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The Jewish Federation and Jewish Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee 
believes in creating welcoming, inclusive spaces for everyone in the Jewish 
community.  Recent efforts have included outreach and grants to agencies and groups 
who have not previously had a formal relationship with The Federation, but who have 
created innovative, creative programming.  In addition, The Lori Ann Fishel Fund for 
Special Needs, housed in the Federation’s Jewish Foundation, has expanded its focus to 
offer grants to organizations, as well as to individuals.  Both initiatives have served to 
broaden the reach of the services and programs of The Jewish Federation.  Brad Fishel, 
Co-chair of the Inclusion Committee of The Jewish Federation, says he is proud of the 
efforts being made, “The Federation is taking the lead in the community by raising 
awareness of the need for greater inclusion.”  
  
A key component of the various inclusion efforts has been to offer workshops presented 
by both the Federation’s Grants Committee and Inclusion Committee.  The workshops 
help provide information about the grants process, inclusion efforts, and are an 
opportunity for The Federation’s professional staff and volunteers to hear from community 
members.  The Grants Committee workshop was very well received and resulted in an 
increase in applications for Innovation Grants.  2021 Grants Committee Co-chair Gary 
Fradkin, says, “The Grants Committee Co-chairs and staff were pleased to be able to 
support four different initiatives which support a wide spectrum in the community.”  He 
adds that the committee hopes to expand the funds available for Innovation Grants in 
the coming year.  
  
The Inclusion Committee has also worked hard to help people in the community to be 
able to participate in and enjoy the programs and services offered by local Jewish 
agencies, congregations, and organizations.  The Lori Ann Fishel Fund provided grants to 
the new Outdoor Learning Environment at The Temple, hire a trained inclusion specialist 
for Camp Davis at the Gordon Jewish Community Center, install a special hearing loop 
device at Congregation Sherith Israel, and provide a guidance counselor at Akiva 
School.  These services are lighting the way for more and more participation in the Jewish 
community in Nashville.  Inclusion Committee Co-chair Sandy Cohen says she believes 
the efforts being made are important examples of living Jewish values.  “It is my hope 
that our Nashville Jewish community will one day serve as a model of inclusivity for 
differently abled people and is committed to being responsive to the needs of each 
person that wants to participate in being Jewish in Nashville.” 
 


