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Jewish Federation Annual Campaign
teams get psyched on tzedakah

By Charles Bernsen
Observer Editor 

T
he sports analogies
were flying when 40
volunteer solicitors
gathered on Aug. 22 at
the Gordon Jewish
Community Center to

kick off the 2014 annual fundraising
campaign of the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

“This is Fred Zimmerman, my
centerfielder,” said Steven Remer,
captain of Team Tzedakah, one of
seven teams of solicitors who will
engage in a friendly competition in
the coming months to help the feder-
ation raise $2.5 million. 

“I want to be the designated hit-
ter,” Zimmerman responded. 

Remer got the same good-natured
guff when he introduced Dr. Mickey
Metzman as his third baseman: “First
base,” Metzman responded.

The playful banter notwith-
standing, the volunteers were fully
aware of the significance of the
“game” and their role in it – to per-
sonally solicit 440 donors whose
annual gifts to the Jewish Federation
range from $1,000 to more than
$100,000 and are expected to
account for about 80% of the federa-
tion’s overall goal.  For the second
year the solicitors, also known as
Ambassadors, have been divided into
teams, each assigned 3-4 donors. The

teams score points for getting in-per-
son conversations with donors, per-
suading donors to increase their sup-
port, taking photos of donors to sub-
mit to the Hall of Fame, and securing
new gifts of $1,000 or more. The
team with the most points wins the
opportunity to offer additional grant
dollars to an area of service of its
choice to the tune of $10,000. 

The team concept not only
builds camaraderie among the solici-
tors but also helps create enthusiasm
among donors who like being part of
a friendly competition for a good
cause. The Jewish Federation is
sending letters signed by the ambas-
sadors, team captains and Campaign 

Continued on page 2

In his campaign pep talk to volunteers, Federation Campaign Chairman Steve Hirsch urged them to be proud of the work they are
doing in support of the local Jewish community and Jews around the world. PHOTO: CHARLES BERNSEN

Community briefing set 
on Iran nuclear program 
Oct. 1 session sponsored by Federation’s 
Community Relations Committee

By Charles Bernsen
Observer Editor 

H
ow should the interna-
tional community try-
ing to forestall a
nuclear-armed Iran
respond to the recent
election of Hassan

Rouhani as the country’s new president?  
Bob Feferman will address that

question and other issues when he
delivers a briefing next month in
Nashville on the status of Iran’s
nuclear program.  Feferman is out-
reach coordinator for United Against

Nuclear Iran
(UANI), a
nonpar t i s an ,
not-for-profit
group that
advocates for a
robust cam-
paign of eco-
nomic sanc-
tions to pre-
vent Iran from
d e v e l o p i n g

nuclear weapons.  The briefing,
which will include a question-and-
answer session and conclude with a 

Continued on page 2

Bob Feferman 
Nashville 

delegation
Maccabi Texas, 

see page 11

Shana Tova!
Happy New Year!
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Members of Team Tzedakah discuss strategy at the Aug. 22 campaign kickoff. From left, Cindee
Gold, Fred Zimmerman, Mickey Metzman and Captain Steven Remer. Six other teams also will
be soliciting major donors. PHOTO: JOEL ABRAMSON

Each team has a T-shirt in its team color
with the campaign slogan: Together WE do
Extraordinary Things.

Jewish Federation Annual Campaign teams get psyched on tzedakah
Continued from page 1
Chairman Steve Hirsch to all donors
being solicited by the teams announcing
the start of the 2014 campaign and
explaining the team approach. 

“Three years ago, we did not have
enough volunteers to be able to give our
donors the education they needed to feel
valued and a part of the significant
changes Federation Annual Campaign
grants makes in the lives of our commu-
nity members here in Nashville, In Israel
and around the world,” said the Jewish
Federation’s Campaign Director Naomi
Limor Sedek. “We wanted to change the
culture and reach out effectively to our
supporters thanking them for their sup-
port and bringing them the stories of
those whose lives they are impacting
every day through their annual gift. It all
boils down to the age-old method of one
Jew asking another Jew to support a third
Jew. Team captains and ambassadors are
doing the holy work necessary to support
our community. Volunteering in a team
approach offers valuable camaraderie
and peer support as they embark on this
amazing endeavor.”

At their Aug. 22 organizing meet-
ing, the teams donned special t-shirts in
their team colors with the slogan,
“Together WE do Extraordinary Things.”
They got some fundraising advice from
Federation Executive Director Mark
Freedman, and a stirring pep talk from
Hirsch. The message to the solicitors: Be
aggressive in approaching donors but
always honest and, above all, proud of
their mission raising funds in support of

the Nashville Jewish community and
Jews around the world. 

Hirsch recounted his meeting with an
83-year-old Belorussian woman during a
Jewish Federation trip to the former
Soviet Union and Israel in July. As an 11-
year-old child she had slipped into the
Jewish ghetto in Minsk and helped two
Jewish boys escape through a barbed-wire
fence. The girl’s family hid the boys until
they could be transferred to Jewish parti-
sans. Recognized officially as a righteous
gentile, she receives a small stipend from
the American Jewish Joint Distribution
Committee, an overseas agency supported
by the Jewish Federation of Nashville’s
Annual Campaign. 

“They were heroic at a level we can
only imagine,” Hirsch said. “Our work

may not be as heroic, but it is important
for Jews here and around the world. You
shouldn’t be shy or embarrassed about
approaching someone for money. Let’s be
proud of the work we are doing on behalf
of the Jewish community.”  

Remer has lived in Nashville for 30
years and contributes annually to the
Jewish Federation campaign. He got
involved as a volunteer four years ago by
manning a telephone during the
Tzedakah Tzunday telethon that targets
donors who give less than $1,000. He has
since stepped up to be an Ambassador
and team captain. 

“It’s important to support the Jewish
people and the state of Israel,” he said.
And noting that native Nashvillians
have traditionally shouldered much of

the volunteer work for the Jewish
Federation, he added, “I also thought it
was time for me and others who weren’t
born here to step up.”

To that end there has been a special
effort by NowGen Nashville, the Jewish
Federation’s initiative supporting com-
munity for Jews in their 20s and 30s, to
get young professionals involved as
ambassadors this year. Among them is
Jeremy Brook, a 30-year-old lawyer who
moved to Nashville with his wife four
years from Athens, Ga. He’s part of Team
Community Engagers, captained by
David Schwartz.

“David Schwartz and Dianne Berry
asked me,” said Brook, “and I have great
respect for them and their involvement,
and the importance of the work.”  c

www.TEDPAILET.com

“Even within the temple 
environment, people are still people.”

From the author 
of The Korean War 
and Me, 
Ted Pailet

Available at:
Barnes & Noble - Vanderbilt

Parnassus in Green Hills

Ted Pailet Presents the
Challenges of Decision Making

The Affairs of 

Rabbi Flowers
An Intimate Look into Clergy-Congregant Relations

The Affairs of 

Rabbi Flowers
An Intimate Look into Clergy-Congregant Relations

Also available online at:
Amazon, Barnes & Noble or directly from www.iuniverse.com

Community briefing set on Iran nuclear program 
Continued from page 1
dessert reception, will be at 7 p.m. on
Oct. 1 at the Gordon Jewish Community
Center. The free public session is being
hosted by the Community Relations
Committee of the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee as part
of an ongoing Israel education series
funded by a federation grant. 

Rouhani is often described as a prag-
matic centrist. In his inauguration speech
last month, he promised a government of
moderation and transparency and said his

election signals that Iranians want a
change from the often bellicose attitude of
his predecessor, Mahmoud Ahmadinejad.
With Rouhani indicating that his primary
focus will be to address domestic concerns,
particularly his country’s staggering econo-
my and worsening living conditions, some
foreign policy experts have suggested that
easing existing economic sanctions or
withholding new ones would provide an
opening for him to negotiate an accept-
able end to Iran’s nuclear program and
begin to ease its international isolation. 

In an interview with The Observer,
Feferman acknowledged that such discus-
sions are “a big concern” for groups like
his that are much more skeptical of the
new president. He dismissed the portrayal
of Rouhani as a moderate, calling him a
“loyal regime insider” who has defended
Iran’s nuclear ambitions. “Anyone who
calls him a moderate is basing that on him
being not quite as hardline as the other
five candidates (for president) who the
regime put on the ballot,” he said. 

Feferman said it would be a mistake to
pause or ease economic pressure on Iran
on the basis of words alone.  “Rouhani
might say some promising things in some
cases, but as long as the nuclear program is
advancing, such rhetoric is meaningless.
We cannot fall for a Rouhani charm offen-
sive and roll back sanctions while the cen-
trifuges keep spinning.” 

What’s more, even if the new presi-
dent is serious about negotiating an accept-
able agreement on Iran’s nuclear program,
it is not clear that he wields enough power
in Iran to do so. “Given that Rouhani actu-
ally answers to (Iran’s supreme leader, the
Ayatollah Ali Khamenei), there should
not be any change in the international
community’s strategy,” Feferman said.  “We
must keep pressuring Iran until the regime
has to choose between a nuclear weapon or
a functioning economy.”

UANI was formed five years ago by
a group of foreign policy experts, includ-
ing former ambassador Mark Wallace,
the late ambassador Richard Holbrooke
and former CIA director Jim Woolsey.
In addition to supporting the imposition
of sanctions by the governments of the
U.S. and other countries, UANI works
with the London-based Institute for
Strategic Dialogue to educate the public
and create grass-roots pressure on private
and publicly traded companies to stop

doing business in Iran. UANI claims to
have convinced more than 50 major
companies – including Shell, General
Electric, Siemens and Volvo – to end or
curtail business in Iran.

Some critics have opposed sanctions
for both ethical and political reasons,
arguing that by crippling the Iranian
economy they hurt ordinary citizens and
create popular animosity toward the West
that benefits the country’s hardliners.

In response, Feferman noted that the
sanctions advocated by UANI are gener-
ally targeted at members of the Iranian rul-
ing regime and have humanitarian excep-
tions. Likewise its grass-roots campaign is
aimed at pressuring companies to stop
doing non-humanitarian business in Iran.

Robust sanctions also are the best
way to avoid a military response that
would have far worse consequences for
Iran and the rest of the world, Feferman
said. Although UANI supports President
Obama’s position that all options must
be on the table, “we also say that before
employing the military option, it only
makes sense to exhaust all the others
options, especially the diplomatic option
that is enhance by tough sanctions.” 

While the problem of the Iranian
nuclear program might seem distant from
the lives of ordinary citizens, Feferman
said Iran’s direct and indirect support of
terrorist organizations that have targeted
the United States and Israel make the
prospect of a nuclear-armed Iran a cru-
cial foreign policy issue. UANI’s grass-
roots campaign offers a way for citizens
to have a meaningful impact on a foreign
policy issue that they might ordinarily
feel disconnected from. c

For more information about how to send
messages to companies doing business in Iran
visit the UANI Web site at www.uani.com.
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From the 
Campaign Trail

Proud to be their partners
By STEVE HIRSCH
Nashville Jewish Federation Campaign 
Chair

L
ast month, I shared some of
the experiences that our
Campaign Chairs and
Directors Mission had in our
visit to Minsk.  Mark
Freedman wrote about one of

the impactful meetings that we had
when we continued
on to Israel, specifi-
cally our luncheon
meeting with 11
members if the Israeli
Knesset.  There were
so many valuable
moments on the
Israel portion of the
trip, including visit-
ing the Ethiopian Heritage Center,
meeting with a group of young Israelis
and Americans participating in a
birthright trip, a senior center in Kiryat
Yam and many more.

But today I want to tell you about
the extra-curricular part of our trip.  We
said goodbye to the bulk of the
Campaign Chairs and Directors group on
Sunday evening and on Monday we
drove from Jerusalem to link up with our
friends from the Hadera-Eiron region.  I
suspect that some of you know about
Nashville’s affiliation with Hadera-Eiron
in the program known as
Partnership2Gether.  Some of you have
hosted teens in your homes during the
last few summers.  Or perhaps you have a
child travel to Israel and stay with one of
our Partnership families.  But for me, this

was all new.  The only thing I knew
about this program was what I had read
or heard from other people.

The first thing I must tell you is
about the warmth and hospitality of
everyone that I met.  The leadership of
the Hadera-Eiron Partnership commit-
tee hosted us and made Mark and me feel
like visiting royalty.  Aviad Sella, the
current head of the Israel Steering
Committee and his wife Nomi welcomed
us with a wonderful barbeque at their
home where we had a great evening with
other Steering Committee Members.
That night, I stayed at the home of Kobi
and Limor and their 4 children.  Kobi is
a PhD engineer working at the General
Motors research center in Israel and
Limor is a manager with a large Israeli
bank.  Sitting at the kitchen table and
talking with them, I realized that fami-
lies in Israel have the same hopes and
dreams as we do here. 

The next day, our
Partnership2Gether Director, Judy Yuda,
and our programming Coordinator,
Maya Shoham, the movers and shakers
of this organization took us to our first
destination, the Hillel Yaffe hospital.
Through our connection to the
Partnership region, the Jewish
Federation of Nashville had made a
grant this year to sponsor a pediatric
clown for the hospital as part of Israel’s
Dream Doctors program.  No, this is not
a joke, but there was a lot of laughing
going on.  These professional clowns
work in the pediatric ward at the hospi-
tal helping to calm children during treat-
ments, examinations and tests and gen-
erally brightening the day for children

(and adults) in the hospital.  We were
fortunate enough to see the clowns in
action and I can tell you their impact
was nothing short of amazing.  The
director of the hospital and the chief of
the pediatric service both took an hour
from their busy day to be with us and
thank us for the support of this program.  

Next stop that day was a visit to an
Ethiopian neighborhood in Hadera.  As
the most recent group of immigrants to
Israel, the Ethiopians are struggling to
“make it” and become integrated into
mainstream Israeli society.  We met with

a community group that runs an after
school program for the children in the
neighborhood to help them with lan-
guage, reading and art programs.  The
leaders of this program recognize that the
most important thing that they can do to
move their community ahead is to
emphasize the importance of education
to their children.  I was struck by the fact
that here was a community clearly in
need of help, not asking for assistance,
but demonstrating that they are willing
to take the lead in helping themselves.
Our Partnership2Gether group in
Hadera-Eiron provides aid for this pro-
gram with both financial assistance and
with people dedicating their time to
make this program successful.

As you can tell, I returned from my
first visit to Hadera-Eiron as an enthusi-
astic advocate for our participation in
Partnership2Gether.  And I returned
having made a lot of new friends in
Israel.  When Ellen and I return to Israel
in November with the community mis-
sion, the first thing on our agenda is to
reconnect with my new friends in
Hadera-Eiron.  Aviad and Nomi, Kobi
and Limor, Anat, Judy, Yael, Maya-I look
forward to seeing you then.  And I hope
that you will be able to visit Nashville in
the near future so that I can reciprocate
on your wonderful hospitality.  I am truly
proud to be partners with you. c

Steve Hirsch

Jewish Federation of Nashville Executive
Director Mark Freedman (left) and Annual
Campaign Chairman Steve Hirsch learn
firsthand what the hospital clown – funded
with help from the Nashville Federation –
means to the patients at Hillel Yaffe Hospital
in Hadera. 

L’Shana Tovah
 

Wishing You and Your Family
Good Health

Happiness
Sweet Memories

And Peace
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The Observer is online!
You can find the latest issue, past issues, plus streaming

news updates and links to Jewish organizations at

www.jewishobservernashville.org
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Bernsen brings newspaper, academic experience to Observer

T
he Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle
Tennessee welcomes
Charles Bernsen as editor
of The Jewish Observer
starting this month.  He

succeeds Kathy Carlson, who is return-
ing to full-time freelance journalism.

Bernsen has a degree in English
from Dartmouth College and spent
much of his adult life as a newspaper
journalist, including two years in Duluth,
Minn., and 25 in Memphis, where he
was a reporter, line editor and then exec-

utive Metro edi-
tor for his home-
town newspaper,
The Commercial
Appeal. 

He left jour-
nalism in 2004 to
pursue a new
career as an aca-
demic, earning a
Ph.D from

Vanderbilt in history and critical theories
of religion with a concentration in mod-
ern Judaism and a minor in ethics. His dis-

sertation was on the connection between
practical pluralism and the ethics of public
discourse in Jewish societies.  

“I spent 27 years as a newspaper
journalist and then eight studying Jewish
history and thought, so becoming the
editor of The Jewish Observer of
Nashville is a good fit and will allow me
to put both of these experiences to use
serving the Jewish community of greater
Nashville,” Bernsen said.  “It will also
allow my wife and I to remain in a city
we have grown to love since moving
here from Memphis nine years ago.”

Aside from his work at The
Observer, Bernsen continues to be aca-
demically active. He commutes each
week to Memphis to teach a religion
course at the University of Memphis,
where he is an adjunct professor. An arti-
cle based on his dissertation will be pub-
lished later this year as a chapter in a
book on religious pluralism. 

Bernsen enjoys cooking, hiking, bird
watching, baseball, and, when he gets
the chance, canoeing and wilderness
camping. He and his wife, Debbie
White, have two grown sons. c

Charles Bernsen 
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Save the date – Nov. 17 – for Global Day of Jewish Learning
By MARK FREEDMAN
Executive Director
Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee

M
ark your calendars for
Sunday, Nov. 17,
from 9:30 a.m. to 3
p.m. On this special
day, plan to attend
the Nashville Jewish

community’s Global Day of Jewish
Learning that will be held at the Akiva
School for the second consecutive year.

The theme of the day is “Creating
Together” and the program kicks off with
a special presentation by Global Day
Scholar-in-Residence Rabbi David Levin-
Kruss.  Rabbi Levin-Kruss is a faculty
member of the Pardes Institute of Jewish
Studies in Jerusalem. He will offer a com-
pelling keynote session titled “What Price
Pluralism: Creating Unity While
Acknowledging What Separates Us.”
The session will involve learning from
Jewish text in an engaging interactive for-

Vanderbilt Hillel, discussing their senior
thesis projects, all of which focus on con-
temporary and historical Jewish themes.

A complete listing of breakout ses-
sion leaders and topics will appear in the
October issue of The Observer and will
also available on the Global Day of
Jewish Learning website beginning in
late September by visiting www.jew-
ishobservernashville.org. 

Check back at The Observer web-
site in late September for more informa-
tion and to register for the Global Day of
Jewish Learning.  Information may also
be accessed by visiting the Jewish
Federation of Nashville website,
www.jewishnashville.org.

The Global Day of Jewish Learning
is funded by the Jewish Federation and
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and

Middle Tennessee. The appearance of
Rabbi David Levin-Kruss is made possi-
ble through the generosity of Libby and
Moshe Werthan.  

The Global Day of Jewish Learning
community partners include:  Akiva
School, Gordon Jewish Community
Center, Jewish Family Service, NowGen,
JMingle, Get Connected, PJ Library,
Vanderbilt Hillel, Congregation Beit
Tefilah Chabad, Congregation Micah,
Congregation Sherith Israel, The
Temple, West End Synagogue, B’nai
B’rith Youth Organization (BBYO),
Chabad Jewish Student Center at
Vanderbilt University, Hadassah
Nashville Chapter, National Council of
Jewish Women Nashville Chapter, B’nai
B’rith Social Unit and B’nai B’rith
Maimonides Lodge #46. c

mat.  The program
will be web-streamed
live as part of the
Aleph Society’s 24
hours of continuous
broadcasting from
Global Day learning
sites from around the
world.  

Following the
opening session, there will several break-
out sessions with local Jewish clergy and
other Jewish educators focusing on vari-
ous aspects of the theme of “Creating
Together.” After the first breakout ses-
sion, a luncheon program will include a
rabbis panel that will provide a unique
opportunity to hear our local rabbis
address the various themes of the day.  

Following lunch a second series of
breakout sessions will be offered.  The day
will conclude with a summary session
between session leaders and participants.
One of the afternoon sessions will feature
several students from Vanderbilt
University, who are active members of the

Rabbi David
Levin-Kruss

The Observer 
is online!

You can find the latest issue, 
past issues, plus streaming
news updates and links to 

Jewish organizations at

www.jewishobserver
nashville.org
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Save the Date! 
 

Hillel Celebrates 
 

Goldie Shepard 
Sunday, October 20, 2013 

6:30 P.M. 
 

Please join Vanderbilt Hillel 
as we honor our beloved friend 

 
Watch for your invitation! 

 
For information, contact Hillel at 615-322-8376 or 

hillel@vanderbilt.edu 
 

Jewish Foundation helps the Boehms 
connect to hometown, Jewish homeland

This is part of an occasional series in
which community members talk about what
Nashville and the Jewish Foundation of
Nashville mean to them.

By Kathy Carlson

S
pending their lives in their
hometown has made a big
difference for Frank and Julie
Boehm. It has influenced
how they envision their roles
in Nashville’s Jewish com-

munity and in Music City as a whole.
Julie remembers growing up in a

town where everyone knew one another.
There was The Temple, Sherith Israel and
West End Synagogue, Schwartz’s deli, and
socializing at “The Center,” the old
Jewish Community Center that was torn
down to make way for Interstate 440.

Except for his college and medical

studies, Frank has lived in Nashville.
His ties are strong; for the past 25 years,
for example, he gets together once a
month for dinner with friends he has
known since early childhood.

“When you’re in a big city you don’t
necessarily feel (you’re) an integral part
of the city,” he said.   “You may feel like
you’re an integral part of your neighbor-
hood,” but not the city as a whole.  Even
in a growing Nashville, he feels comfort-
able and enjoys making a difference. He
likes the idea that in a highly mobile
society, he and his family have roots in a
Jewish community that is warm, friendly
and accepting.  

“I’ve always been very involved in
the Jewish Federation and the
Temple,” Julie said.  And her family’s
philanthropy extends to the entire
Nashville community – arts, educa-
tion, and civic organizations.

“My cause is Judaism, and the survival
of Judaism,” says Frank.  “In Judaism, our
whole thing is life on earth now, tikkun
olam.  That’s our raison d’etre.

“…I’m really interested in the secu-
rity of Israel. I’ve been there three or four
times. … We’ve got to keep Israel strong.
… I feel very committed to the survival
of Israel.  Our little part is to give a little
money.”

That’s where the Jewish Foundation
of Nashville comes in.  

When Frank was president of the
Nashville Jewish Federation and
Foundation, he would tell people that
Federation’s annual campaign funds
the Jewish community’s checkbook,
and the Foundation represents
deposits into the community’s savings
account or investments.

Without the Jewish Foundation, the
community would be living month to

month, he said.  The objective is to grow
the Foundation “savings account” to the
point that interest can fund programs for
the community and ensure that annual
gifts to Federation can continue after the
donor’s death.

It’s easy to work with the Jewish
Foundation to set up a fund, Julie said.
Donors aren’t required to expend money
on the front end but can provide in their
wills for gifts to the Jewish Foundation.

“Julie and I were brought up in
homes that honored Judaism, took pride
in being Jewish and helping other Jews,”
Frank said. “Now that we’ve done well, I
feel it’s my responsibility to share some of
that with the community that gave so
much to us.” 

“I wish we had more so we could do
more,” Julie added.  Participating in
Foundation is a way of “giving back ot a
community that’s been good to you.” c

Vanderbilt Hillel fundraiser will honor caterer Goldie Shepard
By Amy Eskind

O
n a typical Friday night
during the school year, a
hundred casually clad
undergraduate and grad-
uate students file into
the Ben Schulman

Center for Jewish Life to attend a stu-
dent-led Shabbat service, or, more com-
monly, they just come for Shabbat din-
ner. They come for the camaraderie, they
come to unwind, and they come to enjoy
the brisket prepared by Nashville caterer
Goldie Shepard. 

“Goldie’s brisket reminds me of my
grandmother’s brisket,” says student pres-
ident Jacob Grossman, a senior who has
been enjoying Hillel’s free Shabbat din-
ners since freshman year. “Most of my
friends are there every Friday night. I
love the community – it’s my home away
from home.”

Jessi Solomon, a fourth-year medical
student who has been coming to Shabbat
at Hillel since her undergraduate days, is
partial to Goldie’s desserts. “You would
never know they are kosher,” she says.
“They are just delicious.” 

Solomon says she also loves to visit
with Shepard. “Goldie is a motherly fig-
ure around Hillel,” she says. “She keeps
tabs on the students. She knows my par-
ents, and she always asks about my
brother, who lives in Washington, DC.
She always asks how my friends are, and
what my plans are for the summer. When
my parents come to Nashville, they
always make sure to come to Hillel for
Shabbat dinner.”

Shepard will be honored for her

magnanimous support, her years of dedi-
cation, and her well known culinary
skills at the first annual community
fundraiser for Vanderbilt Hillel, sched-
uled for Sunday evening October 20.
Shepard, owner of Shepard’s Catering &
Carry-Out, has been serving holiday
meals at Hillel since 2005, and weekly
Shabbat dinners since 2006. A sampling
of Shepard’s specialties will be featured
at the event, to be held at the Ben
Schulman Center for Jewish Life. As an
independent non-profit, Hillel does not
receive funding from the University or
Hillel International. With a budget of
just over $500,000, Hillel is dependent
on donations from parents, alumni, stu-
dents, and the Nashville community. 

Hillel is a beneficiary agency of the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee, and also receives sup-
port from the National Council for
Jewish Women-Nashville Section as
well as almost 200 local donors. “The
Nashville Jewish community has been a
critical part of the fundraising that was
needed to build the Schulman Center for
Jewish Life, and now that we have fin-
ished our capital and endowment cam-
paigns we must re-engage the local com-
munity and reintroduce our stakeholders
to what Hillel does for students,” says
executive director Ari Dubin.

Approximately 600 students partici-
pate in a Hillel service or activity over
the course of the year, and more than
half of those participate in multiple
activities each semester. 

Fifteen years ago, 3 percent of
Vanderbilt’s undergraduate population
was Jewish. Today more than 15 per-

Calling for auction items 
for GJCC Main Event

T
he Gordon Jewish
Community Center’s
annual fund-raising event,
The Main Event, is just
around the corner –
Saturday, Oct. 26, in fact.  

Every year staff and department
heads have been so generous with per-
sonal and department donations for our

silent and live auctions.  
Besides GJCC department related

items, restaurant coupons, sports events
tickets, items from local shops, etc. all
help contribute to the success of our auc-
tion, and the GJCC needs your support.

Contact Carrie Mills,
carrie@nashvillejcc.org, for more infor-
mation on how to donate items. c

cent is Jewish, with more than 1,000
Jewish students. 

The Ben Schulman Center for
Jewish Life is named in honor of Ben
Schulman, a 1939 Vanderbilt graduate
whose contribution and leadership
helped make the new center a reality.
Since opening its doors in 2002, the
Center has been a magnet for attracting
Jewish students to Vanderbilt. “A lot of
folks coming from the northeast have
concerns and trepidation about being
Jewish in the South,” says Dubin.
“Parents are looking for reassurances that
they are not sending their children to a
Jewish wasteland. They come to the
Center and they really appreciate it.
They see there is a vibrant Jewish life
here. Jewish students used to come to
Vanderbilt despite the Jewish life on
campus, and now they are coming
because of it.”

Indeed, Dubin says, “Jewish stu-

dents who come to Vanderbilt tend to
affiliate at a higher rate than other
schools partly because we give them a
cultural connection to home that they
would miss otherwise.” 

Aside from Shabbat, Hillel offers a
myriad of programs, including major
speakers such as former Israeli Prime
Minister Ehud Barak, a Birthright Israel
trip in the summer, and a community
service spring break trip, this year to
Cuba. Hillel also hosts a half dozen stu-
dent-led Passover Seders, which have
included specific Seders for freshmen,
seniors, social action, women, men,
Greek life, Sephardic students, and oth-
ers. The Seders are so well-attended they
must be held in the larger Student Life
Center. 

Adding to the activity at the Center
is Grins, a popular Kosher vegetarian
café, open weekdays to students and the
public. c
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High Holy Days and Sukkot/Simcha Torah Services and Events for 2013 (5774)
Congregation Beit Tefilah
Chabad
Orthodox
95 Bellevue Road
Nashville, TN 37221
Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel
(615) 646-5750

First night of Rosh Hashanah
Wednesday, Sept. 4
6:45 p.m. Candle lighting and service
7:30 p.m. New Year’s Eve dinner

(Dinner reservations required: please
visit www.chabadnashville.com)

First day of Rosh Hashanah
Thursday, Sept. 5
9 a.m. Morning service
10:15–11:15 a.m. Children’s service
11:30 a.m. Shofar sounding
12:30 p.m. Mussaf
6 p.m. Tashlich, Percy Warner Park
Light candles after 7:50 p.m.

Second day of Rosh Hashanah
Friday, Sept. 6
9 a.m. Morning service
10:15–11:15 a.m. Children’s service
11:30 a.m. Shofar sounding
12:30 p.m. Mussaf

Yom Kippur Eve
Friday, Sept. 13
6:30 a.m. Light Yom Kippur candles
6:45 a.m. Kol Nidrei service

Yom Kippur Day
Shabbat, Sept. 14
9:30 a.m. Morning service
10:30–11:30 a.m. Children’s service
11:30 a.m. Yizkor memorial service
12 p.m. Mussaf
3:30 p.m. The Inner Circle
5:15 p.m. Mincha
6 p.m. Ne’ilah closing service
7:36 p.m. Havdalah service and “Break

the Fast”

Wednesday, Sept. 18
6:34 p.m. Candle Lighting
6:45 p.m. Evening Service and

Communal Sukkot Dinner

Thursday, Sept. 19
9:30 a.m. Morning Service                               
10:30 a.m. Lulav Shake
11:30 a.m. Priestly Blessings
7:28 p.m. Candle Lighting 

Friday, Sept 20
9:30 a.m. Morning Service                            
10:30 a.m. Lulav Shake
11:30 a.m. Priestly Blessings
6:31 p.m. Shabbat Lighting 
6:45 p.m. Kabbalat Shabbat

Saturday, Sept.  21
9:30 a.m. Shabbat morning service
Noon Kiddush and Cholent

Wednesday, Sept. 25 
Shmini Atzeret begins
6:23 p.m. Candle Lighting                            
6:45 p.m. Evening service and Chasidic

Hakafot

Thursday, Sept. 26
Shmini Atzeret
9:30 a.m. Morning Service                                  
11:15 a.m. Yizkor Service                  
11:45 a.m. Preistly Blessings

Thursday, Sept. 26 
Simchat Torah Celebration
7:18 p.m. Candle Lighting .
7:20 p.m. Simchat Torah Service
7:45 p.m. Grand Community Hakafot

and Dinner 

Friday, Sept. 27 
9:30 a.m. Festive Simchat Torah

Service         
11 a.m. Conclude reading the entire

Torah
6:20 p.m. Genesis Shabbat Candle

Lighting
6:30 p.m. Shabbat Bereishit celebration       

Shabbat, Sept. 28
9:30 a.m. Shabbat Bereishit service
Noon Kiddush and Cholent                    

Sunday, Sept. 22
5 p.m. Family Sukkah Fest!   

Congregation Micah
Reform
2001 Old Hickory Blvd.
Brentwood
615/377-9799
Rabbi Laurie Rice
Rabbi Flip Rice

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Wednesday, Sept. 4
7:30 p.m. Erev Rosh Hashanah service

Rosh Hashanah
Thursday, Sept. 5
10 a.m. Morning service followed by

Tashlich service 
3 p.m. Youth service (5th grade – high

school)
3:15 p.m. Young family service (birth –

4th grade)

Afternoon services followed by Tashlich
service and Birthday Party for the
World

Kol Nidrei
Friday, Sept. 13
7:30 p.m. Kol Nidrei 

Yom Kippur
Saturday, Sept. 14
10 a.m. Morning service
1 p.m. Young Family service (birth-4th

grade)
1 p.m. Youth Service (5th grade-High

School)
1 p.m. Study session
2 p.m. Healing service
2 p.m. Study session
3:30 p.m. Afternoon service
5 p.m. Yizkor - memorial service, fol-

lowed by Neilah - concluding service

Following Yom Kippur services, we will
break the fast as a community (contact
congregation for more information)

Friday, Sept. 20
Sukkot Sleepover
5 p.m. Campsite Opens
7 p.m. Dinner 
7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service                         

Friday, Sept. 27
Simchat Torah Celebration 
6:30 p.m. Pre-Neg Libations and Snacks         
7:30 p.m. Shabbat Service and Torah

Dancing   

Congregation 
Sherith Israel
Orthodox
3600 West End Ave.
Rabbi Saul Strosberg
(615) 292-6614

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Wednesday, Sept. 4
6:54 p.m. Candle lighting
7 p.m. Evening services

First Day Rosh Hashanah
Thursday, Sept. 5
8 a.m. Preliminary services 
9:30 a.m. Torah reading
10:15 a.m. Rabbi’s address/shofar
10:40 a.m. Musaf
12:45 p.m. Lunch (reservations

required)  
2:30 p.m. Tashlich at Richland Creek 
6:45 p.m. Mincha/Maariv 
7:50 p.m. Candle lighting

Second Day Rosh Hashanah
Friday, Sept. 6
8 a.m. Preliminary services
9:30 a.m. Torah reading
10:15 a.m. Rabbi’s address/shofar
10:40 a.m. Musaf
6:45 p.m. Mincha/Maariv
6:51 p.m. Shabbat candles

Kol Nidre
Friday, Sept. 13
6:30 a.m. Shacharit
2 p.m. Mincha
(6:30 p.m. Late Mincha)
6:41 p.m. Candle lighting
6:45 p.m. Kol Nidre

Yom Kippur
Saturday, Sept. 14
8:30 a.m. Shacharit
10:30 a.m. Torah reading
11 a.m. Rabbi’s address
11:20 a.m. Yizkor
11:40 a.m. Musaf
4 p.m. Reading of the Names 
4:30 p.m. Mincha
6:15 p.m. Neilah
7:36 p.m. Shofar followed by Break-Fast

Friday, Sept. 20
Sukkot 
Following Evening Service 

Congregational Sukkot Dinner

The Temple - Congregation
Ohabai Sholom
Reform
5014 Harding Rd.
Rabbi Mark Schiftan
Rabbi Shana Mackler
(615) 352-7620

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Wednesday, Sept. 4
7:30 p.m. Erev Rosh Hashanah service

Rosh Hashanah
Thursday, Sept. 5
9 a.m. Family service 
9 a.m. Tot Yom Tov
10:30 a.m. Morning service
12:30 p.m. President’s Rosh Hashanah

reception
12:45 p.m. Tashlich at the Creek

Kol Nidre
Friday, Sept. 13
7:30 p.m. Kol Nidre service

Yom Kippur
Saturday, Sept. 14
9 a.m. Family service
9 a.m. Tot Yom Tov 
10:30 a.m. Morning service 
12:45 p.m. Congregants hour 
2 p.m. Afternoon service 
3:15 p.m. Study hour 
4:15 p.m. Yizkor and concluding service 
Break-Fast following concluding service

(reservations required)

Friday, Sept. 26
Sukkot
11 a.m. Yizkor Service 

Saturday, Sept. 27
Simchat Torah
6 p.m. Simchat Torah Service and

Dinner 

West End Synagogue
Conservative
3814 West End Ave.
Rabbi Joshua Kullock
(615) 269-4592

Erev Rosh Hashanah
Wednesday, Sept. 4
6 p.m. Service begins

First Day of Rosh Hashanah
Friday, Sept. 5
8:30 a.m. Service begins
11 a.m. Family and student services*
5:30 p.m. Mincha and Tashlich in

Centennial Park

Second Day of Rosh Hashanah
Friday, Sept. 6
8:30 a.m. Service begins
11 a.m. Family and student services*

Kol Nidre
Friday, Sept. 13
6 p.m. Service begins

Yom Kippur
Saturday, Sept. 14
9:30 a.m. Service begins
11 a.m. Family and student services*
11:30 a.m. Learners service led by

Sophie Rapoport following rabbi’s
D’var Torah

During the High Holidays, Cantor Beth
Weiner will be guest cantor.  She is a for-
mer West End cantor now living in Israel.

*Separate services for families with
young children (preschool-first grade),
for children in grades 2-7, and for teens.
Contact WES Office (615 269 4592)
for more information

Thursday, Sept. 19
First Day of Sukkot
9:30 a.m. Shacharit Service
6 p.m. Mincha Service
7:28 p.m. Candle Lighting

Friday, Sept. 20 
Second Day of Sukkot
9:30 a.m. Shacharit Service
6 p.m. Mincha Service
6:30 p.m. Candle Lighting

Sunday, Sept. 22
11:30 a.m.-1 p.m. Religious School

Sukkot Lunch (with Matt Barr and
Bibleraps)

Wednesday, Sept. 25
Shemini Atzeret
6 p.m. Mincha/Ma’ariv
6:04 p.m. Candle Lighting

Thursday, Sept. 26
Simchat Torah 
9:30 a.m. Shacharit Service and Yizkor
5:30 p.m. Simchat Torah Dinner
6:15 p.m. Childrens and Youth Service
6:45 p.m. Service with Torah Procession
7:17 p.m. Candle Lighting

Friday, Sept. 27
9:30 a.m. Shacharit Service and Torah

Procession
6 p.m. Mincha/Ma’ariv
6:20 p.m. Candle Lighting
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 N A S H V I L L E
Trunk & Bag

Free monogramming 
on leather products.

Free gift wrapping.

4009 Hillsboro Pike, Ste. 103

Nashville, Tennessee 37215

615.385.4000

(in Grace’s Plaza)

C
omplete confidence that
out of town guests will
feel “right at home” is a
primary concern for
every host or hostess, no
matter what the social

event that draws your visitors.  Hampton
Inn & Suites - Green Hills specializes in
just that: making our home their home
away from home.

We are a boutique-style select-serv-
ice hotel right in the heart of Green
Hills’ fantastic shopping, dining and
entertainment district.  We can offer
both comfortable standard rooms and
spacious residential king suites with fully
furnished kitchens. 

We provide your guests with compli-
mentary cost saving services and amenities
often added to the bill at other hotels.  Our

Hampton Green Hills brings travelers home

N
ashville Trunk & Bag
has been in business
over 80 years and
boasts the widest selec-
tion of small leather
goods, briefcases, lug-

gage and a variety of writing instruments
and fountain pen ink.

Whether you purchase a leather
wallet, journal, shave kit, brief bag or
any other leather goods, you can have
that item monogrammed and gift-
wrapped free of charge while you wait.

Located in Grace’s Plaza in Green
Hills, Nashville Trunk has a history of
longtime owners who have a true passion
for customer service.  If you are a fre-
quent traveler you can expect to be
offered a “loaner” piece of luggage while
yours is being sent for repair as well as
suggestions for finding just the right item

for yourself or as a gift.
One of the most popular bands the

store carries is Briggs & Riley.  Whether
you’re a road warrior or only take a few
trips a year, you will appreciate the
many features and benefits of these
products.  Briggs & Riley affords you the
most packing room because of their
patented “outsider handle system.”
Their bags have a three-inch expansion
and their warranty is the best in the
industry. Other than losing the bag,
your warranty covers everything except
loss and includes damage by the air-
lines. The repairs are done at no charge
and your luggage is returned to your
home or office.

Our hours are 10 a.m.-5:30 p.m.,
Monday through Saturday and we can be
reached at (615) 385-4000. c

– Advertiser-furnished copy

Pack up and escape with
Nashville Trunk & Bag

W
hen we think trav-
el, we think of fly-
ing on an airplane.
The humidity on
an average flight is
a stunningly low 16

percent.  “This low humidity brings out
symptoms in patients who have underly-
ing marginally dry eyes.  It can be the fac-
tor that throws them off the cliff,” says Dr.
Michele Sonsino, optometrist and owner
of Optique Eyecare and Eyewear.

Dry eyes affects mostly those over the
age of 40, although younger people who
wear contact lenses, have allergies, or take
certain medications can also be affected.
Sonsino says, “There are many causes of
dry eyes, but newer research is starting to
show that most cases are due to poor tear
quality rather than low tear quantity.”
The tears are made of many different com-

ponents that are secreted by different
glands.  A problem in the glands that line
the lower eyelid will produce poor quality
tears.  “The tears may evaporate too quick-
ly and leave the surface of the eye exposed
to the environment,” says Sonsino.
Although this rarely causes blindness, it
can cause significant discomfort.

Once properly diagnosed, the cause
of dry eyes can be treated.   Fortunately,
there are some relatively simple steps
that people can take to improve their
symptoms.  Doing hot compresses with a
moistened towel applied to the lower lid
goes a long way to keep the glands in the
lower lid doing their job.  Sonsino
explains, “If you are planning on taking a
flight, the best thing you can do for dry-
ness is to take off your contact lenses and
wear your glasses.” c

– Advertiser-furnished copy

Optique’s Sonsino offers
advice on fighting dry eyes

rate includes free WiFi, local calls, and our
highly praised breakfast buffet with hot
items daily. The facility offers a computer
center, fitness facility, and laundry services
for their convenience during their visit.

The atrium-style sixth-floor Belle
Meade room offers a dynamic view of
the Green Hills area, perfect for brides-
maid luncheons, rehearsal dinners,
receptions, and birthday parties. To

keep your visitors entertained during
free times, we are in walking distance of
the Mall at Green Hills, 15 restaurants,
and a 16-screen cinema.

Contact us at Hampton Inn &
Suites - Green Hills, 2324 Crestmoor
Road, Nashville, at (615) 777-0001 or
online at www.hampton-inn.com/
hi/nash-greenhills c

– Advertiser-furnished copy
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Support Our
Advertisers.

Tell them you 
saw their ad in 
The Observer!

What’s your RETURN on LIFE ?? 
Now, more than ever, the time you spend with family, friends and 
even yourself is your most valuable investment. To ensure you’re 

spending it wisely, take advantage of my personal knowledge, 
expertise, and connections around the globe to design your 

personalized travel experiences. 
 There’s never been a better time to invest in your life! 

 
Janet B. Krebs            

Belle Meade Vacations    

  Virtuoso Travel Advisor 
           615 – 425 - 4123 

Belle Meade Plaza
4548 Harding Rd.

Nashville, TN 37205
615-269-3288

bellemeadejewelry.com

I
srael Experience®, a subsidiary
of The Jewish Agency for Israel,
was named one of Israel’s top 10
travel companies, according to
Globes, Israel’s leading financial
daily. The travel study, conduct-

ed by Dun & Bradstreet, placed Israel
Experience alongside other well-known
travel stalwarts such as IDB Tours,
Ophir Tours and Daka90, and cement-
ed Israel Experience as a leader in
Israel’s tourism trade. The Jewish

Agency announced the ranking in a
news release.

Israel Experience specializes in edu-
cational trips in Israel and, to a lesser
degree, in Jewish heritage tours in
Eastern Europe.  Each year, Israel
Experience brings approximately 30,000
participants from around the world on
educational trips and programs in Israel.
The travel company connects an addi-
tional 36,000 olim chadashim (new
immigrants) and Israeli high school stu-

JAFI subsidiary named one of Israel’s top 10 travel companies
dents from disadvantaged cities with her-
itage trips and tours in Israel. 

Israel Experience will soon bring its
300,000th participant on an educational
tour to Israel since beginning its opera-
tions in 2000. “Israel Experience is the
address for quality educational travel
within Israel.  These trips strengthen
Jewish identity and create connections
with the people of Israel through mean-
ingful experiences in the land of Israel,”
Amos Hermon, CEO of Israel

Experience, said in the release. “In addi-
tion to the connections we have with
Jewish organizations and communities
from around the world, Israel Experience
also caters to high school students and
college graduates seeking an Israel expe-
rience through Taglit-Birthright Israel:
Israel Experience and our flagship pro-
gram Career Israel, through Masa Israel
Journey, where students can intern at
one of Israel’s top 700 top companies in
a variety of industries.” c

By Raphi Bloom
JNS.org

(Originally published by www.Jewish.Travel,
the new online travel magazine)

B
udapest is the 25th most-
visited city in the world,
and it’s easy to understand
why, with its amazing archi-
tecture, its enormous World
Heritage Site, and its thera-

peutic hot springs. But Jewish travelers
also have a captivating Jewish story
beckoning them to Budapest.

When I visited with my family, I was
determined to get the inside track on
that Jewish story. The guidebooks only
tell you so much, so I wanted somebody
who could help us to really feel the place,
as well as see it.

Growing up under Communist rule
has made Andrea Medgyesi very proac-
tive in protecting and furthering Jewish
life in Budapest and across Hungary. She
helps visitors of all Jewish backgrounds,
from secular to ultra-Orthodox, to appre-
ciate the city.

Andrea collected us from our hotel,
the Palazzo Zichy, and her insights start-
ed there. The hotel, she said, belonged
to the same Zichy family that was partic-
ularly kind to the Jews in 18th century.

In the Jewish Quarter
We drove to the Jewish Quarter and

walked through some of the old, narrow
streets where Andrea pointed out the
multitude of Jewish markings on the
buildings—Stars of David and menorah’s
carved into the brickwork. They imme-
diately gave us a sense of the centuries of
Jewish life here.

Andrea explained that in Budapest
the Jewish people live in the “Jewish
Quarter,” as opposed to the “Jewish
Ghetto” and that buildings and not

walls marked the areas perimeter. The
Ghetto only came into existence and
walls were only built when the Nazi
occupation began.

We made our way to one of three
main synagogues in Budapest, the
Kazinczy, and marveled at its beautiful
art nouveau. As we sat on the pews
Andrea gave us a fascinating talk on the
history of Jews in Hungary and Budapest,
covering centuries and complete with
maps and pictures. Her enthusiasm is
spellbinding, and she answered all our
questions with ease and knowledge.

From there, we continued walking,
making a quick stop at the kosher bakery.
Andrea then surprised us with a stop at a
rundown courtyard where there was a
farmers’ market with traditional
Hungarian food, drink, and entertain-
ment. This gave a glimpse of Hungary
you do not see from the modern day
international shops lining the streets.

Worship and remembrance
Next was the Dohany Street

Synagogue. Built in mid 19th century in
the Moorish style, this cathedral-like
synagogue is the most well known Jewish
site in Budapest. Seating 3,000 people in
total, it is the third largest synagogue in
the world. The Dohany was built for the
Neolog movement—an early non-
Orthodox movement. Two of the most

Jewish history of Budapest: A day trip to a golden age
obvious deviations from Orthodox syna-
gogues of its time are that the bimah is at
the front of the synagogue instead of the
center, and there is a huge organ.

The synagogue was actually built
before such other impressive Budapest
landmarks like the Opera House, which
underscores the fact that Jewish influ-
ence and life in Budapest burgeoned
even before the heyday of the Austro-
Hungarian empire.

In the grounds of the Dohany
Synagogue is a mass grave of some 2,000
Jewish souls from the time of the Second
World War. There is also a silver weeping
willow tree commissioned by Tony Curtis,
the Jewish Hollywood actor, in memory of
his parents. By the tree people can make a
donation and inscribe the names of fami-
ly members lost in the Holocaust.

The Hungarian Jewish Museum is
located in the synagogue complex. It has
a sad and fascinating exhibition on
Hungary during the World War Two, and
features on some of the famous gentiles
such as Raoul Wallenberg who saved
thousands of Jews.

Andrea told us a very moving story
of children who were saved or hidden by
the church during the war so that they
could convert them later on. After the
war, rabbis asked for permission to visit
orphanages at bedtime, and went into
the dormitories and starting saying the
Shema prayer. Immediately many chil-
dren, whose memories were triggered by
this universal Jewish bedtime prayer,
started crying. The rabbis then knew
which children were Jewish and removed
them to Jewish homes.

From the Dohany we walked to the
city’s historic modern-Orthodox syna-
gogue, the Rumbach, which is now sadly
derelict. Despite its sad condition, the
synagogue, another Moorish building,
conveys a sense of the grandeur of
Budapest Jewry from a past age.

Landmark to courage
I found the next site particularly

moving. Located in a quiet back street,
you could walk by the Glass House and
never have the slightest idea what went
on there. Carl Lutz, a Swiss diplomat,
protected and issued Swiss papers to tens
of thousands of Hungarian Jews from
there, saving their lives. Working from a
nondescript glass factory owned by a
Jewish family, Lutz became of one the
true righteous among the nations—non-
Jews who risked their lives to save Jews.
We all know about Wallenberg, but here
was a true un-sung hero who saved thou-
sands of our brothers and sisters. How
many tens, if not hundreds of thousands
of Jewish people are alive today because
of his selfless acts?

After mid-October 1944, when the
Hungarian Arrow Smith Party came into
power, the Glass House was the only
fragile island of some relative safety dur-
ing the raging terror for the persecuted in
Budapest. The exhibition tells its story.

Our final stop was the Danube
River, where we saw the Shoes on the
Danube Promenade, a memorial to Jews
who were killed by fascist Arrow Cross
militiamen in Budapest during World
War II. They were ordered to take off
their shoes, and were shot at the edge
of the water so that their bodies fell
into the river and were carried away.
Shoes on the Danube represents their
shoes left behind on the bank. The tour
left us with a huge amount of knowl-
edge about the history of our
Hungarian Jewish brothers and sisters,
and a feeling of pride at what they had
accomplished for themselves over cen-
turies of life there. c

Andrea Medgyesi’s website is
www.jewishvisitorsservice.com

Raphi Bloom is co-publisher of
Jewish.Travel

The Dohany Synagogue in Budapest. 
PHOTO: RAPHI BLOOM
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Have a Happy
and Healthy
New Year

The Ducklo Family

SHEPARD’S CATERING
Very Happy to Serve You!

615-356-2472
615-305-9438

May the Holiday Season
bring you Peace

and Good Health.

Goldie, Mark & Polly Shepard
Jennie, Brad & Evan Zagnoev

From travel.state.gov

H
ere are some quick tips
from the Bureau of
Consular Affairs of the
U.S. Department of
State to make your trav-
el easier and safer:

• Sign up for the Smart Traveler
Enrollment Program so the State
Department can better assist you
in an emergency: Let us know your
travel plans through the Smart
Traveler Enrollment Program, a free
online service at https://travelregis-
tration.state.gov. This will help us
contact you if there is a family emer-
gency in the U.S., or if there is a cri-
sis where you are traveling. In accor-
dance with the Privacy Act, infor-

mation on your welfare and where-
abouts will not be released to others
without your express authorization.

• Sign passport, and fill in the emer-
gency information: Make sure you
have a signed, valid passport, and a
visa, if required, and fill in the
emergency information page of
your passport.

• Leave copies of itinerary and pass-
port data page: Leave copies of your
itinerary, passport data page and visas
with family or friends, so you can be
contacted in case of an emergency.

• Check your overseas medical
insurance coverage: Ask your med-
ical insurance company if your poli-
cy applies overseas, and if it covers
emergency expenses such as medical
evacuation. If it does not, consider

State Department offers tips for traveling abroad
supplemental insurance.

• Familiarize yourself with local con-
ditions and laws: While in a foreign
country, you are subject to its laws.
The State Department web site at
http://travel.state.gov/travel/cis_pa_
tw/cis/cis_1765.html has useful safe-
ty and other information about the
countries you will visit.

• Take precautions to avoid being a
target of crime: To avoid being a
target of crime, do not wear conspic-
uous clothing or jewelry and do not
carry excessive amounts of money.
Also, do not leave unattended lug-
gage in public areas and do not
accept packages from strangers.

• Contact us in an emergency:
Consular personnel at U.S. Embassies
and Consulates abroad and in the

U.S. are available 24 hours a day, 7
days a week, to provide emergency
assistance to U.S. citizens. Contact
information for U.S. Embassies and
Consulates appears on the Bureau of
Consular Affairs website at
http://travel.state.gov . Also note that
the Office of Overseas Citizen
Services in the State Department’s
Bureau of Consular Affairs may be
reached for assistance with emergen-
cies at 1-888-407-4747, if calling
from the U.S. or Canada, or 202-501-
4444, if calling from overseas.

For detailed information about
steps you can take to ensure a safe trip,
see How to Have a Safe Trip, at
http://travel.state.gov/travel/tips/tips_1
232.html#safe_trip c

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Yad
Vashem has been ranked fourth in the
top 25 museums in the world by the
travel website TripAdvisor.  Israel’s
Holocaust memorial and museum also
was awarded the website’s 2013
Certificate of Excellence award given to
sites that consistently receive outstand-
ing traveler reviews. TripAdvisor is a
popular travel website driven by reviews
and comments of tourists and travelers.
To qualify for a Certificate of
Excellence, tourist sites must maintain
an overall rating of 4 or higher out of a
possible 5, as reviewed by travelers on

TripAdvisor. Yad Vashem is currently
listed as first among 146 recommended
sites to visit in Jerusalem.  Visitors who
commented on the site applauded the
“moving and informative displays” and
the “incredible use of architecture,
audio visual, photos, and actual items to
recreate a time in history that should
never happen again.”  They called Yad
Vashem an “emotional, educational and
inspiring experience” and an “unbeliev-
ably moving experience” that is a
“must-see” for any traveler to Israel.
Some 1 million people visit Yad Vashem
annually. c

TripAdvisor ranks Yad Vashem
among world's top museums 

(JTA) — Archaeologists in north-
ern Israel discovered an Egyptian sphinx
thought to date back at least three mil-
lennia.  The sphinx, unearthed in July
according to the French news agency
AFP, bears a dedication to the Egyptian
ruler Mycerinus, who ruled circa 2500
BCE and built one of the three Pyramids
at Giza. Researchers estimate that the
sphinx arrived at its location in the town

of Tel Hazor in around 1500 BCE as a
gift from a later ruler.  “It’s possible the
statue was sent by the Egyptian ruler to
the king of Hazor, the most important
ruler in this region,” Amnon Ben-Tor,
the Hebrew University professor manag-
ing the dig, told AFP.  Archaeologists
have found the forearms and paws of the
sphinx and hope to find more pieces in
the coming days. c

Sphinx discovered in Israel 

S
herith Israel is planning a con-
gregational trip to New York
City the weekend of November
22-24. The group will spend
Friday in Teaneck, N.J., cele-
brate Shabbat in the Riverdale

neighborhood and then enjoy motzei
Shabbat in Manhattan at a Broadway show.
Sunday will include a tour of Jewish
Brooklyn. Those who are interested should
contact Janet Harris at 292-6614. Deposits
are needed by Sept. 10. c

Sherith Israel plans NYC trip

N
ow more than ever, the
time you spend with
family, friends and even
yourself is your most
valuable investment,”
says Virtuoso Travel

Advisor Janet Krebs. 
While luxury goods can be enjoyed

at the moment, the time spent with
loved ones creates lasting memories.
With the fast-paced lives everyone leads,
you need time to re-charge and re-ener-
gize your life.  Travel broadens more than
your horizons – it nourishes your soul. 

What better gift for yourself, your
family and your friends than experiential
travel you will remember for a lifetime. For
some, it’s a week at a beautiful, tranquil
beach, or a cruise in the Mediterranean
visiting ancient cities, or maybe a week-
end in Paris immersed in culinary delights.
That’s how Janet Krebs has spent the last

40 years – traveling around the world
enables her to plan personalized travel for
individuals, families and groups. 

Thanks in large part to her affilia-
tion with Virtuoso®, an organization of
the top travel agencies, the finest travel
providers, and premier destinations in
the world, she has a world of resources at
her fingertips. Through Virtuoso, she is
able to offer amenities, experiences, and
access not available to the general pub-
lic, yet that make all the difference in
how you experience travel.  Take advan-
tage of her personal knowledge, expertise
and connections around the globe to
design your next vacation, honeymoon
or trip of a lifetime.

There’s never been a better time to
invest in your life!

Contact Janet Krebs directly at
(615) 425-4123 or jkrebs@bellemeade-
vacations.com c

What’s your return on life?
Travel plays big part

To access the 
Community Calendar,
go to www.jewishnashville.org 

and click on “Calendar.” 
Every community event 

is listed for your convenience.

The Observer is online!
You can find the latest issue, past issues, plus streaming

news updates and links to Jewish organizations at

www.jewishobservernashville.org
Now you have a choice: Read the print edition or read us online. 
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10 Nashville teens fight heat to 
compete at Austin Maccabi Games

By Kathy Carlson
For The Observer

H
undred-degree Texas
temperatures and tough
opponents didn’t wilt
the spirits of 10
Nashville teens who
played in the JCC

Maccabi Games in Austin.
Led by coaches Jeff Jacobs (Flag

Football), Sheri Rosenberg (Assistant
Tennis Coach) and Delegation Head
Blayne Lipman, 10 Nashville athletes
headed to Austin from July 28 - August 2
to compete in the Games.  Participating
athletes included Talia Stein (Girls
Tennis: Gold Medal); Rebekah Doochin
(Girls Tennis: Silver Medal); Benjamin
Rosenthal (Boys Tennis; semifinals);
Joseph Weil, Tyler Jacobs, Alex
Freedman, Jake Wolfson, Isaac Sedek,
Matthew Schwarcz, Yotam Yemin (Flag

Football; Silver Medal).
“We did well but more importantly

I think we did a lot more for the kids and
the community in the way we represent-
ed the community,” said GJCC
Athletics Director Blayne Lipman, who
traveled to Austin with the Nashville
teens.  The Maccabi Games are about
much more than the sports; they’re
about good sportsmanship and respectful
conduct, he said.

“They competed at the highest level,”
Lipman added, “but still they didn’t rub it
into anyone’s face or run up the score. …
At the end of the game they were able to
be friends” with the other teams.

Other participants commented on
how friendly, nice and respectful the
Nashville athletes were, Rosenberg said.
“Not only were they really good athletes,
they were really good persons.”

“I had a great time – one of best weeks
of my life,” Rosenthal said. He was sur-

prised “about how fun and nice everyone
was” and he enjoyed meeting new people.

Athletes from 13 to 16 years of age
can participate in the JCC Maccabi
Games each summer. The Games are co-
sponsored by the Jewish Community
Center Association of North America,
Maccabi World Union, Maccabi
Canada, and Maccabi USA/Sports for
Israel, the JCC Maccabi Games web site
said. The Jewish Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee and the GJCC
helped fund the Music City team.

Last year the Gordon Jewish
Community Center sent four teens to
the games and this year, participation
more than doubled, JCC Executive
Director Leslie Sax said. 

“Everyone had such a great time, we
feel we’re building momentum,” she said.
“It was an all-around great experience for
everyone.”  At some JCCs, Maccabi is a
yearlong process in which team members

practice and work on their skills, Sax said.
“This year they’ve got some of that spirit.
They want to keep getting together.”

Lipman said he hopes that Nashville
athletes will be able to participate in
next year’s games, to be held in Cherry
Hill, N.J., Boca Raton, Fla., and Detroit.
“All of the kids want to keep it going. (I
hope the) dates work out.” c

Nashvillians represent USA well in 19th Maccabiah
By Kathy Carlson
For The Observer

N
ashville athletes made
their mark at the 19th
Maccabiah Games in
Jerusalem, joining near-
ly 9,000 athletes from
78 countries for two

weeks this summer.  
The 10 local competitors included

swimmers along with tennis, volleyball and
soccer players vying in youth, open and
masters events. One athlete has remained
in Israel to join a professional sports team.

“Being in Israel with fellow Jewish
athletes is something very special,” soc-
cer player Dana Schwartz said in an
email. “It’s a big enough connection to
meet someone in the States who is
Jewish who is also an athlete. But being
in Israel adds immensely to the meaning
and experience. To see athletes buying
chamsas and Israeli flag clothing, speak-
ing Hebrew and saying ‘Shabbat Shalom’
in passing, it’s certainly a change from
being the only Jew on all of the teams
I’ve been on growing up.”  

The USA Women’s Open Soccer team
earned a gold medal, besting the Israeli team
in the finals.  The American Men’s Open
soccer team took gold for the first time ever
for an American team.  Swimmers included
Logan and Spencer Klinsky and Chris and
Matt McPherson, with Chris excelling in
Masters women’s swimming.

The USA Youth Men’s Soccer team
also made history when it took a silver
medal, the first time this team had
medaled.  On the team was Dylan Rose
of Williamson County.

“Playing against several countries was
challenging, because they all have differ-
ent styles of play,” he said in an email.
“We played against Sweden, Brazil,
Canada and Israel in group play and fin-
ished 4-0. We advanced to the semi-final
and beat Argentina.  Our only loss was to
Israel in overtime in the finals. … It was
such an honor and privilege to be able to
represent my country playing soccer at
the international level.”

Avi Bregman, a student at
Haverford College, was one of five
Americans who competed as a team in
the half marathon, held in Tel Aviv.

The event started at 9:30 p.m. over a
course that included a park and streets.

“It was very cool to be running down
the streets of Tel Aviv and hear people
shout ‘USA, USA,’ ” he said.  A college
classmate encouraged him to apply to par-
ticipate in the games, and he encouraged
others to try out for the 20th Maccabiah
Games, to be held in 2017.  The American
half-marathon team won a silver medal.

“I would say go.  It’s incredible – total-
ly different from birthright or an organized
trip” to Israel, said Bregman, who had
been to Israel on a birthright trip.

For Jillian Berkman, who grew up in
Nashville and graduated last year from
Bowdoin College, it was her first time in
Israel.  She played on the USA Women’s
Volleyball team.

“I didn’t really know what to expect
when I got there,” she said.  She said she
didn’t fully realize that the Maccabiah is
the world’s third-largest sports event.  The
United States delegation of 900 athletes
was the second-largest at the Games.

“I had never been to Israel – actual-
ly a lot of people hadn’t,” she said.  “Part
of the idea (behind the Games is) to
bring Jewish athletes to Israel to meet
each other and see the homeland.”

In their first week in Israel,
American athletes tour Israel. 

“One of the most memorable
moments for me was visiting the
Western Wall,” said Rose.  “It was so
powerful and meaningful to be able to
write a prayer and put it in the wall.  I
felt a close connection to my teammates.
Having just met at the beginning of July,
living and training together we became
like brothers.”

Participating in the games “was an
honor,” Berkman said.  “I never wore
something that said ‘USA’ on it.  It was
fun playing against other countries. … I
loved getting to meet other people.”

Bregman said he didn’t fully realize the
significance of participating until walking
into Teddy Stadium in Jerusalem for open-
ing ceremonies.  The stadium was packed
with people “here to see us,” he said.

“It’s incredible to me that amid all
the terror attacks, wall building, politics
… people still care about putting (the
games) on.  It shows how strong and
determined the Jewish people are.”

For many of the athletes – and fam-
ily members who came to the games to
support them – the Maccabiah brought
new perspectives on Jewish life.

“I am actually making Aliyah and
living in Israel for at least a year,” said
Schwartz.  

“I have signed a contract to play
professional soccer for ASA Tel Aviv, so
I just stayed here after the Maccabiah
Games. The contract runs until May, at
which point it is renewable.”

Daniel Bregman, Avi’s father,
attended the games. It was his first visit
to Israel.  “It was an amazing experi-
ence,” he said.   It’s one thing to see pic-
tures of Israel or read a book, he contin-
ued. It’s another to be standing in the
Golan Heights and talking with some-
one who served in the Israeli Army dur-
ing the Yom Kippur War.  

And recent college graduate Jillian
Berkman will be participating in Avodah (a
one-year Jewish service program for those
in their 20s) next year. “I’m definitely more
in touch with my Judaism,” she said. c

Third time’s the 
charm for Riven

Eight years ago, Nashvillian and
tennis player Steve Riven planned
to participate in the Maccabiah

Games, but decided not to as the games
approached.  “It was a mistake,” he says
now.  Four years ago, a trip to the games
again didn’t work out.

This year, Riven was winding up a
lengthy rehabilitation after knee sur-
gery. “All of a sudden,” he said, “I start-
ed playing singles … with no ill effects.”

Seven weeks before the July start of
the 19th Maccabiah, Riven traveled to
Lenox, Mass., to try out for a spot on the
USA Men’s Senior Group tennis team.
A few days of play and a whole lot of
paperwork later, he was on the team and
preparing to compete in Jerusalem.

“I was so ready to play,” he said in
a telephone interview.  Before going to
Israel, he trained with a coach. Once
there, he practiced with the team from
9-11 a.m. and from 4-6 p.m. each day
for a week.  “It was so hot it was bru-
tal,” he said.  

On the first day of singles tennis
competition, Riven faced an Israeli
who had played on the Davis Cup team
for Israel.  It was Riven’s first interna-
tional competition and he wasn’t just
playing for himself, he was represent-
ing the United States.  As he put it, “I
was taken by the moment.”  He settled
down but lost that first match.

Riven advanced to the medal
round after winning his next two
matches, but eventually was eliminat-
ed.  He fared better in doubles compe-
tition; he and Gerry Friedman of Los
Angeles took bronze.

The highlight for him, as for many
other players, was walking into Teddy
Stadium with the other American ath-
letes and participating in the opening
ceremonies.  “You know you’re repre-
senting your country.”

“I gave it everything I had,” he
said of the tennis matches.  And as to
the former Davis Cup player, Riven
said he’d love to play him again.

- Kathy Carlson

Athletes from the U.S. delegation to the 19th Maccabiah Games celebrate during the opening
ceremony at Jerusalem’s Teddy Stadium. PHOTO: YONATAN SINDEL/FLASH90/JTA

Team Nashville Flag Football
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615.356.3242 EXT. 299
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LISA SPILLER
Director of Sales and Marketing

2324 Crestmoor Road, Nashville, TN 37215
(615) 777-0001  •  fax (615) 986-5200

email: lspillerhisgh@aol.com
www.hamptoninn.com/hi/nash-greenhills

A Rochford Hotel Group Property

Green Hills Belle Meade Jewelry & Repair
Rings Sized, Jewelry Repaired While U Wait

Platinum • 14k • 18k • Watch Batteries & Repair
Sterling Silver • Prong Rebuilding • Appraisals

Eyeglass Repair • Antique Restoration

Scott Isaacs - Owner
Belle Meade Plaza

4522 Harding Road

Bellemeadejewelry.com                                    615-269-3288
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carrie@nashvillejcc.org  
www.jewishnashville.org

615.354.1699   fax 615.352.0056

JewishTim Gregory
Graphic Designer

Phone and Fax 615.646.7765

Tgregorydesign@comcast.net

Carrie Mills
sings at the
Sunflower 

S
inger-songwriter Carrie Mills
performs at the Sunflower
Café on Tuesday, Sept. 10, at
6:30 p.m.  The Sunflower, a
vegetarian restaurant, is at
2834 Azalea Place in Berry

Hill, directly behind the Yellow Porch. c

GJCC #1 wins Warner Park
Softball League championship

By ANDY NEUMAN
GJCC Softball Team Coach

T
he GJCC defeated St.
Henry’s in two high-scor-
ing games to win the
Warner Park Softball
League Title on July 25.
The score of the first game

was 25-9 and the second game was 18-8.
This is the seventh straight year that the
team has made it to the championship
game and the fourth overall title and the
third  in the last 7 years.  

The team finished the regular season
with a 6-3 record and the number 3 seed.
The team went 6 and 1 in the tournament
to finish with an overall record of 12-4.

The season runs from late April until the
end of July.  There are 9 team in the league
made up of 7 organizations (GJCC and St.
Henry’s have 2 teams each).  

In the first of two games against St.
Henry’s, the GJCC started off very hot,
scoring seven runs in the first inning and
14 more in the second.  The team cruised
to an easy 25-9 win to force a second
game.  In that game our bats were not as
hot but the team played great defense,
holding St. Henry’s to three runs in the
first five innings while scoring 16 runs.  

Anyone interested in playing should
contact either Andy Neuman at 516-
9540 or andy@hmcnashville.com or
Blayne Lipman.  If there is enough inter-
est we will create a third team. c

Front row: Jarad Garshnick; 2nd row: Eliot Goldfarb, Chip Weinstein, Blake Hammons, Chad
Hornick; Back row: TJ Thompson, Brad Paxton, Dave Kellman, Lawrence Torbin, Billy Jacobs,
Robert Johnson, Joel Abramson, Andy Neuman (Coach); Not pictured: Rich Berkman, Joseph
Levy, Jonah Neuman, Nate Nicholson, Ryan Small

Tigersharks swim 
to city meet victory

T
he Gordon Jewish
Community Center
Tigersharks took first place
in the A Division in this
year’s Nashville Swim
League City Meet

Championship.  The competition took

place from July 26-28 at Centennial
SportsPlex.  The team also went undefeat-
ed in the Dual Meet regular season. 

For more information on the
Tigersharks, go to the GJCC web site,
www.nashvillejcc.org, and click on the
Tigersharks link. c

Photography, mixed media,
paintings on display at GJCC

From September Images series 
by Kay Ramming

Untitled 
by Lisa Haddad

Red Flamenco Dancer 
by Wendi Mahoney

By The Observer Staff 

T
he works of photographer
Kay Ramming, mixed
media artist Lisa Haddad
and painter Wendi
Mahoney will be on dis-
play throughout

September in the Janet Levine March
Gallery at the Gordon Jewish
Community Center. 

A public reception with the artists
will be held from 7-9 p.m. Sept. 11 at the
gallery. It will feature live music by Jim
and Austin Hoke and complimentary
food and drink. 

Haddad’s work has been exhibited
in Tennessee, New York, Indiana,
California, Italy, Australia and New
Zealand. Collage elements have been
playing a greater role in her most recent
abstract expressionist works.  The newest
paintings come from a process of intro-
spection and reaction. She likens them
to “mirrored reflections of reflections . . .
One thing leads to another, and the
result is the core of something emotion-
al, sometimes a vague memory.”  A grad-
uate of the University of California,
Haddad has been involved in the educa-
tion of adults and children in both Santa
Barbara and in Nashville. She is a found-
ing member of the Nashville Collage
Collective, a creative arena for exploring
mixed media techniques and ideas.  

Ramming began studying photogra-
phy as an expressive outlet after moving
from Southern California to a small
town in Wisconsin and eventually
wound up in Seattle, where she attended
the Photographic Center Northwest, a
photography school and community arts
center. The photos in the current exhib-
it reflect her favorite interest, a dark-
room process called lith printing. 

Though she has been drawing and
taking art classes since she was a young
child, Mahoney describes herself as a
largely self-taught artist who began
painting seriously in 2005 while living in
Singapore with her husband and five
children. She is known for her use of a
vibrant and warm color palette and for
her capacity to capture the likeness and
essence of her portrait subjects. In
Singapore, her paintings were featured in
several auctions for the Singapore

American School, Caring for Cambodia
foundation and the Singapore Rotary
Club. She also have completed several
portrait commissions for the Vincent
Halloran Foundation, including one of
fireman Vincent Halloran, who died in
the 9/11 attacks on the Twin Towers.
She owns wenpaints, an East Nashville
studio/gallery in the Shoppes on
Fatherland. c

See what’s happening 
in the community. 

Go to www.jewishnashville.org
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lifecycles

Classified AdsClassified Ads

ADVERTISE TODAY
e-mail Carrie Mills 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org

TUTOR
Experienced tutor offering help
in all subjects. Call Doug Friedman
at 615-714-6074 or email at
dfriedman318@bellsouth.net.

CAREGIVER
Male nurses aide available,
strong, patient and sensitive to
Jewish cultural needs. Great
references, over 20 years of
experience, with all types of
patients, RN supervised. call
Jay or Judy at 615-730-5991

LOOKING FOR A
GOLDEN GIRL HOME 
I am an educated, newly retired,
animal loving, non-kosher keep-
ing, Jewish woman from N. E.
with a small well  behaved
friendly dog, planning to relocate
to Nashville.  I am looking to
share a home with one or several
single/widowed/divorced women.
I am friendly, neat, non-smoking.
I enjoy reading, volunteering, TV,
adult education classes. 
irvingklein12@yahoo.com  
M J Klein or irvingklein12@gmail.com

B’nai Mitzvah
Joseph Ian Frank will be called to

the Torah on Saturday,
Sept. 28, at Congrega-
tion Micah. Joey is the
son of Alli Bender and
Bobby Frank. He has an
older sister, Kyra Frank,
and a younger brother,
Leo Rappoport. Joey is
the grandson of Barbara
and Stephen Bender of
Franklin and the late Karen Frank
Kronenberg and Keith Frank, and he is
the step-grandson of Marvin Kronenberg
of Nashville.

Joey is a 7th-grade honor student at
Grassland Middle School, where he is
known for being helpful to his teachers
and assisting others with technology.
Joey plays tenor saxophone in the
Grassland Middle School band and
enjoys playing many different genres of
music. He loves outdoor adventure
sports including wake boarding, jet ski-
ing, rock climbing, and paddle boarding.    

For his mitzvah project, Joey is hand-
making scarves and collecting other items
to donate to people who participate in
Room in the Inn. Joey has been an active
volunteer for this program, and through
this experience he wanted to find other
ways to be of service.

Authors
Charles Krivcher, a Nashville

attorney, has written “Welcome to the
Front Row: A Plea for Equal Access to
God in Orthodox Jewish Culture,” avail-
able on amazon.com.  The Amazon web
page for the book describes it as a “spirit-
ed yet respectful demand that Orthodox
Jewish women be brought to equal status
with Orthodox Jewish men.”

Nashville’s Ted Pailet has written a
novel, “The Affairs of Rabbi Flowers,”
available from iUniverse, www.iuni-
verse.com or www.tedpailet.com. It is
available at Barnes & Noble-Vanderbilt
and at Parnassus Books in Green Hills. It
is the second book for Pailet, a former
president of The Temple and retired
member of the board of trustees of Union
for Reform Judaism. The novel centers on
young Rabbi Conrad Flowers, his first
congregation and how his values are put
to the test as he fights to keep his position
and bring peace to the congregation.

Sympathy
… to the family and friends of Lilyan

Lobenberg, sister of West End Synagogue
past president Leon Tonelson. Ms.
Lobenberg died on Aug. 17 in New York.
In addition to her brother, she is survived
by niece Julia Tonelson and husband
Todd, nephew Daniel Tonelson, extended
family and friends. 

… to the family and friends of
Zenith Thaler, who died on Aug. 14 in
New Jersey. Zenith was preceded in
death by her parents, Sam and Sarah
Racier, and her brothers, Simon and Ted.
She is survived by her children, Ted
(Andrea) Thaler of Nashville, Jeff
Thaler and Sandra (Steve) Thaler
Gerber; and grandchildren Rebecca
Thaler, Laurie and Brian Pearson, Sarah
Gerber, David Thaler and James Thaler
Reid.  Donations may be made to West
End Synagogue, Nashville, Hadassah or
a charity of your choice.

… to the family and friends of
Shirley Davis, who died on August 13.
She is survived by her son, Steve (Julie)
Davis, and her grandson, Ben Davis.  In
lieu of flowers, donations can be made in
Shirley's memory to the Congregation
Micah Music Fund or to the Parkinson's
Disease Foundation (www.pdf.org). 

… to the family and friends of
Morris Kraft, who died on Aug. 4.  Mr.
Kraft was born on June 13, 1919 to Boris
and Fanny Kraft, and was the oldest of
three sons. He was preceded in death by
his wife of 57 years, Reba Jean Kraft; his
very special friend and companion Mary
Wolf of 12 years; and his two brothers,
Joe Kraft and Cyril Kraft. Mr. Kraft is
urvived by his four children, Kenneth
(Luci) Kraft, Trish (Sheldon) Krizelman,
Keith (Meryl) Kraft, all of Nashville, and
Nancy (Abraham) Galbut of Miami
Beach, along with nine grandchildren
and 20 great grandchildren. Morris was
an active member and past president of
Sherith Israel Synagogue, benefited from
good health and enjoyed every day of his
full and productive life at work and at
play. Memorials may be made to
Congregation Sherith Israel, the Joe
Kraft Humanitarian Fund of the
Community Foundation of Middle
Tennessee or the charity of your choice. 

… to the family and friends of James
R. Surface, who died on Aug. 1 at the age
of 92. Dr. Surface was professor of man-
agement, emeritus, at Vanderbilt’s Owen
Graduate School of Management and for-

mer executive vice chancellor and
provost of the university. He was preced-
ed in death by parents, Richard and
Lucile; brother, Ed and sister, Jane Foster;
his wife of 53 years, Mary and second wife
of 10 years, Fifi. He is survived by his
daughter, Mary Lu Gallaudet (Denison)
and sons Richard (Stephanie), Dan
(Aileen Katcher), John and Tom (Ibba);
eleven grandchildren and four great-
grandchildren. Surface was a first lieu-
tenant in the U.S. Marine Corps during
World War II. He earned bachelor’s and
master’s degrees in political science from
the University of Kansas, and an MBA
and doctorate from Harvard Business
School, where he taught for eight years.

He returned to University of Kansas to
serve as dean of its School of Business and
University vice chancellor before joining
Vanderbilt. Donations in his memory may
be made to the James and Mary Surface
Memorial Flower Fund at Blair School of
Music at Vanderbilt. A memorial celebra-
tion is being planned for September. 

… to the family and friends of
David Alan Miller, who died on Aug.
1. He is survived by his sister, Laurie
Guzman, and his nephews, Benjamin
and Evan. In lieu of flowers, donations
can be made in David’s memory to the
Rabbis Discretionary Fund at
Congregation Micah.

Joseph Ian
Frank 

Author Lauren Grodstein 
speaks at Parnassus Books

L
auren Grodstein will be
speaking at Parnassus Books
on Tuesday, Sept. 3, at 6:30
p.m. about her new novel,
The Explanation for Everything,
published by Algonquin

Books of Chapel Hill this month.  
Grodstein’s previous works include

A Friend of the Family, and Reproduction
is the Flaw of Love and the story collec-
tion The Best of Animals. Her pseudony-

mous Girls Dinner Club was a New York
Public Library Book for the Teen Age.
Lauren teaches creative writing at
Rutgers-Camden, where she helps
administer the college’s MFA program.
She lives with her husband and son in
New Jersey.

Grodstein is a cousin of Steve
Edelstein, the Jewish Federation of
Nashville’s executive director until he
retired in 2010.  c

Film Festival celebrates 13th
year of Jewish-themed cinema

M
ark November 6-14
on your calendar for
the 2013 Nashville
Jewish Film Festival
as it celebrates its Bar
Mitzvah year with a

full menu of movies, the NJFF has
announced in a news release. 

This year’s NJFF films include:
• Woody Allen’s “Paris-

Manhattan,” to be shown at The
Belcourt Theatre and The Franklin
Theatre;

• “Zaytoun,” the opening night
feature, which asks whether a wounded
Israeli fighter pilot and a 12-year old

Palestinian boy can trust each other as
they travel war-torn Lebanon together;  

• “The Other Son,” a switched-
at-birth story about two young men, one
Israeli and one Palestinian;

• “Closed Season,” which
explores the price of obtaining protec-
tion from Nazi persecution;

• “Roman Polanski,” a documen-
tary and film memoir that explores the
genius behind such films as “The
Pianist,” “Tess” and “Rosemary’s Baby.”

These are just a few of the films on
tap.  For more information, see the insert
in this month’s Observer or go to
www.nashvillejff.org. c
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around the townMARSHALL-DONNELLY-COMBS FUNERAL HOME
327-1111

For Over 150 years, our dedication to service and personal attention has made us 
the premier choice of families in our community. Our staff is dedicated to compassionately

supporting your family before, during and after the loss of your loved one.

201 25th Ave North (at Centennial Park) Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

To access the Community Calendar, 
go to www.jewishnashville.org and click on “Calendar.” 
Every community event is listed for your convenience.

Learn, exercise with
Israeli Folk Dancers

The Nashville Israeli Folk Dancers
meet every Thursday evening at the
Schulman Center for Jewish Life at
Vanderbilt University (across from
Memorial Gym at corner of Vanderbilt
Place and 25th Avenue South), the group
said in a news release.  Beginner dances
are from 7:30-8:30 p.m.  Intermediate-
advanced dancing and requests are from
8:30-10 p.m.   Come join us for evenings
of fun, music, exercise, and friends.   You
can stay for all or part of the time and
attend any or all of the sessions.  No pre-
vious dance experience required.
Everyone is welcome to participate.  For
more information please contact:  Sharon
Morrow 312-9019 or 491-0840 (smor-
row@wswcpas.com).   Visit our website,
www.vanderbilt.edu/israelidance/ or our
Facebook page, Nashville Israeli Folk
Dancers.

Fashion event to
benefit Gilda’s Club
Nashville

Gilda’s Club® Nashville is sponsor-
ing a new event called CHIC Awearness:
Fun, Fashion & Friends, the organization
announced in a news release.  Models for
the event are cancer survivors.  The new
fall fashions from Levy’s, including the

“must-have” essentials for the season,
will be featured.

The event will be held on
Wednesday, Sept. 18, at 6 p.m. at ELAN
Hair in Green Hills. The event is open
to the public, and tickets can be pur-
chased at: http://www.gildasclub-
nashville.org/2013/08/chic-awearness-
fashion-show-tickets-available-now/. 

Alive Hospice offers
grief support groups

Support is available in Nashville for
adults grieving the losses of loved ones.
Alive Hospice’s grief support groups will
begin meeting in September in Nashville
and are available to anyone who has
been touched by a loss. 

Registration is required and will
continue through Sept. 3 or until the
groups are full. To register or for more
information, call the phone numbers
listed for each group. There is a charge to
participate, but this fee may be waived
due to financial need.

Support groups include Loss of
Spouse; Loss of Parent, Sibling or Other
Loved One; Parents’ Loss of Children;
and Same-Sex Loss of Partner.  

Alive Hospice’s grief support groups
and individual counseling services are
available to anyone who has experienced
a loss, regardless of whether a loved one
was served by Alive Hospice. Call 615-
963-4732 or visit www.alivehospice.org
for more information about these services.
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

www.ZeitlinRealtors.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS

Specialist in Orthodontics 
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics

Green Hills  269-5903
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200

www.drgluck.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

REAL ESTATE

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779
Office:  615.463.3333

Patricia Straus, Broker,
MBA, CRS, CRS-Divorce, ABR

Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele
RE/MAX Elite

www.PatriciaStraus.com
pstraus@realtracs.com

615.661.4400 (o)
615.305.8465 (m)

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlinrealtors.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlinrealtors.com

www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nspeller@bellsouth.net

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

ELECTRICIAN
BOB’S ELECTRIC CO.
Fair Price - Quality Work 
Residential - Commercial  

Bob Acklin (aka Shira’s Dad), Journeyman
Ph. 615-584-8197 (m) 615-352-1914 (h)

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE
FRIDRICH, PINSON & ROTHBERG

Jamie Rothberg
3825 Bedford Ave. Suite 203
Ph 327-9105  Dir 277-1483

jrothberg@FPRinsurance.com 

MANAGED BENEFITS, INC.
Rodney Rosenblum
CLU - REBC - RHU

Ruth Alexander
Life Insurance, Health Insurance, 

Disability and Long Term Care Insurance 
2000 Glen Echo Rd., Suite 113

Nashville, TN 37215
Ph. 615-371-2467 x3 • Mobile 615-300-6640

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,
Long Term Care

212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Lighting • Appliances • Hardware

Custom Cabinetry and Baths
We Light Up Your Life!

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

HEARING AID/
AUDIOLOGY SERVICES
AUDIOLOGY ASSOCIATES AND

HEARING AIDS TODAY
Dr. Jina Scherer, Doctor of Audiology

Specializes in hearing and 
hearing aid services. 

Specializing in the Lyric-extended 
wear device. 

99 White Bridge Road, Ste. 106 
615-354-8011

www.hearingaidstoday.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS

Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177

www.PartyAnimalsTN.com
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Religious schools plan for enlightening year ahead
By The Observer Staff

T
he end of summer brings a
new religious school year
and the resumption of a
collaboration among
Jewish educators that pro-
vides young students from

various synagogues a chance to meet and
study together.

The inter-congregational program
for students in kindergarten through sev-
enth grade began about eight years ago,
said Lynda Gutcheon, education director
at The Temple. Students from each
grade meet once a year at one of the syn-
agogues to participate in an education
program developed by that synagogue’s
education director and staff.

“The idea of bringing our religious
school classes together each year was
the brainchild of the synagogue educa-
tors, who felt the need for our kids to
not only know about each other but to
know each other,” said Rabbi Saul
Strosberg of Congregation Sherith
Israel. “Every year of their religious

school career, from kindergarten
upwards, kids from all of the synagogues
have gathered for a fun and educational
program, and through the years, have
developed a comfort level and respect
that had not been there previously. An
additional goal was to have our students
step foot in the other congregations,
and that has helped foster a greater
sense of community.”

Inter-congregational education
events for the upcoming year

• Nov 3: Fourth graders meet at West
End Synagogue to study and debate
the Prophets.

• Jan. 12: Kindergarten students meet
at West End Synagogue to celebrate
Tu Bishvat.

• Jan. 19: Fifth graders meet at
Congregation Sherith Israel to learn
about Rosh Chodesh.

• Feb. 2: Sixth-graders meet at The
Temple to create yads for reading
the Torah when they become Bar or
Bat Mitzvah.

• Feb. 16: Third-graders meet at
Sherith Israel for a treasure hunt

Sharon Paz, director of lifelong learning at West End Synagogue, welcomes grades school
students to the first Wednesday Hebrew session of the new school year.

New at Religious School for 5774
Congregation Beit Tefilah 
Chabad
95 Bellevue Road
(615) 646-5760

At Chabad Hebrew School, the
mission is to provide and promote the
highest quality after-school Judaic
education to a diverse community of
Jewish children.

Our aim is to nurture and build the
foundation of your child(ren)’s Jewish
identity through our interdisciplinary
educational approach. The focus of our
dedicated teachers is to inspire a
twofold love – a love for learning and a
love for Judaism – while fostering a
feeling of familiarity within their her-
itage for each individual child.

A well-balanced Hebrew School
education will develop in our students a
commitment to using Torah values as a
guide to the decisions of life, communi-
ty, and lifelong learning and teaching.

In addition to Hebrew, many our
Jewish heritage themes for this year
will include: Jewish holidays, Jewish
day and Jewish beginnings, Jewish
home, Jewish Mitzvah rituals, Jewish
heroes, and Jewish life cycle events.

Classes are offered for children in
grades K – 8.  Chabad Hebrew School
begins this new year on the day after
Rosh Hashanah, Sunday, Sept. 8.
Please call (615) 646-5750 for regis-
tration information.

Congregation Micah
2001 Old Hickory Blvd.
(615) 377-9799

Religious School classes begin on
Sept. 29 with the theme Year of Big
Questions. Students and teachers
(along with the congregation as a
whole) will explore important ques-
tions and consider the Jewish values
that help answer them. The first big
question of 5774 will be, “What will
you do better this year?” 

For adult students, Micah will
offer Wednesday evening Hebrew
classes starting on Oct. 23 with
instructor Kim Phillips. The class is
open to all adults in the community,
although enrollment is limited and it
usually fills up quickly. For more infor-
mation call 377-9799 or email
office@congregationmicah.org.  

This fall Micah will offer an adult
education program called Sunday at
the Movies, a series of films on Oct. 6
and 20 and Nov. 3. The films will be
screened from 10 a.m. -noon in the
chapel. The series will conclude on
Nov. 3 with a visit from director
Francine Zuckerman and a screening of
her documentary “Half the Kingdom,”
which examines the Women of the
Wall movement in Israel. 

The Shul – Congregation 
Sherith Israel
3600 West End Ave.
(615) 292-6614

Sunday School and cheder pro-
grams begin the week of Sept. 15. This

year The Shul’s special programs
include a Hebrew immersion class for
3-5 year olds, a father-and-son tefillin
and breakfast program, a Talmud pro-
gram for teens, and a pre-and-post bat-
mitzvah study session on Sunday
mornings.  It’s never too late to join.
For more information, call Cantor
Lieberman at 406-9738.

The Temple – Congregation 
Ohabai Shalom
5014 Harding Rd. 
(615) 352-7620

The Temple religious school
theme for 5774 is “Year of Blessings.” It
kicks off on Sept. 26 with a drum circle
blessing and a special screening of the
documentary “The Cake Lady,”
Director Adam Hirsch, who grew up in
the Temple and is the son of Rae and
Bruce Hirsch, will be in attendance. 

The goal of this year’s education
program is to help students learn to
recognize, reflect on and appreciate
life’s blessings. Students will partici-
pate in in special projects throughout
the school year such as creating bless-
ing calendars and books, learning to
recite blessings and photographing
blessings in their lives. 

West End Synagogue
3814 West End Ave.
(615) 269-4592

West End is initiating the Beit
Midrash, House of Learning, for
older students this year. For one
hour each Sunday, high school stu-
dents will delve into Jewish con-
cepts, identity and ethics through
the study of Jewish source texts. The
Beit Midrash, which held its first
session Aug. 25, is intended to build
kehilah (community) among older
students across grade levels and to
deepen their engagement with
Jewish texts, said Sharon Paz, West
End’s director of lifelong learning.
The first two Beit Midrash sessions
are scheduled will last for two hours
so students can get the full benefit of
conversations with special guests,
including university professors and
experts in specific fields.

The West End education pro-
gram is also aiming to build kehilah
among families with a Sukkot family
celebration on Sunday, Sept. 22 fea-
turing Bible Raps Nation, a popular
group that has made a significant
impact at summer camps in the past
few years. Bible Raps Nation will
work with our high school students
adapting Torah text to music and
then perform during lunch in the
congregational Sukkah. 

WES is proud of its excellent fac-
ulty and welcomes Abby Sosna and
Erin Karlin to our lower school facul-
ty and Emily Ress as our new admin-
istrative assistant.  Enrollment is still
open and there is a tutorial assistance
program to help new students get up
to speed and engaged. c

Gems and Jewels Appraisal Services
Antique and Fine Jewelry Appraisals

Bryana Lavery, G.G., GIA Graduate Gemologist

615.925.9172
gemsandjewelsappraisalservice@yahoo.com |  www.bryanalavery.com
Excellent community references  |  Personal, in-home consultations 

and a look at the mikvah.
• Feb. 23: Second-graders meet at The

Temple to celebrate the Bible.
• April 6:  Seventh-graders meet at

Congregation Micah for a special

tzedakah project.
• May 4: First-graders meet at

Congregation Micah to celebrate
Yom ha-Atzmaut, Israeli
Independence Day. c


