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Explore and Support Your 
Nashville Jewish Community

Get ready for two major programs  
as Annual Campaign season is underway…

Tzedakah Tzunday
Tzedakah Tzunday: The POWER of YOUR Community will be Feb. 9, 9:30 a.m. to 4 

p.m. at the Gordon Jewish Community Center. Volunteer just two hours to help raise crit-
ical funds that support your Nashville Jewish community and Jewish communities around 
the world. 

Available shifts are 9:30 to 11:30 a.m.; 11 a.m. to 1 p.m.; 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.; 2 to 4 p.m. 
Food will be provided, volunteers are needed!

Event co-chairs are Alyssa Trachtman and Julia Motis.

Mission Possible 2
Mission Possible 2 will be on Feb. 23, with four buses doing a two-hour tour of Jewish 

Nashville. 
Each bus will be focusing on specific areas to highlight the partnerships between Jewish 

Federation and different organizationa and agencies in the community. Vanderbilt Hillel, 
Camp Davis, Akiva School, Gordon JCC, BBYO and Jewish Family Service are just a few 
of the agencies involved.

The buses will depart at 10 a.m., noon, 2 p.m. and 4 p.m.
Mission Possible 2 represents an amazing community collaboration and provides a 

hands-on and tangible experience to learn how YOUR dollars directly make a difference. 
More information will be in next month’s Observer. 

Led by Interim President Randy Boyd, 
a high-level delegation of about two dozen 
representatives from the University of Ten-
nessee spent a week in Israel in a Partner-
ship Exploratory Program, to enhance the 
university through expanded collaboration 
with Israeli institutions.

The trip, which was from Nov. 16 to 
22, “provided us the chance to renew our 
commitment to enhancing our campus 
culture, deepening our educational expe-
riences for our students and embodying 
a relevant and innovative post-secondary 
education system needed for the next gen-
eration of leaders,” Boyd said.

The trip was organized by the Jewish 
Federation and Jewish Foundation of 
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, also on 
behalf of the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Chattanooga, Jewish Community Partners 
of Memphis and the Knoxville Jewish Al-
liance. 

Naomi Sedek, assistant executive direc-
tor of the Nashville Federation, said Boyd 
went on a trade mission to Israel with Gov-

ernor Bill Haslam in September 2015, and 
“felt it was important for the university to 
explore relationships globally, and Israel in 
particular.”

After being contacted by the university, 
the Nashville Federation helped establish 
contacts with Israeli institutions, and over 
the course of the week the delegation “vis-
ited six top-rated Israeli universities and 
multiple scientific organizations,” Boyd 
said.

They also were able to attend events 
connected to Global Entrepreneurship 
Week.

In addition to Sedek, Michael Dzik, di-
rector of the Jewish Federation of Greater 
Chattanooga, was on the trip, as was Ste-
phen Rosen, a representative of the Knox-
ville Jewish Alliance.

Sedek said it was “a really robust group 
of 23 people from a wide range of depart-
ments” at the university.

The first full day, the groups visited the 

The University of Tennessee delegation visits the Western Wall

Vols seeking increased 
collaboration with Israel
University of Tennessee delegation visits numerous Israeli 
universities to deepen ties

Save The Date

Tree of Life rabbi to 
speak in Nashville

Rabbi Hazzan Jeffrey Myers of Tree of Life Synagogue in 
Pittsburgh will visit Nashville for a Feb. 10 “Stronger Than 
Hate” program, 7 p.m. at The Temple.

The event is presented by the Jewish Federation and Jewish 
Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee and co-spon-
sored by all the local congregations and agencies — Beit Te-
filah, Congregation Micah, Sherith Israel, The Temple and 
West End Synagogue — along with Akiva School, the Gordon 
Jewish Community Center, Jewish Family Service and Van-
derbilt Hillel.

Myers has served as the rabbi and cantor for Tree of Life 
Synagogue since the summer of 2017. He moved to the City 
of Bridges after spending decades in New Jersey and Long 
Island. After the horrific morning of Oct. 27, 2018, when a 
heavily armed gunman began a murderous rampage in Tree of Life, Myers became the face 
of the tragedy. Since then, he has set about sending the key message that love is stronger 
than hate. 

Myers has frequently shared this view on national media outlets, while acknowledging 
that a lack of understanding of our neighbors leads to fear and sometimes loathing. Fear 
leads to the “H word” and the “H word” leads to act of violence. Rabbi Myers believes that 
if we are ever to remove the “H word” from our society, it must start with pledging not to 
use that word in speech, just as he has done in honor of the 11 precious lives lost at Tree 
of Life. 
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Continued on page 4

Learning with each other
Interfaith clergy group from Nashville visits Holocaust 
Museum, African-American Museum in Washington

An interfaith clergy group, led by Rab-
bi Mark Schiftan of The Temple, has a lot 
to talk about, following a recent “deeply 
meaningful” trip to Washington for visits 
to the United States Holocaust Memorial 
Museum and the National Museum of Af-
rican-American History and Culture.

About 18 years ago, Schiftan led a trip 
to the Holocaust Museum for about half 
a dozen clergy members from the West 
End area. Recently, Felicia Anchor, former 
director of the Tennessee Holocaust Com-
mission, approached Schiftan with the 
idea of doing another trip, as a lot of the 
clergy in the area had changed. 

Anchor, who was born to Holocaust 
survivors in a displaced persons camp, has 
been involved with the museum since be-
ing invited to go there to put on a hard hat 
and see the huge ditch where it was going 
to be built.

During her time with the state commis-
sion, “we were taking groups of Tennessee 
teachers to the museum to be trained by 
their staff and to look at the permanent 
exhibits.” She explained, “when you have 
that personal interactive experience, how 
you see things and what you do changes 
significantly… (and) it really impacted our 
educational efforts in Tennessee.

She said Schiftan was an “enthusias-
tic partner” in reaching out to colleagues. 
Thanks to a “generous anonymous gift 
from a Temple member,” Schiftan said, 
the group was able to make the journey.

The trip, held Nov. 18 to 20, included 
two days of touring and study groups, with 

facilitators experienced in discussing inter-
faith understanding of the Holocaust.

The group consisted of six Christian 
clergy from the West End Clergy Group, 
along with Schiftan, Rabbi Shana Mackler 
and Cantor Tracy Fishbein from The Tem-
ple, Anchor, Executive Director Eric Still-
man of the Jewish Federation and Jewish 
Foundation of Nashville and Middle Ten-
nessee, and Pat Halper, the lay facilitator 
of the ecumenical dialogue group.

Clergy participants in the trip were 
asked to make two commitments — to 
share their experiences in a classroom or 
pulpit setting in their own houses of wor-
ship, and to share experiences in a collab-
orative program for the Jewish and Chris-
tian communities.

Currently, there is an effort to organize 
a program for the Jewish community some-
time in February.

Rev. Jim Hughes of Belle Meade Unit-
ed Methodist Church said “it wasn’t a hard 
decision to go,” as he has a long history of 
interfaith programs with the Jewish com-
munity, dating back to when he was at a 
church closer to Congregation Micah.

It had been many years since he had 
been to the Holocaust museum, and want-
ed to “reconnect with it,” knowing “more 
of what I needed to see.”

Hughes said spending time with the 
historians “was really valuable, getting 
a fresh set of eyes,” and having a diverse 
group led to sharing unique perspectives.

Though Stillman has been to the mu-
seum many times, “I especially learned a 

new perspective from the Christian clergy, 
hearing their thoughts and reflections as 
first-time visitors. In particular, it was in-
structive to me to debrief with the Chris-
tian clergy after we viewed the exhibit 
about the shift in American public opin-
ion toward the plight of Jews during and 
after the Holocaust.”

Rev. Thomas Kleinert of Vine Street 
Christian Church was “so glad” he was 
able to schedule the trip despite his figur-
ing he would be very busy with his associ-
ate being out on maternity leave. He said 
to go through the experience with such a 
diverse group “was priceless.”

It wasn’t just an educational trip “with 
a bunch of buddies going out together, it 
really had a sacred character because the 
places are so impactful.”

As a native of Germany, he has been 
to numerous sites in Germany and Yad 

Vashem in Jerusalem, but walking into the 
Tower of Faces affected him profoundly. 
The Tower contains 1,500 photos of Jews 
from Ejszyszki, Poland, where in Septem-
ber 1941, 3,500 of the area’s 4,000 Jews 
were massacred by the Nazis.

“I was just looking at the faces and 
thought, ‘how can I possibly keep walking?’ 
How do you honor the great loss? How do 
you keep moving?”

He decided, “I cannot bear this, but I 
have to figure out a way” to keep going.

He also recalled an exhibit of White 
Rose young students from Munich. “I’d 
seen those faces ever since high school, but 
now I’m a good deal older,” and now his 
reaction is “gosh, you were so young and 
so incredibly brave.”

In reflecting on that, he came up with 

The clergy group at dinner in Washington
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The Pargh Team is a team of real estate licensees affiliated with Compass RE, a licensed real estate broker and abides by equal housing opportunity laws. To reach the Compass RE office, call 615.475.5616.

Navigate the world of real estate 
with a partner you can trust 

Franklin Pargh
615.351.7333
franklin.pargh@compass.com

Lana Pargh
615.504.2685
lana.pargh@compass.com

Jacob Kupin 
615.440.6673 
jacob.kupin@compass.com

The Pargh Team

As West Nashville natives with decades of experience in real estate, architecture, and 
design, we are uniquely qualified to help you buy, sell, renovate, and design your home, 
whether for personal use or investments. Our full-service team of experts sold $40M+ 
last year, and we’re ready to put our experience to work for you.

4000 West End Avenue, Apt 204 

Nashville, TN 37205 

$1,399,900 

3 Bed | 2.5 Bath | 3,535 SqFt

Enjoy exquisite 9.5’ ceilings and hardwoods throughout this one level 
home with 3 fireplaces and an elegant living room with built ins. 
Designer chef’s kitchen includes a 6 burner stove, new tile back splash, 
fresh paint and subzero refrigerator. Beautifully appointed master suite, 
spacious den that could be converted to a 3rd bedroom or guest suite, 
2 car parking next to the elevator, keypad entrance security, ample 
closet space, and an onsite building superintendent M-F.
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Museums
Continued from page 2

Tickets are now on sale for the Gordon 
Jewish Community Center’s annual fund-
raiser, Big Night Out, to be held on Jan. 25.

The evening is being chaired by Kim 
Lapidus and Tara Mittelberg. 

The silent auction is always a favorite 
part of the evening, and this year includes 
some exciting items, such as a night’s stay 
in the Penthouse at the Fairlane Hotel, a 
gift card for The Home Edit’s famous or-
ganizational services, and a jewelry party at 
the Color Bar at Kendra Scott, valued at 
$500! Other items include restaurant gift 
cards to Nashville’s hottest restaurants, in-
cluding Lyra, North Italia, Santo and Hat-

tie B’s, among many others; hotel stays, 
personal training, spa services, and much, 
much more. 

In addition to the auction, guests will 
enjoy live entertainment by magician 
Kevin King, food and cocktails to fit the 
theme, and more! 

For more information, contact Dara 
Freiberg at dara@nashvillejcc.org or (615) 
354-1639. Come dressed to impress in 
black, white or red, and buy your tick-
ets online now at nashvillejcc.org/big-
nightout. Tickets are $150/person until 
Jan. 17, at which time the price increases 
to $175/ticket.

Tennessee Governor Bill Lee lit the Menorah in a special Chanukah ceremony in 
his office at the State Capitol, sharing a message of light and blessings with the 
people of the State of Tennessee. From left to right: Tommy Bernard, president 
of Chabad of Nashville, Governor Bill Lee, Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel, Rabbi Chaim 
Weitman

Have a Big Night Out at 
Gordon JCC on Jan. 25his answer to how he could bear it. “It real-

ly is up to each of us to do what we can to 
pay attention, to be aware and to speak up 
and push back whenever it is necessary,” 
he said.

Hughes said he “kept having to remind 
myself this was sophisticated Christian 
Germany that did this. It wasn’t a back-
woods, wacky (area)… which heightens the 
possibility it can happen at another sophis-
ticated place, if we’re not careful.”

During the discussions, Kleinert said 
they “started noticing and comparing the 
similarities with today’s challenges, ref-
ugees and immigration, the kind of lan-
guage that comes with that,” along with 
antisemitic violence.

Anchor said “our intent was to process 
among ourselves and to kind of glean the 
wisdom from the group, and at the same 
time take a look at historic issues that have 
massive impact on our lives today.”

Schiftan said that while the Holocaust 
is a Jewish story, “it is very important for 
me that we universalize the lessons from it.”

He added, “the story is only of con-
tinued relevance if it places a spotlight 
on current issues or situations of human 
degradation, humiliation, racism and xe-
nophobia.”

As part of that, the trip also included a 
visit to the new African-American history 
museum. Schiftan said there were “very 
similar theme lines, what happens when 
you create a situation where human beings 
come to be viewed as less than human,” 
something with ramifications for contem-
porary issues.

“Being able to share those two experi-
ences was valuable,” Hughes said. “Both of 
the museums handle their stories in very 

different ways.”
Anchor said that while the Holocaust, 

the effort by a government to destroy ev-
ery Jew in the world, is a unique histori-
cal event, in the two museums there was 
a “common thread of human oppression, 
human degradation, looking on people as 
an other, rather than a human being.”

They had group dinners each night, 
and were joined one evening by Rep. Jim 
Cooper, and Anchor said his staff had to 
work hard to secure the tickets to the Na-
tional Museum of African-American His-
tory and Culture for the group.

Anchor said that during the trip, “peo-
ple who I never knew before, we really con-
nected with each other in a very significant 
way… we went from being acquaintances 
to companions of the mind and soul.”

With contemporary concerns the Jew-
ish community has “about trying to have 
our neighbors understand the serious con-
cerns we have about safety and living as 
Jews in today’s world,” Anchor said, “we 
went with different eyes than we would 
have a number of years ago.”

The Sunday after he returned, Klein-
art said he preached about a quote from 
a Mauthausen survivor who did forced la-
bor in tunnels. As they walked through a 
neighborhood to get to the work site, they 
longed for the stereotypical domestic life 
behind the closed doors. 

“I flipped the image and spoke about 
the people in those little white houses,” 
he said. “This daily march couldn’t go un-
noticed… did they just have other things 
to do, to not notice the horror passing by 
their little white houses on a daily basis?”

And, he asked, what is happening out-
side our windows?
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JACQUES BACK

By ASHLEY FRANKLIN, LMSW 
Jewish Family Service 

Gender Identity is an important topic 
today. It is very often misunderstood and 
confusing to people. The rigid notions 
about what is normal and acceptable are 
ever evolving and changing the world’s 
idea of how we view gender identity. It is 
important to learn more about the con-
cept, for our children to be more accept-
ing and understanding of people in this 
ever-changing world.

Jewish Family Service, in partnership 
with all the religious schools, is commit-
ted to providing Family Life Education 
programs that will give our teens the most 
current information on topics that they 

Gender, Sexuality and Identities: Creating Connected Communities
An Educational Opportunity from Jewish Family Service 

are interested in. At the conclusion of last 
year’s Teen Educational Program, our kids 
expressed a strong desire to learn more 
about Gender Identity and the LGBTQ 
community. JFS wanted to bring an edu-
cational opportunity to our children that 
they cared about and this is the topic that 
was most widely chosen. Gender Identi-
ty is an important timely subject and we 
wanted to provide our audience with an 
experienced leader. 

Galia Godel will be joining us from 

JFS Philadelphia, where she is the LGBTQ 
Initiative Program Manager. She has been 
working in Jewish education since 2007 
and has been an experienced leader using 
modern terms and communication to con-
vey her message about the LGBTQ com-
munity. Galia provides LGBTQ cultural 
competency trainings for the Philadelphia 
Jewish community, creating and leading 
LGBTQ events, and working within JFCS 
to direct existing services towards the 
LGBTQ community.

All teens in grades 7 to 12 are invited to 
attend. The program will take place on Sun-
day, Feb. 9. It will be held at Akiva School, 
809 Percy Warner Boulevard, from 9:30 
a.m. to noon. An educational Parent Pro-
gram will be offered during the same time 
at Akiva. Adults will leave with tools and re-
sources to support the youth in their lives. 

Please contact Ashley Franklin at JFS 
with any questions or for more information.  
ashleyfranklin@jfsnashville.org or (615) 
354-1662.
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By DANIEL CHRISTMAS

Last year, I was a part of a team of Jew-
ish Community Center professionals who 
were deployed to Pittsburgh after the Octo-
ber 2018 shooting at the Tree of Life Syna-
gogue. The deployment was a part of JRe-
sponse, a new signature program of JCC 
Association of North America, conducted 
in partnership with the humanitarian aid 
organization IsraAID. JResponse was envi-
sioned as a response team made up of pro-
fessionals from across the JCC movement 
that would provide relief efforts after a nat-
ural or man-made disaster. 

tional seeing another large turnout. There 
was also a couple from out of town that 
felt led to come and be present to pay their 
respects and to help in any way they could. 
These were people not from the immediate 
area, not Jewish, and with no specific ties, 
but they still came to do what they could.

Many people want to know why I chose 
to be a JResponder and what brought me 
back to Pittsburgh a year later. The reason 
I wanted to help again with JResponse was 
to further help a community that I had 
been privileged to help a year before, con-
tinuing the good work where the “work” is 
never over. For me, it is also a way to pro-
vide hands-on help instead of asking “what 
can I do?” Many times, we send donations, 
thoughts, prayers and sentiments, but to 
go to where the need is and to immerse 
yourself connects you to a community 
more strongly. Being present in that way 
is so meaningful and rewarding, it really 
brings the events into perspective.

Personally, I left Pittsburgh feeling 
more connected to the local staff whom I 
have gotten to know, and to my JCC pro-
fessional peers throughout our movement. 
The memorial service that was scheduled 
for the community at the end of the day 
was one of the most impactful and mean-
ingful parts of the trip. Those that were 
taken in this tragedy were commemorat-
ed in a service where the families of the 
victims shared in video about the lives of 
those that were lost and what they meant 
to their family and their community. For 
someone who isn’t a part of their com-
munity it made them “real.” It felt like we 
knew them and were even more connected 
to the JCC, their community and to Pitts-
burgh.

Experiencing Pittsburgh a year af-
ter one of its most tragic events was very 
eye-opening. It showed us how a commu-
nity banded together to weather a storm. 
It also demonstrated how the effects from 
a tragedy like this linger. We have become 
accustomed to the manual labor that many 
times accompanies natural disasters, such 
as cleanup efforts, but we forget about the 
“cleanup efforts” that need to take place 
within people, in their hearts and minds. 
Things can be cleaned, bought, replaced, 
but the thoughts and feelings of the peo-
ple engulfed in those crises take a lot lon-
ger to heal, and those people are forever 
changed. In Pittsburgh’s case, it changed 
them and their community forever, and by 
being able to be a part of the JResponse 
team in Pittsburgh, it has also changed me 
forever. 

Daniel Christmas is Aquatics Director at 
the Gordon Jewish Community Center.

Daniel Christmas, right, with two JCC staff, Sara Rhoades and 
Jason Stowell.

When Pittsburgh’s Jewish community 
experienced the deadly anti-Semitic attack 
on the Tree of Life Synagogue, JCC Associ-
ation realized that the community needed 
relief. Various cohorts responded last year 
in the months following the Tree of Life 
shooting to provide support for the JCC of 
Greater Pittsburgh and the broader Pitts-
burgh Jewish community while they were 
recovering from the tragedy. We returned 
to support the JCC on the same day, a year 
later, as their staff joined their communi-
ty to remember the anniversary and those 
that had been lost.

You can’t talk about Pittsburgh and 
the Squirrel Hill community, in which the 
JCC is centered, without talking about the 
unique bond that exists in this communi-
ty. Squirrel Hill has a small-town feel while 
being part of a major city. The best way to 
explain how it feels is that everyone seems 
to know everybody and the JCC seems to 
be the hub. Everyone seems to live “right 
down the road” or “right across from” the 
JCC. It feels as if almost the whole of the 

Pittsburgh Jewish com-
munity lives within a 
few-block radius, with 
a deep sense of com-
munity, pride and be-
longing. In the wake of 
a tragedy, you can also 
see how being part of a 
community of this cali-
ber makes a difference. 
It seems like everyone 
has direct ties and that 
they all are experienc-
ing this tragedy and 
working to heal from it 
together.

The JCC is the hub 
of the community in 
Squirrel Hill and plays an active role in the 
everyday lives of its community members. 
This year, on the day of commemoration, 
the JCC suspended all regular activity, and 
instead provided services through their 
new resiliency center, the 10.27 Healing 
Partnership, and donations from local 
community businesses and organizations. 
The 10.27 Healing Partnership, named in 
remembrance of the date of the tragedy, is 
a permanent resource center for members 
and the community within the JCC. The 
Healing Partnership offers professional 
guidance for anyone who needs to talk, 
space to be alone, mindful activities, places 
to congregate, chat, be silent, do art proj-
ects, reflect, remember and relax. Both the 
JCC main campus in Squirrel Hill and its 
branch in the Pittsburgh suburb of South 
Hills hosted blood drives. The JCC really 
tried to provide a space and place for all, 
and to recognize that everyone has a differ-
ent need and a different way of processing 
what they have all been through.

A small number of essential JCC lead-
ership staff chose to help manage the 
events taking place in the JCC that day, 
and to be around the JCC for their mem-
bers, community, and staff. We were there 
as JResponse to fill roles for the local JCC 
staff who were given the opportunity not 
to work and rather to gather with their 
community, and to stand beside our JCC 
colleagues who were on duty, taking some 
of the responsibility and weight off their 
shoulders. It is tough to be the people on 
the front lines, and the JCC of Greater 
Pittsburgh has played that role for the com-
munity over the past year. 

My role during this day was to be sta-
tioned at one of the entrances to remind 
people of the suspension of normal activi-
ty, to provide them with information about 
the events that were going on that day, to 
check people in, and to provide direction 
to different areas and events. Our service 
enabled local staff time off to gather, 
grieve, reflect, and remember, as well as be 
able to attend events and services around 
the community on the day commemorat-
ing the tragedy. While these tasks could be 
thought by some to not be the “typical” re-
lief type efforts, they were so meaningful to 
individuals, the staff, and the community 
we interacted with.

The blood drives were extremely suc-
cessful because there were so many peo-
ple that wanted to give back. We had to 
turn some away and others had to wait 
two hours. In a society where we are very 
impatient and constantly on the go, this 
spoke volumes. One lady recounted how 
large the community response was after 
the events last year and then became emo-

Continuing the Good Work When the Work is Never Over
Reflections from Serving in Pittsburgh
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OCommunity Relations Update

By DEBORAH OLESHANSKY

In the final weeks of 2019, we endured 
more deadly gun violence directly specifi-
cally against Jews, this time in New Jersey, 
and confusion, distress and anxiety regard-
ing an Executive Order which on initial 
reports sought to interpret Judaism as a 
race or nationality, causing some to won-
der if we as Jewish Americans were now 
somehow not fully American. Through 
the Jewish Federation Facebook page we 
shared our collective mourning for more 
senseless and vicious gun violence, and 
information, clarification and resources 
about the Executive Order, which was con-
sistent with past policy.* 

But who could blame those who 
jumped to this initial frightening con-
clusion about the Executive Order? Jews 
across the country are feeling vulnerable, 
nervous and weary. Ilyse Muser Shain-
brown, Director of Holocaust Education 
at Jewish Federation of Greater MetroW-
est NJ, shared that she and her husband 
were wondering if it was becoming simply 
too dangerous, as Jews, to stay in America. 
In a text exchange she asked her husband: 
“Do you think this is the same conversa-
tion that Jewish couples in Germany had 
in the 1930s?” Her husband replied, “Yes, 
I think it’s exactly the same conversation 
that they had.”

So now what? Do we begin making 
plans to leave our country? Do we succumb 
to fear and intimidation? Do we accept this 
as a new normal?

Or do we heed the words of Rabbi Na-
chman of Breslov, “All the world is a nar-
row bridge, and the most important thing 
is not to be overwhelmed by fear.” 

Fear and turmoil are not new in our 
world. Jewish history is an ongoing chal-
lenge for survival and meaning. Our an-
cestors faced overwhelming odds over the 
generations to keep faith and courage alive 
in the face of darkness and destruction. 
And now it is our turn to face this chal-
lenge. Will we retreat into fear and despair, 
or have the courage to stand tall, overcome 
our uncertainty, and bring light to the 
darkness? 

To provide concrete ways to act with 
courage and develop resilience, the Com-
munity Relations Committee has both 
ongoing and new initiatives. We will con-
tinue to be “Stronger than Hate” by stand-
ing up for ourselves and others who feel 
threatened. It is through the strength of 
the bonds with those devoted to ensuring 
the safety, security and dignity for all peo-
ple that we can inspire courage.

We will continue to educate about and 
advocate against antisemitism through pro-
grams and action. We have established an 
Education Subcommittee specifically de-
signed to help parents and students more 
effectively and productively identify and 
respond to antisemitic incidents at school, 
and will continue to work with the ADL 
and others to provide workshops and re-
sources for families. 

The increasing polarization of our lo-
cal and national politics is causing damage 
to our democracy. In an effort to have the 
courage to move beyond our personal be-
lief silos, we have initiated a partnership 
with Better Angels, a national citizens’ 

movement to reduce political polarization 
in the United States by bringing liberals 
and conservatives together to understand 
each other beyond stereotypes, forming 
red/blue community alliances, teaching 
practical skills for communicating across 
political differences, and making a strong 
public argument for depolarization.

We began this connection in early De-
cember with our Constitution education 
program, and will continue by encourag-
ing attendance at upcoming Better An-
gels Reuniting America programs at local 
libraries: 

Jan. 7, at the Bordeaux Branch 
Jan. 14, at the Bellevue Branch
Jan. 21, at the Southeast Branch
Jan. 28, at the Edmondson Branch
All sessions are from 6 to 7:45 p.m.

We cannot ignore the rise of antise-
mitic violence, but we do not need to be 
paralyzed by it. We have the choice to act 
through faith and courage. We have the 
choice to build relationships that make us 
stronger than hate. And we have the op-
portunity to promote the wisdom of lead-
ers like Rabbi Jonathan Sacks who encour-

ages us, “to understand the significance of 
faith in Judaism: to have the courage to 
pioneer, to do something new, to take the 
road less traveled, to venture out into the 
unknown.”

As 2019 closes and 2020 begins, may 
we be blessed with the courage to venture 
into the unknown with the strength and 
comfort that comes with commUNITY. 
Please join us in this work.

*For additional information and context 
about the Executive Order, or for details about 
the work of CRC, please contact Deborah Ole-
shansky, deborah@jewishnashville.org

Stronger than Hate
Building resilience in the wake of more gun violence against Jews
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Marra B. Gad is a Los Angeles-based 
TV and film producer. Her new book, a 
memoir, “The Color of Love: A Story of 
a Mixed-Race Jewish Girl” (Bolden Books, 
2019), chronicles her childhood growing 
up mixed race. In addition to touring her 
new book, she’s working on producing a 
concert at Carnegie Hall, five television 
shows, a film adaptation of her book and 
exploring writing new books, including a 
children’s book and a book based on her 
tour experiences.

While Gad’s experiences may not be as 
novel nowadays — rapper, singer, songwrit-
er Drake has an Ashkenazi Jewish mother 
and an African American father — Gad 
grew up in the early ‘70s, a few years af-

ter the legalization of interracial marriage. 
Gad’s biological mother was unwed, white 
and Jewish, and her biological father was 
black. She was adopted by a white Jewish 
family in Chicago, who despite their pro-
found love for their daughter, realized the 
world wasn’t ready for a family like theirs. 
While still a child, Gad came to realize that 
she was “a mixed-race, Jewish unicorn.” In 
black spaces, she was not “black enough.” 
In Jewish spaces, she was mistaken for the 
help, asked to leave, or worse. Even in her 
own extended family, racism bubbled to 
the surface.

We spoke with her in anticipation of 
her Jan. 16 visit to Nashville to hear more 
about her life, her work and her new book.

Do you see more people like yourself 
in the Jewish community?

Yes, I am very happy to see a lot more 
diverse faces in our community, including 
those in their late teens and early 20s, and 
more and more little ones. While we con-
tinue to grow beautifully more diverse, and 
have always been in every corner of the 
world, I still feel alone in my generation. 
The Jewish community is making baby 
steps toward change around understand-
ing and embracing diversity, and that we 
are now having a conversation about it is 
certainly a step in the right direction. That 
said, we are not there yet. I still have ex-
periences in synagogues and Jewish spaces 
where people are not sure why I’m there 

and often see me as a threat. 

Do you feel pressure to be “the ex-
pert” on the topic?

Right now, I do. I wrote this book be-
cause I wanted to share my story and my 
experience. And I’m grateful that people 
want to engage with me about it. 

Often, people want me to give answers 
I can’t give and to tell them that things 
are better now than they were in the ‘70s, 
‘80s, ‘90s. Often proud grandparents show 
me photographs of their gorgeous bi and 
multiracial grandchildren and want me to 
promise that their grandchildren won’t ex-
perience the things that I have. I pray that 
someday, I will be able to do just that. But 
sadly, I cannot yet. 

How do you speak to people about a 
topic that is so difficult to talk about?

Part of what I believe to be important 
when speaking about any challenging sub-
ject is that it be done face-to-face. And my 
book tour is allowing for just that. I believe 
that hate and intolerance are a universal 
human condition. And in that light, I be-
lieve that it is our collective human issue 
to solve. I view it as OUR problem and 
hope that by having a non-combative, hon-
est and meaningful discussion, we will all 
leave the room changed. 

How do you or do you balance be-
tween Jewish and African American spac-
es?

I am grateful to be at a place in my life 
where I can say that I am black and white 
and Jewish… and that I am whole in that. 
I believe in allowing each person to come 
to me as they are, and know that we will ei-
ther connect or not connect on that basis. 
While I am not always widely embraced 
by entire communities, I have wonderful 
people in my life of all kinds. And I’m very 
grateful for that. 

Who inspires you?
My mother truly inspires me every day 

with her strength, fierceness and uncon-
ditionally loving heart. Lizzo is queen of 
the universe. I love her. I am so glad my 
nieces and nephews are growing up in a 
world where she is in front of their faces 
every day. Madeline Albright, whose grit, 
grace and intelligence I deeply admire. She 
is remarkable. Billy Porter, who is a testa-
ment to patience and to not straying from 
who you are. I am so thrilled that he is now 
having his moment! I would love to have a 
dinner party with each and every one of 
these people at the table!

How is your tour going?
This book tour is the most amazing 

and most challenging thing I’ve ever done. 
The pace of it is physically exhausting. And 
emotionally it is equally so because I stand 
up in front of groups of people, strangers 
and bare my soul. And that requires a 
unique kind of energy. I am so excited to 
visit Nashville in January and I feel really 
privileged to be doing this and to be out 
in the world, having this conversation with 
people of every possible kind, every age, 
every version of Judaism. I’m very grate-
ful for every community that wants me to 
come and be seen as I am.

Don’t miss Gad’s talk, where she will 
speak more about her new book and ex-
periences, with Joelle Herr, owner of The 
Bookshop. The event is free and will be 
Jan. 16 at 7 p.m. at The Bookshop, 1043 
W. Eastland Ave. Reservations are request-
ed at nashvillejcc.org/book.

“A Mixed-Race, Jewish Unicorn”
The Color of Love: An Interview with Jewish Memoirist Marra B. Gad
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The community is invited to “Pick 
Your Own Party” for the Sherith Israel 

The Tennessee Holocaust Commission has named Alyssa 
Trachtman as the Director of Operations. 

Trachtman’s strong background in executive management and 
volunteerism make her an ideal for this role. She last worked as the 
development director for the American Diabetes Association. She 
currently serves on the board of trustees, the executive board, Life 
& Legacy Committee, and chairs the Caring and Concern Com-
mittee at The Temple. She also serves on the board of directors for 
the Nashville Gordon Jewish Community Center and chairs the 
Membership Committee.

As Director of Operations, Trachtman will support educational 
outreach programming, speaker engagements, fundraising and other activities to help the 
organization achieve its objectives. She wants to be sure that the Holocaust survivor stories 
are being preserved and shared throughout all of Tennessee. #NeverForget

Founded in 1984, the Tennessee Holocaust Commission provides education to pro-
mote remembrance of the Holocaust, to fight prejudice, and to encourage tolerance and 
understanding among all people. The commission acts as a resource for teachers, students 
and individuals, providing seminars, resources, workshops, mobile exhibits and commem-
orations and ceremonies to build awareness of the Holocaust across the state.

Trachtman named operations 
director of Holocaust Commission

Sherith Israel invites you to “pick your own party”
job, he says. The event will be held at the 
home of Robert Taedkashani.

Another event will be a real British 
High Tea, with finger sandwiches, clotted 
cream, and tea from England served on 
antique British bone china at the home of 
Evelyn (born in Scotland, dontcha know?) 
and Mosh Koch (British-by-marriage).

Other events being planned are a cook-
ing class with Kevin Alexandroni; ice-skat-
ing with hockey enthusiasts Boaz Woolf 
and Shmuli Hanai; a visit with Roberta 
Goodman’s horse, Sophie; a hike to Rad-
nor Lake with Ruth Levitt; sushi with Pam 
Kelner; a poker game with Phil Lieberman 
and/or Michael Woolf; a class in brewing 
your own beer with Ethan Malamed; a trip 
to visit the dogs and cats at the Nashville 
Humane Association with Mosh Koch; 
golfing with Greg Goldberg; bagel-making; 
introduction to Yoga with Natasha Knight; 
Persian cooking with Janet Taedkashani 
and Helen Hanai; an Israeli cooking ses-
sion with Shalom Cohen; a trip to Nash-
ville Zoo with Seth Thomas; music with 
Rabbi Saul, and board games, community 
service events, and much more. 

Some possible events that may be avail-
able next Spring include flower arranging; 
Origami; making pizzas from scratch in an 

outdoor pizza oven; and an additional bak-
ing or cooking demonstration.

For more details, contact Sami Wein-
berg (s.rose.weinberg@gmail.com) or 
check out the Sherith Israel website at 
sherithisrael.com. 

Tani Levitt

fundraiser, on March 22. The event will 
feature approximately 20 fun, mini-events 
that people can choose from, for a mini-
mum donation of $136 per person, and it 
is 100 percent tax deductible. 

“Pick Your Own Party” is a departure 
from the usual fundraising format, with no 
need to dress up, and no boring speeches. 
On the other hand, if anyone misses the 
old format and wants to dress up at home, 
the committee can provide boring speech-
es upon request.

One of the mini-events will be an eve-
ning with CBS Sports writer Tani Levitt 
during (or just before) March Madness. 
Levitt has recently moved to Nashville as 
a writer/producer for CBS’s 24/7 Sports 
Network and his job is producing podcasts 
about college sports for CBS — his dream 

Sophie with Amalia, Ravi and Cole Stros-
berg
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By MARISA BYARD
Camp Davis Director

This summer is the 90th year for Camp 
Davis, and we’re throwing it back to the 
raddest era yet! Our new Camp Director 
Marisa Byard, and new Assistant Director 
Becky Dab, are ready to continue the tra-
dition of providing an incredible summer 
experience for Camp Davis kids. 

Byard has been the assistant director at 
Camp Davis for the past five years and is 
ready to jump into the director’s chair. She 
started her camp journey entering kinder-
garten at the Atlanta JCC’s Camp Isadore 
Alterman. From 2nd grade on, she spent 
her summers at Camp Barney Medintz, 
moving from camper to CIT to counselor, 
and unit head. “There has always been a 
special place in my heart for camp, as this 
is where I gained my love of the outdoors, 
and learned It was ok for me to be me. The 
friendships I built, the skills I learned at 
camp, and the memories I made are un-
matchable and it thrills me to watch the 
kids of Camp Davis making their own 
memories,” Byard said.

Camp Davis is excited to welcome 
Becky Dab as our new assistant director. 
After spending the past few years working 
in collegiate athletics, Dab is making her 
return to summer camp. She spent sum-
mers at Camp Ramah California and is a 
firm believer that summer camp is one of 
the most transformative experiences of a 
child’s life. “The lessons I learned, whether 
I realized it or not, shaped me into the per-
son and leader I am today. I am so excited 
to play a part in your child’s development,” 
he said.

Camp Davis is bringing back the best 
of the best and tweaking it a bit. There are 
new activities, new specialty tracks, and 
new songs, but don’t worry… Camp Davis 
2020 will still have the same Ruach and 
fun that we’ve had each summer since we 
started gettin’ kids dirty in 1930! 

In the spirit of keeping our Ruach 

strong, we will be adding a weekly cheer 
competition among the units. The camp-
ers will get a chance to come up with their 
own cheers and teach them to all their 
friends, then perform them in front of the 
camp. We will also be doubling our Tzofim 
Trip to two white water rafting and camp-
ing trips. 

This summer you will find some new 
specialty tracks, a few of which are:

Harry Potter Camp: Aspiring young 
witches and wizards will explore the mag-
ical world through dozens of games and 
crafts. 

Superhero Camp: Training exercises, 
where the trainees will train to fight for 
justice and bring peace all around. 

STEM Camp: For our budding inven-
tors, to create miniature roller coasters and 
mazes out of everyday objects. 

We are so excited for this year, the 90th 
summer of our amazing camp. We’ve been 
“gettin’ kids dirty since 1930” and we’re 
so thrilled for your children to join us for 
this, our best summer yet! 

Located on a gorgeous 52-acre facility, 
Camp Davis has been creating summer 
memories for generations of Tennessee 
families. Although many things have 
changed from our early days, our core val-
ues have always remained the same: fun, 
nature, love, holy community, growth and 
righteousness. Whether enrolled in our 
Traditional Camp, or one of our excep-
tional Specialty Tracks, Camp Davis camp-
ers actively engage in the process of Tikkun 
Olam: Repairing the World. 

More information and registration are 
available at campdavisnashville.com. Be 
sure to register by February 21 to receive 
$20 off per week! 

The youngest campers must be five 
years old by Aug. 30 and entering Kin-
dergarten for that school year. The oldest 
campers are rising 6th graders, with Lead-
ership and CIT options available up to 
10th grade.

Have you Planned for the Future?
There Are Four Things You Should Know about Estate Planning
Did You Know…
1) If you don’t have a will, you actually do have a will — written by 

the state. You may not like it.
2) Even if you have a will, assets could pass outside your will if not 

properly titled. 
3) Settling an estate costs money. You can reduce that cost now or 

possibly pay more later.
4) For philanthropic gifts, certain assets are far better to give than 

others.
-John Dodd, Ronald Blue Trust

Come and have your questions answered with free advice from our Jewish Federation 
Professional Advisory Council members as they present “Estate Planning and Philanthro-
py-What’s the Connection?” on Jan. 8 from noon to 1:30 p.m. at the Gordon Jewish 
Community Center. 

Michael Whitney will present on long term care planning, and the different options 
and benefits for planning for care as people age, and John Dodd will give an overview of 
the estate planning process. Mindy Hirt and Marty Satinsky will join as panelists.

A free lunch will be provided to those who RSVP. For RSVPs, please contact Shannon 
Small at shannon@jewishnashville.org or (615) 354-1651.

Camp Davis Preparing 
for 90th Summer

Memphis Holocaust essay contest opens
The Memphis Jewish Federation is holding its annual Holocaust art and essay contest. 

This year’s theme is exploring the 75th anniversary of liberation, as participants should 
choose a group affected by the liberation and explore the challenges and opportunities in 
moving from the darkness of absolute evil to the light of recovery and renewal. The art 
category is for grades 6 to 8, and the essay contest is for grades 9 to 12.

Entries are due by March 5, and guidelines are at jcpmemphis.org/holocaustartandes-
say. Last year’s winner was Jake Bengelsdorf of Nashville.
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At Our Congregations…

OThe Temple

Social Action Shabbat
Each year, the Social Action Allocations sub-committee sends Requests for Proposals 

to community organizations that meet our guidelines and then evaluates the resulting 
proposals. Recommendations are approved by the Social Action Committee, and then by 
the Board of Trustees for allocations to be made from funds earmarked for Social Action. 
In 2020, 14 agencies – including our own Room in the Inn Program – will receive a total 
of $17,000. At the 6 p.m. Shabbat service on Jan. 10, we will honor these agencies by pro-
viding them an opportunity to display information about their organizations in our Oneg 
area both before (at 5:30) and after services. We encourage you to join us as we celebrate 
the wonderful works of the organizations The Temple supports.

Be In The Know
Join Rabbi Shana Mackler for “In the Know” on Jan. 14 at 10 a.m. Rabbi Mackler will 

present a brief introduction to the texts and passages to be discussed at the upcoming A. 
J. Levine January Lecture Series, “a (very) Jewish…”

A (Very) Jewish Series
Amy-Jill Levine, professor of New Testament and Jewish Studies at Vanderbilt, will lead 

a series, “A (Very) Jewish…” on three Tuesdays at 7 p.m. On Jan. 28, she will lead “Our 
Father” a (very) Jewish Prayer. On Feb. 4, the topic will be “You have heard it said, ‘An 
eye for an eye’,” a (very) Jewish way of interpreting the Bible. On Feb. 11, the discussion is 
“Blessed are the Meek,” a (very) Jewish way of living. The series is open to the community.

“Brave Miss World”
Women Engaged in Living and Learning will screen “Brave Miss World,” with a discus-

sion following, on Jan. 16 at 7 p.m. at The Temple. The film is “one woman’s quest to turn 
personal tragedy into global awareness.” 

Golden Lunch Bunch
Join the Golden Lunch Bunch for lunch, entertainment and fun at 11:30 a.m. on the 

first and third Tuesdays of the month at The Temple. This month’s gatherings are Jan. 7 
and 21. To reserve, call Anna Sir, 354-1686.

Navigating the Aging Journey
A five part series, “Navigating the Aging Journey of Our Parents,” will meet on Wednes-

days at 6:30 p.m., starting Jan. 22.

Tot Havdalah
Join us for our PJ Tot Havdalah on Jan. 11 at 4 p.m. Come in your PJs for music, art, 

Havdalah and fun. 

Crafternoon at The Temple
Come join the Caring Connection Committee one Sunday a month for an afternoon 

of fun, creativity and a way to give back to our congregation. Our Crafternoon will be on 
Jan. 12 from 1 to 3 p.m. — come for as long as you wish! We’ll have a craft each month 
(handmade note cards, knitting hats, blankets, etc) for people to work on together, or you 
can bring your own project to work on. Refreshments will be served. We look forward to 
crafting with you! 

Minyan on the Move
Minyan on the Move will be at the MLK March on Jan. 20.

OWest End

OSherith Israel

OMicah

January Social Action Drive 
In support of the Oasis Center homeless youth initiative, Micah is collecting items 

during the month of January. There will be large wooden bins in the Micah foyer to collect 
donations. For a full of list of items, please visit our Social Justice & Action Page. 

The Blessing of Longing
As part of the Courageous Parent Learning Series, join us for a session led by Daniella 

Pressner, head of Akiva School. In this session, “The Blessing of Longing: Thinking Deep-
ly about Gratitude and Longing in Your Child’s Everyday Life,” we will consider the ben-
efits of sometimes saying “no” and the impact it can have on a child’s sense of gratitude, 
community and self. The program will be on Jan. 26 at 10 a.m.

Shabbat Unplugged
An intimate, semi-circle of prayer and storytelling. Services are held in the chapel, with 

no screens and no streaming. This month’s services will be on Jan. 10, 17 and 31 at 6 p.m. 

Room in the Inn
Room in the Inn is a national program that provides food and shelter for the homeless 

in houses of worship throughout participating cities in the United States. On Jan. 19, help 
us prepare food, serve the evening meal, set up the sleeping area or overnight as hosts with 
our guests. To volunteer, sign up on our website via our Social Action Projects page.

Bagels, Love and Torah
Come have a B.L.T. with the rabbi… That’s Bagels, Learning and Torah! Torah Study 

starts at 9 a.m. on Saturdays. Join us for fresh bagels and coffee! Bring your friends for 
some nourishment of both mind and body — Jewish style!

Schmooze and Views 
Join us on Thursdays at 10:15 a.m. for a lively current events discussion with the rabbi; 

snacks and coffee provided.

Mah Jongg
Meets Tuesdays from 12:30 to 3:30 p.m. For beginners (lessons at 12:30) and estab-

lished players. Questions? Contact Paula Kirwan at pgkwn@comcast.net .

Intro To Judaism Class Returns
Once again, West End Synagogue will be partnering with American Jewish University 

in hosting the very prestigious Miller Introduction to Judaism Program. Rabbi Joshua 
Kullock will be teaching the four-month class and everyone is invited to join. 

This learning opportunity, which begins January 5 and runs through May 3, is in part-
nership with the Miller Introduction to Judaism Program of the American Jewish Univer-
sity. Classes will run every Sunday from 9:30 to 11 a.m. 

The cost for WES members is $36 (couples $50) and for non-members is $180. Don’t 
miss the opportunity to learn with Rabbi Kullock, make new friends and explore Judaism 
in new and deeper ways. For more information, check out the website at intro.aju.edu. We 
encourage you to please register at linda@westendsyn.org or call 269-4592 ext. 12 so that 
we can plan for materials and the room location of the class. 

We hope to see you soon!

Scholar in Residence Save The Date
Rabbi Elie Kaunfer, president and CEO of the Hadar Institute, will be joining us for 

a Scholar in Residence weekend on Feb. 29 to March 1. More detals will be announced 
soon. Elie has previously worked as a journalist, banker, and corporate fraud investigator. 
A graduate of Harvard College, Kaunfer completed his doctorate in liturgy at the Jewish 
Theological Seminary, where he was also ordained. A Wexner Graduate Fellow and Dorot 
Fellow, he is a co-founder of the independent minyan Kehilat Hadar and has been named 
multiple times to Newsweek’s list of the top 50 rabbis in America. He has also worked as 
a journalist, banker and corporate fraud investigator. Kaunfer is also the author of “Em-
powered Judaism: What Independent Minyanim Can Teach Us About Building Vibrant 
Jewish Communities.”

Jews and Fantasy Literature
Join us for a special Scholar-in-Residence program the weekend of Jan 17. Friday night, 

Professor Weingard will speak on “Fairies and Pharisees: Jews and the Roots of Fantasy 
Literature.” The program will be during dessert after Friday night services.  

On Shabbat after the kiddush luncheon, Weingard will speak on “Fairyland, Zion, and 
the Geography of Desire.” 

Weingrad is a professor of Jewish Studies at Portland State University and the author of 
two books on modern Hebrew literature. He is a frequent contributor to Mosaic and the 
Jewish Review of Books and is currently working on a book about Jews and fantasy litera-
ture. RSVP for Friday night dinner to Janet at office@sherithisrael.com. $18/adult, $12/
child, or $60/family. Babysitting available. Shabbat afternoon kiddush luncheon is free.
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OChabad

At Our Congregations…

Chabad to host Tennessee Shabbat 
Weekend Retreat at The Bobby

Chabad of Nashville and Chabad of Memphis will be host-
ing a Shabbat Weekend Retreat at the Bobby Hotel in down-
town Nashville, the weekend of Jan. 10 to 12.

The weekend will feature author and orator Rabbi Ari Sol-
ish, the founder and director of the Intown Jewish Academy 
in Atlanta, as scholar in residence. The retreat will also feature 
Cantor Shmuly Hurwitz from New York, who will lead the 
Shabbat services, entertain over the weekend and perform a 
musical Havdalah kumzitz on Saturday night.

Participants will get to enjoy delicious catered meals and 
riveting lectures in a beautiful Shabbat atmosphere, said Rab-
bi Yitzchok Tiechtel of Chabad. “It will be a great weekend of 
friendship and camaraderie with members of Jewish communities across the state of Ten-
nessee, hosted at one of Nashville’s newest boutique hotels, the exclusive Bobby Hotel.”

The Hotel is a vibrant lifestyle hotel unlike any other in the heart of Music City, on 
historic Printers Alley in Downtown Nashville just steps away from the bustle of the down-
town music scene, yet far enough away to get some quiet shuteye. This weekend will be an 
all-inclusive Shabbat ClubMed experience. 

Members of the Nashville Jewish community are invited to join for the entire weekend, 
or partake in some or all of the events, which includes Friday evening dinner, the Shabbat 
day lunch, or the Saturday evening Havdalah musical presentation and  a gourmet sit-
down dinner.

The Tennessee Shabbaton will begin on Jan. 10th at 6 p.m., and conclude the morning 
of Jan. 12. Chabad was able to secure a very special rate for this Shabbat retreat to make 
it affordable for all.

Space is limited at the hotel and reservations are on a first come basis. RSVPs are re-
quired by Jan. 6. For more information and registration, visit www.Chabadnashville.com/
Shabbaton or call Chabad at (615) 646-5750.

BLT: Bagels, Lox and Tanya
Join friends for a morning of bagels, lox and Tanya (Jewish mysticism) on Jan. 19 at 10 

a.m. Partake in a delicious spread of bagels, lox, cream cheese, and freshly brewed coffee as 
you learn from the Holy Book of the Tanya. The lesson is taught by lay leadership, starting 
with Doug Revere, who has been a longtime student of these teachings. Nourish your 
Mind, Body and Soul with BLT at Chabad of Nashville.

Chabad offers new course: Biblical 
Tales of Kings, Warriors and Prophets

During the winter of 2019, Chabad of Nashville offered a most successful course on 
the Biblical Book of Judges that was attended by many students from a cross spectrum of 
the Nashville community. Due the great success of this course and by a great demand from 
many participants, Chabad will be presenting a new course on “Biblical Tales of Kings, 
Warriors and Prophets,” on the Book of Samuel. This will take place over eight Wednes-
day evenings, beginning Jan. 8, at 7:30 p.m.

The Book of Samuel records the story of Hannah the prophetess, the birth of Samuel 

the Prophet, the rise and fall of King Saul, and the story of King David’s life, including the 
establishment of Jerusalem as the Eternal Capital of the Jewish people.

Participants will be immersed in the richness of the Jewish Scriptures and discover the 
hidden meanings that have been lost over centuries of translations, and delve into the 
fascinating world of the ancient prophets of Israel. This new learning opportunity explores 
the dramatic stories and powerful messages contained in the Book of Samuel.

The lessons will take place in the Oak Library at Chabad of Nashville. For more infor-
mation or to register go to www.chabadnashville.com or call (615) 646-5750.

Rabbi Ari Solish
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University
Continued from front page

ISJL names Herzog 
development director

Risa Klein Herzog of Nashville has joined the staff of the 
Jackson-based Goldring/Woldenberg Institute of Southern 
Jewish Life as director of development. 

Herzog will remain in Nashville, working remotely for 
the ISJL and traveling frequently on their behalf. She brings 
30 years of development experience to the team, having 
worked for 22 years at the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee, and eight years in the secular non-
profit world at the Cystic Fibrosis Foundation and the Ten-
nessee Performing Arts Center.

“I’ve kept an eye on the ISJL as it developed over the 
years,” says Herzog. “My hometown, Nashville, is a larger 
Southern Jewish community, and my husband, Drew, grew up in Meridian, Mississippi. 
So I’ve long known of the importance the ISJL has and how it impacts so many Southern 
Jewish communities, never forgetting the smaller and under-served communities like Me-
ridian while also partnering with larger communities like Nashville. I’m honored to join 
the ISJL at such an important time in the organization’s history, and I’m so excited to 
connect with communities and help take the ISJL to the next level.” 

The ISJL will celebrate its 20th anniversary in 2020. The organization’s staff and board 
are planning a “Year of Vision,” with lots of engagement throughout the year including 
strategic planning, events and continued partnerships with communities across the South. 

University of Haifa and the 
Technion. The next day, 
the visit to Tel Aviv Univer-
sity included three tracks 
— agriculture and sustain-
ability, engineering, and 
management and entrepre-
neurship.

They went south to vis-
it the Weizmann Institute 
and Hebrew University 
Rehovot, then visited Ben 
Gurion University in Beer-
sheva before heading to Jerusalem.

In Jerusalem, they spent most of the 
day at Hebrew University on Mount Sco-
pus, before heading to Yad Vashem for an 
afternoon tour. That evening, they experi-
enced the Tower of David sound and light 
show, and the final full day was spent tour-
ing Jerusalem.

After the visit to Yad Vashem, Sedek 
said there was a “really good conversation” 
with Boyd and others about how incidents 
like the antisemitic graffiti on The Rock in 
September affect Jewish students, “It’s hard 
to understand until you realize this has 
been happening for centuries,” she said.

Roughly three-fourths of those on the 
trip had never been to Israel. For Sedek, 
an added benefit of this trip was being able 
to visit Christian sites she had never seen 
before.

In addition to the academic meetings, 
they also had a geopolitical briefing from a 
retired Israel Defense Forces colonel, a pre-
sentation from the U.S. embassy, a back-
ground on Israeli politics.

Boyd said they “we explored a variety of 
connections in the STEM and humanities 
disciplines. We learned about the cultiva-
tion of an entrepreneurial spirit and how 
to support this mindset on our campuses. 
We observed how public education and 
private sector businesses engage with one 
another to share ideas and solve problems 
leading both to prosper.”

There are already some collaborations 
between Tennessee and Israel, and some 
Israeli students at Tennessee, but this was 
seen as a way to expand those programs, at-
tract more Israel students and learn about 
programs in Israel in a wide range of dis-
ciplines.

In the delegation, there was a research-
er from the agriculture school who had 
written a grant with a researcher from Isra-
el, but they had never met. It turned out, 
when the delegation was at Hebrew Uni-
versity, that Israeli researcher was giving a 
talk at Hebrew University, and when he 
went to get coffee in the cafeteria he saw 
all the Tennessee nametags. “It was so Isra-
el,” Sedek said.

One evening, a Palestinian student 
who spent a summer at Tennessee joined 
the group and indicated he is exploring 
other programs at Tennessee.

Following the trip, the university has 
assembled over 50 action items from the 
mission, from expanding study opportuni-
ties in Israel to recruiting students, putting 
together seminars on a range of topics, 
developing research partnerships, student 
and faculty exchanges, collaborative fund-
ing opportunities, and exploring a center 
for Judaic studies at Tennessee.

In addition to learning about Israel, 
“our meetings allowed us to share about all 
of the remarkable work that the UT Sys-
tem is engaged in,” Boyd said.

“It was an amazing experience to work 
with them, Sedek said, “and I’m glad we 
were able to hit all of their goals.”

“We are appreciative of the commit-
ment and the passion our Jewish Federa-
tion partners brought to our program and 
the opportunity to grow our collabora-
tion here in our state,” Boyd said. “This 
program solidified for me and the rest of 
the delegation that UT must prioritize its 
commitment to being a globally-engaged 
higher education system — it impacts our 
students and will drive the future of our 
state.”

Calling Local Artists!
In April, there will be an exhibit at the Sig Held 

Gallery at the Gordon Jewish Community Center of 
Nashville, focusing on the history of the Jewish press.

Carrie Mills, curator of the exhibit, is looking 
for artists who would like to create a piece of art in-
corporating older Observer newspapers and Guide 
to Jewish Nashville magazines. Back copies can be 
picked up from her office.

The created art needs to focus on the importance 
of the Jewish press, and the press in general, in soci-
ety and in the world.

Further details and guidelines will be available 
when picking up papers, or contact her at carrie@
nashvillejcc.org.
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Let Blue Tone Music Set The Mood
Blue Tone Music is Nashville’s premier boutique booking and talent agency and the 

home of The Nashville Blue Tones, classical Blue Tone Chamber Players, and The Blue 
Tone Jazz Orchestra.

Blue Tone Music is a full-service wedding music company. We provide ceremony mu-
sicians along with sound production and technicians, cocktail and dinner music, wireless 
mic for toasts, emcee services for announcements throughout the evening, and of course, 
fun party music that will keep the dance floor full all night long!

We love to listen to our clients. We know your wedding is a once-in-a-lifetime event 
and our goal is to provide the perfect musicians and music to make your special day truly 
something to remember.

Every reception and ceremony is unique and the possibilities are endless. Create the 
perfect musical impression with Blue Tone Music. The nation’s finest musicians are just a 
click or call away, at bluetonemusicusa.com or (615) 352-6358.

Bobbie Limor Catering Makes 
Your Event Memorable

I am a classically trained musician, having played with the Nashville Symphony for 9 
years. I taught cello for many years and I loved being part of the Nashville music scene; 
however, as our family grew, I wanted to do something else that had more flexible hours 
while still allowing me to be creative. When Alex and I entertained, I always got great 
feedback for the meals that I prepared and served. I have always enjoyed cooking and have 
continued to take classes and improve my skills throughout the years.

I began my catering business about 30 years ago when my children were small, so I 
could still be there for them when I was needed. At one time, I drove a 12-pasenger van: 
having a vehicle that large was wonderful for our family, ideal for catering and I was the 
most popular mom when it came time to drive for school field trips!!

I love to cook and I love helping the families with whom I work have a wonderful and 
memorable event or simcha. I know how much fun entertaining can be when the details 
are taken care of and one can just enjoy their own party. Making your event a huge success 
is my goal. I work in all the congregations and for the Jewish agencies in Nashville. I have 
catered lunch and dinners for 10, weddings and Bar/Bat Mitzvot, and events for 1000. I 
want your party to be everything that you have dreamed it would be and I will do my best 
to ensure the success of your event. I would be honored to work with you and your family.

I hope that we can chat soon about your upcoming event. I look forward to meeting 
you! Contact me at (615) 479-2934.

Carrie Mills Designs: Customized 
art for your special occasion

Carrie Mills, fashion designer, illustrator and Parson School of Design alumna, creates 
customized art for your special occasions. 

How wonderful for a bride to own a one-of-a-kind illustration marking her once-in-a-
lifetime day, or a portrait of the happy couple who just became engaged.

What about the gift of a personalized mixed media beautiful collage, forever commem-
orating a loved one’s life or a special occasion?

Invite Carrie to create a piece of art, in her unique and elegant style, that will be cele-
brated in the moment and passed down for generations to come.

Make your special day even more memorable with an original work of art highlighting 
your special moment or a loved ones’ life. It makes for a truly original great wedding, bar 
or bat mitzvah, anniversary or birthday gift. For more information please visit www.carrie-
mills.org or call (615) 210-5044.

 

Green Hills Hampton Inn & Suites: 
Make your guests feel at home

Complete confidence that out-of-town guests will feel “right at home” is a primary 
concern for every host or hostess, no matter what the social event. Hampton Inn & Suites 
— Green Hills specializes in just that: making our home their home-away-from-home while 
they attend your special event.

We are a boutique-style select service hotel in the heart of Green Hills’ fantastic shop-
ping, dining and entertainment district. We can offer both comfortable standard rooms 
and spacious residential king suites with fully furnished kitchens.

We provide your guests with complimentary cost-saving services and amenities that oth-
er hotels often add to their bills. Our rate includes free parking, internet access, local calls 
and our highly praised daily breakfast buffet with hot items. The facility offers a computer 
center, fitness facility, and laundry services for the convenience of guests during their visit.

The atrium-style sixth floor Belle Meade room offers a dynamic view of the Green Hills 
area, perfect for bridesmaid luncheons, rehearsal dinners, receptions and birthday parties. 
To keep your visitors entertained during those free times of your special event, we are in 
walking distance of the Mall at Green Hills, 15 restaurants and a 16-screen cinema.

Contact our sales department to learn how we can help relieve some of the responsibil-
ities so you can better enjoy your next social event. Find out more at www.nashgreenhills-
suites.hamptoninn.com.

Norma Shirk
HR Services

Corporate Compliance Risk Advisor, LLC

• Specializing in small businesses

• HR polices & processes to fit your 
company’s size

• No monthly fee or contract required

Contact Norma Shirk
norma.shirk@complianceriskadvisor.com

615-479-1832           www.complianceriskadvisor.com
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*Presented without the Nashville Symphony.

Your Nashville Symphony  
Live at the Schermerhorn  

Star-Studded Tribute • february 13

CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION
A DIAMOND ANNIVERSARY LOVE STORY IN SONG

january 26

january 16 to 18

january 24*

A CAPPELLA DISNEY  
SHOWSTOPPERS

january 21*

NFM WROCŁAW  
PHILHARMONIC   

Guerrero Conducts

JANUARY 10 TO 12

P R O K O F I E V ’ S  
ROMEO & 
JULIET

february 6 to 9

in concert  

february 14

Patti 
LaBelle

Valentine's with

615.687.6400 
NashvilleSymphony.org

WITH SUPPORT FROMCONCERT PARTNERS
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Goldie Shepard Catering  
“The Best” for 27 Years

Goldie Shepard Catering has been serving the Nashville Jewish Community for 27 
years.

If you were to ask Goldie about her business, here is what she would tell you. “I love 
my customers. I especially love the seniors. I love the students at Vanderbilt Hillel. Most of 
all, I love watching my Bar and Bat Mitzvah kids grow up.”

When it comes to Goldie Shepard Catering, there is no event too small. She will always 
accommodate a Bris or Shiva even if it is last minute, since occasions such as this are very 
important to her.

If you ask anyone whose event was catered by Goldie, and there are many, you will 
always hear, “She’s the best!” 

There’s a reason her business has been thriving for 27 years and why she is still making 
a lot of kugel!

Simchas are time to plan for future
A Simcha is a wonderful life cycle event. Some of the most impactful of these occasions 

are engagements, marriages, births of children and even moving out on one’s own.
These changes in our lives should not be taken lightly. Sometimes, lost in the excite-

ment, is a plan for our future and financial well-being. It is never too soon to secure the ad-
vice of a wealth manager and a Real Estate Professional. By putting focus on these aspects 
of your life, you will be a step ahead of many people.

Consulting with a knowledgeable and empathetic Realtor can make a huge difference 
in your asset accumulation. Whether you are starting out with your first apartment or 
home, upsizing or downsizing, it is advantageous to connect with someone who under-
stands your needs and has the experience to guide you through the process. 

Mazel tov on whichever stage of life you are entering. Each day is a gift, make the most 
of it. 

Lorna Graff, Broker, CRS, GRI, ABR. Zeitlin Sotheby’s International Realty, (615) 
351-5343. www.lorna.graff.zeitlin.com

Host Your Event at  
Maggiano’s Little Italy

Maggiano’s Little Italy, located on West End, would love to host your event! We are 
known for our spacious ballroom, elegant décor and made-from-scratch Italian Food. We 
can accommodate any dietary need, including Kosher-style dining. 

Whether it’s a small business meeting or large gathering, we have got you covered. We 
also have free parking that is easy to access and in-house AV equipment for your event. 

Don’t forget our main dining room for a small lunch or dinner, or catering to any off-
site events you are planning. We want to make you and your guests feel special. Call us at 
(615) 514-0280 for some more information.

Celebrate your company’s  
most valuable resource

Employees are the most valuable resource in your business. They are the point of con-
tact for your customers. They do the work that keeps your company running. Yet employees 
often feel unappreciated because their company’s employment practices are so unfriendly. 

So kick off the new year with good human resources practices that show you care about 
your most valuable business asset. HR policies should emphasize rewarding employees for 
striving to do their best, rather than penalizing their mistakes. You’ll have happier employ-
ees and a more profitable company. 

Corporate Compliance Risk Advisor, LLC helps small companies create HR practic-
es that recognize the contribution of employees while protecting the company’s bottom 
line. We explain which employment laws apply to small companies based on how many 
employees they have and what they need to do to comply with those laws. Then we help 
them integrate HR compliance into their company-wide compliance programs so that they 
reduce their risk of loss. 

Corporate Compliance Risk Advisor offers a free consultation to prospective clients to 
discuss what they need and how we can help. We offer several payment options to clients 
which are designed to fit a small company’s budget and cash-flow. Contact Norma Shirk at 
(615) 497-1832 or norma.shirk@complianceriskadvisor.com.

Thank You from RED Spirits and Wine
As the calendar year of 2019 has come to a close, our team at RED Spirits and Wine 

would like to extend our sincerest gratitude to the Nashville JCC and all of our guests for 
the wonderful support that we have received during the eight years since we first opened 
our doors in Bellevue. We hope that this holiday season has brought everyone in our com-
munity an opportunity to cherish special time with friends and family. Mazel Tov! 

Being a local business, we feel extremely fortunate to have such a wonderful support 
base. In fact, we like to say that the “best thing” about RED is our fabulous customers! We 
look forward 2020 and hope to see a lot of familiar faces, along with some new ones too! 

Again, we wish that everyone reading this is blessed with health, happiness, love, and 
peace! Shalom.
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Whether you are planning a small, 
intimate ceremony or a large gathering 

of family and friends, the Tennessee 
State Museum offers a unique setting 

for your special occasion. 

Our event manager will be happy to provide you with a tour & more information: events@tnmuseum.org
1000 Rosa L. Parks Blvd., Nashville, TN 37208  |  615.741.2692  |  tnmuseum.org

Photo by Sarah Sidwell Photography
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Mazel Tov from Argent Trust
Mazel Tov! Your daughter just gave birth to a healthy baby girl. You want to help her 

financially but are not sure of the best way to help. Outright gifts of cash for immediate 
needs, saving for future educational expenses through a 529 plan, creating a trust that 
can grow with your loved one — these are all great options, but finding the right one takes 
planning. The staff at Argent Trust can help you decide how much to give to your children 
and grandchildren and when to give it to them. 

Moments of joy, simchas, are to be celebrated. They are also a wonderful opportunity 
to review your financial plan. Argent Trust has assisted clients as they plan to celebrate a 
birth, Bar/Bat Mitzvah, graduation, marriage, new home, sale of business, retirement and 
more! Contact your CPA, attorney or Argent Trust at mhirt@argenttrust.com or (615) 385-
2718 to start a conversation.

Sperry’s Restaurant: 45 years of 
impeccable food and service 

 Sperry’s Restaurant is a timeless Nashville tradition and award-winning, family-owned 
dining destination with locations in the heart of Belle Meade and Cool Springs. 

Since 1974, Sperry’s has impeccably served high-quality food in a comfortable, old 
English atmosphere. Using only the finest ingredients and products available – including 
aged, heavily-marbled beef, the freshest seafood available, premium cheeses, oils and spices 
– Sperry’s food is as fresh as it gets. Known for its undisputed attention to culinary detail, 
Southern hospitality and inviting ambience, Sperry’s can accommodate an intimate din-
ner for two or help you entertain a party of 75. 

In addition to being one of the best steakhouses in the Southeast, Sperry’s boasts an 
extensive wine list with more than 188 selections, as well as a weekly happy hour that 
features unbeatable deals on martinis, wines, spirits and small-plate food options, fondly 
called Burton’s Bites, after owner Al Thomas’ grandfather, Burton Sperry. 

Must-try menu items at Sperry’s include delicious beef entrees, its famous salad bar 
complete with home-made green goddess dressing and the bananas foster dessert. Sperry’s 
Restaurants are located at 5109 Harding Pike just past the Belle Meade Plantation and in 
Cool Springs at 650 Frazier Drive next to Thomasville Furniture. 

Be sure to visit Sperry’s Mercantile Meat and Seafood Market for fresh steaks, seafood, 
sides, dressings and more. Sperry’s Mercantile is open Monday-Saturday, 10 a.m. to 6 p.m. 
and is located directly behind the Belle Meade location. 

Go to www.sperrys.comfor more information and to make reservations.

The Pargh Team is excited for 
the new year

Did you know? 54 percent of homebuyers are willing to pay more for hardwood floors. 
For every $100 you invest in staging your home, $400 is the potential return. 53 percent of 
sellers’ agents say staging decreases a property’s time on market.

The Pargh Team is beyond excited for this New Year and starting 2020 by celebrating 
their first anniversary as founding agents of Compass Nashville. With advanced technol-
ogy services, the ability to pre-market listings, and an amazing concierge service, Compass 
gives the team an even bigger opportunity to offer their clients the home that is just right 
for them, and an experience as stress free and successful as possible. 

Offering more than 100 home improvement services, Compass Concierge will front 
the cost of services such as painting, flooring, staging, roofing, fencing and more, with no 
interest or fees, ever. When you work with The Pargh Team, don’t be surprised if the home 
you end up buying never even goes on the market. The Compass advantage of networking 
with hundreds of other realtors that are collaborating with each other about pre-market 
listings, allows the agents a jumpstart for both buying and selling properties. 

So treat yourself to a new home this year, with the expertise, knowledge, experience, 
support and guidance from The Pargh Team. To find out more about the concierge ser-
vices, or for any real estate needs or questions, please call or text Franklin at (615) 351-
7333 or Lana at (615) 504-2685, or at www.pargh.com. Follow us on facebook @parghteam 
and instagram @theparghteam.

The Tennessee State Museum
The Tennessee State Museum, on the corner of Rosa L. Parks Blvd. and Jefferson Street 

at Bicentennial Capitol Mall State Park, is home to 13,000 years of Tennessee art and his-
tory. Through six permanent exhibitions titled “Natural History,” “First Peoples,” “Forg-
ing a Nation (1760-1860),” “The Civil War and Reconstruction (1860-1870),” “Change 
and Challenge (1870-1945)” and “Tennessee Transforms (1945-Present),” the Museum 
takes visitors on a journey – through artifacts, films, interactive displays, events and educa-
tional programing – from the state’s geological beginnings to the present day. 

Beyond exhibition spaces, the Museum’s two-story Grand Hall, second floor rotunda 
and wrap-around veranda all offer stunning views of downtown Nashville, providing the 
perfect setting for weddings and other celebrations, while the state-of-the-art Digital Lean-
ing Center offers ample and flexible space for conferences, lectures, film screenings and 
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more. All events can be enhanced with access to the museum’s exhibitions. 
Since it has opened, the Museum has hosted dozens of conferences, corporate events, 

symposiums, film screenings and parties. As each event has its own unique theme tailored 
to its celebrants, event designers have continually transformed the flexible space to make 
the experience special for the attendees. Underneath the Grand Hall’s 96 lights, on the 
three inlaid stars, designers have had seated dinners at 10-top tables with service from 
the Museum’s ample catering kitchen, to highboy cocktail tables with servers making the 
rounds. 

For more information about booking your event at the Museum, please visit tnmuse-
um.org/venue-rental or write events@tnmuseum.org.

Zeitlin Sotheby’s International 
Realty rooted in Middle Tennessee

Zeitlin Sotheby’s International Realty was founded by Shirley Zeitlin in 1979. Today, 
the firm has three offices and over 150 Realtors with an established record of providing 
first-class service by combining local expertise with a world-renowned brand. The Sothe-
by’s International Realty network encompasses over 990 offices in 72 countries and terri-
tories, providing true global reach for our clients and the properties we represent. Whether 
you’re moving across the country or across the street, our experienced and professional 
associates will ease your transition with their extraordinary knowledge base and commit-
ment to customer service.

Zeitlin is deeply rooted in Middle Tennessee, and the company is committed and hon-
ored to lead the industry in our commitment to community involvement, emphasizing the 
importance of giving back to the neighborhoods in which we serve. The Zeitlin Charitable 
Fund has contributed to non-profit organizations, providing countless meals, shelter and 
support for people living in under-resourced areas in our region. We aim to continuously 
pay it forward. Contact us in Green Hills, (615) 383-0183; Belle Meade, (615) 202-7777 or 
in Franklin, (615) 794-0833, or online at zeitlin.com.

One-Stop Shopping at The 
Temple Gift Shop

The Temple Gift Shop is the place to go when you are looking for that unique gift, 
whether for the holidays, B’nai Mitzvot, weddings, Bris or baby namings, or a special gift 
for a Friday night Shabbat host. You will find gift-giving made easy with our wonderful 
new selections and you might just find something for yourself. We are happy to take special 
orders. 

ADVERTORIAL SECTION
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Kick Off the Year with a 
Symphony Salute to Vienna

Looking for something different to kick off your 2020? The stunning Salute to Vienna 
concert experience at Schermerhorn Symphony Center on Jan. 3 may be for you! 

This extravaganza of music and dance – inspired by the traditional New Year’s concert 
that has taken place in Vienna every year for more than eight decades called the Neujahrz-
konzert – comes to the Schermerhorn for the first time in 2020, and nothing captures the 
charm and romance of Vienna’s golden hour quite like it. 

Spectacular music abounds, as conductor Michael Zehetner will lead the Strauss Sym-
phony of America in the music of Johann Strauss, Franz Lehár and their contemporaries. 
You’ll hear the beloved Blue Danube Waltz, as well as selections from Die Fledermaus, 
The Merry Widow and more, which will be enhanced further by a pair world-class vocal-
ists — soprano Jennifer Davison and tenor Brian Cheney. Adding to the drama and beauty 
will be dancers from National Ballet of Hungary and International Champion Ballroom 
Dancers, all in dazzling costumes, to create a truly unique experience that will fill the room 
with the sights and sounds of Vienna at the turn of the 20th century.

Salute to Vienna has earned a dedicated following throughout North America, and it 
is tailor-made for the superior acoustics and warm intimacy of the Schermerhorn’s Laura 
Turner Hall. And as an added bonus, you can save 10 percent when purchasing four or 
more tickets, making this the perfect night out for groups of friends or family!

For more information and to purchase tickets, just visit NashvilleSymphony.org/Salu-
teToVienna.

ADVERTORIAL SECTION

Gordon JCC galleries feature 
Reeves, Goin, Akiva student art

On Jan. 8 the Gordon Jewish Community 
Center Galleries will hold the monthly reception 
to honor the month’s artists.

The Janet Levine March Gallery will feature 
the paintings of self-taught artist Michelle Reeves. 
Reeves has spent a lifetime exploring the emotional 
effect of color. Informed by her career as a make-up 
artist, she considers herself more of a colorist, and 
appreciating the effect color has on everyone is key 
to her paintings. Reeves’s work is abstract/expres-
sionism with a dash of realism. Colors, forms and 
textures inspired by nature are the key components 
and consideration for her paintings

The JLMG2 Gallery will feature the photogra-
phy of Beth Rose Goin. Goin studies at the Nova 
Scotia College of Art and Design. She lives in 
Nashville, where she homeschools her five children 
and teaches photography. This is her first exhibit at the Gordon JCC galleries.

The Sig Held Gallery will feature the student art from Akiva Day School.
The house gallery will continue its feature of the 

Under One Roof annual exhibit, a collective of piec-
es from various Nashville organizations reflecting on 
a common theme. This year’s theme is “Repairing 
the World.” 

The Jan. 8 reception will be from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. There will be henna by Seemi and music by DJ 
Joseph, along with complimentary food and bever-
age. The event is free and open to the public. The 
exhibits are open from Jan. 3 to 31.
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DENTIST
STEVEN R. HECKLIN DMD 
SHAWN H. SCHLESSEL DDS 
Cosmetic and Family Dentistry 

www.drhecklin.com
5606 Brookwood Place

615-356-7500

EDUCATION SERVICES

Francine Schwartz M.A. LPC NCC 
Independent Educational Consultant 
Helping students and families find, apply to 

and pay for the right fit college 
860-460-8829  

fschwartz@pathfindercounselingllc.com  
www.pathfindercounselingllc.com

INSURANCE
JAMES A. ROTHBERG

ADAM ROTHBERG
James A. Rothberg & Associates 

Office:  615-997-1833
Fax: 615-665-1300

1 Burton Hills Blvd.  Suite 220
Email: jrothberg@jarinsurance.com 

info@jarinsurance.com

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 

Marsha Jaffa, CIC; Van Robins, CIC 
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 615-665-9200 • www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC. 
Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business, 
Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection 
6213 Charlotte Pike, Nashville, TN 37209

615-356-1700      www.zanderins.com

MOVING & STORAGE

Let us exceed your expectations!
Pre/Post Move Organizing • Move Mgrs.
Packing • Unpacking • Sr. Downsizing

FREE CONSULTATION – 615.415.8920
www.HomeAndOfficeTransitions.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA

401 Commerce Street, Suite 1250
Nashville, TN 37219

(615) 245-4070 • marcumllp.com

APPLIANCES

ELECTRONIC EXPRESS is a leader in 
top quality, brand-name electronics and 
appliances at exceptionally low prices. 

Stocking the latest items, Electronic Ex-
press takes pride in providing customers 
with products at prices to fit any budget.  

From televisions, appliances, smart 
devices and cameras to security systems, 

furniture and mattresses, Electronic 
Express has everything to take your home 
to the next level. Electronic Express offers 
special financing, delivery and installation 
options. We make it happen! Visit us at 

any of our 18 locations or online at www.
electronicexpress.com

Lighting • Appliances • Hardware 
Kitchen • Plumbing • Accessories

Smart Home Products
Low Price Guarantee

615•843•3300
www.gohermitage.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY 

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate 
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 2250 
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

ATTORNEY (CONT.)

SARAH STEIN, ATTORNEY
Personal Injury

Mitch Grissim & Associates
325 Union Street

Nashville, TN 37201
615-255-9999

sarah@tnlaw.com

CAREGIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC 
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge® 

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best” 
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
505 N Main Street

Shelbyville, TN  37160
931-680-2771

www.familystaffing.com

Custom senior care for active, healthy
lifestyles. Affordable/no minimums.

Meals, meds, transportation & outings.
Memory loss and Hospital recovery.

Professional & screened care partners.
Locally owned. Call Moises for
Free assessment: 615-678-9223

www.curaforcare.com

CATERING

MAGGIANO’S
LITTLE ITALY

We Bring People Together to Celebrate the 
Love of Family and Friends

3106 West End Ave
(615) 514-0280

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD  ROSENBLUM, M.D. Eye 

Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital • Ph. 615-386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. JEFFREY SONSINO 

DR. MICHELE SONSINO 
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear 

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

DR. JAMES W. KIRKCONNELL
7640 Hwy 70 S, Ste 102
Nashville 615-662-7588

www.bec2020.com

ORTHODONTIST

GLUCK ORTHODONTICS 
Specialists in Orthodontics 
Dr. Joel Gluck DDS, MS

Dr. Jonathan Gluck DDS, MSD 
2002 Richard Jones Road A-200 

615.269.5903
drgluck.com

ORTHOPAEDIC SURGERY

DR. TODD A. RUBIN, M.D. 
Specializing in Hand & 

Upper Extremity Surgery 
Hughston Clinic Orthopaedics

615-342-6300

PROPERTY MANAGEMENT
GHERTNER & COMPANY 
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management 
Property Management since 1968

615-255-8531
www.ghertner.com

Olifecycles

B’nai Mitzvah
Isadore Macauley Rose

Isadore Macaulay Rose will become Bar Mitzvah at West End 
Synagogue on Jan. 18 at 9:30am.

Izzy is the son of Joanna Brichetto and Michael Rose, and broth-
er to Maggie Rose. His grandparents are Jean Brichetto, the late John 
H. Brichetto, Sr., Dr. Ryda D. Rose, and the late Dr. Isadore Rose.

Izzy is in the 7th grade at University School of Nashville, and en-
joys Chinese classes, reading, playing indie video games, and hiking 
at Warner Parks. He collects books for several Little Free Libraries, 
is in charge of a marker recycling program, and will be contributing 
to West End Synagogue’s Social Action Fund.

Nicholas Spigel 
Nicholas Spigel will become Bar Mitzvah at The Temple on Jan. 

25, at 11 a.m. 
Nicholas was born on Jan. 24, 2007, in Nashville. He is the son 

of Marci and David Spigel. His grandparents are Larry and Barbara 
Speller of Nashville,; Stuart and Sharon Spigel of Arrowsic, Me.; 
and Bill and Helen Humble of Nashville.

For his mitzvah project, Nicholas has been donating school sup-
plies to Project Pencil. Nicholas is in the 7th grade at University 
School of Nashville and enjoys sports, both playing and watching, 
mainly basketball. Nicholas SpigelIsadore Macauley Rose



The Jewish Observer January 2020 23

PSYCHOTHERAPY 
AND COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, PhD, LPC 
Psychotherapy for Individuals, 

Adolescents, Couples and Families 
nashvillepsychotherapyandcounseling.com 

Please contact: 615-473-4815
or ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE
Office:  615.463.3333

Joyce E. Friedman, REALTOR®, ABR
Helping You Move-On with Your Life

• Multi-Million Dollar Sales Producer
• Among Top 100 of 650 Crye-Leike 

Agents in Middle TN in 2018
• Luxury/Estate Residential Market Professional
• Complimentary Real Estate Consultation

C: (615) 714-1666 • O: (615) 373-2044
joyce@joycefriedmanproperties.com
www.joycefriedmanproperties.com

Franklin Pargh 
615-351-7333 

Franklin.pargh@compass.com
Lana Pargh

615-504-2685 
Lana.pargh@compass.com

www.pargh.com

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
REAL ESTATE (cont.)

www.zeitlin.com
Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH, CEO
615-383-0183 (bus.)
615-294-9880 (cell)

jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com 
www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

615-794-0833 (bus.)
615-351-5343 (cell)

lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR
615-383-0183 (bus.) 
615-973-1117 (cell) 

nanspeller2014@gmail.com

JENNIE ZAGNOEV
Affiliate Broker

615-383-0183 (bus.) 
615-838-2048 (cell) 

jennie.zagnoev@zeitlin.com

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!
Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR® 

www.JackieKarr.com
JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333

Advertise in our Professional Services Directory
Reach thousands of readers in the Nashville and Middle Tennessee area by taking 
advantage of this cost-effective way to reach a loyal repeat audience! Call Carrie 
Mills, Advertising Manager, to place your professional listing.  

615-354-1699   carrie@nashvillejcc.org

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 

Your Running/Walking 
Swimming Headquarters 

3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

615-383-0098

TALENT AND 
ENTERTAINMENT

Create your dream event with
The Blue Tone Chamber Players and The 

Nashville Blue Tones
Music City’s premier variety dance band!

(615) 352-6358
info@bluetonemusicusa.com

TRAVEL SERVICES

Expredia Cruise Ship Centers
A Full Service Travel Agency

Alan Cooper: Office: 629-202-8945
www.cruiseshipcenters.com/AlanCooper
7081 B Hwy 70 S / Kroger Shopping Ctr.

TREE SERVICES

Preserving the Natural Beauty of Trees 
and Shrubs. Specializing in the care of 
shade and ornamental trees and shrubs 

for residential and commercial properties.
Serving Nashville since 1978. 

615-373-4342 www.druidtree.com

Obituaries
Lottie Strupp

Lottie Metzger Strupp, 95, died peace-
fully of natural causes surrounded by her 
loving family in Alive Hospice in Nash-
ville on Nov. 21. She was born on Jan. 25, 
1924, in Stuttgart, Germany and emigrat-
ed to Chicago with her sister Ilse at age 
16, reuniting with her parents and sister, 
Leni, after 2 years of separation. She met 
her future husband, Hans Strupp, also a 
German Jewish refugee, in Washington, 
and they married in 1951 when she was 27. 
Over the course of the next 60 years, she 
raised her three children in Nashville and 
was highly active in her career at the Van-
derbilt Institute for Public Policy Studies.

Throughout her adulthood, Lottie 
was known for her energy and a remark-
able quickness of thought and action. Her 
friends often remarked that they couldn’t 
keep up with her. Indeed, a fiercely inde-
pendent woman, Lottie was known late 
in life for her daily walks, commitment to 

aerobics, her skills at pool and bridge, and 
her refusal to give up her car keys until her 
95th birthday. She lived a life of perpetual, 
unwavering commitment to her communi-
ty, volunteering at The Temple, Planned 
Parenthood, the Oasis House for Home-
less Teens, and won an award for her work 
with the Council on Aging.

Lottie is preceded in death by her 
parents, Arthur and Adele Metzger; her 
sister, Ilse Glaser; her husband, Hans 
Strupp; and her son, John Strupp. She 
is survived by her sister Leni; her daugh-
ters, Karen and Barb; her daughter-in-law, 
Dana Morris Strupp; her son-in-law, David 
Levitsky; and her 5 grandchildren, Mike, 
Emily, Josh, Suzanne, and Sarah, and one 
great-grandson, Jonah; born a week before 
her death. A grave-side service was held at 
The Temple Cemetery on Nov. 22. A cele-
bration of life will be held in a few months. 

In lieu of flowers, please send contribu-
tions to Alive Hospice, who took incredi-
ble care of Lottie and family the days pre-
ceding her passing. 

Alvin Myron Mazur
Alvin Myron Mazur, 89, passed away 

peacefully on Dec. 1 in Nashville. He was 
born on July 30, 1930 in Akron, Ohio. 
The son of the late Nathan and Anne Ma-
zur (nee Rosenthal), Al was the beloved 
husband for 61 years of Peggy (nee Green-
baum) and dear father of Alicia (Brian) 
Berg of Chicago. He was the cherished 
brother of Bert (deceased). 

“Big Al,” as he was known to friends, 
was an avid golfer. Despite failing health 
he continued making new friends as a 
starter at McCabe Golf Course. Although 
Al lived in Nashville for 50 years, on game 
day his heart belonged to the Browns, Cavs 
and Buckeyes. 

Al was a faithful member of Congrega-
tion Sherith Israel. Funeral services were 
held on Dec. 3 at the Chapel of Sherith 
Israel Cemetery. Shiva was observed at the 
home of Gail and Mike Wales. In lieu of 
flowers, donations may be made to Con-
gregation Sherith Israel.

Betty Kirshner
Betty Kirshner, 89, died on Dec. 5. The 

funeral was held at The Temple on Dec. 9, 
followed by burial at The Temple cemetery.

Robert Mansell Moses
It is with a profound sense of loss that 

we announce the passing of Robert “Bob” 
Mansell Moses on December 4, 2019 but 
with a deep sense of gratitude for his 71 
years of life. 

He was born in Cleveland, Ohio to 
Harold and Alice Moses, as the eldest 
child of four and the only boy among three 
sisters. Bob learned early on about eternal 
love, utmost respect and important family 
values which he maintained throughout 
his life.

Bob received an Engineering degree 
from Vanderbilt University, a Masters de-
gree in Business Administration from Tu-
lane University and a Juris Doctor degree 
from the Nashville School of Law. He was 
an accomplished pianist. He played piano 
at O’Charley’s Restaurant during college 
and later was president of a sound studio, 
Sound Media, in his early career. After 
business graduate school, he moved back 
to Nashville and joined Manuel Morton 
Eskind in the wholesale liquor and wine 
distribution business, Capitol Distributing 
Company. He later began his own liquor 
and wine distribution business with his 
brother-in-law Seth Eskind, forming Best 
Brands, Inc.

Bob is survived by his loving and devot-
ed wife of 47 years, Marlene Eskind Moses; 
his adoring children, Marissa Moses Russ 
(Manuel Benjamin Russ); Caroline Moses 
Sprouse (Lee Michael Sprouse) and Ryan 
Manuel Moses (Katherine Wood Moses). 
He is also survived by his three sisters, 
Cathy Moses Laderberg, Nancy Moses 
Mendelson, and Amy Moses Singer. Bob’s 
six beloved and treasured grandchildren 
are Eli Eskind Russ, Miriam Alice Russ, 
Hal Daniel Sprouse, Emilia Clark Sprouse, 
Hadley Shepherd Moses, and Reid Meyer 
Moses.

Bob was active and involved in his com-
munity. He was president of the Tennessee 
Wine and Spirits Wholesalers of Tennes-
see, a board member of both The Temple 
and West End Synagogue, president of 
the Harding Academy Board of Directors, 
president of the American Jewish Com-
mittee Nashville Branch, a member of the 
Zoning Board of Belle Meade, a member 
of the Keynote Board of Blair School of 
Music at Vanderbilt University, a member 
of the Tulane University President’s Coun-
cil and Parent’s Council, a member of 
the Democratic Executive Committee for 
Davidson County and a Nashville Rotary 
Club member for three decades.

Bob’s love of life and people were a true 
gift to all who knew him. He maintained 
a smile which conveyed warmth and com-
passion even to strangers. There were no fa-
vors too large or too small that Bob would 
not do for others. He delighted in sharing 
life’s joys with his family and friends. He 
will be greatly missed by all who loved him.

A celebration of Bob’s life was held at 
The Temple on Dec. 8 following a private 
burial ceremony. In lieu of flowers the 
family requests that donations be made in 
memory of Bob to Abe’s Garden, Harding 
Academy or W.O. Smith Music School.



 24 January 2020 The Jewish Observer

“When I marched
in Selma, I felt my 
legs were praying.

”
- Rabbi Abraham Joshua Heshel

Co-sponsored by

deborah@jewishnashville.org or 615-354-1637

JOIN US FOR THE
MLK DAY MARCH
Monday, January 20th

Bus leaves Gordon JCC at 9:15AM 
801 Percy Warner Blvd.

Nashville, TN 37205

Bus leaves Elmington Park at 9:30AM 
3531 West End Ave.
Nashville, TN 37205

March begins at 10AM from 
Jefferson Street Baptist Church

OPEN TO THE ENTIRE COMMUNITY 
Especially families and children.

 Bus Space Limited   -  RSVP by Thursday, 1/16 to 
Deborah Oleshansky


