Michigan State University. 

Allen loved the town of Nashville, 
which he called home for the past 25 
years, and resided in Franklin, Tenn. He 
was a beautiful friend to many and a fabu-
lous husband and father. His greatest joys 
were wining, dining and smoking cigars 
with friends and family. He loved the cool 
breeze atop his paddle board on a Sunday 
morning.

Allen, along with his wife, Randi, of 
30 years, made their mark on Nashville 
through the building of Randi Events. 
He also got so much pleasure through his 
work as a financial advisor.

In addition to being survived by his de-
voted wife, Randi, he is survived by their 
two sons, Jason and Jonathan, and his two 
brothers Richard and Robert Gallucci.

Funeral services were held at Congre-
gation Micah on Oct. 7. Memorials may 
be made to National Alliance of Mental 
Illness, www.nami.org. 

Miriam Freedman Silver
Miriam Freedman Silver, 95, peace-

fully passed away on Oct. 6 at her home 
in Nashville. She is survived by her sister, 
Joyce Freedman, her daughter Lisa Silver 
Dendy, her six wonderful grandchildren 
and her eight beautiful great-grandchil-
dren. Miriam is pre-deceased by her hus-
band, Jack Silver, her brother, Selig Freed-
man, her daughter, Jan Silver and her son 
in law Robert Dendy. 

Funeral services were held graveside 
at Mount Lebanon in Adelphi, Md. Me-
morials to Montgomery County Women’s 
Democratic Club, P.O. Box 34047, Bethes-
da, Md. 29827.

Jerome Allen Averbuch
Well-known Huntsville community 

leader Jerome Allen Averbuch, 81, died 
Oct. 16, peacefully at his home. He was 
the founder and President of Averbuch 
Enterprises. 

A devoted husband, father, and grand-
father, Jerry was born in Nashville, to Juliet 
and Sidney Averbuch. His achievements 
began in Nashville while attending West 
High School. A graduate of the class of 
1956, Jerry was president of the Honor So-
ciety and the Campus Club, and vice pres-
ident of the senior class. While president 
of the Key Club, Jerry proudly served as 
lieutenant governor of the Kentucky/Ten-
nessee Key Club International. 

Jerry won numerous tennis champion-
ships s captain of the school’s tennis team. 
He was the Nashville Interscholastic High 
School Champion in 1955 and 1956 and 
the Tennessee State Champion in 1956. 
He held the title of the City of Nashville 

Doubles Champion from ages 12 thru 17. 
He was recently inducted into the West 
High School Athletic Hall of Fame. 

Jerry graduated from the Georgia Insti-
tute of Technology in Atlanta in 1960 with 
a B.S. degree. While attending Georgia 
Tech, Jerry played on the tennis team for 
four years, including the 1959 Southeast-
ern Conference championship team. He 
was president of Alpha Epsilon Pi Frater-
nity. 

When Jerry ventured to Huntsville 
from Nashville in 1962, he became a vi-
sionary, striving to help develop the city. 
He built hundreds of homes in Huntsville 
and developed Country Club and Malibu 
Apartments. Truly gifted and innovative, 
Jerry developed Plantation South, the first 
residential condominiums in Huntsville, 
as well as Park Plaza Offices, the first office 
condominiums in the state of Alabama. 
He developed Main Street South Shop-
ping Village, which was the first shopping 
center condominiums in Alabama. He 
also developed the Radisson Suites Hotel, 
Office Park South Office Building and 
Civic Plaza Office Building, and Four Sea-
son Apartments in Birmingham. In later 
years, Jerry, along with his son Gregory 
Averbuch, developed hotels in Atlanta, 
Memphis and Nashville. 

His leadership ability serving as a men-
tor to many was valued in the city. He was 
president of the Huntsville Home Builders 
Association and was honored by being in-
ducted into the Hall of Fame. He was pres-
ident of the Huntsville Museum of Art, 
the Better Business Bureau of North Al-
abama, vice president of the Chamber of 
Commerce and a founding board member 
of the Heritage Club. He was president of 
Park Plaza Condo Association for over 40 
years and president of the Huntsville Rac-
quet Club when he won the Club Singles 
and Doubles Championship. He also won 
the Huntsville City Singles and Doubles 
Tennis Championships. 

He was a member of Temple B’nai Sho-
lom, where he served as president. He was 
president of the Jewish Community Coun-

• Complimentary Consultations

• Review of Existing Policies

• Efficient, Low Cost Options 
for New Insurance

• Life Insurance may be the 
most cost effective way to 
leave a Legacy Gift for any 
organization at any age!

Rodney Rosenblum
Chartered Life Underwriter

Give us a call at  
615-371-2467
or by email at  
Rodney@managedben.com

Member of the Professional Advisory Council

Charitable Gifts of Life Insurance

cil of Huntsville and North Alabama, and 
a founder of the Israeli Tennis Center in 
Ramat Hasharon, Israel. He was also a 
member of Temple Ohabai Sholom in 
Nashville, as well as Temple Israel and Bar-
on Hirsch Synagogue in Memphis. 

His joy was his residence in Destin, 
Fla., where he spent his time working, play-
ing tennis, golfing, fishing, and walking on 
the beach. 

His loving legacy will live on among 
everyone who knew him, especially his 
surviving family, his beloved wife, Arlene; 
his extraordinary children, Scott (Dana), 
Gregory (Dana), Jennifer Averbuch Ron-
nel (Steve), Lynn Ghertner (Scott), and 
Jan Brackett (Jim); his outstanding sister, 
Shirley Averbuch Zeitlin; his endearing 
brother, Larry Averbuch; and 15 loving 
and wonderful grandchildren. 

Services were held on Oct. 18 at Tem-
ple B’nai Sholom, followed by burial at 
Maple Hill Cemetery. The family requests 
that memorials be sent to Temple B’nai 
Sholom or to a charity of your choice.
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With Pride, With Joy and 
With Gratitude 

The Temple Welcomes Its 
Newest Families & Friends

(Fall 2018 to Fall 2019)

Please join us as we welcome our newest members of The Temple family during our 
Chanukah Shabbat Family Service on Friday, December 20th at 6:00 pm

The Temple - 5015 harding pike - nashville, Tn - (615)352-7620

Pamela Abel-Carter & 
Tory Abel                     

Vandana &                 
Rick Abramson      
Alex & Annika

Erin & Matt Bass
Drew, Elliot & Nathan

Shanna &               
Anthony Belott       
Willie & Griffin

Mollie Berliss

Merrie & Steve Blum

Connie Bishop

Natasha Blackshear

Amy & Bob Borman

Allyson & Josh Cohen
Luke & Liam

Brooke &                     
Jonathan Coplon

Karen Hyman & 
Edward Coryell

Deborah &                     
Darin Diamond                          

Alex, Jordan & Ava

Julia Eisen

Alice & Jason Eskind

Margot Feintuch   
Lena

Natalie Labovitz & 
Jared Fleischer

Debbie Gold

Erica Haber            
Vivian

Sarah Wiesen & 
Aaron Harper

Corey Harvey
Mila & Sadie

Rebecca Held      
James

Cheri & Brent Hill
Hayden

Judy & 
Tod Humphries

Deborah &                   
Jimmy Kerrigan      

Avi & Eli

Lisa Kranc

Tonia & Jeff Klein   
Ellie & Alex

Melissa &         
Andrew Lasher      

Abe, Sydney & Rae

Jennifer &              
Jay Lefkovitz         

Ava

Josh Lehrer

Ruth Thomas & 
Curtis Leonard

Bobbi &                  
Jay Lipschutz   

Marissa

Martha & Ari Luntz

Sonje & Jack Mayo

Kimberly & 
Ramos Mays                      
Mica & Gillian

Tatiana Baxter & 
Ryan McCoy

Scott Meltzer

Simone &            
Brian Metzger        

Milo

Inna & Daniel Novick 
Emilia

Sherry Oppenheim

Jena Brown &              
Eddie Pailet                   

Elijah

Laura Rogers &    
Alex Pollack

Gail & Ron Rivlin   
Eric & Steven

Lauren &             
Chris Salvado         

Lily & Chloe

Shannon &  
Brian Small                    
Danielle & Ari

Andrew Spieker

Gillian Knoll & 
Justin Stafford  

Nathan 

Matthew Stafford

Meghan Von Colln   
Gus & River

Liz Walters &
Elliot Weiner 

Sadie

Jeff Weiss
Eleanor

Harvey Wilker
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Embassy Suites at Vanderbilt 
Newly Renovated

The newly renovated Embassy Suites 
by Hilton Nashville at Vanderbilt is a full 
service, all-suite hotel located in the heart 
of Midtown and Music Row; less than two 
miles from downtown Nashville. 

This beautiful hotel is within walking 
distance to over 30 restaurants and ven-
ues. In our newly renovated atrium, enjoy 
a complimentary, made-to-order breakfast 
each morning, featuring omelets, waffles, a 
full array of fresh bakery items, fruit, coffee 
and juices. There is also a complimentary 
evening reception featuring assorted cock-
tails, beer, wine, soft beverages and light 
snacks. 

Each newly renovated suite features 
new furniture and updated baths with 
large walk-in showers in king suites. There 
is a separate bedroom and living room 
area, along with a wet bar, small fridge, 
microwave, two-cup coffee maker and pull-
out sleeper sofa. 

Complimentary shuttle service is avail-
able within 2 miles of the Hotel, based 
upon availability at the time of booking, 
from 7 a.m. to midnight daily. There is 
also a 24-hour business center and fitness 
center, a whirlpool and sauna, though 
there is no pool at this location. 

The Embassy Suites Vanderbilt also 
features newly renovated event and meet-
ing space, 2600 square feet of event space, 
perfect for a group meeting from 10 to 85 
people, or a reception/dinner from 25 to 
100 guests. An on-site chef and full-service 
catering team are pleased to cater to your 
special event. 

Arts and 
Culture at the J

Did you know the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center offers a great fall arts 
and culture program, in addition to fitness 
and swimming? Look to the J for your fall 
leisure activities, including books, theatre 
and film.

The 2019/20 Nashville Jewish Book 
Series opens Nov. 12. Exploring memo-
ry, identity and music, it offers 10 events 
and 13 authors in 3 tracks — Fall Author 
Talks, Behind the Book, and Jewish Books 
around Town.

Highlights include a musical evening 
with Jamie Bernstein, the daughter of 
Leonard Bernstein, and local classical en-
sembles Alias, Chatterbird and Intersec-
tion on Nov. 21. Unlikely Israeli-Palestin-
ian peace builder Yousef Bashir will be in 
conversation with David Plazas from the 
Tennessean on Dec. 3. Tickets to all talks 
(except Jamie Bernstein) are free/suggest-
ed donation. For more information visit 
nashvillejcc.org/book or contact Michael 
Gross or Alex Heller at (615) 356-7170. 
An All-Season Literary Supporter Pass is 
available for $125 and includes receptions, 
reserved seating and signed copies of select 
books.

The Gordon JCC’s production of 
“Rumors” delivers constant laughs. The 
show is directed by Suzanne Burns and 
performed and produced by the newly re-
named “Mazel Tov Repertory Company,” 
the Gordon JCC’s community theater 
troupe. The show runs Nov. 9 and 10, and 
again Nov. 23 and 24, with evening and 
matinee performances. For more informa-
tion or to reserve tickets, call the Gordon 
JCC “Box Office” at (615) 356-7170 or visit 
nashvillejcc.org/mtrc.

And don’t miss closing night of the 
Nashville Jewish Film Festival on Nov. 
7, when we present “Tel Aviv on Fire” at 
the Belcourt Theatre, along with compli-
mentary bubbly! Visit nashvillejff.org for 
more information.
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Let Hughston Clinic Orthopaedics 
help you maintain an active lifestyle.

Caring for you with eight convenient  
locations throughout Middle Tennessee.

Call today to schedule your appointment

888-366-8894
www.hughston.com/tn

TPAC The Hub For Arts in Nashville
Great programming provided by Tennessee Performing Arts Center is certainly one of 

the many reasons Nashville has become the “it” city. 
For almost four decades, visitors and residents alike have attended the nonprofit’s 

enormous array of shows offered each season.
At the heart of Music City’s vibrant performing arts community, TPAC serves several 

hundred thousand audience members each year with the HCA Healthcare/TriStar Health 
Broadway at TPAC series, a variety of special engagements, and the productions of three 
resident artistic companies — Nashville Ballet, Nashville Opera, and Nashville Repertory 
Theatre.

With a mission to foster an arts-centered approach to life and learning that enriches the 
community, TPAC presents everything from touring Broadway productions to a variety of 
iconic performers, comedians, dance companies, musicians, podcasts and lectures in four 
unique venues — including the renovated historic concert hall, War Memorial Auditorium. 

TPAC also administers one of the largest and most comprehensive arts education pro-
grams in the country, that creates exceptional experiences for students of all ages, inspires 
training for teachers, and connects adults to the arts made and presented locally.

Since its founding in 1980, TPAC has welcomed more than 12 million audience mem-
bers and served more than 1.8 million students, educators and adults with performances, 
teacher resources, professional development opportunities, classroom residencies and en-
richment programs.

We welcome you to visit and become part of the ongoing story of growth, success and 
service. The show must go on! TPAC.org. 

Teens Get Connected to Israel
One of the ways we encourage Israel engagement amongst our teens here in the Nash-

ville Jewish community is the Get Connected teen trip to Israel, which has occurred every 
year for the past 13 years, organized and highly subsidized by the Jewish Federation and 
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

The trip starts in Nashville with pre-trip educational sessions about Israel, led by the 
Community Shlicha, and followed by a two-week trip to Israel during the summer, where 
they don’t only travel and learn about Israel, but spend time with host families in our 
Partnership region Hadera- Eiron. 

This is a unique opportunity for the teens to form long lasting connections with Israeli 
peers, and it doesn’t end in Israel. The Israeli teens come to Nashville the following month 
to be hosted by the Nashville teens and staff the Camp Davis summer camp. This makes 

the Get Connected trip much more than just a trip, but a way to create relationship be-
tween American Jews and Israelis. 

To register or learn more about the Get Connected trip or other opportunities to en-
gage with Israel, contact Noam at noam@jewishnashville.org.

Carrie Mills: Customized Art
When leisure time is rare, and you are searching for a unique and meaningful gift, why 

not commission a unique, personal, customized piece of art?
Artist Carrie Mills specializes in creating exceptional pet portraits and customized spe-

cial occasion art that will be celebrated in the moment and passed down for generations 
to come. 

Give yourself the gift of leisure time while gifting a unique piece of art created just for 
you or someone special in your life. For more information, visit www.carriemills.com or 
call (615) 210-5044.
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Your Neighborhood Experts: 
Helping You With the Perfect Home

You’re ready to move into your next house, but not just any house. You want to find 
just the right place, one special enough to call home, where work, leisure and family all be-
come one. Maybe you love to travel, or perhaps you’re a homebody and love to entertain, 
or perhaps both. You are looking for a realtor who understands your lifestyle and can help 
you find the home that will be the perfect fit. 

In this business, there’s no speed limit, which is why Franklin and Lana work so well 
together, providing excellent customer service with outside-the-box thinking. That’s why 
they call themselves advisors, not just realtors. Franklin is a third-generation real estate 
professional and a fifth-generation Nashvillian. Lana has a background in architecture and 
design, and her years of experience help bring the vision of your home to life. 

If you can dream it, The Pargh Team can find, renovate or design the home to fit your 
needs and goals. If you’re looking to buy, sell or invest in real estate in Tennessee, please 
contact The Pargh Team: Franklin Pargh, (615) 351-7333 or franklin.pargh@compass.com; 
Lana Pargh, (615) 504-2685 or lana.pargh@compass.com, or visit pargh.com.

Green Hills Hampton Inn: Making 
Out-of-Town Guests Feel At Home 

Complete confidence that out-of-town guests will feel “right at home” is a primary 
concern for every host or hostess, no matter what the social event. Hampton Inn & Suites-
Green Hills specializes in just that: making our home their home-away-from-home while 
they attend your special event. 

We are a boutique-style select service hotel in the heart of Green Hills’ fantastic shop-
ping, dining and entertainment district. We can offer both comfortable standard rooms 
and spacious residential king suites with fully furnished kitchens. 

We provide your guests with complimentary cost saving services and amenities that oth-
er hotels often add to their bills. Our rate includes free parking, internet access, local calls 
and our highly praised daily breakfast buffet with hot items. The facility offers a computer 
center, fitness facility and laundry services for the convenience of guests during their visit. 

The atrium-style sixth floor Belle Meade room offers a dynamic view of the Green Hills 
area, perfect for bridesmaid luncheons, rehearsal dinners, receptions and birthday parties. 
To keep your visitors entertained during those free times of your special event, we are in 
walking distance of the Mall at Green Hills, 15 restaurants and a 16-screen cinema. 

Contact our sales department to learn how we can help relieve some of the responsibil-
ities so you can better enjoy your next social event. Find out more at www.nashgreenhills-
suites.hamptoninn.com.

 

The Shadowboxers are thrilled to return to Nashville, their former home, and are hon-
ored to headline an important event in support of West End Synagogue on Dec. 5. Band 
member Scott Tyler’s family has belonged to WES throughout his life, and he attended its 
religious school and had his bar mitzvah there 17 years ago.

Tyler, Matt Lipkins, and Adam Hoffman (all Jewish) met in college, instantly recog-
nized their musical compatibility, and have been writing, recording and performing to-
gether ever since. At a Passover Seder during college, Tyler met one of the Indigo Girls, 
who heard him sing the four questions and asked him on behalf of the group to tour with 
them as both their opening and backing band for over two years, giving them invaluable 
experience and confidence performing for large audiences. Justin Timberlake discovered 
them soon afterwards and invited them to open alongside the superstar on his recent Man 
of the Woods tour throughout the U.S. and Europe.

Known for the past 11 years for their incredible live shows, from intimate clubs to large-
scale arenas and festivals, The Shadowboxers have captivated audiences across the globe 
with their three-part harmonies and distinctive flair. From openers to headliners, they step 
out on their own to carve out their unique lane within the pop world.

We hope you will join us for what is sure to be a most entertaining evening!

Shadowboxers Returning to 
Nashville for WES Show

Now that the fall season is upon us, it’s time to enjoy the great outdoors and cooler 
temperatures. Whether you prefer to hike the rolling hills of middle Tennessee or spend 
the day on a shopping adventure — walking is a great way to exercise. It requires no special 
skills or equipment to enjoy, and it helps improve blood flow, strengthen muscles, increase 
bone density and increase metabolism. 

Walking can be particularly beneficial for older people because it strengthens the mus-
cles of the lower extremities and can help prevent falls. It also increases cardiovascular 
function, which means a stronger heart and improved circulation and lung capacity. Walk-
ing can stimulate your nervous system, increasing coordination and reaction time, and it 
can help slow a loss of mental prowess. 

Walking should be your daily prescription for slowing the process of osteoporosis, help-
ing to control diabetes, and burning off a few calories. Get out and enjoy Tennessee’s fresh 
cool air this fall, you will be happier and healthier if you do. 

Let Hughston Clinic Orthopaedics help you maintain an active lifestyle. With eight 
convenient locations throughout Middle Tennessee, call today to schedule your appoint-
ment, (888) 366-8894, or visit our website at Hughston.com.

Let Hughston Clinic Orthopaedics 
Help You Enjoy The Outdoors
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Live at the Schermerhorn 
HOME OF Your Nashville Symphony  

615.687.6400 
NashvilleSymphony.org

RING IN THE NEW YEAR

WITH SUPPORT FROMCONCERT PARTNER

november 14 & 15

november 21 to 23

RACHMANINOFF’S 
T H E  B E L L S

with the Nashville Symphony

DECEMBER 28

E

LAS VEGAS
Viva

with
A N K IF

M O R E N O
R

december 1

The  
Drifters

The  
Drifters

Sing  Holidays  &  HitsSing  Holidays  &  Hits
The  

coasters
The  

coasters
the  

platters
the  

platters

january 3

november 16

W I T H  T H E  
N A S H V I L L E 
S Y M P H O N Y

with the

Nashville 

Symphony
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Managed Benefits, Inc, will help you create more leisure time 
in your life by doing the hard work for you! Managed Benefits, Inc 
has been a life and health insurance broker and consulting firm 
for several decades. We have focused our practice in the life and 
health insurance marketplace.

In more recent years, we have assisted individuals and fami-
lies by working with them in coordinating their financial plan-
ning in tandem with both tax and accounting practitioners. We 
have also been actively involved with the Life and Legacy program 
sponsored by the Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation of 

Insurance Consulting Leads to More Leisure Time
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, in partnership with the Harold 
Grinspoon Foundation. 

We have found that life insurance may be a very effective, very 
low-cost tool to provide future Life and Legacy commitments and 
at the same time allow families to retain other assets intact for 
their next generations of family members. 

We are happy to provide complimentary reviews of existing 
policies that may no longer be needed for family or business plan-
ning or for new insurance to provide meaningful benefits to as-
sure future financial needs to endow Jewish organizations.

Symphony 
has diverse 
offerings 
upcoming

For music lovers, any visit to Nashville 
is simply not complete without experienc-
ing a concert by the Grammy-winning 
Nashville Symphony at the spectacular 
Schermerhorn Symphony Center, regard-
ed as one of the world’s finest acoustical 
venues. 

And with more than 100 concerts an-
nually — including classical, pops, jazz and 
family series concerts, special events featur-
ing top-flight visiting artists, popular mov-
ies with live orchestral accompaniment 
and free chamber music performances — 
there is always something for every musical 
taste and background on the Symphony’s 
concert calendar. 

November highlights include classical 
series performances of “Symphonie Fan-
tastique,” described by Leonard Bernstein 
as the first musical expedition into psyche-
delia (Nov. 7 to 9), and Rachmaninoff’s 
“The Bells,” inspired by Edgar Allen Poe’s 
poem of the same name (Nov. 21 to 23), 
as well as appearances by India.Arie on 
Nov. 14 and 15, and the legendary Johnny 
Mathis on Nov. 16. 

In addition to a diverse offering of 
holiday-themed programs, December clos-
es with the Music City headlining debut 
of four-time Las Vegas “Headliner of the 
Year” Frankie Moreno on Dec. 28.

The New Year kicks off with even more 
incredible programming — including the 
extravagant Salute to Vienna on Jan. 3, Na-
tional Geographic Live’s “Coral Kingdoms 
and Empires of Ice” multimedia speaker 
event on Jan. 14, rock legends Foreigner 
performing with the orchestra Jan. 16 to 
18, a special tribute to Bob Dylan with the 
Nashville Symphony and Chorus on Jan. 
26, and much more. 

Date night packages and group dis-
counts are available for many Symphony 
concerts year-round. Visit NashvilleSym-
phony.org for the full concert calendar and 
more information. 

Looking For A Gift 
In Your Travels? 
Check The Temple 
Gift Shop

Traveling for the holiday? 
Make sure to stop by The Temple Gift 

Shop for our wonderful new selection of 
gifts ranging from colorful dreidels and 
menorahs, to candles and mezuzahs, and 
a wide variety of items in between. The 
Temple Gift Shop offers easy one-stop 
shopping. It’s the place to go when you 
are looking for that unique gift, whether 
for the holidays, a bat or bar mitzvah, wed-
ding, bris, baby naming, or even a special 
gift for a Friday night Shabbat host.  

We are also happy to take special or-
ders.



The Jewish Observer November 2019 23

OPTOMETRIST
DR. JEFFREY SONSINO 

DR. MICHELE SONSINO 
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear 

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTIST

GLUCK ORTHODONTICS 
Specialists in Orthodontics 
Dr. Joel Gluck DDS, MS

Dr. Jonathan Gluck DDS, MSD 
2002 Richard Jones Road A-200 

615.269.5903
drgluck.com

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY

DR. TODD A. RUBIN, M.D. 
Specializing in Hand & 

Upper Extremity Surgery 
Hughston Clinic Orthopaedics

615-342-6300

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
GHERTNER & COMPANY 
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management 
Property Management since 1968

615-255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY 
AND COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, PhD, LPC 
Psychotherapy for Individuals, 

Adolescents, Couples and Families 
nashvillepsychotherapyandcounseling.com 

Please contact: 615-473-4815
or ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE
Office:  615.463.3333

Joyce E. Friedman, REALTOR®, ABR
Helping You Move-On with Your Life

• Multi-Million Dollar Sales Producer
• Among Top 100 of 650 Crye-Leike 

Agents in Middle TN in 2018
• Luxury/Estate Residential Market Professional
• Complimentary Real Estate Consultation

C: (615) 714-1666 • O: (615) 373-2044
joyce@joycefriedmanproperties.com
www.joycefriedmanproperties.com

Franklin Pargh 
615-351-7333 

Franklin.pargh@compass.com
Lana Pargh

615-504-2685 
Lana.pargh@compass.com

www.pargh.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC 
Providing traditional tax and accounting 

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

APPLIANCES

ELECTRONIC EXPRESS is a leader in 
top quality, brand-name electronics and 
appliances at exceptionally low prices. 

Stocking the latest items, Electronic Ex-
press takes pride in providing customers 
with products at prices to fit any budget.  

From televisions, appliances, smart 
devices and cameras to security systems, 

furniture and mattresses, Electronic 
Express has everything to take your home 
to the next level. Electronic Express offers 
special financing, delivery and installation 
options. We make it happen! Visit us at 

any of our 18 locations or online at www.
electronicexpress.com

Lighting • Appliances • Hardware 
Kitchen • Plumbing • Accessories

Smart Home Products
Low Price Guarantee

615•843•3300
www.gohermitage.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY 

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate 
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 2250 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

SARAH STEIN, ATTORNEY
Personal Injury

Mitch Grissim & Associates
325 Union Street

Nashville, TN 37201
615-255-9999

sarah@tnlaw.com

CAREGIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC 
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge® 

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best” 
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
505 N Main Street

Shelbyville, TN  37160
931-680-2771

www.familystaffing.com

CAREGIVER (cont.)

Custom senior care for active, healthy
lifestyles. Affordable/no minimums.

Meals, meds, transportation & outings.
Memory loss and Hospital recovery.

Professional & screened care partners.
Locally owned. Call Moises for
Free assessment: 615-678-9223

www.curaforcare.com

CATERING

MAGGIANO’S
LITTLE ITALY

We Bring People Together to Celebrate the 
Love of Family and Friends

3106 West End Ave
(615) 514-0280

DENTIST
STEVEN R. HECKLIN DMD 
SHAWN H. SCHLESSEL DDS 
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry 

www.drhecklin.com
5606 Brookwood Place

615-356-7500

EDUCATION SERVICES

Francine Schwartz M.A. LPC NCC 
Independent Educational Consultant 
Helping students and families find, apply to 

and pay for the right fit college 
860-460-8829  

fschwartz@pathfindercounselingllc.com  
www.pathfindercounselingllc.com

INSURANCE
JAMES A. ROTHBERG

ADAM ROTHBERG
James A. Rothberg & Associates 

Office:  615-997-1833
Fax: 615-665-1300

1 Burton Hills Blvd.  Suite 220
Email: jrothberg@jarinsurance.com 

info@jarinsurance.com

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 

Marsha Jaffa, CIC; Van Robins, CIC 
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 615-665-9200 • www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC. 
Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business, 
Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection 
6213 Charlotte Pike, Nashville, TN 37209

615-356-1700      www.zanderins.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD  ROSENBLUM, M.D. Eye 

Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital • Ph. 615-386-9200

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
REAL ESTATE (cont.)

www.zeitlin.com
Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH, CEO
615-383-0183 (bus.)
615-294-9880 (cell)

jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com 
www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

615-794-0833 (bus.)
615-351-5343 (cell)

lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR
615-383-0183 (bus.) 
615-973-1117 (cell) 

nanspeller2014@gmail.com

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!
Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR® 

www.JackieKarr.com
JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 

Your Running/Walking 
Swimming Headquarters 

3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

615-383-0098

TALENT AND 
ENTERTAINMENT

Create your dream event with
The Blue Tone Chamber Players and The 

Nashville Blue Tones
Music City’s premier variety dance band!

(615) 352-6358
info@bluetonemusicusa.com

TRAVEL SERVICES

Expredia Cruise Ship Centers
A Full Service Travel Agency

Alan Cooper: Office: 629-202-8945
www.cruiseshipcenters.com/AlanCooper
7081 B Hwy 70 S / Kroger Shopping Ctr.

TREE SERVICES

Preserving the Natural Beauty of Trees 
and Shrubs. Specializing in the care of 
shade and ornamental trees and shrubs 

for residential and commercial properties.
Serving Nashville since 1978. 

615-373-4342 www.druidtree.com
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