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“Your support has been invalu-
able in making NowGen what it is
today, and we just want to say thank
you so much,” said NowGen Chair
Tara Lerner in remarks to about 65
people at the reception.

Zimmerman was honored more
formally during the annual meeting
when outgoing Federation President
Andy May presented him with the 

Continued on page 2

And well he should have since
the Federation’s division for young
adult professionals was holding the
reception to honor Zimmerman and
his wife, Etta, for establishing endow-
ment funds with the Jewish
Foundation that provide crucial sup-
port for NowGen and other programs
aimed at building Jewish identity
among teens and young adults in
Nashville. 

By CHARLES BERNSEN

R
aymond Zimmerman is
north of 80 years old,
but he clearly felt right
at home chatting with a
roomful of young adults
at a NowGen Nashville

reception before the June 18 annual
meeting of the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

Zimmerman honored, Hyatt elected
Federation president at annual meeting

Carol Hyatt, the newly elected president of the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee, addresses about 165 people
at the annual meeting on June 18. PHOTO BY RICK MALKIN

Federation approves $2 million in grants for
2014-2015, adds funds for preschool scholarships,
education programs in Hadera-Eiron

By CHARLES BERNSEN

M
embers of the
G r a n t s
D i s t r i b u t i o n
Committee of the
Jewish Federation
of Nashville and

Middle Tennessee have a lot to smile
about: They were able to maintain or
increase funding in the new fiscal year
for virtually every existing program
while adding some new initiatives,
both locally and internationally. 

The committee’s proposals for
2014-2015 were approved unani-
mously by the Federation board at its

May 27 meeting. It marks the fifth
year that funding decisions have been
guided by Best Jewish Nashville, a
planning process aimed at identifying
and responding quickly to community
needs and priorities. 

In all, the committee distributed
more than $1.98 million to 73 local, 
national and international programs,
which represents 90 percent of the
total projected to be raised by the
2014 annual campaign and a 1 per-
cent increase over the previous year’s
distributions. 

“The Grants Committee works
hand in hand with the campaign
leadership to make the funding of

these programs and services possible,”
said Harriet Schiftan, planning direc-
tor for the Nashville Federation.
“With our new funding process, we
are serving more people locally and
around the world and we are grateful
for the continued hard work of the
campaign team.

“There is so much more to do, so
many at-risk teens, so many impover-
ished older adults, the list of needs
locally and elsewhere is long. Next
year, we hope to reach even more
Jews in need, inspire leaders of
tomorrow, and enrich Jewish life for
all of us.”

Continued on page 3
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Join us to say farewell to

hadar!!!

Farewell Party for our Community Shlicha Hadar Moskovitz

Thursday August 7, 2014 from 5:30 to 7:30 pm 

There is no charge for this event     

Rsvp to Barbara@jewishnashville.orgOF NASHVILLE AND MIDDLE TENNESSEE
& Jewish Foundation

Drinks , Appetizers, Toasts, Fun, and Surprises!
Please come to say Todah Rabah and Le’Hitraot to Hadar

in the gjcc auditorium 

Zimmerman honored, Hyatt elected 
Federation president at annual meeting
Continued from page 1

President’s Award, established in
2012 to recognize individuals for excep-
tional service to Jews in Nashville, Israel
and around the globe. May noted that
funds established by Zimmerman and his
family support not only NowGen but
also programs that have funded Israel
trips and immersive experiences for hun-
dreds of Nashville teens and young
adults as well as the Gesher Fund to help
families in need after the 2008 economic
downturn. 

Also at the meeting, outgoing board
member Mindy Hirt received the Young
Leadership Award and new Federation
board members and officers were
installed, including incoming President
Carol Hyatt. 

Zimmerman said it was exciting to see
so many young people attending the recep-
tion and the annual meeting that followed.
“This is the future of the Jewish people,” he
said, accepting the accolades in behalf of
three generations of his family.

Zimmerman made a point of prais-
ing the NowGen program’s success com-
peting in a marketplace in which young
adults have so many choices about where
to put their time and energy.

“It’s like retailing – you have to give
them what they want,” he said. “You all
should be awfully proud of what you’re
doing here.”

It was a bit of serendipity that
Zimmerman’s honor coincided with the
departure of Joel Abramson, the
Federation’s community engagement asso-

Raymond Zimmerman (left) received the
President’s Award from outgoing Federation
President Andy May. PHOTO BY RICK MALKIN

ciate, who is leaving after three years to
pursue graduate studies at Brandeis
University. The position is underwritten by
one of the Zimmerman family funds, and
Abramson has been credited with building
NowGen into a program that sponsors
more than 150 social, philanthropic, serv-
ice and networking events each year that
engage hundreds of young adults.  

Noting that Zimmerman’s financial
support made it possible for the
Federation to bring Abramson to
Nashville, May said, “You do good things
and other good things happen.” 

Hyatt assumes her position as presi-
dent after seven years on the board and
five years, including two as co-chair, on
the Grants Distribution Committee that
implemented Best Jewish Nashville, the
Jewish Federation’s planning and priori-
ty-setting process. 

In brief remarks to about 165 people
at the annual meeting, Hyatt said she is
excited about “being part of the contin-
ued effort to make these good things
happen” and listed several projects the
board will be implementing in the com-
ing year, including
An update of a 2002 demographic

study of the Jewish community in
Nashville.

An initiative to increase the num-
ber of major donors to the annual
campaign.

A focus on encouraging the estab-
lishment of philanthropic funds
with the Nashville Federation and
Foundation by Nashville’s multi-
generational families.

A communications and marketing
plan for the Federation.

Assessing, refining and improving
the Best Jewish Nashville process. 
Hyatt also said she would like to see

the Federation start an “ambassador”
program in which individuals who are
already active as advocates and volun-
teers would reach out to engage others in
the Jewish community who are not. 

In addition to Hyatt, other officers
elected and installed at the meeting were
Vice President Lisa Perlen, Secretary
Irwin Venick and Treasurer Steve
Hirsch. New board members include
Lori Fishel, Aron Karabel, David Levy,
Janet Weismark and Amy Smith. Hyatt
named Fred Zimmerman and Faith
Haber Galbraith as president’s
appointees to the board. Rabbi Yitzchok
Tiechtel will serve as the rabbinic repre-
sentative on the board. c
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Federation approves $2 million in grants for 2014-2015, adds funds 
for preschool scholarships, education programs in Hadera-Eiron
Continued from page 1

Among the most significant funding
decisions are: 
A change in the funding for pre-

school scholarships that gives needy
families more flexibility in choosing
where to send their children. While
continuing to fund scholarships to
the Early Childhood Learning
Center at the Gordon Jewish
Community Center, the Federation
will also fund scholarships for chil-
dren who attend the preschools at
Congregation Micah and The
Temple.  

New grants to two educational pro-
grams that serve at-risk Jewish chil-
dren in Hadera-Eiron, the region of
Israel partnered with Nashville and
eight other Southeast communities
in the Partnership2Gether program.
One is a learning lab at the Hillel
Yaffe Medical Center outside of
Hadera that serves children who
need to stay in the hospital for more
than three days. The other is the
MAKSAM after-school tutoring
program that serves the children of
Ethiopian immigrants in Hadera.  
“With Best Jewish Nashville, we

now have an established system for pro-
gram-based funding from which we can

build,” said Lisa Perlen, who co-chaired
the Grants Committee with Faith
Haber Galbraith. “In the coming year,
we will work on several fronts: prioritiz-
ing our overseas program funding, uti-
lizing data from an updated population
study to re-evaluate community priori-
ties and enhance efforts to bring servic-
es to geographic clusters outside the
traditional venues, continue our col-
laboration with stakeholders to coordi-
nate funding efforts and services for our
community.”

Best Jewish Nashville is a collabo-
rative planning process that relies on
broad feedback from the local Jewish
community and regular re-evaluation of
its needs. It began in 2010 with a sys-
tematic survey to establish baseline pri-
orities that could then be used to evalu-
ate requests and guide funding deci-
sions. A recent meeting of the Jewish
Federations of North America featured
a presentation on Best Jewish
Nashville, and the Jewish Federation of
Nashville has received numerous
inquiries from others interested in
implementing a similar process. 

“With the help and support from a
lot of dedicated people in our commu-
nity, we have successfully moved to a
grants funding process in which an

agency’s funding request is carefully
considered and the committee’s deci-
sions are guided by the priority rankings
from the Best Jewish Nashville study of
2010,” said Haber Galbraith, whose
tenure as co-chair of the Grants
Committee is ending. “This approach
allows us to respond to the needs of our
Jewish community by granting funds to
programs and services where they are
most needed.”

The change in preschool scholar-
ship funding demonstrates the ability of
Best Jewish Nashville to respond to
needs identified by the community, said
Ben Russ, a member of the Grants
Committee who will join Perlen as its
co-chair this year. The decision to fund
scholarships at all three of Nashville’s
Jewish preschools means families with a
demonstrated need will be able to get
financial help regardless of which of
them their children attend, he said. 

One of the hallmarks of the Best
Jewish Nashville process is the New
Initiatives Grants program. Each year
funds are set aside to underwrite innova-
tive programs that bubble up from any-
where in the community and address
core priorities identified in the 2010 sur-

vey: next generation engagement and
leadership, services for seniors, Israel
education and advocacy and local/global
initiatives. 

In the past four years, the Federation
has funded 31 such initiatives, many of
which have become core services or pro-
grams for the agencies and organizations
that run them – the TGIT (Thank
Goodness It’s Thursday) program at the
GJCC, for example, and Vanderbilt
Hillel’s Senior Class Initiative.  

This year 2 percent of the budget,
or about $50,000, has been set aside to
fund another round of New Initiative
Grants. Requests for proposals for those
funds will go out in late summer or
early fall. 

As she rotates off the Grants com-
mittee, Haber Galbraith said, “It has
been a privilege to serve during this
transformative process. As we have
analyzed needs and worked hard to
match funding, I have been introduced
to many dimensions of our community
and to programs serving those needs. I
have learned—first hand—about our
community’s commitment to lead
through serving and supporting those
who need us the most.” c

Local Scout gets Ner Tamid award at BSA national convention in Nashville 

W
hen he received
the Ner Tamid
pendant in front
more than 1,000
onlookers last May,
Boy Scout Liam

McDonald wasn’t nervous. In fact, he
said, “the hardest part was trying not to
smile all of the time while I was on stage.” 

Liam, 14, had plenty of reason to
smile. He was being recognized for earn-
ing the oldest religious award for Jewish
scouts during the Duty to God Breakfast
at the national Boy Scouts of America
Convention at the Opryland. 

Established by the National Jewish
Committee on Scouting in 1945, the

Ner Tamid is one of
several religious
awards available to
scouts of different
faiths. To earn it, a
Jewish scout must
perform three service
projects and demon-
strate broad knowl-
edge of Jewish history
and culture, includ-
ing traditional obser-
vances in the home,
synagogue worship, religious texts, and
Jewish society in America and around
the world.  

“In one way [earning the award] was

hard to accomplish because I had to
learn about things you don't learn about
every day, like famous people in Jewish
history,” said Liam, who is a member of
Troop 42 sponsored by the Gordon
Jewish Community Center. “In other
ways it was easy, because I just had to
explain or demonstrate things I do all of
the time like observe Shabbat, keep
kosher, and say blessings.”

Liam, who is homeschooled,
entered the scouting program as a
Webelo when he was 10 and became a
Boy Scout two years later. “I joined to
make friends, because I was curious
about what scouting was, and I like
camping,” he said. c

On hand to see Liam McDonald receive the
Ner Tamid award were his parents, Kenneth
and Barbara McDonald, and his little broth-
er, Ilan. PHOTO BY DAVID LEVY

The Ner Tamid
pendant
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Editorial Submissions Policy 
and Deadlines 

The Jewish Observer welcomes the sub-
mission of information, news items, fea-
ture stories and photos about events rel-
evant to the Jewish community of
Greater Nashville. We prefer e-mailed
submissions, which should be sent as
Word documents to Editor Charles
Bernsen at charles@jewishnashville.org.
Photos must be high resolution (at least
300 dpi) and should be attached as jpegs
to the e-mail with the related news item
or story. For material that cannot be e-
mailed, submissions should be sent to
Charles Bernsen, The Jewish Observer,
801 Percy Warner Blvd., Suite 102,
Nashville TN 37205. Photos and copy
sent by regular mail will not be returned
unless prior arrangement is made.
Publication is at the discretion of The
Observer, which reserves the right to
edit submissions. 

To ensure publication, submissions must
arrive by the 15th of the month prior to
the intended month of publication. 

For advertising deadlines, contact
Carrie Mills, advertising manager, at
615-354-1699, or by email at
carrie@nashvillejcc.org.
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Residential Real Estate is What I do!
Buying, Selling, or Investing
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Call my Daddy,
He’s the BEST!
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Nashville will say “le’hitraot” to shlicha Hadar Moskovitz on August 7
By CHARLES BERNSEN

I
t was just a few months after
Hadar Moskovitz came to
Nashville in 2012 to be the com-
munity’s shlicha (Israeli emissary)
that she experienced first-hand
the importance of her mission – to

foster the bond between the Jewish dias-
pora and her home country.

Waves of rockets launched by Hamas
were raining down on civilian areas of
Israel, some of them not far from her
hometown of Shoham outside of Tel Aviv. 

“The tension was high and it was
hard for me to be away from home in this
kind of situation,” she recalled. “But the
Nashville community was really support-
ive. I got emails and phone calls . . . and
we had a big rally here in Nashville with
400 people who came to stand up for
Israel. I will never forget that day – I
understood how important it is for Israel
to have the support of the global Jewish
community in the United States.”

Moskovitz has spent the past two
years nurturing that connection. As her
two-year appointment as shlicha comes to
an end, the Nashville community will
hold a party in her honor next month at
the Gordon Jewish Community Center
to say todah rabah (thanks very much) for
all she has done to strengthen
Nashville’s understanding of and con-
nection to Israel. 

There will be drinks, appetizers,
toasts to Moskovitz and a few surprises.
The event, which is from 5:30-7:30 p.m.
on Thursday, August 7, is free and open
to everyone. Those planning to attend
are asked to RSVP to Barbara Schwarz at
barbara@jewishnashville.org.

“We are certainly not saying goodbye
to Hadar but rather le-hitraot, which mean
until we see you again. Hadar will always

have a home in this community because of
the personal relationships she had devel-
oped,” said Harriet Schiftan, director of
planning for the Jewish Federation of
Nashville and Middle Tennessee. 

Funded by the Jewish Agency for
Israel and local partners, the Community
Shlichim Program sends young Israelis to
serve in Jewish communities throughout
the world for one or two years. Working
in host organizations like the Nashville
Federation, the shlichim engage the com-
munities they serve, especially children
and young adults, in a range of Jewish cul-
tural, educational and social activities. 

Moskovitz, 28, became Nashville’s
shlicha in August of 2012, succeeding
Inbar Shaked. Shaked was the commu-
nity’s first shlicha and served only one
year, so the position was still relatively
new when Moskovitz took over, and she
has been able to put her own stamp on
the role. 

Asked what accomplishment she is
most proud of, Moskovitz cited the com-
munitywide  observance of Yom
Ha’atzmaut, Israel’s Independence Day.
Not only did she plan and organize the
2013 and 2014 celebrations, she trans-
formed the annual event by introducing

a moving torch-lighting ceremony in
which 12 Nashville residents are hon-
ored for their work in strengthening the
community’s ties to Israel. 

The Nashville ceremony is modeled
after one that takes place in Israel every
Yom Ha’atzmaut when 12 citizens are
given the honor of lighting torches atop
Mount Herzl. It has proven so successful
that it has been replicated by other
shlichim around the country.

Moskovitz also has played an inte-
gral role in the Get Connected Program
for teens, helping to plan and lead two
trips to Israel, including one just last
month. This year she also introduced
Sifriyat Pijama, an adjunct program of the
PJ Library that provides books in Hebrew
to children with at least one Hebrew-
speaking parent. 

Aside from these kinds of formal
programs and events, Moskovitz has
organized or taken part in dozens of small
events and impromptu activities at virtu-
ally every Jewish institution in Nashville

– leading demonstration classes on
Israeli cuisine, making a presentation
about Israeli culture to Vanderbilt stu-
dents preparing for a visit there, arrang-
ing Purim gift basket exchanges among
staff at the GJCC and Jewish
Federation, teaching Hebrew at
Nashville synagogues.  

“We have been so blessed as a com-
munity to have Hadar spend two years
with us sharing her incredible positive
enthusiasm for all things Israel,” said
Schiftan. Noting that Moskovitz has
worked with young children, teens and
adults and built strong relationships with
every segment of the community,
Schiftan added,  “We all owe Hadar a
huge thanks for her cheerful and tireless
work in Nashville.”

Moskovitz’s only previous extended
visit to the United States came when she
was 17 during a summer tour as a mem-
ber of an Israel Scout delegation. She
had long wanted to return for a longer
visit and work in an American Jewish
community, so after graduating from Ben
Gurion University of the Negev with a
degree in business management, she
applied to the Jewish Agency for Israel
for a posting as a shlicha.

Moskovitz said the past two years
have taught her a lot about something
that many Israelis don’t fully understand
– the effort needed to nurture Jewish
identity among communities in a larger,
non-Jewish society. “I was amazed to see
how Judaism can thrive outside of Israel
with a constant and joint effort of com-
munity leaders, rabbis and educators who
work tirelessly to make it relevant and
vibrant,” she said.

Moskovitz isn’t sure what’s next for
her. She might study for a master’s degree
in management or education. 

“Whatever it will be, I’m excited to
go back to Israel and look to the future,”
she said. “But I’ll always miss Nashville,
and this experience will stay part of me
forever.” c

Shlicha Hadar Moskovitz (third from left) accompanies Nashville teens on a Get Connected
trip to Israel last month. She says her two years in Nashville “will stay part of me forever.”
PHOTO BY DIANNE KIMBROUGH
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JFS: Building relationships and community 
By PAM KELNER 

W
elcome Shabbat is
Jewish Family
Service’s newest
program.  We create
a Friday evening
Shabbat experience

for seniors, complete with a service and
beautiful nutritious meal of chicken, wine
and challah. This “evening” service takes
place during the day. 

When surveying seniors, we learned
that many no longer go to synagogue for
Friday night services because they don’t
like to travel at night. Others told us
they don’t cook a nice Shabbat
meal…what is the point when cooking
for one?  Responding to those needs, we
launched Welcome Shabbat during the
day on Friday.

We also intentionally created
Welcome Shabbat as an intergenera-
tional experience, inviting students from
Akiva, Vanderbilt Hillel and Chabad to
lead services.  In our grant proposal to
the Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee, we expressed confi-
dence that one of the most appealing
aspects of Welcome Shabbat for the sen-
iors would be the joy of interacting with

Shabbat leaders of all ages. 
Boy did we achieve this goal!
Akiva students led the first and last

Welcome Shabbat services.  Before the
second, one of the students, Ari
Ruchman, approached Anna Sir, who

runs the program. He wanted to know if
Varda, one of the seniors he had met at
the first service, would be at there.

“I really enjoyed talking and eating
with her. I really hope that she will be
there so I can see her again,” he said. 

Ari’s mother explained that after
the first Welcome Shabbat, he talked
non-stop about Varda. He was looking
forward with great anticipation to seeing
her again.  Varda did attend the second
Welcome Shabbat, where she and Ari
deepened their relationship.  

A week later, Varda approached JFS
staff social worker Toni Jacobsen at TGIT,
the regular Thursday luncheon at the
Gordon Jewish Community Center.  “I
think Ari is graduating from Akiva soon, I
would really like to go to his graduation,”
she said. “Do you think that is possible?”   

We called Ari’s parent’s to see if it
would be okay. “Okay??!!,” they said. “He
would love to have her there. He’s a bit
disappointed because his own grandpar-
ents won’t be able to make it to gradua-
tion, but once he hears this, he will be
thrilled.”  

So, Varda went to graduation and it
made both her and Ari’s day.    

I tell you this story for four reasons.
One is that we uncovered multiple

needs in the community and created a
program to meet those needs.  Second,
we set goals for our programs and we
achieve them.  

Third, is that we have relationships
with people to make things happen.
Every week Toni goes to the Thursday
lunches to check in on the seniors.  She
asks them if they need anything, notices
if there are any changes and tries to
address their concerns.  As a result, the
seniors trust and are comfortable with
Toni. If that wasn’t the case, Varda
wouldn’t have approached her to see if it
was okay to go to Ari’s graduation.

The fourth reason is that as a non-
profit we tend to get caught up in statis-
tics.  Very often that is how a program is
judged.  To be quite honest, we aren’t
serving very many people in this pro-
gram.  On average we have 10 to 15 sen-
iors at a lunch.  But stories like this one
make it all worth it. It shows how rela-
tionships and community are built, how
people care for one another – one child,
one adult, one family at a time!  c

Pam Kelner is executive director of
Jewish Family Service in Nashville. This
article is adapted from her remarks in June
at the JFS annual meeting. 

Varda and Ari Ruchman met and have become
friends through the Welcome Shabbat pro-
gram operated by Jewish Family Service.  

Summer of fun begins at Camp Davis with new song
leader, nature specialist and other improvements

T
he 2014 season is under-
way at Camp Davis, and
the Gordon Jewish
Community Center’s sum-
mer day camp program has
initiated a bevy of addi-

tions and improvements.
Gainne Hillier, a music education

major, has been hired as the camp song
leader and is helping campers fill the
halls of Akiva School and the GJCC
grounds with music. 

“Music and the spirit that comes
with singing songs with your friends is
one thing we have been missing here at
camp; we are so excited to have Gianne
to help us fill that need this summer,”
said Camp Davis Director Claire
Coleman.

Also new at camp this summer is
nature specialists Eli Holmes, who is
teaching campers about wilderness sur-
vival, animal tracking, outdoor cooking
and the enjoyment of being outside. 

Camp Davis also welcomed two new
shlichot this summer: Arts and crafts spe-
cialist Yuval Shabi is helping kids cover
the GJCC with paper flowers and pup-
pets while Israeli culture specialist Omer
Weinstein keeps them moving with
Israeli music and dance classes. Israel is
well represented at Camp Davis this
summer with a Hebrew word of the day
and a new Israeli song each day at morn-
ing ruach (spirit). 

Camp Davis also has added healthi-
er and tasty options for lunch and
snacks. Erika Shuman is serving whole
grain pastas, tuna pinwheels and other
delicious vegetarian (and kosher) con-
coctions, while a new partnership with a
Nashville area farmer’s market vendor
has allowed Camp Davis to provide fresh
fruit for afternoon snack. 

Sheri Rosenberg, BBYO director
and assistant camp director, has
spiffed up the Leaders in Training

(LIT) and Counselor in Training
(CIT) programs to be more compre-
hensive and enriching. This year LITs
and CITs not only perform service at
the camp but also take off each Friday
to participate in a service trip at a site
in the Nashville community. In this
way young leaders have the opportu-
nity to have an impact in the commu-
nity as well as camp. 

Camp Davis is open to children
entering kindergarten through 10th
grade. Weekly sessions, which run
through Aug. 8, are $275 ($290 for the
Masa program). The new, lower fees for
the LIT and CIT programs are $175 a
week and $150 a week respectively. Each
session is Monday-Friday, 8:30 a.m.-3:30
p.m. with the option of extended care
from 7 a.m.-6 p.m. 

It’s not too late to join in the fun. Just
email campdavis@nashvillejcc.org. c

Shoresh campers (traditional camp for 1st-
3rd grades) learn the pool rules before get-
ting in the water for their first swim lesson
at Camp Davis.

Campers learn a new Israeli song during morning ruach (spirit).

The Observer is online at
www.jewishobservernashville.org
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CSI celebrates dedication of new Stern
Torah scroll with parade and song

By CHARLES BERNSEN

T
here was a short parade
down West End Avenue
on Sunday, June 1 – com-
plete with fire trucks and
a band – and the grand
marshal was the Torah.  

More than 200 people
turned out on a warm spring day as
Congregation Sherith Israel celebrated
the dedication of the Sol Stern and Rose
Stern Torah, its first new Torah scroll in
half a century. 

The Stern Torah will replace one
that had become worn beyond repair
and was buried with longtime member
Morris Kraft. But in remarks at the ded-
ication, Sherith Israel Rabbi Saul
Strosberg noted that, as the celebratory
atmosphere indicated, the acquisition
of a new scroll has meaning far beyond
the practical. 

“It symbolizes our need and thirst
for the knowledge of our tradition,” he
said, “The Torah is our moral compass;
it is our guide . . . The Torah shows us
how to live a life with God at its cen-
ter; and with the Jewish people as our
immediate family.” 

The ceremonial completion of the
last few lines of the scroll by members of
the congregation took place beneath a
tent under the guidance of Rabbi
Shmuel Schneid from Monsey, New

York. The scroll was then hoisted aloft
and carried down the short parade route
led by a Nashville Fire Department
truck and a band led by Rabbi
Strosberg’s brother, Rami. 

The new scroll was made possible
by a generous donation from a trust
established by the late Sol Stern and
Rose Stern, siblings and longtime
Sherith Israel members for whom it is
named. The congregation raised addi-
tional funds through the Torah Project
in which members of the community
memorialized or honored loved ones
by dedicating particular passages in
the scroll or its ornaments.  Its deep
blue mantel with gold trim was dedi-
cated by the Kraft family in memory of
Morris Kraft. 

The Torah Project was Sherith
Israel’s most successful fundraising
program ever, raising enough money
not only to pay for the new scroll but
also to refurbish most of the shul’s
remaining scrolls. 

“It’s been a labor of love for all of
us,” said Roberta Goodman, who
chaired the project along with Shelly
Lutz. 

Said Evelyn Koch, president of the
Sherith Israel board, “It has been won-
derful that so many people from the
Jewish community have chosen to dedi-
cate a part of our new Torah. Every time
their special part is read, ti will resonate

Ken Kraft (right center) carries the new Sol Stern and Rose Stern Torah during the parade at
its dedication. Kraft, who was friends with Stern siblings, spoke fondly about them during the
dedication. PHOTO BY RICK MALKIN

Members of Congregation Sherith Israel, joined by others in the Jewish community and
beyond, sing as the new Torah is displayed before being placed in the ark for the first time.
PHOTO BY RICK MALKIN

Sherith Israel names Lutz 
and Kelner as officers

C
ongregation Sherith
Israel named two new
board officers at its
annual meeting on June
17: Diana Lutz was
elected vice president

for membership and Pam Kelner
recording secretary.  

Continuing on the board are Evelyn
Koch, president; Greg Goldberg, vice
president for administration; Roberta
Goodman, vice president for program-
ming; Evan Rittenberg, treasurer, and
Marty Kooperman, financial secretary. 

Koch said a major focus for the
upcoming year will be to increase
youth programming. “That will be one
of the main responsibilities of the syn-
agogue’s new assistant rabbi, Aaron
Finkelstein, who has been charged
with revamping the Sunday School,”
she said.

Rabbi Finkelstein is expected to
start his new position later this summer.
“It is always exciting to have new blood
in an organization, and we hope Aaron
and his wife Julie will infuse us all with a
feeling of renewal,” Koch said. c

as a connection to all of these folks –
whether they are Shul members, rela-
tives of early pillars of our Shul . . . or

simply friends from Nashville or else-
where who realize how special it is to
dedicate a new Sefer Torah.” c

The Observer is online at
www.jewishobservernashville.org
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Micah Mitzvah Expo
1 - 4 p.m.

Sunday, August 17

Free Registration
First 100 receive a free gift

Planners - Caterers - DJ’s - Venues - & More
Door prizes!

Pre-register online and get your free gift!
www.congregationmicah.org/expo

Congregation Micah | 2001 Old Hickory Blvd. | Brentwood, TN 37027

Sponsors:

Free Entrance!

   e v e n t s     d e s i g n  

Celebrating a life cycle event? 
Bar/Bat Mitzvah? Engagement? Wedding? Retirement? Baby naming? 
Come meet vendors that can help you in your party planning process! 
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Joint Chabad-CSI commemoration of Rebbe on July 1 among 
local events commemorating 20th anniversary of his passing 

C
habad of Nashville is
gearing up to join thou-
sands of communities
worldwide in marking
the 20th anniversary of
the passing of the Rebbe,

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson,
on July 1.

Several events are being planned or
are underway in Nashville to commem-
orate the occasion: 
 A celebration of the Rebbe’s life

will be held at 6:45 p.m. on Tuesday,
July 1 at Congregation Sherith
Israel. Co-sponsored by Sherith
Israel and Chabad of Nashville, the
event is an opportunity for members
of the Nashville community to
reflect on and rededicate them-
selves to his teachings and ideals. It

will include a musical tribute by
Rabbi Saul Strosburg featuring
some of the nigunnim (spiritual
melodies) taught by the Rebbe  as
well as the premier of a video with
the Rebbe's “Marching Orders.”
Rabbi Yitzchok Tiechtel from
Chabad of Nashville will share rec-
ollections of his childhood years
growing up with the Rebbe and
reflect on who the Rebbe was and
what he stood for.

 Nashville's Jewish Learning
Institute has been offering  a course
entitled “Paradigm Shift”exploring
Rabbi Schneerson’s philosophy and
outlook and offering participants
the chance to see things from a rad-
ically different perspective.

 A local delegation headed by Rabbi

Tiechtel and his wife, Esther
Tiechtel, will be traveling to the
Rebbe’s resting place in Queens,
N.Y. to pray for the wellbeing of the
Nashville Jewish community.

 Gov. Bill Haslam has proclaimed
July 1, as a “Day of Good Deeds” in
honor of the Rebbe and is calling
on all the state’s citizens “to
increase in their acts of goodness
and kindness towards one another.”
Noting that the Rebbe is often

described as the most influential rabbi of
the modern era, Rabbi Tiechtel said,
“His pioneering efforts to reach out lov-
ingly to every Jew and connect them
with their Jewish heritage have touched
millions of lives and forever transformed
the landscape of Jewish life. His teach-
ings about the inherent goodness of all

mankind, and the infinite potential of
every individual and each good deed,
galvanized countless far and wide, and
are increasingly studied.”

Rabbi Tiechtel said that new infor-
mation about the Rebbe’s early life and
his global impact has been steadily emerg-
ing via an oral history project and much
dogged historical pursuit and sleuthing.
Two biographical works on the Rebbe by
renowned Jewish scholars have just been
published: My Rebbe (Maggid/Koren
Press) by Rabbi Adin Even Israel
Steinsaltz  and Rebbe: The Life and
Teachings of Menachem M. Schneerson, the
Most Influential Rabbi in Modern History
(Harper) by Rabbi Joseph Telushkin. 

For more information about local
events call (615) 646-5750 or email
rabbi@chabadnashville.com c

Rabbi Menachem Mendel Schneerson

The Rebbe’s Big Idea
By RABBI JOSEPH 
TELUSHKIN

NEW YORK (JTA) — Rabbi
Menachem Mendel Schneerson, the sev-
enth Lubavitcher Rebbe, was inarguably
the most well-known rabbi since Moses
Maimonides.

Hundreds of prominent rabbinic fig-
ures have lived in the intervening 800
years since Maimonides died. But how
many can be named before an audience
of Jews from the United States, Israel,
France or the former Soviet Union —
the four largest Jewish communities in
the world today — and be so widely rec-
ognized, without the speaker needing to
add several sentences explaining who
the person was?

The Rebbe died 20 years ago this
month, but he remains to this day well-
known among Jews of all denominations.
And beyond. Visitors to Morocco have
long reported seeing two pictures hang-

ing in Moroccan Jewish homes, one of
the Moroccan king and one of the
Rebbe. Just a few days ago, I saw a pic-
ture of the Rebbe in my local barber-
shop; the owner is from Uzbekistan.

But, of course, what matters far
more is the influence the Rebbe contin-
ues to exert. Several factors in particular
account for the Rebbe’s extraordinary
impact: First, his innovative ideas on
how to reach Jews (later non-Jews as
well), along with the army of emissaries
he nurtured to carry out his ideas and his
vision, eventually in well over a thou-
sand cities.

In addition to his innovative cam-
paigns to reach out both to communities
and to individuals, perhaps the foremost
idea the Rebbe preached was the love of
every Jew. This idea may sound neither
innovative nor revolutionary. After all,
“Love your neighbor as yourself” — the
basis of the Golden Rule — is the
Torah’s most famous verse (Leviticus

19:18), and two of Judaism’s best-known
rabbis, Hillel and Akiva, regarded it as
Judaism’s most fundamental law.

With such emphasis on the cen-
trality of love of neighbor, it would
seem that interpersonal love was always
a uniformly treasured and practiced
part of Judaism. Only it wasn’t. The
Talmud attributes the first-century
Roman destruction of Judea and the
Temple in Jerusalem to sinat chinam,
causeless hatred, inside the Jewish com-
munity. Internal conflicts, often seri-
ous, have long characterized Jewish
communal life.

The Rebbe intuited that while all
Jews are familiar with the commandment
to love one’s neighbor, it seems that vir-
tually everyone, even some otherwise
very great figures, have rationales to jus-
tify why it doesn’t apply to those with
whom they disagree.

The Rebbe therefore modeled a new
pattern, one of non-judgmental love for
all Jews. Israel’s former chief rabbi, Israel
Meir Lau, has recalled a meeting he had
as a young man with the Rebbe. Lau
proudly explained his involvement in
kiruv rechokim, bringing back to Judaism
lost Jews who had strayed far away. The
Rebbe immediately corrected this inher-
ently judgmental language: “We cannot
label anyone as being ‘far.’ Who are we
to determine who is far and who is near?
They are all close to God.”

The belief in the brotherhood of all
Jews, not just those who live like you, led
to another remarkable innovation: the
Rebbe’s willingness to send his followers
out into the world. For the first time in
Jewish history, a campaign was launched
to reach every Jewish community and
every Jew in the world.

The Lubavitch movement now has
Chabad houses in 48 American states
(only Mississippi and South Dakota are
without permanent Chabad representa-
tion) and in some 80 countries, run by
over 4,000 Chabad couples. The shluchim
(emissaries), as these couples are known,
go to countries as Jewishly remote as the
Congo and Cambodia and to cities with
small Jewish communities like Jackson
Hole, Wyo. It is for this reasons such as
this that Rabbi Eric Yoffie, the immedi-
ate past president of the Union for
Reform Judaism, referring, among other
things, to Chabad’s outreach, once
declared: “We must follow the example
of Chabad.”

It is the Rebbe’s legacy that today
there are few leaders of any Jewish
denomination who would disagree with
this advice. c

Rabbi Joseph Telushkin is the author of
the new book Rebbe: The Life and
Teachings of Menachem M. Schneerson,
the Most Influential Rabbi in Modern
History. 

New and Improved Shalom Taxi!
We’ve made it easier for you to use!

To purchase $5 vouchers 
contact Carrie Mills at the 

Gordon Jewish Community Center 
at 615-354-1680 or email:
carrie@nashvillejcc.org

Monday - Saturda certified MTA access driver!
ra riders going to the same destination will not need a

voucher and will only pay $1 per extra rider.
Six riders maximum per same destination.

Advertise in the Observer
Call Carrie Mills,

Advertising Manager 
Phone 615-354-1699 

or e-mail 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org
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CONGREGATION MICAH 
Religious School 5775

Register Now!
Micah is where students and teachers learn, love and live their Judaism joyously, 
embracing both tradition and innovation as they study, worship and celebrate.

Faculty:•  promote a rigorous and creative curriculum designed to meet 
various student interests and learning styles
Hebrew:•  taught as a living language and the Holy language of our Torah
Worship:•  interactive and family-oriented, led by our rabbis and Lisa Silver
Judaica Curriculum:•  infuses academics with culture – enriching history and 
text study through art, music, movement, and holiday celebrations
Intergenerational Opportunities:•  Consecration through Confirmation; 
opportunity to bridge from Micah Childrenʼs Academy into our Pre-K
Bnai Mitzvah Preparation:•  exlusively tutored by our clergy
Madrichim & Inclusion Specialist:•  help insure all children are welcomed 
and honored

Registration opens July 7 and closes July 25 (must be a member to register)
For more information:  

www.congregationmicah.org/Learning/Religious_School

“I’ve made lots of friends at Micah and love seeing them each week!” 
- Madeleine A.

 “I’m so glad I’ve found a place where my children can develop their 
own connection to Judaism and a vibrant Jewish community.” - Susan F.

By EVELYN KOCH

T
hroughout the 32 years
that I taught and adminis-
tered at Akiva School, the
teachers and I always felt
we were at the top of our
game—on the cutting

edge of the best teaching methods, with
the most current teaching materials and
outstanding teachers. 

Now, in my retirement years, I am
pleased to see that Akiva teachers still
remain at the top of their game. An eval-
uator from the Southern Association of
Colleges and Schools  once  told me that
you could feel the excitement for learn-
ing at Akiva just by walking through the
halls.  Now, when I walk through the
halls of Akiva as a visitor, I can feel that
same energy.

Today’s Akiva teachers — masters at
crafting exciting projects for teaching
skills — are still creating students with a
lifelong passion for learning. A glance at
a list of demanding secondary schools
and universities where Akiva students
continually demonstrate their academic
strengths is proof of the rock-solid ele-
mentary foundation provided by an
Akiva education.

I read the Akiva email updates every
week, and I am amazed and delighted by
all the wonderful educational things
happening at Akiva.  I read about the
outstanding piece of art that a group of
students created this year with their art
teacher, Meredith Eastburn, to represent
the sadness they felt, but also their
hopes, after the Holocaust.  I went to the
JCC to see the piece of art and was
moved to tears by its beauty.

Another Akiva email featured a
video made by the 5th and 6th grade stu-
dents to raise funds for a special new
project.  Integrating math, physics, and
architecture principles, teacher Rena
Malkovsky-Berger guided the students
through planning, designing and raising
the money to build a tree house structure
for future Akiva students. 

Shai Rice, one of the budding
architects, told me, “Doing an ordinary
math sheet is not so much fun, but
using the skills you learn to build some-
thing and being so active in your learn-
ing is really exciting. All of us were
assigned to come up with a plan for the
tree house.  An architect and a parent
who is a builder incorporated some ele-
ment from each student’s design into
the final plan.”  

Because of practical and safety con-
cerns, the final product is more of a club-
house than a tree house, complete with a
stage, a loft with ladder access, and a
‘rabbit hole.’ I can’t wait to walk inside
this unique structure, which integrated
many disciplines and demanded that the
students apply sophisticated and practi-
cal reasoning during the process.

For their final project, students in
Daniella Pressner’s 6th grade class made
their case to be voted the next ‘Leader of
the Jewish People,’ citing examples from
the Tanakh. As one of the judges this
year, I was impressed by the articulate
and cogent cases students made for
themselves. The boys in suits, the girls in
nice dresses, they spoke like community
leaders of the future, living models of the

critical thinking skills that Daniella
teaches her students.  She makes them
aware of how important these skills are
and of how proud they should be that
they possess them.  

In a related research project in
humanities class with Liza Dansky, the
students choose a leader, create a website
about him or her, and write speeches
using Google Docs so they can collabo-
rate and edit online.  Akiva teachers
embed the building of students’ technol-
ogy skills into their projects. 

Akiva’s Hebrew language immersion
program turns out students with incredi-
ble mastery of the language.  It gives the
students all the benefits of a dual lan-
guage program, with the added perk of a
high comfort level with the language of
their heritage — in their synagogue and
in Israel. Immersing Akiva students in a
second language from kindergarten
through 6th grade increases their ability
to learn additional languages more easily,
giving them an edge in today’s global
economy.

While we always felt at the top of
our game during my years at Akiva, the
game is constantly changing, and I
watch with pride as Akiva keeps on top
of every new mutation of  “the game.”
Akiva constantly raises the educational
bar, sending our children on to their
next schools more equipped every year to
succeed in future endeavors.  While I
was always proud of everything we did
during my time at Akiva, I am even more
proud of the impressive things happen-
ing at Akiva today. c

Akiva staying on the cutting edge

Sleep Like A Baby.  
Period.

LISA BALDRIDGE

www.nannyfornewborns.com
Private Newborn Care

Sleep Coaching
Reflux, colic and Troubleshooting

Sleep Consultations
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MBA: Dedicated to its students’ ethical,
intellectual and physical development 

MBA is the oldest independent school in Tennessee. MBA's ideal – “Gentleman,
Scholar, Athlete” – reflects the school's dedication to the ethical, intellectual and
physical growth of young men. Leadership and character development are emphasized
through everyday life on campus, special programs and service to the community.

MBA prides itself on its long tradition of academic excellence, as evidenced by 24
AP National Scholars in 2013, numerous National Merit Semifinalists every year and
the five-time Science Olympiad state champions. With a student teacher ratio of 8 to
1 and an average class size of 14, the school provides the necessary support to achieve. 

The arts are celebrated at MBA, with an award-winning music program, national
recognitions in the visual arts and the 2013 student one-act play state champions.

Because so much can be learned outside the classroom, MBA sends more than
100 boys per year on school-funded international exchanges and programs on six con-
tinents.

MBA offers 15 varsity sports playing at the highest level. Every student partici-
pates in daily physical activity to nurture his personal well-being.  

The school offers more than $1.8 million in need-based financial aid that is
distributed to 23 percent of the student body.

Nanny for Newborns: Sleep help for
moms and their newborns

With a new study showing that too little sleep can actually kill brain cells, ensur-
ing that moms and babies get enough sleep is more important than ever.

And you may be surprised to learn how much sleep is enough.
According to newborn care professional Lisa Baldridge of Nanny for Newborns,

adults need 7 to 9 hours of uninterrupted sleep per night, and their babies need even
more – 11 hours of uninterrupted nighttime sleep at the 6-month mark, and that
changes as baby grows and develops.  

But for most parents and caregivers, helping a baby to maximize sleep time can be
challenging.

For over 20 years, Nanny for Newborns has been “nurturing newborns and edu-
cating parents.”  Lisa is a newborn care specialist and sleep coach, offering highly
skilled, modern-day answers to newborn challenges.  Her experience includes caring for
premature babies and multiples – even quintuplets and sextuplets! – and helping par-
ents and babies get the sleep they need.

Lisa’s three best tips for helping new moms and babies maximize sleep are: 
• A predictable daily routine. 
• An environment that is conducive to sleep.
• Proper nutrition during the daytime hours. 
Lisa’s work with babies has been featured on The Today Show, NBC, ABC, CBS, in

USA Today, and other media outlets.  Her clients include presidents and CEOs of
Fortune 500 companies, professional athletes, celebrities, politicians, television news
anchors and reality television stars.  Lisa is also a spokesperson for The Miracle Blanket.  

To learn more about Lisa and for more tips, visit www.nannyfornewborns.com.  

Omega Learning: An integrated
approach to the learning process

Omega Learning Belle Meade serves the West Nashville community, supporting
families and students with learning programs to meet each student’s needs. Omega’s

certified tutors use a holistic method, integrating various aspects of the learning process
through our AIM Tutoring System. 

This system ensures that your child is supported on all fronts. We integrate skill
gaps, study-skills, enrichment, test prep and homework in order to help your child
achieve academic success. Omega tutors also use a combination of learning styles and
resources to maximize your child’s academic growth. Some children learn best from ver-
bal communication, while others need the help of graphics or visual aids. Omega aims
to engage each student in the most effective and meaningful ways. 

Omega Learning also believes that each child needs an educational support team.
This is why we encourage active participation and communication between tutors,
center directors, parents, students and school teachers. At the end of each session, cor-
respondence is sent to all members of the educational team to keep everyone on the
same page and provide the most effective tutoring program possible for each student.
Let Omega be an integral part of your child’s academic team!

Omega Learning provides customized tutoring services, based on a nationally rec-
ognized assessment, for K-12 students, as well as adult learners, in an individualized set-
ting. We also offer unique programs throughout the year focused on ACT/SAT prep,
test prep, college readiness, kindergarten success, summer school and more. Please call
or stop by today to experience the Omega Difference. We look forward to discussing
how we can assist with your educational needs.

Omega Learning Center
82 White Bridge Road
Nashville, TN 37205
Email: bellemeade@omegalearning.com
Website: www.omegalearning.com/bellemeade-tn 
Facebook: https://www.facebook.com/OmegaLearningBelleMeade
Twitter: https://twitter.com/omegalearnbelle

West End Synagogue: It’s a lifestyle 
Our Religious school builds Jewish identity and friendships that last a lifetime. Our

graduates often share stories of how the dedication of our staff and support of the con-
gregation guides them in finding their Jewish identity, giving them knowledge and con-
fidence to engage in Jewish life on college campuses and in their adult lives. By con-
necting our students with Jewish values & wisdom we give them a Jewish lens by which
they can understand the complex world that surrounds them and find their place con-
tributing to society and the Jewish community. 

West End Synagogue’s Religious School is proud that 80 percent of its faculty are
certified teachers, 40 percent  have master’s degrees or higher in Jewish education and
100 percent are committed to providing our children and with a lasting connection to
Jewish life. Our school offers opportunities for teen involvement in synagogue life, par-
ent parallel learning sessions and Hebrew tutoring for students and parents who have
no Hebrew language experience. 

Continued on page 12

IT’S NOT JUST A MAP.

IT’S a vote OF CONFIDENCE.

Find out more at curreyingram.org

Currey Ingram Academy is a co-ed, K-12, college-prep day school for 

students with learning differences and unique learning styles.

Families have relocated from 32 states and seven foreign countries, citing Currey 

Ingram Academy as a major factor in their decision to move to this area. We offer 

individualized learning plans for every student and a robust host of athletics, arts 

and extracurricular activities — all on a beautiful 83-acre campus just minutes from 

downtown Nashville and Cool Springs/Franklin, in the heart of Brentwood.

Like us on facebook

Currey Ingram Academy

6544 Murray Lane  I  Brentwood, Tenn.  I  (615) 507-3173 Scan this QR 
code to watch a 

short video.
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– allowing students to soar ahead in areas of strength while using evidence-based
approaches to shore up any areas of need. Each student at Currey Ingram Academy
has an individualized learning plan, and parents receive four parent-teacher con-
ferences per year. Strong arts, athletics and extracurricular activities emphasize
student strengths and talents, while integrated speech-language, guidance and
college counseling supports round out our approach to preparing every child for
college and for life.

Currey Ingram Academy is a K-12, independent college-preparatory day school
for students with learning differences and unique learning styles. The school is
located on 83 acres in Brentwood. Since opening our current campus in 2002, fam-
ilies have relocated from 32 states and seven foreign countries, citing the school as
a primary reason for their move to the Middle Tennessee area. The school offers
rolling admission and accepts new students throughout the year. 

School begins on August 18 for the 2014-15 academic year. To request an infor-
mation packet or to set up a private tour, call the Admission Office at (615) 507-
3173. Financial aid is available. Currey Ingram Academy awarded approximately
$1.75 million in need-based financial assistance in 2013-14. Visit www.curreyin-
gram.org for program details, photos, videos, and more.

Akiva School: Where learning 
comes alive  

Akiva is a strong, vibrant and welcoming K-6 Jewish day school that prepares chil-
dren for a future of academic excellence.  Our graduates are consistently accepted into
the most selective private middle and high schools and Metro magnet options. They
are recognized as leaders in both character and academic achievement. Akiva works
diligently every day to accomplish our mission of pursuing excellence, fostering critical
inquiry and inspiring informed Jewish living.

Akiva’s academic excellence is unparalleled.  Our rigorous curricula in both gen-
eral and Judaic studies challenge our students to analyze, investigate, question, and to
take risks in a creative and nurturing atmosphere. The Akiva education moves beyond
the classroom.  Students learn about history, culture, and current events in an envi-
ronment that promotes a love of learning, an appreciation of their shared experience
and a pride in their growing and changing identity. You will be inspired by our teach-
ers who embody the characteristics that make our students 21st century learners.  They
are teachers in practice and in spirit.  Our intentional low student to teacher ratio
results in a level of personalized instruction not typically found.

In addition, in a renewed desire to be welcoming, relevant and accessible to every
Jewish child in Nashville we have reduced tuition.  We want everyone to have the
opportunity to be exposed to Akiva’s dynamic educational program.

To arrange a tour, contact Marci
Rosenblum, associate director of institu-
tional advancement, at
mrosenblum@akivanashville.net  or 356-
1880.  Akiva is accredited by the
Southern Association of Colleges and
Schools.

Micah Children’s
Academy: Where
kids play, sing
and learn 

At the Academy, our expert teachers
stay true to our most important belief
statement:  “We are accountable to chil-
dren.”  

To this end, we have designed a pro-
gram that is responsive to the true needs
of young children: love, security and a
need to play and learn.  Families that
come to our school always comment on
the atmosphere of warmth and happiness
and how the learning is visible.  

We take advantage of our chil-
dren’s sense of curiosity, their love of
learning and their never-ending source of
energy. Our natural play scape is one
example how we provide a venue for
learning, exploring, and growing.  This
state-of-the-art play scape is a feature
that excites both children and their fam-
ilies.  Our children use their creativity
and multiple talents while they play.

At the heart of our program is a
Jewish, values-rich curriculum that is
integrated with the best of academics.
Our hope is to grow children who are
kind, thoughtful and successful through-
out their learning lives. We include sign
language for our youngest students and a
project-based curriculum that provides
the building blocks for success in literacy,
math, science and the arts. 

Continued on page 14

Admission Preview Day 
Sunday, November 2 @ 2 p.m.

4001 HARDING ROAD • NASHVILLE, TN 37205
WWW.MONTGOMERYBELL.EDU
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Montgomery Bell Academy

Montgomery Bell Academy does not discriminate on the basis of race, color, religion, national or ethnic origin, disability, sex, or age, in its employment practices or in
administration of its educational policies, admission policies, scholarship and financial aid programs, athletic programs, or other school-administered programs.

• 24 AP National Scholars in 2013

• 100 boys per year participate in school-funded 
international exchanges and programs on six 
continents

• 15 varsity sports competing at the highest level

• 5 consecutive Science Olympiad State Championships

• Nationally-recognized Art, Music, and Theater 
programs

• 7 to 1 student-teacher ratio, Average Class Size: 14

• 24% of students receive need-based financial aid

• 100% of graduates are college-bound

• 25 Advanced Placement Courses offered

Continued from page 11
West End Synagogue’s Religious School educates children from 3 years old

through 11th grade, and many of our graduates return as madrichim (teacher aides) in
their senior year.  While WES is the Conservative synagogue in Nashville, the school’s
focus on Jewish learning and living is a broad one.  It is successful in large part because
of the diverse makeup of our students and staff from all streams of Judaism.

Religious School is held on Sundays for all grades from 9 a.m.- noon and on
Wednesdays from 4:15-6:30 p.m. for students in grades 2-7. 

We want to thank the Jewish Federation of Nashville and Middle Tennessee for
the congregational grant that enables us to create enriching and innovative Jewish
educational experiences for our students and families. See our ad for more information!

Currey Ingram Academy: 
Allowing students to soar

If your child has average to superior intelligence but is not reaching his or her
full potential in a traditional classroom, look at Currey Ingram Academy. Through
small classes and personalized instruction, we address each student's learning style
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Micah Children’s Academy
Learn  •  Play  •  Grow

Find out about joining our family.
CHECK US OUT:

www.micahchildrensacademy.org

at the GJCC

explore
imagine

create

EARLY CHILDHOOD LEARNING CENTER

GORDON JCC
NASHVILLE

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  Nashville, TN 37205
Contact Terri@nashvillejcc.org for more information

at the GJCC

create
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Cute pet? Send us a photo  

T
he special section in
the August issue of
The Jewish Observer
will be on pets, and
we invite readers to
email us photos of

their furry, feathery or scaly friends.
We’ll publish some in the print edi-
tion and post the rest on our web-

site. Please attach the photos as
jpeg files and be sure to include
pertinent information in the e-
mail, including your name and the
pet’s name. Emails should be
addressed to charles@jewish-
nashville.org. To be considered for
the print edition, photos must be
received by July 15. c

At Herzliya Conference, Israeli political and military
leaders split on importance of Israeli-Palestinian conflict

HERZLIYA, Israel (JTA) — Naftali
Bennett and Tzipi Livni don’t agree on
much.

Bennett, Israel’s economy minister,
sees the West Bank as an inseparable part
of the Jewish state and wants Israel to
annex its settlements there. Livni, the jus-
tice minister, says Israel can remain a
Jewish democracy only by evacuating set-
tlements.

But on one thing they agree: Israel
must break its status quo with the
Palestinians.

Bennett and Livni were two of the
five politicians who presented a range of
responses to the Israeli-Palestinian conflict
last month at the annual Herzliya
Conference, an elite gathering of Israeli
politicians, military officials and security
experts weighing in on the central issues
facing Israel.

Their debate exposes the cracks in
Israel’s diverse governing coalition. But the
biggest division in Herzliya wasn’t between
hawks and doves; it was between the politi-
cians who prioritized addressing the Israeli-

Palestinian conflict and the military offi-
cials who all but ignored it.

The assessment of the military leader-
ship differed little from last year’s confer-
ence, despite the recent collapse of Israeli-
Palestinian peace talks and the unity
agreement between the Fatah faction of
Palestinian Authority President Mahmoud
Abbas and Hamas, which is regarded as a
terrorist group by most of the West.

Those developments, which the
politicians treated as major changes,
were mentioned only in passing by mili-
tary officials, who focused instead on
threats emanating from Iran, Syria,
Lebanon and elsewhere.

“We’re in a Middle East that’s under-
going a jolt,” Israel Defense Forces Chief of
Staff Benny Gantz said in a speech at the
conference that focused mainly on ten-
sions on Israel’s borders. “Dramatic insta-
bility is a constant in this region and we
need to be ready.”

While the military officials were
focused on missiles, strategic threats and
regional alliances, the politicians were

concerned mainly with Zionist values,
domestic politics and international legiti-
macy. One after another, the leaders of five
major Israeli parties put forward widely
divergent proposals for how Israel should
proceed following the failure of peace
negotiations.

Bennett suggested partial annexation
of the West Bank. Finance Minister Yair
Lapid advocated staged withdrawal. Livni
and Labor party Chairman Isaac Herzog
called for a more aggressive approach to
negotiations.

Each speaker criticized the others.
Lapid and Bennett, once political allies,
called each other’s proposals “delusional.”

“The era of Oslo has ended,” Bennett
said. “Now the time has come to admit
that it simply didn’t work. We need to
think in a different way to create a better
reality.”

Lapid said the absence of a two-state
solution to the conflict could lead to
Israel’s destruction and called for Israel to
present a map of proposed borders ahead of
resumed negotiations.

“There’s no reason to have settle-
ments that won’t be in the territory of
Israel in any final agreement, or to invest
millions of shekels in areas that will be part
of the Palestinian state,” Lapid said.

The only politicians who weren’t
especially bothered by the current state of
Israeli-Palestinian affairs were Defense

Minister Moshe Yaalon and Interior
Minister Gideon Saar, both of the ruling
Likud party. Both dismissed the idea of ter-
ritorial compromise and blamed the failure
of the talks on the Palestinian refusal to
recognize Israel as a Jewish state.

“I think we made a mistake with land
for peace,” Yaalon said. “The conflict is not
about the establishment of a Palestinian
state. It’s about the existence of a Jewish
national home.”

One issue of broad consensus
among conference speakers was the
need to stop Iran from acquiring a
nuclear weapon. Speakers were skepti-
cal that negotiations between Iran and
world powers to scale back Iran’s
nuclear program would succeed.

“It’s clear to us that this regime has
not given up the option of a nuclear mili-
tary capability and is striving toward it,”
Yaalon said. “And it thinks it will succeed
in this through negotiations with the West
and a charm offensive.”

Israeli Intelligence Minister Yuval
Steinitz, a Likud member, said a nuclear-
armed Iran constitutes a far greater danger
than the stalemate with the Palestinians.

“If a difficult scenario comes to be 10
years from now, with Iran holding tens of
weapons, all peace plans will be a total
failure,” Steinitz said. “With a nuclear
Iran, even [Israeli President] Shimon Peres
will need to store away the peace plans.” c

Complete Tree Care
Stump Grinding

Licensed & Insured
Over 25 Years Experience

615-444-4676

“If you have a leaning tree,  you need to call me!”

Continued from page 12
Also part of our exciting curriculum is a strong music focus (singing, making and

writing music) with Lisa Silver; a nature program, a movement/gymnastics program,
and Hebrew and Spanish language instruction.  Of course, Friday is reserved for Tot
Shabbat led by Lisa Silver and our rabbis. 

Sylvan Learning Center: 
Personalizing education 

Every student is wonderfully unique. No two students think, act or learn in the
same way. At Sylvan, we believe that discovering each student's uniqueness is the foun-
dation of developing his or her talents. Students learn when they are confident they
can do so, and confidence is the result of success. Success comes more easily when each
student is taught in the unique way he or she is made, which includes:  practicing skills
that match specific needs, hearing praise from an instructor and learning skills at his or
her natural pace.

As parents know, children are natural learners. They learn to walk, talk, follow
directions and make friends before they begin school. This excitement for learning
extends into the school years for many students. Yet most students will face challenges
– whether phonics, fractions, or algebra – which frustrate their ability to learn. How we
as parents respond to these challenges makes a difference: We take action to help
restore our child’s confidence, and we invest the time needed to help ensure our child
is on the right track.

Sylvan specializes in unlocking challenging skills so students can perform at their best.
Each personalized program is tailored to the needs of each student. We create an environ-
ment that promotes skill mastery, encourages independence, and celebrates success.

Your child is unique and has untapped talents waiting to be developed. Please con-
tact us to schedule a private consultation and learn more about what Sylvan can do for
your family.   

The Gordon Jewish Community
Center Early Childhood Learning
Center: Explore . . . imagine . . . create

Bring your child into a warm, caring environment that fosters positive Jewish iden-
tity and values while creating a sense of community and respecting the diverse back-
grounds of our ECLC families.

We are a community where you will find quality care and education. Our goal is
to share and help develop a love of learning, appreciation for the joy of discovery and
a positive regard for self and others.

The GJCC Early Childhood Learning Center is dedicated to providing a quality,
child-centered, developmental program that includes age appropriate educational and
Judaic experiences in a secure and loving atmosphere that fosters cognitive, physical,
emotional, and social growth. 

We recognize the critical importance of educational experiences during the early
years and understand that developmentally appropriate teaching in preschool predicts
greater success in the early grades.

Our educational approach values learning experiences with activities and materi-
als that encourage creativity, self-expression and inquiry. Our well-qualified staff, com-
bined with low student-teacher ratios, enables each child develop a sense of mastery
and self-confidence in their abilities.

We are dedicated to providing a secure and loving atmosphere so that young chil-
dren can develop a positive self-image and grow intellectually, physically, emotionally
and socially. 

At the ECLC children will explore values, imagine and engage in enriching expe-
riences – all while creating a meaningful community. c
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Your Ad/Greeting will reach the entire 
Jewish Community! Be sure to be a part 

of this special annual issue.
Publication date is September 2014
Deadline for ads is August 15, 2014

Contact:
Carrie Mills, Advertising Manager

615-354-1699
e-mail: carrie@nashvillejcc.org

fax 615-352-0056

Rosh Hashanah 
is Coming!

A  N E W  Y E A R !

SEND A 
NEW YEAR’S 
GREETING
to your family, friends 
and the entire community 
in the 

Choose a Greeting
A) Have a Happy and Healthy New Year
B) Happy Rosh Hashanah
C) Rosh Hashanah Greetings
D) Le-Shanah Tovah Tikkatevu

Choose a Size

1
1

Ad Deadline-

Mail or Bring your greeting to:
The Observer • 801 Percy Warner Blvd.

Nashville, TN  37205
E-mail: carrie@nashvillejcc.org
Call: Carrie Mills - 615.354.1699

Fax: 615.352.0056

Full page $702.00
3/4 page $526.50
1/2 page $378.00
1/4 page $189.00
3 col. x 4” $162.00

5” square $135.00
1/8 page $  94.50
card size $  54.00
greeting $  27.00

David Blatt riding Tel Aviv’s Euro title to NBA dream 
By ANTHONY WEISS

LOS ANGELES (JTA) — In 1981,
David Blatt moved to Israel in pursuit of
a path of lifelong worship — to play
professional basketball.

Now, more than 30 years later,
Blatt is leaving Israel to make a differ-
ent, and totally unprecedented, form of
aliyah — to leave the ranks of Israeli
basketball to coach in the NBA. The
Cleveland Cavaliers have offered Blatt
the position of head coach, and the two
sides are now negotiating terms.

“I’m leaving my home, but not my
family,” Blatt announced at a press con-
ference on June 12. “I’m not necessarily
leaving for a better place. I’m leaving to
follow my dream.”

By signing with the Cavaliers, Blatt
will become the first coach in the histo-
ry of European basketball to move
directly to an NBA head coaching posi-
tion. Blatt’s journey from the Boston
suburbs to Israel and now back to the
United States marks a triumph not only
for Blatt but also for the small but sto-
ried world of Israeli basketball, and par-
ticularly for the Maccabi Tel Aviv team,
famous for its underdog victories.

The most recent of those victories,
which seems to have catapulted Blatt
into the upper echelons of professional
basketball, took place in the Euroleague
Final Four in mid-May when Blatt led
an undermanned Maccabi Tel Aviv
squad to consecutive victories and the
championship, a feat that impressed
even NBA executives.

“Maccabi was outgunned at every

position except coach,” one NBA gen-
eral manager told ESPN. “David took
down two Goliaths in a weekend. He
belongs in the NBA.”

It has been a long journey for Blatt,
who grew up in Framingham, Mass., as
an avid Celtics fan. Blatt attended
Hebrew school at Temple Beth Am and
later recalled putting money in jars to
plant trees in Israel. But he never con-
nected his passion for basketball with
his Jewish background.

Instead, he established himself as a
top basketball talent, and also had the
good fortune to play for top coaches —
first at Framingham South High School
for Phil Moresi, now in the
Massachusetts High School Basketball
Hall of Fame, and then at Princeton
University for Pete Carril, famed as the
inventor of the “Princeton offense.”

During Blatt’s sophomore year at
Princeton, a coach for an Israeli kibbutz
team recruited him to play in Israel for
the summer. Blatt loved kibbutz life and
found that he was hooked. By the time
he competed for the U.S. team in the

1981 Maccabi Games, winning a gold
medal, he knew he was coming back.

“From the time that I came here in
’79, I knew that I wanted to play in
Israel professionally for some years,” he
told Haaretz. “I realized that I wasn’t
making the NBA, and I wanted to con-
tinue to play basketball professionally,
in terms of money, but more than any-
thing — to keep playing.”

He played nine of the next 12 years
in Israel, before retiring in 1993 to
become a coach.

His coaching career eventually
brought him to Maccabi Tel Aviv — a
team for which he had never played —
where he served as an assistant under
legendary coach Pini Gershon. When
Gershon took a break from coaching in
2001, Blatt stepped into the head job
for two successful seasons. Blatt went
back to the job of assistant coach when
Gershon returned.

Blatt then bounced around Europe,
coaching several teams as well as the
Russian national team, which he led to
an Olympic bronze medal in 2012. In
2010, Blatt returned to Maccabi as
head coach.

Among Israeli basketball teams,
Maccabi Tel Aviv has long been domi-
nant, winning the Israeli Championship
51 times and the European Championship
six times since the team’s inception in
1932. That history, along with the city’s
famed weather, culture and English-speak-
ing population, has made it one of the
most desirable international locales for top
players, including Jordan Farmar, a Jewish
hoopster currently with the Los Angeles

Lakers who played for Maccabi Tel Aviv
during the 2011 NBA lockout.

However, despite that edge in
attracting talent, this year’s Maccabi Tel
Aviv team was widely considered weak
and unlikely to advance far in the play-
offs. Three of their five projected
starters at the beginning of the season
had been injured, and the team entered
the Euroleague’s Final Four as a severe
underdog. When Maccabi took the
championship in a pair of nail-biters,
the victory was hailed in Israeli newspa-
pers as a “miracle.”

Shortly after the victory, Blatt
announced that he was interested in
pursuing options in the NBA. When he
flew back to the United States last
week for his father’s funeral, he report-
edly met with new Golden State
Warriors coach Steve Kerr for 45 min-
utes during an airport layover in Los
Angeles, and Golden State subsequent-
ly offered him a position as one of
Kerr’s assistants. He also interviewed
with Cleveland, first by phone, and
then in person on June 18. They
offered him the job the next day.

Blatt will be leaving behind a
country that has not only become his
home but which has embraced him as a
superstar.

“David Blatt doesn’t want to walk
out in the street because he wouldn’t be
able to,” Pick said. “David can leave the
coaches’ facility at 1, 1:30 in the morn-
ing just to avoid the mob.”

But, as Blatt has proven before, he’s
willing to travel a long way from home
to pursue his dreams. c

After coaching Tel Aviv Maccabi to a
European championship, David Blatt is head
to the NBA’s Cleveland Cavaliers.
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Jewish

OPINION

The Rabbis’ Corner

By RABBI JOSHUA KULLOCK

P
erhaps it is random, perhaps
it is destiny, though probably
it is neither. But it is certain-
ly funny that my first contri-
bution to The Observer is dur-
ing the soccer World Cup. As

many of you know, I am originally from
Argentina, so this whole month, starting
June 12 and ending July 15, is a bit of a
holy time for me.

With all the World Cup fever, and
although USA is not (yet) a huge con-
sumer of the game, The Wall Street
Journal recently published a graphic
titled “The World Cup of Everything
Else.” In it they shared some interesting
statistics regarding the 32 countries tak-
ing part of the tournament. So, for exam-
ple, Argentina was the winner of the
“highest elevation point” (Mt.
Aconcagua at 22,834 feet) and the
“biggest meat eaters” (an average of 570
calories per person per day). The United
States, meanwhile, won the not-so-
great-prizes for “biggest sugar eaters”
(569 calories per person per day), highest
body mass index and highest obesity rate
(33 percent of the adult population). As
you can see, even if you are not a huge

soccer fan, this interna-
tional event can serve
as a good excuse to
check on the state of
the world (and of this
blessed country) on
many other levels, and
to reflect on some of the
policies we should
adopt if we want to

change certain scenarios.
With this opportunity, I would like

to leave The Wall Street Journal graphic
aside and share two different insights –
one theological, the other anthropo-
logical – from thinking about the
World Cup.

Let us begin with the theological
insight. The World Cup brings with it an
outstanding growth in a specific sort of
prayer: “Please G-d, make my team win.”
And that spontaneous flourishing of dav-
ening should invite us to question what
kind of G-d that prayer brings with it. If
our connection with G-d serves the
function of rooting for a deity that will
provide whatever we may ask, that is
probably a recipe for disaster: Sooner or
later, your team will lose (no one escapes
that), and the defeat might reshape your
relationship with G-d.  Too many people

abandon G-d out of disappointments like
these. If G-d doesn’t provide, I will be
better off without any G-d at all.

We all have moments where we
would like G-d to be the greatest
provider, to take care of our troubles and
to protect us from all harm. However, if
we are really interested in fostering a
deep connection with the divine, we
should opt for a different approach,
understanding G-d not as an eternal sup-
plier but as a partner who – working with
and within us – is always helping us
make the best possible choices available
at any given moment. The central part
of this approach  is not the outcome of
our multiple requests but rather the
ongoing strengthening of the bond that
unites us with G-d.

Now to the anthropological aspect
of the World Cup: The current tourna-
ment, which is taking place in Brazil,
has had a lot of negative feedback from
the Brazilians themselves. Many citi-
zens were outraged that the govern-
ment decided to spend billions of dol-
lars to build and repair stadiums all
over the country instead of using that
money for education, culture and fight-
ing poverty. Even in Brazil, one of the
biggest soccer cribs worldwide, people

want to be able to eat and have access
to quality education, health care and
other vital services first, and do not
want to be caught buying mirrors and
beads that won’t help them in the long
run.

The Talmud teaches that the true
self of every person is revealed by how we
use our money and allocate our limited
resources (Eruvin 65b). Consequently,
we can definitely say that the World Cup
is a good example of how governments
show their real faces through the
(mis)use of their budgets. That should
raise the question of how we – ourselves,
our families and our organizations –
decide to invest our resources, because
that is the only way to find out where our
true values dwell.

The World Cup is on. I will still
hope for Argentina to win and I will cer-
tainly be happy if that happens. But let
us remember that the real challenges we
need to face lie elsewhere. And it is our
job to identify them and to address them
accordingly. c

The Rabbis’ Corner is a monthly com-
mentary that rotates among Nashville’s con-
gregational rabbis. Joshua Kullock is the
rabbi at West End Synagogue.

Rabbi Joshua
Kullock

Lessons from the World Cup

letter to the editor
To the editor:
In response to May's brief  article,

“Jewish providers discuss strategies for
protecting children against child preda-
tors,” I am asking for continuing commu-
nity-ide open dialogues and education
around sexual abuse and its profound
impact upon all of its victims. 

I am the non-offending former
spouse of a Jewish felon who was finally
convicted several years ago of child
abuse and child pornography in. I am

also the Jewish mother of two children.
Together we are survivors who have been
navigating abuse, trauma, discovery,
recovery and healing with few communi-
ty resources available to us —either
locally or nationally.

In discussions with secular profes-
sionals who provide services to those
affected by sexual abuse in Middle
Tennessee communities, we have been
recognized as “co-victims.” Still in many
communities, voices of families like ours

have been muted or ignored. Shame and
misplaced blame are often unfortunate
by-products of lack of knowledge that
keep many victims of abuse in hiding.
Kudos to Toni Jacobsen, LCSW, and
Mark S. Freedman, executive director of
the Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee, for listening to my
family's story and for taking initial steps
to collectively arm providers with basic
tools to help recognize and prevent child
abuse.

If we are to nurture tikkun olam, this
community must proactively acknowl-
edge and support victim-survivors of all
forms of abuse, regardless of their per-
ceived prestige, financial stature or
power. There are many phenomenal
resources for education about sexual
abuse, such as Darkness to Light's
Stewards of Children and Partners in
Prevention programs. I hope Middle
Tennessee Jews will foment healing by
giving a voice to its survivors and by
instituting community education.

A Jewish mother in Nashville 

(The letter writer’s name is being
withheld because The Jewish Observer of
Nashville, like most publications, does
not identify the victims of sexual
crimes.) 

To access the 
Community Calendar,

go to www.jewishnashville.org 
and click on “Calendar.” 
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lifecycles
Mazel Tov

. . . to Marlene Eskind Moses, found-
ing manager of MTR Family Law in
Nashville, who is the new president-elect
of the International Academy of
Matrimonial Lawyers (IAML) USA
Chapter.  IAML is a worldwide association
of practicing lawyers recognized by their
peers as the most experienced and expert
family law specialists in their respective
countries. Its membership, which is by
invitation, includes 620 fellows represent-
ing 45 countries. Moses, who has a master’s
degree in social work from Tulane
University, received her law degree from
the Nashville School of Law and is a recip-
ient of its Distinguished Alumni Award.  

. . . to Rosalind Helderman, who
has won a George Polk Award, given
annual to honor special achievement in
journalism. Helderman won for her work
in revealing the relationship between
the Virginia governor and a wealthy
businessman who showered the governor
and his family with money and gifts. The
governor and his wife have been indict-
ed on federal corruption charges.
Helderman, a member of the national
political investigations and enterprise
team at the Washington Post, was also
named Outstanding Journalist of the
Year by the Virginia Press Association.
Helderman, the daughter of Hal and
Phyllis Helderman, is a graduate of
University School of Nashville and West
End religious school.

Sympathy 
. . . to the family of Evelyn Beyer,

89, of Indian Land, SC, who died on
May 9. She was preceded in death by her
husband, David Beyer. She is survived by
her children, Adrienne Cohen (the late
Martin), Howard Beyer (Yvonne) and
Bruce Beyer (Stacy); her grandchildren,
Matthew Cohen (Draunta), Gail Cohen
Turk (Geoffrey), Samuel Beyer, Jeremy
Beyer, Rachel Beyer, Isabelle Beyer,
Shayna Beyer and Elijah Beyer; and her
great-grandchildren Hannah Cohen,
Adam Cohen and Elliana Cohen Turk.
Memorials can be made to Alive
Hospice or Gilda's Club.

. . . to the family of Dr. Jerome H.
Abramson, 85, who died last month in
Atlanta. Dr. Abramson graduated from
Vanderbilt University magna cum laude
and Phi Beta Kappa, and from
Vanderbilt Medical School, where he
was elected to Alpha Omega Alpha. He
completed postgraduate training in
pathology and went on to earn five med-
ical specialty boards. He was a U.S.
Army captain during the Korean War,
heading the 406th Medical General
Laboratory in Central Japan. He later
practiced pathology at Grady Memorial
Hospital in Atlanta and Erlanger
Medical Center in Chattanooga, where
he served as chief of pathology for 23
years. He was on the medical school fac-
ulty at Vanderbilt University, Emory
University, and the University of
Tennessee. He retired to Atlanta, where
he resided with Myrna, his wife of 47
years, and was a member of
Congregation Shearith Israel of Atlanta. 

He was preceded in death by his par-
ents, Rev. Aaron and Rose Abramson. In
addition to his wife, he is survived by his
sons, Dr. Richard Abramson of Nashville
and Michael Abramson of Atlanta; his
daughter-in-law, Dr. Vandana Abramson
of Nashville; two grandchildren, Alex
and Annika; his sister, Sonia Doochin,
and several nieces and nephews. Services
were on May 28 at the Congregation
Sherith Israel cemetery in Nashville.

. . . to the family of Richard Philip
Feinberg, who died on May 28. He is sur-
vived by his wife, Ruth Feinberg; his
daughter, Liz Foster, and his grandchil-
dren, Micah and Jonah. A memorial
service was held on June 3 at
Congregation Micah. Memorials may be
made to Habitat for Humanity of
Greater Nashville.  

. . . to the family of Arie Halachmi,
Ph.D., 69, of Nashville, who died on
June 4. He is survived by wife, Miriam
Birnbaum Halachmi; daughter, Schlomit
Halachmi; son, Israel Alan Halachmi;
brother, Baruch Halachmi, and grand-
daughters, Nina and Lia. Funeral
Services were on June 6 at West End
Synagogue. Memorials may be made to
the Halachmi & Birnbaum Scholarship
Fund at West End Synagogue or to the
charity of the donor’s choice. 

. . . the family of David Iskowe, 61,
of Franklin, who died on June 4 follow-
ing a brief illness. David was born in
Long Branch, NJ to Roy and Rita Iskowe
on April 5, 1953. He is a 1975 graduate

of Boston University School of
Management and a former CPA and
Audit Manager with Arthur Young &
Company (now Ernst & Young). In
2000, he founded EnableComp, Inc. in
Franklin, an organization that provides
workers' compensation collections for
hospitals. Prior to that he was co-founder
and president of FOCUS Healthcare
Management. David began his health-
care career as vice president for
HealthAmerica Development. Among
his many contributions, David served as
member of the editorial advisory board of
the Work Loss Data Institute. He was
published on various occasions in
Modern Healthcare, the National
Underwriter and The Managed Care
Handbook (Aspen Press).

David was preceded in death by his
parents, step daughter Mistye Meador
and brother-in-law David Lewis. He is
survived by his wife, Deanna; step son,
Todd (Jeffrey) Meador; daughter-in-law,
Andrea Wilson; grandson Wyatt Meador;
sisters Ilene Lewis and Betty Rackenberg
(Robert); nephews, Jeff Lewis, Michael
Rackenberg and Andrew Rackenberg,
and niece, Rita Lewis. Services were on
June 7 in the chapel of Brentwood
Roesch Patton Funeral Home with burial
at Woodlawn Memorial Park. In lieu of
flowers the family request that donations
be made to Therapy ARC (7208 Little
John Lane, Fairview, TN 37062 or at
www.therapyarc.org) for pets providing
therapy to people.

. . . the family of Mark Torban, 99,
who died on June 10. He is survived by
his children, Oleg (Sima) Torban,
Regina (Simon) Yanovsky and Igor
(Galina) Torban, and his grandchildren,
Steven (Allison) Torban, Sasha Torban
and Vlad (Faina) Yanovsky. Services
were on June 12 with burial at KKAI
West End Synagogue Cemetery.

PETS
The Observer’s Annual

I S S U E
is Coming August 2014!

We will be highlighting pet products and services.
We know that you will want to be included in this issue. 

Advertisers who contract a 1/8 page ad or larger can contact us for 
inclusion in articles pertaining to your  business of up to 250 words.

Deadline for ads is July 15, 2014

Contact: Carrie Mills, Advertising Manager
615-354-1699 • e-mail: carrie@nashvillejcc.org  • fax: 615-352-0056

. . . to the family of Ernest
Freudenthal, 93, former president of
the Jewish Federation of Nashville and
Middle Tennessee, who died last
month. He is survived by his devoted
wife of 65 years, Stephanie; daughters,
Pam Hausman (Charles) and Joan
Fraifeld (Eddy); grandchildren,
Carolyn Robinson, Ben Fraifeld and
Sam Fraifeld, and great-grandchildren,
Bella, Seth and Eli Robinson. He was
preceded in death by beloved grand-
daughter, Elizabeth Hausman; mother,
Selma Oppenheimer, and father,
Leopold Freudenthal. 

Mr. Freudenthal was born in
Mannheim, Germany and came to the
United States in 1937. During World
War II, he served as a staff sergeant in
the U.S. armed forces in the Pacific. He
was a Phi Beta Kappa graduate of
Vanderbilt University, where he also
received a master’s in economics. He
worked at Werthan Industries and
taught in the Vanderbilt engineering
school until his retirement. 

Mr. Freudenthal was chairman of
Metro Social Services, was a member of
the Tennessee Holocaust Commission,
served on numerous boards of directors
of social service agencies and religious
organizations, including president of
the Nashville Federation in 1974-1976.
His contributions to the local and faith
communities are numerous and beyond
measure. He was devoted to his family
and was an avid hiker and nature lover.
Much appreciation goes to family and
friends who helped contribute to his
well-being at the end of his life, with a
very special thank you to Lauren Law.
Funeral services were on June 20th at
The Temple with burial in The Temple
cemetery. Memorials may be made to
the Elizabeth Hausman Tikkun Olam
Fund, 801 Percy Warner Blvd.,
Nashville, TN 37205.
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Hebrew lettering included.
Compliments of All Seasons

ALL SEASONS 
MEMORIALS

6014 Lenox Avenue
Nashville, Tennessee 37209

615.356.0738

I like to come here, Franz.  As I have for nearly twenty years now.

And the rose bush has turned into a lovely little tree.

I never had such a green thumb as you did, Franz. Probably you helped me there a

little bit, don’t you think?  And if one of the roots reaches down to you,

then that means a little bit of you is in the blossoms and you can

see the summer every year.

The people who run the cemetery said that the rose bush can

stay when the lease on the plot runs out.

Hunt Memorials, Inc.
Quality and Craftsmanship Since 1928

4807 Gallatin Road • 1000 Lebanon Road
262-1313 • 254-1206

MARSHALL-DONNELLY-COMBS FUNERAL HOME
327-1111

For Over 150 years, our dedication to service and personal attention has made us 
the premier choice of families in our community. Our staff is dedicated to compassionately

supporting your family before, during and after the loss of your loved one.
201 25th Ave North (at Centennial Park) Nashville, Tennessee 37203

China seeks Israeli company’s expertise
in developing fledgling dairy industry 

By ABIGAIL KLEIN 
LEICHMAN
Israeli 21c

C
ow milk is a fairly recent
addition to the Chinese
diet. But demand for milk
products is growing so
quickly that existing
farms can barely meet it.

So Chinese dairy companies are turning
to the acknowledged authority on the
milking business: Israel.

Eight Chinese dairy farm manager
trainees recently completed an 11-week
course in Israel organized by AfiMilk, a
world leader in computerized systems for
dairy farm and herd management. The
six men and two women were sent by
their employer to get acquainted with
AfiMilk’s software, visit productive
Israeli farms and milking parlors, and
learn about advanced animal welfare and
operating procedures. The course, held
at the Galilee International
Management Institute, got such positive
feedback that a second Chinese dairy
company sent a team for training. 

The kibbutz-based company has a
staff of 15 in Beijing that has helped plan
and equip 105 milking parlors in China.
Chinese farms using the AfiMilk tech-
nologies get an annual average 11,500
liters of  milk per cow, about than twice
the overall Chinese average. 

Although milk consumption is still
low in China compared to Israel or to
Western countries, that is likely to
change quickly.

Israeli involvement in the Chinese
dairy industry began in 2001 with a
demonstration farm set up near Beijing
by Israel’s MASHAV agency for interna-
tional development to show off the latest
Israeli technology. Now on par with
Israel’s most efficient dairy farms, the
demo site serves as a training center for
thousands of dairy producers in China
and from neighboring countries.

The syllabus for the first Chinese
training session was developed by Pinhas
Gur, head of professional services for
AfiMilk. A former dairyman himself, the
New York-born Gur knows that boosting
milk production has everything to do
with cow care — what they eat and how
they’re handled. 

A Chinese dairy worker using AfiMilk equip-
ment.

“About two-thirds of the lectures
were given by our people, and we also
brought in a lot of top Israeli experts to
talk about [bovine] diseases and nutri-
tion. So they got training in our system
and gained good animal husbandry
knowledge as well,” Gur said.

The lecturers spoke in English, with
Chinese Israeli residents or students
available to translate. All the reading
materials for the course were translated
into Chinese by AfiMilk staffers in
Beijing.

Gur relates that four of the first
group of trainees had already completed
three years of veterinary studies in
China, while the other four had taken a
few courses and worked on a dairy farm.
Each one earned an individualized diplo-
ma from AfiMilk.

“Unlike other courses, where we give
a general certificate at the end, this time
each student was certified for a specific
job, like managing fertility, managing
health or managing baby calves,” says Gur.

All expenses were covered by their
employer, Mengniu, including a year of
follow-up support by an AfiMilk adviser
in China. Mengniu, the second biggest
milk processor in China, first contacted
AfiMilk’s Beijing office for assistance in
building milking parlors. “When they
found out what else we can provide, like
managing dairy farms in Vietnam and
teaching local farm managers, they pro-
posed sending their future farm managers
to Israel,” said Gur.

He chose to run the course at Galilee
because of its experience hosting agricul-
ture classes provided by the Israeli govern-
ment for people from African and Asian
countries. “They provide work permits,
insurance and visas, and they have dorms
where the students can stay,” he says.

The course covered all issues relat-
ing to herd management and monitor-
ing: cow and heifer health, cow behav-
ior, fat and protein levels in the milk and
immediate solutions for problems that
can arise during milking. c

Abigail Leichman is a writer and asso-
ciate editor for Israeli 21c, an online news
magazine offering news and information
about 21st century Israel. 

AfiMilk’s Pinhas Gur (left) and Charles
Zhou, AfiMilk’s general manager in China.

Classified AdsClassified Ads
ADVERTISE TODAY
e-mail Carrie Mills 
carrie@nashvillejcc.org

TUTOR
Metro School teacher. Subjects
include, English, History, Science,
etc.Test taking and homework
help. Will come to home.
References available. Call 
Cynthia 646-3242.

The Observer is online at
www.jewishobservernashville.org
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Advertise in our
Professional Services Directory

Reach thousands of readers in the Nashville and Middle
Tennessee area by taking advantage of this cost-effective way

to reach a loyal repeat audience!

Call Carrie Mills,  Advertising Manager 
to Place YourProfessional Listing.  

Phone 615-354-1699 
or e-mail carrie@nashvillejcc.org

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES DIRECTORY
REAL ESTATE con’t

SPORTING GOODS
TEAM NASHVILLE 
Your Running/Walking 

Swimming Headquarters 
3205 West End Ave. 
Nashville, TN 37203 

(615) 383-0098

TUTORING
OMEGA LEARNING BELLE MEADE

K – 12 Tutoring and Test prep
Email: bellemeade@omegalearning.com 

Phone: 615-678-1927

MUSICIANS AND DJs
BLUE TONE MUSIC

Jewish Wedding Ceremonies
The Nashville Blue Tones Party Band

DJ Services. 615-352-6358
www.BlueToneMusicUSA.com

OPHTHALMOLOGIST
HOWARD ROSENBLUM, M.D.

Eye Physician & Surgeon
Nashville Eye Center

St. Thomas Hospital  • Ph. 386-9200

OPTOMETRIST
DR. MICHELE SONSINO
Optique Eyecare & Eyewear

2817 West End Ave., Nashville
615-321-4EYE (4393)

ORTHODONTISTS
A. JOEL GLUCK, DDS, MS

Specialist in Orthodontics 
Diplomate, American Board of Orthodontics

Green Hills  269-5903
2002 Richard Jones Road, Ste. A-200

www.drgluck.com

PROPERTY 
MANAGEMENT

GHERTNER & COMPANY
Homeowner Association and 
Condominium Management

Full Service and Financial Management
Property Management since 1968

255-8531
www.ghertner.com

REAL ESTATE

NEW & RENEWING ADS ARE SHADED

Jackie Roth Karr, REALTOR
www.JackieKarr.com

JackieKarr@gmail.com
Mobile: 615.330.9779
Office:  615.463.3333

Patricia Straus, Broker,
MBA, CRS, CRS-Divorce, ABR

Marketing Real Estate to a Global Clientele
RE/MAX Elite

www.PatriciaStraus.com
pstraus@realtracs.com

615.661.4400 (o)
615.305.8465 (m)

Residential & Relocation Specialists

JESSICA AVERBUCH
Managing Broker, ABR, CRS, ePRO

383-0183 (bus.) • 294-9880 (cell)
jessica.averbuch@zeitlin.com

www.jessicaaverbuch.com

LORNA M. GRAFF 
Broker, GRI, CRS, ABR

371-0185 (bus.) • 351-5343 (cell)
lorna.graff@zeitlin.com
www.lornagraff.com

NAN SPELLER
Broker, GRI, ABR

383-0183 (bus.)•973-1117 (cell) 
nanspeller2014@gmail.com

ACCOUNTANTS
Cathy Werthan, CPA, PFS

CPA Consulting Group, PLLC
Providing traditional tax and accounting

services in a non-traditional way
109 Kenner Ave., Suite 100

(615) 322-1225 • www.cpacg.com

ADVERTISING
The Observer Carrie Mills
The best use of your advertising dollar.

801 Percy Warner Blvd.  356-3242 x299

APPLIANCES
ELECTRONIC EXPRESS now

carries a full line of home appliances as
well as consumer electronics! We have

the brands you know and trust:
Whirlpool, KitchenAid, Maytag,

General Electric, Frigidaire, and LG.
Count on Electronic Express to help

you make the best choice. Nobody beats
our prices. Free basic delivery and 

pick-up of your old appliances with 
this ad. Available at any of our 16

stores. Visit us on the web at 
www.electronicexpress.com 

for a location near you.

HERMITAGE LIGHTING GALLERY 
Lighting • Appliances • Hardware

Custom Cabinetry and Baths
We Light Up Your Life!

615-843-3300
www.hermitagelighting.com

ATTORNEY
MARTIN SIR, ATTORNEY

Family Law / Personal Injury / Probate
Fifth Third Center

424 Church Street, Ste. 2250
Nashville, Tennessee 37219

(615) 256-5661
www.martinsirlaw.com

BALLOON DECOR
PARTY ANIMALS

Balloon Decor & Entertainment
615-941-3177

www.PartyAnimalsTN.com

Franklin Pargh
Synergy Realty Network

FranklinPargh.com
C. 615-351-7333

CARE GIVER
FAMILY STAFFING SOLUTIONS, INC
Stay Independent*At Home*In Charge®

‘Personal Care Assistance At Its Best”
2000 Richard Jones Road

Nashville, TN 37215
615-383-5656

208 Uptown Square
Murfreesboro, TN 37129

615-848-6774
119 McGrew Street, Suite A

Shelbyville, TN 37160
931-680-2771

309 North Jackson St.
Tullahoma, TN 37388

931-222-4080
109 Holiday Court, Suite C-8

Franklin, TN 37067
615-472-1563

www.familystaffing.com

HOME COMPUTER
REPAIR

YOUR PERSONAL COMPUTER
TECHNICIAN

Brian Coulam 615-266-4155
References Available

brian.coulam@gmail.com

HOME IMPROVEMENT
YOUR HOME HANDYMAN 

Rich Adler, Small Job Specialists. 
Free estimates, Excellent references.
615-646-4900 or 615-972-3093 cell

Natcheztrace100@aol.com

INSURANCE
FRIDRICH, PINSON & ROTHBERG

Jamie Rothberg
3825 Bedford Ave. Suite 203
Ph 327-9105  Dir 277-1483

jrothberg@FPRinsurance.com 

ROBINS INSURANCE
Bruce Robins, CPCU, CIC, ARM; 
Tom Loventhal; Marsha Jaffa, CIC;

Van Robins, CIC
Auto, Home, Life, Health, 

Business Insurance
30 Burton Hills, Suite 300 

Ph. 665-9200  •  www.robinsins.com

ZANDER INSURANCE GROUP, INC.
Julian “Bud” Zander, Jr., CIC

Jeffrey J. Zander, CIC
Michael Weinberger

Auto, Home, Life, Health, Business,
Long Term Care, Identity Theft Protection

212 Oceola, Nashville, TN 37209
356-1700      www.zanderins.com 

www.Zeitlin.com
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