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Standing with Israel

Yuval Vered, another of the Israeli 
teens, recounted how a woman behind
him began to weep at the description
of the psychological impact on some
Israelis of repeated rocket attacks.  “To
hear someone crying for me – it meant
so much,” he said.

The gathering was not merely a
show of moral support. Many of those
who attended donated to a special
Stop the Sirens campaign. All of the
money is being used to improve shel-
ters for vulnerable populations such as
seniors and the disabled, provide
respites for children away from heavi-
ly shelled areas, provide trauma coun-
seling for any Israelis who need it, and
give grants for communities close to
Gaza where property damage has been 

Continued on page 2

and the people of Nashville and tell
them how much it means.”

Among those in attendance
were five Israeli teens and their
chaperone who were visiting
Nashville as part of the Get
Connected exchange program. They
took part in the gathering’s closing
ceremony, standing on the auditori-
um stage and helping Talia Mayden
lead the crowd in singing Hatikvah,
the Israeli national anthem. 

“It was very meaningful to see
that there is so much love for us,” said
Shirley Flor, who like the other
Israeli teens was surprised and
touched to see how deeply American
Jews care about Israel and its people.
“It was like they were saying, ‘We’ve
got your back.’”

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

A
bout 350 people
crowded into the
auditorium at the
Gordon Jewish
Community Center
on Wednesday, July

23 to demonstrate their solidarity
with the people of Israel during a
time of crisis – and Yafa Baer wants to
thank every single one of them. 

“It was very emotional for me. I
cried and cried,” said Baer, an Israeli
citizen who has lived in Nashville for
18 years. Most of her family is still in
Israel, where for weeks Hamas rockets
fired from Gaza have rained down
indiscriminately on its citizenry. “I just
want to thank the Jewish Federation

350 turn out for rally to show support
and provide funds to “Stop the Sirens”  

Hundreds from Nashville’s Jewish community demonstrate their solidarity with Israel at the Gordon Jewish Community Center. 

Hirschfield to return as visiting scholar
for Global Day of Jewish Learning 

T
here will be
something old
and some-
thing new in
Nashville for
this year’s

Global Day of Jewish Learning.  
Rabbi Zvi Hirschfield, an expert

on Jewish law and thought at the
Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies in
Jerusalem, will return as Nashville’s
scholar in residence for the annual
event in which Jews in hundreds of

communities around the
world come together
to study their religious
heritage and sacred
texts. Hirschfield was

in Nashville for the first
Global Day event in 2012. 

This year’s Global Day
is scheduled for Sunday,
Nov. 16. The theme is
Heroes, Villains, Saints and Fools:
The People of the Book. 

The sessions will all take place

from 10:30 a.m. to 4 p.m.
on the campus of
Vanderbilt University and
will include lunch. The pre-
vious two events were at
Akiva School. 

Look for more informa-
tion in next month’s edi-
tion of The Observer and
on the website of the

Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee at www.jewish
nashville.org. c

Rabbi Zvi
Hirschfield
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350 turn out for rally to show support and provide funds to “Stop the Sirens”
Continued from page 1
greatest. Federation Executive Director
Mark S. Freedman said the special cam-
paign has already surpassed its initial
goal, thanks in large part to a gift from
the Delek Fund for Hope. 

The rally was pulled together over
the course of just a few days by the staff
of the Jewish Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee. It was sched-
uled at the end of a hot midsummer
day, and no one knew what the
response would be. About 200 chairs
were in place, but it became clear as 6
p.m. start time neared that they would
not enough, so another 60 were set out.
Still, dozens of people wound up stand-
ing against the walls or sat on the floor.
Many waved small Israeli flags or car-
ried signs that read, “We Stand with
Israel now and forever.”

The State of Israel was represented
at the gathering by Ron Brummer, its
Southeast deputy consul general, who
made the drive from Atlanta to speak at
the Nashville gathering, which he said
was the fifth or sixth such event he had
attended in July. 

Brummer blamed the fighting on
Hamas’s unwillingness to renounce vio-
lence, gave a spirited defense of Israel’s
right to defend itself against rocket
attacks that endanger 80 percent of its
citizens, and explained the lengths to
which it goes to avoid civilian casualties.
But his main purpose, he said, was to
express Israel’s thanks, both to the U.S.
government, which has supplied funding
for its Iron Dome mobile defense system,
and to the American public for its sup-
port of Israel.  

“Your support is crucial, and your
presence here today is greatly appreciat-
ed,” Brummer said. 

There were several moving
moments during the event. Local per-
former Batsheva sang a tribute to the
Israeli Defense Force: Ha-Milchamah ha-

Acharonah (The Last War), an anthem
that became popular in Israel after the
1973 Yom Kippur War. Rabbis and other
representatives from all five Nashville
congregations offered prayers for Israel
and the soldiers defending it.

The gathering also heard from rep-
resentatives of the Nashville Federation
who had just returned from a two-week
mission to Israel.

“We went there to say, ‘We stand
with Israel,’” said Campaign Chairman
Ted Mayden. “And we found that the
Israelis we met stood with us too – day by
perilous day they expressed their solidar-
ity with us.”

Janet Weismark, another member of
the mission, said the group had to take
shelter several times in response to sirens
– and on occasion heard the explosion of

The gathering to support Israel closes with the singing of Hatikvah led by Nashville resident
Talia Mayden (far right) and five Israeli teens and their chaperone visiting from the Hadera-
Eiron region (from left) Liora Pravda, Chen Scheim, Netanel Garmay, Yuval Naim, Yuval Vered
and Shirley Flor.  

Rabbis and lay leaders from all five Nashville
congregations participated in the event,
including (from left) Rabbi Joshua Barton of
Vanderbilt Hillel; Julie Greenberg, education
director at Congregation Micah, Rabbi
Aaron Finkelstein of Congregation Sherith
Israel and Rabbi Joshua Kullock of West End
Synagogue. 

 

 

Interested in participating in a survey on Jewish identity? 
 

A Middle Tennessee State University Honors College student is conducting a study 

entitled “The Tennessean Jewish Perspective on 21st Century Judaism, American 
Society and the State of Israel.” 
 

If you would like to participate in an anonymous online survey as part of this study, 

please visit: https://www.surveymonkey.com/s/5P2RDRX 

 

For additional information about the study or the survey, please contact Cheyenne Plott at 

csp3q@mtmail.mtsu.edu. 

 
(Note: The Jewish Federation has reviewed the content of this survey and encourages individuals to participate at 
their own discretion.  The Federation has been assured that all survey responses are strictly confidential and will be 
used only in connection with study mentioned above.)  

Sedek outlined a number of ways
those in attendance could make their
support for Israel more tangible – con-
tacting their congressional representa-
tives, for example, and calling media
outlets in response to unfair or distorted
reporting. But the most direct way to
show solidarity with Israel, she said, it
to contribute to the Stop the Sirens
campaign. (Donations can be made at
http://nashville.ujcfedweb.org/server-
transfer.html?targetURL=/ft2/form.htm
l?__id=9306.) 

Fred Zimmerman, who serves on
the boards of the Jewish Agency for
Israel and the Jewish Federations of
North America and recently returned
from Israel, echoed her appeal. He made
special mention of the psychological
trauma that can occur among those who
live under the constant threat of attack
for long periods. 

Also speaking at the event was
Mark McNally, a local representative
of Christians United for Israel, who
told the crowd, “Our mission is to
build support for Israel . . . And our
message to you is we love you and
stand with you.”

Although they were unable to
attend the event themselves, U.S. Sens.
Lamar Alexander and Bob Corker, U.S.
Reps. Jim Cooper and Marsha
Blackburn, Nashville Mayor Karl Dean,
state Sen. Steve Dickerson and state
Rep. John Ray Clemmons all sent rep-
resentatives. c

Hamas rocket being destroyed in midair
by an Iron Dome missile. Though weary
of repeated attacks and trips to shelters,
Israelis are resolute and unafraid, she said.

“Everyone thanked us for coming
and showing support,” she said. “We
truly felt like am echad (one people).”

Also on the mission was Jennifer
Kahn, a volunteer leader of NowGen
Nashville, the Federation’s outreach
program for young adults. She related
several stories about the resolve, forti-
tude and solidarity among the Israeli
people in the face of the rocket attacks
– a Jerusalem shopkeeper who keeps the
doors of her business open around the
clock so passersby will have a place to
take shelter when the sirens start to
blare, a tour guide who tries to comfort
the small child of a passenger on his bus
while taking shelter beneath an over-
pass during a missile attack.  

“We have no choice about whether
to stand with the Israeli people,” she
said. “We are mishpacha (family). Right
now they need our love and support.” 

Federation Campaign Director
Naomi Limor Sedek said it “was a privi-
lege to be among the people of Israel dur-
ing this crisis.” For her the trip was espe-
cially emotional because her daughter,
Tali, was attending a summer program at
the Alexander Muss High School out-
side Tel Aviv. 

“It was supposed to be a peaceful
summer in which she fell in love with
Israel like I did when I was her age,”
said Sedek. “Well, it wasn’t peaceful,
but she did fall in love with Israel.” 
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Get Connected teens see firsthand
Nashville’s impact in Hadera-Eiron 

By MARA STEINE

T
he Nashville teens on this
year’s Get Connected trip
got connected to Israel in
a way they never expect-
ed: When one student was
sent to the Hillel Yaffe

Medical Center following an allergic
reaction, she was entertained by one of
the hospital’s pediatric clowns, a pro-
gram that has been supported with funds
from The Jewish Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee. 

Fostering this type of connection
between Nashville and Israel is what the
Get Connected program is all about.
Now in its seventh year, Get Conntected
sponsors a two-week trip to Israel each
summer for Jewish teenagers in
Nashville. During the trip, the students
have the opportunity to stay with host
families in the Hadera-Eiron region. In
turn, the Israeli students visit Nashville
later in the summer. 

This summer’s trip began in
Jerusalem with one of the most memo-
rable experiences for the students. After
arriving at Ben Gurion Airport in Tel
Aviv, they were driven to Jerusalem, and
the tour guide instructed the group to
put on blindfolds. They were taken to an
overlook of Jerusalem where they took
off their blindfolds and saw an overview

of the old city of Jerusalem.
“That was our first experience of

Israel, overlooking the old city, and I will
never forget it,” said trip participant
Allister Berger. “It was truly breathtaking.” 

The itinerary included other high-
lights like a visit to the Dead Sea, a sun-
rise hike to Masada and other experi-
ences unique to Israel. 

Emma Fischer said her personal
highlight was spending the night in
bedouin tents before hiking Masada in
the morning. The group played games
and participated in other activities. “The
sense of togetherness, combined with our

singing of “Od Y’vo Shalom Aleinu” and
other songs truly made it a spectacular
night,” said Fischer.  

This summer’s Get Connected trip
occurred during the middle of June,
before the outbreak of fighting between
Israel and Hamas but after the kidnap-
ping and murders of three Israeli teens
that led to up to it. As a result, the trip
was more than a fun visit to Israel. It also
provided students with a new perspective
on the tough realities Israelis live with
every day.

“This trip allows youth to make
their own decisions about the situation
in Israel by providing unbiased informa-
tion, something that's really hard to
find,” said Fischer. 

Berger agreed that this is one of the
most important aspects of the Get
Connected trip. “This trip lets us feel
what Israel is struggling with. Their views
of what’s going on are more clear than
those of the outside world,” said Berger.

Hadar Moskovitz, the Federation’s
community shlicha, chaperoned the trip-
for the second summer in row. The par-
ticipants “come back with a better
understanding of what Israel means to
them and how it fits their Jewish identi-
ty,” she said. “The Jewish community of
Nashville should be really proud of hav-
ing [this program].”

The goal of the trip is for each stu-
dent to build a connection to his or her
Jewish soul – something that happens in
different ways for each participant.
Before the trip, the students are required
to attend educational sessions, kallot, to
help them understand the history, cul-
ture and language of Israel. Once the
group arrives in Israel, they are prepared
to get the most out of their experience.  

Get Connected is subsidized through
the Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee, grants from the Mary
and Harry Zimmerman Fund, fundraisers
and private donations. Hadera and
Nashville participate in the Jewish
Agency’s Partnership2Gether, which
connects about 550 Diaspora Jewish
communities with 45 cities and regions
in Israel. The programs focus on commu-
nity interactions and building connec-
tions between the partnered areas. c

Nashville’s Get Connected participants pose by the Mediterranean Sea at Caesarea with their
Israeli hosts. 

Israeli hosts take 
a turn as guests 

By MARA STEINE

T
he Nashville Get
Connected participants
who visited Israel in June
got a chance to return the
favor when they hosted an
Israeli delegation from the

Hadera-Eiron region for two weeks in July. 
The five Israeli students said they

were participating in the
Partnership2gether exchange program
because it gave them an opportunity to
get to know students from the United
States and even visit the country. 

Yuval Vered’s family has hosted a
Get Connected participant for the past
three years, and he has been looking for-
ward to visiting Nashville. 

“My brother was in [the program],
and I heard a lot about the great friends
you make,” said Vered.  

Shirley Flor was especially excited to
visit America after seeing the culture in
movies and on television. This program
isn’t all about fun for her, though. For
Flor, being a counselor at the Gordon
Jewish Community Center’s Camp Davis
allowed her to “feel more connected to
being an Israeli and being Jewish.”  

For many of the Israeli students, the
trip marked their first visit to the United
States. 

In addition to working at Camp
Davis, the they  toured historic and popu-
lar Nashville sites including the Country
Music Hall of Fame, the State Capitol,
Nashville Shores, Cheekwood. c

Between serving as counselors at sightseeing, the Israeli Get Connected teens and their hosts
spend some time relaxing at a backyard barbecue.
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events rel-
evant to the Jewish community of
Greater Nashville. We prefer e-mailed
submissions, which should be sent as
Word documents to Editor Charles
Bernsen at charles@jewishnashville.org.
Photos must be high resolution (at least
300 dpi) and should be attached as jpegs
to the e-mail with the related news item
or story. For material that cannot be e-
mailed, submissions should be sent to
Charles Bernsen, The Jewish Observer,
801 Percy Warner Blvd., Suite 102,
Nashville TN 37205. Photos and copy
sent by regular mail will not be returned
unless prior arrangement is made.
Publication is at the discretion of The
Observer, which reserves the right to
edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, at
615-354-1699, or by email at
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.
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Tumultuous Times: Reflections on a Month in Israel
By Mark S. Freedman

I
left Nashville at the end of June to
spend a week studying at the
Pardes Institute of Jewish Studies
in Jerusalem. As I arrived in Israel,
emotions were running
high because the search

was still ongoing for the three
teenage boys who had been
abducted by Hamas terrorists. 

Sadly, a few days after my
arrival in Israel, the boys’ life-
less bodies were found.
Anxiety and apprehension
quickly gave way to despair
and grief. Most people
mourned silently, but beneath
the quiet sadness and the sub-
sequent senseless act of mur-
derous revenge perpetrated against an
Arab teenager, I perceived a turning
point in the psyche of my Israeli friends
and counterparts. Everyone seemed more
united and resolved that the time had
come to deal with the Hamas terrorist
threat once and for all. 

Two years of relative quiet from the
Gaza Strip quickly escalated violently as
Hamas terrorists began lobbing more
and more rockets into Southern Israel
just as I was leaving on July 4 for a week
of vacation in Italy. I would be returning
to Israel on July 12 to join a mission of

campaign volunteers and professionals
from Jewish Federations in North
American, including four others from
Nashville – 2015 Campaign Chairman
Ted Mayden, Federation board member
Janet Weismark, NowGen leader

Jennifer Kahn and Campaign
Director Naomi Sedek. 

As I arrived back in
Israel, I was quickly intro-
duced to the new reality of
sirens and shelters. A
Saturday night dinner at a Tel
Aviv beachfront restaurant
occasioned two sirens and
dashes for shelter in the space
of twenty minutes. Both times
Iron Dome intercepted the
Hamas rockets. Sunday and

Monday brought three more trips to
shelters (actually stairways in my
hotel). Then, just as we were about to
leave Tel Aviv on a trip to northern
Israel, the sirens sounded again and we
had to scramble off our bus and sprint to
shelter. This time four rockets flew over
Tel Aviv, and we could clearly see two
of the rockets intercepted by Iron Dome
missiles in the distance.

So, what can you not see in the con-
stant barrage of rocket attacks? It is diffi-
cult to comprehend the disruption and
distraction to everyday life. You are con-
stantly on guard. Where do I pull over on

the road as the sirens blare? How quickly
must I seek shelter if I am simply
strolling along the beach or walking
through a park? What should I do if I see
young children or elderly who are not
seeking shelter when the sirens sound?
How do I assist others if the sirens trigger
a traumatic response and they are not
able to cope with potential danger? 

Here’s the bottom line: We are all in
the same boat. We are all the targets of
the Hamas terrorists who seek to kill us
because we are Jewish and they want us
out of Israel. Hamas fired rockets toward
Ben Gurion Airport because they don’t
want Jews, or anyone else for the matter,
coming to Israel. 

Is the picture clear enough?  Israel
will pay a high price in the court of
international opinion and with a large-
ly biased media because in ridding the
Gaza Strip of Hamas terrorism, Israel’s
military will inflict casualties on civil-
ians no matter how much they seek to
avoid doing so.  

No one wants to see innocents suf-
fer, but I want to emphasize that the fault
lies squarely with Hamas. It is clear that
they use their people as human shields. It
seems amazing to me that reporters never
manage to pose the most basic question
about the conflict. Here’s the question
they should ask those individuals who
constantly criticize and place blame sole-
ly upon Israel: What would happen if
Hamas were to simply stop firing rockets
into Israel?

The answer: Quiet would be
restored. The IDF would withdraw its
ground forces. Hamas would ultimately
decide if it wants to wage war or seek
peace. But it will not because it is com-
mitted to the destruction of Israel and
the Jewish people. That is where we are
today and probably where we will be
tomorrow and the day after that.

I’m back in the Nashville now but
constantly thinking about my dear
friends in Israel as they continue to deal
with the tumult. For another day, anoth-
er week, another month, another year,
another decade…

May we, the whole House of Israel
continue to go from strength to strength.
Am Yisrael Chai! c

Mark S. Freedman is executive director
of the Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee.

Mark S. Freedman

Donations to the Stop the Sirens campaign can be made at
http://nashville.ujcfedweb.org/servertransfer.html?targetURL
=/ft2/form.html?__id=9306. All proceeds are used to improve
shelters for vulnerable populations and provide services such
as trauma counseling and respites for children. 

New and Improved Shalom Taxi!
We’ve made it easier for you to use!

To purchase $5 vouchers 
contact Carrie Mills at the 

Gordon Jewish Community Center 
at 615-354-1680 or email:
carrie@nashvillejcc.org

Monday - Saturda certified MTA access driver!
ra riders going to the same destination will not need a

voucher and will only pay $1 per extra rider.
Six riders maximum per same destination.

The Jewish Observer of Nashville is the only comprehensive
source of information about the Jewish community of Middle
Tennessee. To continue delivering the news and information you
have come to expect, we need your support. 

In this issue you will find an envelope with which you can make
a tax deductible contribution to the annual Observer Patron
Campaign. A $25 donation covers the annual cost of printing and
mailing The Observer to a single reader, but we hope you will con-
sider donating at one of the higher levels: Reporter ($50), Editor
($100) or Publisher ($150). c

Please support
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Federation’s new NowGen director
happy to bring experience in
Jewish non-profits to Nashville

Temple’s new rabbi returns to his first love: Jewish education
By CHARLES BERNSEN

J
ust a day after arriving in
Nashville last month to become
the director of education and
next generation programming at
The Temple, Rabbi Michael
Shulman stood before two dozen 
members of his new congregation,
encouraging them to express

their thoughts and emotions about
events roiling Israel in the wake of the
kidnapping and murder of three Israeli
teens and the apparent revenge murder
of a Palestinian youth. 

The July 3 discussion at The
Temple’s regular Lunch & Talk with the
Rabbi raised some difficult issues as
members talked about the thin line Israel
must walk in defending itself against
sworn enemies while at the same time
preserving the Jewish ethical values that
are at the heart of its identity.     

And that was just fine with Rabbi
Shulman. As a teacher, he gets his
biggest kick from helping students
achieve that “aha!” moment when they
gain clarity on a difficult issue or at least
see it from a new perspective. 

“Learning is about being chal-
lenged,” he said. “And to do that, you

have to get people out of their comfort
zone. That’s my style.”

Having decided to expand the
responsibilities of the education director
to include programming aimed at young

adults in their 20s and 30s, The Temple
“specifically chose to engage a rabbi,
someone with a wider, more enhanced
degree of training, experience and schol-
arship for the expanded role of education
and engagement,” said senior Rabbi
Mark Schiftan.

Rabbi Shana Mackler said her new
colleague “has a wonderful way of meet-
ing people where they are and encourag-
ing them to learn more. He does this
beautifully with students, with teachers,
and with congregants.  His love of
Judaism, education and developing
meaningful relationships with people is
inspiring in and out of the classroom.” 

Born and raised in Cleveland, OH,
Rabbi Shulman said he realized he want-
ed to be a religious educator during his
undergraduate days at Georgetown
University when was teaching Hebrew
and religious school at a northern
Virginia synagogue. 

“I figured the best way to become a
Jewish educator was to go to rabbinic
school,” he said. 

But things didn’t go exactly as he
had planned. While attending Hebrew
Union College in Cincinnati, he got an
internship at the historic Isaac M. Wise
Temple under the leadership of senior
Rabbi Lewis H. Kamrass. 

“He told me he was going to turn me
into a pulpit rabbi,” Rabbi Shulman said,
which is exactly what happened. After
his ordination, he became an associate
rabbi at Wise Temple, where he did all
the usual “rabbi stuff” while also focusing
on programming for children, families
with children and young adults. 

After almost 10 years in Cincinnati,
however, Rabbi Shulman decided “to
get back to the original plan – Jewish
education.” Two years ago he became
director of lifelong learning at Atlanta’s
Temple Sinai, but Atlanta “was not
quite the right fit for this Midwesterner,”
he said “And then this position came
open, and I couldn’t be more excited to
be here.” 

Rabbi Shulman said his approach to
Jewish education is to provide students –
whether children or adults – a variety of
experiences under the guidance of the
best teachers.  

“The idea is for them to have a sense
of ownership of their Judaism . . . and
confidence in who they are as Jews.” c

Rabbi Michael Shulman talks with Grif Haber after leading a discussion during Lunch & Talk
with the Rabbi. The Temple’s new director of education and next generation programming says
his style is to offer a variety of educational opportunities that challenge students and allow
them to have a “sense of ownership of their Judaism.”

By CHARLES BERNSEN

W
hen she went away
to college at the
University of
Wisconsin, Lauren
Mielziner knew
she wanted a

career in the field of non-profits. After
all, she had been brought up to
be acutely aware of the impor-
tant Jewish values of social
justice and tikkun olam – repair
of the world. 

The path that career
would take became clear
shortly after she walked into
the Hillel center on the
Madison, WI campus. 

“I just got hooked,”
Mielziner said. “It was such a
good fit for me – working with
like-minded people.” 

Mielziner, 28, has been involved in
building Jewish identity and strengthen-
ing Jewish communities ever since. Now
she is bringing that passion to Nashville,
where she has been named community
engagement associate for the Jewish
Federation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee. Her primary duty will be to
direct NowGen Nashville, the
Federation’s outreach program for young
Jewish professionals. 

Mielziner said she feels lucky be to
be taking over a vibrant program built
by her predecessor, Joel Abramson, who
left Nashville in June to pursue graduate
studies in Jewish professional leadership
at Brandeis University. 

“Joel did such a terrific job, and I
want to continue to build NowGen with
new programs and reach even more peo-
ple,” she said. Under her watch,
NowGen will continue to offer a variety
of social, philanthropic, service and net-
working opportunities for singles, young
couples and young families.

“I feel confident we have the right
person to move NowGen forward,” said
Naomi Limor Sedek, the Federation’s
campaign director. 

Mielziner was born and raised in St.
Louis, where her family was part of
Congregation Shaare Emeth, a reform
synagogue. It was at Wisconsin, howev-
er, where her involvement in the Jewish

community took off. Active in
Hillel, she was hired as the
vice-president of the Jewish
Cultural Collective, an initia-
tive funded by the university
through Hillel to promote cul-
tural activities. 

After graduating from
Wisconsin with a degree in
political science and Jewish
studies, Mielziner spent three
years as membership and devel-
opment associate at Temple

Sholom in Chicago. From there she went
to Houston, Texas to become events
coordinator for Jewish Family Service. 

Mielziner says one of the most
rewarding aspects of her job with the
Houston JFS was organizing an annual
citywide film festival called
ReelAbilities that features films by and
about people with disabilities. The
Houston event is part of a national ini-
tiative that sponsors similar festivals in
14 cities with the aim of reducing the
stigma associated with disabilities. 

Though she had never been to
Nashville before, Mielziner does have a
connection to the city through her
fiancé, David Bubis, who has just begun
a fellowship at Meharry Medical
College. His father’s family has been an
integral part of the Nashville communi-
ty for many decades.  

Mielziner says she is thrilled to be in
Nashville. “There’s so much to do, but it’s
not so big that you get lost in the mix.
The people have been so friendly, and
the Jewish community seems so tight.” c

Lauren Mielziner
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Come meet 
Rabbi Michael Shulman, RJE 

the new Director of Education & Next Generation Programming 
at The Temple! A light brunch will be served.

Learn about our innovative new curriculum and learning opportunities for 
children and families from Pre-K through 12th grade:

to choose what they want to learn throughout the year

around Nashville

For more information about the Open House or about the 2014-2015 Religious School year at 
The Temple, contact Rabbi Michael Shulman at rabbishulman@templenashville.org or 615.352.7620.

5015 Harding Road ~ Nashville, TN 37205 ~ www.templenashville.org

The Temple Religious School Open House
Saturday, August 16, 2014 at 10:30 
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Are you having difficulty 
affording school supplies 

for your children?
JFS can help!
Eligible families will receive 

free school supplies.

Contact Toni Jacobsen 
at 354-1672.

P2G project seeks to build musical bridge
between Southeast U.S. and Hadera-Eiron

By CHARLES BERNSEN

R
ussell Wolff, an accom-
plished Nashville musi-
cian, singer-songwriter
and producer, has per-
formed all over the world
during his 15-year music

career. But he had never played Israel
until last November during a mission trip
with Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee. 

“It was a magical experience,” Wolff
said, describing his first trip ever to
Israel, where he performed in venues in
Jerusalem, Hadera and the small town of
Mitzpe Ramon in the Negev Desert. 

So magical that it inspired him to
initiate a collaborative project called
Music2Gether that is recruiting Jewish
songwriters and performers in Israel and
the United States to create an album of
original music to be shared for free.
Wolff is co-directing the project with
Ofter Ben-Zion, an Israeli musician and
producer he met and performed with
during the trip to Israel. 

Music2Gether is being funded as
part of the Partnership2Gether (P2G)
initiative that links Jewish communities
around the world with specific cities and
regions in Israel. 

Wolff and Ben-Zion are seeking vol-
unteer collaborators – whether com-
posers, lyricists, musicians or singers –
who live or work in the P2G Southeast
consortium, which includes Nashville
and eight other communities in
Tennessee, Florida, Virginia and North
Carolina.  The Southeast consortium is
partnered with the Hadera-Eiron region
of Israel between Tel Aviv and Haifa. 

“We will be very selective about the
musical works that are included on this
album but hope to get as many submis-
sions as possible,” said Wolff, who will
determine the contributors and music for
the project along with Ofer. 

“This is not a revenue-producing
project; it’s a relationship-building proj-
ect,” said Harriet Schiftan, the Nashville

Federation’s director of planning and
P2G. “It will bring together musicians
from all 10 communities to create per-
sonal relationships and strengthen ties
among the U.S. communities and our
partner region in Hadera-Eiron. The
goal is to create an inspiring collection of
songs that can be enjoyed at Federation
events and played live by the artists at
Jewish events internationally.” 

In that sense, it is much like a P2G
project involving visual artists from the
Southeast consortium and Hadera-Eiron
who created an exhibition of original art
centered on the theme of water. “The
Sounds of Many Water” is now on dis-
play in Israel and will eventually be
exhibited in all nine communities in the
P2G Southeast consortium. 

Asked why he thinks the music
project is important, Wolff said, “I think
right now, with the drums of war pound-

ing louder than people can stand, we can
all use some relief from the music world
to promote the things that make us all

alike rather than highlight the things
that make us different. I hope this proj-
ect can achieve that on some level.” c

After meeting and playing together last fall
in Israel, musicians Ofer Ben-Zion (left) and
Russell Wolff decided to co-direct
Music2Gether, a project in which U.S. and
Israeli musicians will collaborate to create
an album of original music.

Music2Gether
A volunteer collaborative project aimed at producing a cohesive collection of orig-
inal music that incorporates Israeli, American and other cultural styles

Sponsor
• Partnership2Gether (Southeast U.S. consortium and Hadera-Eiron region of

Israel) 

Directors/Producers
• Russell Wolff of Nashville
• Ofer Ben-Zion of Pardes Hanna-Kakur, Israel

Eligibility
Composers, lyricists, musicians and singers who live or work in the P2G consor-
tium communities:
• Israel: Pardes Hanna-Karkur, communities of the Menashe Regional Council,

Alona and Hadera
• United States: Charlotte, NC; Nashville, Chattanooga and Knoxville, TN;

Richmond, VA; and Jacksonville County, Pinellas County, Flagler and Volusia
counties, and Lee and Charlotte counties in Florida.

Submission Requirements
• Songwriters and composers must submit only original work.
• Songwriters should include lyric sheets in their submissions.
• Contributors agree to allow publishing of copyrighted material. (Already regis-

tered work should list existing affiliation such as ASCAP, BMI, SESAC.) 
• Musicians and singers can submit “cover” recordings that highlight their talents.
• Submissions can be sent via CD, MP3, MP4, WAV, AIF, YouTube or other dig-

ital recording methods. Professional recordings are not required, but the quality
should be sufficient so that they can be heard clearly. (The final product will be
professionally produced.)  

• Participation is voluntary. Participants will receive no payment or compensation.

Time Frame
• Sept. 30, 2014: Submissions due.
• Oct. 31, 2014: Selections made and artists notified.
• March 30, 2014: Production completed.
• April 15, 2015: Finished CD released. 

For further information contact Musicp2g@gmail.com.
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Free Registration

First 100 receive a free gift

Planners - Caterers - DJ’s 

Venues - Invites & More 

Door prizes! 

Pre-register online and get your free gift!
www.congregationmicah.org/expo

Congregation Micah | 2001 Old Hickory Blvd. | Brentwood, TN 37027

Sponsor:

   e v e n t s     d e s i g n  

Celebrating a life cycle event? 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah? Engagement? Wedding? Retirement? Baby naming? 
Come meet vendors that can help you in your party planning process! 

Meet the following vendors (and more!): 
Fete Nashville, Goldie Shepard Catering, 

Nashville Zoo, Spangler Entertainment, DK Ideas, 
LINS Latest Creations, Buca Di Beppo, 

Catalyst Weddings & Events, Hilton Brentwood/
Nashville Suites, G Catering & Events

New PJ Library coordinator sees this month’s Palooza as a
chance to showcase “engine for building Jewish community”

By CHARLES BERNSEN  

P
J Library will kick off the new
school year this month with
its second annual PJ Palooza
at the Gordon Jewish
Community Center. 

The Aug. 24 event is first
and foremost a fun
day for kids, who will
engage in crafts,
enjoy snacks and be
entertained as story-
teller and puppeteer
Library Pete brings
Jewish children’s
books to life. It’s also
a fundraising event
for PJ Library, which
provides Jewish-
themed books and

music to hundreds of Nashville area chil-
dren. The program is seeking sponsors at
various levels beginning at $18. 

But Sara Hanai, PJ Library’s new
coordinator, also sees this year’s Palooza
as an opportunity to showcase the pro-
gram’s success as “an engine for building
Jewish community.” 

Funded by the
Harold Grinspoon
Foundation and local
partners, the PJ
Library mails free
Jewish children’s
books and music
each month to fami-
lies in more than 136
communities across
the United States
and Canada. In
Nashville, however,

the program also has staged a number of
story time community events like Palooza
and Storywalk to Israel, which was held in
May in conjunction with Yom
Ha’atzmaut, Israel’s independence day. 

The program’s local sponsors
include the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee, Akiva
School, the GJCC and its Early
Childhood Learning Center, Micah
Children's Academy, The Temple
Preschool and the West End Synagogue
Men's Club.

PJ Library has worked hard to ensure
that its programming reflects the same
kind of communal diversity. For exam-
ple, its Pajama Havdalah event last
February at The Temple included Cantor
Tracy Fishbein from The Temple but also
Rabbi Joshua Kullock of West End
Synagogue, Rabbi Saul Strosberg of
Congregation Sherith Israel and Lisa
Silver of Congregation Micah. 

“We had a fabulous turnout because
people recognize that just because we
have an event at The Temple doesn’t
mean it’s just for Temple members,”
Hanai said. In that way PJ Library’s pro-
gramming is helping to create and
strengthen connections among the con-
gregational and cultural groups that make
up Nashville’s diverse Jewish community. 

Hanai hopes to increase the reach
of such community-building program-
ming by expanding it beyond traditional
brick-and-mortar sites like the GJCC
and synagogues. 

“I’d like to get to the point where we
can hold a story time event anywhere –
whether it’s Williamson County or East
Nashville, in parks, coffee shops, even in
people’s homes” she said. 

To do that she wants to enlist the
aid of parents – ambassadors, she calls
them – willing to pool their ideas and
talents to create, publicize and stage pro-
gramming that will reach families wher-
ever they live. 

Hanai is also hoping to involve
Vanderbilt students and local teenagers
like Aden Barton, who volunteered at PJ
Library’s Matzah Magic program last spring
and then made a donation to the program
as part of the project for his bar mitzvah.

The ultimate goal, Hanai said, is to
continue building a program that not
only encourages families to engage with
Jewish books and music in their homes
but also facilities “Jewish parents and
children coming together with other
Jewish parents and children to develop
lasting relationships.” c

PJ Library does more than provide Jewish children’s books and music for the home. Its pro-
gramming, like last February’s Pajama Havdalah at The Temple, is a terrific vehicle for building
bridges within Nashville’s diverse Jewish community.

Palooza Particulars

What: PJ Palooza
When: 10-11:15 a.m., Aug. 24
Where: Gordon Jewish Community

Center
Cost: $5 per person/$25 per family

For more information about the event
or how to become a PJ Library sponsor  
email pjlibrary@nashvillejcc.org
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Nashville Holistic Pet: A business
based on a love of pets

Nashville Holistic Pet was established around a simple concept: Provide our cus-
tomers everything required for a holistic approach to happy, healthy pets. By every-
thing, we mean quality nutritional products, a warm and welcoming environment,
knowledgeable and friendly staff, expert grooming services and the very best toys, treats
and supplies.

We have been Nashville’s holistic pet care, grooming and nutrition experts for 18
years. We are excited to announce a second location in the Cool Springs area of
Franklin. We are locally owned and operated and consider the care of your pet as a
valuable trust.  

We insist on the highest quality ingredients and strictest of product safety for all
of our product offerings.  Our foods are made by independent pet food manufacturers
in the USA and Canada, and we will not carry any food or treats made in China.  All
of our foods have protein as the primary ingredient, and will not sell any foods made
with corn, wheat or soy, which are not the best nutrition for your pet.  Dogs and cats
are carnivores and need protein.  If it’s not good enough for Sadie, Trevor, Mika,
Lindsay, Kitty, Denver, Lucy or Diamond, (our personal pets), it’s not good enough for
our customers. 

We also have some of the best groomers in town. We require our groomers not
only to be good at their craft but also extra kind and gentle with your pet.  We
love it when our grooming ‘clients’ come running in the door excited to see their
favorite groomer!  

You see, we love, love, love dogs and cats – everything about them. Their sweet
smiles, their wagging tails, their playful nature, their wet kisses and the way they make
us feel when we cuddle up close to them. We’re animal lovers. Would you want it any
other way? 

Nature Select Pet Foods: High quality
pet food and free home delivery 

Like many pet owners, we wanted to feed our pets a good food, so that they will
stay a happy and healthy members of our family.

For years our dogs had eaten Nature's Select in Texas, but when we came to
Tennessee, we could no longer get this high quality food or free home delivery.  

We are now happy to be celebrating 10 years in Tennessee and to have been voted
Best Holistic Pet Food and Best Pet Food Delivery Service by the readers of Nashville
Paw. PetFoodAdvisor.com has given us a 4-sttar rating.

Our product is made in the USA, priced the same or less than comparable pet store
foods with free home delivery. You can save even money through multi-bag discounts. 

Here’s what some customers are saying:  
Mary C – “I highly recommend Nature's Select. Super high quality, no fillers, great

value and they deliver for FREE. We haven't run out of dog food since we started with
them! We were able to cut their food intake in half and then some, 100lb+ dogs that
eat less than 4 cups of kibble a day.”

Lori P – “Since I changed my dogs to Nature's Select,  their skin has not itched
and we don't have any trouble getting the finicky one to eat!”

Give us a try!  We are so confident in our food, we guarantee it. Visit our website
at www.DeliverMyPetFood.com, email us at info@nstennessee.com, or call us, Jeff and
Shani Duncan, at 615-986-9285.

PetMustHaves Warehouse: Popular
brands at below wholesale

PetMustHaves Warehouse is an extension of our website,
www.PetMustHaves.com, and of our hardware business, TATC Warehouse.  

TATC is a family-owned business that has operated for more than 25 years. Prior
to the Nashville Flood of 2010, our warehouse was strictly for holding inventory sold
at flea market locations and online. When the flood necessitated finding new space,
that space included a showroom where we now offer monthly sales, usually the first
Saturday every month. We also see customers for shopping appointments between sales
and have other special sales from October through year end. 

We offer three large rooms filled with popular national brands. Many items are
overstocks or closeouts so selection varies monthly and prices are often below whole-
sale! We also shop from local and regional entrepreneurs for specialty accessories, dog
clothes and treats.  For your convenience we accept all major credit and debit cards. 

It is our sincere desire to offer you practical and fun products that reflect our mutu-
al appreciation for dear and loyal animal companions.  While most merchandise is for
dogs, we have a special Kitty Korner for feline friends. So come to our sale monthly sale
– and bring your dog! Mention The Observer and get an extra 10 percent off at the
August sale, which is on the 8th. 

We’re at 2711B Landers Ave., east of 100 Oaks off Thompson Lane. For more
information or to schedule a private shopping appointment, call 615-364-6411.

Carrie Mills: Portraits that capture
your pet’s personality

Artist Carrie Mills’ pet portraits hang in many distinguished homes in Nashville
and across the country.  Her realistic, yet artistic way of capturing the animal’s spirit
and personality has brought a tear of joy to the eye of many happy customers.  Her
paintings make for a priceless keepsake and/or a very special gift. Pets are treasured
members of people’s families.  Let Carrie create a portrait that will forever hold a spe-
cial place in your life. Visit her website at www.carriemillsdesign.com. 

Your Ad/Greeting will reach the entire 
Jewish Community! Be sure to be a part 

of this special annual issue.
Publication date is September 2014
Deadline for ads is August 15, 2014

Contact:
Carrie Mills, Advertising Manager

615-354-1699
e-mail: carrie@nashvillejcc.org

fax 615-352-0056

Rosh Hashanah 
is Coming!

A  N E W  Y E A R !
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Best of the pet photos by our readers

Stella, a rescue dog. belongs to Sandi Olson. 

Marty Korngut’s cat goes by the name Trixie
. . . and several others.

Ziggy, the Chanukat, belongs to Tamelyn Feinstein.Rosie, Marilyn Rubin’s dog, naps with her twin great nephews. 

This very refined cat, Jacob T. Phillips, is owned by Kim Phillips.  

Healthy foods for Happy Pets
Complementary nutrition counseling

Full line of healthy treats and toys
Full Service Grooming. 

Book you holiday appointment now!

Belle Meade
73 White Bridge Rd.

Nashville • 615.352.1958

Cool Springs
330 Mayfi eld Drive, Suite D3

Franklin • 615.236.9164

www.nashvilleholisticpet.com

$5 off $50 Purchase
or $5 off Full Groom

with this ad

Max Siegel, son of Andrew and Jennifer
Siegel from Dallas, TX, poses with his fami-
ly’s dog, Winnie. Max is the nephew of
Marilyn Rubin of Nashville. 

The Observer is online at
www.jewishobservernashville.org
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Join us to say farewell to

hadar!!!

Farewell Party for our Community Shlicha Hadar Moskovitz

Thursday August 7, 2014 from 5:30 to 7:30 pm 

There is no charge for this event     

Rsvp to Barbara@jewishnashville.orgOF NASHVILLE AND MIDDLE TENNESSEE
& Jewish Foundation

Drinks , Appetizers, Toasts, Fun, and Surprises!
Please come to say Todah Rabah and Le’Hitraot to Hadar

in the gjcc auditorium 

Earl Kirshner adoption loan program helps build Jewish families
By TONI JACOBSEN

E
arl Kirshner’s relatives
remember him as a caring
man who valued his family
above everything. 

His wife, Betty, recalls
that when their children,

Howard and Meryl, were growing up,
there were always additional children in
their home, and Earl loved it.   Howard
describes his father as a saint who had
unwavering love and compassion for his
children and grandchildren. 

Earl and Betty grew up in families
where family was important and everyone
was close to each other. Naturally they
created a close, loving family of their own.

After Earl’s passing in 2003, Howard
and his wife, Leslie, decided to donate
$20,000 to start the Jewish Family
Service Earl Kirshner Adoption Loan
Program.  Jewish families can apply for
interest free loans up to $10,000 to be

Family was always important to Earl
Kirshner, shown here in an old photo with his
wife, Betty, and two of their three grandchil-
dren, Andrea Kirshner (left) and Allison
Kirshner, who are now grown.

for the loan and three children have
been adopted into the Jewish communi-
ty since the program began in 2005.  

The average adoption costs $30,000,
and a loan often is what enables the fam-
ilies to finish the process. 

“The Kirshner loan provided the
last bit of money we needed to finalize
our adoption, and it came at a point in
the process when we felt we were out of
options,” said an adoptive mother who,
along with her husband, was the first

Kirshner loan recipient.  “It was such a
gift and relief for us to be able to bring
our baby home for good.”

Asked what how Earl would feel if he
knew about the program established in
his honor, Betty said, “I think he would
be happy these children are being taken
care of and have their own families.”

The Earl Kirshner Adoption Loan
program is available to qualified Jewish
families who are adopting through JFS.
For more information, call 356-4234. c

GJCC will hold daylong event 
for a Healthy You on Aug. 19. 

P
ersonal health is an important
focus of the Gordon Jewish
Community Center, so for the
first time it is a sponsoring a
daylong event devoted to pro-
moting good health. 

Healthy You will be on Tuesday,
August 19 and is a joint effort of the
GJCC’s adults, aquatics and fitness and
wellness programs. Open to adults of all
ages, it will feature participatory events,
screenings and demonstrations as well as
a blood drive.

“The GJCC motto is Live Up, and
this program will allow you to do just
that,” said Meryl Kraft, director of adult
programing at the GJCC.

Events include: 
• A mini triathlon from 8:30 a.m.-

11:30 a.m. at the GJCC’s pool and
fitness center. It will include a 45-
minute swim, a 30-minute indoor
bike ride and a 30-minute indoor or
outdoor run. The entry fee of $15
includes lunch. Participation is limit-
ed to 20 people. Sign up by emailing
harriet@nashvillejcc.org.

• Free skin cancer screening by special-
ists from Gold Skin Care from 11
.a.m-12:30 p.m. in the GJCC lounge. 

• Free juicing demonstrations (and
samples!) from 11:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
at the GJCC fitness desk.

• Screenings by the St. Thomas
Hospital’s mobile mammography
unit from 10 a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the
GJCC parking lot. The screenings
are for women over 40, and are free
with insurance cards. 

• A Red Cross blood drive from 10
a.m. to 2:30 p.m. in the GJCC audi-
torium. 

• A display from 10 a.m.-1p.m. in the
front hall by the women’s apparel
store Athleta, which will have cloth-
ing for sale, drawings for items like
headbands and free health bars and
water. 
The event is a good opportunity to

check out the GJCC’s new fitness equip-
ment, meet the fitness staff and sign up
for special personal training offer – three
sessions for just $150. c

applied toward adoption expenses. To
date, four families have been approved
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P
arents overburdened by their
jobs and coordinating their
children's schedules.
Students whose over-pro-
grammed schedules leave
them exhausted with too lit-

tle sleep. Teachers who have to deal with
the stressed out parents and students
along with the increasing scrutiny of
their performance.    

These problems are the subject of
the documentary “Race to Nowhere,”

Religious schools, Akiva sponsoring Aug. 27 screening 
of documentary about nation’s troubled school culture   

Object X, an art film and installation from Nashville artist Kit Kite’s conceptual series
“The X Housewife Portraits,” will be on display during August as part of the regular rotat-
ing exhibitions in the galleries of the Gordon Jewish Community Center. The work of
Nashville watercolorist Larry Martin will also be on display during August. 

August exhibitions at the GJCC

which will be screened at 7 p.m. on
Wednesday, Aug. 27 at the Gordon
Jewish Community Center. The event
is sponsored by Akiva School and the
religious schools at Congregation Beit
T’filah, Congregation Micah, The
Temple, Congregation Sherith Israel
and West End Synagogue. 

“Race to Nowhere,” directed by
mother-turned-filmmaker Vicki H.
Abeles, shines a light on the culture of
hollow achievement and pressure to
perform that has overtaken many
American schools: rampant cheating,
stress-related illness, depression and
burnout. Ironically, young people arrive
at college and the workplace unpre-
pared and uninspired.

The film is a call to families, educa-
tors and policy makers to examine cur-
rent assumptions on how to best prepare

the youth of America to become healthy,
bright, contributing and leading citizens
in the 21st century.  A discussion will
follow the film.

Among many others, “Race to
Nowhere” features Dr. Madeline
Levine, author of the best-sellers, The
Price of Privilege and Teach Your
Children Well; Dr. Deborah Stipek, for-
mer Dean of the Stanford School of
Education; Dr. Kenneth Ginsburg, an
adolescent medicine specialist at The
Children’s Hospital of Philadelphia;
Dr. Wendy Mogel, author of The
Blessing of a Skinned Knee and The
Blessing of a B Minus; Denise Pope,
author of Doing School, and Sara
Bennett, author of The Case Against
Homework.  

For more information, please contact
Sharon Paz, spaz@westendsyn.org. c

The Observer is online at www.jewishobservernashville.org
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SEND A 
NEW YEAR’S 
GREETING
to your family, friends 
and the entire community 
in the 

Choose a Greeting
A) Have a Happy and Healthy New Year
B) Happy Rosh Hashanah
C) Rosh Hashanah Greetings
D) Le-Shanah Tovah Tikkatevu

Choose a Size

1
1

Ad Deadline-

Mail or Bring your greeting to:
The Observer • 801 Percy Warner Blvd.

Nashville, TN  37205
E-mail: carrie@nashvillejcc.org
Call: Carrie Mills - 615.354.1699

Fax: 615.352.0056

Full page $702.00
3/4 page $526.50
1/2 page $378.00
1/4 page $189.00
3 col. x 4” $162.00

5” square $135.00
1/8 page $  94.50
card size $  54.00
greeting $  27.00

Scholars seek Hebrew Bible’s original text – but was there one? 
By ANTHONY WEISS 

LOS ANGELES (JTA) —
According to Jewish tradition, the Torah
is so sacred that even a single error made
on a single letter renders the entire scroll
unusable.

And yet the Hebrew Bible is riddled
with corruptions and alterations that
have accrued and been passed down over
the millennia.

Now an international team of schol-
ars is working to fix all that.

For the past 14 years, the team
behind “The Hebrew Bible: A Critical
Edition” has been sifting through the text
in an effort to reverse the accumulated
imperfections and changes, returning the
books of the Hebrew Bible to, if not an
original version, then the earliest possible
version. The first volume is due out later
this year.

“It is a little chutzpadik,” acknowl-
edged Ronald Hendel, HBCE’s general
editor and a professor of Hebrew Bible at
the University of California, Berkeley.

It’s also a messy, painstaking and con-
troversial endeavor that has been criti-
cized by some of the world’s leading bibli-
cal scholars. The critics argue that what
Hendel and his team are attempting to do
is not just difficult but also misguided. 

“I think it will actually end up caus-
ing more problems,” said Michael Segal, a
senior lecturer in Bible at the Hebrew
University of Jerusalem.

The difficulties stem from the Bible’s
long history of transmission from scribe to
scribe through the centuries. HBCE is trying
to reverse engineer that process, to sift
through the various extant texts of the Bible
and — by analyzing grammatical glitches,
stylistic hitches and contradictions of the
texts — establish a reading closer to if not
the original, then at least the archetype on
which the subsequent copies were based.

The goal is to rewind the clock as far
as possible toward the time when the
various biblical texts attained their
canonical form, around the start of the
Common Era. The text of the Hebrew
Bible now being used descends from

what is called the Masoretic text, which
was assembled between the sixth and
10th centuries by Jewish scribes and
scholars in present-day Israel and Iraq. 

But even among the various ver-
sions of the Masoretic text there are sub-
tle differences. Many of today’s printings
of the Hebrew Bible come from a text
assembled in 16th-century Venice. The
Jewish Publication Society uses the
Leningrad Codex, which at approxi-
mately 1,000 years old is the oldest com-
plete surviving text. Still others use the
10th-century Aleppo Codex, which the
Torah scholar Maimonides praised for its
accuracy but has been missing much of
the Torah since a 1947 fire.

Contemporary scholars seeking to
understand the history of the Hebrew
Bible’s text rely on a range of other
sources, including ancient Greek and
Syriac translations, quotations from rab-
binic manuscripts, the Samaritan
Pentateuch and others. Many of these are
older than the Masoretic text and often
contradict it, in ways small and large.

Some of the errors are natural out-
growths of the process of scribal transmis-
sion — essentially typos in which the
scribe mistook one letter for another,
skipped a word or transposed words. In
other cases the scribes may have changed
the text intentionally to make it more
comprehensible or pious.

The level of variation differs from
book to book. Hendel estimates that it
ranges from approximately 5 percent in
Genesis to some 20-30 percent in books
such as Samuel and Jeremiah. While
many changes are small, others are more
substantial.

Just before Cain slays Abel, the
Masoretic text announces that Cain
speaks, but it offers no dialogue. Both the
Samaritan Pentateuch and the ancient
Greek translation called the Septuagint
supply the missing speech: “Let us go out
to the field.” In this instance, emending
the text is relatively straightforward.

But elsewhere the task becomes com-
plicated. The book of Jeremiah in the
Septuagint is approximately 15-20 per-
cent shorter than the version in the
Masoretic text, and the text appears in a
different order. In this case, editors are not
just dealing with glitches but with entire-
ly different versions of the same text.

The scholars behind “The Hebrew
Bible: A Critical Edition” argue that tex-
tual scholars now have enough evidence
at their disposal to make reasonable judg-
ments about where the text has been cor-
rupted, why and how to fix it thanks in
large part to the discovery and publica-
tion of the Dead Sea Scrolls. Though
largely fragmentary, these ancient manu-
scripts are by far the oldest Hebrew copies
of the Bible, and they gave scholars a key
by which to judge the accuracy of the sub-
sequent texts.

Hendel’s team uses a two-fold
approach: In the case of the more limited
variations, they make the correction in
the text according to their best judgment
while noting the variants and the reason-
ing in the accompanying notes. Where
entirely separate versions seem to exist, as
in Jeremiah, HBCE will reproduce both
side by side, indicating multiple editions.

The effort is now bearing fruit as the
Society of Biblical Literature is preparing
this fall to publish the first HBCE volume,
Proverbs, edited by Michael Fox, an
emeritus professor at the University of
Wisconsin-Madison. Hendel hopes the
project will continue to print a new vol-
ume every year or two. 

Criticisms of the HCBE effort fall
into two very broad categories.

The first critique is practical: Is it in
fact possible to accurately reconstruct the
biblical text after so many centuries,
through so many linguistic layers and
with so much uncertainty? To this, the
editors of HBCE respond that errors and
uncertainty are inherent in any of the bib-
lical texts one could print.

The second critique is more funda-
mental: Was there ever a moment when
the biblical text can be said to have crys-
tallized into a single version, or have
there always been multiple, evolving ver-
sions.? In other words, by chasing what
the field of textual study calls an ur-text,
the scholars of HBCE may, in fact, be
chasing a ghost. Critics of HBCE argue
that in creating a single text, the series
will create the fiction of unity where there
has always been multiplicity.

Hendel argues that what he and his
team are presenting is not meant to be a
definitive text but simply the most defin-
itive that one can achieve. c
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OPINION

The Rabbis’ Corner

By RABBI SHLOMO 
ROTHSTEIN

I
hope by the time you read this
that the war has finished and ter-
rorism against Israel is over. I hope
this article will be only theoreti-
cal, but I imagine that the ques-
tion of whether Israel has the right

to defend itself will still be a hot topic.
The truth is that the question needs to

be asked differently because one person’s
“rights” are never a good excuse for

another person’s loss. The real question
is: Does Israel have an obligation to
defend itself?

We know that no country should
betray their citizens and allow them to
be harmed. But what does the Torah say?
Should Jews fight for their safety?

Maimonides, the famous 12th cen-
tury Jewish scholar and philosopher, cod-
ified Jewish law and brought together all
the teachings of the Torah, Talmud and
sages before him in his Mishnah Torah. 

In the Mishneh Torah (Laws of
Shabbat, 2:23) he says, “. . . when ene-
mies lay siege to Jewish cities  … if a city
is located near the border, however, we
should march against them with
weapons and wage war against them

even when they are
demanding hay or straw.

In any location, if
the enemies' intent was
Jewish lives, or if they
engaged in battle with a
city or laid siege to it
without stating a spe-
cific intention, we must
wage war against

them…”
It’s not a question of rights.

According to Maimonides we have a
moral and ethical obligation to pro-
tect ourselves.

Some may ask: What about the con-
cept of the gentle sage who dies “al
Kiddush Hashem” – to sanctify God’s
name – with Shema Yisroel on his lips
when killed for being Jewish?

First and foremost this was never
the preference. When it happened, we
found merit in it. As a rule though,
Judaism values life not death. R
Ziembah was a deeply spiritual scholar
and leader in the Warsaw Ghetto dur-
ing World War II. He looked at the
fight to live as a deeper interpretation
of Kiddush Hashem. Here are his words
translated into English Moshe Aren’s
Flags over the Warsaw Ghetto.

“Thus, by the authority of the
Torah of Israel, I insist that there is
absolutely no purpose nor any value of
Kiddush Hashem inherent in the death
of a Jew. Kiddush Hashem in our present
situation is embodied in the will of a
Jew to live. This struggle for aspiration
and longing for life is a mitzvah to be
realized …”

We embrace life, the lives of our
families, our children and our communi-
ties. Unfortunately sometimes this
means fighting for those lives. When it
takes more effort to live and it becomes
easier to give up and die, the fight to live
is a Kiddush Hashem.

The question persists: But Jews are a
people of peace. We love peace and pur-
sue it. Does fighting bring peace?

No. It brings relative safety. It’s an
obligation, but it doesn’t bring peace. In
true peace, hate is replaced with love,
enemies become friends and swords
become plows. This doesn’t happen
through war, and while we must use all
of our human resources to accomplish
true peace there is a clear need for
divine assistance.

In truth our survival throughout his-
tory and the existence of Israel through-
out all attempts to destroy it is miracu-

lous. Even Mark Twain observed “All
things are mortal but the Jew; all other
forces pass, but he remains. What is the
secret of his immortality?” We answer
Mr. Twain every Passover Seder when we
say “in ever y generation they arise to
destroy us and the Holy One Blessed be
He saves us from their hands.”

In other words we can’t leave heav-
en out of our pursuits on earth. The
Jewish story never has, and at this criti-
cal time it only makes sense to strength-
en our connection to heaven and to
each other.

To bring true peace we need to plant
seeds of peace and create energy of
peace. Our sages teach us that G-d gave
us the Torah and mitzvot to create peace
and that our good deeds and charity
reveal all the goodness and G-dliness
hidden in this world.

May G-d protect all those fighting
for our safety and bless our efforts to turn
hate to love. c

Shlomo Rothstein is the rabbi and exec-
utive director of Chabad at Vanderbilt,
which he and his wife, Nechama, founded in
2007. The Rabbis’ Corner is a monthly col-
umn that rotates among Nashville’s congre-
gational rabbis. 

Rabbi Shlomo
Rothstein

Self Defense: A Jewish obligation, not just a right

By SCOTT ROSENBERG

“Give me your tired, your poor, your
huddled masses yearning to breathe free, the
wretched refuse of your teeming shore. Send
these, the homeless, tempest-tost to me, I lift
my lamp beside the golden door!”  

T
hese words, inscribed on
the Statute of Liberty,
once defined an attitude
of Americans toward our
immigrants that made us a
great country.

Eric Cantor, the House majority
leader, was recently defeated in the
Republican primary by underfunded
political novice Dave Brat, a vocal pro-
ponent of extreme anti-immigration pol-
icy.  He built much of his race around
that issue, painting Cantor as weak on
immigration.  This race may push the
issue of immigration to the forefront of
the 2016 presidential race.

A short review of American immi-
gration policy shows a system fraught
with contradictions.  On the one hand,
this country has embraced immigrants,
and on the other it strongly pushes them
away. So what policy makes sense?

The leading argument for restricting
immigration is that illegal immigrants
take jobs from Americans. This is not
true. Immigrants often fill jobs that oth-
ers would not want.  Even setting that
aside, immigrants require housing, trans-
portation, food, utilities, clothing, etc.,
everything that the rest of us require.
Most earn money and sew it back into
our economy every day, thus growing our
economy and helping to create jobs.

Another argument is that illegal
immigrants who came to this country

should not be rewarded for their illegal
acts by giving them easier paths to legal
status and citizenship.  

A quick review of immigration poli-
cy between the mid-1800s and mid-
1900s gives a good perspective.  Between
1855 and 1890 approximately eight mil-
lion immigrants came to this country
through Castle Garden, the country’s
first official immigration center.  From
1892 through 1954, more than 12 mil-
lion immigrants came through Ellis
Island. During those periods the immi-
gration policy was simple: As long as you
were not a criminal or prostitute, were
not carrying diseases or “likely to become
a public charge,” you were welcomed.  

The process was simple. The steam
liners pulled up, the passengers got off
the boat, went through a three- to five-
hour process of inspection and were then
free to enter the country.  Over the years
access to this country has been limited
by a succession of laws putting quotas on
the number of immigrants allowed each
year.  The barriers to access to America
for immigrants became increasingly
higher.  

A simple analogy illustrates the
impact of these restrictions. If the gov-
ernment passed laws restricting the speed
limit on the interstate to 15 mph, do any
of us believe that traffic would slow to
that rate?  Rather, we would find our-
selves with more and more law breakers.
Not criminals, just speeders trying to get
to their destination in a reasonable time.
Most of the immigrants who enter our
country illegally are not criminals but
rather good people trying to provide
more for their family by tapping into the
American dream.  

What real harm would come to this

country by granting legal status to the
more than 10 million illegal immigrants
in this country, true criminals and
threats to our country aside?  Besides let-
ting them “get away with coming here
illegally,” nothing.  Rather there would
be more tax revenue, more drivers
licenses issued, more reported income –
in short, a boost to our economy and to
free enterprise.  

A concrete example of this was the
influx of Cuban immigrants to Miami
when Castro took power.  Growing up
there, I saw first-hand the tremendous
contribution of the Cuban immigrants to

the economy and social structure.  
As a descendent of immigrants who

came through Castle Garden, I am
thankful for the immigration policies of
that generation.  Dave Brat and the cho-
rus of anti-immigrant voices should also
be thankful that their parents, grandpar-
ents or great grandparents were not sub-
ject to the harsh and limiting immigra-
tion policies they propose. c

Scott Rosenberg is a magistrate with the
Davidson County Juvenile Court and a
member of the editorial board of The Jewish
Observer of Nashville.

Relaxing immigration policy makes economic and moral sense

The Observer is online!
www.jewishobservernashville.org
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“If you have a leaning tree,  you need to call me!”

For volunteers, film festival combines a love 
of arts and service to the Jewish community

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

L
aurie Eskind has been a vol-
unteer for the Nashville
Jewish Film Festival since
before Jewish film festivals
were cool. 

“I love movies,” said
Eskind, explaining why she agreed to co-
chair the inaugural festival in 2001 with
the late Kathy Gutow. “But we had no
idea what we were doing. We didn’t even
know how to get movies.” 

Sponsored by The Temple to cele-
brate its 150th anniversary, that first festi-
val showed seven films over three days
and was supposed to be a one-time event.   

Flash forward 14 years, and the
Nashville Jewish Film Festival is now an
annual event operated by an independent
organization with a half-time director,
Fran Brumlik. Over the course of its 10-
day run from Nov. 5-15 (with a day off for
Shabbat), it will screen 15 films and draw
upwards of 1,500 people, more than any
other single Jewish event in Nashville. 

“It’s very rewarding,” said Eskind,
“The community seems to respond.”  

Although Brumlik has been its
director for three years, the festival still
relies heavily on a corps of volunteers –
primarily Eskind and her fellow board
members, Jackie Roth Karr, Cindy
Moskovitz and Loretta Saff. The festival

also gets technical, logistical and artistic
help from Kurt Meyer, graphic designer
and events coordinator for the Gordon
Jewish Community Center. 

And this year it has enlisted six vol-
unteer screeners to help winnow down
about 150 films under consideration to
the final 15. 

“There are so many good films being
made by and about Jews now – especial-
ly in Europe and Israel – there’s no way
any of us could screen them all,” said
Brumlik, who watched 82 movies herself
last year. 

One of the volunteer screeners is
Jackie Harrison, who met Brumlik at a
B’nai B’rith Social Unit lunch and asked
if she needed any volunteers during the
festival – perhaps to usher or take tickets.
Instead Brumlik asked her if she’d like to
help in the selection process by review-
ing films.

“I enjoy movies, so I told her I'd love
to,” Harrison said. 

So far she’s screened a half dozen or
so films – comedies, dramas, documen-
taries – sending reviews and recommen-
dations to Brumlik after each. 

“I loved watching the films and
hope that the ones I felt moved by get
chosen for the festival so others can be
touched by them too,” she said. “If not, I
am still glad that I got to see them and
look forward to seeing other films at the
film festival.”  

For the record, Brumlik and the
board aren’t ready to reveal the 2014
lineup. While the ultimate objective is

to select the best films available, there
are a number of other factors that have
to be considered. Chief among them is
making sure the lineup is what Saff
described as “a fruit basket – something
for everyone.” 

Not only does it need to be a mix of
comedies and dramas, documentaries
and fiction, shorts and feature-length
films, but it also must include films
appropriate for screenings aimed at spe-
cific demographic groups – the Sunday
morning screening for religious school
students, the Thursday midday screening
for seniors and the late “date night”
screening on Saturday that’s aimed pri-
marily at young adults. 

The board pays particular attention
to the film for the opening night bash,
which includes a catered dinner before
the screening. To add a touch of glamor,
this year’s opening night dinner and
screening will be held at the Noah Liff
Opera Center. 

Another important factor in the
selection of films is how each might be
enhanced through the appearance of a
guest speaker, a discussion or related
event. Last year’s screening of the PBS
documentary “Broadway Musicals – A
Jewish Legacy,” for example, was fol-
lowed by a musical presentation by Sarah
Martin McConnell, who heads an organ-
ization called of Music for Seniors. 

“We’re always thinking of how we
can turn a screening into an event,
whether it’s with someone who can speak
on the subject or who was connected
with the making of the film” said Karr.
“The idea is to give people an enriching
experience beyond what’s on the screen.” 

Jewish film festivals like the one in
Nashville have proliferated in the past
decade, with an estimated 120 world-
wide, including 80 in the United States,
according to the Jewish Daily Forward.
Brumlik, a former president of the
Council of Jewish Theaters, said film fes-
tivals not only provide an opportunity
for outreach to “occasional Jews” but also
attract non-Jewish movie buffs, thereby
building understanding of Jewish culture
in the larger community.

Asked to name the most difficult
aspect of staging the festival, Brumlik and
the board are unanimous: raising money.
This year’s budget is about $70,000, far
more than the $8,000 expected in indi-
vidual ticket sales. Although the Jewish
Federation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee provides a generous subsidy,
the Brumlik and the board are always
looking for sponsors, who accounted for
$49,000 in revenue last year. 

Still, the festival has managed to
achieve its goal of growing each year,
both in term of attendance and the num-
ber of films screened. This year’s even is
two days longer than in 2013 and
includes two more films. With the open-
ing night at the Liff Center, the festival
now includes four venues. Most screen-
ings still take place at at The Belcourt
Theatre, but there will again be two at
the Franklin Theatre and two at the
GJCC, including the catered closing
night screening. 

Asked why she spends so much time
each year viewing films, raising money
and attending to all the other details
involved in staging the film festival, Karr
said, “It’s a way of incorporating my love
of the arts into something Jewish.” c

Board members Loretta Saff (from left), Laurie Eskind, Jackie Roth Karr and Executive
Director Fran Brumlik meet numerous times throughout the year to discuss films and decide
on other details involving the Nashville Jewish Film Festival. (Board member Cindy Moskovitz
was out of town for this meeting.) 
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Classified AdsClassified Ads

ADVERTISE TODAY
e-mail Carrie Mills 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org

TUTOR
Metro School teacher. Subjects
include, English, History, Science,
etc.Test taking and homework
help. Will come to home.
References available. Call 
Cynthia 646-3242.

CHILDCARE /
HEBREW TEACHER

New to Nashville from Israel.
Experienced child care/baby sitter
available. Can also teach Hebrew
and Russian. Call Anna 
615-969-8117

B’nai Mitzvah
Jacob Lawrence Green will be

called to the Torah as a
bar mitzvah on Aug. 2 at
The Temple. Jacob was
born on April 28, 2001.
His parents are Eric and
Shari Green. His grand-
parents are Wayne and
Darlene Green of
Birmingham, AL, Albert
and Iris Klein of Mobile,
AL and the late Mary Rae Green and
Lawrence Fetterman. 

Jacob is in the 7th grade at the
University School of Nashville. His
interests include basketball, baseball,
skating and playing with dogs. For his
mitzvah project, Jacob helped build fences
for Music City Hounds Unbound, a pro-
gram that provides free fences for needy
families who would otherwise have keep
their dogs chained 24 hours a day.    

Simon Anthony Harshman-Earley
will be called to the
Torah as a bar mitzvah
on Aug. 16 at
Congreation Micah. He
is the son of Rachel
Harshman and Michael
Earley of Glasnevin,
Dublin, Ireland. He is
the youngest sibling to
Sidney and Shalva
Harshman-Earley.

Simon is the grandchild of Joan
Harshman of Nashville and the late Dr.
Sidney Harshman and May and Patrick
Earley of Rathduff, County Mayo.

Simon is entering the Sixth Class
in the Glasnevin National School,
where he has excelled in becoming the
youngest person to win the intra school
chess tournament. He is looking for-
ward to creating another record by
being the only person to win the tour-
nament twice. Simon is an avid com-
puter programmer spending his
Saturdays in Coder Dojo expanding his
skills. He is also an enthusiastic swim-
mer, currently working his way through
a lifesaving course.

Simon has grown up running for two
charities. One is for the homeless in his
native city Dublin, aptly called “The
Simon Run,” while the other is GOAL –
an international aid program. In the past
two years he has extended his fundrais-
ing to include the Royal National
Lifeboat Institute and the Irish Guide
Dogs for the Blind. Simon plans to con-
tinue his charity work by raising funds
for the World Wildlife Fund.

Zoe Light will be called to the Torah
as a bat mitzvah on Aug.
23 at Congregation
Micah. She is the
daughter of Heather and
Mitchell Light, the sis-
ter of Gabe, and the
granddaughter of Ann
and Martin Light of
Franklin and Don and
the late Donna Cinzori of Cersco,
Michigan.

Zoe is an eighth grader at West End
Middle School, where she runs track and
plays soccer and is the editor of the
school paper. She is also runs cross coun-
try for Nashville Youth Athletic club.
Zoe plays the flute and piano. She loves

to read and swim and is a huge fan of the
TV shows Lost and Dr. Who.

For her mitzvah project, Zoe is
collecting and donating books for
those in need. 

Bella Robinson will be called to the
Torah as a bat mitzvah
on Aug. 30 at
Congregation Micah.
She is the daughter of
Carolyn Robinson and
Jay Robinson, and the
older sister of Seth and
Eli . She is the grand-
daughter of Pam and
Charles Hausman and Nancy Robinson,
and the great granddaughter of Stephanie
Freudenthal and the late Ernest
Freudenthal of blessed memory. 

Bella is an eighth grader at John
Trottwood Moore Middle School, where
she plays soccer. She is a natural and gift-
ed athlete who is passionate about soccer
and has been playing since she was 3. In
addition, Bella has swum for for the
GJCC Tiger Sharks since 2008. Bella
loves reading and caring for animals.  

Julian Rubin Goldner was called to
the Torah as a bar mitzvah
on July 26 at
Congregation B’nei
Israel in San Jose, Costa
Rica. He is the son of
Fredjoseph and Carmen
Goldner and the grand-
son of Dr. Fred and
Martha Goldner of
Nashville. 

Julian’s interests are computer sci-
ence, reading, music, bike riding, boxing,
and sailing. As did his older brother
Dorian, Julian will spend the upcoming
school year with his grandparents while
attending Montgomery Bell Academy.

The Temple has a deep connection
to Congregation B’nei Israel as the late
Rabbi Randall Falk established a rela-
tionship with Union of American
Hebrew Congregations. A renewed and
kashered Holocaust Torah was gifted to
B’nei Israel from The Temple along with
appropriate Torah covers designed by
RoseMary May.

Mazel Tov
University School of Nashville grad-

uate Garrett Mills will be attending
George Washington University in the
nations’ capital this fall on a full merit
scholarship. Garrett, the son of Carrie
Mills, has won numerous awards for his
photography this past year and now has a
website www.garrettmills.com. 

Births
Temima Raizel Gryll was born on

June 21 to Shira and Andy Gryll of
Baltimore. She is the granddaughter of
Mike and Lee Gryll of Nashville and
Philip and Cheryl Rosenfeld of
Baltimore.  

Hudson Gordon Unger was born on
May 20 to Kelly and Jacob Unger of
Dallas,TX. He is the grandson of Sherrie
and Alan Eisenman of Houston, TX and
great-grandson of Bernice and Joel
Gordon of Nashville.

Ayla Micah Lubetkin was born on
July 2 to Lori and Dan Lubetkin of
Woodland Hills, CA. She is the grand-
daughter of Shirley and Phil Lubetkin of
Nashville and Lila and Larry Oberman of
Agoura Hills, CA, and the sister of Elijah
Samuel and Tova Faith Lubetkin. 

Sympathy 
. . . to the family of Beatrice Ruth

King, 89, who died on June 20 after a
long battle with Alzheimer's disease. She
was born in Winthrop, MA but spent
most of her life in New York and Florida.
She was preceded in death by her son,
Harvey. She is survived by her husband,
Bertram; son and daughter-in-law, Lloyd
and Laura; her daughter-in-law, Andrea;
and her four grandchildren, Michael,
Stephanie, Ian and Philip. A graveside
service was held on June 22 at K.K.S.I.
Cemeterywith Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel
officiating. In lieu of flowers, donations
can be made to The Chabad Center of
Jewish Awareness, 95 Bellevue Rd.,
Nashville, TN 37221. 

. . . the family of Mimsye Seiden
May, 84 who died on June 25. Born on
January 12, 1930 in Miami to the late
Albert and Grace Greenfield Seiden,
Mrs. May moved to Nashville when she
married Leon May in 1949. A devoted
wife of 64 years, loving mother, grand-
mother and great-grandmother, Mrs. May
was very active in the community. She
was a member of the Magazine Circle,
Hadassah National Council of Jewish
Women and The Temple Sisterhood. She
twice headed the Women's Division of
Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennesse. She and her husband
traveled extensively and were fortunate
to have seen much of the world. She
loved to garden and was an accomplished
watercolorist. 

In addition to her husband, Leon,
she is survived by her children, Melanie
May Hirt (Doug), Jack May, Frank May
(Diane) and Deborah May Wolfman
(Neil); her grandchildren, Andy Hirt
(Laura), Kenny Hirt (Mindy), David
May, Rachel May, Avi May, Jonathan
May, Celia Wolfman, Hannah Wolfman
Jones (James) and Willie Wolfman.

Funeral service were on June 27 at
The Temple with burial at Temple
Cemetery. Mrs. May's grandsons and

James Jones were pallbearers. Honorary
Pallbearers were Dr. Jeffrey Eskind, Harris
Gilbert, Paul Cohn, Dr. Fred Goldner,
James Brown, Gus Kuhn III, Irwin Kuhn
and Bob Eisenstein.

In lieu of flowers, memorials may be
made to The Temple, 5015 Harding Pike,
Nashville, TN 37205; or Akiva School,
809 Percy Warner Blvd., Nashville, TN
37205.

. . . to the family of Marie (Medica)
Shea Stone, 73, of Nashville, who died
June 23 after a brief illness. She was pre-
ceded in death by her parents, John
Aldo and Mary Medica, and husbands,
Thomas Shea and Joseph Stone. She is
survived by her children, Donna
(Sophie) Shea, Kelly Mckeever, Susan
(Eugene) Kessler and Dani (Bennett)
Lieberman; sisters Vickie (Eric)
Hansen, Pat McCoy and John (Donna)
Medica, and four  grandchildren,and
many nieces and nephews. Servoces
were on June 25 at at Marshall-
Donnelly-Combs Funeral Home. In lieu
of flowers, contributions can be sent to
the Packed with Love weekend food
program for needy teens at Hunters
Lane High School, 1150 Hunters Ln.,
Nashville, TN 37207.

. . . the family of Howard Gold, 96,
who passed away peacefully on  June 28
at his home in Greenfield, SC. He is sur-
vived by his beloved wife of 71 years,
Dorothy P. Gold, and his devoted chil-
dren, Avram Gold (Christina) of
Pasadena, CA and Robin Mitchell Joyce
(Michael) of Nashville, TN, and his
grandchildren, Haley Clare Joyce and
James Gold Joyce. A memorial service
was held on June 30 in Greenville.

. . . to the family of Brenda
McKeehan, who died on June 28. In
addition to her husband, James Mitchell
McKeehan, she is survived by son, Jason
McDonald and and Ken (Barbie)
McDonald, and grandchildren, Liam,
Ascher, Nafeeza, Gideon and Ilan
McDonald. Services were July 3 in
Maryville, TN. 

. . . to the friends of Ira Korman,
who died on July 2.  Ira was preceded in
death by his parents, Kay and Samuel
Korman ,and his cousins, Susan and
Aron Lucas. Though he had no surviving
family, Ira was survived by several close
friends, including Ted and Andrea
Thaler, Marsha Jaffa, Naomi Pritikin,
Judy and Stu Ginsberg and Sandy and
Rhonda Klein. The graveside service was
on July 4 at West End Synagogue
Cemetery. 

Jacob Lawrence
Green 
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Bella Robinson 

Julian Rubin
Goldner 
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I like to come here, Franz.  As I have for nearly twenty years now.

And the rose bush has turned into a lovely little tree.

I never had such a green thumb as you did, Franz. Probably you helped me there a

little bit, don’t you think?  And if one of the roots reaches down to you,

then that means a little bit of you is in the blossoms and you can

see the summer every year.

The people who run the cemetery said that the rose bush can

stay when the lease on the plot runs out.

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

around the town
Reception set at
GJCC for CSI’s 
new assistant rabbi
and wife

The community is invited to meet
Rabbi Aaron Finkelstein and his wife,
Julie Sugar, at a dessert reception at the
Gordon Jewish Community center from
3-5 p.m. on Aug. 17.  

Rabbi Finkelstein, the new assistant
rabbi at Congregation Sherith Israel, joins
Rabbi Saul Strosberg and Cantor George
Lieberman to officiate at life cycle events,
deliver sermons and re-envision the CSI
religious school and Shabbat program-
ming for families and young professionals
at Sherith Israel and through the commu-
nity. He will also teach Judaic studies
part-time at Akiva School.

Originally from California, where he
and Julie were recently married, Rabbi
Finkelstein comes to Nashville from New
York City. His early rabbinic experiences
include internships in synagogues in NY
and MD, and a 400 hour rotation in pas-
toral counselling at Roosevelt Hospital in
New York.

Rabbi Finkelstein is a graduate of
Washington University in St. Louis and
Yeshivat Chovevei Torah Rabbinical
School in Riverdale, NY. He has served
as director of community programming at
Hannah Senesh Community Day School
in Brooklyn and as rabbinic intern and
educator at Hunter Hillel in New York.
He also worked as Judaic
coordinator/rabbinic fellow for March of
the Living in Poland and Israel, taught at
a camp in Szarvas, Hungary and served as
family and adult educator at
Congregation Shearith Israel in New
York City and senior division head at
Camp Ramah in Ojai, CA.

Chabad announces
lineup of free Torah
study class 

Chabad of Nashville has announced
its late summer-fall catalog of Torah
Studies classes. The free classes will be
7:30-8:30 p.m. each Monday at the
Chabad Center for Jewish Awareness, 95
Bellevue Rd. 
• Aug. 2: No Pain, No Gain: Making

sense of suffering.
• Aug. 11: The Twilight Zone: How to

jump start the afternoons of life. 
• Aug. 18: Something's Fishy: The ani-

mal kingdom’s lessons in character
development. 

• Aug. 25: Dancing with the Stars: The
Jewish view of astrology, soothsaying
and omens. 

• Sept. 1: Rain, Rain, Don't Go Away:
The perfect paradigm of heavenly
blessing. 

• Sept. 8: Judaism's Payment Plan: In
search of promised rewards.  

• Sept. 15: How to Write Your Own
Torah Scroll: The fascinating revival
of Judaism’s forgotten commandment. 

• Sept. 22: Sins Are Good: How to
make the most of our mistakes.

• Sept. 29: Broken Promises: Kol
Nedrei’s message of hope. 

• Oct. 6: Conquering Everest: The three
states of spiritual mountain climbing. 

For more information, call (615)
646-5750 or email rabbi@chabad
nashville.com.

Micah hires Ali
Friedman Zola as
membership director

Congregation Micah is pleased to
announce its new mem-
bership director, Ali
Friedman Zola. 

Micah is excited
about the new dimension
that Zola will add to the
staff and to its efforts in
reaching all its  members.
“The rabbis and I see Ali’s
role as vital to the poten-
tial growth of membership; she will also

Ali Friedman
Zola

JOB OPPORTUNITY

NCJW Nashville Section, Executive Director (Part-Time)
POSITION TITLE:  Executive Director
PRIMARY FUNCTION:  The newly created Executive Director position is responsible 
for the management and operation of the National Council of Jewish Women, Nashville 
Section, in accordance with Board policy. The Executive Director reports to the President 
and works in a creative partnership with the President and Board of Directors to provide 
resources, support, coordination and overall direction for Section operations.  This job is an 
average 20 hr/week position.
DUTIES AND RESPONSIBILITIES:
· Supervise volunteer recruitment, orientation, training, support and recognition to ensure 

organizational growth; maintain current data on members’ interests and skills; oversee 
with volunteer leadership/chairs/committees and staff to ensure overall effectiveness of 
volunteer participation and support

· Inspire and engage our volunteers and leadership helping to make their experience with 
NCJW meaningful

· Educate and reeducate new and long standing members about the impact of NJCW on the 
local and national level

· Manage all staff; with direction from the Executive Committee, hire, train, supervise and 
evaluate staff

· Maintain records and data base; implement management systems that ensure oversight of 
Section activities

· Assist in budget development, implementation and reporting and also expenditure approval 
in cooperation with the appropriate volunteer leadership

· Coordinate and oversee implementation of the organization’s fundraising plan s including 
retail sales, grant-writing, annual program support and special projects

· Assist in program planning, implementation, and evaluation; support volunteer advocacy 
efforts

· Coordinate and oversee internal and external communications, public relations, marketing 
and social media.

· Implement and evaluate ongoing strategic plan on an annual basis in coordination with the 
strategic planning committee.

POSITION REQUIREMENTS:
Bachelor’s degree required; Master’s degree preferred; 5 to 10 years strong management 
and administrative experience; knowledge of volunteer and non-profi t community; excellent 
written, verbal and interpersonal skills; computer literacy; ability to work with and motivate 
staff and volunteers of all ages and varying interests and professions; public relations and 
fundraising experience needed; sense of humor essential.

Please send all resumes to 
harriet@jewishnashville.org or ellenwjacobs@gmail.com

focus in on member engagement. These
two areas are part of our long range plan,
and we are excited for what’s to come,” said
Executive Director Todd Evans.

Zola moved to Nashville in 2010 with
her family and joined Congregation
Micah in 2011. She is originally from
Simsbury, CT near Hartford, Zola received
her BA from the University of Arizona
and her masters from Central Connecticut
State University, both in English
Literature. She lived and worked in Chile
before returning to the United States to
work as an adjunct lecturer. Zola went on
to attain her teaching certification and
worked as a high school English teacher.
She worked recently as a substitute
teacher at Micah Children's Academy.

Zola has  three boys – Matthew,
Joshua, and Zackary (aka Hooty), who is
at the Micah Children's Academy.

To contact Zola, call the Micah
office at 615-927-2394 or email her at
membership@congregationmicah.org.

GJCC sponsoring
Harpeth River 
paddle on Aug. 3

The Gordon Jewish Community
Center is planning a canoe and kayak
outing for Sunday, Aug. 3.

Participants are invited to pack a
lunch and bring family and friends for a
four-hour paddle on the Harpeth River
from 11 a.m. to 3 p.m. The group will
meet at Tip-a-Canoe Store at 1279 U.S.
Highway 70 in Kingston Springs. 

Canoe rentals are $45 and kayaks are
$30. The event is hosted by the GJCC
adult, aquatics and fitness programs and
is limited to 40 people. For more infor-
mation email Meryl@nashvillejcc.org 
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Advertise in our
Professional Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the Nashville and Middle
Tennessee area by taking advantage of this cost-effective way

to reach a loyal repeat audience!

Call Carrie Mills,  Advertising Manager 
to Place YourProfessional Listing.  

Phone 615-354-1699 
or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

TUTORING
OMEGA LEARNING BELLE MEADE

K – 12 Tutoring and Test prep
Email: bellemeade@omegalearning.com 

Phone: 615-678-1927

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS

Specialist in Orthodontics 
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics

Green Hills  269-5903
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200

www.drgluck.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

REAL ESTATE

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779
Office:  615.463.3333

Patricia Straus, Broker,
MBA, CRS, CRS-Divorce, ABR

Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele
RE/MAX Elite

www.PatriciaStraus.com
pstraus@realtracs.com

615.661.4400 (o)
615.305.8465 (m)

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nanspeller2014@gmail.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Lighting • Appliances • Hardware

Custom Cabinetry and Baths
We Light Up Your Life!

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS

Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177

www.PartyAnimalsTN.com

Franklin Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

FranklinPargh.com
C. 615-351-7333

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

HOME COMPUTER
REPAIR

YOUR PERSONAL COMPUTER
TECHNICIAN

Brian Coulam 615-266-4155
References Available

brian.coulam@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE
FRIDRICH, PINSON & ROTHBERG

Jamie Rothberg
3825 Bedford Ave. Suite 203
Ph 327-9105  Dir 277-1483

jrothberg@FPRinsurance.com 

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,
Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection

212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

www.Zeitlin.com
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has been 
bringing our
community 
the latest 
Jewish news 
and features 
from Nashville
and beyond 
for more than
70 years. 

With all the talk about failing newspapers, we want
to assure you, once again, that we plan to be

appearing in your mailboxes on a regular basis. In addi-
tion, we now are online at www.nashvillejewishobserver.org,
in an easy-to-read format. But, as with most things, our
costs are rising, especially for printing and mailing. We
continue to look for ways to reduce our expenditures in
whatever way we can.

BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Now, more than ever, our annual OBSERVER PATRON
CAMPAIGN could spell the difference between an
8-page paper or a 12-16-page paper; between only black
and white photos or color photos; between no national
or international/Israel features or ample coverage of the
issues that affect our Jewish community, here and abroad.

The Observer brings you Lifecycles, information
about all of our congregations and organizations, about
community programs, interesting people and events.
This is not available anywhere else in Middle Tennessee,
because it is OUR community newspaper.

PLEASE HELP US KEEP ALL 
THE NEWS FLOWING TO YOU.

In this issue, you will find an envelope with
which you can make a tax deductible donation 

to the Observer Patron Campaign. 

There are several categories:

Publisher for $150

Editor for $100

Reporter for $50

Actual cost for $25

THANK YOU!
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR MANY MORE YEARS


