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A Publication of 

the protests. The committee will be
releasing its suggestions for socioeco-
nomic reforms in the next few weeks.

Yet Israelis are wondering pre-
cisely what sort of change will result
from the summer of protest. Will it
come to an abrupt end with recom-
mendations to cut some budgets and

augment others, or will there be a
more far-reaching transformation of
Israeli politics?

Unquestionably it is the first
time that “Israelis got a sense of
empowerment that they can change
things, that they can get organized 

Continued on page 8

By Jessica Steinberg

JERUSALEM (JTA) — The
demonstrations the night of Sept. 3
by more than 400,000 Israelis calling
for social justice represented a power-
ful climax to an unprecedented sum-
mer of protests and activism.

The nationwide protests, billed
as the March of the Million, have
been called the largest demonstration
in Israel’s history. Whether they ven-
tured out in person — in Tel Aviv,
Jerusalem, Haifa and many smaller
cities throughout Israel — or
watched the protests on television,
many Israelis felt galvanized by the
mass mobilization.

The next morning, as some pro-
testers headed home after disman-
tling the tents they had raised in city
parks this summer, organizers said the
movement was entering a new phase.

For now the country is awaiting
the recommendations of the
Trajtenberg Committee, a panel of
academics, economists and policy-
makers appointed by Prime Minister
Benjamin Netanyahu in response to

A big climax to Israel’s summer of protest,
but no one can predict the next steps

Thousands of demonstrators in Haifa were among the 400,000 people throughout
Israel who took part in the largest social protest in the nation's history, Sept. 3, 2011.
(Chen Leopold/Flash90)

met with students at Vanderbilt Hillel.
The Israel Project is a nonprofit,

nonpartisan educational organization
whose mission is to disseminate facts
about Israel and the Middle East to the
press, public officials and the public.
Klein’s work with TIP has taken him
around the world and enables him to
provide his audience with both new
insights on Israel and practical tools to
use in talking with others.

His message resonated with the
Nashville audience. “He was very
articulate,” said Matthew Strauss. “I
like that he both gathers and presents
information on Israel.  He could
speak from firsthand information.”

People under 30 needed to hear

Klein’s message about Israel, Tomer
Minuskin said. Israel is in “all of our
hands – it belongs to all of us.”

TIP’s polling has identified the
two most highly ranked reasons to
support Israel, Klein told the group.
The strategic reason focuses on Israel
as our most important ally in the
Middle East. This message resonates
with people on the political right, and
Klein suggested that those making
this argument also offer concrete rea-
sons why Israel is our most important
Mideast ally, such as a new missile
defense system Israel is sharing with
the United States.  The system cur-
rently protects Beersheva in southern
Israel from rocket attacks from Gaza.

The second reason centers on
the many values we share with Israel:
religious freedom, supporting the
rights of women, a democratic form
of government that includes Arabs.
The “shared values” reason appeals to
those on the political left, he said.

Klein urged listeners to stress the
positive things Israel does, without
first comparing Israel with its neigh-
bors.  People don’t want to hear us
criticizing Arab states, he said.  “We
have to give them reasons to support
Israel,” Klein said, “not reasons not to 

Continued on page 2

By Kathy Carlson

Q
: What do most
Americans have in
common with most
Palestinians? 

A :  B o t h  w a n t
their leaders to do
more to create jobs.

That’s one of many intriguing,
sometimes surprising kernels of data
to come from pollster Nathan Klein’s
Aug. 30 talk at the Gordon Jewish
Community Center.  

Klein, director of research and
messaging with The Israel Project
(TIP), spoke on “Israel:  Why Should I
Care?” as part of a series of events on
Israel advocacy sponsored by the
Community Relations Committee of
the Jewish Federation of Nashville. The
program, which drew more than 140
people, was made possible by a grant
from the Federation’s New Initiatives
Fund, an outgrowth of the Best Jewish
Nashville priority-setting project.

During his 24 hours in Nashville,
Klein met with the Tennessean
Editorial Board, had dinner with 30
Jewish high school students (many of
whom are Get Connected alumni),
had a breakfast meeting with the
Community Relations Committee and

Public opinion researcher Klein shares
facts, strategies on talking about Israel

Jon Rotker, left, and Daniel Schuster,
center, talk with Nathan Klein following
his Aug. 30 talk. Photo: Judy Saks
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Continued from page 1
support other people.”

Klein also noted that TIP’s polls
show people are more receptive to hear-
ing that Jerusalem should remain a “uni-
fied city,” rather than that it remain an
“undivided city.” And the most com-
pelling reason for advocating that
Jerusalem should remain in Israeli hands
is that Jews will better protect religious
sites for shared use by “Christians,
Muslims and Jews,” he said, adding that
mentioning the religions in that order
does better in polling than in reverse.

Polls also show people are more
sympathetic to Israel as the Jewish
homeland, where Jews can live safely, he
said, rather than as the Jewish state,
which some view as an inflexible nation
run only by Jews.

Another strong argument for sup-
porting Israel, TIP’s research indicates, is
to point to its humanitarian aid.  Israeli
Defense Force medical teams were first
on the ground to aid Haiti after the
earthquake last year.  This happened
despite Haiti’s ambassador to the United
Nations having voted against Israel
many times, Klein said. TIP continues to
reach out to Haiti’s and other UN
ambassadors, taking them to Israel so
they can see it firsthand and continuing
dialogue with them.

TIP polling also indicates that
there’s bipartisan American opposition
to the Palestinians’ effort to unilaterally
declare independence (UDI), and nearly
two in three Americans believe it’s
important for Israel and the Palestinians
to reach a peace agreement.  The prob-
lem for Israel with the UDI is that “going
to the United Nations is not only about

legal definitions. … It’s about the dele-
gitimization of Israel,” Klein said. 

He offered two arguments for oppos-
ing the UDI: first, that lasting peace can-
not come from a unilateral declaration,
and second, that a division of territory
won’t bring peace so long as there’s a
Palestinian culture of hate against Israel.
It’s hard to persuade anyone to oppose
the UDI if they’ve just heard a
Palestinian leader make conciliatory
statements toward Israel.

And even though TIP’s polling of
Palestinians indicates they want
Palestinian Authority President
Mahmoud Abbas to concentrate on jobs,
healthcare and infrastructure issues more
than they want him to push for inde-
pendence at the UN, other polling data
offers less hope to Israel.  

Only 30 percent of those polled were
amenable to the idea of a Jewish state,
and young, well-educated Palestinians are
less favorably inclined toward Israel.
Many Palestinians see a two-state solu-
tion of neighboring Jewish and Arab
states as a two-part solution, Klein said,
with the second part being all of the two
states’ land under Arab control. 

A bright spot for Klein is the inter-
est of young American Jews in learning
more about Israel. He praised Nashville’s
Get Connected teen trip program, saying
that the last two years of high school and
first two years of college are crucial years
for young people to learn the complex
issues Israel faces and to form opinions.

That’s where The Israel Project can
help. “We have kids that want to know
more, we have messages that work,” he
said.  “We can encourage people within
our own community to speak up more.” c

Public opinion researcher Klein shares 
facts, strategies on talking about Israel
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Save the Date: December 8, 2011

From Darkness to Light: Natan Sharansky
25 years ago the Jewish world and the world at large watched as Natan Sharansky crossed the Glienicke 

Bridge from nine years in prison to freedom and Aliyah. This was a very special moment for millions of 

Jews around the world who were privileged to see the fruits of their collective relentless campaign to 

free Soviet Jewry. 

On December 8, 2011 Jewish leaders from across the Southern United States will come together 

in Memphis, Tennessee for a private reception with Natan Sharansky to celebrate Mr. Sharansky’s 

unwavering dedication to freedom and human rights and his enduring commitment to our global Jewish 

community. The evening will be dedicated to support for critical programs of the Jewish Agency for 

Israel that are ensuring our Jewish future here at home, in Israel, the former Soviet Union, and around 

the world. 

The Jewish Agency invites you to show your support and to share your memories and messages 

with Mr. Sharansky through a special tribute journal which will be presented to Mr. Sharansky at the 

Darkness to Light reception.

The Evening of Thursday, December 8, 2011

Historic Peabody Hotel, Memphis, TN

For more information on the event or the tribute journal, please contact Gila Gewirtz at D2LSouthernRegion@

jafi.org or www.action.jewishagency.org/D2LSouthernRegion 

or 212-339-6057 

Tribute journal listing available from $18. Event attendance for major gifts donors to the Jewish Agency for Israel.

Jewish Federation of Nashville & Middle Tennessee
Announces Annual Meeting

The Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee will hold its 
75th Annual Meeting 

Thursday, October 6, 2011 ~ 7:00 – 9:00 p.m. 
at the Gordon Jewish Community Center

The following slate of Officers and Board members has been nominated: 
Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee

2011-2012 Slate of Nominees

OFFICERS 
President: Martin Ted Mayden 
Vice President: Andrew May

Secretary: Adam Landa
Treasurer: Jan Liff

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
First Three-Year Term

Lori Fishel
Steve Hirsch

Afshin Yazdian

Additional Three-Year Term
Mindy Hirt

Continuing Three-Year Term 
Dianne Berry 
Daniel Biller

David Hanchrow
Saul Kelner

Adam Leibowitz
Ellen Rosen 

Any 25 members of the Jewish Federation may nominate additional people in
accordance with the Constitution by submitting the names to Ted Mayden,
Federation President, or to Leon Tonelson, Interim Executive Director, at least 20
days prior to the Annual Meeting. Persons nominated for officer positions must be
or have been members of the Board of Directors.

M
eet Mark Freedman,
the Federation’s new
executive director, at
the 2011 annual
meeting of the Jewish
Federation of Nash-

ville and learn how the community is
building connections with Jews around
the world.  The meeting takes place on
Thurs., Oct. 6, at 7 p.m. at the Gordon
Jewish Community Center.  The com-
munity is invited.

Community members will elect offi-
cers and board members to serve the
Federation [See box].  These persons
have been nominated to serve as the
Federation’s officers:  Ted Mayden, presi-
dent; Andy May, vice president; Jan Liff,
secretary; and Adam Landa, treasurer.
The following have been nominated to
serve on the board:  Lori Fishel, Steve
Hirsch, Mindy Hirt and Afshin Yazdian.
Mayden has nominated as a presidential
appointee to the board Faith Haber
Galbraith.

Outgoing board members, Cindee
Gold, Steven Hecklin, Teri Kasselberg,
Howard Kirshner, David Lewis, Judy
Metzman, Colin Meyerowitz, Rabbi
Kliel Rose, Bruce Zeitlin and Fred
Zimmerman will be recognized for
their service. A special recognition
will be give to Sharon Bell, past chair
of the Southeast Consortium for
Partnership2Gether.

Mayden will speak about the
Federation’s Best Jewish Nashville

success stories highlighting newly
funded initiatives that make a huge
impact on our Nashville  Jewish
Community thanks to the participa-
tion of our community’s donors.
Among these initiatives were
Federation-funded participation by
eight area young adults in two pro-
grams: four attended the Young
Leadership Summer Mission to Israel
sponsored by the Jewish Federations of
North America and four were part of a
mission to Beltsy, Moldova, organized
through the Jewish Federation of
Greensboro, N.C.  

Freya Sachs will speak at the annual
meeting about her experiences in
Moldova and Vlada Melekhin will share
her experiences in Israel.  The two mis-
sions were part of the Local Global
Initiatives, which grew out of the Best
Jewish Nashville project.

Annual Campaign chair Sandy
Averbuch will talk about the 2011
Annual Campaign as well as launch the
Jewish Federation’s 2012 Annual
Community Campaign. Leon Tonelson,
the outgoing interim executive director,
and Freedman will address annual meet-
ing attendees as well. 

This is your opportunity to learn
how your donations to Federation
impacts Nashville and beyond. All are
encouraged to attend

For information on the meeting, con-
tact Barbara Schwarcz at Barbara@jewish-
nashville.org or 354-1630.  c

Federation annual meeting introduces
new executive director, new programs
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HOLOCAUST REMAINS 
The Vanderbilt University

Holocaust Lecture Series 2011
All events are free and open to the public

October 2, 7:00 p.m.
Beyond Darfur: Sudan Today

Jen Marlowe
Darfur/Darfur projected exhibit of photographs -Sarratt Cinema

Using a series of dramatic images and music, Darfur/Darfur places the brutal
realities faced in Darfur in context with the region’s vibrant culture and people.
Seeing the human face of the continuing atrocities calls attention to our respon-
sibilities as educated global citizens. The 15 minute screening is followed with
a talk by Jen Marlowe regarding the current situation on the ground in Sudan.
Jen Marlowe is a Seattle-based author/documentary filmmaker/playwright and
human rights advocate. In 2004, with colleagues Adam Shapiro and Aisha
Bain, Jen travelled to Northern Darfur and Eastern Chad to make the award-
winning documentary film Darfur Diaries: Message from Home.

October 25,  7:00 p.m.
The Future of the Holocaust

Avraham Burg
Student Life Center

Avraham Burg, former speaker of the Israeli parliament and son of a Holocaust
survivor, is the author of, The Holocaust is Over; We Must Rise From Its Ashes.
In his book, Burg argues that it is time to "rise from the ashes" of World War II.
Jews, Israelis and the world community at-large, must remember the Holocaust,
but not continue to identify Jews as victims for generations to come.  Burg pas-
sionately writes that the oft stated expression "never again" is not only a re-
sponse to the genocidal calamity of the Nazi era but for any people who suffers
around the globe today.

October 27, 7 p.m.
The Last Survivor (56 min)

Directed by Michael Kleiman & Michael Pertnoy.
Panelists: Jacqueline Murekatete  & 

Justin Semahoro Kimenyerwa
Sarratt Cinema

The Last Survivor presents the stories of genocide survivors and their struggle to
make sense of tragedy. They work to educate, motivate and promulgate a civic
response to mass atrocity crimes, with a focus on awareness, prevention and pro-
moting social activism and civic engagement. Following the screening two of the
survivors, Jacqueline Murekatete and Justin Semahoro Kimenyerwa, featured in
the documentary, tell us how they have moved forward with their lives.

Jacqueline Murekatete is internationally recognized for her work as a youth
leader and humanitarian, speaking out for victims and survivors of genocide.
Born in Rwanda in 1984, Jacqueline was not yet ten when she lost her immedi-
ate and extended family in the 1994 genocide.

Justin Semahoro Kimenyerwa is a member of the Banyamulenge tribe of South
Kivu in the Democratic Republic of Congo. He was born in the small village of
the Minembwe and lived there until 1996 when his village was attacked in the
middle of the night. Separated from his family, Justin fled from Congo alone into
neighboring Burundi before moving on to Rwanda and then Nairobi.

November 1, 7:00 PM
Sephardi Jewry and the Holocaust

Dr. Aron Rodrigue
Wilson 103.

Much is known about what happened to the Ashkenazi Jews in Poland,
Ukraine, Germany, Holland and France during the Nazi period.  It has been
also been erroneously assumed that few Sephardi Jews were impacted by the
Holocaust. Popular Holocaust literature has done little to alter this view. Dr. Aron
Rodigue will speak on the Sephardim and the Holocaust in general. Dr. Rodrigue
is the Director of the Stanford University Humanities Center, a Professor in Jewish
Studies and noted authority in Sephardi history.

November 13, 7:00 pm
Holocaust Survivor from Greece

Isaac Nehama:
The Multipurpose Room (second floor)

The Ingram Commons Center (Peabody Campus)

Isaac Nehama was still in high school when Athens was occupied by the Axis
powers in 1941. Because Athens was administered by the Italians, the Jewish
population did not initially suffer. Yet, in September of 1943, when German
troops began to occupy the area, the situation for the Jewish population took a
turn for the worse. Aware of what had already happened to other Jews, Isaac’s
father, mother, brother, and maternal grandmother went into hiding. Isaac fled
to Thessaly and joined a partisan enclave. Upon returning to Athens in Novem-
ber 1944, Isaac learned that only his father had survived in hiding. His mother,
brothers, and grandmother had been denounced by an informer and sent to
Auschwitz. Only his brother Samuel survived after two concentration camps and
a death march.

For Further Information: www.vanderbilt.edu/holocaust

A Program of the Office of Religious Life / 
The Office of the Dean of Students 

C
oming soon to a school or
congregation near you:
Masada, the Warsaw
Ghetto and the Old City
in Jerusalem.

It’s all possible
through the Building Blocks program,
which brings families together to work as a
group to create models of these sites with
Legos.  Building Blocks is the brainchild of
New Jersey architect Stephen W. Schwartz.
The program is coming to Congregation
Micah from Fri., Sept. 16, through Sun.,
Sept. 18, and to Akiva School on Mon.,
Sept. 19.  The program was made possible
through a grant from the Jewish Federation
of Nashville under the Best Jewish
Nashville priority-setting program.

Building each model is a finely cho-
reographed endeavor in which a family
works as a team to build its assigned part
of the model in less than two hours,

Schwartz explained in a telephone inter-
view.  The entire model is made up of the
individual families’ parts, and when the
full model of Masada, for example, is
assembled, Schwartz gives a virtual tour of
the site.  Then, the Legos are disassem-
bled and packed up to go on to the next
group that will be building and learning.  

It’s a fun and interactive way for
people to connect to their history; his
projects include not only Jewish history
but also the history and architecture of
American towns.  When he started the
program 14 years ago, he had never
picked up a Lego, Schwartz said.

Akiva students and families “are very
excited to be building the old city of
Jerusalem,” said Christina Evans, director
of admissions.  The model structure will be
400 square feet and will take up much of
the multipurpose room where it will be
built, she said, adding that Schwartz uses
more than 50,000 Lego pieces per project.

“We’re just excited to have this
opportunity to come together, learn
together and build something truly unique
that is special for all of us,” she said.

Micah religious school students will
be assigned to create Masada, the
Warsaw Ghetto or the Old City.  The
group building the Warsaw Ghetto will
be joined by a group from Whitwell,
Tenn., where the Holocaust education
Paper Clip project originated.  

“The Rabbis Rice and I have had our
eyes on the Building Blocks program for
several years now,” said Micah Religious
Education Director Julie Greenberg. “We
knew that it would provide such a unique,
memorable way to engage learners of all
ages and bring Jewish history to life.”

Schwartz brings his own personal
history to the projects as well. He helped
excavate Masada as part of an archeolog-
ical team in the 1960s, and he has met
and worked with Whitwell Middle
School Principal Linda Hooper, who
helped originate the Paper Clips project. 

“It’s a great teaching tool,” he says of
Building Blocks.  “It teaches children
and parents about teamwork.”  

For more information, check out the
Akiva and Micah websites, www.aki-
vanashville.net and www.congregation-
micah.org respectively, or contact Akiva’s
Evans at 356-1880 or cevans@aki-
vanashville.net, or Micah’s Greenberg at
jgreenberg@congregationmicah.org.  c

Legos to help local students build
knowledge of Jewish history
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High Holiday Services
2011 . 5772

Congregation Beit
Tefilah Chabad
Orthodox
142 Belle Forest Circle
Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel
615/646-5750

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Wednesday, September 28
6:20 p.m. Candle lighting and 

service
7:30 p.m. New Year’s Eve Dinner 

(Reservations are required; 
please visit www.chabad
nashville.com)

First day of Rosh Hashanah
Thursday, September 29
9:00 a.m. Morning Service
10:15–11:15 a.m. Children’s 

Service
11:15 a.m. Shofar Sounding
Noon Mussaf
1:30 p.m. Tashlich at the Beit 

Tefilah pond
(Light candles after 
7:13 p.m.)

Second day of Rosh Hashanah
Friday, September 30
9:00 a.m. Morning Service
10:15–11:15 a.m. Children’s 

Service
11:15 a.m. Shofar Sounding
12:10 p.m. Mussaf

(Light Shabbat candles 
before 6:16 p.m.)

Kol Nidrei
Friday, October 7 
6:06 p.m. Light Yom Kippur 

candles
(Fast begins at 6:06 p.m.)

6:10 p.m. Kol Nidrei Service

Yom Kippur 
Shabbat, October 8
9:30 a.m. Morning Service
10:30–11:30 a.m. Children’s 

Service 
11:30 a.m. Yizkor Memorial 

Service
Noon Mussaf
3:30 p.m. The Inner Circle
5:30 p.m. Mincha
6:00 p.m. Ne’ilah Closing Service
7:01 PM Havdalah Service & 

“Break the Fast”     

Congregation Micah
Reform
2001 Old Hickory Blvd.
Brentwood
615/377-9799
Rabbi Laurie Rice
Rabbi Flip Rice
www.CongregationMicah.org

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Wednesday, September 28
*7:30 p.m.  Erev Rosh Hashanah

Rosh Hashanah
Thursday, September 29
*10:00 a.m.  Morning Service with

sounding of the Shofar
12:30 p.m. Tashlich Service (Cast

your sins into the Little 
Harpeth River at the back of 
our campus)

3:00 p.m.  Family Service led by 
Rabbi Laurie and Lisa Silver, 
followed by a Tashlich 
Service (Stay after for a 
“Birthday Party for the World”
with cake, apples and honey)

Kol Nidrei
Friday, October 7
*7:30 p.m.  Kol Nidrei

Yom Kippur
Saturday, October 8
*10:00 a.m.  Morning Service
1:30 p.m.  Family Service (For 

young children led by Rabbi 
Flip and Lisa Silver)

1:30 p.m.  Youth Service (For 5th 
graders and up. Led by 
Rabbi Laurie and Michael 
Ochs)

1:30 p.m.  Study Session: Is 
Tomorrow Really Written?

2:30 p.m.  Healing Service (Rabbi
Laurie, Lisa Silver and 
congregants use 
contemporary and ancient 
liturgy to restore spiritual 
balance)

2:30 p.m.  Study session: Undress 
the Stress

3:30 p.m.  Afternoon Service
5:00 p.m.  Yizkor-Memorial 

Service, followed by Neilah - 
Concluding Service

The break-fast following Yom
Kippur services will be by reser-
vation only. The cost is $15 for
adults and $5 for children age 10
and under. Your check is your
reservation (must be received by
Oct. 3).

*Babysitting is by reservation only
and is only offered at the servic-
es listed above with an asterisk.
Deadline to make childcare
arrangements is Wed., Sept. 21.

Congregation 
Sherith Israel
Orthodox
3600 West End Ave.
Rabbi Saul Strosberg
Rabbi Dan Levitt
615/292-6614

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Thursday, September 28
6:18 p.m. Candle Lighting
6:20 p.m. Evening Services

First Day Rosh Hashanah
Thursday, September 29
8 a.m. Prelimiinary Services
9:30 a.m. Torah Reading

10:15 a.m. Rabbi’s 
Address/Shofar

10:40 a.m. Musaf
12:45 p.m. Lunch (Reservations 

Required)
3 p.m Tashlich at Richland Creek 

at foot of Carden Avenue
6:25 p.m. Mincha/Maariv
7:12 p.m. Earliest Candle Lighting

Second Day Rosh Hashanah
Friday, September 30
8 a.m. Prelimiinary Services
9:30 a.m. Torah Reading
10:15 a.m. Rabbi’s
Address/Shofar
10:40 a.m. Musaf
6:20 p.m. Mincha/Maariv
6:15 p.m. Shabbos Candles

Erev Yom Kippur
Friday, October 7
6:30 a.m. Shacharit
1 p.m. Mincha
6 p.m. Late Mincha
6:05 p.m. Candle Lighting
6:15 p.m. Kol Nidre

Yom Kippur
Saturday, October 8
8:30 a.m. Shacharit
10:15 a.m. Torah Reading
10:45 a.m. Rabbi’s Address
11 a.m. Yizkor
11:20 a.m. Musaf followed by 

“Ask the Rabbi”
4:15 p.m. Reading of the Names
4:45 p.m. Mincha
6 p.m. Neilah
6:59 p.m. Shofar followed by
Break-Fast

The Temple -
Congregation Ohabai
Sholom
Reform
5015 Harding Rd.
Rabbi Mark Schiftan
Rabbi Shana Mackler
615/352-7620

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Thursday, September 28
7:30 p.m. Erev Rosh Hashanah

Rosh Hashanah
Thursday, September 29
9 a.m. Family Service
9 a.m. Tot Yom Tov
10:30 a.m. Morning Service
12:30 p.m. Tashlich at the Creek
3 p.m. Rosh Hashanah Afternoon

Reception

Kol Nidre
Friday, October 7
7:30 p.m. Kol Nidre

Yom Kippur
Saturday, October 8
9 a.m. Family Service and Tot 

Yom Tov
10:30 a.m. Morning Service
12:45 p.m. Congregants Hour
2 p.m. Afternoon Service
3:15 p.m. Study Hour

4:15 p.m. Yizkor and Concluding 
Service, with Break the Fast 
Immediately afterward.  
Reservations required.

West End Synagogue
Conservative
3814 West End Ave.
Rabbi Kliel Rose
615/269-4592

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Wednesday, September 28
6:30 p.m. Mincha/Ma’ariv
6:19 p.m. Candle Lighting time

First Day of Rosh Hashanah
Thursday, September 29
8:30 a.m. Shacharit
9:30 a.m. Minyan Sulam and 

Musaf Service
10:30 a.m. Blessing of Babies Born

in Past Year
11 a.m.  Ktoni Service for Families

with Children up to 6 Years 
Old

11 a.m. Junior Congregation 
(Supervision available for 
third through sixth graders 
before and after Junior 
Congregation.)

5:30 p.m. Mincha and Tashlich - 
Centennial Park Event 
Shelter.

(7:13 p.m. Candle Lighting Time)

Second day of Rosh Hashanah
Friday, September 30
8:30 a.m. Shacharit
11 a.m. Family Services, 

Preschool through First Grade
11 a.m. Family Services Second 

through Seventh Grade
(Supervision available for 
third- through sixth-graders.)

Kol Nidre
Friday, October 7
6 p.m. Mincha
6:06 p.m. Candle Lighting Time
Blessing of the past year’s 
B’nai Mitzvah

Yom Kippur
Saturday, October 8
9:30 a.m. Shacharit
10:30 a.m. Minyan Sulam
11 a.m. Junior Congregation 

Services
(Supervision available for 
third- through sixth-graders 
before and after Junior 
Congregation)

3:15 p.m. Study Session (Miriam 
Halachmi)

4 p.m. Mincha
4:45 p.m. Congregant’s Talk
5:15 p.m. Yizkor
6 p.m. Neilah
6:59 p.m. Sounding of the Shofar
7 p.m. Community Break Fast 

(Reservations required)
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The Jewish Agency for Israel's

Ben Yakir Youth Village

Thanks the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle 

Tennessee for its enduring support and partnership in 5771. 

Your friendship has empowered the Ben Yakir Youth Village to 

serve as a safe-haven for some of Israel's most vulnerable youth. 

Your continued cooperation nourishes a stronger Israel, and a 

more interconnected global Jewish community.

Wishing you a happy, healthy and inspired 5772. 

www.jewishagency.org
The Jewish Agency is funded by The Jewish Federations of North America, Keren Hayesod, major Jewish communities and federations, the International Fellowship of Christians 
and Jews, foundations and donors from Israel and around the world.
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C e l e b r a t i o n
Six incredible days in Israel  |  February 28 – March 4, 2012 
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$986  land only cost per person

I
f you’ve ever wondered why
Nashville teens rave about the
time they spent in Hadera-Eiron
during their Get Connected trips
to Israel, have we got a trip for you!

The trip is called A Taste of
Partnership and is set for Tues., Feb. 28,
through Sun., March 4, 2012.  Its goal is
to cement friendships between members
of American Jewish communities includ-
ing Nashville and residents of Hadera-
Eiron, which have been linked for 10
years through the Partnership2Gether or
P2G program. 

P2G, a program of the Jewish
Agency for Israel (JAFI), pairs hundreds
of North American Jewish communities
with communities in Israel. The Jewish
Federation of Nashville helps fund P2G,
along with other federations.

Nashville, Knoxville, Chattanooga,
several cities in Florida and Charlotte,
N.C., make up the Southeast Regional
Consortium, which JAFI has paired with
Hadera-Eiron. The region includes the
City of Hadera; the Katzir-Harish and
Pardes Hanna-Karkur Local Councils;
and the Menashe and Alona Regional
Councils.  The region is bounded on the
west by the Mediterranean Sea and on
the east by what’s commonly referred to
as the West Bank territory.

Hadera is marking its 120th anniver-
sary as a city and its 10th year in P2G, so

this will be a special time to visit.
Participants are free to make their own
arrangements to reach Israel, and are also
free to spend additional time there before
and after the Partnership activities with
residents of Hadera-Eiron.  Land-only cost
of the trip is $986, and members of the
Jewish communities in all of the Southeast
Regional Consortium cities are encour-
aged to be part of the trip.  Deadline to
sign up is mid-October.

For the first three days of the trip,
participants will spend time in Hadera,
getting to know residents, touring the

region and learning about life there.
They’ll tour the seam line and learn
about the complexity of the Palestine-
Israeli border.  They’ll talk with teens
participating in leadership activities and
visit the Ben Yakir Youth Village.

For the last three days, participants
will spend Shabbat in Jerusalem with
their peers from Hadera, with time dur-
ing the last day of Taste of Partnership to
visit museums and participate in other
programs in Jerusalem.

“We are focused on creating real, per-
sonal connections between individuals

and groups from both sides of the ocean,”
said Sharon Bell. “Our core programs have
been educator delegations, summer camp
counselors, educational programs, and var-
ious teen delegations.  Additionally, our
friends and part-time staff in the region in
Israel work with Federation community
missions and family and synagogue trips
when they visit Israel to make the visits
personal and real and to provide visitors
from the Southeast Regional Consortium
a Taste of Partnership.”

For information about the trip, con-
tact the Jewish Federation at 356-3242. c

Taste of Partnership trip aims to build
bonds between Nashville, Hadera

By Kathy Carlson

O
ne week into her assign-
ment in Nashville as
the community’s new
shlicha, Inbar Shaked is
getting her bearings in
town and marveling

over the Middle Tennessee landscape.
“It’s amazing — I’m still amazed by

all the green,” she says one recent week-
day. “I’m very, very glad to be here.”

She’s over her jet lag, settling into
an apartment, checking out the grocery
stores for fresh produce for a daily Israeli
salad, making friends.  And there are
plans to see more of the United States —

an upcoming conference in New York, a
trip out of town to visit a cousin.

Inbar (pronounced een-bahr, with
the accent on the second syllable) will be
in town for a year.  Her presence in
Nashville grows from the Local Global
Initiative of the Jewish Federation of
Nashville’s Best Jewish Nashville project,
which helped the community determine
its priorities and make them a reality. 

The project identified a need to
build ties between Nashville and Israel,
and bringing a shlicha to Nashville was a
tangible way to do just that.  Nashville
turned to the Jewish Agency for Israel for
candidates and the Local Global
Committee, headed by Ellen Levitt,
reviewed resumes and chose Inbar.

Her Skype interview with Levitt,
Rachel Koch, Carol Hyatt, Harriet

Schiftan and Federation Interim
Executive Director Leon Tonelson helped
her decide to work in Nashville. “They
were so nice,” she said.  She just felt
Nashville was the right place for her.
“Even though it’s not such a big commu-
nity, I prefer it small and warm,” she said.

Shaked, 23, wants to help people
here understand what’s going on in Israel,
such as the current protests over the high
cost of living. “Because I studied political
science and journalism, it’s something I
can bring from myself and Israel.” 

Israelis work very hard, she said, and
many still can’t afford high rents and
homeownership costs.  “My generation
cannot buy a house,” she said.

In her opinion, there’s a connection
between the “Arab spring” protests that 

Continued on page 9

New shlicha gets acquainted with Music City
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Best Wishes for a
Happy New Year
Rabbi Mark and Harriet,

Ari, Sarah Rose, and 
Jacob Schiftan

This greeting was accidentally omitted from
the last issue of the Observer. 

Happy 
New Year

Beth, Tommy, T.J. 
and Kayla Ducklo

By James Mackler

I
n this time of financial uncertain-
ty, many non-profit community
service agencies are reluctantly
scaling back their services.  Jewish
Family Service (JFS), however,
has not only maintained its com-

mitment to service, but has actually
expanded into new areas of giving. “We
wouldn’t be able to provide these
expanded services without the generous
support of our community” explained
Pam Kelner, JFS executive director. “In
addition”, she added, “we have great
institutional partners like the Federation
and NCJW.”

Many people already know about
JFS’ commitment to provide mental
health counseling without regard to a
client’s ability to pay. The organization
employs professionally licensed clinical
social workers who provide expert servic-
es on a sliding scale basis to anyone in
need.  Although the existence of this
service is well known, its details are
deliberately kept confidential.
Individuals who never thought they
would need assistance find themselves
seeking affordable counseling.  In the
words of one JFS social worker, “more
and more of our clients are former
donors.  We understand the desire for
privacy, which is why we maintain a con-
fidential entrance and waiting area in
the back of the Gordon Jewish
Community Center”.

Just as JFS’ counseling workload and
client base is changing, so too is the need
for its other services.  JFS has long
offered emergency financial assistance to
members of the community who,
although they are generally self-suffi-
cient, have suddenly encountered a
financial barrier that they cannot over-
come alone.  For example, Jewish Family
Service will pay rent, a utility bill or sup-
ply a food card for a client who simply
cannot meet this burden in a time of
emergency.

As a result of its partnership with
the Federation, JFS has been able to
expand its emergency assistance program
by administering what is known as the
“The Gesher Fund.”  “Gesher” is Hebrew
for bridge.  The fund, created by the
Federation, enables JFS to meet the
increased need for assistance caused by
the current economic downturn on a
larger scale.  The value of both emer-
gency financial assistance and the
Gesher fund can be heard in the words of
one grateful recipient.  “My family and I
are thankful to you for your help and
involvement.”  She added, “You do lend
a helping hand.  May G-d bless you and
see your good deeds.”

Of course, temporary assistance can
only go so far.  Aware of the need to help

people move from emergency assistance
to long term stability, JFS developed a
comprehensive network of community
leaders with whom job-seekers can con-
nect.  The Jewish Job Network is a con-
fidential committee of 30 compassionate
and expert business leaders, who review
resumes, respond if they have related
opportunities or send resumes to col-
leagues where appropriate. Prospective
applicants need only send a resume to
JFS, which will submit it to the network.
As unemployment has grown and job
openings become increasingly competi-
tive, knowing the “right people” has
become even more important.  JFS
knows the “right people.”

Children and the elderly are being
hit particularly hard during this econom-
ic downturn. Although it might have
been understandable for JFS to reduce its
commitment to these vulnerable popula-
tions, just the opposite has occurred.  JFS
has improved its Kosher Food Box pro-
gram and has implemented a new pro-
gram to ensure that children in need
have adequate school supplies.

JFS has an ongoing partnership with
the National Council of Jewish Women
to provide Kosher Food Boxes to families
in need in Middle Tennessee.  Until
recently, the Kosher Food Box pro-
gram was limited to shelf-stable
foods. With the help of individual contri-
butions and institutional support,
JFS now has the required infrastructure to
provide a limited amount of refrigerated
food as well.  One food box will feed a
couple for a week or a family of four for
four days.  By providing this supplemental
food, JFS can prevent community mem-
bers from making what, for many of us, is
an unimaginable choice.  Recipients don’t
have to decide between food and medica-
tion or other basic necessities. 

The most recent addition to JFS’s
services is its highly successful school
supply drive. The beginning of the
school year can be particularly stressful
for families working to stay within a lim-
ited budget. The financial burden of pur-
chasing school supplies can push a fami-
ly’s budget over the edge. JFS imple-
mented the school supply drive this year
so that children can focus on learn-
ing. The recipients don’t have to go to
school with inadequate supplies or fear
the trade-off between a backpack at
school versus a meal at home.

As a new academic year begins, 18
children are walking into schools with a
brand new backpack equipped with all the
supplies they require along with a confi-
dent attitude that this year will be differ-
ent.  They will not have to worry about
what happens when they run out of paper,
the crayons are broken and the pens are

low on ink.  Thanks to community dona-
tions, each child received enough school
supplies to last for an entire year.

Jewish Family Service has been
helping the community since its found-
ing in 1853.  During that time, the
organization has seen many economic
crises come and go.  This latest challenge
has only served to highlight that JFS is
here for the long term — providing

emergency financial assistance, a path to
a new job, mental health counseling or
simply a fresh box of crayons.  

Anyone who is in need of assistance
should contact JFS at 615/356-4234. c

James Mackler is a recently installed
JFS board member, husband of Rabbi Shana
Mackler, and an attorney at the law firm of
Bone, McAllester, Norton, PLLC.

Jewish Family Service steps up service in times of economic uncertainty

commentary & opinion
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A Rochford Hotel Group Property

Green Hills Belle Meade Jewelry & Repair
Rings Sized, Jewelry Repaired While U Wait

Platinum • 14k • 18k • Watch Batteries & Repair
Sterling Silver • Prong Rebuilding • Appraisals

Eyeglass Repair • Antique Restoration
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Continued from page 1
and protest in a peaceful way,” said
David Nachmias, a lecturer in the
School of Government at the

Interdisciplinary Center Herzliya. “They
want social justice, they want to change
public policy.”

How this desire will translate into

A big climax to Israel’s summer of protest, but no one can predict the next steps
the realm of politics is an open question.
Many signs at the protests assailed
Netanyahu and his government, and the
leader of the opposition Kadima Party,
Tzipi Livni, urged Israelis to attend the
Sept. 3 demonstrations on Facebook.
Protest organizers, however, have tried to
keep the political world at a distance from
their movement in the hopes of appealing
to wide segments of the Israeli public.

Several leaders emerged from the
tent cities and weekly protests as nation-
ally prominent figures, including
Daphne Leef, who was the first to set up
a tent in central Tel Aviv to protest her
inability to find an affordable apartment,
and Itzik Shmuli, the chairman of
National Student Union. Both were fea-
tured speakers at the main rally that
drew some 300,000 people to Tel Aviv’s
Hamedina Square.

Many observers have pointed to the

differences between the two young lead-
ers, which reflect tensions within the
movement as a whole. Leef, who tends to
speak from the gut, has blasted the
Trajtenberg Committee as a cynical effort
established to deceive the public. Shmuli,
by contrast, has been interested in engag-
ing with the committee and, like other
student leaders before him, is mentioned
as a natural for entering politics.

Shmuli is “one of the people to look
for” as an emerging political leader, said
Hani Zubida, an assistant professor of
public policy at IDC Herzliya who
helped organize a coalition of Israel’s
peripheral populations for the summer
protests that included single mothers,
Arabs and lower-income communities.

“People are calling for his campaign
tour for the next primaries,” Zubida said.
“The fact that we saw him week in and
week out on the stage means something.” c

T
he music of world-
renowned jazz and R&B
saxophonist Mark Fineberg
will kick off the 5772 Rosh
Hashanah season at
Sherith Israel with a pre-

Slichot Concert on Sat., Sept. 24, featur-
ing Fineberg, Rabbi Saul Strosberg,
Jonathan Yudkin, Mosh Koch and others.
The concert is free and open to the public. 

The concert will be preceded by a
catered Shabbat dinner on Friday night,
Sept. 23, following the Shabbat service.
There is a cost for the dinner. For reser-
vations, call the shul office at 292-6614
by Sept. 21.

The concert on Sept. 24 will begin

at 8:30 p.m.  Fineberg is an internation-
ally known musician whose credits
include Broadway, recordings, radio and
TV commercials and major live con-
certs. He has played with such musical
greats as Donna Summer, Lou Rawls,
Gladys Knight and the Pips, The
Temptations, Phoebe Snow, The
Spinners, and James “JT” Taylor (Kool
and the Gang) a Billy Joel band.  

In the world of Jewish music, Fineberg
has played with nearly every Jewish super-
star, including Avraham Fried, Mordechai
Ben David, Dudu Fischer, Shwekey and
the famous Neshoma orchestra, where he
performed for several years with a young
keyboard player and trumpeter named Saul
Strosberg, before Strosberg went to yeshiva
to become a rabbi.

On Sun., Sept. 25, Strosberg will
lead Sherith Israel’s annual Memorial
Service at the Lucas Chapel at the
Sherith cemetery at 12:30 p.m. The
Jewish Community is invited.

For more information about any of
these events, call the Sherith Israel
office at 292-6614. c

Jazz and R&B concert kicks off 
Rosh Hashanah at Sherith Israel

Mark Fineberg
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Free Estimates    
Ken & Annette Lewis -owners 

est. 1989

Great Referrals
615-594-1960

Packing Express
Custom Packing / Unpacking Services

Moving?  Need Help Packing? Classified AdsClassified Ads

ADVERTISE TODAY
e-mail Carrie Mills 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org

HANDYMAN
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN!
Small Job Specialists, Just a
One hour job minimum.
“Honey Do” lists are welcome.
References available. Call
Richard Adler; 615-646-4900,
cell 615-972-3093 
natcheztrace100@aol.com

Real EstateReal Estate
2700 North Highlands Drive Open House
Sunday, Sept. 11th & 25th, 2-5 p.m. Shows like a model
home! New stainless steel appliances. Corian counter tops.
Designer draperies. Lots of hardwoods. Michael Sanderson
512-9988. French, Christianson & Patterson Realtors 297-8744.

Cute & Comfy Shoes
Nashville's Naot Headquarters

4121 Hillsboro Road, Ste 106
Nashville, TN  37215 

Comfortable shoes for active women with style!
Open M-F 9:30 to 5:30ish and Saturday from 10 to 4

UNIQUE GIFT
IT’S ALL ABOUT YOU - SONGS
Personalized Songs! Custom-
made songs for ALL ages,
ANY occasion. (Yiddish 
phrases an option!) For 
sample songs, rates and 
contact information, visit
www.allaboutyousongs.com
Ruth Rosen 615-498-6998

lifecycles
Sympathy

. . . to the family of Gerald Cooper,
82, who died Aug. 27. He was preceded
in death by first wife, Brenda; son, Kenny.
Gerald is survived by his wife, Sharna;
daughter, Susan Greenbaum of Carmel,
Calif.; son, Glenn Cooper of Chicago,
Ill.; sister, Jane Haas of West Orange,
N.J.; brother, Sheldon Cooper of Ft. Lee,
N.J.; five grandchildren. Memorials may
be made to your favorite charity.

. . . to the family of JoEllen Scott
Couch who died Aug. 29 after an
extended illness. She recently moved
back to Nashville. She is survived by her
husband, Jack Couch; daughter, Valerie
(Eric) Greenberg; grandchildren, Max
and Lily; numerous nieces, nephews, and
great-nieces and nephews. JoEllen was
preceded in death by her parents, Bill
and Adelyne Scott, and her brother,
Larry Scott. Born in Pittsburgh, Pa., she
moved to Nashville as a toddler and was
a graduate of Hillsboro High School and
George Peabody College of Vanderbilt
University. She was a member of the
Tree of Life Temple in Columbia, S.C.,
and a life-long member of The Temple
Ohabai Shalom in Nashville. A life
member and board member of the
Nashville Council of Jewish Women, she
also served as past chairperson of The

Central Citizens Advisory Committee to
the Nashville Board of Education.
JoEllen was owner of The Nettle Creek
Shop in Green Hills for many years. The
family requests that memorial gifts be
made to Alive Hospice, 1718 Patterson
Street, Nashville, TN 37203 or
www.alivehospice.org 

. . . to the family of Rick Dewey, 57,
who died Aug. 29. For reasons that no
one will ever know, Rick took his own
life. He is survived by his 4-ever loving
wife Eileen Wallach; mother-in-law,
Janet; daughter, Kimberly Smith; and
two grandchildren, Tanner and Packer.
Donations in Ricks honor may  be made
to www.musicares.com.

. . . to the family of Ann C. Dubrov,
89, of Nashville who died Aug. 31.
Formerly of Chattanooga, Tenn., she was
preceded in death by parents, Herman
and Fannie Cohen; sister, Deena Cohen;
and husband of 63 years, Harry Dubrov.
She is survived by daughters, Joyce Fox
(Gil) and Cheryl Mason (John); son,
Ronald Dubrov (Judy); grandchildren,
Jenifer Romps (Dennis), Dana Fox,
Karen Elwell (Ken), Andrew Dubrov,
Allyson Dubrov, Annie Mason and Kate
Mason; and great-grandchildren, Jason
Romps and Zac Romps. Mrs. Dubrov was
a life-long member of Hadassah, and
served as treasurer of the Chattanooga
chapter. She was also chairman of the
Gift Shop at B'nai Zion Synagogue for
many years. Memorial contributions may
be made to Hadassah, B'nai Zion
Synagogue or the charity of your choice. 

Continued from page 6
have rolled through Tunisia, Egypt and
Libya and the protests in Israel.  “If Arabs
can do it in nondemocratic societies, we
can do that even much better,” she said.

The issue for Israel is to balance its
security needs with the need to solve the
social problems and economic difficulties
the protests are highlighting, she said. If no
one will protect our country, she says, there
won’t be any need for social programs.

She already has visited most of
Nashville’s five synagogues and is craft-
ing a plan to bring the community closer

New shlicha gets acquainted with Music City
to Israel.  “I want to build something that
will last in time” for the next shliach —
or emissary from Israel to diaspora com-
munities — who comes to Nashville.  “I
don’t want that person to start from
scratch.”  One key assignment is to help
Nashville teens prepare to visit Israel
through the Get Connected program.

“It’s easy to do activities with kids. It’s
much more hard to plan it in a way that it
will stay,” she said.  “If I go back to Israel
and hear from the other shliach that
things are still happening, I will love this
idea that things are still working.” c

To access the Community Calendar,
go to www.jewishnashville.org

and click on “Calendar.”
Every community event is listed

for your convenience.
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MARSHALL DONNELLY & COMBS
FUNERAL HOME

201 25th Ave., North
Nashville, Tennessee 37203

327-1111
Capturing, Sharing and Preserving the Memories of Life.

around the town

Throughout the United States
and in many parts of the world,
there is a concerted effort to

delegitimze the State of Israel. One of
the tactics being used is a boycott of
Israeli products. This action has been
seen in several locations in our country.

In an effort to counter that boycott
and support Israel, many Jewish com-
munities and organizations have urged
Americans to buy Israeli products. The
Community Relations Committee of
the Jewish Federation of Nashville and
The Observer want to make it easier for
Nashvillians to find Israeli-made goods
by publishing a list of the products and
where to find them, locally.

We need your help. If you know of
available products and the stores that
carry them, email that information to
judy@jewishnashville.org. Food, cloth-
ing, jewelry, wine, etc., whatever you
have found, please share it with our
community.

See the updated list, below and
send your additions to judy@jewish-
nashville.org or call 354-1637.

Israeli silver jewelry - 
area TJMaxx stores

Geffen Pickles – Belle Meade 
Kroger

Sabra Hummus and dips – area 
grocery stores and Costco

Eden Feta Cheese – Trader Joe’s
Dorot frozen garlic and herbs – 

Trader Joe’s
Telma products – Publix
Moroccan Hair Oil treatment – 

Cosmetics Market
Sweet Clementines (oranges) – 

Costco
Cedars Halva – Whole Foods 

refrigerated section
Streit’s Quinoa and Israeli 

Couscous – Harris Teeter
Jaffa Oranges – Publix
Muscato wine by Golan Wineries –

Bud’s Wine and Liquor, 
Green Hills

Carries musical instruments made 
in Israel – Gymboree Play & 
Music, Cool Springs

Yehuda Yahrzeit candles – Whole 
Foods  

Yehuda matzos – Kroger
Yehuda and Aviv matzo products –

Whole Foods.
Cosmetics found at Target:

Equate 3 Micro Remodeling 
Cream

Daily Regenerating Serum
Eye Lifting Serum
My Time Firming Cream

Naot shoes and sandals – Cute and
Comfy Shoes, Green Hills

Buy
Israel!

Speaker at VU on 
Responsa literature

Vanderbilt’s Department of Jewish
Studies presents Matt Goldfish speaking
on “Where Magic Meets Law: Some
Strange Cases from the Responsa
Literature.” Goldfish, the Samual M. nad
Esther Melton Professor of Jewish
History and director of the Melton
Center for Jewish Studies at The Ohio
State University, will speak at 4:10 p.m.
on Wed., Sept. 14, in 123 Buttrick Hall
on the Vanderbilt campus. Rabbinic
responsa, the questions Jews ask their
rabbis about Jewish law on various top-
ics, might seem like an odd place to find
material about magic. Nevertheless,
questions and answers about magic turn
up in this literature in various unexpect-
ed contexts. We will discuss some of
these cases and what they can tell us
about law, magic, and Jewish culture.

B’nai B’rith
brunch

B’nai B’rith Maimonides Lodge #46
invites the community to brunch and a
talk by Judge Dan Eisenstein on Sun.,
Sept. 18, at the Gordon Jewish
Community Center. Eisenstein will
explain the different functions of the
Metro courts in his talk, “From a Traffic
Ticket to a Felony, Understanding the
Davidson County Court System.” There
is a charge for the event. Contact
Michael Gryll,  for information at nash-
gryll@comcast.net or 352-7070.

Rosh Hashanah 
for Tots program

Families with children ages new-
born up to and including preschool are

invited to a hands-on program to
explore Rosh Hashanah. The program
will include song, story, holiday crafts
and schmooze time. It is free and open
to community on Sun., Sept. 18, from
10 - 11:30 a.m. at West End
Synagogue. It is sponsored by the WES
Families with Young Children
Committee.  Also, look for WES fami-
ly holiday services (geared to families
with children through first grade) on
Rosh Hashanah (both days), Yom
Kippur, Sukkot and Simchat Torah.
For more information and to join the
email list and Facebook group go to
www.westendsyn.org. 

NCJW at
Cheekwood

NCJW will hold its opening meet-
ing and luncheon on Thurs., Sept. 22,
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Cheekwood.
Leigh Anne Lomax, Cheekwood
Botanical Garden manager, will pres-
ent an “Introduction to the Gardens of
Cheekwood.” The group will meet in
Cheekwood Botanical Hall. RSVP to
Lauren Shapiro at laurenlshapiro@
aol.com or 600-2979.

Evening with
an author

On Thurs., Sept. 22, at 6 p.m.,
Robert Barsky, Vanderbilt professor, will
speak on “Zellig Harris: From American
Linguistics to Socialist Zionism.” The
event will take place at the University
Club of Nashville, 2402 Garland Ave.
Harris was an intellectual who among
other things was a major influence on
Noam Chomsky, the subject of Barsky’s
previous book. For information, go to
http://www.chapter16.org/content/robert
-barsky-evening-author-series-nashville.

P
otluck Shabbat, a New Year's
bash, networking galore. All
are on the menu for young
adults in Nashville's Jewish
community.

Here's an outline of key
dates and information:

Fri., Sept. 16 - Join with new
friends, old friends and friends you
haven't met yet to usher in Shabbat. All
ages are welcome. Email Joel Abramson,
joel@jewishnashville.org, to sign up and
be placed with a dinner group. 

Mon., Sept. 26 - Time to be
announced – Men’s Jewish Networking
program event. Open to all men in the

Young Adults Division age group.
Sat., Oct. 1, 9:30 p.m.-midnight -

New Year's bash at Merchants
Restaurant, downtown Nashville, third-
floor party room. Dress: cocktail attire.
There is a small fee. 

A breaking-the-fast party is being
planned for Yom Kippur, Sat., Oct. 8.
The Young Adults division is also look-
ing for volunteers to help build sukkahs
this fall and for volunteers to work at
food banks around town, Abramson said. 

For full information, check the list-
ings at www.jewishnashville.org or con-
tact Joel Abramson at joel@jewish-
nashville.org. c

Wealth of fall activities
on tap for young adults

T
he first annual GJCC
Invitational Golf Tourna-
ment will be held at the
18-hole Old Natchez Golf
Club on Mon., Oct. 3.
The community is invit-

ed to participate. Your support and par-
ticipation will directly benefit the
Gordon Jewish Community Center’s
programming.  

Register as a single player or as a
foursome – and possibly get to play with
NFL alumni such as Jim Arnold, Brad

Hopkins, Paul Guidry and Craig
Hentrich.  A random draw at registra-
tion will determine who the lucky golfers
are who get to play along side these guys.

To register, contact Harry Baker at
harry@nashvillejcc.org.  There are also
multiple sponsorship levels available;
Harry can assist with choosing the right
sponsorship level for you or your busi-
ness.

Registration begins at 8 a.m.  The
Old Natchez Golf Club is located at 115
Gardengate Drive in Franklin. c

GJCC Invitational Golf Tournament
welcomes NFL alumni to the greens
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

www.ZeitlinRealtors.com

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlinrealtors.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlinrealtors.com

www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nspeller@bellsouth.net

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
1720 West End Ave., Suite 403

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Lighting • Appliances

Custom Kitchens and Baths
We Light Up Your Life!

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 1560
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

HEARING AID/
AUDIOLOGY SERVICES
AUDIOLOGY ASSOCIATES AND

HEARING AIDS TODAY
Dr. Jina Scherer, Doctor of Audiology

Specializes in hearing and 
hearing aid services. 

For discount, mention this ad. 
99 White Bridge Road, Ste. 106 

615-354-8011
www.hearingaidstoday.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS

Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177

www.PartyAnimalsTN.com

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

119 McGrew Street, Suite A
Shelbyville, TN 37160

931-680-2771
www.familystaffing.com

CHILD PSYCHOLOGY
BRETT S. SHAPIRO, Ph.D., NCC
Child/adolescent psychology practice

Psychotherapy Services
Specializing in educational and psycho-
logical testing, ADHD, Autism spectrum

disorders and child/adolescent groups. 
615-329-1181 for an appointment. 

ELECTRICIAN
BOB’S ELECTRIC CO.
Fair Price - Quality Work 
Residential - Commercial  

Bob Acklin (aka Shira’s Dad), Journeyman
Ph. 615-584-8197 (m) 615-352-1914 (h)

HEATING AND COOLING
24 HOUR HEATING AND COOLING

Semi-Annual Cleaning $44.95
“Double Comfort Guarantee”

against same unit repairs until next
required maintenance*

Jon Rich, Gen. Mgr. (615) 669-1AIR
www.24hrair.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
GOINS CUSTOM DESIGN

Painting - Drywall - Wallpapter
Interior Exterior Commercial Residential

615-485-3141 Teresa Goins-Brim
Insured * Excellent Community References

"Sometime the best man for the job 
is a woman"

INSURANCE
FRIDRICH, PINSON & ROTHBERG

Jamie Rothberg
3825 Bedford Ave. Suite 203
Ph 327-9105  Dir 277-1483

jrothberg@FPRinsurance.com 

GIL FOX, LUTCF
Individual & Business Insurance

Life, Disability, Medical, Estate
Planning, Annuities, Charitable

Giving, Long Term Care     
7003 Chadwick Drive, Suite 287

Brentwood, TN 37027 • ph. 472-9161

MANAGED BENEFITS, INC.
Rodney Rosenblum

CLU - REBC - RHU - CLTC
Ruth Alexander

Life Insurance, Health Insurance, 
Disability and Long Term Care Insurance 

214 Overlook Circle, Suite 251
Brentwood, TN 37027

Ph. 615-371-2467 • Fax 615-371-5390

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU; 

Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;
Van Robins 

Auto, Home, Life, Health, 
Business Insurance

30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 
Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Pattie Bowling
Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,

Long Term Care
212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, D.D.S., M.S.

Specialist in Orthodontics Diplomate,
American Board of Orthodontics

Green Hills  
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200
Nashville, TN 37215 • Ph. 269-5903

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

REAL ESTATE
FRANKLIN PARGH (ABR)

Synergy Realty
C. 615.351.7333

PATRICIA STRAUS, Broker,
MBA, CRS, ABR

2009 SALES EXCELLENCE AWARD
TOP SALES PERSON RESIDENTIAL

REAL ESTATE, THE CITY PAPER
Fridrich & Clark Realty
www.PatriciaStraus.com

615.263.4800 (o)
615.305.8465 (m)

pstraus@realtracs.com

REAL ESTATE con’t

SECURITY SYSTEM
MONITORU.COM, INC.

Security Systems / CCTV / PERS
Low Voltage, Data and Sound Wiring

Alan Sissel  646-4668

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

TRAINING &
CERTIFICATION

PHASE ONE CONSULTANTS
EPA RRP Lead Certification

For Contractors, Renovators, Remodelers
Contact @ 615-942-5110

VETERINARIANS
MURPHY ROAD ANIMAL 

HOSPITAL, P.C.
Compassionate Medical Care for Your Pet
Professional Pet Grooming & Boarding

Puppy and Kitten Adoption Center
4408 Murphy Road  615-383-4241

www.murphyroadvet.com

WATCH REPAIR
WATCH-REPAIR

Ratt and Son / Watchmakers
Contemporary & antique restoration

615-585-1910
www.rattandson.com

WEIGHT LOSS
NASHVILLE WEIGHT LOSS CENTER

Lose 3-7 pounds of FAT per week!
Mention this ad for 1 week free.

Suriva Fischer 615-499-4222
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has been 
bringing our
community 
the latest 
Jewish news 
and features 
from Nashville
and beyond 
for more than
70 years. 

With all the talk about failing newspapers,
we want to assure you that we plan to be
appearing in your mailboxes for many years

to come (and very soon online!), despite the current
economic downturn. Our advertising revenues are
down, printing and mailing costs are up, but we have
been actively working to reduce our expenditures in
whatever way we can.

BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Now, more than ever, our annual OBSERVER PATRON
CAMPAIGN could spell the difference between an
8-page paper or a 12-16-page paper; between only black
and white photos or color photos; between no national
or international/Israel features or ample coverage of the
issues that affect our Jewish community, here and abroad.

The Observer brings you Lifecycles, information
about all of our congregations and organizations, about
community programs, interesting people and events.
This is not available anywhere else in Middle Tennessee,
because it is OUR community newspaper.

PLEASE HELP US KEEP ALL 
THE NEWS FLOWING TO YOU.

You can make a tax deductible donation to the
Observer Patron Campaign. 
There are several categories:

Publisher for $150
Editor for $100
Reporter for $50

Actual cost for $25

Please send your donation to:
The Observer

801 Percy Warner Blvd.
Nashville, TN 37205

THANK YOU!
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR MANY MORE YEARS

By Ron Kampeas

WASHINGTON (JTA) — All but
resigned to the inevitability of a
Palestinian push for statehood at the
United Nations later this month, Jewish
groups are hoping that its effects can be
blunted through aggressive diplomacy and
the threat of action by the U.S. Congress.

Jewish groups are urging foreign
diplomats to push for language that
would make any resolution more palat-
able to Israel and supporting a renewed
push to restart the peace process as an
incentive. Meanwhile, they are counting
on congressional penalties against the
Palestinians should the eventual resolu-
tion be unfavorable to Israel.

“It’s still interesting,” said Daniel
Mariaschin, the executive vice president
of B’nai B’rith International, expressing
the cautious optimism characteristic of a
range of conversations with Jewish offi-
cials that engage in U.N. forums. “We

don’t know what kind of resolution will
be introduced.”

The Obama administration is press-
ing hard to avoid any resolution, and is

hoping instead to get the parties back to
the table under the aegis of the Quartet,
the grouping of the United States, Russia,
the United Nations and the European
Union that guides the peace process.

The administration recently dis-
patched Dennis Ross, the National
Security Council’s Middle East adviser,
and David Hale, its Middle East peace
special envoy to the region, to try to
come up with a formula for moving for-
ward that will convince the Palestinians
to shelve their U.N. bid.

“I have been in contact with the
White House, with Dennis Ross, David
Hale and their team, and I know they’re
working extremely hard with the
Quartet,” Rep. Nita Lowey (D-N.Y.), the
senior Democrat on the foreign opera-
tions subcommittee of the U.S. House of
Representatives’ Appropriations
Committee, told JTA. “They’ve been
working nonstop to be creative with
their language.”

Insiders with information about the
Quartet negotiations, however, say they
don’t have much hope that the American
efforts will succeed. The Palestinians and
Russia oppose language in a statement
that would relaunch negotiations that
include recognizing Israel as Jewish state
as well as “realities on the ground” —
code for large settlements.

Palestinian officials continue to insist
that they intend to go through with their
statehood effort and will ask the U.N.
Security Council to admit a Palestinian
state as a U.N. member. The United
States has made clear that it would veto
any such resolution before the Security
Council, insisting that the proper venue
for achieving Palestinian statehood is at
the negotiating table with Israel.

A resolution recognizing Palestinian
statehood in the U.N. General Assembly
would likely gain the support of a major-
ity of member nations, but a General
Assembly vote would be largely symbol-
ic and would not grant U.N. membership
to the Palestinians.

Jewish groups say efforts are under
way to persuade key countries to shape a
resolution that would be more favorable
toward Israel.

“We’re in a much better place than
a couple of months ago,” said Jennifer
Laszlo Mizrahi, the president of The
Israel Project. “A lot more of the diplo-
mats are better educated about nuances
and challenges and opportunities.”

A resolution recognizing the eventu-
al necessity of Palestinian statehood
might even be beneficial if it included the
right language, Mizrahi said. “A watered-
down resolution that doesn’t say where
lines are, doesn’t talk about refugees and
recognizes the validity of a Jewish state,
it’s a victory for all sides, it would be win-
win for everybody,” she said.

Leading the outreach has been the
American Jewish Committee, which has
had 300 meetings with diplomats from
70 countries in the past three months —
and expects a last-minute flurry of
another 100 such meetings before the
matter comes to a vote, which is expect-
ed by Sept. 21.

The AJC’s executive director, David
Harris, said the message was getting
across. “There have been some in the
Arab world who have said recently that
this is not going to work, it’s not going to
advance the goal of a Palestinian state, it
may backfire, it may set the prospects for
peace back, and the Palestinians may be
blamed because this was their idea,”
Harris said. c

Jewish groups say U.N. resolution is inevitable, but its wording isn’t set

Israel and its supporters hope to head off a vote in the U.N. Security Council recognizing a
Palestinian state when the council meets again in late September. The council is shown meet-
ing to discuss developments in Kosovo, Aug. 30, 2011. (Courtesy United Nations)


