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Lisa Perlen elected Federation president at annual meeting
Announces reassessment of community priorities and funding needs

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

U
sing data from its recent-
ly completed demo-
graphic survey, the 
Jewish Federation of 
Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee is launching a 

reassessment of community priorities and 
funding needs, new Federation President 
Lisa Perlen announced. 

Dubbed Best Jewish Nashville 2.0, 
the assessment will be conducted by a 
committee co-chaired by Carolyn Hyatt, 
the Federation’s immediate past pres-
ident, and Steve Hirsch, its new vice 
president. Perlen said it should take six 
to eight months.

Perlen’s announcement came during 
remarks at the Federation’s 80th annual 
meeting on June 15 shortly after the elec-
tion of new board members and officers. 
In addition to Perlen’s election as the 
Federation’s 42nd president and Hirsch’s 

as vice president, Lori Fishel was elected 
secretary and Michael Doochin treasur-
er. New board members include Mark 
Cohen, Adam Dretler, Leslie Newman, 
Jeremy Werthan, Mindy Hirt and David 
Steine Jr. Rabbi Mark Schiftan of The 
Temple is the new representative of the 
board of rabbis.  

About 150 people attended the meet-
ing at the Gordon Jewish Community 
Center, which also included a special 
tribute to Hyatt and other outgoing board 
members and officers as well as to Batia 
and Aron Karabel, co-recipients of the 
Federation’s Young Leadership Award. 

Best Jewish Nashville is a plan-
ning and funding process instituted by 
the Federation in 2010 that relies on 
grass roots feedback to regularly reassess 
community priorities, programming and 
funding needs. In keeping with that prin-
ciple, Perlen said, the Federation com-
missioned the first scientific demographic 

Continued on pages 2

Lisa Perlen (center) was elected the 42nd president of the Jewish Federation and 
Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee. With her is outgoing President Carol 
Hyatt and Executive Director Mark Freedman. (Photos by Rick Malkin)

House of Shammai will create “third place” 
for young East Nashville Jews 

It’s one of 6 new initiatives in Federation’s $2.1 million funding plan for 2016-2017

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

C
ongregation Micah and 
Congregation Sherith 
Israel are teaming up to 
establish a so-called “third 
place” to help young 
adults in East Nashville 

engage in Jewish activities and build 
Jewish community. 

The House of Shammai is one of 
six new communal initiatives receiv-
ing grants from the Jewish Federation 
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee as 
part of overall $2.1 million funding plan 
approved by the board for the fiscal year 
beginning July 1. 

The funding plan, an increase of 
almost $150,000 over the previous year, 
will support 78 local, national and inter-
national programs and institutions. It 
includes about 90 percent of the funds 
raised in the annual campaign, which 

this year is expected to bring in $2.27 
million.  

The Federation’s New Initiative 
Program was established seven years ago 
to provide seed money for new, grassroots 
programs addressing three priorities – 
next generation engagement and lead-
ership development, services for seniors 
and Israel advocacy and education. 
This year, in response to a Federation-
sponsored demographic survey of the 
Middle Tennessee Jewish population, two 
new priority areas were added: providing 
programming for those who live beyond 
Jewish Nashville’s geographic core and 
reaching out to Jewish newcomers to 
Nashville and those who are unengaged 
or marginally engaged in Jewish life here.

 Micah Rabbi Flip Rice said he 
got the idea for The House of Shammai 
while visiting the Well, a non-profit cof-
feehouse on Granny White Boulevard in 
Green Hills that has become a popular 

gathering spot for students and faculty 
from nearby David Lipscomb University. 

He approached Sherith Israel Rabbi 
Saul Strosberg about establishing a simi-
lar kind gathering place for Jews interest-
ed in creating an informal, non-denomi-
national Jewish community. The name, 

The House of Shammai, comes from the 
ancient Jewish scholar and his followers 
who were rivals of the House of Hillel 
and whose school of thought is consid-
ered unconventional.  

In that sense, Rabbi Strosberg said,
Continued on pages 3

2016-2017 Federation Allocations 
Area Amount  % of annual 
  campaign 
  funds
Local Services/programming/
institutions $985,180 43
Israel/Overseas $783,382 35
GJCC Campus $227,000  10
Regional/National/
International Organizations $36,000 2
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survey of the local Jewish community 
in more than a decade. Conducted last 
summer and released earlier this year, the 
survey is “dense with data, findings and 
recommendations,” she said. 

“The goal of BJN 2.0 is to review 
the data in the study … and highlight 
our strengths and identify emerging 
and unmet needs,” Perlen said. It will 
result in recommendations and action 
plans addressing all areas in which the 
Federation has an impact, creating what 
she described as “a blueprint under 
which we can operate for the next sev-
eral years.”  

Perlen said she expects services for 
seniors to remain a high priority along 
with efforts to reach out to millennials, 
noting that unlike their parents and 
grandparents, many young Jews no lon-
ger see coming together as a Jewish com-
munity as a matter of survival.

“The problem is more than finding 
this generation a community,” she said. 
“It is providing them a reason to remain 
a part of this community.” 

In addition to priorities and needs, 
Perlen said BJN 2.0 also will also come 
up with recommendations for improv-
ing the annual campaign that raises the 

funds for programming and services of 
the Federation and the agencies and 
organizations it supports.

Perlen also announced committee 
chairs and special appointments:  
• Former Federation President Andy 

May, chair of the Jewish Federation 
and Jewish Foundation Investment 
Committee

• Ron Galbraith, chair the Community 
Relations Committee

• Mindy Hirt, co-chair of the Grants 
Committee with Robin Cohen

• Arthur Perlen, special representa-
tive to the Akiva School Executive 
Committee and Board of Directors

• Sandy Averbuch, chair of the Jewish 
Foundation Development Committee

Meeting
Outgoing President Carol Hyatt presented the Federation’s Young Leadership Award 
to Batia and Aron Karabel. 

Among the officers and board members who were on hand to receive special recog-
nition for their service over the past two years were Carol Hyatt, Steve Hirsch, Lisa 
Perlen, Irwin Venick, Andy May, Arthur Perlen and David Steine Jr.

Before the annual meeting, members of the recent Federation’s CommUNITY trip to Israel had a reunion. 

• Fred Zimmerman and Steve Hecklin, 
presidential appointees to the 
Federation board

In one of her last acts as Federation 
president, Hyatt presented the Young 
Leadership Award to the Karabels, whom 
she said have had an “enormous impact 
on both the Jewish and greater Nashville 
community” since moving here several 
years ago. As a result of their volunteer 
work and leadership in a variety of roles 
with the Federation, West End Synagogue 
and the Anti-Defamation League, both 

became the first Nashvillians in more 
than two decades to be named to the 
prestigious National Young Leadership 
Cabinet of the Jewish Federations of 
North America.

Speaking for himself and his wife, 
Aron attributed their volunteer work to 
three things: “A commitment to Jews 
who are in need … our love of Eretz 
Yisrael .. and the fact that we were asked 
to volunteer.

“So if you know someone who hasn’t 
been asked to volunteer, ask them.”  •

Federation promotes Schiftan and Sedek, 
bring on Koch to supervise Get Connected

M
ark S. Freedman, 
executive director of 
the Jewish Federation 
of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee, 
announced two staff 

promotions and a new staff appointment 
during last month’s annual meeting. 

Effective July 1, Harriet Schiftan, 
the Federation’s planning and 
Partnership2Gether director, is promoted 
to associate executive director.  In addi-
tion to overseeing the planning efforts, 
the Federation’s grants distribution pro-
cess and the P2G program, Schiftan 
also will supervise the Community 
Relations Committee director, the Jewish 

Community archivist 
and the Federation’s 
event and outreach coor-
dinator. 

Naomi Limor 
Sedek, the Jewish 
Federation’s annual 
campaign and missions 
director, has been pro-

moted to assistant executive director. 
Sedek will oversee all of the Federation’s 
resource development efforts, including 
the annual campaign and its endow-
ment programs. Sedek will continue to 
supervise the Federation’s marketing and 
communications coordinator and the 
community engagement associate who 

is responsible for the 
activities of NowGen, 
the Federation’s young 
adult initiative. In con-
tinuing to grow endow-
ment assets, she will 
work in close partnership 
with Jewish Foundation 
Development Director 

Risa Klein Herzog.  
Joining the Federation staff will be 

Rachel Koch, who will coordinate the 
Get Connected program. The Jewish 
Federation assumed responsibility on July 
1 for the Get Connected program, which 
sponsors and organizes exchange trips 
each year for teenagers in Nashville and 

Israel. The program previously was under 
the direction of an independent non-prof-
it board. Koch will also report Schiftan.

Freedman said that Schiftan and 
Sedek “have proven time and again to be 
invaluable assets to the Jewish Federation. 
Their professionalism and capacity for 
leadership has led to me expand their 
supervisory roles within the Federation. 
The entire Federation staff continues to 
generate more activity with innovative 
and cutting-edge programming that has 
attracted a new and growing base of con-
stituents. I will be looking to Harriet and 
Naomi to partner with me in managing 
all of the growth that we have witnessed 
in recent years.” •

Naomi 
Limor Sedek

Harriet 
Schiftan
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the project hopes to connect with an 
“unconventional” population of young 
adult Jews in East Nashville who, 
although not affiliated with a synagogue 
or other traditional Jewish institution, 
are nevertheless interested in affirming 
their Jewish identities. 

“We know of one large group of Jews 
who meet regularly in East Nashville,” 
Rabbi Strosberg said. “Unaffiliated as they 
are, there’s a good feeling that comes with 
being together with other Jews.”

To help nurture that informal Jewish 
community, the aim of The House of 
Shammai project is to create a “third 
place,” a term popularized by the urban 
sociologist Ray Oldenberg who argued 
that beyond the home (the “first place”) 
and work (the “second place”), informal 
“third places” like parks and cafes are 
crucial in building a sense of community. 

Unlike the Well, however, The 
House of Shammai will not be an actual 
physical gathering spot – at least not at 
first – but rather programming that will 

take place in a variety of venues, whether 
a private home, a business or a restau-
rant, Rabbi Rice said. 

The programming could be related 
to Jewish holidays and learning, building 
relationships, and tikkun olam (repair of 
the world), though both rabbis said they 
didn’t want to pre-determine just how 
The House of Shammai will develop. 

“I think it’s important that we let 
the people were reaching out to decide 
themselves how they want to be Jewish,” 
said Rabbi Rice. 

The aim of The House of Shammai 
is not merely to organize but to inspire, 
Rabbis Rice and Strosberg said, which 
is one reason they have tapped Rabbi 
Aaron Finkelstein to play a key role 
in the initiative. He grew up in a 
small, collaborative Jewish community 
in Berkeley, CA and started a congre-
gation in Prospect Heights, Brooklyn 
before moving to Nashville in 2014 to 
become the assistant rabbi at Sherith 
Israel. 

“He’s particularly suited to this 
kind of community building,” Rabbi 
Strosberg said.. •

Initiatives
New Initiative Grants 

for 2016-2017

N
ew Initiative Program 
grants in the Jewish 
Federation of 
Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee’s new bud-
get total $50,000. 

They include:
• $21,877 to underwrite a trip to Israel 

next winter especially for 10-12 
interfaith couples led by Rabbis 
Laurie Rice of Congregation Micah 
and Mark Schiftan of The Temple. 
Noting that interfaith couples com-
prise about half the Nashville Jewish 
community, the application for the 
grant said the trip is aimed at deep-
ening both the connection of inter-
faith couples to Israel and their 
commitment to creating a Jewish 
home and family. The goal is for the 
couples to be “change agents and 
recruiters” among local interfaith 
couples. 

• $5,000 for The House of Shamai, 
programming aimed at reaching 
unaffiliated young adult Jews living 
East Nashville. 

• $7,163 for an initiative of Beit 
Miriam, the religious school at 
West End Synagogue, called 
“Sukkot – Build a Shelter of Peace.” 
The project will involve bringing 
families together on October 16 
to build sukkot, learn about the 

holiday and participate in special 
programming. The main event 
will take place at West End, but 
religious school students also will 
help five families in outlying areas 
like Hendersonville, Murfreesboro 
and Spring Hill build sukkot and 
offer a holiday meals and program 
to other Jews living in Jewishly 
isolated areas.  

• $7,650 for an initiative of the 
Federation’s Community Relations 
Committee aimed at developing a 
cadre of young adults to serve on 
the CRC. “Target 2020: Next Gen 
CRC Leadership” will recruit six 
young adults between the ages of 
25-40 to participate in a series of 
events, including a CRC mission 
to Washington next spring. The 
participants will agree to serve on 
the CRC for at least two years fol-
lowing their training. 

• $6,500 for Vanderbilt Hillel 
for a project called “Hillels of 
Tennessee,” which will explore the 
need and viability of expanding its 
operations to other nearby cam-
puses such as Belmont University, 
Middle Tennessee State University 
and Tennessee State University.  

• $1,800 for a senior Shabbaton of 
Yiddish culture and music spon-
sored by Chabad of Nashville.   •

Corrections Policy 
The Jewish Observer is committed to making corrections and clarifications promptly. To 
request a correction or clarification, call Editor Charles Bernsen at (615) 354-1653 or email 
him at charles@jewishnashville.org.    

Graduating this year from Beit Miriam, the religious school at West End 
Synagogue, were Joseph Alan Weil (left to right), Elliot Reuben Tishler, Talia 
Sydney Stein, Shayna Dori Rosenbloom, Raquel Aviva Pankowsky, Marin Aliya 
Kirshner, Boaz Isaac Kelner, Isaac Samuel Eskind, Rebekah Claire Doochin, 
Jordan Nicole Cohen, Talia Jessica Barton. With them is Sharon Paz, WES direc-
tor of lifelong learning. The name of a graduate was omitted in the caption of 
a photo accompanying a story last month about the Beit Miriam graduation 
ceremony.

Corrections and Clarifications

Newcomers invited to 
reception on July 31

T
he Jewish Federation of 
Nashville and Middle 
Tennessee will hold a 
reception for newcomers 
to the area from 3-5 p.m. 
on Sunday, July 31 at the 

home of Natalie Bockian in the Windsor 
Tower building at 4215 Harding Road.  

The meeting will allow those who are 

new to Nashville or have lived here for a 
few years but still feel new to meet other 
newcomers as well as the Federation’s 
Welcoming Ambassadors, who can answer 
questions about the community. 

For more information, contact 
Barbara Schwarcz, the Federation’s new-
comer liaison, at (615) 354-1630 or 
barbara@jewishnashville.org.  •

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee
at www.jewishnashville.org

The Observer is online at 
www.jewishobservernashville.org
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events 
relevant to the Jewish community of 
Greater Nashville. We prefer e-mailed 
submissions, which should be sent as 
Word documents to Editor Charles 
Bernsen at charles@jewishnashville.org. 
Photos must be high resolution (at least 
300 dpi) and should be attached as 
jpegs to the e-mail with the related 
news item or story. For material that 
cannot be e-mailed, submissions should 
be sent to Charles Bernsen, The Jewish 
Observer, 801 Percy Warner Blvd., Suite 
102, Nashville TN 37205. Photos and 
copy sent by regular mail will not be 
returned unless prior arrangement is 
made. Publication is at the discretion of 
The Observer, which reserves the right 
to edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must 
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to 
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact 
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, 
at 615-354-1699, or by email at 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.

The Jewish Observer
Founded in 1934 by 

J A C Q U E S  B A C K
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August golf tournament at 
Temple Hills will help fund 
GJCC scholarships

T
he Gordon Jewish 
Community Center is 
sponsoring a four-person 
scramble golf tournament 
in August at Temple Hills 
Country Club, with the 

proceeds to help fund scholarships to 
various GJCC activities and services. 

The event will begin at 7:30 a.m. 
on Aug. 22 with registration and a con-
tinental breakfast followed by a shotgun 
start at 9 a.m. The cost for a single golfer 
is $150, which includes the golf, lunch, 
drinks and snacks. In addition, a variety 
of opportunities are available ranging 
from $500 to $5,000.

Prizes will be awarded for teams 

finishing first, second and third in each 
of two flights, plus individual prizes for 
longest drive and closest to the pin. 
There will also be a hole in one contest 
and a “duffer prize.” 

Proceeds will help fund scholar-
ships for general membership at the 
GJCC, enrollment in the GJCC Early 
Childhood Learning Center and Camp 
Davis, and for special activities for 
seniors. Last year, the GJCC awarded 
about $120,000 in such scholarships. 

Lorna Graff and Pete Weiss are 
co-chairs of the tournament committee. 
For more information or to register, 
contact Marilyn Rubin at (615) 354-
1679 or Marilyn@nashvillejcc.org. •

Downtown gallery features Akiva project “Selfies and Stories”

A
kiva School students 
had their own art exhi-
bition recently at The 
Rymer Gallery in down-
town Nashville. 

The May 24 show 
featured “Selfies and Stories,” a quar-
ter long study in the kindergarten-6th 
grade curriculum. The work ranged from 
self-portraits to mixed media masks, 
including 3D masks created by fourth 
grade students from recycled material 
and inspired by contemporary Atlanta-
based artist, Kimmy Cantrell.  Students 
also showcased work inspired by Georgia 
O’Keeffe’s flower collection.

“The Nashville arts community 
is so alive right now,” said Annette 
Calloway, Akiva’s art educator. “It was 
so much fun to bring the work of our 
talented and creative students into one 
of the galleries featured in the Nashville 
Art Crawl. We are grateful to Jeff 
Rymer, owner of The Rymer Gallery, 
and Paul Polycarpou of Nashville Arts 
Magazine for making this happen.” 

Akiva also learned that two of its 
students have been recognized in the 

Gila Friedman (’22) was among the Akiva School students whose art was displayed 
recently in at exhibition at The Rymer Gallery. 

2016 RAVSAK Artists’ Beit Midrash 
Competition. First grader Joey Fried 
placed second and second grader Cole 
Strosberg won honorable mention, both 
in the sculpture and mixed media catego-
ry for K-5 students. This year’s theme was 
ahava (“love” in Hebrew).

The RAVSAK competition includ-
ed submissions of photography, sculp-
ture, mixed media and drawing and 

This mixed media work by Akiva 
first-grader Joey Fried placed second in 
a nationwide art contest for Jewish day 
school students. 

painting from more than 800 students 
from 35 Jewish day schools across North 
America.  Now in its fifth year, the com-
petition provides elementary, middle, 
and high school students the opportu-
nity to delve into Jewish sources and 

create art that draws inspiration from 
their studies. 

Winning artwork and artist state-
ments are published on the RAVSAK 
website and will be highlighted in the 
journal HaYidion. •

Nashville company acquires Jewish Lights Publishing
(JTA) — Turner Publishing of 

Nashville has acquired Jewish Lights 
Publishing, an influential independent 
publisher of books on Jewish spirituality, 
renewal and self-help.

Turner Publishing said it would 
be acquiring Jewish Lights along with 
three other imprints owned by LongHill 
Partners, the Vermont-based company 
founded by Stuart Matlins.

Matlins, a former management con-
sultant and co-founder with his wife, 

Antoinette, of Congregation Shir Shalom 
in Woodstock, Vermont, founded Jewish 
Lights in 1990 to publish “an inspirational 
literature that was intellectually interest-
ing, emotionally satisfying and spoke to 
the relevance of Judaism to life, and of the 
personal relationship between people and 
God,” as he told an interviewer in 2010.

Among the rabbis and schol-
ars it has published are Rami Shapiro 
of Murfreesboro as well as Lawrence 
Kushner, Sandy Eisenberg Sasso, Art 
Green, Daniel Matt. Top sellers includ-
ed Happiness and the Human Spirit: The 
Spirituality of Becoming the Best You Can 
Be by Orthodox rabbi and psychiatrist 
Abraham Twerski, The Women’s Torah 
Commentary: New Insights from Women 
Rabbis on the 54 Weekly Torah Portions, 
and the Rabbi Harvey graphic novel 
series by Steve Sheinkin.

Rabbi Jeffrey Salkin, an author 
whose books with Jewish Lights include 
Being God’s Partner: How to Find the 
Hidden Link between Spirituality and 
Your Work, credits the publisher with 
recognizing the spiritual longings of 
American Jews at a time when fewer 
mainstream publishers were publishing 
Jewish books.

“Stuart wanted to demonstrate that 
the intellectual world of Judaism could 
actually help the reader have a richer 
and deeper life,” Salkin wrote in a recent 
appreciation. “Jewish Lights essentially 
invented the genre of modern Jewish 
spiritual literature – and as such, revolu-
tionized contemporary Judaism.”

In business since 1984, Turner cur-
rently publishes more than 3,000 titles 
in fiction and non-fiction, including 
business, young adult, history, romance, 
mystery, cookbooks, health and wellness, 
animals and design. 

Turner President Todd Bottorff told 
Publishers Weekly that the company will 
publish 20-30 titles a year from Jewish 
Lights and the other three imprints 
acquired from LongHill. The new 
imprints will be Turner’s first that focus 
solely on religious and faith-based topics. 

Bottorff said Turner will not keep any 
of the current employees but added, “We 
will continue to work with some of the 
existing personnel on a freelance basis.” •

To access the Community Calendar,
go to www.jewishnashville.org and click on “Calendar.”

Support Our Advertisers!
Let them know you saw their ad in the Observer!
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Please support The Observer

T
he Jewish Observer of Nashville 
is the only comprehensive 
source of information about 
the Jewish community of 
Middle Tennessee. In order 
to continue delivering the 

news and information you have come to 
expect, we need your support. 

In this issue you will find an 

envelope with which you can make 
a tax deductible contribution to The 
Observer’s annual Patron Campaign. A 
$25 donation covers the cost of printing 
and mailing The Observer to a single 
home each year, but we hope you will 
consider donating at one of the higher 
levels: Reporter ($50), Editor ($100) or 
Publisher ($150). •

Everyone’s invited to help Bob Eisenstein 
celebrate his 100th birthday this month

Bob Eisenstein turns 100 on July 13, and his children, Nan Speller and Dan Eisenstein, 
are throwing a big party at The Temple. 

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

S
o what does Bob Eisenstein 
think about the prospect of 
turning 100 years old this 
month.

“To tell you the truth, 
I haven’t thought too much 

about it,” he said. 
His two children have though. Nan 

Speller and Dan Eisenstein and their 
families are throwing a party – a big party 
– from 4-6 p.m. on Wednesday, July 13 
at The Temple, where their father has 
been a member for more than 75 years. 
No formal invitations. Everyone in the 
community is invited. 

“He’s been a fixture in this commu-
nity for so long and has so many friends, 
we wanted to give them an opportunity 
to help him celebrate,” Speller said. 

Robert D. Eisenstein was born in 
Clinton, Iowa, a small town just across 
the Mississippi River from Moline IL. 
After graduating from the University of 
Chicago in 1938, he moved to Nashville 
the next year to work for Gerber’s Baby 
Food, married Nashville native Ann 
Fensterwald in 1942 (she passed away in 
2001 less than a year before their 60th 
anniversary) and – except for his service 
as a U.S. Army captain in Patton’s Third 
Army during World War II – never left. 

Though not a native of Nashville, 
Eisenstein has now lived here longer 

than many natives and loves the city, 
particularly its Jewish community, which 
he has served in almost every capaci-
ty imaginable. He’s been president of 
both the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee and the Gordon 
Jewish Community Center, chaired of 
the Federation’s annual campaign three 
times and served on the boards of The 
Temple, B’nai B’rith, the American 
Jewish Committee and the national 
Council of Jewish Federations. 

“We have a great Jewish commu-
nity here in Nashville,” he said. “It’s a 
cohesive community and it does a lot of 
good things.” 

Eisenstein spent more than 50 years 
as president of Loventhal Realty Inc., 
and remained an active broker even after 
it merged with Robin Realty in 2006. His 
broker’s license is still active. 

Asked why he has lived so long, 
Eisenstein said he eats well and has 
always been physically active. He was 
a cheerleader in college, played a lot of 
tennis for many years, and swam and rode 
a bike up until three years ago. Even now, 
he works out with a physical trainer. 

Still, he demurs when offered con-
gratulations on approaching the mile-
stone of 100 birthdays. 

“I’m not sure I deserve any credit,” 
he said. 

But he is looking forward to the party. 
“It will be very nice,” he said. • 
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Congregational news & events

@ The Temple

Rabbi Shapiro will lecture at the annual 
Taste of Judaism series

The Temple, is opening its doors to the public this month for its annual Taste of 
Judaism, a three-part lecture series that offers individuals, Jewish or not, an opportunity 
to learn or re-learn about the Jewish religion, its practices, customs and beliefs. 

Rabbi Rami Shapiro, Ph.D., an award winning author, poet, essayist, and educator, 
will serve as guest lecturer. The series will cover a sampling of Jewish texts, traditions, 
ethics, holidays, lifecycles, and peoplehood.  

The series will take place on July 6, 13 and 20 at 7 p.m. 

W.E.L.L. will gather at Arrington Vineyards 
on July 24

Women Engaged in Living and Learning (W.E.L.L.) is sponsoring an afternoon get 
together on July 24 at Arrington Vineyards.

The event, from 2-4 p.m., will feature good wine, good food and good friends. 
RSVP to Rabbi Shana Mackler at The Temple 352-7620. 

Next Dor taking it out to the ballgame on 
July 26

Next Dor, The Temple group for young adults, is organizing an outing on July 26 to 
see a Nashville Sounds game at the teams new First Tennessee Park. The game against 
the Colorado Springs Sky Sox begins at 7:05.  

For more information about the outing or The Temple’s young adult community 
and programming, contact contact Rabbi Michael Shulman at rabbishulman@temple-
nashville.org or (615) 352-7620.

@ Chabad

Learn how to cook kosher BBQ
Nashville chef Carlos Davis will demonstrate the art of cooking kosher barbecue 

on July 10 Chabad of Nashville’ Genesis Campus for Jewish Life. 
The event begins at 5 p.m., and participants will not only learn the art of making 

good backyard barbecue but also enjoy a dinner that will include Korean barbecue stir-
fry steak, Caribbean barbecue chicken kebabs, Americano hamburgers, herb-roasted 
potatoes, grilled corn on the cob, red bliss potato salad, southern slaw, a salad bar, 
watermelon mojito, and chilled beers.

Reservations are required and can be made at www.chabadnashville.com/bbq.
The cost for the dinner is $25 a person, or $45.00 if reservations are made by July 

7. After that, the cost is $30 a per person. 
Davis is a native of Barbados and attended culinary school there. After moving 

to Nashville,  he spent a decade as a chef at Loews Vanderbilt Hotel. In 2013, Davis 
was featured as a team member on ABC’s show, Taste, in which he presented his 
culinary creations to celebrity judges. Since 2013, Davis has been the executive chef 
for several high-profile events in the Nashville Jewish community, including the JFS 
Chesed dinners, the Chabad Gala, and the conference for the International Council 
for Jewish Women.

Rebecca Roberts (from left), Emmie Wolf-Dubin, and Tal and Omri Ginzburg come 
together on a wonderful, sunny morning in May to bake challah at Chabad of 
Nashville’s second annual Mega Challah Bake in partnership with PJ Library and 
Sifriyat Pijama.

Students from Knoxville Jewish Academy and Nashville’s Akiva School take part in 
last month’s Lag B’Omer BBQ and Bonfire at Chabad of Nashville

Jumpstart Your Child’s Jewish Life
Chabad of Nashville is offering a free color Shir Hamalot prayer cards for families in 

Middle Tennessee who are expecting children. 
The Shir Hamalot is a traditional Jewish prayer for the safety and wellbeing of 

both the mother and the baby. Taken from the Song of Ascents, Psalms: 121, the 
prayer affirms both a dependence upon the Creator for safety and wellbeing and His 
commitment to guard us at all times. The prayer is recited before birth. After the birth, 
it is customary to place the Shir Hamalot on the baby’s cradle or hang it in the doorway 
of the baby’s room.

The Shir Hamalot prayer cards come in slightly different colors for boys and girls, 
pastel pink and baby blue. To receive a card, email office@chabadnashville.com.

Martin Sir (center) was elected the 72nd president of The Temple-Congregation 
Ohabai Sholom at its 165th annual congregational meeting in May. Other new offi-
cers of The Temple’s Board of Trustees are Vice President and Treasurer Joyce E. 
Friedman, and Secretary Jimmy Marks.  All three will serve two-year terms. Sir, an 
attorney, said he plans to focus his presidency on two primary initiatives: growing The 
Temple’s endowment to secure the future and strengthening its congregational com-
munity through intentional conversations and a Temple Town Hall to provide public 
forums on critical issues important to the general community.

Other news:
• Lunch with the Rabbi will resume its regular schedule on Sept. 8, though it will have 

special summer sessions on July 21 and Aug. 11. 
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Congregational news & events

@ Micah

Micah schedules kid friendly “splash” for 
July 9 at Cumberland Park

Congregation Micah’s Pack and Play Chavurah will sponsor a summer gathering 
geared for families with young children, on Saturday, July 9 at Nashville Splash Pad at 
Cumberland Park. 

The event will be from 9:30-11:30 a.m. Participants will meet at the Splash Pad, 
an innovative play space along the Cumberland River that includes a climbing wall, 
splash areas, amphitheater and trail. 

For more information, contact Ali Friedman Zola (afzola@congregationmicah.org). 

Guest Rabbi Phil Lieberman will lead Shabbat 
services the last two weekends of July 

Rabbi Phil Lieberman will lead evening and morning Shabbat services at 
Congregation Micah during the last two weekends of July. 

Aside from being an ordained rabbi, Lieberman is a professor of Jewish studies 
and law at Vanderbilt University, where he is a specialist in rabbinic literature and a 
historian of medieval Jewry, particularly Jews in Muslim lands. His research focuses on 
the social, economic and legal history of the Jewish community of North Africa and 
the Levant, particularly as documented in manuscript materials from the Cairo Geniza. 

Evening services on July 22 and 29 begin at 6 p.m. Morning services on July 23 and 
30 begin at 10:30 a.m.

Dim Sum Shabbat dinner for millennials 
set for July 22

Ali Friedman Zola and Celia Lerch will host a dim sum Shabbat dinner at Zola’s 
home at 7 p.m. Friday, July 22. 

This dinner is geared for Micah millennials and interfaith families but is an 
adults-only experience.  Asian heavy apps and wine will be served. For more informa-
tion, please inquire with Zola by July 15 at afzola@congregationmicah.org. 

Aug. 5 Shabbat service featuring JFS 
director will be followed by wine tasting

Pam Kelner, executive director of Jewish Family Services, will speak during 
Shabbat services on Friday, Aug. 5.

The service begins at 6 p.m. and will be followed by a Chai Life Chavurah wine 
tasting with heavy hors d’oeuvres, an event rescheduled from June 24. It will feature a 
sampling of kosher wines from experts at Cool Springs Wine and Spirits.

 For more information, contact Ali Friedman Zola at afzola@congregationmicah.org. 

As it does every year, Congregation Micah closed the religious school year with its 
“Torah Wrap,” a ceremony in which students and teachers are symbolically wrapped 
in the Torah. The event was followed by a picnic. 

This was Julie Greenberg’s 13th year as Micah education director – her bat mitzvah 
year – so the congregation surprised her on the last day of religious school with cer-
emony thanking her for her leadership and education direction. Several students and 
colleagues spoke and, along with flowers, Greenberg received a donation raised from 
families to help send her on a trip to Israel. 

Lilah Benjamin, daughter of Abbey and Bryan Benjamin, was one of 15 children who 
graduated last month from the Micah Children’s Academy. The graduates sang several 
songs during the ceremony, were blessed under the tallit by the rabbis and educators, 
and celebrated with a reception with their families. 

Learn more about the Jewish Federation of Nashville 
and Middle Tennessee at www.jewishnashville.org



8    July 2016 The Observer

TPAC Box Office • Groups of 10 or more call 615-782-4060

TPAC.ORG Broadway • 

Febeb uruaruaryry y 1414-14-1919, 2017 FeFebebbrurua

September 9-18, 2016 October 18-23, 2016 

March 21-26, 2017 April 25-30, 2017 

May 23-28, 2017 

January 24-29, 2017 Ja

June 27—July 2, 2017

2016 -17 SEASON

Broadway Series 
sponsored by

Event, date, time, guest artist, and repertoire are subject to change. Some shows contain mature content.  
TPAC.org is the official online source for buying tickets to TPAC events.

See all  
8 Shows  
for as little as 

  $180.50

Presented by Presented by

Hear a health care professional 
discuss important information  
on ways to help you manage 
Heart Failure, including 
treatment options.

A Heart Failure patient will share their 
journey and experiences.

A Q & A session will follow the 
presentation.

AWARE

Loved ones are welcome, too. It’s 
better to take on Heart Failure together.

615 Church Street,
Nashville, TN 37219

In upcoming film, Rachel Weisz 
plays historian who took on 
British Holocaust denier

(JTA) – With the Holocaust’s mem-
ory lately being abused by the “alt-right” 
in the United States and by far-right pol-
iticians in eastern Europe, the world 
could use a spirited defense of the histor-
ical account.

Enter Hollywood.
The upcoming film “Denial” drama-

tizes American Jewish historian Deborah 
Lipstadt’s real-life legal battle in the 
1990s with prominent Holocaust denier, 
British historian David Irving. The lead 
is played by British Jewish actress Rachel 
Weisz.

While the film doesn’t come out 
until Sept. 30, as of Wednesday, you 

can watch a trailer online. British play-
wright David Hare adapted Lipstadt’s 
book “History on Trial: My Day in Court 
with a Holocaust Denier” for the screen-
play. The book and film recount how 
Irving sued Lipstadt for libel in England 
for calling him a “Holocaust denier.” 
Because English libel law puts the burden 
of proof on the defendant, Lipstadt essen-
tially had to prove that the Holocaust 
happened to win the case.

Mick Jackson directed the film. 
Timothy Spall co-stars as Irving.

Lipstadt is now the Dorot Professor 
of Modern Jewish History and Holocaust 
Studies at Emory University. •

Rachel Weisz plays a real life professor who took on a Holocaust denier in the upcom-
ing film “Denial.” 
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Small word change in ordination is a big deal for new Reform rabbis
By DEBRA NUSSBAUM  
COHEN

NEW YORK (JTA) — Since 1972, 
when the Reform movement ordained its 
first female rabbi, more than 700 others 
have joined her ranks. But a surprise 
awaited them, though few seemed to 
notice: The language on their ordination 
certificates was different than that of 
their male colleagues.

Men were referred to by the Reform 
movement’s traditional morenu ha-rav, or 
“our teacher the rabbi.”

Women’s ordination certificates 
have said rav u’morah, or “rabbi and 
teacher.”

The difference may seem subtle, but 
for women rabbis and their supporters, it 
was a symbolic reminder that despite the 
gains they made in the movement, there 
remained barriers to complete equality.

The language “is important because 
we want everything to be 100 percent 
equal for men and women rabbis, even 
things that aren’t so obvious,” said Rabbi 
Mary Zamore, executive director of the 
Reform movement’s Women’s Rabbinic 
Network.

Now, four years after Zamore took the 
issue to Rabbi David Ellenson, Hebrew 
Union College president at the time, a 
task force headed by HUC Provost Rabbi 
Michael Marmur has decided to offer the 
same designation for men and women.

At the Reform movement’s cam-
puses in New York, Cincinnati, Los 
Angeles and Jerusalem, 26 new rabbis 
— a dozen men and 14 women — are 
being ordained this year, Marmur told 
JTA. For the first time the women are 
being given the option of choosing the 
same title and language as men on their 
certificates.

Rather than continue with rav 
u’morah, female rabbis will have a choice 
between rabboteinu harav and rabboteinu 
harabba – rav and rabba being words com-
monly used to distinguish between male 
and female rabbis in Israel.

It took the task force more than three 
years to consult with experts and make the 
decision to change the language.

“We believe that these proposals 
correct a disparity without perpetrating 
revolutionary change on the ordination 
formula,” Marmur wrote in a memo he 
circulated to the HUC community last 
November.

The change was welcomed by a 
pioneer in the Reform movement who 

didn’t realize the disparity until Zamore 
brought it to her attention in 2012.

“It came as a shock to me,” Rabbi 
Sally Priesand, the first female rabbi 
ordained in America, told JTA. “When 
I was ordained, I was told I would be 
getting an empty tube because they had 
forgotten to change the language to the 
feminine” on the ordination scroll. “I 
just accepted that. When I finally got 
it, I thought the title, which they had 
changed to rav u’morah, was what all my 
classmates got, too.”

Priesand was the only woman among 
35 male classmates that year.

“There was a discomfort [at HUC] 
with giving her the same title” as the 
men, Zamore told JTA. “Our teacher the 
rabbi” is “auspicious and used since the 
first ordination at HUC, so it’s in the 
line of tradition. It speaks of the commu-
nity. That’s the whole idea of a chain of 
tradition and ordaining, that the commu-
nity is standing behind you saying, ‘We 
believe in your authority.’”

In contrast, she said, rav u’morah “is 
a nice statement of ordination. It’s just 
bland, pareve. The fact that it is different 
is problematic.”

In other rabbinical schools that 
ordain women – the Conservative move-
ment’s Jewish Theological Seminary 
and American Jewish University, the 
Reconstructionist Rabbinical College 
and Hebrew College, an independent 
rabbinical seminary outside Boston – the 
the language granting ordination is the 

same for men and women, though with 
the tweaking required to make the gen-
dered Hebrew reference appropriate to 
the recipient.

One of the newly ordained Reform 
rabbis at HUC has elected to use the 
term “rabba” out of a sense of solidar-
ity with the Orthodox women being 

ordained by Yeshivat Maharat, Zamore 
said. Maharat this year ordained three 
women, bringing to 14 the total number 
of women it has ordained since 2013. 

The New York-based yeshiva, con-
troversial in the Orthodox world for 
training women as members of the clergy, 
has been the subject of a debate over 
nomenclature since its founding. Sara 
Hurwitz, the first woman ordained by 
founder Rabbi Avi Weiss, was given the 
title rabba in 2009. After significant 
communal pushback, Weiss changed the 
title of ordainees to “maharat,” an acro-
nym of Hebrew words meaning spiritual, 
legal and Torah leader.

Today Yeshivat Maharat graduates 
choose among several titles, including 
maharat, rabba and “morateinu,” mean-
ing “our teacher.” One 2015 Yeshivat 
Maharat ordainee, Lila Kagedan, elected 
to take the title “rabbi,” making her the 
first Orthodox woman to do so.

Priesand, who retired from her New 
Jersey synagogue a decade ago and next 
month will turn 70, suggested that each 
generation of rabbis must further the 
struggle for acceptance. When she was 
ordained, Priesand said, “the important 
thing is that I knew I had been given the 
title rav, and that was probably all I really 
cared about.” •

Members of the 2016 rabbinical class of the Hebrew Union College-Jewish Institute of 
Religion reading their class prayer at an ordination ceremony on May 21 at the Plum 
Street Temple in Cincinnati. (Photo from HUC-JIR via Facebook)

Conveniently located next to Kroger - 
Down in the Heart of Belle Meade Plaza

Great Selection of Kosher Wines

BELLE MEADE
WINE & SPIRITS
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Top officials put Jewish stamp on Rio Olympics
By MARCUS MOREAES

RIO DE JANEIRO (JTA) —Three 
of the top officials on the committee 
organizing the Rio 2016 Olympic Games 
are Jewish, including its president, Carlos 
Arthur Nuzman.

And while they may hope to hear 
“mazel tov!” when the competition gets 
underway on Aug. 5, there have been 
more “oy gevalts” in the run-up to the 
games, there have been more “oy gevalts” 
as organizers deal with reports of unfin-
ished venues, polluted swimming and 
sailing sites and, most of all, concerns 
about the mosquito-borne Zika virus.

In an interview with JTA, Nuzman 
said the number of Zika cases in Rio has 
dropped sharply in recent weeks and is 
expected to fall even further during the 
dry months of the Brazilian winter, as Rio 
2016 organizers emphasized at a news 
conference on June 7. Last month, the 

World Health Organization said there is 
no public health justification for post-
poning or canceling the Games.

“None of the top athletes have 
declared not to come. If there’s a sec-
ond-layer one who won’t come, good for 
him,” an irritated Nuzman said.

One of Brazil’s most prominent 
sports figures, the 74-year-old Nuzman 
is a former president of the Brazilian 

Volleyball Confederation and has been 
president of the Brazilian Olympic 
Committee since 1995.

He preferred to talk about the robust 
Jewish connections at the games, includ-
ing a ceremony to honor the 11 Israelis 
murdered by Palestinian terrorists at the 
Munich Olympics in 1972, the Israeli 
company that is providing security for 
the games, and his own deep ties — as 
an athlete, sporting official and Jew — to 
Brazilian sports.

“My connection with Judaism 
and with Israel is through sports,” said 
Nuzman, who was part of the first Brazilian 
male volleyball team in 1964  when the 
sport debuted at the Olympic Games. “I 
started my career playing at the Brazilian 
Israelite Club and I have attended four 
Maccabiah Games in Israel.”

The grandson of Russian immigrants, 
Nuzman was born in Rio, home to an 
estimated 40,000 Jews. He is an active 

The Jewish trio in charge of the Rio 
Olympics: Carlos Arthur Nuzman 
is flanked by Sidney Levy, left, and 
Leonardo Gryner, Nov. 9, 2012. (Photo by 

Marcio Rodrigues)

member of the 440-family Conservative 
synagogue Congregacao Judaica do Brasil 
led by Rabbi Nilton Bonder, his nephew. 
Nuzman’s father, Izaak, presided over the 
Rio Jewish Federation, the Hebraica Club 
and the local Keren Hayesod-United 
Israel Appeal.

“He was one the greatest leaders 
of our Jewish community. He brought 
[David] Ben-Gurion and Golda Meir to 
Brazil,” Nuzman boasted.

Nuzman relies on other prominent 
members of the local Jewish community 
as deputies. Sidney Levy, a business execu-
tive, is the Rio 2016 committee’s chief exec-
utive officer and has a $2.2 billion budget to 
manage. Leonardo Gryner, a communica-
tions and marketing director who was part 
of the Rio 2016 bid, is deputy CEO.

“I have no connection to sports at 
all,” Levy said in an interview published 
at the Keren Hayesod webpage. “My duty 
is totally business-related.”

The Jewish trio at the helm of Rio 
2016 is behind the ceremony to honor 
the Munich victims. The Aug. 14 event 
at Rio’s City Hall will be co-led by the 
International Olympic Committee along 
with the Olympic committees of Israel 
and Brazil.

Four years ago, the IOC rejected 
appeals for a moment of silence at the 
opening ceremonies of the London Games 
in 2012, the 40th anniversary of the trage-
dy. Critics at the time were not appeased by 
various events marking the anniversary 
that took place at other venues.

The IOC also announced a special 
area in the Rio Olympic Village to com-
memorate the memory of all Olympians 
who have died. In addition, a moment of 
reflection in honor of all dead Olympians 
will be held during the closing ceremony.

“There will be no minute of 
silence at the opening ceremony,” read 
an IOC note, frustrating a longtime 
request of families.

The widows of weightlifter Yossef 
Romano and fencing coach Andre Spitzer 
will instead light 11 candles at the City 
Hall event. The Israeli government will 
be represented by the minister of culture 
and sport, Miri Regev.

The security of the 12,000 athletes 
and anticipated 500,000 visitors is among 
the most sensitive issues for organizers, 
and the Israeli company International 
Security and Defense Systems (ISDS) 
won the international tender to secure 
the games. ISDS has coordinated security 
at previous Olympics and World Cups, 
and will provide services from consulting 
to security supply systems.

“It’s an honor for ISDS to be the very 
first ever Israeli group to be part of the 
Olympic family,” Leo Gleser, ISDS presi-
dent and a former Mossad agent, told JTA.

Israel will make its 16th appearance 
at the Olympics by bringing to Rio its 
largest delegation ever, with nearly 50 
athletes for the Olympics and another 50 
for the 2016 Paralympic Games following 
immediately. Some 10,000 Israelis are 
expected to make it to Rio to root for their 
national heroes. A temporary Israeli con-
sulate will be established in Rio to serve 
the Israeli population during the games.

Those who make it to Rio will be 
able to take part in two special Shabbat 
ceremonies. Some 300 guests are expect-
ed at Bonder’s synagogue, including the 
Israeli sports minister. Chabad will host 
a Shabbat event during the Paralympics.

The Israeli singer Ester Rada, whose 
parents were Ethiopian immigrants, will 
perform at official sites where fans can 
watch the sporting action on big screens. •
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Micah Children’s Academy: 
An innovative curriculum focusing 
on a connection to nature and 
Jewish values

Micah Children’s Academy is situated on a large, beautiful campus at the corner of 
Old Hickory Boulevard and Hillsboro Pike, conveniently serving the communities of 
Brentwood, Franklin and Nashville.

MCA’s building has wonderful light-filled modern spaces with windows looking 
out onto the grounds, providing inspiration to both teachers and children.  This strong 
connection with nature is continued in the natural playscape, where a child’s imagina-
tion can run wild performing on the outdoor stage, digging in the sand, or cultivating 
the vegetable gardens. Students always find tremendous joy there as well as a connec-
tion to nature.

Jewish family values are the cornerstone of MCA’s curriculum and help to shape 
students’ budding social mores with lessons on helping others, or mitzvahs, protecting 
the earth, and promoting peace. In Judaica class, these teachings are reinforced with 
innovative dramatic play and hands on activities. 

MCA’s curriculum also utilizes the Tennessee Early Learning Developmental 
Standards to establish goals for every age group and adapt them to each child’s specific 
needs. A focus on project based learning, where children work together to solve a prob-
lem or create a finished work, promotes big picture thinking and investigative minds. 

MCA offers flexible schedules ranging from two to five days per week, with early 

and late care options and open doors from 7a.m.-6 p.m. Children are also provided 
with a variety of healthy snacks twice a day, a place to nap comfortably, and most of 
all, a nurturing place to learn, paint, read, play, sing, dance and be themselves.  Micah 
Children’s Academy has been accredited as a Tennessee 3-star pre-school (the highest 
rating) every year since opening its door in 2010.  

For more information or to schedule a tour, call Theresa LePore at (615) 942-5162 
or visit www.micahchildrenacademy.org.

Harpeth Hall: Educating girls to be 
self-aware, self-reliant and confident

Spirited and dynamic. Unapologetically academic. Harpeth Hall, a college pre-
paratory school for girls in in grades 5-12, educates girls and young women to think 
critically, to lead confidently, and to live honorably.  

Harpeth Hall offers an expansive experience. This vibrant environment gives every 
Harpeth Hall student the space and freedom to stretch her mind, raise her hand, use her 
voice and amplify it – early and often. Both self-aware and self-reliant, our girls become 
confident leaders, armed with the motivation to pursue their bravest ambitions and the 
skills to achieve them. Our students are engaged learners who excel in collaborative, 
hands-on, project-based, interdisciplinary classrooms. Our challenging and contempo-
rary curriculum equips our students with the skills needed to succeed in a world that is 
increasingly diverse, global, and technologically advanced. At Harpeth Hall, girls and 
young women are poised for exciting, transformative growth. Here girls become women 
who choose to learn and grow, to challenge and lead, first on our campus and then in 
the world. Visit Harpeth Hall, where our graduates dream big and go far! Learn more 

at www.harpethhall.org.

Sherith Israel 
Sunday School: 
Creating a deep 
and lasting love of 
Judaism, one kid 
at a time

At Congregation Sherith Israel, we 
seek to nurture each individual’s con-
nection to Judaism, and nowhere is this 
more true than at Sunday school. Learn 
Hebrew, reimagine and act out a biblical 
story, study Talmud or explore Israeli pop 
music; at Sunday school students’ interests 
come first, creating a warm environment 
where children can express themselves 
and discover which parts of Judaism excite 
them most.

Sunday school begins on August 28th 
and runs for two hours on Sunday morn-
ings throughout the academic year. Our 
program is open to all Jewish children and 
teens, ages 4-17, regardless of background 
or affiliation. Highlights include a Hebrew 
immersion classroom for preschoolers, 
social action field trips, and seasonal week-
end trips for high school students.

Programmatic highlights from this 
past year included the Mishkan Design 
Challenge in which students and parents 
joined together to recreate a to-scale repli-
ca of the Mishkan, the traveling tabernacle 
of the desert. More parent-child hands-on 
learning is planned for the fall.

We are proud that our students love 
coming to Sunday School. 

“I liked how the teachers really 
pushed us to think and debate,” a seventh 
grader said. 

A high school sophomore loved that 
“we didn’t learn the normal stuff. We 
studied new and interesting stories that I’d 
never read in the Tanach [Bible].” 

An eighth grader said, “I loved Sunday 
School this year. We did gardening, cook-
ing, and made our own iPad movie of the 
Joseph story – all  in one day!”

Amazing things are happening at 
Sherith Israel on Sunday mornings. We 
hope you and your family will join us and 
be a part of it. 

Registration opens July 1st. To register, 
contact Rabbi Aaron Finkelstein, director of 
Sherith Israel Sunday School at (615) 292-
6614 or RabbiAaron@SherithIsrael.com.

Continued on page 15
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 – EFRAIM’s Mother

“Before Currey Ingram, Efraim had 
no time for sports with all the 

tutors and homework. Now, he excels 
academically, gets the help he needs at 
school, and is a leader in two sports.”
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Continued from page 12

Akiva: Pursuing academic excellence 
and inspiring Jewish living

Akiva School is a high-performing, K-6 academic institution, a leader among Jewish 
day schools in the South. Akiva’s mission is to pursue excellence, foster critical inquiry 
and inspire informed Jewish living. Graduates are consistently accepted into the most 
selective private middle and high schools as well as public magnet schools, and they are 
recognized as leaders in both character and academics in their schools and in Nashville.

The rigorous curricula in both general studies and Jewish Studies challenges students 
to analyze, investigate, question and take risks. Akiva asks students to apply what they’ve 
learned. During the 2016-17 school year, the curriculum will center on applied/proj-
ect-based learning and will include strategies to strengthen science, technology, engineer-
ing, and math (STEM). Many students graduate from Akiva with exceptional language 
skills and are able to analyze and understand high-level texts in both Hebrew and English.

An Akiva education moves beyond the 
classroom, allowing students not only to learn 
about their Jewish and American identities 
but also to live them. Students learn about 
both American and Jewish history, culture, 
and current events in an environment that 
promotes love of learning, appreciation of our 
shared experience, and pride in one’s growing 
and changing identity.

Akiva students participate in extracur-
ricular activities such as after-school clubs 
and sports teams. Akiva also hosts Nashville’s 
annual Math Olympics, one of the city’s finest 
middle school math competitions.

Akiva’s goal is that all families feel 
welcome regardless of affiliation. The school 
takes pride in the diversity of its student body 
and respects each family’s decisions regarding 
religious observance.

At Akiva, smaller classrooms provide a 
nurturing atmosphere that meets individual 
students’ needs. Teachers create strategies 
to enhance each child’s learning experience 
and are committed to ongoing professional 
development.

Akiva is accredited by the Southern 
Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS). 
For more information, contact Christina 
Evans, director of admissions at (615) 432-
2552 or cevans@akivanashville.net .

Grins: Kosher vegetarian fare for all 
since 2002

Grins Vegetarian Café, which opened in 2002, is located on the Vanderbilt 
University campus in the Schulman Center for Jewish Life; our Kosher certification is 
provided by Rabbi Saul Strosberg from Congregation Sherith Israel.

A member of the Bongo Java family of restaurants, we are lucky to be included in  
the Vandy Student Meal Plan. This keeps us busy when students are in town. (Grins 
operates only during the school year.) You’ll find us open Monday through Thursday 
for breakfast, lunch and dinner, and Friday for breakfast and lunch only. While our cli-
entele is mostly Vanderbilt students and faculty, Grins welcomes everyone in search  
of fresh kosher vegetarian fare and offers enough metered parking to accommodate 
all non-Vanderbilt guests. 

Our regular menu features grilled sandwiches, made-from-scratch soups and salads, 
Continued on page 17

KINDERGARTEN 
through 6TH GRADE

www.akivanashville.net

ACADEMIC EXCELLENCE. 
INFORMED JEWISH LIVING.

BUILDING LEADERS

For more information or to 
schedule a tour, please contact 

CHRISTINA EVANS
at  cevans@akivanashvi l le .net 

or  615.432.2552



16    July 2016 The Observer

Sunday School at Sherith Israel
Creating a deep and lasting love of Judaism, 

one kid at a time

Amazing things are happening at Sherith Israel
on Sunday mornings. We hope you and your family

will join us and be a part of it. 

Registration now open!
To register, contact Rabbi Aaron Finkelstein, 

Director of Sherith Israel Sunday School 
at 615-292-6614 or email RabbiAaron@SherithIsrael.com.

For girls and young  
women in grades 5-12  
Financial Aid Available 

3801 Hobbs Road  
Nashville, TN  37215  

615-297-9543

Admission  
Preview Day 

Sunday,  
November 6

2:00 p.m.

Morning bus service  
offered from  
Rutherford,  

Southern Davidson,  
and Williamson  

counties. 

www.harpethhall.org

Are you having difficulty 
affording school supplies 

for your children?
JFS can help!
Eligible families will receive 

free school supplies.

Contact Toni Jacobsen 
at 354-1672.

WWW.BONGOJAVA .COM/GR I N S

LOCATED IN THE SCHULMAN CENTER FOR JEWISH LIFE ON VANDERBILT CAMPUS
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Continued from page 15
and vegan cookies and muffins that are so good you’ll order them for an appetizer. Our 
daily specials include choices like chile relleno, szechwan noodles and Indian veggie 
curry, and are posted daily at bongojava.com. Check us out on Instagram at grinsvegcafe 
for colorful photos, and on Facebook at Grins Vegetarian Café. 

GJCC Early Childhood Learning 
Center: Explore, imagine, create 

Choosing your child’s first preschool experience may be one of the most important 
decisions you make. Come discover all of the enriching programs offered through the 
Gordon Jewish Community Center’s Early Childhood Learning Center.

Studies confirm the philosophy and approach that has been practiced at the ECLC 
for years: Young children learn best through active exploration and play. What seems-
like great fun to a child is actually a carefully planned approach to help develop social, 
emotional, physical, spiritual and academic skills that are essential for success.

Our educational approach, inspired by the Reggio Emilia philosophy, values 
learning experiences where children together with their teachers construct and grow 
their knowledge and understanding of their world. The ECLC follows the principles 
and guidelines set by the National Association for the Education of Young Children 
(NAEYC). We are dedicated to providing children with a high quality early childhood 
education that includes developmentally appropriate curriculum, knowledgeable well-
trained educators, and services that support health, nutrition, and social well-being, in 
an environment that respects and supports diversity. 

We are dedicated to providing a secure loving atmosphere so that young children can 
develop a positive self-image and grow intellectually, physically, emotionally, and socially. 

Fully licensed by Tennessee’s Department of Human Services, the ECLC adheres 
to all DHS regulations, policies, and procedures. Committed to meeting national stan-
dards of quality, the ECLC holds a 3-star rating from the state. 

For information, contact ECLC Director Terri Katzenstein at terri@nashvillejcc.org 
Vsit www.nashvillejcc.org/early-childhood.

The Temple Preschool: Focusing on 
the whole child

The Temple Preschool is a play-based, child-directed learning environment that 
welcomes infants through pre-K age children. With a focus on the whole child as part 
of a supportive community, we rely on a number of ideals that support cognitive and 
socio-emotional health.  
1) Our emergent curriculum creates hands-on learning opportunities for children to 

develop a deeper understanding of language, math and science concepts while offer-
ing opportunities for conflict resolution, persistence and problem solving through 
social interactions. 

2) We consider an environment rich in open-ended provocations, authentic and nat-
ural materials and child-made materials an integral part of our learning experiences.   

3) Teachers consider their role to be co-researchers and facilitators of learning by 
working alongside children to foster creativity, curiosity and community.  
We would love to give you a tour of our program.  Please contact us at (615) 356-

8009 or preschool@templenashville.org).  We are open Monday through Friday 7:30 
a.m. to 5:30 p.m. and offer a variety of part-time and full-time enrollment opportunities.

Congregation Micah Religious School: 
Making Mitzvot Come to Life

Congregation Micah’s Religious School utilizes an integrated model of Jewish edu-
cation, which encourages and facilitates family involvement and lifelong learning. The 
weekly family service further infuses the curriculum with music and inspiring worship.

Micah embraces a diversity of backgrounds as it seeks to celebrate the common 
bonds of Jewish identity – intellectually, spiritually and culturally. Students explore 
many disciplines of Jewish tradition: Hebrew, history, holidays, ethics, social justice, 
Israel, tzedakah – all with Torah as the anchor.

Students learn in both traditional realms (reading, writing, discussion) and alterna-
tive realms (drama, photography, ceramics, cuisine, art, music and nature). Lessons are 
carefully designed to strengthen the relevance of Judaism as the foundation of everyday 
living, as dedicated teachers and madrichim help students not only learn but also form 
sustaining friendships.

B’nai mitzvah candidates build on a firm foundation of Hebrew and individual-
ized tutoring with Micah’s rabbis. The Micah Midweek program now includes CHAI 
Society, an interactive program for high school students.

Micah strives for Jewish enrichment in the classroom, in the home, and in the 
world. The campus includes kibbutz-style gardens, a gaga pit, a memorial garden, and 
a natural playscape through which students explore Jewish themes and rituals. Micah 
honors and respects the value of each of student, employing an inclusion specialist each 
week to work with teachers and families.

Confirmands, youth group members and graduates leave the program after travels 
to New York and Israel with the confidence to participate fully in Jewish life on college 
campuses and beyond.

Chabad Hebrew School: Building  
community, emunah and Hebrew literacy

The Bertram and Beatrice King Chabad Hebrew School (CHS) is open for fall 
registration.

CHS has earned a reputation of being an innovative program in which students 
excel in their Hebrew reading, Jewish knowledge, and pride for their heritage.  Located 

at the Genesis Campus for Jewish Life, CHS meets on Sunday mornings and caters to 
students ages 5 through 13. The new academic year begins on Sunday, August 28, 2016.  

“CHS emphasizes exploring the Jewish heritage in a creative and fun way, with 
special focus on not only accumulating knowledge, but applying those lessons to our 
everyday life,” said Educational Director Esther Tiechtel. 

CHS prides itself on developing a community among its students, staff and parents. 
The Hebrew School’s message is embedded in the culture it fosters, taking the time to 
build a community that attends to the needs of each individual child, embracing them 
in an environment where their classmates become their good friends.  During lessons 
on Jewish values and holidays, children engage their minds through peer discussions 
and hands-on experiences, and are challenged to analyze, evaluate, and compare texts, 
ideas, and ethical dilemmas. The cohesive, whole-school curriculum focuses on devel-
oping emunah (faith) as the cornerstone in our lives. 

CHS creates confident Jewish learners by giving them the tools to read Hebrew and 
participate in the prayer services. The Alef Champ Program is famous for instilling a love 
of as well as fluency in Hebrew reading. The children are invited to Shabbat family din-
ners and have workshops around the holidays where they learn from talented craftsmen, 
teachers and artists. They have a correspondence program with their peers, and see the 
meaning in their Jewish roots and feel a part of the world Jewish community. 

 For more information or to register call (615) 646-5750 or www.chabadnashville.com

Battle Ground Academy: Training 
students to live with integrity, 
courage and compassion

Battle Ground Academy is a K-12 independent school in Franklin.  We are the old-
est independent school in Williamson County with a proud history and exciting future. 

Our teachers engage their students in a creative, inquiry-based learning envi-
ronment that values questions more than answers. In addition, we value the highly 
relational experiences within a school and emphasize the importance of community.  

Every BGA graduate is unique but carries an indelible experience that equips him 
or her not only for success in college, but also for living with integrity, courage, and 
compassion.   

Currey Ingram: Helping kids reach 
their full potential

If your child has average to superior intelligence but is not reaching his or her 
fullest potential in a traditional classroom, look at Currey Ingram Academy.  Through 
small classes and personalized instruction, we address each student’s learning style – 
allowing students to soar ahead in strength areas while shoring up any areas of need.  

Each student has an individualized learning plan, and parents receive four confer-
ences per year.  Strong arts, athletics and extracurricular activities emphasize student 
strengths, while speech-language and occupational therapy supports (if needed), school 
counseling, and college counseling support round out our approach to preparing every 
child for college and for life.

Currey Ingram Academy is a K-12, college-preparatory day school for students with 
learning differences and unique learning styles.  

The school is located 6544 Murray Lane on 83 acres in Brentwood’s Beech Creek 
Valley, just 11 miles from downtown Nashville and eight miles from downtown 
Franklin.  Families have relocated from 33 states and eight countries, citing the school 
as a major reason for their move to Middle Tennessee.  

Additional details and financial aid information are at www.curreyingram.org.  Visit 
www.curreyingram.org/meetourstudents to see videos of real students and their families.

Currey Ingram offers private tours Monday through Friday. To arrange a tour, call 
(615) 507-3173 or click the button on the Admission page of the website.  Currey 
Ingram also offers a Diagnostic Center that is open to the public and provides psy-
choeducational, speech-language and occupational therapy assessments.  Call (615) 
507-3171 for details.

FASTSIGNS Nashville Downtown: 
Offering a wide range of products 
for all needs

With more than 600 franchise locations, FASTSIGNS stands out as a leader in 
the visual communications industry, and it recently opened FASTSIGNS Nashville-
Downtown under the ownership of franchisee Les Sabler.   

A native of Montreal, Les moved to Nashville in 2014 from Florida after having 
spent 36 years in the in Tampa and Sarasota.  His worked for many years in commercial 
real estate and enjoyed a favorable business relationship with FASTSIGNS in Tampa 
that led to his interest in the new Nashville franchise opportunity. FASTSIGNS 
Nashville-Downtown offers a wide product range, including all types of digital and 
printed signage, banners, vinyl graphics, vehicle wraps, advertising specialties, graphic 
design services. 

In his spare time Les enjoys playing music and is an accomplished contemporary 
jazz guitarist and composer.  His seven CD releases have received critical acclaim and 
international radio play and he has spent many years performing with his group.  His 
2014 release “Jobim Tribute” was recorded in Nashville, Los Angeles and Tampa and 
topped several Brazilian Jazz and Latin Jazz charts.  

Les also created a unique acoustic guitar arrangement of the “Star Spangled 
Banner” and with vocalist Marshall Gillon performed at more than seventy games for 
the Tampa Bay Lightning and Tampa Bay Rays over ten seasons.  He presented the 
anthem in Nashville along with vocalist Scat Springs in 2014 at the Independence Day 
celebration on the main stage on Lower Broadway and he looks forward to continuing 
to perform in the area. •
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has been 
bringing our
community 
the latest 
Jewish news 
and features 
from Nashville
and beyond 
for more than
70 years. 

With all the talk about failing newspapers, we want
to assure you, once again, that we plan to be

appearing in your mailboxes on a regular basis. In addi-
tion, we now are online at www.nashvillejewishobserver.org,
in an easy-to-read format. But, as with most things, our
costs are rising, especially for printing and mailing. We
continue to look for ways to reduce our expenditures in
whatever way we can.

BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Now, more than ever, our annual OBSERVER PATRON
CAMPAIGN could spell the difference between a

-page paper or a - -page paper; between only black
and white photos or color photos; between no national
or international/Israel features or ample coverage of the
issues that affect our Jewish community, here and abroad.

The Observer brings you Lifecycles, information
about all of our congregations and organizations, about
community programs, interesting people and events.
This is not available anywhere else in Middle Tennessee,
because it is OUR community newspaper.

PLEASE HELP US KEEP ALL 
THE NEWS FLOWING TO YOU.

You can make a tax deductible donation to the
Observer Patron Campaign. 
There are several categories:

Publisher for $150
Editor for $100
Reporter for $50

Actual cost for $25

Please send your donation to:
The Observer

801 Percy Warner Blvd.
Nashville, TN 37205

THANK YOU!
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR MANY MORE YEARS
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Life in Israel

By LIBBY WERTHAN 

W
hen we tell peo-
ple that we lived 
in Israel, we usu-
ally ask, “Wasn’t 
it dangerous?” 
and “Weren’t you 

afraid?” The answer to 
each question is the 
same: “At times but 
mostly not.”

Our first brush with 
conflict came early on 
when we were living 
in the Old City. The 
picture window in our 
living room looked out 
over the Silwan Valley, a boiling pot 
of Palestinian nationalism. It was the 
early 1990’s and the time of the Intifadas 
(uprisings). When U.S. Secretary of 
State Warren Christopher would pay a 
visit to Israel, things really heated up. 
From our living room window, we had 
a front row seat. We saw young men 
in ski masks usher young teens into a 
house. Later, they emerged clad in ski 
masks and carrying what appeared to be 
slingshots and drawstring bags filled with 
stones. At the same time we could see 
a few jeeps with Israeli soldiers arriving 
and taking up positions on some of the 
flat rooftops. Then busloads of media 
arrived. The scene was set for combat. 

We saw this pattern time and again, 
carefully orchestrated media events. The 
ski-mask teens took positions on differ-
ent rooftops and then the stones began 
to fly. These were answered with tear gas 
from the soldiers and everyone came out 

to watch. Reality TV before its time.
The first day a reporter was injured 

by a stone. (These stones can kill, just 
ask Goliath.) The next day the press 
came decked out in bright orange suits. 
The message was, “Don’t aim at me, I’m 
your friend.”

We sat at our window and watched 
all this. Our conversation went some-
thing like this:

 “Look at 3 o’clock from that don-
key tied to the palm tree, I think I see 
something.”  

“See that ambulance coming, is it 
Israeli or Palestinian?”

And so on. Then we would take a 
break, go out, buy vegetables and make 
polite conversation with the brothers 
and fathers of the guys in the ski masks. 
The Intifada really did not pose a direct 
threat to us.

But then things changed. Saddam 
Hussein let us know that he was plan-
ning to rain missiles down on us.  And 
Israel and the World suspected that 
those warheads contained deadly chemi-
cals. That was a threat. Big time.

By that time, we had just moved 
into what was to become our permanent 
home for 25 years. It was on Shimshon 
(Samson) Street, a residential area in 
southern Jerusalem called Baka. In the 
quarter century we lived there, almost 
every house had been redone. Over the 
years we saw the neighborhood change 
from a poor area to homes worth a $1 
million or more.

Saddam was threatening to destroy 
Israel. This was the first time that the 
young nation faced this kind of threat. 
In the past, Israel faced troops moving in 

Living with the threat of violence 

Libby 
Werthan

from Lebanon or Egypt or Jordon – and 
sent our soldiers out to protect us. But 
this was different. There was no place to 
send our soldiers. There was no defense. 
The nation was unprotected and totally 
at risk. It wasn’t just the missiles falling 
on us. It was also the threat of the dead-
ly chemicals that could seep into our 
homes, into our bodies. What to do?

Our homeland security jumped into 
action. Everyone was issued kits con-
taining gas masks and atropine syringes. 
There were special kits for infants and 
small children. We were instructed to 
find the most secure room in our home, 
to cover the windows with heavy plastic 
sheets, tape around doorways and have 
towels ready to place under the door. We 
chose our library since it was our most 
enclosed room. We slept in sweat suits 
instead of nightclothes.

 The actual Scud missile attacks 
began in January 1991. We were awak-
ened in the middle of the night by a 
phone call from our daughter in New 
York. She had been watching CNN and 
heard the sirens going off in Tel Aviv. 
We had not heard anything, but in a 
few seconds they went off in Jerusalem. 
We hung up and raced downstairs to 
our safe room, struggled on our masks 
and turned on the radio. (Unfortunately 
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443436396

there was no televsion hookup in that 
room.) The broadcasts were supposed 
to be in Hebrew, Russian, Arabic and 
English, but somehow the English got left 
out so we were pretty much in the dark. 
I had stocked food and water and even 
playing cards (really dumb when you 
are paralyzed with fear). But it was over 
quickly. The all clear sounded and we 
went out to find out what had happened.

The First Gulf war lasted 43 days. 
Israel was struck with 39 Iraqi Scud 
missiles, none with chemical warheads. 
Seventy four people lost their lives – two 
by direct hits, 4 from suffocation (gas 
masks) and the rest from heart attacks. 

Out of 39 missles, only two were 
direct hits. Thirty seven landed in vacant 
lots, streets, fields, empty buildings. It 
was like the hand of G-d was moving 
those missiles around and I felt as though 
I had witnessed a miracle.

How do you spend 43 days under 
missile attack and keep your sanity?

Next time. •

Libby Werthan and her husband, Moshe, 
lived in Israel for 25 years before returning in 
2014 to their native Nashville. “Life in Israel” 
is a regular column about what it was like 
living in the Jewish homeland.  

Submisson Policy
The Observer accepts original opinion pieces and letters from Nashville area resi-
dents on topics of interest to the Jewish community as long as they have not been 
published or submitted for publication elsewhere. Submissions should be sent by 
the 15th of the month prior to publication to Editor Charles Bernsen at charles@
jewishnashville.org or 801 Percy Warner, Suite 102, Nashville 37205. The Observer 
reserves the right edit all submissions for clarity, length and style. 

opinion

letters to the editor
Dear editors,
I am Isaac Cheng, and I am 11 years 

old. I am writing to urge all Jewish kids 
in Nashville ages 9-11 to join a program 
called PJ Our Way. PJ Our Way is an 
expansion of the PJ Library program, 
which sends free books with Jewish con-
tent to children 6 months through 8 
years of age. PJ Our Way now picks up 
where PJ Library leaves off. PJ Our Way 
is only available for select cities, and 
Nashville was selected last year to be one 
of these cities.

Every month, you can choose one 
book from a selection of four. The books 
are mostly fiction, but sometimes there 
are nonfiction choices. The fiction books 
are normal fiction books with Jewish 
characters, while the nonfiction books 
are about famous Jewish people. The 
book list can also give you good ideas for 

books to check out of your local library.
If you subscribe to PJ Our Way, you 

can also apply for the Design Team. The 
Design Team is a group of 10 PJ Our Way 
members who review the books and do 
other things, like interviewing an author. 
The application window is open some 
time in August and September.

If you have questions about PJ 
Library, PJ Our Way or the Design Team, 
you can contact Sara Hanai, our local 
coordinator at pjlibrary@nashvillejcc.
org. To sign up, go to pjourway.org and 
click the sign up button. After inputting 
your username, password, and some other 
information, you will get a PJ Our Way 
account, and you can start requesting 
books! Have fun reading!

Isaac Cheng
PJ Our Way Design Team 2015-2016

Support Our Advertisers!
Let them know you saw their ad in the Observer!
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“Pulitzer Winners”
By: Yoni Glatt, koshercrosswords@gmail.com • Difficulty Level: Challenging • Solution on page 22

71. Home of Day-Lewis
72. Maimonides attained it
73. Notable Lauder
74. Unlike Elijah, according to some
75. Way down Hermon

Down
1. Half an Israeli martial art
2. Book after Joel
3. Lewis Black might go on one
4. Not an ideal place to be put
5. Whom Ewan played opposite Natalie, 

for short
6. Purim
7. Feeling after schlepping too much
8. Unfounded emotion felt by many a 

44-Across
9. Bar Mitzvah requirement
10. Home state of “Dear Abby”
11. Went in headfirst, like Braun
12. It was promised
13. Makes Havdalah, e.g.
18. 38-Across, e.g
19. Biblical verb
24. ___ before Tu B’Shvat (When 

Shabbat Shira must fall according to 
the Jewish calendar)

26. “Timid” Nobleman
27. A chanukiah, for one
28. Janet who married Tony Curtis
29. Car that once had a Star of David 

logo
30. Word to describe the First Temple 

era
31. Who was a greater prophet than 

Moses?
32. Jewish start of the day, to the bard
33. Rickman opposite Radcliffe
34. The Irgun
35. A Mossad agent might have one
40. “Achbar!”
42. Pit near Sinai Temple in Los Angeles

43. Non-kosher can
46. Made like Crystal as Davis Jr.
48. Shtick
51. Popularized Zuckerberg button
52. Did some religious reading
53. Crooks
56. The Knesset might seal one
57. “And all their wealth, and all their 

little ___” (Gen. 34:29)
58. Mitzvot that are testimonies
59. Kat’s “Thor” co-star Russo

Across
1. First name behind “The Prophet 

Jeremiah”
5. Kind of korban
9. Kallah’s path
14. One is equal to about half a meter
15. Where many a Jew might retire, for 

short
16. Israeli winery
17. Pulitzer Prize winner about...a lost 

sukkah?
20. Scott Feldman’s baseball team
21. Evening, at the Venice ghetto
22. Increases (the settings at a seder)
23. Style of music running through 

Braff’s “Garden State”
25. Start of a seder?
27. ...Jonah’s journey to Nineveh?  (with 

“The”)
36. Sergey Brin to Google
37. Tzanhanim scrub
38. Homer said “she puts the ‘she’ in 

yeshiva”
39. It can clean a tallit
41. ...what many Jewish settlers estab-

lished?
44. World War II loser
45. Was guilty of Bal Tashchit (and a 

chillul Hashem) on Halloween
47. Where to find Hagafen Cellars
49. One who sang “Mazel Tov!” and 

“L’Chaim!” in a 2009 hit
50. ...what Indiana Jones made sure not 

to see in the Ark?
54. Adam did it at 930
55. YU hs
56. “Everything is Illuminated” author
60. Home of the Great Choral 

Synagogue
63. Some Sanders ideas, to Trump
67. ...Yom Ha’atzmaut
70. Téa who married Duchovny

61. Singer Brickell married to Paul 
Simon

62. Aloe in some Ahava products
64. Saul Berenson’s frenemy Dar on 

“Homeland”
65. Dub at a bris
66. Green ___ monster, it violates a 

Commandment
68. Big Apple order
69. Ryerson in Ramis’ “Groundhog Day”
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lifecycles
Mazel Tov

Tzivi and Rabbi Berel Namdar of 
Gothenburg, Sweden are the proud par-
ents of a daughter, Chaya Mushka, who 
was born on June 3. Chaya is the grand-
daughter of Esther and Rabbi Yitzchok 
Tiechtel of Nashville and Leah and 
Rabbi Alex Namdar of Gothenburg. 

Beit Miriam, the West End 
Synagogue religious school, presented 
Toby Rose Averbuch with the 7th grade 
Simon and Alven Ghertner Award for 
Excellence in Hebrew for 2016 while 
Sam Jacobson won the Anna Isenstein 
Teacher Aid Appreciation Award.  This 
was the 71st year the Ghertner Award 
has been presented.

Sympathy 
… to the family of Marvin Raphael 

Bubis, who died peacefully at his home 
at Richland Place on May 28 at the age 
of 94. He was born October 13, 1921, in 
Nashville to Hattye and David Bubis. He 
was preceded in death by his cherished 
wife of 65 years, Bess Rosenblum Bubis; 
three sister, Maisie Klein (Milton), and 
close cousin, Irving Brooks. Marvin is 

survived by his children, Karen Bubis 
Wyll (Shelby Wyll), Jeffrey Bubis 
(Jessica Boudinot) and Sherrie Bubis 
Klein (Jeffrey Klein); six grandchildren, 
Allison Wyll (Brian Sherman), Adam 
Wyll (Nikki), Rachel Bubis, Andrew 
Bubis, Heather Hamilton (Will) and 
Jason Klein (Juliana); seven great grand-
children, Dylan and Ryder Sherman, 
Tobin and Lyla Wyll, Chase and Miles 
Hamilton, and Olivia Klein; his broth-
er, Ralph Bubis (Barbara); close cousin, 
Eugene Brooks (Anabel), and many lov-
ing nieces and nephews.

He graduated Phi Beta Kappa from 
Vanderbilt University and earned his 
MBA in marketing from Harvard Business 
School, also earning Phi Beta Kappa.

Marvin and Bess had to move up 
their wedding because he was called 
up as a captain in the Coast Guard at 
the start of World War II. His training 
included firefighting and he often spoke 
“fondly” of his shift in the crow’s nest of 
a tall ship. After the war they returned 
to Nashville where he joined his fami-
ly business, American Tea and Coffee, 
proud makers of American Ace Coffee. 
In the mid 1960’s he became president, 
expanding into Coffee Break Service, 
Big Chief Peanut Butter and private label 
mustard. He continued until its sale in 
the the 1990’s.

Marvin was an active lifelong mem-
ber and past president of The Temple 
and served on the board for over 40 years. 
He was an avid golfer and tennis player 
into his 80s. Marvin was a member of 

Kiwanis, United Way and a 32nd degree 
Scottish Rite Mason/Shriner. He had a 
dry sense of humor, enjoyed a good laugh 
and had a nickname for almost everyone. 
He enjoyed playing card games with 
his children, grandchildren and great 
grandchildren ,and they will miss him 
very much.

Funeral services were on May 31 
at The Temple, with interment at the 
Temple Cemetery. A memorial reception 
was held that day at Richland Place. In 
lieu of flowers, donations may be made to 
The Temple’s Caring and Concern Fund 
or the charity of the donor’s choice. 

… to the family of Carolyn Biener 
Cahn, who died on Monday, June 
13th. She was preceded in death by 
her husband, Irwin “Buzz” Cahn, and 
her son, Lee Cahn. She is survived by 
her daughter, Renee’ (Leo) Pedigo; 
brother, Bernard Biener; sister-in-law, 
Bernice Cahn Esstman; granddaughters, 
Dawn (Jim) LaForte and Shannon (Eric) 
Efteland, and great grandsons, Taylor 
Long, Max LaForte and Jonas, Liam and 
Phoenix Efteland. 

Carolyn spent 35 years at the 
Sherith Israel Synagogue and Akiva 
School where she helped and loved many 
children as she happily watched them 
grow to adulthood. Carolyn was known 
for her beautiful smile, open heart and 
the way she wore her wonderful hats. 
She could certainly make an entrance 
and light up a room. She fiercely loved 

her family and spent endless happy 
hours playing on the floor, watching 
old movies and making memories with 
her granddaughters and great-grandsons 
who were always her greatest treasures. 
Her legacy of love will be remembered 
and passed on even to those who are too 
young to remember her. For love is the 
greatest gift she has left us. 

Graveside services were on June 
16 Sherith Israel Cemetery. Memorials 
should be directed to a children’s charity 
of the donor’s choice . 

… to the family of Irving Stern, 89, 
of Nashville, who died on June 16  in 
Cincinnati urrounded by his family. He 
was a World War II Navy veteran and a 
Mason. His stories will be missed by all 
who knew him. He was a proud father, 
grandfather and great grandfather and 
a loyal friend. He is predeceased by his 
wife, Regina Stern. He is survived by 
his daughters, Bella Nomberg Golden 
and Annette Stern (Art) Kirshner; his 
grandchildren, Jason (Maria) Golden, 
Billy Golden (girlfriend Jessy Yarborough 
and her daughter Lara), Erica Kirshner 
(fiancé Peter DeBenedictus), and Sara 
(Stephen) Helba; honorary granddaugh-
ter, Libby Harrison, and great grandsons 
William and Erik Golden. The funer-
al was on June 19 KKAI Cemetery. 
Donations in his memory may be made 
to Vitas Hospice of Cincinnati or to 
the Jewish Federation of Nashville and 
Middle Tennessee.

Real Estate
Tel-Aviv Apartment Available 
for Short-term Rental
Hotels are notoriously expensive 
and offer few amenities. Instead, 
consider staying in a beautifully 
renovated 3-bedroom, 1.5 bath-
room, fully furnished apartment 
in the heart of Tel-Aviv.
• Air-conditioned, full eat-in 

kitchen
• Fabulous location – walking 

distance to Rabin Square, Basil Street Park HaYarkon and the beach
• Minutes from popular eateries
• Apartment equipped with laundry, TV, internet
• Lots of natural light with big windows in a quiet and safe neighborhood
For more information contact: Ur Barzel – 615.613.3184

The Observer to add a 
Wedding 

Announcement 
section

Contact: Carrie Mills, 
Advertising Manager

615-354-1699
e-mail: carrie@nashvillejcc.org

fax: 615-352-0056

Deadline for listing is 
the 15th of the month 

prior to publication.
Cost is $0.40 per word

$15 per photo

Classified AdsClassified Ads

ADVERTISE TODAY
e-mail Carrie Mills 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org

CAREER 
OPPORTUNITY

Launch Your Travel Career with 
Expedia Cruiseshipcenters
Join Our Team Today!
Passion for travel, Flexible hours, 
Fun environment
7081 Hwy 70 S, Suite W, 
Nashville, TN 37221
629-202-8945

COMPANION 
CAREGIVER 
AVAILABLE

Award winning, experienced, 
kind, compassionate, companion 
caregiver available for new 
clients. Over 15 years experi-
ence. Excellent references.
Please leave a message and I will 
return your call.
Call Lorraine 615-673-0483.

To access the Community Calendar,
go to www.jewishnashville.org 

and click on “Calendar.”
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Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

4807 Gallatin Road
615-262-1313

MARSHALL-DONNELLY-COMBS FUNERAL HOME
327-1111

For Over 150 years, our dedication to service and personal attention has made us 
the premier choice of families in our community. Our staff is dedicated to compassionately

supporting your family before, during and after the loss of your loved one.
201 25th Ave North (at Centennial Park) Nashville, Tennessee 37203

Crossword solution

Hebrew lettering included.
Compliments of All Seasons

ALL SEASONS 
MEMORIALS

6014 Lenox Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37209

615.356.0738

I like to come here, Franz.  As I have for nearly twenty years now.

And the rose bush has turned into a lovely little tree.

I never had such a green thumb as you did, Franz. Probably you helped me there a

little bit, don’t you think?  And if one of the roots reaches down to you,

then that means a little bit of you is in the blossoms and you can

see the summer every year.

The people who run the cemetery said that the rose bush can

stay when the lease on the plot runs out.

around the town
Jewish Metro 
Council members 
will speak at first 
meeting of social 
justice group

Jewish members of the Metro 
Council will speak at the first communi-
ty meeting of the Nashville Jewish Social 
Justice Roundtable (NJSJR) from 7-8:30 
p.m. on Wednesday, July 20 at West End 
Synagogue. 

Council Members Fabian Bedne, 
Dave Rosenberg, Jim Shulman and Sheri 
Weiner have been invited to talk about 
how Jewish values help them in their 
deliberations on issues vital to Nashville. 
There will be a question and answer ses-
sion following the panel. 

“We invite everyone in the Jewish 
community to join us at our premiere 
event to meet and listen to our Jewish 
council members and to learn about 
the mission of the NJSJR,” said Irwin 
Venick, co-leader. 

NJSJR is a transparent organization 
dedicated to raising awareness of the 
social justice concerns facing our city, 
including poverty, housing, immigra-
tion, education, civility and religion in 
schools. 

“Six months ago,” said Avi Poster, 
co-leader, “a small group of us got togeth-
er to see how we, as Jews, could impact 
domestic social justice policies on the 
local level. This meeting is the public 
launch of that effort.” 

In addition to the panel discussion, 
those who attend will hear about the mis-
sion of  the organization, discuss domestic 
policy issues of concern to them and have 
the opportunity to sign up for notices of 
future meetings and actions. 

For information about NJSJR, our 
activities, position statements, steering 
committee and more, go to our blog 
site, www.jsjrnashville.org. For additional 
information about the July 20 event, con-
tact jsjrnashville@gmail.com. 

Israeli folk dancers 
offering classes at 
the GJCC

The Nashville Israeli Folk Dancers 
have started offering ongoing classes 
on Wednesday evenings at the Gordon 
Jewish Community center.

The classes are at 6:30-8:30 p.m. in 
the aerobics/dance studio.  There is no 
cost but donations are accepted.  

The folk dance group also offers 
classes from 7-9 p.m. on Thursdays at the 
Vanderbilt University Schulman Center 
for Jewish Life as well as at 10:30 a.m. on 
Fridays at Akiva School. 

“We are hoping that being at the 
GJCC will offer more opportunity to the 
community to come try the classes as well 
as hopefully attracting new member to 
the J,” said Sharon Morrow, one of the 
leaders of the group.

For more information contact 
Morrow morrow7141@comcast.net or 
Evelyn Koch at kochevelyn@hotmail.com 

GJCC exhibitions 
will include 
collaborative works 
involving death 
row inmates

The Gordon Jewish Community 
Center’s July art exhibits will a collection 
of collaborative works involving prison-
ers on Tennessee’s death row along with 
the work of Nashville 
artist Jessica Saterstrom 
Eichman and works 
from children at the 
GJCC’s Camp Davis. 
The exhibits will run 
from July 6-31.

“Unit 2 Voices: 
Inside and Outside the 
Walls” will be in Sig 
Held Gallery. It is a col-
laboration among stu-
dent and faculty artists 
in Nashville and New 
York and prisoners on 
Unit 2, the death row 
unit at Tennessee’s 
Riverbend Maximum 
Security Prison in 
Nashville. The three-
year project was led by 
Robin Paris, associate 
professor and chair of 
the department of pho-
tography at Watkins 
College of Art, Design 
& Film in Nashville; 
Tom Williams, assis-
tant professor of art 
history at Watkins, 
and Barbara Yontz, pro-
fessor of visual art at 
St. Thomas Aquinas 
College in Sparkill, NY.

The works include several artistic 
initiatives, each a work of collaboration 
between artist and prisoner developed 
during weekly class meetings at the pris-
on. They are intended to show an artistic 
dialogue across the walls of prison as they 
address the 

Eichman’s work be exhibitee in the 
Janet Levine March Gallery. Her career 
in graphic design has given her a love 
of visual composition and an awareness 
of the communicative power of shape, 
line and color. These design elements 
took on new life when she fell in love 
with painting. Her 2012 design for a 
public art sculpture, “City Irises,” select-
ed as a winner by Nashville Metro Arts 
Council, was cast in steel and installed in 

Nashville’s Hermitage Park. 
The annual Camp Davis exhibit will 

be in Janet Levin March Gallery 2.
A reception for the artists is from 

6:30-8:30 p.m. Wednesday, July at the 
GJCC.  There will be live music by DJ 
Spun Counterguy along with compli-
mentary food and wine to accompany 
the event.  For more information, con-
tact the GJCC at 615.354-1699, Curator 
Carrie Mills at carrie@nashvillejcc.org, 
or go to www.nashvillejcc.org. 
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PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
OPTOMETRIST

DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS

A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS
JONATHAN GLUCK, DDS, MSD

Specialist in Orthodontics 
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics

Green Hills  269-5903
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200

www.drgluck.com

PRINTING & SIGNS

More than fast.  More than signs®

Fastsigns.com/2098
(615) 647-8500

Email: FASTSIGNS.2098@fastsigns.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, PhD, LPC
Psychotherapy for Individuals, 

Adolescents and Couples
Please contact: 615-473-4815

or ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt.edu

REAL ESTATE

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting 

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING

The Observer    Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES

ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now
 carries a full line of home appliances 
as well as consumer electronics! We 
have the brands you know and trust: 

Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag, 
General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG. 
Count on Electronic Express to help 

you make the best choice. Nobody beats 
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16 

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Your Total Design Center

Lighting • Appliances • Kitchens
Baths • Hardware • Plumbing

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY

LISA B. FORBERG, ESQ
Practical Legal Solutions that

Preserve Your Assets and
Protect Your Privacy

FORBERG LAW OFFICE
A Collaborative Approach to

Divorce & Family Law
1612 Westgate Circle #220

Brentwood, TN  37027
615-767-5930

www.forberg-law.com

MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY
Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate

Fifth Third Center
424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

BALLOON DECOR

PARTY ANIMALS
Balloon Decor & Entertainment

615-941-3177
www.PartyAnimalsTN.com

CARE GIVER

FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE

JAMES A. ROTHBERG
ADAM ROTHBERG

James A. Rothberg & Associates
Office:  615-997-1833

Fax: 615-665-1300
1 Burton Hills Blvd.  Suite 220

Email: jrothberg@jarinsurance.com
info@jarinsurance.com

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Diane Sacks
Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business, 

Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection
6213 Charlotte Pike, Nashville, TN 37209

615-356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

MUSICIANS AND DJs

BLUE TONE MUSIC
Jewish Wedding Ceremonies

The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band
DJ Services. 615-352-6358

www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST

HOWARD  ROSENBLUM, M.D.
Eye Physician & Surgeon

Nashville Eye Center
St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS

TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 
Swimming Headquarters 

3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.) • 973-1117 (cell) 
nanspeller2014@gmail.com

Franklin Pargh and Lana Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

synergyrealtynetwork.com
Franklin’s cell: 615-351-7333 

Email: fpargh@me.com
Lana’s cell: 615-504-2685

Email: lanapargh@gmail.com

www.Zeitlin.com

Advertise in our Professional Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the Nashville and Middle Tennessee area by 
taking advantage of this cost-effective way to reach a loyal repeat audience!

Call Carrie Mills,Advertising Manager to place your professional listing.  
Phone 615-354-1699 

or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

Local Expertise...Global Exposure!

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR®
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779  
Office:  615.463.3333

Patricia Straus, MBA, Broker, CRS
RE/MAX Elite

Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele
www.PatriciaStraus.com

patricia@patriciastraus.com
O: 615.661.4400
M: 615.305.8465
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 The Jewish Federation and Foundation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee 
would like to thank our incredible community of volunteers for helping us fulfill 
our mission to enrich the lives of Jews in Nashville, Israel, and in 70 countries 

around the globe. Without your hard work, none of this would be possible. 

JOIN US! If you would like to become a Jewish Federation volunteer, 
please contact Mark S. Freedman, Executive Director 

at mark@jewishnashville.org or (615) 356-3242. 


