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Be Counted!
Letters and emails have gone out to those families randomly
selected to participate in a survey of the local Jewish population.
If you are among those who have received them, please follow
the instructions about how to complete the survey confidential-
ly, either online or by telephone.  In making your voice heard, you
will be contributing to the quality of Jewish life in Nashville and
Middle Tennessee.

Members of the Christian clergy mission to Israel pose on the Golan Heights near the border with Syria. Photo by Ron Galbraith

Local Christian clergy return from mission with 
appreciation for complexity of Israeli-Palestinian conflict 

By CHARLES BERNSEN 

“I
t’s complicated.” 

Those two words came to
be the catch phrase of the
nine Christian pastors from
Nashville who returned last
month from a mission to

Israel with leaders of the local Jewish
community. 

Organized by The Temple and the
Community Relations Committee of the
Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee, the mission was an
effort to address increasing criticism of
Israel among mainline Christian denom-
inations in the United States, particular-
ly calls to embrace the so-called BDS
(boycott, divest and sanction) movement
against the Jewish state. 

“The situation is much more com-
plex than I had thought,” said Rev. Vicki
Burgess of St. Philip’s Episcopal Church.
“It’s not black and white, good guys and 

Continued on page 3

By CHARLES BERNSEN

T
he board of the Jewish
Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee has
unanimously approved a
funding plan for the new
fiscal year that maintains

or increases allocations for the vast
majority of the 70 local, national and
international programs and institutions
it supports.

The funding plan was recommended
by the Federation’s Grants Committee
following a three-month review process.
The total distribution for 2015-2016 is
$1,965,091, which represents about 91
percent of the $2.15 million projected
for the annual campaign at the time of
the deliberations.

“While the Grants committee com-
pletes the bulk of its work in the spring,

co-chairs Lisa Perlen and Ben Russ work
year round, conducting site visits, work-
ing with agencies to improve collabora-
tions and streamline services where pos-
sible, and responding to emerging
needs,” said Harriet Schiftan, director of
planning and Partnership2Gether for
the Federation. Their commitment and
leadership greatly enhances the quality
of our funding process and ultimately our
community’s services.”

Perlen, who became chair of the 2016
annual campaign last month after com-
pleting her tenure as chair of the Grants
Committee, praised its members for their
“thoughtful analysis and hard work.” 

Fed board approves grants of 
$1.965 million for fiscal year 2015-16

7 high-priority local programs see increases

“Kosher Cuts:
Music Together”

Nashville musician Robbie Hecht performs his
song “I don’t believe it” on June 15 at the
annual meeting of the Jewish Federation and
Foundation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee. The song is one of 16 on a new CD
of original music by Jewish artists from the
United States and Israel sponsored by the
Federation through the Partnership2Gether
initiative. A story about the meeting and the
CD, “Kosher Cuts: Music Together, is on Page 2
Photo by Rick Malkin

“Their knowledge about the funded 
programs is both deep and wide, which
positions this group to annually chal-
lenge our service providers to review and
improve each and every program we
fund,” Perlen said. “Our goal is to be out-
standing stewards of the annual cam-
paign dollars while at the same time
doing as much as we can for Jews in need
locally and worldwide.”

Robin Cohen will succeed Perlen,
joining Russ as co-chair of the Grants
Committee.

The biggest chunk of the funds dis-
tributed by the Federation in the coming
year – 44 percent – will go to local pro-
grams and institutions, with almost
three-quarters of that going to programs
designated as having the highest priority. 

Of those Priority 1 programs, seven
are receiving increases: Jewish enrichment 

Continued on page 2
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Grants
Continued from page 1
programs and scholarships for the
Gordon Jewish Community Center’s
Camp Davis, scholarships for local
Jewish pre-schools, community program-
ming at the GJCC, and three Jewish
Family Service (JFS) programs that pro-
vide senior services, information and
referral for those seeking social services,
and kosher food baskets for the needy. 

The board also approved the
Grants Committee recommendation to
elevate funding for the Federation’s
Community Relations Committee to
Priority 1 status in light of its reorgani-
zation to focus on three core issues:
Israel advocacy programing, responding
to anti-Semitism and outreach through
events such as the Community
Relations Seder and the community
Yom Hashoah commemoration. 

Priority 2 and 3 local programs
receiving increases this year are JFS
Family Life Education, the Global Day of
Jewish Learning sponsored by the
Federation, the GJCC Maccabi Games
Delegation and the Increase Your Israel
IQ program of the Federation’s
Community Relations Committee. 

The Grants Committee also renewed
funding for five programs begun last year
as part of the Federation’s New Initiative
Program, which provides grants to kick
start promising grassroots efforts in three
broad categories: next generation engage-
ment and leadership, services for seniors,
and Israel education and advocacy. The
refunded programs include:

• Torah on Tap, a program sponsored by
Sherith Israel that brings young adults
together to study traditional Jewish
texts a local restaurant bar. 

• Next Gen Passover Seders, a program
sponsored by The Temple that organ-
izes seders in homes of young adults in
East Nashville, the Gulch, and
Sylvan Park.

• Shalom Baby, a GJCC program that
provides gifts and resources from
Jewish organizations and congrega-
tions to the parents of newborns or
newly adopted children.

• Akiva School’s Thinking BIG pro-
gram, which educates parents of Akiva
students or prospective students about
the school’s areas of expertise.

• The Outreach to Seniors program in
which The Temple’s Junior Choir
stages a series of Sunday afternoon con-
certs for residents of Richland Place,
the Cumberland and the Blakeford.

Now in its sixth year, the New
Initiatives Grants program has funded 42
such programs. Many of them – Shalom
Taxi, PJ Library for children, and the
GJCC’s Thursday lunch program for sen-
iors, for example – have become main-
stays of the Jewish community. 

“The New Initiatives Grants are a
strategic avenue to meet the needs of
more Jews and strengthen our local
Jewish community,” Russ said. “By all
measurements, this program is wildly
successful and continues to foster cre-
ativity and reward innovation among our
service providers. We hope donor sup-
port will continue to enable us to offer
New Initiative Grants.”

Federation annual meeting serenaded with
music from new CD by U.S.-Israeli artists 

L
ast month’s annual meeting
of the Jewish Federation and
Foundation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee was not
just business as usual. In
addition to electing and

installing new officers, the meeting fea-
tured performances by musicians Robbie
Hecht and Lisa Silver of their contribu-
tions to a new CD of 16 original songs by
Jewish musicians from the United States
and Israel. 

“Kosher Cuts: Music Together” is
the result of a collaborative project spon-
sored by the Federation through
Partnership2Gether (P2G), an interna-
tional initiative that promotes collabora-
tive relationships between Jewish com-
munities in the United States and specif-
ic regions of Israel. The CD features an
eclectic mix of original music by Jewish
artists from the Hadera-Eiron region of
Israel and Nashville and other communi-
ties in the Partnership2Gether consor-
tium in the U.S. Southeast. 

Anyone interested in obtaining a
copy of the CD should contact Harriet
Schiftan, the Federation’s director of plan-
ning and Partnership2Gether, at (615)
354-1687 or harriet@jewishnashville.org.  

Hecht and Silver were introduced by
Nashville singer/songwriter/producer
Russell Wolff, who spearheaded the music
project along with Israeli producer Ofer
Ben-Zion. Wolff explained that the idea
for the CD was born during a Nashville
Federation mission to Israel in 2013.

“I am beyond humble that I had the
opportunity to travel to Israel for the first
time and do a project like this,” Wolff

said. All the artists, including more than
a half dozen from Nashville, donated
their time and talent. 

More than 100 people attended the
annual meeting on June 15 at the
Gordon Jewish Community center to
elect new officers and board members. 

Carol Hyatt, who began her second
year as Federation president, spoke briefly
about important accomplishments during
the past year, including a new program to
enlist volunteer ambassadors to welcome
newcomers to the Nashville Jewish com-
munity, a demographic study of the
Nashville Jewish community that is cur-
rently underway, the hiring of a new
communication and marketing specialist
for the Federation and the formation of a
committee that will undertake a compre-
hensive review of a core Federation prior-
ity – services for seniors. 

The meeting also included:  
• Remarks by two members of the

Christian clergy delegation who had
just returned from a Federation mission
to Israel. (See related story on Page 1) 

• A presentation by Tennessee Rep.
John Ray Clemmons of the anti-BDS
resolution approved by the legislature
and signed by the governor.

• Remarks from Nancy Flexer about her
experience last December on the
Partnership2Gether teachers
exchange trip to Israel.

• Announcement of the new B’nai
Tzedek funds established over the past
year with the Jewish Foundation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee.

• Presentation of the Young Leadership
Award to Tara Lerner, a leader of the

Federation’s NowGen Nashville divi-
sion for young adults. 

Several outgoing officers and board
members were recognized at the meet-
ing:  2015 Annual Campaign Chair Ted
Mayden, congregational rabbinic repre-

sentative Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel and
board members Faith Haber Galbraith
and Amy Smith as well as as well as Lisa
Perlen, who stepped down down as chair
of the Grants Committee to succeed
Mayden as campaign chair. c

Russell Wolff holds a copy of the CD “Kosher Cuts: Music Together,” which is now available
through the Federation. Wolff produced the CD along with Israeli musician Ofer Ben-Zion.  Photo

by Rick Malkin

Slightly more than 34 percent of
the annual campaign funds distributed
by the Federation will go to programs in
Israel and elsewhere overseas, the same
percentage as the fiscal year just ended.
Schiftan noted that decisions about
overseas distributions were informed
this year by a review of all funded pro-
grams by a 14-member committee
chaired by board member Fred
Zimmerman.   

Funding to the Federation’s two core
overseas partners – The Jewish Agency
for Israel and the American Joint
Distribution Committee (JDC) – will
remain the same. However, using some
unexpended funds earmarked for over-
seas needs from the 2012-2013 annual
campaign, the Federation will be able to
increase funding for five elective over-
seas programs. They are:
• Partnership2Gether, the initiative

that links regions of Israel with Jewish
communities around the world as a

Please support The Observer

T
he Jewish Observer of
Nashville is the only com-
prehensive source of
information about the
Jewish community of
Middle Tennessee. To

continue delivering the news and infor-
mation you have come to expect, we
need your support. 

In this issue you will find an enve-
lope with which you can make a tax
deductible contribution to the annual

Observer Patron Campaign. A $25
donation covers the annual cost of print-
ing and mailing The Observer to a single
home, but we hope you will consider
donating at one of the higher levels:
Reporter ($50), Editor ($100) or
Publisher ($150). c

way of strengthening their sense of
peoplehood. 

• The Ethiopian National Project in
Hadera, which aims to integrate
Ethiopian-Israelis into Israeli society. 

• The JDC program that supports at-
risk seniors in the former Soviet
Union.

• A World Ort Technology Grant to a
traditional girls high school in
Hadera.

• MAKSAM, a program for disadvan-
taged Ethiopian-Israeli youth in
Hadera.

About 2 percent of the annual cam-
paign funds goes to regional, national
and international organizations that sup-
port the Nashville Jewish community
and promote pluralism in Israel. This
year the Federation is giving modest
increases to Jewish Children’s Regional
Services and the Hillel chapter on the
campus of the University of Tennessee-
Knoxville. c
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Mission
Continued from page 1
bad guys. And one thing I do understand
now is that BDS is not all any kind of
solution to the problem.”  

In brief remarks at the Federation’s
annual meeting last month, Rev.
Burgess vowed to take that message to
the 78th Triennial Convention of the
Episcopal Church in St. Lake City,
which coincidently began on June 22,
less than three weeks after her return
from Israel. Among the dozens of reso-
lutions considered by the delegates were
five that supported BDS or other anti-
Israel positions.  

“I don’t believe this is a good move
for our church, and my hope is that our
Nashville delegation will make a differ-
ence in the outcome,” said Rev. Burgess,
who chaired the Nashville delegation.

Another member of the mission,
Rev. Tom Gildemeister of Belle Meade
United Methodist Church, also spoke at
the Federation’s annual meeting. Rev.
Gildemeister said he left Israel with a
“broken heart” over the plight of Israelis
as well as Palestinian and acknowledged
that he still has questions about Israeli
settlements in the West Bank. 

“But boycotting Israel, divesting
pension fund investments in Israel …
and instituting sanctions against Israel
are obscene,” he said. “This singles out
Israel when there are so many others who
are complicit in the mess over there.” 

Other clergy members on the mis-
sion were Rev. Dr. Judy Cummings of
New Covenant Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), Rev. Thomas
Kleinert of Vine Street Christian Church
(Disciples of Christ), Rev. Michael
O’Bannon of First United Methodist
Church of Murfreesboro, Rev. Kim
Rodrigue of Trinity Presbyterian Church,
Rev. Gail Seavey of First Unitarian
Universalist Church of Nashville, Rev.
Tambi Swiney of Immanuel Baptist
Church, and Rev. Warner Durnell, the
executive Presbyter of the Middle
Tennessee Presbytery.

Members of the Jewish community
on the trip included Rabbi Mark
Schiftan of The Temple; Mark S.
Freedman, executive director of the
Federation; Carol Hyatt, Federation
president; Lisa Perlen, Federation cam-
paign chair; Arthur Perlen, chair of the
Federation’s Community Relations
Committee; Abbie Wolf, Federation
community relations director, and busi-
ness executive Ron Galbraith, who
served as a moderator and facilitator dur-
ing the group’s daily discussions about
what they had seen and heard.

Mainline Christian is the term used
to describe theologically liberal
Protestant denominations whose
national leadership has become increas-
ingly critical of Israel in its conflict with
the Palestinians. Galbraith said the idea
behind the mission was to address this
trend by taking a small group of local
mainline clerical leaders to Israel, not to
lecture and indoctrinate them to a par-
ticular point of view but rather to
expose them to the situation in all its
complexity. The pastors’ only commit-
ment was to share what they learned
with their congregations. 

The group’s itinerary was set by
Freedman and Rabbi Schiftan. Although
it included visits to the Yad Vashem
Holocaust museum, the Western Wall
and Christian Holy sites like the Church
of the Holy Sepulcher, much of the mis-
sion was devoted to touring areas at the
heart of the continuing political conflict
– the Golan Heights and the West Bank,
where they saw the separation barrier and
visited Palestinian towns, a refugee camp
and an Israeli settlement.

The itinerary was “carefully crafted to
get different perspectives,” Gabraith said,
and the group’s frequent encounters with
Israelis and Palestinians were not scripted. 

“We really had no idea how it was
going to turn out,” he said. 

As a result, the group’s experience
was nuanced, honest and revealing in a
way that challenged many of the assump-
tions they had come with, Galbraith said. 

“When you actually feel the fabric
of the society and see that there isn’t just
one Israeli view and one Palestinian

view … it’s hard to maintain the sim-
plistic assumptions you come with,”
Galbraith said.

Asked to describe a particularly
revealing moment, Rev. Burgess

recalled the group’s encounter with a
young Palestinian Muslim man at the
barrier wall. 

“He shouted his way through the
story of the West Bank,” she said, “plac-
ing equal blame on his people and on the
Israeli government for the limited move-
ment and opportunities for Palestinians.”

Both she and Rev. Gildemeister also
mentioned the group’s trip to one of the
West Bank settlements, where they
talked with a young Israeli mother who
said her family lived there because they
couldn’t afford to live in Jerusalem but
would gladly leave if they knew it would
result in peace. 

Not all he trip was aimed at explor-
ing the political conflict. The clergy
members had time to sip wine while sit-
ting at the edge of the Sea of Galilee,
study with scholars at the Pardes Institute
for Jewish Studies, explore Jerusalem’s
Old City – where Rev. Gildemeister con-
fessed he got lost – and experience a
Shabbat dinner at the home of a young
modern Orthodox couple. 

“Singing, talking, sharing, eating
course after course – the hours in that
peaceful home taught me to rethink my
own Sabbath observance,” Rev. Burgess
said. 

Freedman said the mission did more
than just provide influential local
Christian clergy with a better under-
standing of the complexity of the politi-
cal situation, one they would not likely
get from U.S. media. 

“Most of all, it was an effort to build
bridges between the mainline Christian
community and our Jewish community,”
he said. “With more challenging days
ahead for Israel, we need every friend we
can get. I believe we accomplished this
goal by exposing our clergy friends to the
Israel we know and love.” c

Residential Real Estate is What I do!
Buying, Selling, or Investing

Cell: 615-351-7333 
Office: 615-371-2424
Fax: 615-371-2429

FRANKLIN PARGH
REALTOR

email: fpargh@me.com franklinpargh.com 
1585 Mallory Lane 
Suite 103
Brentwood, TN 37027

As a visual metaphor of its complex history, guide Doron Wilfand placed a hat on the head of
Rev. Warner Durnell symbolizing each group with a cultural claim to the Holy Land. Photo by Ron

Galbraith

This young Israel woman, Batia Cohen, told
the pastors she would leave her home in a
West Bank settlement if she was sure doing
so would mean that her children would live in
peace with Palestinians. Photo by Mark Freedman

Rev. Dr. Judy Cummings enjoys a dip in the
Jordan River at Kasser Al Yahud, the site
where it is believed John the Baptist baptized
Jesus.  Photo by Mark Freedman

This Palestinian man, Rami Nazzal, expressed
frustration not just with Israelis but also with
the leaders of his own people for failing to
resolve the ongoing conflict.   Photo by Ron Galbraith

See what’s happening 
in the community. 

Go to www.jewishnashville.org
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events rel-
evant to the Jewish community of
Greater Nashville. We prefer e-mailed
submissions, which should be sent as
Word documents to Editor Charles
Bernsen at charles@jewishnashville.org.
Photos must be high resolution (at least
300 dpi) and should be attached as jpegs
to the e-mail with the related news item
or story. For material that cannot be e-
mailed, submissions should be sent to
Charles Bernsen, The Jewish Observer,
801 Percy Warner Blvd., Suite 102,
Nashville TN 37205. Photos and copy
sent by regular mail will not be returned
unless prior arrangement is made.
Publication is at the discretion of The
Observer, which reserves the right to
edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, at
615-354-1699, or by email at
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.
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President’s Memo

By CAROL HYATT

I
t is hard for me to believe that my
term as president of the board of
the Jewish Federation of Nashville
and Middle Tennessee is already
half over. It has been such an
honor and a privilege to serve our

community, and I feel
proud of all that has
been accomplished, as
well as excited about
our plans for the com-
ing year. It is gratifying
to have gotten to know
so many more of the
incredible people who
help to create the Best
Jewish Nashville. I learn more all the
time about the good work that is done
through our collective efforts, and I feel
a deep sense of gratitude to everyone
who helps make that a reality.

A year ago, when I was first learning
the ropes as president, the Gaza war was
being waged and we gathered at the
Gordon Jewish Community Center to
show our support for and solidarity with
Israelis. While it was a challenging time,
it was comforting to come together and
encouraging to realize how many in our
community are deeply committed to
Israel's safety and security.

Having returned recently from my
fourth trip to Israel, I find my attach-
ment to and respect for Israel and its
people even stronger. One cannot help
but notice how small a country it is

A gratifying first year

Federation
President Carol

Hyatt

(comparable in size to Connecticut) and
how brave are the Israelis, given the con-
tinued hostilities directed at them. What
is a wonder, given the circumstances, is
how friendly and warm is the welcome
one receives, and how comfortable it
feels to be there.

My husband Larry and I have
already signed up to join the next
Federation mission trip at the end of
March next year. I hope many of you will
plan to go as well. What a wonderful
opportunity it will be for us to experi-
ence something very special together. I
am so pleased that all of our synagogues
plan to participate. The choices avail-
able each day make this trip appealing
whether you are visiting Israel for the
first time or have been many times
before.

While there have been many chal-
lenges and much to learn, one of the
highlights of this past year was the
President's Award Dinner honoring
Annette Eskind, Richard and Jane
Eskind, Bernice and Joel Gordon, and
Madeline (of blessed memory) and
Eugene Pargh. So many attended the
event to show how much we appreciate
and respect these pillars of our Jewish
community and to thank them for the
proud legacy they have created for us and
for all of Nashville.

I am delighted that the Ambassador
program is becoming a reality and will be
starting with a focus on welcoming new-
comers to our community. An initial
meeting for volunteers will be held in
early July, so if you are interested in help-
ing out, it is not too late to get involved.

A senior services advisory commit-
tee is also being organized, chaired by
Sandy Averbuch. The committee will
first take a look at senior transportation
services, Buzz-a-Bus and Shalom Taxi,
which Federation funds. The committee
will then turn its attention to other sen-

ior needs and try to ensure that we are
meeting current critical needs as well as
planning wisely for the future.

Our demographic study is well
underway, and we can look forward to
receiving the report by the end of the
year. The input we receive will give us
valuable guidance, so please take the
time to answer the call or to respond
online if you are one of those chosen at
random for the survey.

The NowGen program, which offers
a wide array of activities for young adults,
has been ably led by Lauren Mielziner
and Tara Lerner, who was recognized for
her efforts with the Young Leadership
award, and has become a new Federation
board member. It is with sadness that we
say goodbye to Lauren as she moves with
her new husband to Orlando, but we are
grateful for all she has done.

Our partnership with the
Hadera/Eiron region of Israel was ably
led for three years by Rachel Koch, and
this year Faith Haber-Galbraith has
taken on the leadership of this important
initiative which builds bridges between
our communities in a variety of ways. 

Twenty-two teenagers from
Nashville participated on the Get
Connected trip that recently returned
from Israel, accompanied by our Israeli
shlichah, Liron Finklestein, and two
other chaperones. This month teens
from our partnership region will come to
Nashville, where they will stay with
local families and help out with the
GJCC's summer camp program.

Another successful exchange pro-
gram sends a group of teachers to Hadera
every other year while on alternate years
a group of their teachers come here. It is
heartwarming to hear of the impact
these kinds of exchanges have on the
participants.

While I could go on and on about
the many accomplishments of the past
year, I will close by once again thanking
all of you who contribute your time, your
dollars and your support for the efforts of
our Federation. Together, we make a
world of difference! c

Carol Hyatt is president of the board of
the Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee.

Standing against BDS

Tennessee Gov. Bill Haslam signs a resolution that condemns the Boycott, Divestment and
Sanctions movement targeted against Israel and expresses concern over the increasing
instances of anti-Semitism locally, nationally and worldwide. The resolution was approved over-
whelmingly by the Tennessee General Assembly in April. With Haslam are State Rep. Charles
Sargent (standing, from left), State Sen. Dolores Gresham, Laurie Cardoza-Moore, Bernie and
Maria Pargh, Joanne Bregman, State Sen. Mark Norris, Mark S. Freedman, and State Rep. John
Ray Clemmons. 

See what’s happening in 
the community.  Go to www.jewishnashville.org



The Observer  July 2015 5

After a year’s absence, Nashville will send
12 teens to Maccabi Games in Milwaukee

F
or most of Nashville’s 12-
member contingent heading
to the upcoming 2015 JCC
Maccabi Games, this year’s
competition will be a special
one. 

Many of them are turning 16 this
year, which means this will be the last
time they will be eligible to compete in
the annual gathering of Jewish youth
from around the world for competitions
in sports ranging from swimming and
track and field to soccer and volleyball.
And for many of the 10 members of
Nashville’s flag football team, the five-
day competition in Milwaukee will offer
a chance to win the gold medal that
eluded the team two years ago when it
lost the championship game to a team
from Miami and had to settle for silver. 

The Nashville contingent consists
of Alex Freedman, Tyler Jacobs, Josh
Morin, Eli Murphy, Nate Petty, Jonathan
Reilly, Matthew Schwarcz, Illanit Sedek,
Isaac Sedek, Jake Wolfson, Yotam Yemin
and Andrew Zolensky. In addition to the
10-person football team, the Nashville
group includes a swimmer and a baseball
player who participate with a team from
San Diego. 

The Maccabi Games are funded in
part by a grant from the Jewish Federation
of Nashville and Middle Tennessee.

The Nashville teens will be among
3,000 youth ages 12-16 competing at
three sites – Aug. 2-7 in Milwaukee and
Dallas and Aug. 9-16 in Fort Lauderdale,

FL. It is led by Andrew Schulman, who
became sports and recreation coordina-
tor at the Gordon Jewish Community
Center on Jan. 1. He will be joined by
Nashville Associate BBYO Director
Andrew Exler, coach of the flag football
team, and Katie Scheinberg, who is tak-

ing a break from her studies at the
Indiana University Medical school to be
a chaperone. 

Nashville did not send anyone to
the 2014 Maccabi Games, Schulman
said, “so it’s kind of nice to regain
momentum this year and get back into
double digits.” 

He’s also optimistic about next
Nashville’s future at the Maccabi Games.
Though many of this year’s competitors
will “age out,” Schulman said there are
“a bunch of 13 year olds waiting in the
wings.”  c

Members of the Nashville and Miami flag football teams pose for a photo following the 2013
championship game won by Miami. Seven members of that team are headed back to the
Maccabi Games next month and hope to win gold this time. 

The Nashville contingent’s logo, which was
designed by Dustin Rusbarsky with input
from the teen athletes. 

Julia Cohen receives 2015 Kehillah Award 
as outstanding high school senior

J
ulia Cohen, daughter of
Jonathan and Renee Cohen, is
the recipient of the 2015
Kehillah Award, which is given
annually to a Jewish high school
senior in the metro Nashville
area who exemplifies outstanding
character and commitment to

both the Jewish community and the larg-
er Nashville community. 

Cohen, 18, who graduated this
spring from Franklin High School, has
been a youth leader at West End
Synagogue, where she served as secre-
tary, vice president and president of the
United Synagogue Youth chapter. She
also helped lead Shabbat services for the
Junior Congregation and has been a reg-
ular presence at the Beit Miriam
Religious School, where she volunteered
as a teachers’ aide.  

In a letter of support, Sharon Paz,

director of lifelong
learning at WES,
described Cohen as
“an exceptional
young woman …
who gets things
done” and an
“excellent student
committed to learn-
ing.” 

At school Julia
played on the

Franklin High varsity tennis team while
maintaining a 4.4 grade point average
and earning recognition as an advanced
placement scholar. She also received the
“Top 25 Students Award.”

As the recipient of the Kehillah
Award, Cohen will receive $500 cour-
tesy of the Doyne Family Fund at the
Jewish Foundation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee to be used toward her

Julia Cohen

Nashville cousin proud to witness Medal 
of Honor ceremony for Jewish WWI soldier

M
ore than 60 members
of William Shemin’s
family were in atten-
dance last month
when President
Obama awarded him

the Medal of Honor posthumously for
actions during combat almost 100 years
ago during World War I. Among them
was his distant cousin, Rochelle Shemin
Isaacs of Nashville. 

“It was such an honor to be at the
White House attending the ceremony,”
said Isaacs, who has lived in Nashville
for 37 years and works in the Early
Childhood Learning Center at the

Gordon Jewish Community Center. 
“Not only did it increase my

patriotism toward my country, but it also
made me feel more proud to be a member
of the Shemin family. It was an experi-
ence I’ll never forget.” 

Shemin, a Jewish forester from New
Jersey, lied about his age and joined the
Army, where he was a sergeant assigned
to G Company, 2nd Battalion, 47th
Infantry Regiment, 4th Division of the
American Expeditionary Forces. 

He was recognized for his actions
near the Vesle River in France during a
bloody three-day battle. Three times he
ventured into the 150-yard “hell of no Sgt. William Shemin Photo courtesy of Shemin family

man’s land” between the German and
Allied trenches in order to rescue
wounded comrades, the President noted.
And with officers and senior non-com-
missioned officers wounded or dead, the
young Sergeant Shemin stepped up to
take command. 

Shemin received the posthumous
award along with fellow Army Sgt.
Henry Johnson. The honor came after
years of work by loved ones and advo-
cates of the two soldiers, one Jewish and
the other African American, who argued
that they were denied the nation’s top
honor for battlefield valor because of dis-
crimination. c

education.  She is planning to attend
Washington University in the fall.

Nominees for the Kehillah Award,
formerly known as the Ralph Shepard
Award, must demonstrate a positive
attitude, maturity, achievement as
well as participation in the Jewish
community. This includes participa-
tion in a Jewish youth group, Jewish
educational study, congregational life,
community service within the congre-
gation, school and the larger Nashville
community.  

Teens are nominated by their syna-
gogues, educational directors, rabbis or
youth group advisors. Nominees com-
plete an application, including two
essays, which are then redacted to pre-
serve anonymity and sent to all past
Kehillah/Ralph Shepard Award winners,
who review the applications and cast
their vote. c

See what’s happening in 
the community.  Go to

www.jewishnashville.org
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Fall 2015 Calendar of Upcoming Events for 
Young Adults at The Temple 

July 9, 2015 – 6:00 PM
Cheekwood Family Night Out 
Bring dinner & a blanket and enjoy the 

music of The WannaBeatles 

July 18, 2015 – 6:00 PM
Progressive Dinner 

Join other young adults from the congregation 
in a fun evening out- appetizers at The Temple, 

dinner at various restaurants around town 
and dessert together. 

August 6, 2015 – 7:00 PM
Nashville Sounds vs. Memphis Game 

Hang out with friends and enjoy 
an evening at the new stadium.

September 13 & 14 - Rosh Hashanah - September 22 & 23 - Yom Kippur 
Experience the High Holy Days at The Temple in a warm, welcoming and meaningful way.  

September 23, 2015 
Break-the-Fast at Rabbi Michael Shulman’s home

Food and friends together to 
celebrate the New Year!

October 3, 2015 
Sukkot Under the Stars

Chill in a sukkah 
with dinner, drinks & friends.

young adult community and programs, contact 
Rabbi Michael Shulman, 

Director of Education & Next Generation Programming 
at rabbishulman@templenashville.org or 615-352-7620.

The Next Events.
The Next Generation.
The Temple. 
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~ Innovative values-based curriculum with 
an emphasis on hands-on activities 

and experiences

~ Emphasis on preparing our students for a 
strong and active Jewish future

~ Teachers who care about and nurture our 
children and have a passion for Judaism 

~ Elective Junior High and High School 
program where teens get to choose what 
they want to learn throughout the year 

~ Student - centered social action initiatives 
in partnership with organizations 

around Nashville 

~ Engaging and meaningful 
family programs for grades K-7 

~ Monthly ‘Taste of Religious School’ 
for Pre-K families 

~ Weekday Hebrew learning made easy 
and fun for grades 4-6

 ~ Dynamic Shabbat and holiday 
programs for all ages

For more information about our 
Religious School & educational opportunities 

for all ages at The Temple, contact 
Rabbi Michael Shulman, RJE 

Director of Education & Next Generation Programming 
at rabbishulman@templenashville.org or 615-352-7620.

The Temple Religious School.
Learning. Laughter. Love of Judaism.

Open House for new & prospective families:
Sunday,  August 30, 2015 

9:30 AM
A light brunch will be served
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1918 Broadway   615-329-NOSH (329-6674)
4014 Hillsboro Circle  615-269-3535
Nashville Intl Airport [A|B Terminal]   615-275-NOSH (275-6674)

www.noshville.com

Make Your Mother Happy...
Eat and Enjoy!!!

Dine-In, Carry Out
& Cateringg

Noted Israeli artist Lazarov adorns Akiva
School entryway with symbolic mural

I
sraeli muralist Hillel Lazarov
found his calling at a very young
age.

“When I was a child, my
teacher sent me to paint a wall,”
he says. “Now I have taken it full

circle and it’s what I do.” 
Lazarov, whose colorful work can be

found on walls and buildings throughout
Israel, was in Nashville last month to
paint murals at two schools – one in the
entrance hall of Akiva School and the
other at the Franklin Christian Academy
in Franklin.

Lazarov’s visit to Nashville is the
result of an effort to build a partnership
between the West Bank settlement of
Shaarei Tikva and the city of Franklin,
said Dave Fitzpatrick, executive director
of the Institute for Cross Cultural Affairs,
a non-profit organization based in

Franklin that is spearheading the effort. 
Lazarov has painted a number of

murals in Shaarei Tikva and become
friends with its mayor, Daniel Singer,
said Fitzpatrick. Singer encouraged
Lazarov to accept the institute’s invita-
tion to come to Nashville and do murals
at the two schools. 

To that end, Lazarov’s symbolic
mural at Akiva is heavy with symbolism:
With a Star of David at its center, it fea-
tures American and Israeli flags repre-
senting a connection between the two
communities and their nations, Lazarov
said, while images of the Western Wall
and iconic buildings in Nashville’s sky-
line symbolize both their traditional and
contemporary aspects.

The mural at Franklin Christian will
feature an eagle – the school’s mascot –
bursting through a brick wall.  c Hillel Lazarov says images in his mural at Akiva School symbolize the connection between Jews

in Nashville and and Israel.

West Coast artist donates outdoor 
sculpture to Micah to inspire commitment 

By CHARLES BERNSEN

T
here are several reasons
that Los Angeles artist
Marlene Louchheim
decided to donate one of
her sculptures to
Congregation Micah. 

First, she is a longtime friend of
Rabbi Laurie Rice’s mother and has
known Rabbi Rice “since she was in the
womb.” 

Second, the grounds at Micah are
spacious enough to accommodate the
sculpture, which consists of two over-
stuffed bags made of burlap and polished
bronze and aluminum and stands more
than seven feet tall. But most important,
Louchheim said, is the fact that Micah
embodies the theme of the piece, which
is titled “Filled with Commitment.” 

“Congregation Micah is very com-
mitted to Jewish life,” said Louchheim,
who was in Nashville last month to take
part in the installation of the piece. 

The sculpture was part of a four-
piece exhibition called “Commitment:
Gathering Sparks” that went on display
three years ago at the Hebrew Union
College-Jewish Institute of Religion’s
Jack H. Skirball Campus in Los Angeles.
At the time, Louchheim said she created
the piece in memory of her brother,
Wally Marks, who was committed to giv-
ing back to humanity and fighting for
global justice. 

Louchheim wanted to find a perma-
nent home for the piece at a Jewish insti-

Marlene Louchheim sits with her sculpture
“Filled with Commitment,” which was
installed last month on the grounds of
Congregation Micah. Photo courtesy of the artist

tution where, as a symbolic representa-
tion of her brother’s outsized commit-
ment to social justice, it could be an
inspiration to young people. 

“That’s why it’s so big,” she said. 
The sculpture will be installed behind

the sanctuary along the path to Micah’s
memorial garden and cemetery and will be
visible through the sanctuary window. 

“We are honored and grateful to
make a home for Filled with
Commitment at Micah,” said Rabbi
Laurie Rice. “Marlene Louchheim is
such an accomplished artist. Her gen-
erosity is astounding. We hope the piece
continues to inspire our members for
years to come.” c

Rally nets $10,000
for Federation

Mark Freedman (center), executive director of the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee, accepts a check for more than $10,000 from Mike McNally (left), Tennessee state
director of Christians United for Israel (CUFI), and Rev. Lyndon Allen, CUFI Central Region
Coordinator. The money was raised during a May 14 rally for Israel and against anti-Semitism
sponsored by CUFI at Forest Hills Baptist Church that drew more than 500 Christian Zionists.
The Federation will use the funds to support a program for disadvantaged Ethiopian children
in the Hadera-Eiron region of Israel
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Micah installs new executive
board and trustees

J
eff Landman was installed as
president of the Congregation
Micah Board of Trustees during
the congregation’s annual meet-
ing on June 26. 

Othe r  member s  o f  the
2015-2016 executive board are
Vice President Marty Mulford,

Secretary Richard M. Morin, Treasurer

Richard Abelson, and Marjean Coddon,
the immediate past president. 

Added as board members serving 3-
year terms are Wendy Kiepek, Bryan
Benjamin and David Friedman.
Continuing board members include
Steve Rothenstein, Paul Barnett, Travis
Curtis, Hilary Diskin, David Estrin, Jeff
Newman, and David Zolensky. c

Seeing is Belief-ing
By ANNA LAUREN LEVY

I
worked on a tourist visa when I
taught English in Bangkok. Every
three months my company would
send me out of the country
overnight to Vientiane, Laos so I
could re-enter Thailand with my

passport freshly
stamped. On one such
trip, when our van of
Russians, scuba diving
instructors, English
teachers and day labor-
ers arrived at the teak
wood hotel where we
would stay, I was paired
with a girl named Ida
with whom I was to share a room.

Ida was from Indonesia. Ida was
Muslim.  

With all I’d heard about the con-
flicts between Israel and Palestine,
between Jews and Muslims, I found
myself suddenly uncomfortable. I wasn’t
nervous for myself. But I couldn’t stop
wondering what Ida as an Indonesian
Muslim might think about Jews. She was
from the mountainous region of
Wonosobo. What kind of exposure had
she had to Jewish people. What if she’d
been indoctrinated with Jewish stereo-
types? I had Muslim friends in
America—I’d never worried about what
they thought of Judaism. But they were

American-Muslims. I knew them. We
ate meals together. But what was an
Indonesian-Muslim like? And how
would Ida react when she found out I
was Jewish.

As we chatted, Ida picked up on
none of my reservations. She swiped
through the photos and videos on her
Samsung. She showed me pictures of her
2-year-old daughter dressed in pink. Her
daughter dancing.  Her daughter with her
parents back in Wonosobo. There was a
photo of Ida and her daughter from the
last time Ida had been able to return
home from her job in Bangkok. She
showed me her friends, who were all
wearing brightly colored hijabs. 

“Look at my hands,” Ida said in bro-
ken English, “They are dry from being
in water all day.” Ida worked swiftlet
bird factory. Swiftlets provide a boom-
ing industry in Thailand. The birds are
kept in gutted high-rise buildings and
their nests are collected, cleaned and
exported to China, where they’re used
to make bird’s nest soup, a national del-
icacy. Ida’s job was to clean the excre-
ment off the nests. 

Ida and I were invited to join anoth-
er girl in visiting the Laos National
Museum, which featured historical
accounts and relics of the American
“imperialists” dropping bombs on Laos
during the “American War” of 1964-
1973. After the museum visit, Ida wanted

to take photos of me. She was stroking
my arm, hugging me, commenting on
how light my skin was, saying how she
couldn’t wait to show pictures of me to
her family. It was not an uncommon trav-
el phenomenon. While abroad, I was
often asked to have my picture taken.
Occasionally people would call their
children and have me practice English
with them.

While she was taking pictures of me,
I couldn’t help but wonder what would
happen when she found out I was Jewish.
Would she suddenly hate me? Would she
no longer want to show pictures of me to
her family? It would be easy to say noth-
ing. Had I been my younger self, I would-
n’t have said anything. I’d grown up
angry with Judaism because I had missed
out on non-Jewish events during  High
Holy Days and had not being able to
compare what Santa had brought me for
Christmas. But living away from home
and missing my family had reconnected
me to the essence of my identity, my val-
ues and configured beliefs. Now I wanted
to announce who I was and to know how
others would react to me being me.

“Ida,” I said, “you know…I’m
Jewish.”

She was flipping through her phone,
smiling over the pictures. The Vientiane
sun had glued sweat onto me. 

She looked up. “Oh,” she said,
“What’s that?”

I froze. I’ve lost her in translation, I
thought. She just doesn’t know what the
word is in English. So I tried to explain it
to her. “You know, like Moses and
Abraham and the Ten Commandments?
Israel?” I expected her to spew out at me,
especially at the mention of Israel. But
she just shook her head. “It’s a religion.
Like Christians. Muslims.” And when
she wanted to know about it, I stumbled,
“Jewish people believe in like one G-d.
Restoring the world to a better place.
Stuff like that.”

I let the subject fade into the back-
ground of more picture taking. Ida was
more interested in the skin of mine she
could touch than my intangible identi-
ty. And I’d overlooked who Ida was
completely. I’d missed the significance
of her showing me her photos and
telling me her stories. I’d been so con-
sumed to know who she was beyond
what I could see. c

Writer Anna Levy is a native
Memphian who is preparing to move to
Nashville after a stint in Brooklyn.  She stud-
ied abroad in Delhi, India while attending
Skidmore College. After graduating, she
taught English in Bangkok, Thailand for a
year. This article is the second in a summer
series of travel stories for The Observer about
her encounters with Jewish communities and
other cultures abroad. Learn more about
Anna and her writings at annalaurena.com.

Anna Lauren
Levy

Jewish bikers come to Nashville
to promote Holocaust awareness

A
bout 150 motorcyclists
from across the country
descended on the
Gordon Jewish
Community Center last
month for a breakfast

that kicked off a weekend of fun and
fundraising for a good cause. 

The bikers, all members of the
Jewish Motorcyclists Alliance (JMA),
were participating 11th Ride to
Remember, an annual event that raises
money to promote Holocaust awareness
and education.

“We’re harmless,” said JMA
President Ben Cohen, a lawyer from
Virginia Beach, VA who was wearing a
“Lost Tribe” leather jacket and a t-
shirt emblazoned with the logo “Guns
and Moses.” 

After breakfast at the GJCC, the

bikers embarked on a 50-mile trip that
included a nearby stretch of the Natchez
Trace Parkway before returning for
lunch and a tour of the Holocaust
memorial on the grounds of the GJCC. 

In addition to promoting
Holocaust awareness, the Ride to
Remember raises funds for specific pro-
grams through contributions from more
than 40 member clubs. Last year the
event took place in Oswego, NY and
raised about $100,000 to benefit a
museum at nearby Ft. Ontario that was
the site of the only U.S. camp for
Holocaust refugees. 

Money raised at this year’s event
will go the Tennessee Holocaust
Commission’s Holocaust Memories Film
Archive Project, which includes more
than 80 hours of film of more than 100
survivors and liberators. c

Ben Cohen, president of the Jewish Motorcyclists Alliance, surveys more than 100 motorcycles
parked outside Akiva School on the Gordon Jewish Community Center campus.

Roberta Goodman 
elected CSI president

R
oberta Goodman was
elected president of the
board at Congregation
Sherith Israel’s annual
meeting on June 7. She
succeeds Evelyn Koch,

who remains on the board as immediate
past president. 

Other officers elected for the 2015-
2016 fiscal year are  Greg Goldberg, vice
president of administration; Diana Lutz,
vice president of membership; Pam
Kelner, vice president of programming;
Shelly Lutz, treasurer; Marty
Kooperman, financial secretary, and
Even Rittenberg, recording secretary. 

New board members are Jay Amsel,
Libby Werthan, Lenn Goodman, Yuri
Livshitz, Larry Sacks and Eugene
Vorobeychik. 

Continuing board members are
Armin Begtrup, Bobbie Limor, Mark
Mitzman, Mosh Koch and Marisa
Mayhan. Ruth Levitt serves on the board
as president of the CSI Sisterhood. 

Gabboim Micah Coleman, Robert
Taeedkashani, and Sam Yazdian also
joined the board. Evelyn Koch
remains on the board in her capacity
as immediate past president of the
congregation. c

Roberta Goodman (right) succeeds Evelyn
Koch as president of Congregation Sherith
Israel.
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WES 3rd graders fulfill mitzvah of 
bal tashit by recycling plastic markers 

By JOANNA BRICHETTO

T
hird grade students at Beit
Miriam, West End
Synagogue's Religious
School, want to tell you
about their new Marker
Mitzvah project. It's easy,

fun and free, and it keeps hundreds of
plastic markers out of the landfill. They
hope more Jewish schools can do likewise. 

At the end of the academic year,
even small schools end up with plenty of
dried markers. Most cities will not recycle
them, so they wind up being thrown away.
Our third graders know that in Nashville
“away” means the landfill, where this type

of plastic never biodegrades.
Enter Crayola's ColorCycle project,

which allows schools to ship used mark-
ers (postage paid) to JBI, Inc., a clean
energy company that recycles waste plas-
tic into liquid fuels. Old markers become
new diesel. 

Crayola makes it easy to collect and
send markers, so all we had to do was
convert the program to Judaism. We
framed our initiative with the mitzvah
bal taschit, or “do not waste/destroy,” the
commandment most often associated
with recycling efforts. 

Students created collection bags for
each classroom, a large box for the school
entrance, and a display that shows visitors

the what, how and why. They also made a
video to introduce students and parents to
the Marker Mitzvah, and to ask for help
to save old markers from the trash. 

As an extension of our Marker
Mitzvah, we kept dozens of dried markers
to practice one more mitzvah: hiddur
mitzvah, to beautify the commandment.
Students became experts at marker disas-
sembly, and nothing was wasted. Empty
marker bodies became mezuzah cases.
Inner wadding and ink tips were sorted
by color and added to jars of water to
become gorgeous liquid watercolors. 

All K-12 schools are eligible to reg-

ister for ColorCycle. The program
accepts all brands of markers, high-
lighters and dry erase markers (but no
ball point pens). For more information
about ColorCycle, got to
http://www.crayola.com/colorcycle.aspx.

Beit Miriam third graders invite
Nashville's Jewish schools to sign up and
help save the planet one marker at a
time. More details about our in–house
project can be at http://biblebeltbalabus-
ta.com/2015/05/15/marker-mitzvah/. c

Joanna Brichetto is the experimental
educator at Beit Miriam. 

Beit Miriam third graders Andrew Berkon and Nafeeza McDonald collect dozens of plastic
markers that will be recycled rather than sent to the landfill through the Marker Mitzvah proj-
ect at West End Synagogue. Photos by Joanna Brichetto

As part of the Marker Mitzvah project, students remove ink tips and wadding and put them in
jars of water to create liquid watercolors.

Actor Douglas receives Genesis Prize; 
finally feels “accepted” as a Jew

By BEN SALES

JERUSALEM (JTA) — Michael
Douglas hadn’t heard of the Genesis
Prize when he found out that he’d won
it. In fact, the Oscar-winning actor was
surprised to discover he was even in the
running for an award for those who
inspire fellow Jews.

Though his father, actor Kirk
Douglas, is Jewish, his mother, actress
Diana Dill, is not.

“I felt that they made a mistake
because my mother is not Jewish,”
Douglas said during an interview last
month in Jerusalem. “I saw that as a bar-
rier most of my life.”

Douglas was in Israel to receive the
second annual $1 million Genesis Prize,
which honors those who have excelled
professionally while showing dedication
to Judaism or Israel. 

The prize, often called the “Jewish
Nobel,” is endowed by the Genesis
Prize Foundation, a group of Russian-
Jewish businessmen who fund identity-
building programs for Russian Jewry.
The inaugural honor went to former
New York City Mayor Michael
Bloomberg last year.

Some have criticized the initial
prizes being awarded to multimillion-
aires. But Douglas said choosing celebri-
ties gives the award and its message pub-
licity. He said that an Op-Ed he wrote for
the Los Angeles Times in March decry-

ing anti-Semitism gained attention
because of his fame.

“It was quite smart of the foundation
to pick a celebrity,” he said. “Celebrities
get your message out and across. I don’t
think [the Op-Ed] would have received
the attention if it were someone else, but
because you’re a celebrity you get the
attention.”

An actor and producer who won an
Academy Award for his portrayal of
Gordon Gekko in 1987’s “Wall Street,”
Douglas said he had “drifted away from
the religion” because some considered

Michael Douglas, speaking last month in Israel, where he accepted the Genesis Prize.

him non-Jewish. He began to explore his
Jewish roots after his father, who was
raised as an Orthodox Jew, was in a heli-
copter accident in 1991.

Douglas’ son, Dylan, has also
brought him closer to Judaism. Dylan
befriended Jewish kids at school and ate
Shabbat dinners at their homes through-
out the year. Because of the experience,
Dylan decided to attend Hebrew school
and have a bar mitzvah.

“After five, six, seven months, he
came back and said, ‘I feel something.
My soul feels warmer,’” Douglas said.

Following the bar mitzvah, the fam-
ily took a trip last year to Israel. Douglas
wrote the Op-Ed urging readers to fight
anti-Semitism after Dylan was verbally
accosted at a pool while wearing a Jewish
star necklace.

“So that is our challenge in 2015,
and all of us must take it up,” he wrote.
“Because if we confront anti-Semitism
whenever we see it, if we combat it indi-
vidually and as a society, and use what-
ever platform we have to denounce it,
we can stop the spread of this madness.”

Speaking to JTA, Douglas kept com-
ing back to feeling excluded from the
Jewish community. Winning the Genesis
Prize, he said, has finally made him feel
like he belongs.

“It was a cathartic experience, to
say, ‘Hey, we acknowledge and recognize
you as a Jew,’” he said. “It was a wonder-
ful, emotional experience. I’m one of
those who never felt accepted.”

Douglas intends to use the prize
money to reach out to other Jews from
intermarried families seeking a connec-
tion to the community. He plans to
begin by funding an outreach program
through Hillel, the campus Jewish organ-
ization, which can reach a large number
of students with intermarried parents.

“To try to reach out to interfaith
couples who are not associated with a
synagogue or temple is difficult,” he said.
But on campus, “you have a captive
audience.” c
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Akiva School: Challenging students
and pursuing excellence

Akiva School is a high-performing, K-6 academic institution, a leader among
Jewish day schools in the South. Akiva’s mission is to pursue excellence, foster critical
inquiry and inspire informed Jewish living. Graduates are consistently accepted into
the most selective private middle and high schools as well as public magnet schools,
and they are recognized as leaders in both character and academics in their schools and
in Nashville. 

The rigorous curricula in both general studies and Jewish Studies challenges stu-
dents to analyze, investigate, question and take risks. Akiva asks students to apply what
they’ve learned.  During the 2015-16 school year, the curriculum will center on
applied/project-based learning and will include strategies to strengthen science, tech-
nology, engineering, and math (STEM). Many students graduate from Akiva with
exceptional language skills and are able to analyze and understand high-level texts in
both Hebrew and English.

An Akiva education moves beyond the classroom, allowing students not only to
learn about their Jewish and American identities but also to live them. Students learn
about both American and Jewish history, culture, and current events in an environ-
ment that promotes love of learning, appreciation of our shared experience, and pride
in one’s growing and changing identity.

Akiva students participate in extracurricular activities such as after-school clubs
and sports teams. Akiva also hosts Nashville’s annual Math Olympics, one of the city’s
finest middle school math competitions.

Akiva’s goal is that all families feel welcome regardless of affiliation. The school
takes pride in the diversity of its student body and respects each family’s decisions
regarding religious observance.

At Akiva, smaller classrooms provide a nurturing atmosphere that meets individ-
ual students’ needs. Teachers create strategies to enhance each child’s learning experi-
ence and are committed to ongoing professional development.

Akiva is accredited by the Southern Association of Colleges and Schools (SACS).
For more information, please call Christina Evans at 615-432-2552 or email her at
cevans@akivanashville.net

Micah Children’s Academy: Meeting
the needs of the whole family 

The Micah Children’s Academy provides a warm, safe environment where chil-
dren ages 6-weeks through pre-K can actively discover and expand their imaginations
and minds.  Situated on a beautiful property, the campus is a wonderful place for chil-
dren to learn, play and grow inside light-filled classrooms and indoor playrooms fea-
turing new equipment.  The academy also offer a unique outdoor playscape where chil-
dren get to use their imaginations as they dig in the sand, run and play.

Jewish traditions and celebrations provide an anchor for programming alongside
state curriculum guidelines for pre-school children. As an added benefit for families,
Micah brings the extra-curricular activities to the school for children ages 2 and up.
These activities include soccer, basketball, art, ballet, tennis, gymnastics and more.
Children can try out new activities without parents having to drive around town to
make it happen. During their days at Micah, the children have a wonderful schedule,
which balances consistency in routine alongside a wide variety of indoor and outdoor
activities.

Parents are supported by having flexible options for enrollment.  There are flexi-
ble schedule options for each age group that range from two to five days a week. There
are also early-and late care options as our doors open at 7 a.m. daily and close at 6 p.m.  

Children are also provided with a variety of healthy snacks twice a day, a place to
nap comfortably, and most of all, a nurturing place to learn, paint, read, play, sing,
dance and be themselves.  

Micah Children’s Academy has been accredited as a Tennessee 3-star pre-school
(the highest rating) every year since opening its door in 2010.  It is conveniently locat-
ed at the corner of Old Hickory Boulevard and Hillsboro Pike.  For more information
or to schedule a visit please call Theresa LePore or Jacquee Parris at (615) 942-5162 or
visit www.micahchildrenacademy.org.

Beaman Toyota: New product special-
ist Peter Katseff loves Toyotas

Beaman Toyota’s wide range of new and used vehicles is a great match for the high
school or college student.  Beaman also features the Scion line that is manufactured by
Toyota.  Designed with younger buyers in mind, Scion vehicles feature attractive fea-
tures and distinct styling all at an affordable price.

Beaman also has a new product specialist Peter Katseff, who can assist a family in
selecting the safest, most reliable new or used vehicle while taking into account a spe-
cific budget.

Peter’s love of all things automotive led him to Beaman Toyota. He had been a cus-
tomer and purchased a new Toyota Sequoia and a used Toyota 4Runner from Beaman
Toyota’s downtown location at 1525 Broadway.

Peter's first Toyota was a 1980 Celica ST – red, of course, with a stick shift. 
Beaman also prides itself in giving back to the community. Recently, it hosted a

special Olympics Day at the Broadway location.  
Toyota also was proud to be the official automotive sponsor of the 2015 World

Games. To celebrate the event, Beaman made a contribution for every vehicle serviced
that day. In addition, many customers and employees made additional contributions.

Being the “Number One” Toyota dealership in 34 states, Beaman offers a larg-
er selection of new and used vehicles than other Toyota dealers in the area.

Please contact Peter Katseff by phone at (615) 708-5469 or by email at pkat-
seff@beamanauto.dealerscrm.com.

West End Synagogue: Children and
Jewish education are the priority

“Coming from a synagogue where kids are a priority, I wanted a congregation where kids
participate … we were treated to a Kabbalat Shabbat service led by a confident and enthusi-
astic group of 5th grade students.”. 

• Letter to the editor, The Jewish Observer of Nashville, April 2015.

Aside from the popular Shabbat gaga (dodge ball) game in the courtyard, it is com-
mon to see children at WES lead services, read Torah, especially during high holidays,
join the Shabbat sing along table over lunch, and engage in conversations about Israel,
Jewish values, and midot (behavior). 

Children at WES learn to live Jewish lives, develop friendships that last a lifetime,
graduate with confidence and become involved in Jewish life at college and as adults. 

Beit Miriam School at WES educates children from 3 years old through 11th
grade, and many graduates stay on an extra year as madrichim (teacher aides). Beit
Miriam teaches tradition, incorporates contemporary issues, provides a foundation in
Jewish literacy, and engages students in mitzvah programs that care for our environ-
ment and community and connect with seniors and friends from other congregations.  

The religious school’s “two-day-a-week-plus Shabbat program” integrates learning

Continued on next page
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Are you having difficulty 
affording school supplies 

for your children?
JFS can help!
Eligible families will receive 

free school supplies.

Contact Toni Jacobsen 
at 354-1672.

P L A Y L E AA NR
G R O W

nashvillejcc.org
615.354.1626

The love for 
learning starts 

here.EARLY

CHILDHOOD

LEARNING 

CENTER

Ages 6 weeks to 5 years

Beit Miriam @ WES
Where Judaism is learning through living

Beit Miriam provides well-rounded, diverse opportunities
to engage students in meaningful Jewish learning.

Registration is now open!
3-year olds through 11th Grade

Join our Kehillah Today!

For more information contact:
Sharon Paz, Director of  Lifelong Learning
(615) 269-4592 ext. 17 
or spaz@westendsyn.org

and living while high school students explore the diversity of Jewish life, Israel, and
participate in a Jewish New York City trip incorporating museums, history, theatre and
a Musical Shabbat.   

For additional information contact Sharon Paz, director of lifelong learning, (615)
269-4592 (x17) or spaz@westendsyn.org.

Sherith Israel Sunday School: Creating
a lasting love of Judaism in each child

Sherith Israel seeks to nurture each individual’s connection to Judaism, and
nowhere is this more true than at Sunday school. Learn Hebrew, re-imagine and act out
a biblical story, study Talmud or explore Israeli pop music. At Sunday school, students’
interests come first, creating a warm environment where all children can express them-
selves and discover which parts of Judaism excite them most. 

Sunday School begins on Aug. 23 and runs for two hours on Sunday mornings
throughout the academic year. The program is open to all Jewish children and teens,
ages 4-17, regardless of background or affiliation. Highlights include a Hebrew immer-
sion classroom for preschoolers, social action field trips, and seasonal weekend trips for
high school students.

Sherith Israel is proud that its students love coming to Sunday School. 
“I liked how the teachers really pushed us to think and debate,” said Ilanit, a sev-

enth grader. Catalina, a high school sophomore, loved that “we didn't learn the nor-
mal stuff. We studied new and interesting stories that I'd never read in the Tanach
[bible].”

“I loved Sunday school this year,” said 8-year-old Eliel. “We did gardening, cook-
ing, and made our own iPad movie of the Joseph story – all in one day!”

Amazing things are happening at Sherith Israel on Sunday mornings. You and your
family are invited to be a part of it. 

Registration opens July 1st. To register, contact Rabbi Aaron Finkelstein, director
of Sherith Israel Sunday School, at (615) 292-6614 or email rabbiaaron@sherithis-
rael.com.

GJCC Early Childhood Learning
Center: Play, learn, grow

Choosing your child’s first preschool experience may be one of the most important
decisions you make. You are invited to discover all of the enriching programs offered
through the Gordon Jewish Community Center’s Early Childhood Learning Center
(ECLC).

Studies confirm the philosophy and approach that has been practiced at the ECLC
for years: Young children learn best through active exploration and play. What seems
like great fun to a child is actually a carefully planned approach to help develop social,
emotional, physical, spiritual and academic skills that are essential for success.

Complementing the ECLC’s daily core program, children participate in swimming,
physical education, nationally recognized music programs, and Coordinated Approach
to Children’s Health. CATCH is designed to nurture a love of physical activity, pro-
vide an introduction to classroom-based gardening and nutrition, and encourage
healthy eating in children ages 3-5. (For more information, go to jcca.org/discover-at-
the-jcc/catch.)

The ECLC offers a 5-day program for infants ages 6 weeks-12 months; a program
for toddlers ages 12 months-2 years with 2-, 3- or 5-day options; a pre-K program for
children 2-4 years old with 2-, 3- or 5-day options, and a 5-day pre-K program for chil-
dren who will be 4 by Aug. 15. 

The ECLC also offers 10-month (traditional school year) and 12-month (includ-
ing winter break and summer program) options. The school operates 8:30 a.m.-3 p.m.
We also offer extended care before (7-8:30 a.m.) or after (3-4:30 p.m. or 3-6 p.m.).

For information, contact ECLC Director Terri Katzenstein, at terri@nashville-
jcc.org or visit www.nashvillejcc.org/early-childhood.

Continued on page 14
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Continued from page 13

Congregation Micah Religious School:
Embracing diversity with Torah as an
anchor

Congregation Micah’s Religious School builds an integrated model of Jewish edu-
cation, which encourages and facilitates family involvement and lifelong learning.  Its
weekly family service infuses its curriculum with music and inspiring worship.

Micah embrace a diversity of backgrounds as it seeks to celebrate the common
bonds of Jewish identity – intellectually, spiritually and culturally. Students explore
many disciplines of Jewish tradition: Hebrew, history, ethics, social justice, Israel,
tzedakah – all with Torah as the anchor. 

Beyond the sanctuary, students find delight in meaningful Jewish exploration in
informal, yet structured classroom environments. Children are encouraged to seek
knowledge in both traditional realms (reading, writing, discussion, liturgical expres-
sion) and non-traditional realms (drama, photography, ceramics, cuisine, art, music
and nature).  Every lesson and activity is carefully designed to strengthen the rele-
vance of Judaism as the foundation of everyday living, and each dedicated teacher
helps students not only learn but also form special and sustaining friendships with
one another.

Micah strives for Jewish enrichment in the classroom, in the home, and in the
world.  The campus includes demonstration gardens, a gaga pit, a memorial garden, a
cemetery and a beautiful playscape through which students of all ages explore Jewish
themes and rituals.  Micah honors and respects the value of each of students.
Confirmants, youth group members and graduates leave the program after travels to
New York and Israel with the confidence to participate fully in Jewish life on college
campuses and beyond. 

The Temple Religious School:
Fostering knowledge of and 
commitment to Judaism

The education program at The Temple Religious School seeks to impart the most
important aspects of Reform Judaism to our students while building a sense of commu-
nity and shared values.  Parents, teachers and clergy work together to accomplish this
sacred endeavor. For it is through partnership that we can truly succeed in fostering a
knowledge of and commitment to Judaism in our children. 

In every session of The Temple Religious School, students learn through positive
Jewish experiences that allow them grow and understand Judaism and their place in the
world as Jews.  The curriculum helps them understand their responsibility to live an
ethical life, to be proud of their Jewish identity and to experience living in a commu-
nity that embraces and cherishes them.  Teachers challenge and nurture students and
guide them to deeper understandings of the variety of Jewish life.  

The Temple Religious School welcomes students from all over the metro
Nashville. Classes are from Pre-K through 12th grade.  Our building is full of energy on
Sundays for religious school from 9:30-11:30 a.m.  Students in grades 4-6 also come for
Hebrew school on Wednesdays from 4:15-5:15 pm.  

For more information about, contact Rabbi Michael Shulman, RJE, director of
education and next generation programs at (615) 352-7620 or rabbishulman@temple-
nashville.org.  

The Temple Preschool: Jewish-
focused, curiosity-driven curriculum

The Temple Preschool is looking forward to the 2015-2016 school year, which
begins August 3. The program serves children ages 6 weeks-5 years.  The school recog-
nizes the diversity of the Nashville community and helps to support the variety of
needs by offering part-time and full-time schedules in all of classrooms.  Applications
are being accepted for the waiting list in most classrooms, with a few openings avail-
able in the Pre-K classroom.  

The Pre-K classroom uses project-based learning to bring excitement and adven-
ture to the learning process.  Whether they are exploring space, the dinosaur age, con-
struction zones or a variety of other interests of the children in the class, the teachers
act as co-researchers with the children and thoughtfully integrate developmental goals
such as literacy, science, math, art, and movement into the learning environment.  

In addition to growing in these developmental domains, children at the Temple
Preschool learn to be conscientious citizens through a variety of hands-on projects.
The Pre-K classroom is aptly named Tikkun Olam.  The teachers chose this name
because of their passion for repairing the world.  The classroom has four raised-bed gar-
dens outside.  The children work hands-on with the garden throughout the year reap-
ing high quality organic food that they eat in class and take home to family and neigh-
bors.  Additionally, the classroom takes on a mitzvah project each year.  Projects have
included the Heifer Project, Nashville Rescue Mission, Vanderbilt Children’s Hospital,
Second Harvest Food Bank and Our Kids.  The teachers use all of these experiences to
incorporate learning and growth not only in cognition, but also social-emotional, exec-
utive function and the humanities.  

For a tour and a peek at the daily adventures, call the preschool office at (615)
356-8009.
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CONGREGATION MICAH 
Religious School 5776

Where students and teachers learn, love and live their Judaism joyously, 
embracing both tradition and innovation as they study, worship and celebrate.

Faculty:•  promote a rigorous and creative curriculum
Hebrew:•  taught as a living language and the Holy language of our Torah
Worship:•  interactive and family-oriented, led by our rabbis and Lisa Silver
Judaica Curriculum:•  infuses academics with culture – enriching history and 
text study through art, music, movement, and holiday celebrations
Bnai Mitzvah Preparation:•  exclusively tutored by our clergy
Madrichim & Inclusion Specialist:•  insures all children are welcomed 

Contact the Micah Office for Registration at 615-377-9799. 
For more information: www.congregationmicah.org/Learning/Religious_School

 “I’m so glad I’ve found a place where my children 
can develop their own connection to Judaism and 

a vibrant Jewish community.” 
- Susan F.

�� Flexible op�ons for children ages six weeks – Pre-K from 7:00AM – 6:00PM 

�� Children enjoy beau�ful light-filled indoor and outdoor learning environments   

�� Enriching early childhood curriculum based on both state curriculum guidelines as well as Jewish 
family values, music and art programs and more 

�� Accredited as a Tennessee 3-star pre-school (the highest ra�ng) 

�� Conveniently located at the corner of Old Hickory Boulevard and Hillsboro Pike 
 

It is more than just a pre-school, it is a home away from home for children to 
 learn, play and grow 

Call to schedule a visit today (615) 942-5162 

Learn more at www.micahchildrensacademy.org 
 

The Temple Preschool
Jewish-Focused.                    Curiosity-Driven. 

5015 Harding Pike, Nashville, TN 37205
615.356.8009

Come explore nature with us!
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seniors in this issue.
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1/8 page ad or larger!
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250 words highlighting your 
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The Observer’s Annual

All Things Seniors
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Deadline for ads is July 15, 2015
Contact: Carrie Mills, 
Advertising Manager

615-354-1699
e-mail: carrie@nashvillejcc.org

fax: 615-352-0056
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American comedian brings Jewish humor to China 
By URIEL HEILMAN

(JTA) – How do you tell a joke in
China about Jews when the only things
most Chinese think they know about the
Chosen People is that they’re smart and
good with money?

That was Jesse Appell’s quandary
when he moved to China three years ago
from Massachusetts with plans to
become a comedian — and, like many
stand-ups, to mine his own upbringing
for material.

“All the bad stereotypes about Jews
in the West are considered good in
China,” Appell told JTA. “Chinese say:
‘The Jews control the media and the
banks – amazing!’ When people find out
I’m Jewish, they say that’s why I speak
Chinese so well, because Jews are super-
smart. I’m like, that’s not how it works.”

Appell, 24, is one of only a handful
of stand-up comedians in China, a
country of 1.35 billion people that until
very recently didn’t have much of a
stand-up circuit. The country’s first
stand-up show premiered on Dragon
TV in 2012, the same year that Appell
graduated from Brandeis University and
moved to Beijing.

He came on a Fulbright scholarship
to train in the traditional Chinese
comedic art of Xiang Sheng in which two
performers engage in witty banter in semi-
scripted routines — a bit like the Abbott
and Costello classic “Who’s On First.”

But Appell, who performs in
Mandarin Chinese, soon found a follow-
ing with humorous videos and stand-up
routines. Much of his humor centers on
his position as an insider/outsider, a for-
eigner in China who gets Chinese cul-

ture — except when he doesn’t. A
Gagnam-style parody video Appell made
about being a “Laowai,” Chinese slang
for foreigner, has garnered over two mil-
lion views on Chinese websites.

“I’m the type of Laowai who sucks at
basketball,” Appell sings in Chinese in
the music video. “The type of Laowai
who buys stuff at Silk Street but doesn’t
get ripped off.”

Appell sometimes serves as an open-
ing act for Joe Wong, one of China’s
biggest stand-up comedians and the sub-
ject of a May New York Times Magazine
profile. Appell also recently launched a
new web series about living in China. He
says he has performed in more than 20
Chinese provinces, and last fall he did a
13-city tour in North America.

Funny business came early for
Appell. He and his brother used to do
bar mitzvahs, with his brother handling
the music and Appell serving as the
emcee and funnyman. As a teen he was

picked for Newton North High School’s
elite improv troupe. He was so good that
one of his teachers let him submit a rap
video on Otto Von Bismarck, the 19th-
century German leader, in place of a
term paper.

He continued doing comedy in col-
lege, but also began studying Chinese
intensively (about 10 percent of all
Brandeis freshmen come from China).
Appell spent six months of his junior
year studying in China, where he discov-
ered traditional Xiang Sheng comedy.

He still does plenty of Xiang Sheng,
often with a 300-pound Iranian partner
training with the same Xiang Sheng
master as Appell.

“You have a skinny Jewish guy and
a fat Iranian guy doing Chinese come-
dy,” Appell said, noting that the absurd-
ity of the juxtaposition is lost on
Chinese audiences.

American-style stand-up comedy
offers Appell a way to get his own mate-
rial onstage. Though Chinese people
don’t know much about the Jews, Appell

says they’re always excited to hear him
talk about Judaism. A routine he record-
ed about being Jewish in China made it
to the front page of China’s version of
YouTube and quickly got 100,000 views.

“I feel like Jewish culture and
Chinese culture have a lot of commonal-
ities,” Appell said in one of his stand-up
routines. “Jews at the age of 13 have a
coming-of-age ritual. It’s called a bar
mitzvah. We need to read lots of books,
we have to study a new language, but
whether we speak it or not doesn’t mat-
ter. There’s a lot of praying involved, and
finally we share all the boring stuff we’ve
learned. After I got to China I realized
that Chinese people have a similar com-
ing-of-age ritual at 13: It’s called the
high school entrance exam.”

Appel grew up in the heavily Jewish
Boston suburb of Newton and attended
Brandeis, the Jewish-sponsored nonsec-
tarian university, but he says he has actu-
ally become much more Jewishly
involved since moving to China.

“At Brandeis, the Jewish stuff was
everywhere, so you could engage with it
without stepping out of your way,” he said.
“In China, if I don’t go to services, I’m not
going to walk by services or see people
lighting candles in their dorm room.”

Appell says he finds himself at the
egalitarian Jewish congregation Kehillat
Beijing nearly every Friday night – that
is, if he doesn’t have a show. This year he
emceed the community’s Passover seder,
which drew 200 people on the holiday’s
first night.

He says his mother often asks him if
he’ll stay in China for good.

“That’s in the figure-it-out-later col-
umn,” Appell said. c

American comedian Jesse Appell performs
Xiang Sheng, a Chinese comedic art dating
back to the Qing dynasty that involves quick,
witty banter between two performers. Photos

courtesy of Jesse Appell

Appell says Chinese audiences are eager to
hear about his Jewish background.

70 years on, Hitchcock-influenced documentary finds audience
By GABRIELLE BIRKNER

(JTA) – “This was a woman,” the
narrator explains, as the camera pans
over a figure so emaciated and burnt
that the dead body is barely recogniza-
ble as human.

It’s one of the more arresting scenes
in “German Concentration Camps
Factual Survey,” a highly unusual
Holocaust documentary shot 70 years ago
and crafted with the help of the leg-
endary director Alfred Hitchcock. 

But it almost didn’t see the light
of day.

The recently completed film had its
New York premiere last monthat
Manhattan’s Museum of Jewish Heritage-
A Living Memorial to the Holocaust.

“German Concentration Camps”
draws heavily on the footage taken at
Bergen-Belsen, Auschwitz and Dachau
by combat and newsreel cameramen in
the weeks after liberation. It shows those
who had managed to survive gas cham-
bers, typhus epidemics and starvation
conditions taking the first steps toward
rebuilding their lives. They are deloused.
They get hot showers for the first time in
years and hot meals. There are piles of
clean clothes, and women rejoicing in
trying on the donated dresses, pumps and
wide-brimmed hats.

“Some of the most touching parts
show the restoration of what I can only
call humanity,” said Jane Wells, a docu-
mentarian and the daughter of the film’s
producer, Sidney Bernstein.

An Englishman, Bernstein led the

film division of the Allied forces’ propa-
ganda effort and was tasked with chroni-
cling the Nazi’s crimes for the German
public. To this end, the film includes
copious footage of former camp guards
carrying the dead bodies of their victims
to mass graves and tossing them, with
callous disregard, into the giant pits.

Bernstein enlisted Hitchcock, a
close friend, as the film’s treatment advis-
er. Hitchcock’s influence can be seen in
the long, panning shots that leave no
room for doubt that what the audience is
seeing is no fabrication. Bernstein and his
team worked on the film through the
spring and summer of 1945.

But by later that year, many
Germans had toured the concentration
camps and seen newsreels of what had
happened there. There was a sense that
the film’s time had passed, and the British
government shelved the project.

In recent years, however, Britain’s
Imperial War Museum restored the
footage and set out to finish the film
using the original script and shot sheet.
The words are lyrical: “They say a dead
man’s boots bring bad luck; what of dead
children’s toys?” And they are judgmen-
tal: “Germans knew about Dachau but
did not care.”

Hewing to the original vision

meant making a film that contained
some factual inaccuracies (the number
of dead) and omissions (about whom the
Nazis targeted).

“It didn’t emphasize how dispropor-
tionately the Jews had suffered,” Wells
said of the film, which refers to victims by
their nationality rather than their reli-
gion. “It showed it as more of a universal
Holocaust than one that was predomi-
nantly Jewish.” In a short film that fol-
lows the documentary and attempts to
correct the record, scholars surmise that
the filmmakers did not want to portray
Jews as a people apart.

An HBO documentary about the
long-delayed Hitchcock project, “Night
Will Fall,” aired in January. The title is
a line from “German Concentration
Camps”: “Unless the world learns the
lesson these pictures teach, night will
fall. But by God’s grace, we who live
will learn.”

The film was finished last year. It
premiered last year at the Berlin
International Film Festival, and a num-
ber of screenings have taken place in
recent months.

Bruce Ratner, a real estate develop-
er and a minority owner of the Brooklyn
Nets basketball team, was instrumental
in bringing the film to the Museum of
Jewish Heritage, where he serves as
chairman of the board. A discussion with
New York Times columnist Roger Cohen
and Wells, whose company, 3
Generations, specializes in films about
human rights abuses, followed the New
York premiere.  c

A still from “German Concentration Camps Factual Survey” showing children smiling through
barbed wire as Allied troops approach, April 1945. Imperial War Museum



has been 
bringing our
community 
the latest 
Jewish news 
and features 
from Nashville
and beyond 
for more than
70 years. 

With all the talk about failing newspapers, we want
to assure you, once again, that we plan to be

appearing in your mailboxes on a regular basis. In addi-
tion, we now are online at www.nashvillejewishobserver.org,
in an easy-to-read format. But, as with most things, our
costs are rising, especially for printing and mailing. We
continue to look for ways to reduce our expenditures in
whatever way we can.

BUT WE NEED YOUR HELP!

Now, more than ever, our annual OBSERVER PATRON
CAMPAIGN could spell the difference between an
8-page paper or a 12-16-page paper; between only black
and white photos or color photos; between no national
or international/Israel features or ample coverage of the
issues that affect our Jewish community, here and abroad.

The Observer brings you Lifecycles, information
about all of our congregations and organizations, about
community programs, interesting people and events.
This is not available anywhere else in Middle Tennessee,
because it is OUR community newspaper.

PLEASE HELP US KEEP ALL 
THE NEWS FLOWING TO YOU.

You can make a tax deductible donation to the
Observer Patron Campaign. 
There are several categories:

Publisher for $150
Editor for $100
Reporter for $50

Actual cost for $25

Please send your donation to:
The Observer

801 Percy Warner Blvd.
Nashville, TN 37205

THANK YOU!
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SERVING OUR
COMMUNITY FOR MANY MORE YEARS

The Observer  July 2015 17

Young Denver pot entrepreneurs hope for potent 
business mixing Jewish and cannabis connections

By URIEL HEILMAN

DENVER (JTA) – Seth Wong’s cur-
rent place of work at a company that
analyzes the content of foods and drugs is
heavily cluttered with shelves of moldy
bagels, stale cake and fermenting carrots.
If all goes according to plan, Wong and
his new business partner, JJ Slatkin, will
be moving to a new office with some-
thing else in abundance: marijuana.

The two Jewish 30-somethings are
launching a company that will offer
contaminant testing and potency analy-
sis for marijuana, which Colorado legal-
ized in 2014.

Wong and Slatkin are hoping two
things will give their new venture, TEQ
Analytical Laboratories, a leg up over
the competition: Wong’s strong reputa-
tion for quality microbiological testing
and their personal connections with
many of the state’s leading marijuana
producers — many of whom are Jews.

“Our Jewish community relation-
ships have definitely been important,”
said Slatkin, who has a background in
finance. “Many of the original real trail-
blazers and entrepreneurs in the
cannabis industry are Jewish, and there
are a handful of major operations within
Colorado that have Jewish ownership.”

There’s Ean Seeb, chairman of the
National Cannabis Industry Association,
a Jewish federation leader who has his
own Jewish events company. There’s
Joseph Max Cohen, who started the
Clinic Medical Marijuana Center in
2009 and now has multiple facilities in
the Denver area. Many of the adminis-
trators at the Pink House Blooms chain
of marijuana dispensaries are Jewish. So
is Richard Greenberg, executive vice
president of Global Cannabis Ventures
and an investor in an Israeli company
focused on improving marijuana breed-
ing methods.

Slatkin and Wong are well-connect-
ed in this world, largely through their
Jewish associations. They count Seeb as a
good friend. They often run into marijua-
na entrepreneurs at events sponsored by
the local Jewish federation, where Wong
and Slatkin are young leaders. (Wong
met his fiancee on a Jewish federation
retreat.) The business partners are also
Wexner Heritage fellows, a program that
supports young Jewish volunteer leaders.

Wong, 34, has an unusual Jewish
background. His mother is from a Jewish
family in Philadelphia and his father is
from a Protestant Chinese family. Wong’s
grandfather came over from China in the
1920s at the age of 9 as a “paper son” –
with fake identity papers. Though his
father and brothers already were in the
United States, they were running bars
and brothels during Prohibition and
weren’t much help, and Wong’s father
was adopted by a Jewish family.

He never became Jewish, but four
decades later his son – Wong’s father –
brought home a Jewish wife. Wong him-
self grew up in Boulder, going to Hebrew
school and Jewish youth groups, yet rel-
ishing his family’s famed Chinese roast
pork recipe. When he turned 13, Wong
asked his father – who owns Industrial
Laboratories, which Wong now runs – to
convert to Judaism so he could stand
alongside Wong on the bimah platform
at his bar mitzvah. He obliged.

Slatkin, 32, comes from a long line
of Denver Jews. Five generations ago, his

ancestors fled pogroms in Russian to
move to a  Jewish agricultural settlement
in Cotopaxi, CO that flourished briefly
in the 1880s. After the settlement failed,
they migrated to Denver and in 1887
founded an Orthodox synagogue on
Denver’s west side, Congregation Zera
Abraham, and had a hand in founding
several others.

A Jewish day school graduate,
Slatkin is a leader in his minyan at the
Hebrew Educational Alliance, a
Conservative synagogue in Denver, and
he maintains a weekly Torah study date
with an Orthodox rabbi in town. He and
Wong met through Jewish channels.

“My personal life revolves almost
entirely around Jewish life in Colorado,”
Slatkin said. “The continuity of the
Jewish people is probably the most
important goal in my life. That and get-
ting married at some point – to a Jewish

girl, obviously.”
Professionally, Slatkin and Wong’s

near-term goal is getting their new com-
pany up and running – and courting
clients. They’ve obtained state licensing,
are building their new lab at the
Fitzsimons Innovation Campus in Aurora
and have raised about half of the $1.5 mil-
lion they need to get started. Once they
are certified by the Colorado Department
of Public Health and Environment and
other third-party certifiers, they’ll be
ready to go – perhaps as soon as June.

Colorado already has nine labs certi-
fied to provide potency testing and four
labs certified to provide residual solvent
testing. But TEQ, Slatkin said, would be
certified to meet all testing requirements
mandated by the state.

There’s a bit of a Wild West element
to Colorado’s marijuana industry. Fearful
of federal retribution (marijuana is still

illegal under federal law), banks are wary
of dealing with marijuana companies, so
almost everything is handled in cash.
The state is wary of licensing any entre-
preneurs with criminal histories dealing
or growing pot. Potency labeling is con-
fusing and inconsistent – a problem
Wong hopes the lab will help rectify.

The principal psychoactive element
in marijuana is tetrahydrocannabinol –
better known as THC. Currently,
cannabis producers must disclose the
amount of THC present in each serving
of their product, but producers are still
seeing great variability in potency.
Slatkin and Wong say TEQ can help
remove that variability so products have
a consistent level of potency.

“We’ve been watching the cannabis
industry for some time, and the industry
could benefit from a lab of our expert-
ise,” Wong said. “Now is our time.” c
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OPINION

The Rabbis’ Corner

(Editor’s note: Joshua Kullock is the senior
rabbi at the West End Synagogue, which
announced last month that it will begin con-
ducting same-sex wedding ceremonies.) 

By RABBI JOSHUA KULLOCK

L
et me begin by stating the
following: It is important to
differentiate between those
things we don’t like and
those things that are forbid-
den by law. According to

Conservative Judaism, same sex mar-
riages are allowed, so there’s not much
validity in claiming that such cere-
monies are against Jewish law. 

At the same time, it’s certainly true
that not every person who is committed
to halakha will accept that ruling. Many
will claim that Judaism has more than
one text banning homosexuality, and
that creating a ritual that will celebrate
the love of two people of the same sex
will be against the rules.  

However, this isn’t the first time the
rules have been tested. A few decades
ago, for example, when Conservative
Judaism opened the door to gender-egali-
tarianism, there were (and probably still
are) those who were against the idea.
Classical Jewish law consistently discour-
ages women from wrapping tefillin, using a

tallit or reading from the
Torah. Those are com-
mandments to be ful-
filled by men. 

But contexts
change, paradigms
sometimes shift, and the
goal of a halakhic-orient-
ed community should be
to find ways to deal with

the challenges of today, inspired by the
wisdom of our ancestors. If Jewish law is
good only at giving answers to situations
that occurred many centuries ago but
lacks the creativity to address the cross-
roads of today and tomorrow, then we
have a problem. If that’s the case, then we
risk people abandoning halakha, believing
that Jewish law is outdated.

That shouldn’t be the case. Halakha,
the word we use to describe the corpus of
Jewish law, comes from the Hebrew verb
lalekhet, which means, “to walk.” In other
words, the basic property of Jewish law
lies in its ability to be dynamic, ever grow-
ing and in an endless process of becoming.  

As Abraham Joshua Heschel used to
say in the name of a Hasidic Master:
“The Oral Torah never gets to be writ-
ten.” Halakha is open ended, and its job
is to be able to give an answer to our cur-
rent concerns. That doesn’t mean that
everything should change, or that we

will say yes to every new cultural trend.
In that way, Conservative Judaism does-
n’t push the law aside, but it tries to work
its way within the system. Accordingly,
sometimes the answer will be yes, and
sometimes the answer will be no.

The approach to same sex marriages
within Conservative Judaism is based on
the halakhic value of k’vod habriot, or
human dignity. This concept is not a
modern invention. It’s a value that
already appears in the Talmud, and that
later on was used at least 81 times by the
author and main commentators of the
Shulchan Arukh in the 16th century. 

It is the value that was also quoted by
Rabbi Eliezer Waldenberg, an Israeli
ultra-orthodox rabbi and legislator who
passed away in 2006,  when he allowed a
hearing impaired person to use a hearing
aid on Shabbat, even though that was
technically forbidden. His reasoning was
as follows: “There is no greater matter of
human dignity than preventing embar-
rassment and humiliation of the hearing-
impaired person due to an inability to
hear those who speak to him. One cannot
describe the great humiliation, shame and
discomfort he feels when he walks among
people and in synagogue and is isolated …
Thus, it is certainly proper to permit him
to carry [the device on Shabbat] out of
respect for human dignity.”

Some could claim that there is a big
difference between a wedding ceremony
and a hearing device. This is true. There
is an important symbolic gap there.
Nevertheless, there are similar patterns.
Someone who is unable to hear can't
choose otherwise, and Jewish law is mak-
ing room for that person to be included
in the midst of his or her congregation.
The same applies to a Jewish couple will-
ing to be married under the chuppah. We
don't get to chose our sexual orientation.
Accordingly, humiliation is not the
answer. Expanding the circle of inclusion
while allowing for the development of
old-new rites is.

If you refer to the Torah, you will
probably be surprised by the fact that
there is no mention of a marriage ceremo-
ny. The chuppah, the ketuvah, and the ring
were all instituted by the Talmudic Rabbis
to signal the bond of loyalty and trust
between two Jews that want to formalize
their commitment in front of G-d and
within the context of their community.

Many years later, I am glad to see
that the West End Synagogue will be
able to provide that same framework for
those Jewish couples, gay and straight,
who will find their spiritual home in our
congregation. To me, Jewish law is not
outdated. On the contrary, it is in the
encounter between Jewish texts and tra-
ditions, and the will to push our bound-
aries in the realm of the halakhic dis-
course, that we can find the best possible
version of both ourselves and of Judaism.  

While remaining loyal to our
sources, we can make room for more
inclusion, kindness and love. c

The Rabbis’ Corner is monthly com-
mentary on current events and social trends
that rotates among Nashville’s congrega-
tional rabbis. 

Rabbi Joshua
Kullock

An important step in the right direction
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letters to the editor
To my Nashville Jewish community,

Thank you so much for allowing me
the honor of serving as the head of
school for Akiva.  Friday, May 29 marked
the end of the school year, my first at
Akiva. It seems to have flown by! 

We have accomplished much:  a 30
percent increase in enrollment; almost
100 percent of our families returning
(one family, sadly, is moving); and the
retention of almost all of our amazing
staff (only two members leaving as they
move on to new beginnings in new
cities).  The children of Akiva and I
have many people to thank, for it truly
has taken a village to make this kind of
progress.  

I personally want to thank Akiva’s
board of directors, who came together
and worked tirelessly as a high function-
ing team and moved us forward in a pos-
itive manner, always challenging and
motivating.  Our faculty is one-of-a-kind
(in a good way), which I know and rec-
ognize after so many years in so many
schools.  The caliber of this educational

team is any school leader’s dream come
true!  Many thanks go to our Jewish
infrastructure: the rabbis and their staffs,
the Gordon Jewish Commnity Center
staff and the whole team from Jewish
Federation of Nashville and Middle
Tennessee and Jewish Family Services.
In addition, we thank our alumnae, our
fundraisers, our founders, our many new
and on-going donors, our volunteers and
Nashville’s three Jewish preschools that
have been willing and eager to promote
Akiva at every opportunity.

But the individuals who deserve the
biggest “thank you” are our enrolled fam-
ilies.  These families put their faith in the
school and in me this year.  We didn’t

always agree, but we always reached solu-
tions and decisions together.  They stood
with Akiva from the rocky beginning of
the year, through the trial and error mid-
dle, all the way to the end of a very suc-
cessful year.  Our families have been
great partners, advisors, and promoters
for both the school and for me.  I am
most grateful for their generous gifts of
faith, hard work, determination, and--
most importantly—for our partnership.

With this kind of continued sup-
port, the future of Akiva School is
bright!  

Lynn Heady
Head of School

Living “out” in an Orthodox community
By SUSAN BORISON

I
grew up as a Conservative Jew, but
after marrying a modern Orthodox
man, my husband and I decided to
raise our family Camp Stone, Bnei
Akiva and NCSY (all Orthodox).
We belong to a modern Orthodox

synagogue, and my kids went to a modern
Orthodox day school.

I have loved raising my family with-
in this community. Carpools. Camp.
Shabbat meals. Cookouts. Parks. Travel.
Friends who would watch my kids if I
was in a bind or just needed a break. I
had my village.

While some of the rigidity that
comes along with community goes
against my personal beliefs, I decided to
simply set that aside in favor of all the
beauty in Orthodox Judaism. I am con-
stantly grateful for the halakhic bound-
aries that have made parenting easier.
When my kids were little, they would
throw a tantrum at the grocery store over
a “must-have.” But if it wasn’t kosher,
there was no tantrum. We would fight
over too much TV, but for 25 hours every
Shabbat there was no TV. Family dinners
during the week were aspirational, but
every Shabbat we ate together.

In my mind, the beauty exceeded the
feminist issues that stumped me.

Until my son told us that he was gay.
My husband and I never wavered in

our love and support of our son. But those
first few weeks were very hard for me. I
cried, a lot. I was surprised by my reac-
tion. My head and my heart were not in
sync. I did not care about people’s sexual
orientation, but I hadn’t envisioned what

that would look like in my own family. 
In those first few weeks, I worried

about my son’s friendships. I worried
about his safety. I worried about his
future. I worried about being a good
mom. And I worried about my family’s
place in our community.

Twenty-two years of making deci-

sions based on community norms, and
suddenly we were on the periphery. On
the surface, no one treated us any differ-
ently. Friends and family were wonder-
ful. But there were murmurings in the 
community. I heard that the school
administration spoke with the faculty, 

Continued on page 21
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“The Courage of Their Convictions” By David Benkof
Editor: DavidBenkof@gmail.com • Difficulty Level: Challenging  •  Solution on page 18

Across
1 She played Alice in "Bob & Carol

& Ted & Alice"
5 Prussian city where Heinrich Graetz

earned his doctorate
9 Relish at the deli?
14 "___ Nagila" (a New Jersey syna-

gogue's regular coffee klatch)
15 A challah's outline, more or less
16 You might have a Pesach set of it

17 Adelson's kind of machines in
Macau

18 Word to start making something
chosen

19 Sports under the chuppah?
20 She was convicted on March 29,

1951
23 Course where you can let your sins

function?

24 ___-balls (product the Hostess com-
pany says contains "pork-sourced"
gelatin)

25 He was convicted on March 12, 2009
32 Nail the bagrut
33 Carrie's royal role
34 In Ancient Israel, one talent meas-

ured 30
37 Israel: po :: Diaspora: __
39 What Jews do for Jerusalem from

their captivity, per Yehuda HaLevi
42 Ginsburg garment
43 Parts in the cantata "My Name is

Anne Frank"
45 Raw material for alchemist

Mordecai Modena
47 "Stay, ___" (translation of the Hindi

word Gokul - the name of St. Louis's
kosher vegetarian restaurant)

48 He was convicted on November 21,
1990

52 "___ Hayom" (song to end the camp
day)

53 Alum of 2-Down
54 They were convicted on September

10, 1924
62 Akamol alternative
63 7th of ___ (date of Moses's birth and

death)
64 Like a set of kosher silverware that

can be used for both meat and milk
66 "___ the harsh-tongued, melancholy

bell": Emma Lazarus
67 Onetime Tel Aviv mayor Roni
68 Lake ___ Monsters (Colby Cohen's

first pro hockey team)
69 Disraeli and others
70 It might help close a kittel
71 Gets some schach from a tree

Down
1 They may play at bar mitzvah parties
2 Hebrew was a required freshman

course there in the 18th century
3 Bereishit trio
4 Joan of grub
5 Original "Wicked" Wizard
6 Yeshiva of Shem and ___
7 Kind of particle discovered at

Hebrew U. that's shaped like a Star
of David

8 Model Miller who dated Jake
Gyllenhaal

9 Dope
10 King who rebuilt Jericho
11 Jaws of note
12 ___ off (how electricity shouldn't be

turned once Shabbat begins)
13 Used a pelephone
21 It once used the slogan "Tasti fan-

tasti"
22 Well-done part of the brisket
25 Kenny Aaronson played it with the

Rolling Stones
26 Heschel's "Israel: An ___ of

Eternity"
27 Ahasuerus's ranged from India to

Ethiopia
28 Important article in Yiddish
29 ___ Adumim (settlement in

Samaria)
30 Cedar alternative
31 "Your teeth are like a ___ of ewes

that came up from the washing":
Song of Songs

35 Mitch Miller took it up as a teen
36 Darned
38 Piggy question?
40 Part of HUC-JIR: Abbr.
41 Go from Alecia Beth Moore to

Pink?
44 Ruth and Esther, but not Daniel
46 Kosher ___ Spears
49 Prince of the stage
50 Jane of the settlement house move-

ment
51 "Oom-Pah-Pah" composer-lyricist

Bart
54 Tiberias or Tahoe
55 Fierstein character Turnblad
56 Pass ___ (eschew)
57 Tablet
58 Talmudist who's about to score in

tennis?
59 Lioness who was in love with

Matthew Broderick's character
60 It got you four shekels in 2001, six

shekels in 2007, and four shekels in
2015

61 A U-boat on a radar screen, perhaps
65 Moonves who greenlighted "Friends"
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lifecycles
Mazel Tov

… to Maya Halbert, who graduated
from Barnard College of Columbia
University with a B.A. in Architecture.
The daughter of Keiko and Alan Halbert,
Maya was named a senior marshal for
achievement in her academic and
extracurricular activities and was on the
Dean's List every year. She lives in New
York City, where she works for David
Stark Design. 

… to Dr. Robert Begtrup, child and
adolescent psychiatrist at Centerstone,
who received a Nashville Business
Journal 2015 Health Care Heroes Award
in the physician category on May 20 dur-
ing a luncheon at the Omni Nashville
Hotel. The awards honor Music City’s
outstanding health care leaders and are
selected by a panel of industry judges.

… to Rachel Faye Cohen, daughter
of Lee and Deborah Cohen and grand-
daughter of Florence Wittenstein, who
was accepted to the Des Moines
University College of Osteopathy and
will start classes in August.

Sympathy
… to the family of James Lawrence

“Jim” Berk II, 54. of Brentwood, who
died on May 14. He was born on August
2, 1960 to the late Dr. James and Mrs.
Cheryl Miller Berk in Akron, Ohio.
After earning his B.A. from Yale
University, Mr. Berk received his MBA
from Duke Fuqua School of Business.
He began his career in New York City as
a marketing executive for Multimedia
Entertainment. Mr. Berk then moved to
Nashville to pursue a career in produc-
ing and songwriting, eventually becom-
ing President and CEO of First Media
Communications, Inc. Mr. Berk was a
loving husband to his wife of 28 years,
Amy, and devoted father to his chil-
dren, Jamie and Melanie. A memorial
service was to be held at a later date.
Memorials may be made to Donate Life
America, an organization dedicated to

raising awareness for organ donation,
701 East Byrd Street, 16th Floor,
Richmond, VA 23219.

… to the family of Janet Sue
Lefkovitz Schklar, 67, who died on May
19 after a short illness. Known by friends
and loved ones as Susie, she was a won-
derful daughter, wife, mother, sister and
grandmother. Her generosity, intelli-
gence and quick wit will be missed by all
who knew her. A gifted mixed media and
watercolor artist, Susie expressed her
compositions on canvas and paper. She
expressed her devotion to friends and
family with an extraordinary talent for
turning both every day and momentous
life events into special celebrations.
Susie enjoyed encouraging fellow artists
and was a vibrant member of her local
art community.

She is survived by her husband,
Norman Schklar of Norcross, GA;
daughter, Jacki Schklar; son, Brett
Schklar and grandson Ari Schklar of
Denver; brother, Larry Lefkovitz (Karen)
of Nashville; brother-in-law, Steve
Schklar (Lois) of Toronto; sister-in-law,
Shelley Schklar of Murfreesboro; aunts,
Sylvia Shepard and Minnette Shepard,
both of Nashville. She was preceded in
death by her mother, Frances Shepard
Lefkovitz, and father, Oscar Arnold
Lefkovitz. She was also preceded in
death by her son, Roger Morris Schklar;
sister, Rosanne Ripps, and brother-in-
law, Maury Schklar.

Graveside services at West End
Synagogue Cemetery were conducted by
Rabbi Joshua Kulloch. Honorary
Pallbearers were Leah (Glenn) Bryce,
Seth (Eliza) Schklar, Scott Ripps,
Michael Ripps, Nancy and Phil
Hoffman, Julie and Frank Boehm, Randy
and Gretchen Goldstein, Tommy
Goldstein, Renee Alterman, Nathan
and Erin Lefkovitz, Rodney Rosenblum,
Steve and Lana White, and Roger, Mark
and Goldie Shepard. Memorials may be
made to the Kudzu Art Zone Susie
Schklar Scholarship Fund, 116 Carlyle
St. Norcross, GA, 30071; West End
Synagogue, 3814 West End Ave.,
Nashville, TN 37215, or the charity of
the donor’s choice.

… to the family of Leon Joseph
Seidner, 68, who died on May 26 in
Nashville. Born on Aug. 9, 1946 in
Cremona, Italy, he was preceded in
death by mother, Sara Seidner; father,
Jacob Seidner; brother, Shimon Seidner,
and sister, Janice Seidner Salinger. He is
survived by his loving children; son,
Daniel Seidner, and daughter, Kaylei
Seidner, both of Nashville, and sisters,
Betty Lipman (Larry) of Pulaski, TN,
and Helen Olsen (Ric), of Kingston
Springs, TN. Graveside services werre at
Sherith Israel Cemetery. Donations may
be made to Congregation Sherith Israel,
Rabbi Saul Strosberg Discretionary
Fund, 3600 West End Ave., Nashville,
TN 37205. 
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Continued from page 19
asking them to keep an eye on our
younger kids to make sure they were okay.
Nice, yes. Naïve, totally. But no one
reached out to us, the parents. Silence.

I wanted to wear my new status
proudly. I wanted everyone to know that
my son’s sexual orientation made no dif-
ference. But it was like learning a new
language. Do you tell everyone you see?
Do you casually bring the conversation
around? I did not want a silence that
could be misconstrued for discomfort.

I had my first opportunity to test my
new vocabulary at a Jewish Federation
meeting at my house.  My daughter sent
me a picture of her new piercing (nose
stud). Someone sitting next to me said,
“Are you okay with that?” I responded,
“Oh, that is totally no big deal. My son
just told us he is gay.” Well, that news
blast made everyone a little uncomfort-
able. So the script needed to be changed.
I kept working at balancing my goals of
announcing the news with avoiding
making other people feel uncomfortable.
Over time, however, my need to fill the
silence has diminished.

And as I grew more comfortable with
the news of my son’s sexual orientation,
my relationship with the Jewish commu-
nity grew more comfortable as well. As it
turns out, being on the periphery isn’t all
bad; actually it’s liberating. Once my son
was “out,” I felt out too. I felt a little less
bound by what everyone else was doing
and free to make my own decisions. And
I felt way more compassion for other fam-
ilies who seemed to be on the periphery.
Families whose kids’ needs couldn’t be
met by the day school. The mother deal-
ing with whispers of, “How could that
mother let that girl leave the house look-
ing like that?” I felt more empathic now
that we had joined “other.”

So how do I reconcile the religious
community’s discomfort with my son’s
sexual orientation? I don’t. And I am not
worried. I am optimistic and hopeful that
my son, his siblings, and friends are find-
ing their own way.

My prayer for my children, and
everyone’s children, is that they find a
meaningful and accepting religious home
for themselves. And if one doesn’t exist,
that they have the courage to build it. c

Susan Borison is the mother of five and
the editor of Your Teen Magazine (your-
teenmag.com), a magazine for parents of
teenagers. This piece originally appeared on
The Torch, a blog of the Jewish Orthodox
Feminist Alliance that explores issues of gen-
der and religion. 
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around the town

Crossword solution
D Y A N J E N A S A V O R

J A V A O V A L C H I N A

S L O T E E N Y H A S O N

E T H E L R O S E N B E R G

A L G S N O

B E R N A R D M A D O F F

A C E L E I A K I L O S

S H A M Y E A R N R O B E

S O L O S L E A D C O W

M I C H A E L M I L K E N

R A D E L I

L E O P O L D A N D L O E B

A D V I L A D A R N U L L

K N E L L M I L O E R I E

E A R L S S N A P L O P S
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I like to come here, Franz.  As I have for nearly twenty years now.

And the rose bush has turned into a lovely little tree.

I never had such a green thumb as you did, Franz. Probably you helped me there a

little bit, don’t you think?  And if one of the roots reaches down to you,

then that means a little bit of you is in the blossoms and you can

see the summer every year.

The people who run the cemetery said that the rose bush can

stay when the lease on the plot runs out.

Rami Shapiro will
lead The Temple’s
annual Taste of
Judaism lecture
series 

The Temple this month will hold its
annual Taste of Judaism, a three-part lec-
ture series in that offers individuals,
whether Jewish or not, an opportunity to
learn or re-learn about Jewish practices,
customs and beliefs. 

The guest lecturer will be Rabbi
Rami Shapiro, an award winning author,
poet, essayist, and educator. The series
will cover a sampling of Jewish texts, tra-
ditions, ethics, holidays, lifecycles, and
peoplehood. 

The lectures will begin at 7 p.m. at
the Temple on July 8, 15 and 22. 

Roseman will speak
about her new book
on 19th-century
Nashville axe murder 

Author Jean Roseman will speak at
Congregation Micah this month about
her new book about a shocking axe mur-
der that took place in the Nashville
Jewish community in 1884. 

Roseman’s presentation on her self-
published work title Barney and Clyde, an
Illustrated Tale of Murder and Madness,
will be at 10:15 a.m. on Thursday, July 9.

The book details a true story that
had a surprising legal outcome that is
studied in law schools today. Richly illus-
trated with rare photos that were sup-
pressed for more than a century, it pro-
vides insights into life in the infamous
section of Nashville known then as
Black Bottom. 

Bluff City Bash for
young adults set for
Aug. 28-29 in
Memphis 

The Bluff City Bash, a Jewish singles
weekend, is set for August 28-29 in
Memphis. 

Jewish Singles in their 20's and 30's
(must be 21) will be invited from
Memphis and surrounding cities in the
South including Nashville, Birmingham,
New Orleans, Mobile and Jackson, Miss. 

A block of rooms have been reserved
at the Spring Hill Suites in downtown
Memphis. In addition, home hospitality
will also be available upon request. 

The weekend will begin Friday
night with a happy hour at the Center
for Southern Folklore followed by a
Memphis style barbecue Shabbat dinner. 

A blow-out "bash" will take place on
Saturday night at an exciting venue
downtown featuring a live band, bar and
great food.  The weekend will be offered
at a very reduced rate as funding is being
secured by generous sponsors.  

A website and Facebook page is
being created by Sarah Lichterman, part
of the Bluff city bash committee. Others
on the host committee are: Brad
Eiseman, Cara Greenstein, Eric Mogey,
Stacy Wagerman, Adam Saslawsky and
Jeffrey Dreifus. 

Email bluffcitybash@gmail.com to
be included in this great weekend or to
become a sponsor. More information is
available at www.Bluffcitybash.com

Temple’s Next Dor
plans two July
events

Next Dor, The Temple group for
young adults and couples, has scheduled
Cheekwood Family Night at 6 p.m. on
Thursday, July 9. Those who want to
attend are invited to bring a picnic bas-

ket and dinner and enjoy an evening of
live music by The WannaBeatles,
including Temple member Dennis Scott. 

Next Dor will also hold a progres-
sive dinner on Saturday July 18. The
group will meet at 6 p.m. at The Temple
for appetizers and drinks and then head
to different restaurants around town
before meeting for dessert afterwards. For
more details and to RSVP for the dinner,
contact Rabbi Michael Shulman at rab-
bishulman@templenashville.org, or call
The Temple at (615) 352-7620.

GJCC July exhibits
will feature art from
China and works by
Goad and Camp
Davis

The Gordon Jewish Community
Center’s rotating exhibitions this month
will feature the work of artists from
China along that of renowned autistic
artist Grace Walker Goad and children
at the GJCC’s Camp Davis.

The Janet Levine March Gallery
will showcase a striking exhibition of
traditional Chinese art from mainland
China, including paper cut, black pot-
tery, embroidery and traditional
Chinese painting.

The JLM Gallery 2 will exhibit the
work of Goad, who was diagnosed in
1997 at the age of 3 with moderately
severe autism with intellectual disabili-
ties and severe speech/language disorder.
Goad has been painting since she was 4,
and her largely abstract work has across
the nation and been lauded in local and
national press for its advanced use of
color and composition.

The Sig Held Gallery will showcase
the art from children attending the
GJCC’s summer camp program.

A reception for the artists is 7-9 p.m.
Wednesday, July 8 at the GJCC, 801
Percy Warner Blvd.  There will be live
music by DJ Spun Counterguy along
with complimentary food and wine.  For
more information, contact the GJCC at
(615) 354-1699 or curator Carrie Mills
at carrie@nashvillejcc.org, or visit
www.nashvillejcc.org. 

“Fiddler” to be
staged this month
in Springfield

The Robertson County Players will
stage seven performances of “Fiddler On
the Roof” this month at Springfield High
School. 

Evening performances are scheduled
for 7 p.m. on July 9, 10, 11, 16, 17 and 18
along with a matinee performance at 2
p.m. on July 11. 

The production of the 1964 play
based on the work of Sholem Aleichem
is directed by Lewis Walling and pro-
duced by Danny Atchley. The sixty-plus
cast of actors, singers and dancers will be
backed by a full orchestra. 

On-line ticket sales are available at
ticketsnashville.com. Advance tickets
are $15 for adults, $18 at the door and
$10 for students. 
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Advertise in our
Professional Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the Nashville and Middle
Tennessee area by taking advantage of this cost-effective way

to reach a loyal repeat audience!

Call Carrie Mills,  Advertising Manager 
to Place YourProfessional Listing.  

Phone 615-354-1699 
or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

TUTORING
OMEGA LEARNING BELLE MEADE

K – 12 Tutoring and Test prep
Email: bellemeade@omegalearning.com 

Phone: 615-678-1927

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS

JONATHAN GLUCK, DDS, MSD
Specialist in Orthodontics 

Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics
Green Hills  269-5903

2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200
www.drgluck.com

PHYSICAL
THERAPISTS

THERAPY IN MOTION, P.C.
Dr Michael J. Malawey, PT
Dr Cindy M.  Malawey, PT

- Orthopedic disorders of the Neck,
Back and Extremities including post surgery

- Stroke and Brain injury recovery
- We bring the clinic to your home
- 40 years of combined experience

Therapy in Motion, P.C.
Call 760-224-3081 or 760-715-4789

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

PSYCHOTHERAPY & 
COUNSELING

IRA HELDERMAN, LPC/MHSP
Licensed Professional Counselor

Individual, Adolescent and Couples
Counseling

For consultation please contact me at:
615-473-4815

or ira.p.helderman@vanderbilt

REAL ESTATE

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nanspeller2014@gmail.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Lighting • Appliances • Hardware

Custom Cabinetry and Baths
We Light Up Your Life!

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS

Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177

www.PartyAnimalsTN.com Franklin Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

FranklinPargh.com
C. 615-351-7333

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

HOME COMPUTER
REPAIR

YOUR PERSONAL COMPUTER
TECHNICIAN

Brian Coulam 615-266-4155
References Available

brian.coulam@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE
FRIDRICH, PINSON & ROTHBERG

Jamie Rothberg
3825 Bedford Ave. Suite 203
Ph 327-9105  Dir 277-1483

jrothberg@FPRinsurance.com 

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,
Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection

212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

www.Zeitlin.com

Patricia Straus, Broker, MBA, CRS
RE/MAX Elite

Platinum Club Award Recipient
Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele

www.PatriciaStraus.com
O: 615.661.4400
M: 615.305.8465

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779
Office:  615.463.3333
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Get the best seats at NashvilleSymphony.org or call 615.687.6400.

N A S H V I L L E  S Y M P H O N Y  & Y O U

Perfect Together

T I C K E T S  F O R  1 0 0  C O N C E R T S  
O N  S A L E  J U L Y  1 7

YO U R  N A S H V I L L E  SY M P H O N Y.  L I V E  AT  T H E  S C H E R M E R H O R N .


